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Iv  prepuing  the  present  edition  of  Milton's  poetical  works, 
I  have  laboured  under  the  somewhat  difficult  task  of  trying 
to  give  a  good  deal  of  matter  in  a  ver;  small  space.  A 
writer  like  Milton,  whose  whole  style  is  frai^ht  with- 
allusion,  and  who,  like  Propertiua,  is  perpetually  aiming  at 
making  emdition  BubBement  to  poetry,  draws  largely,  not 
only  on  the  present  feelings,  hut  likewise  on  &e  memory  of 
his  readers.  And  yet,  so  noble  are  Milton's  tnUtatumi — so 
ftequently  does  he  siirpaas  the  model — so  perfect  la  the 
mould,  BO  exquisite  the  chisel  with  which  he  recasts  the 
idea  of  an  earlier  brother  in  the  art,  that  it  is  erer  a  pleasii^ 
study  to  compare  passage  with  passage,  word  with  word, 
and  to  marvel  at  the  process  which  has  refined  many  a 
crudity,  softened  and  Christianized  many  a  thought,  which 
wanted  Christianity  only  to  give  it  greatness. 

Hie  able  annotations  collected  or  written  by  Bishop 
Newton,  have  done  so  much  towards  showing  mhat  Milton 
imitated,  and  hoto  he  could  imitate,  that  I  cannot  lay  credit 
(br  much  originality  in  the  notes  now  submitted  to  the 
reader.  If  I  have  any  regret,  it  is,  that  there  is  an  unfor- 
tunate law  of  dimensions  which  prevents  the  possibility  of 
compressing  the  contents  of  four  ratiier  substantial  octavos 
into  a  volume  of  the  size  and  price  which,  in  these  book- 
buying  days,  is  almost  inseperable  from  popular  success. 
But  I  hope  that  what  is  given  will  be  found  plain  and 
useful,  and  that  few  readers  will  go  away  unsatisfied,  as  far 
understandii^  the  meaning  of  tiie  poet  is  concerned. 


As  to  the  text,  I  have  almosi;  invanablj  ayoided  the  dis- 
cussion of  various  reaxiings,  parti;  from  want  of  space, 
pardj  because  I  had  no  wish  to  give  a  practical  lessoD  on 
the  uncertainty  of  criticism.  No  man  who  has  ever  written 
a  "  copy  of  verBcs"  (whether  in  canine  Latin,  bad  English, 
or  otherwise)  can  be  ignorant  how  easy  it  is  to  flubstitute 
one  word  for  another,  or  to  correct  for  the  better  or  the 
worse.  A  few  rather  obvious  corrections  have  therefore 
formed  the  limit  of  niy  efforts,  aa  far  as  criticism  is  oou-, 
cemed. 

It  ia  a  vain  task  to  try  to  praise  Milton,  aAer  so  man; 
better  critics  have  exhausted  the  theme;  but  I  may, 
perhaps,  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the 
value  of  his  nritinga  as  a  lesson  in  EugUsh,  t^e  language 
probably  most  neglected  by  Englishmen,  and  most  cared 
for  by  Milton,  Milton  drew  on  the  classical  and  Con- 
tinental languages  with  unsparing  freedom.  He  culled  ao> 
curecy  from  one  language,  brilliancy  from  another,  and 
quaintness  from  the  archaisms  of  a  third.  His  style  was 
thoroughly  educated;  he  used  words  not  according  to  con> 
vention,  but  with  a  strict  reference  to  their  derivation  and 
primllive  meaning ;  and  if  he  sometimes  sacrificed  power  to 
refinement,  he  never  suffered  himself  to  write  Tulgarly  in 
order  to  be  thought  to  write  down  to  the  popular  "  style 
of  the  day." 

Milton's  eccentricities  of  language  are  often  nothing  more 
or  less  than  stru^les  after  correctness.  Even  in  the  spel- 
ling of  words,  he  has  a  scholastic  reason  for  the  variationa 
he  takes  from  popular  practice.  Hjb  writing  are  a  fine  and 
a  speaking  lesson  to  those  who  imagine  that  poetry  may  set 
grammar  at  defiance,  and  that  wanton  transgression  of 
everything  like  sober  writing  ia  a  flrstrrale,  if  not  a  suS- 
oieut  credential  to  the  court  of  the  Muses. 

Theodorx  Alois  BccsLEr. 

London,  1S53. 
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THE  LIFE  OF  MILTON, 


BISHOP  NEWJON. 


JoBH  MiLTOK,  die  grandfEither  of  out  poet,  was,  according 
to  Wood,  an  imder-ranger  or  keeper  of  the  forest  of  Shot- 
over,  near  Halton,  in  Oxfordshii^ ;  he  was  of  ttie  Romish 
Teligion,  and  such  a  bigot,  that  he  disinherited  hie  son  oiilj 
for  l>eing  a  FrotestaaC.  Upon  this  the  soa,  the  poet's 
father,  named  likewise  John  MOton,  settled  in  London,  and 
became  a  scrivener  b;  the  advice  of  a  iriend  eminent  in 
that  profession :  but  he  was  not  so  devoted  to  gain  and  to 
business  aa  to  lose  ail  taste  for  the  more  polite  arts,  and 
was  particularly  skilled  in  music,  in  which  he  was  not  only 
a  fine  perfoFmer,  but  is  also  celebrated  as  the  composer  of 
several  pieces:  and  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  not  so 
fond  of  hia  muaio  and  amusements,  as  in  the  least  to 
neglect  his  business,  but  by  hia  diligence  and  economy 
acquired  a  competent  estate,  which  enabled  bim  aftenrarda 
to  retire,  and  live  in  the  country.  He  was  by  all  accounts 
a  very  worthy  man,  and  married  an  excellent  woman, 
Barali,  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Bradshaws,  according  to 
Wood;  but  Mr.  Philips,  the  nephew  of  our  author,  and 
therefore  more  likely  to  know,  says,  of  the  family  of  the 
Castons,  derived  originally  from  Wales.  Whoever  she  was, 
she  is  said  to  have  leen  a  woman  of  incomparable  virtue 
and  goodness;  and  by  her  her  husband  had  two  eons  and  a 

The  elder  of  the  sons  was  our  famous  poet,  who  was  bom 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1008,  on  the  9th  of  December,  in 
the  morning,  between  gix  and  seven  o'clock,  in  Bread 


Street,  London,  where  his  father  lived,  at  the  sign  of  the 
Spread  Eagle,  which  was  also  the  coat  of  anna  of  the 
family.  He  was  named  John,  as  hia  father  and  grand- 
father had  been  before  him  ;  and  from  the  heginning  dis- 
covering the  marlia  of  an  uncommon  genins,  he  waa  de- 
signed for  a  scholar,  and  enjoyed  tiie  advantagea  of  a  good 
education,  partly  under  private  tutors,  and  partly  at  a 
puhlic  school.  It  appears  irom  the  fonith  of  hia  Latin 
elegies,  and  from  the  first  and  fourth  of  hia  familiar  epistles. 


that  Mr.  Thomas  Young,  who  was  afterwards  paa 
mpany  of  Engliah  merchants  reaiding  at  Ham 
e  of  Eia  private  preceptors;  and  when  he  had  made  gi 


progress  in  his  studies  at  home,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Paul's 
School,  to  be  prepared  for  the  university,  under  the  caie  of 
Mr.  Oill,  who  was  the  mastei  at  that  time,  and  to  whose  son 
are  addieased  some  of  hia  famiUar  Latin  episUes.  In.  this 
early  time  of  his  lif^,  such  was  his  love  of  learning,  and  so 
great  hia  ambition  to  surpass  his  equals,  that  from  hia 
twelfth  year  he  commonly  continued  his  studies  till  mid. 
night,  which  (as  he  saya  himself,  in  Ms  Second  Defence) 
was  Ihe  first  ruin  of  his  eyes,  to  whose  natural  debility 
were  added  too  frequent  headaches  :  but  nothing  could 
abate  his  zeal  for  lettei-s.  It  is  very  seldom  seen,  that  such 
application  and  auuh  a  genius  meet  in  the  aame  peraon. 
The  force  of  either  is  great,  but  botb  combined  must  perfona 
wonders. 

He  was  now  in  the  seventeenth  vear  of  his  age,  and  was 
a,  very  good  classical  scholar,  and  master  of  several  laa- 
gui^s,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of  Cambric^e, 
and  admitted  at  Christ's  College,  on  the  13th  of  February 
1624^,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  William  Chappel,  after- 
wards  Bishop  of  Boss,  in  Ireland.  He  contiuued  abova 
seven  years  at  the  university,  and  took  his  degrees  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1628-9,  aud  of  Master,  in  1633. 

He  was  designed  by  his  parents  for  holy  orders;  and 
among  the  manuscripts  of  Trinity  CoUeKC,  Cambridge, 
there  are  two  draughts  in  Milton's  own  hand  of  a  letter  to 
a  friend,  who  had  importuned  him  to  ta,ke  orders,  when  ha 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-three:  but  he  had  con- 
ceived some  early  prejudices  against  the  doctrine  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  Church ;  and  subacribing  to  the  Artifiles  was, 
in  his  opinion,  aubscribing  to  slavery.  This,  no  doubt, 
was  a  disappointment  to  his  friends,  woo,  though  in  com- 
fortable, were  yet  by  no  means  in  great  circumstances :  nor 


doea  he  aeem  to  have  had  any  incUnation  for  any  other 
profesaiou ;  he  hod  too  tree  a  spirit  to  be  limited  and  con 
fined;  and  was  for  comprehending  all  Bciencea,  hut  pro- 
fessing Done.  And,  therefore,  after  he  had  left  the  uni- 
versity in  IBSa,  he  retired  to  hia  fether's  bouse  in  the 
country ;  for  his  father  had  by  this  time  quitted  business, 
and  lived  at  an  estate  which  he  had  purchased  at  Horton, 
near  Colebrooke,  in  Buolfingham shire.  Here  he  resided 
with  his  parents  for  the  spa^e  of  five  years,  and,  as  he 
himself  has  informed  us.  reajd  over  all  the  Greek  and  Latin 
authors,  particularly  the  historians;  hut  now  and  then 
he  made  an  excursion  to  London,  sometimes  to  buy  books  or 
to  meet  his  friends  from  Cambridge,  and  at  other  times  to 
leam  something  new  in  the  mathematics  or  music,  with 
which  he  was  extremely  delighted. 

His  retirement,  therefore,  was  a  learned  retirement,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  world  reaped  the  truits  of  it.  It 
was  in  the  year  1S34  that  his  Mask  of  "  Comus,"  was  pre- 
Bented  at  Ludlow  Caatle.  There  was  formerly  a  president 
of  Wales,  and  a  sort  of  court  kept  at  Ludlow,  which  has 
since  been  abolished ;  and  the  president  at  that  time  was 
the  Earl  of  Brtdgwater,  beibce  whom  Miltou's  Mask  was 
presented  on  Michaelmas  night,  and  the  principal  parts, 
those  of  the  two  brothers,  were  performed  by  hia  lordship's 
sons,  the  Lord  Brackly  and  Mr.  Thomas  Egerton,  aud  that 
of  the  lady,  by  his  lordship's  daughter,  the  Lady  Alice 
Egerton.  The  occasion  of  this  poem  seems  to  have  been 
merely  an  accident  of  the  two  brothers  and  the  lady  having 
lost  one  another  in  their  way  to  the  castle :  and  it  is  wiitten 
very  much  in  imitation  of  Sbaispeare's  "  Tempest,"  and  the 
"Fiuthfal  Shepherdess"  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher;  and 
though  one  of  the  first,  is  yet  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
Milton's  compomtions.  It  was  for  some  time  handed  about 
only  in  manuscript;  but  afterwards,  to  satisfy  the  impor- 
tunity of  Mends,  and  to  save  the  trouble  of  transcribing,  it 
was  printed  at  London,  though  without  the  author's  name. 
iu  1637,  with  a  dedication  to  the  Lord  Brackly,  by  Mr.  H. 
Lawes.  who  composed  the  music,  and  played  the  pajt  of  the 
attendant  Spirit' 

In  1837  he  wrote  another  escellant  piece,  his  Lycidas, 
wherein  he  laments  the  untimely  fate  of  a  friend,'  who  waa 


tmfortuiiBtelj  drowned  that  Bante  yeet  in  tlie  month  of 
August,  on  the  Irish  -aeaa,  in  bis  passage  from  Chester. 
Despite  the  mibject,  however,  this  poem  is  not  all  made  up 
of  sorrow  and  tenderness ;  there  is  a  mixtnre  of  satire  and 
indication ;  for  in  part  of  it  the  poet  takes  occasion  to 
inveigh  against  the  corruptions  of  the  olergj,  and  seems 
to  have  first  discorered  his  acrimony  against  Archbishop 
Laud,  and  to  have  threatened  him  with  the  loss  of  his 
head,  which  afterwards  happened  to  him  through  the  futy 
of  his  enemies.  At  least  I  can  tliint  of  no  sense  bo  proper 
to  he  given  to  the  following  verses  in  Lyoidas — 

"  BBsidts,  what  the  grim  wolf  wilh  priyj  paw 


About  this  time,  aa  we  learn  &om  one  of  his  iamiliar 
epistles,  he  had  some  thoughts  of  taking  chambers  at  one 
of  the  inns  of  court,  for  he  was  not  very  well  pleased  with 
living  so  obscurely  in  the  country;  but  his  mother  dying, 
he  prevailed  upon  his  father  to  let  him  indulge  a  desire, 
which  he  had  long  entertained,  of  seeing  foreign  countries, 
and  particularly  Italy ;  and  having  communicated  his 
design  to  Sir  Henry  Wottou,  who  had  formerly  been 
Ambassador  at  Venice,  and  was  then  ProTost  of  Eton 
College,  and  having  also  sent  him  his  "  Mask,"  of  which 
he  had  not  yet  pnhlicly  aolinowledged  himself  the  author, 
he  received  from  him  a  most  friendly  and  cotnplimentajy 
letter,  dated  from  the  College  the  lOth  of  April,  1638. 

He  now  set  out  on  his  travels,  attended  by  only  one 
servant,  who  accompanied  him  through  all  his  travels ; 
and  he  went  first  to  France,  where  he  had  recommen- 
dations to  Lord  Scudamore,  the  English  Ambassador  there 
'  at  ^at  time ;  and  as  soon  as  he  came  to  Paris,  he  waited 
upon  his  Lordship,  and  was  received  with,  wonderful 
civility;  and  having  on  earnest  desire  to  visit  the  learned 
Hugo  Grotius,  he  was,  by  his  Lordship's  means,  introduced 
to  that  great  man,  who  was  then  Ambassador  at  the  Vrench 
court  from  the  famous  Christina,  Queen  of  Sweden ;  and 
the  visit  was  to  their  mutual  satisfaction ;  each  of  them 
being  pleased  to  see  a  person,  of  whom  he  had  heard  such 
commendations.  But  at  Paris  he  stayed  not  long,  his 
thoughts  and  his  wishes  hastened  into  Italy  i  and  so  after 
a  few  days  he  took  leave  of  the  Lord  Scudamore,  who 


Tcry  kindly  gave  him  letters  to  the  Englist  merchaDts 
ID  the  several  places  through  which  he  was  to  travel, 
Tequestiug  them  to  do  him  all  the  good  offices  which 
layin  their  power. 

Trom  Pans  he  went  directly  to  Nice,  where  he  took 
shipping  for  Genoa,  from  whence  he  went  to  Leghorn, 
and  thence  to  Pisa,  and  so  to  Horenoe.  in  which  city  he 
found  sufficient  inducements  to  make  a  stay  of  two  months. 
For  hesides  the  curiosities  and  other  beauties  of  the  place, 
he  took  great  dehght  in  the  company  and  conversation 
there,  and  frequented  their  academies,  as  they  are  called, 
the  meetings  of  the  most  polite  and  ingenious  persons, 
which  tbey  have  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other  principal 
cities  of  Italy,  for  the  exercise  and  improvement  of  wit  and 
learning  among  them.  And  in  these  conversations  he  bore 
so  good  a  part,  and  produced  so  many  excellent  composi* 
tions,  that  he  waa  soon  taken  notice  of,  and  was  very  much 
courted  and  caressed  by  several  of  the  nobility  and  prime 
wits  of  Florence.  Giacomo  Gaddi,  Antonio  Francini,  Carlo 
Dati,  Beneditto  Bonmatthei,  Cultellino,  Frescobaldi,  Cle- 
mentilli,  are  reckoned  among  his  particular  friends.  At 
Oaddi's  house  the  academies  were  held,  which  he  con- 
stantly frequented.  Antonio  Francini  composed  an  Italian 
ode  in  his  commendation.  Carlo  Dati  wrote  a  Latin  eulo- 
gium  of  him,  and  corresponded  with  >iitii  after  his  return 
to  Fngland.  Bonmatthei  was  at  that  time  about  publish- 
ing an  Italian  grammar ;  and  the  eighth  of  our  author's 
famiUar  epiaties,  dated  at  Florence,  September  10,  163H,  ia 
addressed  to  him  upon  that  occasion,  commending  his 
design,  and  advising  him  to  add  some  observations  coa- 
ceram^  the  true  pronunciation  of  that  language  for  the  use 
of  foreigners. 

So  much  good  acquaintance  would  prohahly  have  de- 
tained hiin  lor^r  at  Florence,  if  he  had  not  been  going  to 
Borne,  which,  to  a  curious  traveller,  is  certainly  the  place 
the  most  worth  seeing  of  any  in  the  world.  And  so  he  took 
leave  of  his  friends  at  Florence,  and  went  from  thence  to 
Sienna,  and  from  Sienna  to  Rome,  where  he  stayed  much 
about  the  same  time  that  he  had  continued  at  Florence, 
feasting  both  his  eyes  and  his  mind,  and  delighted  with  the 
fine  pamtinga,  and  sculptures,  and  other  ranties  and  anti- 
quities of  tiio  city,  as  well  as  with  the  conversation  of 
eeveral  learned  and  ingenious  men,  and  particularly  of 
Lucas  Hobteuiufi,  keeper  of  the  Vatican  libraiy,  who  re- 


DeiTed  him  with  tlie  greateiit  courteay,  Knd  showed  hiio 
all  the  Greek  authors,  whether  in  print  or  in  manuscript, 
which  had  passed  through  his  coireclion;  and  also  pra 
seated  him  to  Cardinal  Barberini,  who.  at  an  entertain- 
ment of  musio,  performed  M  his  own  expense,  waited  for 
him  at  the  door,  and  tiUdng  him  b;  the  hand  brought  him 
into  the  assemblv. 

From  Rome  he  went  to  Naples,  in  company  with  a 
oertain  hermit,  and  bj  his  means  was  introduced  to  the 
acquaintance  of  Giovanni  Battista  Maaso,  Marquis  of 
Villa,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman,  of  singular  merit  and  virtue, 
to  whom  Taaso  addresses  bis  dialogue  of  friendship,  and 
whom  he  likewise  mentions  in  his  "  Giemaalemme  Libe- 
rata '-'  with  great  honour.  This  nobleman  was  particularly 
civil  to  Muton,  frequently  visited  bJT"  at  his  lodgings, 
and  went  with  him  to  show  him  the  viceroy's  palace,  and 
whatever  was  curious  or  worth  notice  in  the  dty :  and, 
moreovar,  be  honoured  him  so  far  as  to  make  a  Latin 
distich  in  his  praise,  which  is  printed  before  our  autbor'a 
Latin  poems,  with  several  other  eulogies  of  a  similar  cha- 
Tacter.  As  a  testimony  of  his  gratitude,  Milton  presented 
to  the  marauis.  at  bis  departure  from  Naples,  bis  eclogue, 
entitled  "  M&nsua,"  which  is  well  worth  reading  among  hia 
Latin  poems. 

Having  seen  the  finest  parts  of  Italy,  Milton  was  now 
thinkiBg  of  passing  over  into  Sicily  and  Greece,  when  he 
was  diverted  from  his  purpose  by  the  news  from  England, 
that  things  were  tending  to  a  civil  war  between  the  King 
and  Parliament:  forhedioughtitunworthy  of  himself  to  be 
taking  bis  pleasure  abroad,  wbile  his  countrymen  were  con> 
tending  for  hberty  at  home.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to  return 
by  the  way  of  Eome,  though  be  was  advised  to  the  contrary 
by  the  merchants,  who  had  received  intelligence  from  their 
oorrespondenta,  that  the  Englisb  Jesuits  there  were  form- 
ing plots  against  bim.  in  case  he  should  return  thither,  by 
reason  of  the  great  freedom  which  he  bad  used  in  all  his 
discourses  of  religion.  For  he  bad  b^  no  means  observed 
the  rule,  recommended  to  him  by  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  of 
keeping  his  thoughts  close  and  his  countenance  open.  He 
had  visited  Galileo,  a  prisoner  to  the  Inquisition  for  asserts 
ing  the  motion  of  the  earth,  and  thinking  otherwise  in 
astronomy  than  the  Dominicans  and  Franciscans  thought 
And  though  the  Marquis  of  Villa  had  shown  him  such 
distinguisUng  marks  ol  favour  at  Naples,  yet  he  told  him 


■t  hie  departore  Ibat  he  would  have  ehown  bint  much 
greater,  if  he  had  been  laoK  reserved  in  matten  of  rehgion. 
But  he  had  a  BonI  above  dissimulation  and  disguise :  ha 
was  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  vindicate  the  truth  ;  and 
if  an;  man  had,  he  had  in  him  the  spirit  of  an  old  martyr. 
He  was  so  prudent,  indeed,  that  he  would  not,  of  hla  own 
accord,  begin  au;  discourse  of  religion ;  hut,  at  the  game 
time,  he  was  so  honest,  that  if  he  was  questioned  at  all 
about  his  faith,  he  would  not  dissemble  hla  sentiments, 
whatever  was  the  consequence.  And,  with  this  resolution, 
he  went  to  Botne  the  second  time,  and  stayed  there  two 
months  more,  neither  concealing  hie  aame,  nor  declining 
openly  to  defend  the  truth,  if  any  thought  proper  to  attack 
bim.  And  yet,  God's  good  providence  protecting  him,  he 
came  safe  to  bis  kind  Mends  at  Florence,  where  be  was 
received  with  as  much  joy  and  afiection  as  if  he  had  re- 
turned into  his  own  country. 

Here,  likewise,  he  stayed  two  months,  as  he  had  done 
before,  excepting  only  an  excursion  of  a  few  days  to  Lucca ; 
and  then  crossing  the  Apennines,  and  passing  through  Bo- 
logna and  Ferrara,  he  came  to  Venice,  in  which  city  he 
spent  a  month  ;  and  having  shipped  off  the  hooks,  which 
be  had  collected  in  his  travels,  and  particularly  a  chest 
or  two  of  choice  music  books  of  the  best  masters  flourishing 
about  that  time  in  Italy,  he  took  his  course  through  Ve- 
rona, MUan,  and  along  the  lake  Leman  to  Geneva.  In 
tbis  city  he  tarried  some  time,  meeting  here  with  people  of 
his  own  principles,  and  contracted  an  intimate  frieudship 
with  Giovanni  Deodati,  a  most  learned  professor  <m 
divinity,  whose  annotations  upon  the  Bible  are  published 
n  English.  And  from  thence  returaing  throtigh.  France, 
the  same  way  that  be  had  gone  before,  he  arrived  safe  in 
England,  after  a  peregrination  of  one  year  and  about  three 
months,  having  seen  more,  and  learned  more,  and  con- 
vei-sed  with  more  famous  men,  and  made  more  real  im- 
provements, than  most  others  in  double  the  time. 

His  first  business  after  his  return  was  to  pay  his  duty  to 
hie  father,  and  to  visit  his  other  friends ;  but  this  pleasure 
was  much  diminished  by  the  loss  of  his  dear  friend  and 
Bcboolfellow,  Charles  DeodatL,  in  his  absence.  While  he 
was  abroad,  he  heard  it  reported  that  he  was  dead;  and 
upon  bis  coming  home  he  found  it  but  too  true,  and 
lamented  his  death  in  an  excellent  Latin  eclogue  entitled 
"  Epitaphium  Damonis."    Ibis  Deodati  bad  a  father  origh 
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nail;  of  Lnooa,  bnt  liis  motlieT  waa  English,  and  he  was 
bom  and  bred  in  England,  and  studied  phjsic,  and  was  an 
admirable  scholar,  and  no  less  remarkable  for  his  sobriety 
and  other  virtues,  than  for  his  great  learning  and  ingenuity- 
Soon  after  his  return,  he  had  UJten  a  lotteing  at  one 
Ttufisel's,  a  tailor,  in  St-  Bride's  Churchyard;  but  he  con- 
tinued not  long  there,  having  not  sufGoient  room  for  his 
library  and  furniture,  and  therefore  determined  to  take  a 
house,  and  accordingly  took  a  handsome  garden-house  in 
Aldersgate-street,  sitjiated  at  the  end  of  an  entry,  which 
was  the  more  agreeable  to  a  studious  man  for  its  privaoy 
and  freedom  from  noise  and  disturbance.'  And  in  this 
house  he  contiQued  several  years,  and  his  sister's  two  eons 
were  put  to  hoard  with  iiim — first  the  younger,  and  after- 
wards the  elder;  and  some  other  of  his  intiniat*  friends 
requested  of  him  the  same  favour  for  their  sons,  especially 
since  there  was  little  more  trouble  in  instructing  half  a 
dozen  than  two  or  three:  and  he,  who  could  not  ea^y  deny 
anything  to  his  friends,  and  who  knew  that  the  greatest 
men  in  all  ages  had  delighted  in  teaching  others  the  prin- 
ciples of  knowledge  and  virtue,  undertook  the  office,  not 
out  of  any  sordid  and  mercenary  views,  but  merely  from 
A  benevolent  disposition,  and  a  desire  to  do  good.  And 
his  method  of  education  was  as  much  above  the  pedantry  and 
jai^on  of  the  common  schools,  as  his  genius  was  superior 
to  that  of  a  common  schoolmaster,  and  the  course  of  read- 
iuif  extensive  as  compared  with  the  ordinary  range  adopted 
schools.  The  Sunday's  exercise  for  his  pupils  was  for 
I  most  part  to  read  a  chapter  of  the  Greek  Testament, 
and  to  hear  his  leaJTied  esposition  of  it.  The  nest  work 
after  this  was  to  write  irom  his  dictation  some  part  of  a 
system  of  divinity,  which  he  had  collected  from  the  ablest 
authors,  who  had  written  upon  that  subject  Such  were 
his  academic  institutions ;  and  thus,  by  teaching  others,  he 
in  some  measure  enlarged  bis  own  knowledge;  and,  having 
the  reading  of  so  many  antiiors  ae  it  were  by  prosy,  he 
might  possibly  have  preserved  his  sight  if  he  had  not 
moreover  been  perpetually  busied  in  reading  or  writing 
something  himself.  It  was  certainly  a  very  recluse  and 
studious  life  that  both  he  and  his  pupils  led;  but  the 
young  men  of  that  age  were  of  a  different  turn  from  those 
of  the  present ;  and  he  himself  gave  an  example  to  those 

>  A  strange  oantimt  to  the  Ald«rsgBte-slreet  of  onr  d^l 
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under  him  of  hard  etudj  and  spare  diet ;  only  now  and 
tben,  ODce  in  three  weeks  or  a  month,  he  made  a  gaudy 
dsT  with  some  youns  gentlemen  of  his  ecquaintance,  tlie 
chief  of  whom,  says  Mr.  Philipa,  were  Mr.  Alphrj  and  Mr. 
Miller,  hoth  of  Gray's-inn,  and  two  of  the  greatest  beam  of 
those  times.  * 

But  he  was  not  so  fond  of  this  academical  life  as  to  be  . 
an  indifferent  spectator  of  what  was  acted  npon  the  public 
stage  of  the  world.  The  nation  was  now  in  a  great  ferment 
in  1641,  and  the  clamour  ran  high  against  the  bishops, 
when  he  joined  loudly  in  the  cry,  to  help  the  Puritan 
ministers  (a.B  he  says  himself  in  his  second  "  Defence"), 
they  being  inferior  to  the  bishops  in  leamiug  and  elo- 
quence ;  and  published  his  two  oooks,  "  Of  Reformation 
in  Ei^lajid,"  written  to  a  friend.  About  the  same  time, 
certain  ministers  having  published  a  treatise  against  epU- 
eopacTi  in  answer  to  the  "  Humble  Bemonstr^ce  of  br. 
Joseph  Hall,  Bishop  of  Norwich,"  under  the  title  of 
"  Smectymnuns,"  a  word  consisting  of  the  initial  letters  of 
their  names,  Stephen  Marshal,  Eduiund  Cnlamy,  Thomas 
Young,  Matthew  Newoomen,  and  William  Spurstow;  and 
Archbishop  Usher  having  published  at  Oxford  a  refutation 
of  "  Smectymnuus,"  in  a  tract  concerning  the  '■  Original 
of  Bishops  and  Metropolitans,"  Milton  wrote  his  little 
piece  "  Of  Prelatica!  Episcopacy,"  in  opposition  chiefly  to 
Usher,  for  he  was  foe  contending  with  liie  most  powerful 
adTorsary :  there  would  be  either  less  disgrace  in  the  defeat, 
or  more  glory  in  the  victory.  He  handled  the  subject  more 
at  large  in  his  next  performance,  which  was  the  "  Reason 
of  Church  Government  urged  against  Prelaty,"  in  two 
books.  And  Bishop  Hall  having  published  a  "  Defence  of 
the  Humble  Remonstrance,"  he  wrote  "Animadversions* 
npon  it  All  these  treatises  he  published  within  the  course 
of  one  year  (1611),  which  show  how  very  djiigent  he  was  in 
the  cause  that  he  had  undertaken.  And  the  nest  year  he 
set  forth  his  "  Apology  for  Smectymnuus,"  in  answer  to  the 
"Confutation  of  his  Animadversions,"  written,  as  he  thought 
himself,  by  Bishop  Hall  or  his  son.  And  here  very  luckily 
ended  a  controversy,  which  detained  him  from  greater  and 
better  writings  which  he  was  meditating,  more  useful  to 
the  public,  as  well  as  more  suitable  to  his  own  genius  and 
inclination ;  but  he  thought  all  this  while  that  be  was  vin- 
dicatiog  ecclesiastical  Uber^. 

In  the  year  1643,  and  the  S5th  of  his  age,  he  maniod 


Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Bichard  Powell,  of  Forest' 
hill,  near  Shotover,  m  Oxfordshire,  a  justice  of  tbe  peace, 
and  a  gentlemaii  of  good  repute  and  figtire  in  that  countrr. 
But  she  had  not  lived  with  her  husband  ahore  a  month, 
before  she  was  earaeBtly  solicited  hj  ber  lelatioiiB  to  come 
and  spend  the««niaining  part  of  the  summer  with  Uiem  ii 


SIf  it  was  not  at  her  instigation  that  her 
i  this  request,  ;et  at  least  it  was  affreeahle  to 
her  inclination;  and  she   obtained  her  husband's  consent 


upon  a  promise  of  retumiag  at  Michaelmas.  And  i: 
meonwhOe  his  studies  went  on  vigorously ;  and  his  chief 
dirersion,  after  the  biisiness  of  the  day.  was  now  and  then. 
in  an  evening  to  visit  tbe  Lady  Maivaret  Lee,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England, 
and  President  of  the  Privy  Council  to  King  James  I.  This 
lady,  being  a  woman  of  eicellflnt  wit  and  understanding, 
had  a  particular  honour  for  our  author,  and  took  great  de- 
light In  his  conversation;  aa  likewise  did  her  husband, 
Captain  Hohson,  a  very  accomplished  gentleman.  And 
what  ft  regard  Milton  ^ain  had  for  her,  be  has  left  upon 
record  in  a  sonnet  to  her  praise,  extant  among  his  other 
poems. 

Michaelmas  was  now  come,  but  he  heard  nothing  of  hia 
wife's  return.  He  wrote  to  her,  but  received  no  answer. 
He  wrote  again  letter  after  letter,  but  received  no  answer 
to  any  of  £em.  He  then  despatched  a  messenger  with  a 
letter,  desiring  her  to  return;  but  she  positiv^  refused, 
and  dismissed  the  messenger  wi^  contempt  Whether  it 
was,  that  she  had  conceived  any  dislike  to  ber  husband's 
person  or  humour;  or  whether  she  could  not  conform  to 
nis  retired  and  philosophical  manner  of  life,  having  been 
accustomed  to  a  bouse  of  much  gaiety  and  company ;  or 
whether,  being  of  a  family  strongly  attached  to  the  royal 
cause,  she  could  not  bear  her  husband's  republican  princi- 
ples; or  whether  she  was  over-persuaded  by  her  relations, 
who  possibly  might  repent  of  having  matched  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  family  to  a  man  so  distinguished  for  taking 
the  contrary  part,  the  King's  head-quarters  being  in  their 
neighbourhood  at  Oxford,  and  hia  Majesty  having  now  some 
fairer  prospect  of  success ; — whether  any  or  all  of  these  were 
the  reasons  of  this  extraordinary  behaviour,  however  it  was, 
it  so  highly  incensed  her  husband,  that  he  thought  it  would 
be  dishonourable  ever  to  receive  her  again  after  such  a  re- 
pulse, and  he  determined  to  repudiate  her  as  ahe  had  in 
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effect  Tepudisted  him,  and  to  consider  her  no  lon^r  aa  his 
wife.  And  to  fortiiy  tJiis  his  resolution,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  justi^  it  to  the  world,  he  wrote  the  "  Doctrine  and 
Discipline  of  Divorce,"  wherein  he  endeBvours  to  prove  that 
indisposidon,  unfitness,  or  contrariet;  of  mind,  proceeding 
from  any  unchangeahle  cause  in  nature,  hindering  and  erer 
likelytobinder  the  main  benefits  of  conjugal  society,  which  ara 
Eolace  and  peace,  are  greater  reasons  of  divoree  than  adul- 
tery or  natural  frigidity,  eapeoially  if  there  he  no  obOdren, 
and  there  be  mutual  consent  for  separation.  He  published 
it  at  first  without  his  name,  but  the  style  easOy  betrayed  the 
author;  and  afterwards,  as  it  was  objected  that  his  doctrine 
was  a  novel  notjon,  and  a  paradox  that  nobody  bad  ever 
asserted  before,  he  etideavoured  to  confirm  his  own  opinion 
by  the  authority  of  others,  and  published,  in  1644,  the 
"Judgment  of  Martin  Buoer,"  Ac.;  and,  as  it  was  still 
objected  that  his  doctrine  could  not  be  reconciled  to  Scrip- 
ture, he  published,  in  1645,  his  "  Tetrachordon,"  or  exposi- 
tions upon  the  four  chief  places  in  Scripture,  which  treat  of 
marriage,  or  nullities  in  marriage.  At  the  first  appearing 
of  the  ■'  Doctrine  and  Discipline  of  Divorce,"  the  ciergr 
raised  a  heavy  outcry  against  it  Milton  was  attacked  both 
from  press  and  pulpit  —  provocations  which  doubtless 
conbributed  not  a  Uttle  to  make  him  such  an  enemy  to  ^e 
Presbyteriana,  to  whom  he  before  had  been  a  distiaguiahed 
friend.  He  composed  likewise  two  of  his  sonnets  on  the 
reception  his  book  of  "Divorce"  met  with,  but  the  lattaris 
much  the  better  of  the  two. 

But  while  he  was  engaged  in  this  controversy  of  divoree, 
he  was  not  80  totally  engaged  iu  it  but  he  attended  to  other 
tbings,  and  about  this  tmie  published  his  letter  of  "  Educa- 
tion to  Mr.  Samuel  Hartlib ;  and  in  1644  he  published  his 
"  Areopagitica,"  or  speech  for  the  liberty  of  unlicensed 
printing  to  the  Parliament  of  England.  It  was  written  at 
ihe  desire  of  several  learned  men,  and  is  perhaps  the  best 
vindication  that  has  been  pubhshed,  at  any  time  or  in  any 
language,  of  that  libertt^  which  is  the  basis  and  support  of 
oil  other  hberties — the  liberty  of  the  Press;  but  alas!  it  had 
not  the  desired  efifect ;  for  the  Presbyterians  were  as  fond  of 
exercising  the  licensing  power  when  they  get  it  into  their 
own  hanos.  as  they  had  been  clamorous  before  in  inveighing 
against  it  while  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  prelates.  In 
164&  was  published  a  collection  of  his  poems,  Latin  and 
Gngliah,  tlM  principnl  of  which  ate  *'  On  the  Monuog  of 


Chriafa  NatiTity,"  "L'AU^ro,"  "11  Penseroso,"  "  Lyci-- 
das,"  the  "  Mask."  &c.,  &e. ;  and  if  he  bad  left  no  other 
monumenta  of  his  poetical  genius  behind  him,  these  would 
have  been  eufficient  to  have  rendered  his  name  immortal. 

But  his  "  Doctrine  of  DiTOrce"  and  the  maintenance  of 
it  prmcipallj  enga^  his  thoughts  at  this  period;  and 
whether  others  were  persuaded  or  not  by  his  Mguinents,  he 
waa  certainly  conriuced  liimself  that  he  was  in  the  right ; 
and  as  a  proof  of  it  he  detennined  to  mairy  again,  and 
made  hia  addreases  to  a  young  lady  of  great  wit  and 
Iseauty,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Dr.  Davis.  But  inlelli- 
genee  of  this  comity  to  his  wife,  and  the  then  declining 
state  of  the  kin^a  cause,  and  consequently  of  the  cinnim- 
Btancea  of  Justice  Powell's  family,  caused  them  to  set  all 
engines  on  work  to  restore  the  wife  again  to  her  husband. 
And  ilia  fiienda  too  for  different  reasona  aeem  to  have  been 
as  desirous  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliadon  as  her'a,  and 
this  method  of  effecting  it  was  concerted  between  them. 
He  had  a  relation,  one  Blackborough,  living  in  the  lane  of 
SL  Martin's  le-Grand,  whom  he  often  visited;  and  one  day 
when  he  was  visiting  there,  it  waa  contrived  that  the  wife 
should  be  ready  in  another  room ;  and  as  be  was  thinking 
of  nothing  lees,  be  was  surprised  to  see  her,  whom  he  had 
expected  never  to  have  seen  any  more,  falling  down  upon 
her  knees  at  his  feet,  and  imploring  his  forgiveness  with 
tears.  At  first  be  showed  some  signs  of  aversion,  but  he 
continued  not  long  inexorable ;  hia  wife's  entreaCieB,  and 
the  intercession  of  friends  on  both  sides,  soon  wrought  upon 
his  generous  nature,  and  procured  a  happy  reconciliation 
with  an  act  of  oblition  of  all  that  was  peat.  But  he  did 
not  take  his  wife  home  immediately;  it  was  agreed  that 
she  should  remain  at  a  friend's,  till  the  house  that  he  had 
newly  taken  was  fitted  for  their  reception ;  for  some  other 
gentfemen  of  his  acquaintance,  having  observed  the  great 
success  of  his  method  of  education,  had  recommended  their 
Bona  to  his  care ;  and  his  house  in  Alder^ate-street  not 
being  large  enough,  he  had  taken  a  larger  in  Barbican: 
and  till  this  could  be  got  ready,  the  place  pitched  upon  for 
his  wife's  abode  was  the  widow  Webbers  house  in  SL 
Clement's  Churchyard,  whose  second  daughter  had  been 
married  to  liie  other  brother  many  years  before.  The 
part  that  MDton  acted  in  this  whole  affair,  showed  plainly 
that  he  had  a  spirit  capable  of  the  strongest  resentment, 
t)Ut  yet  more  ii  clinable   to   pity   and  forgiveness :    and 


neither  in  this  was  any  injuiy  done  to  the  other  ladf 
whom  he  was  courtiog,  for  she  is  said  to  have  been  aJwajs 
averse  from  the  motion,  not  daring,  I  suppose,  to  venture  in 
marriage  with  a  man  who  was  knowD  to  have  a  wife  still 
living.  He  nught  not  think  bim^lf  too  at  liberty  as 
before,  while  his  wife  coutimied  obstinate;  for  his  most 
fiiausible  argument  for  divorce  proceeds  upon  a  euppo- 
aitioD,  that  the  thing  be  done  with  mutual  consenL 

After  his  wife's  return  hia  family  was  increased,  not  only 
with  children,  but  also  with  his  wife's  relations,  her  father 
and  mother,  her  brothers  and  sisters,  coming  to  live  with 
him  in  the  general  distress  and  ruin  of  the  royal  party; 
and  he  was  so  far  from  resenting  their  former  ill-treaiment 
of  him,  that  he  generoualy  protected  them,  and  entertained 
them  veiy  hospitably,  till  their  aOairs  were  accommodated 
through  his  interest  with  the  prevailing  faction.  And  then 
upon  their  removal,  sjid  the  death  of  bis  own  father,  hiB 
house  looked  again  like  the  house  of  the  Muses;  but  his 
studies  had  like  t«  have  been  interrupted  by  a  call  to 
public  business,  for  about  this  time  there  was  a  design  of 
constituting  him  adjutant-general  in  the  army  imder  Sir 
William  Waller;  but  the  new  modelling  of  the  army  soon 
following,  that  design  was  laid  aside.  And  not  long  after, 
his  great  house  ia  Barbican  being  now  too  large  for  his 
family,  he  quitted  it  for  a  smaller  in  High  Ho'lboni,  which 
opened  bajJKward  into  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  where  be  pro- 
secuted  his  studies  till  the  king's  trial  and  death,  when  the 
Presbyterians  declaiming  tragically  against  the  king'seiec* 
tion.  and  asserting  th^it  his  person  was  sacred  and  in- 
violable, provoked  him  to  write  the  "  Tenure  of  Kings  and 
Uagistrates,"  proving  that  it  is  lawful  to  call  a  tyrant  to 
account,  and  to  depose  and  put  him  to  death,  and  that 
they  who  of  Jate  so  much  blame  deposing  are  the  men  who 
did  it  themselves;  and  he  published  it  at  tbe  beginning  of 
the  year  1643,  to  satisfy  and  compose  the  minds  of  the 
people.  Not  long  after  fliis  he  wrote  his  "  Obsertations  on 
the  Articles  of  Peace  between  the  Earl  of  Ormond  and  the 
Irish  Rebels. "  And  in  these  and  all  his  writings,  whatever 
others  of  different  parties  may  think,  he  thought  himself  an 
advocate  for  true  liberty :  for  ecclesiastical  hberty  in  ids 
treatises  against  the  bishops,  for  dome^o  liberty  in  bis 
books  of  divorce,  and  for  civil  liberty  in  bis  writing  against 
the  king  in  defence  of  the  parliament  and  people  of 
England. 


JxtT  Um   OF  iniTOM. 

After  this  lie  retired  again  to  his  private  studies;  and 
tiunking  that  he  had  leisure  euotigh  for  such  a  work,  he 
applied  himBslf  to  the  writing  of  a  "  History  of  England," 
which  he  intended  to  deduce  from  the  earliest  accounts 
down  to  his  own  times;  and  he  had  finished  four  books  of 
it,  when  neither  courting  nor  expecting  ajiy  auoh  prefer- 
ment, he  waa  invited  bv  the  Council  of  State  to  be  their 
Latin  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  And  he  aened  in  the 
same  capacity  under  OUver,  and  Richard,  and  the  Bump, 
till  the  Beatoration;  and  without  doubt  a  better  Latin  pen 
could  not  have  been  found  in  the  kingdom.  For  the 
Republio  and  Cromwell  scorned  to  pay  that  tribute  t«  any 
foreign  prince,  which  ia  usually  paid  to  the  French  king,  of 
managing  their  affairs  in  hia  language ;  they  thought  it  an 
indignity  and  meonneaa,  to  which  this  or  any  tree  nation 
ought  not  tc  submit;  and  took  a  resolution  neither  to  writa 
any  letters  to  any  foreign  states,  nor  to  receive  any  answers 
from  tbem,  but  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which  was  common  to 
them  aU. 

Bnt  it  was  not  only  in  foreign  despatches  that  the 
Oovemment  made  use  of  his  pen.  He  had  discharged  the 
business  of  his  oE&ce  a  very  little  time,  before  he  was  called 
to  a  work  of  another  kind.  For  soon  after  the  king's  death 
was  published  a  book  under  his  name  entitled  "  Eikon 
Basilike,"  or  the  Roval  Image ;  and  this  book,  like  Cvsar's 
last  will,  making  a  deeper  impression,  and  exciting  greater 
commiseration  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  than  the  king 
himself  did  while  ahye,  Milton  was  ordered  to  prepare  an 
(mswer  to  it,  which  was  published  by  authority,  and  en 
titled  "  EikoDoklastes,"  or  the  Imf^e  Breaker,  me  famous 
surname  of  many  Greek  emperors,  who,  in  their  zeal 
against  idolatry,  broke  all  superstitious  images  to  pieces. 

But  his  most  celebrated  work  in  prose  is  bis  "  Defence  of 
the  People  of  England"  against  Salraasius,  "  Defensio  pro 
populo  Anglioano  contra  Claudii  Anonymi,  alias  Salmasii, 
Defensionem  Begiom,"  Salmasius,  by  birth  a  Frenchman, 
succeeded  the  famous  Scaliger  as  honorary  professor  of  the 
University  of  Leyden,  and  had  gained  great  reputation  by 
his  "  Fliiuan  Exercitations  on  Solinus,"  and  by  his  critical 
remarks  on  several  l^atin  and  Greek  authors,  and  was 
generally  esteemed  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  consum- 
mate scholars  of  that  age,  besides  possessing  extraordinary 
talents  in  railing.  "  This  prince  of  scholars,"  as  somebody 
said  of  him,  "seemed  to  have  ei-eciadhis  throne  upon  aliei^ 


of  atones,  thtt  he  mieht  have  them  at  hand  to  thiow  at 
every  one's  head  irno  passed  b;."  He  was  therefore 
oooiled  bj  Charles  II.,  oa  the  most  able  man  to  mite  a 
defence  of  the  lata  king  his  father,  and  to  traduce  his 
adversaries,  and  a  hundred  Jacobuses  were  given  hitn  for 
IfaM  puipoae,  and  the  book  was  published  in  1649  with  this 
title  "  Defensio  Begia  pro  Carolo  I.  ad  Carolum  II."  No 
sooner  did  this  book  appear  in  England,  but  the  Council  of 
State  unanimously  appointed  Milton,  who  was  then  present, 
to  answer  it :  and  he  performed  the  task  with  amazing 

r't  and  vigour,  though  his  health  at  that  time  was  such, 
he  coiud  baldly  endure  the  fatigue  of  writing,  aad 


being  weak  in  body  he  was  foroed  to  write  by  piecemeal, 
and  to  break  off  almost  every  hour,  as  he  savs  himself  in 
the  introduclion.    This  necesaarUy  occasioned  some  delay. 


o  break  off  almost  every  hour,  as  he  savs  h 

itroduclion.    This  neceBSarily  occasioned  soi_.  _,, 

a  that  his  "  Defence"  was  not  made  pubUc  till  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  year  16fil.  It  was  somewhat  extraordinary 
that  Salnmsius,  a  peneioner  to  a  republic,  should  pretend 
to  write  a  defence  of  monarchy;  but  the  States  showed 
fheir  disapprobation  by  publicly  condemning  his  book, 
and  ordering  it  to  be  suppressed.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
Hilton's  book  was  burned  at  Paris  and  at  Toulouse  bv  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman;  hut  this  served  only  to 
procure  it  the  more  readers :  it  was  read  and  talked  of 
every  where,  and  even  they  who  were  of  different  prin- 
ciples, yet  could  not  but  aclmowledge  that  he  was  a  good 
ddender  of  a  bad  cause ;  and  Salmasius's  book  underwent 
only  one  impression,  while  this  of  Milton  passed  throi^h 
several  editions.  On  the  first  appearance  of  it,  he  wae 
visited  or  invited  by  all  the  fore^  ministers  at  London, 
not  except!]^  even  those  of  crowned  heads;  and  was  par- 
ticularly honoured  and  esteemed  by  Adrian  Faaw,  am- 
bassador from  the  States  of  Holland.  He  was  likewise 
lughl;r  complimented  by  letters  from  the  most  learned  and 
ingenious  persons  in  Fiance  and  Germany ;  and  Leonard 
Fulares,  an  AUienian  bom,  and  ambassador  from  the 
Duke  of  Parma  to  the  French  king,  wrote  a  hue  encomium 
of  his  "  Defence,"  and  sent  him  hia  picture,  as  appeare 
from  Milton's  letter  to  Philares  dated  at  London  in  June 
10!>2.  And  what  gave  liim  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the 
worii  was  highly  applauded  by  those  who  had  desired  him 
to  undertake  it ;  and  they  made  him  a  present  of  a 
thousand  pounds,  which,  in  those  days  of  irugality,  was 
Feckoned  no  inconsiderable  rewaid  tor  his  performance 


Eut  the  cose  was  far  otherwise  with  SalmasiuB.  He  vm 
then  in  high  favour  at  the  court  of  Christina,  Queen  of 
Sweden,  who  had  invited  thither  several  of  the  most 
learned  men  of  all  countries ;  but  when  Milton's  "  Defence 
of  the  People  of  England"  was  brought  to  Sweden,  and 
was  read  to  the  Queen  at  her  own  desire,  he  sunk  immS' 
diately  iu  her  esteem  and  the  opinion  of  every  bod; ;  and 
though  he  talked  big  at  first,  and  vowed  the  destructioQ  of 
Milton  and  the  Parliament,  yet  finding  that  be  was  looked 
upon  with  ooldness,  he  thought  proper  to  tafce  leave  of  the 
court;  and  he  who  eame  in  honour,  was  dismissed  with 
oontempt  He  died  some  time  afterwards  at  Spa  in  Ger- 
man;, and  it  is  said  more  of  a  broken  heart  than  of  any 
distemper,  leaving  a  posthomous  reply  to  Milton,  which 
was  not  published  till  after  the  Restoration,  and  was 
dedicated  to  Charles  II.  by  his  son  Claudius;  but  it  has 
done  no  great  honour  to  his  memoiy,  abounding  with 
abuse  much  more  than  argument 

It  is  probable  that  Milton,  when  he  was  first  made  Latin 
Secretary,  removed  from  his  house  in  High  Holbom  to 
he  nearer  Whitehall :  and  for  some  time  he  had  lodgings 
at  one  Thompson's,  nest  door  to  the  Bull  Head  Tavern,  at 
Charing  Cross,  opening  into  Spring  Garden,  till  the  apart- 
ment appointed  for  bun  in  Scotland  Yard  could  be  got 
ready  ior  his  reception.  He  then  removed  thither;  and 
there  his  third  child,  a  son,  was  born,  and  named  John,  who, 
through  the  ill  usage  or  bad  constitutiDn  of  the  nurse,  died 
an  iniant.  His  own  health,  too,  was  greatly  impaired;  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air  he  removed  from  his  apartment  in 
Scotland  Yard,  to  a  house  in  Petty  France,  Westminster, 
which  was  next  door  to  Lord  Scudamore's,  aud  opened  into 
St,  James's  Park,  and  there  he  remained  eight  years,  from 
the  year  18S2,  till  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  king's  resto- 
ration. In  this  house  he  had  not  been  settled  long,  before 
his  first  wife  died  in  childbed ;  and  his  condition  requiring 
some  care  and  attendance,  he  was  easily  induced,  after  a 
proper  interval  of  time,  to  marry  a  second,  who  was  Catha- 
rine, daughter  of  Captain  Woodcock,  of  Hackney ;  and  she 
too  died  in  childbed  wilhin  a  year  after  their  marriage,  and 
her  child,  who  was  a  daughter,  died  in  a  month  after  her; 
and  her  husband  has  done  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of 
his  sonnets. 

Two  or  three  years  before  this  second  marriage,  he  had 
totally  lost  his  sight    And  his  enemies  trimnphed  in  bis 


UindnBea,  and  imputed  it  as  a  judgment  upon  him  for 
writing  against  the  king ;  but  bis  aigbt  had  been  decaying 
several  years  before,  through  his  close  application  to  study, 
and  the  frequent  head-aches  to  nhicb  he  bad  been  subject 
from  his  childhood,  and  his  continual  tampering  with 
phyeic,  which,  perhaps,  waa  more  pemiciou.''  than  all  the 
rest  It  was  the  sight  of  his  left  eye  that  he  lost  first :  and 
aX  the  desire  of  his  friend,  Leonam  Philarea,  the  Bulie  of 
Parma's  minister  at  Paris,  he  sent  hira  a  particuJar  account 
of  his  cose,  and  of  the  manner  of  his  giowmg  blind,  for  him 
to  consult  Therenot,  the  physician,  who  was  reckoned 
bmouH  in  cases  of  the  e^ cs.  The  letter  is  the  fifieenth  of 
bis  familiar  epistles,  and  is  dated  September  38,  1S&4 ;  but 
it  does  not  appear  what  answer  he  received ;  we  may  pre- 
anme,  none  that  administered  any  rehef.  His  blindness, 
however,  did  not  disable  hira  entirely  from  performing  the 
buBinesa  of  his  ofGce.  An  assistant  was  aUowed  him,  and 
his  salary  as  secretary  stiU  continued  to  him. 

'Fhe  controversy  with  Salmasius  did  not  die  with  him, 
and  there  was  pubUshed  at  the  Hague  in  1852,  a  book 
entitled  the  "  Cry  of  the  King's  Blood,"  &c.,"Begii  Sanguinis 
Clamoi'  ad  Ctelum  odversus  Pamcidas  Anglicanos."  The 
true  author  of  this  book  was  Peter  du  Moulin  the  younger, 
who  was  afterwords  prebendary  of  Canterbury ;  and  he 
txansroitted  bis  papers  to  Solmasius ;  and  Salmosius  en* 
tmsted  them  to  the  care  of  Alexander  Morus,  a  French 
minister,  and  Morus  published  them  with  a  dedication  to 
King  Charles  II.,  in  the  name  of  Adrian  Ulac,  the  printer, 
from  whence  be  came  to  be  reputed  the  author  of  the 
whole.  This  Morus  was  the  son  of  a  learned  Scotchman, 
who  was  president  of  Oie  college  which  the  Protestants  had 
formerly  at  Costres,  in  Languedoc,  and  he  is  said  to  have 
been  a  man  of  a  most  haughty  and  licentious  dlspositioQ, 
hasty,  ambitious,  full  of  himself  and  hie  own  performances, 
and  satirical  upon  all  others.  He  was,  however,  esteemed 
one  of  the  most  eminent  preachers  of  that  age  among  the 
Protestants;  but  as  Bayle  observes,  his  chief  talent  must 
have  consisted  in  the  gracefulness  of  his  delivery,  or  in. 
those  soUies  of  imagiuation  and  quaint  turns  and  ollusionS) 
whereof  his  sermons  are  full ;  for  they  retain  not  those 
charms  in  reading  which  they  were  said  to  have  formerly  in 
the  pulpiL  Against  this  man,  therefore,  as  the  reputed 
author  of  "  Eegii  Sangviinis  Clamor,"  4c.,  Milton  pubfished 
by  authmi^  his  "  Second  Defence  of  the  Feeble  of  England," 


zsTiii  UTB  or  kelton. 

"Defensio  Seeunda  pro  Populo  Anglicano,"  in  1654,  tand 
treats  Moms  with  such  severity  as  nothing  could  have 
escosed,  if  he  had  not  been  provoked  to  it  b;  so  much 
abuse  poured  upon  himself. 

This  controvera;  being  ended,  he  was  at  leisure  again  to 
puTBue  his  own  private  studies,  which  were  the  History  of 
England  before  mentioned,  and  a  Theeaurus  of  the  Latdo. 
tongue,  intended  as  an  improvement  upon  that  by  Robert 
Stephens,  a  work  which  he  had  been  long  collecting  from 
the  best  and  purest  Latin  authors,  and  continued  at  times 
almost  to  his  dying  day ;  but  his  papers  were  left  so  con- 
fused and  imperfect,  that  they  could  not  be  fitted  for  the 
press,  though  great  use  was  made  of  them  by  the  compUera 
of  the  Camhriage  Dictionary  printed  in  1693. 

In  fact,  the  only  interruption  now  of  his  private  studies 
was  the  business  of  his  office.  His  blindness  had  not 
diminished,  but  rather  increased  the  v^our  of  his  mind : 
and  his  state  letters  will  remain  as  authentic  memorials  of 
those  times,  to  be  admired  equally  by  critics  and  politicians, 
and  those  pardcularly  about  the  sufi'eringa  of  the  poor 
Protestants  in  Piedmont,  who  can  read  without  sensible 
emotion?  This  was  a  subject  that  he  had  very  much  at 
heart,  as  he  was  an  utter  enemy  to  all  sorts  of  perse- 
cution; and  among  his  sonnets  there  is  a  most  excellent 
one  upon  the  same  occasioa 

But  Oliver  Cromwell  being  dead,  and  the  government 
weak  and  unsettled  in  the  hands  of  Biohard  and  the  Par- 
liament, he  thought  it  a  seasonable  lime  again  to  offer  his 
advice  to  the  public;  and  in  1659  published  a  treatise  of 
civil  power  in  eoclesiastical  causBs  ;  and  another  tract, 
entitled  "  Considerations  touching  the  likeliest  metms  to 
remove  hirelii^s  out  of  the  Church ; "  both  addressed  to  the 
Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England.  But  still 
finding,  at  the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  that  afiairs  were 
every  day  tending  more  and  more  to  the  subversion  of  the 
Commonwealth  wid  the  restoration  of  the  royal  family,  he 
published  his  "Ready  and  easy  way  to  establish  a  free  com- 
monwealth, end  the  excellence  thereof,  compared  with  the 
inoonyemeooes  and  dangers  of  re-admitting  longship  in  thij 
nation."  This  piece  is  said  to  have  been  published  in 
February  1650-60;  and  after  this  he  published,  "Brief 
notes  upon  a  late  Sermon  entitled, '  The  Fear  of  God  and  the 
King,  preached  by  Dr.  Matthew  Grif&th,  at  Mercers'  Chapel, 
March  25, 1660:     Bo  bold  and  resolute  was  he  indeclarn^ 
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his  eentdmeiits  to  the  last,  thinking  that  his  voioe  wfta  the 
Toiee  of  expiring  lihertj. 

A  Httle  before  the  King's  landing  he  was  discharged  from 
Ma  office  of  Latin  Secretary,  and  was  forced  to  leave  his 
house  in  Potty  France,  where  he  had  lired  eight  years 
irith  great  reputation,  and  had  been  Tisited  hy  all  foreigners 
of  note,  who  could  not  go  out  of  the  country  without  seeing 
a  man  who  did  so  much  honour  to  it  hy  his  writings,  and 
whose  Dame  was  as  well  known  and  as  famoiu  abroad  as  in 
his  own  nation,  and  hy  several  persons  of  quality  of  both 
sexea.  Sut  now  it  was  not  saie  for  him  to  appear  any 
longer  in  public,  so  that,  by  the  advice  of  some  who  wished 
him  well,  and  were  concerned  for  his  preservation,  he  fled 
for  shelter  to  a  friend's  house  in  Bar&iolomew  Close,  near 
West  Smithfleld,  where  he  lay  oonooaled  till  the  worst  of  the 
Storm  was  blown  over.  The  first  notice  that  we  find  taken 
of  him  was  on  Saturday,  the  16th  of  June  1<I60.  when  it 
was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons,  that  his  Majesty 
should  be  humbly  moved  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  the 
oalliogin  of  Milton's  two  books,  bis  "Defence  of  the  People" 
fljid  "  Iconoolastes,"  and  also  Goodwyn's  book,  intitled  "  The 
Obstructors  of  Justice,"  written  in  justificatioa  of  the 
murder  of  the  late  king,  and  to  order  them  to  be  burned  by 
*i.n  i.=«^o  of  •v,<>  n/ivimoQ  bangman.     At  the  same  ti™"  '^ 


Ooodwyn  in  respect  of  their  books,  and  that  they  diem* 
selves  should  be  sent  for  in  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-anns 
attending  the  house.  On  Wednesday.  June  2Tth,  an  order 
of  council  was  made  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  a  prockmatian  against  Milton's  and  Good- 
wyn's books ;  and  the  proclamation  was  issued  the  li'^tb  of 
August  following,  wherein  it  was  said  that  the  authors  had 
fled  or  did  abscond:  and  on  Monday,  August  27th.  Mil- 
ton's and  Goodwyn's  hooks  were  burned,  according  to  the 
proclamation,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman.  On  Wednesday,  August  29th,  the  act  of 
indemnity  was  passed,  which  proved  more  favourable  to 
Milton  than  could  well  have  been  expected;  for  thou^ 
John  Goodwyn,  Clerk,  was  excepted  amoiw  the  twenty 
parsons,  who  were  to  have  penalties  inflicted  upon  them, 
not  extending  to  life,  yet  Milton  was  not  excepted  at  all, 
and  consequently  was  included  in  the  general  pardon.  We 
find,  indeed,  that  afterwards  he  was  in  custody  of  the  ser- 
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geant-at-BTmB ;  but  the    time  when  he  was  taken  into 

At  all  evenia,  on  Saturday  the  IBth  of  Decembef  1660,  it 
was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Gammons,  that  Mr.  Milton, 
now  in  custody  of  the  sergeantat-arms,  should  be  forthwith 
relesBed,  paying  his  fees;  and  on  Monday  the  17th  of 
December,  a  complaint  btiitig  made  that  the  sergeant-at- 
amlB  bad  demanded  excessive  fees  for  bis  imprisonineiit, 
it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections 
to  examine  this  business,  and  to  call  Mr.  Milton  and  tha 
epi^eant  before  them,  and  to  determine  what  was  fit  to  be 
given  to  the  eergeant  for  his  fees  in  this  case;  so  coura- 
geous was  he  at  all  times  in  defence  of  liberty  against  all 
the  encroachments  of  power,  and  though  a  prisoner,  would 
yet  be  treated  like  a  freebonx  Englishman.  The  clemency 
of  the  Government  was  certainly  very  great  towards  him, 
considering  the  nature  of  hia  offences ;  for  though  he  was 
not  one  of  the  King's  judges  and  murderers,  yet  be  contri- 
buted more  to  murder  his  character  and  reputation  than 
any  of  them  all ;  and  to  what,  therefore,  could  it  be  owing, 
tiiat  he  was  treated  with  such  lenity,  and  was  so  easi^ 
pardoned?  It  is  certain  there  was  not  wanting  powerfiu 
intercession  for  him  both  in  council  and  in  parUamenL  It 
■is  said  that  Secretary  Morriee  and  Sir  Thomas  Clargia 
gi«atly  faroured  him,  and  exerted  tlieir  interest  in  his 
behaJf;  and  his  old  friend  Andrew  Marvel,  member  of 
parliament  for  Hull,  formed  a  considerable  party  for  him 
m  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  neither  was  Charles  tha 
Second  (as  Toland  says)  such  an  enemy  to  the  Muses,  as  to 
require  his  destruction.  But  the  principal  instrument  in 
obtaining  Milton's  pardon  was  Sir  William  Davenant,  out 
of  gratitude  for  Milton's  havicg  procured  his  release  when 
he  was  taken  prisoner  in  1650. 

Milton,  having  thus  obtained  bis  pardon,  and  being  set 
at  liberty  again,  took  a  bouse  in  Holborn,  near  Red  Lion 
Fields;  but  he  removed  soon  into  Jewia  Street,  near  Al- 
dersgate  Street;  and  while  be  lived  tJiere,  being  iu  his  53rd 
or  54th  year,  and  blind  and  infirm,  and  wanting  somebody 
better  than  servants  to  tend  and  look  after  him,  he  em- 
ployed his  friend  Dr.  Paget  to  choose  a  proper  consort  fw 
him ;  and  at  his  recommendation  married  his  third  wife, 
Elizabeth  Minshul,  of  a  gentleman's  family  in  Cheshire, 
and  related  to  Dr.  Paget  It  is  said  that  an  ofTer  was 
made  to  Milton,  as  well  as  to  Thurloe,  of  holding  the  same 
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place  of  secretary  nnder  the  Kin^,  which  he  had  dischoKfed 
with  eo  much  integrity  and  ability  under  Cromwell;  but 
he  persisted  in  raising  it,  though  his  wife  presaed  his 
compliance ;  "  Thou  art  in  the  right,"  says  he.  "  you,  like 
other  women,  would  lide  in  your  coach ;  for  me,  my  aim  is 
to  live  and  die  an  honest  man." 

While  he  lived  in  Jewia  Street,  Elwood  the  Quaker  wrts 
SiBt  introduced  to  read  to  him ;  for  having  wholly  tost  his 
Bight,  he  always  kept  somebody  or  other  to  perform  that 
office,  and  usually  the  son  of  some  gentleman  of  hia 
acquaintance,  whom  he  took  in  kindness,  tliat  he  might  at 
the  sajoe  time  imprave  him  in  his  teaming.  Elwood  was 
recommended  to  him  by  Dr.  Paget,  and  went  to  bis  house 
every  afternoon,  except  Sunday,  and  read  to  him  such  booka 
in  the  Ijatin  tongue  as  Milton  thought  proper. 

His  great  work  of  "  Paradise  Lost "  had  principally  en- 
gaged his  thoughts  for  some  years  past,  and  was  now  com- 
pleted. It  is  probable  that  his  first  design  of  writing  an 
epio  poem  was  owing  to  his  conversations  at  Naples  with 
the  Marquis  of  Villa  about  Tasso  and  his  famous  poem  of 
the  delivery  of  Jerusalem ;  and  in  a  copy  of  verses  pre- 
sented to  that  nobleman  before  he  left  Naples,  he  intimated 
his  intention  of  fixing  upon  King  Arthur  for  his  hero. 
Although  he  often  repeated  his  promise  to  produce  some 
noble  poem  or  other  at  a  fitter  season,  it  does  not  appear 
^at  he  had  then  determined  upon  the  subject,  and  King 
Arthur  had  another  fate,  being  reserved  for  the  pen  of  Sir 
Richard  Blackmore.  The  first  hint  of  "  Paradise  Lost "  is 
said  to  have  been  taken  from  an  Italian  tra^dy ;  and  it  is 
certain,  that  he  first  designed  it  a  tragedy  himself,  and 
there  are  several  plans  of  it  in  the  form  of  a  tragedy  still  to 
he  seen  in  the  author's  own  manuscript,  presei'ved  in  the 
library  of  Trini^  College,  Cambridge.  And  it  is  probable 
that  he  did  not  barely  sketch  out  the  plans,  but  also  wrote 
some  parts  of  the  drama  itself.  It  was  not  till  after  he  was 
disengaged  from  the  Salmaaian  controversy,  wliich  ended 
in  1655,  that  he  began  to  mould  the  "  Paradise  Lost "  in 
its  present  form.,'  but  after  tjie  Kestoration,  when  he  was 
dismissed  from  public  business,  and  freed  from  contro- 
versy, he  prosecuted  the  work  with  closer  application.  Mr. 
Philips  relates  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  com- 
position of  this  poem,  which  he  says  he  had  reason  to 
remember,  as  it  was  told  bim  by  Milton  himself,  that  hi'', 
vein  never  happily  flowed  but  firom  the  autumnal  equinox 


to  the  vernal,  ftnd  that  what  te  atttmpted  at  other  times 
was  not  to  hia  aatialaction,  though  he  courted  hla  taaoj 
never  ao  much ;  but  whenever  the  poem  waa  written,  it  was 
finiahed  in  168Ci,  and,  aa  Elwood  says,  was  shown  t«  him 
that  same  year  at  St  Giles  Chalfoat,  whither  Milton  had 
retired  to  avoid  the  plague,  and  it  was  lent  to  him  to  peruse 
it  and  pass  ills  judgment  upon  it :  and,  oonsidering  tha 
difGculties  which  the  author  lay  under,  his  uneasiness  on 
account  of  the  puhlio  affairs  and  his  own,  bis  age  and 
inilrmitiea,  his  gout  and  blindness,  his  not  being  in  ciroum- 
atances  to  maintain,  an  amanueniis,  but  obliged  to  make 
use  of  any  hand  that  came  next  to  write  bis  verses  as  he 
made  them ;  it  is  really  wonderful  that  he  should  have  the 
spirit  to  undertake  such  a  work,  and  much  more,  that 
he  should  ever  have  brought  it  to  perfection.  And  after 
the  poem  was  finished,  stiU  new  difficulties  retarded  the 
publication  of  it.  It  was  in  dai^r  of  beii^  suppieaaed 
through  the  malice  or  ignorance  of  tbe  licenser,  who  took 
exception  at  some  passages,  and  particularly  at  that  noble 
simile,  in  the  first  book,  of  the  sun  in  an  eclipse,  in  which 
he  fancied  that  he  bad  discovered  treason.  It  was  with 
difficulty,  too,  that  the  author  could  sell  the  copy;  and  he 
Bold  it  at  last  only  for  five  poimds,  but  was  to  receive  five 
pounds  more  after  the  sale  of  1,SOO  of  the  flrat  impression, 
and  five  pounds  more  after  the  sale  of  as  many  of  the 
second  impression,  and  five  more  after  the  sale  of  as  many 
of  the  third,  and  the  number  of  each  imprestdon  was  not  to 
exceed  1,500.  And  what  a  poor  consideration  was  this  for 
such  an  inestimable  performance  1  and  how  much  more  do 
others  get  by  the  works  of  great  authors,  than  the  authors 
themselves  1  And  yet  we  find  that  Hoyla,  the  author  of 
the  "  Treatise  on  the  Game  of  Whist,"  after  having  disposed 
of  the  whole  of  the  first  impression,  sold  the  copy  to  the 
bookseUer  for  two  hundred  ffuineas. 

Without  entering  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  numerous 
editions  of  this  splendid  and  ever-popular  poem,  we  may 
observe  that  it  has  been  a  source  of  imitation  and  criticism 
in  all  countries,  and  that  the  grealast  nritloa  have  eagerly 

E'ven  their  labours  to  its  illustration  and  correotion.    It 
IS  also  been  translated  into  several  languages,  Latin, 
Italian,  French,  and  Dutch ;  and  proposals  have  been  made' 
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for  translating  it  into  Ore^k.  The  Dutch  translation 
iH  in  blank  verse,  and  printed  at  Haarlem.  So  that  hj 
one  means  or  other.  Milton  is  now  considered  as  an 
English  classic;  and  the  "Paradise  Lost"  is  generally 
esteemed  the  noblest  and  most  sublime  of  modem 
poems,  and  equal  at  least  to  the  best  of  the  ancient : 
the  honour  of  this  country,  and  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  all  others. 

In  1870  he  published  his  "  History  of  Britain,"  that  part 
especially  now  called  Enf^land.  He  began  it  above  twenty 
yeatB  before,  but  was  frequently  interrupted  by  other  avo- 
cadonB ;  and  he  designed  to  have  brought  it  down  to  his 
own  times,  but  stopped  at  the  Norman  conquest ;  for 
indeed  he  was  not  well  able  to  pursue  it  any  farther  by 
reason  of  his  blindness,  and  he  was  engaged  in  other  more 
delightful  studies,  having  a  genius  turned  for  poetry  rather 
than  history.  When  lua  history  was  printed,  it  was  not 
printed  perfect  and  entire ;  for  the  licenser  eipunged 
several  passages,  which,  reflecting  upon  the  pride  and  aupep- 
stition  of  the  monks  in  the  Saxon  times,  were  understood  as 
a  concealed  satire  upon  the  bishops  in  Charles  the  Second's 
reign.  But  the  author  himself  gave  a  copy  of  his  unli- 
censed papers  to  the  Earl  of  Anglesea,  who,  as  well  as 
several  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  constantly  visited  him : 
and  in  1681,  a  considerable  passage,  which  had  been  sup- 
pressed at  the  beginning  of  tbe  third  book,  was  published, 
containing  a  charaoler  of  the  Long  Parliament  and  Assem- 
bly of  Divines  in  1041,  vrhich  was  inserted  in  its  proper 
place  in  the  last  edition  of  1T38. 

In  1070  likewise,  his  "Paradise  Regained"  and  "  Samson 
A^onistes"  were  licensed  t^^ether,  but  were  not  published 
till  the  year  following.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that 
these  two  poems  were  not  printed  by  Simmons,  the  printer 
of  "  Paradise  Lost,"  but  by  J.  M.,  for  one  Starkey,  in  Fleet 
Street  and  what  could  induce  Milton  to  have  recourse  to 
another  printer? — was  it  because  the  former  was  not  enough 
encouraged  by  the  sale  of  "  Paradise  IiOSt"  to  become  a 
pnrchaaoT  of  the  other  copies  ?  The  first  thought  of  "  ParSf 
disc  Regained"  was  owmg  to  Elwood,  the  Quaker,  as  he 
himself  relates  the  occasion,  in  the  history  of  his  life. 
When  Milton  had  lent  him  the  manusoript  of  "Paradise 
LoBt'atSt.  QilesChalfont,  as  we  said  before,  and  he  returned 
it,  Milton  asked  him  how  he  liked  it,  andwhat  he  thought  of 
it :  "  which  I  modestly,  but  freely  told  him,"  aayu  Elwoodj 


"  aod  after  some  further  disoourBe  aboat  it,  I  pleasantly 
eaid  to  him,  'Thou  haBt  said  much  of  Paradise  Lost,  but 
what  hast  Ihou  to  say  of  Paradise  Found  ? '  He  made  me  no 
answer,  but  sat  some  time  in  a  muse ;  then  broke  off  that 
discourse,  and  fell  upon  another  subject"  When  Elwood 
afterwards  waited  upon  him  in  London,  Milton  showed  him 
his  "  Paradise  Be^ned,"  and  in  a  pleasant  tone  said  to 
him,  "  This  is  owing  to  you,  for  jou  put  it  into  my  head  by 
the  question  you  put  me  at  Chalfont,  which  before  1  had  not 
thought  of."  It  IS  commonly  reported,  that  Milton  himaeif 
preferred  this  poem  to  the  "ParaiJiBe  Lost;"  but  all  that  we 
can  assert  upon  good  authority  is,  that  he  could  not  endure 
to  hear  this  poem  cried  down  so  much  as  it  was,  in  com- 
parison with  the  other.  For  certainly  it  is  very  worthy  of 
the  author,  and  contrary  to  what  Mr.  Totand  relates.  Milton 
may  be  seen  in  "  ParadiBe  Begained,"  as  well  as  in  "  Para- 
dise Lost"  If  it  is  inferior  in  poetry,  I  know  not  whether 
it  is  not  superior  in  sentiment ;  if  it  Is  less  descriptire,  it  is 
more  argumentative ;  if  it  does  not  sometimes  rise  eo  high, 
neither  does  it  ever  sink  so  low;  and  it  has  not  met  with 
the  approbation  it  deserves,  only  because  it  has  not  been 
more  read  and  considered.  His  subject,  indeed,  is  confined, 
and  he  has  a  narrow  foundation  to  build  upon ;  but  he  has 
raised  as  noble  a  superstructure,  as  such  little  room  and 
such  scanty  materials  would  allow.  The  great  beauty  of 
it  is  the  contrast  between  the  two  characterB  of  the  Tempter 
and  our  Saviour,  the  artful  sophistry  and  specious  insinu- 
ations of  the  one  refuted  by  the  strong  sense  and  manly 
eloquence  of  the  other.  This  poem  has  also  been  translated 
into  French,  together  with  some  other  pieces  of  Milton — 
"  Lycidas,"  "  L' Allegro,"  "  II  Penseroso,  and  the  "  Ode  on 
Chnst^S  Nativity ; "  while  it  has  met  with  commentators  of 
ei^al  ability  with  those  who  have  devoted  their  labours  to 
"  Paradise  Lost."  His  "  Samson  Agoniatea "  is  the  only 
tragedy  that  be  baa  flmsbed,  though  he  bas  sketched  out  the 
plans  of  several,  and  proposed  the  subjects  of  more,  in  his 
manuscript  preaerved  in  Trinity  College  Library:  and  we, 
may  suppose  that  he  was  determined  to  the  choice  of  this 
particular  subject  by  the  similitude  of  his  own  circumstances 
to  those  of  Samson  blind,  and  among  the  Philistines.  This 
'       o  be  the  last  of  his  poetical  pieces ;   and  it  is 


he  veiT  spirit  of  the  ancients,  and  equals,  if  not 
exceeds,  any  of  the  moat  perfect  tragedies  which  were  ever 
exhibited  on  the  Athenian  stage  when  Greece  was  in  ita 


glory.  As  this  work  was  never  inteoded  for  the  stage,  the 
dinsion  into  acts  and  scenes  is  onaitted.  Bishop  Atterhury 
bad  an  intention  of  getting  Mr.  Pope  to  divide  it  into  acts 
and  scenes,  and  of  having  it  acted  hy  the  king's  scholars  at 
Westminster ;  but  liis  commitment  to  the  Tower  put  an  end 
to  that  design.  It  has  since  been  brought  upon  the  stage 
in  the  form  of  an  oratorio ;  and  Handel's  njusic  is  never 
employed  ta  greater  advantage,  than  when  it  is  adapted  to 
HUton's  words.  That  great  artist  has  done  equal  justice  to 
our  author's  "  L'Allegro,"  and  "  II  Penseroso,"  as  if  the  same 

Strit  possessed  both  masters,  and  asif  tbe  god  of  music  and 
verse  was  still  one  and  the  same. 

There  are  also  some  other  pieces  of  Milton,  for  he  con- 
tinued publiiibisg  to  the  last  In  1S73,  he  published  "  Aitia 
Logicie  plenior  Institutio  ad  Petri  Bami  methodum  concin- 
nata,"  an  institution  of  logic,  after  the  method  of  Petrus 
Ramus ;  and  the  year  following,  a  treatise  of  true  religion, 
and  the  best  means  to  prevent  tlie  growth  of  PopeiT,  miich 
had  greatly  increased  through  the  connivance  of  the  King, 
and  the  more  open  encouragement  of  the  Duke  of  York; 
and  the  same  year,  his  poems,  which  had  been  printed  in 
164D,  were  reprinted,  with  tbe  addition  of  several  others. 
Hisfamiliar  epistles,  and  some  academical  exercises,  "Epis- 
tolarum  familiarium.  Lib.  I.,  et  Prolusioues  qucedam  Ora- 
torite  in  Collegio  Christ!  habiOs,"  were  printed  in  1874;  as 
was  also  his  translation  out  of  Tjtfin  mto  English  of  the 
Poles'  declaration  concemii^  tbe  eteotion  of  their  king 
John  III.,  Betting  forth  tbe  virtues  and  merits  of  that  prince. 
Hfl  wrote  also  a  brief  history  of  Muscovy,  collected  from 
the  relaliona  of  several  travellers;  but  it  was  not  printed  till 
after  bis  death  in  1GS2.  He  had  likewise  his  state  letters 
transcribed  at  the  request  of  the  Danish  resident,  but 
neither  were  they  printed  till  aftei  his  death  in  1676,  and 
were  translated  int«  English  in  16D4;  and  to  that  trans- 
lation a  life  of  Milton  was  prefixed  by  bis  nephew,  Mr. 
Edward  Phihps,  and  at  the  end  of  that  life  his  excellent 
sonnets  to  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and  Cyriao 
Skinner  on  his  blindness,  were  first  printed. 

After  a  life  thus  spent  in  study  and  labours  for  the  pub- 
lic, he  died  of  the  gout  at  his  house  in  Bunhill-row,  on  or 
about  the  lOth  of  November,  Wi.  when  he  had  within  a 
month  completed  the  sixty-fifth  vear  of  bis  age.  It  is  not 
known  when  he  was  first  attacked  by  the  gout ;  but  he  was 
grievously  afflicted  with  it  several  of  the  last  years  of  hk 


life,  and  w«b  weakened  to  such  a  degree  tliat  lie  died  with- 
out a,  groan,  and  those  in  the  room  perceived  not  whea  he 
expired  Hid  body  was  decently  interred  near  that  of  hia 
father  (who  had  died  yery  aged  about  the  year  1647),  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church  of  gl  Giles's,  Cripplegate ;  luid  all 
his  great  and  learned  friends  in  London,  not  without  a 
friendly  concourse  of  the  common  people,  paid  their  last 
respects  in  attending  it  to  Qie  grave.  A  monument  has 
heen  erected  to  his  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey  by 
Auditor  Benson,  in  the  year  1T3T ;  hut  the  best  monument 
oFhimia  his  writings. 

Inhis  youth  he  wasesteemedeitremelyhandsome;  so  that, 
while  he  was  a  student  at  Cambridge,  he  was  called  the 
Lady  of  Christ'fl  College.  He  had  a  very  fine  skin  and 
fresn  complexion ;  his  hair  was  of  a  light  brown,  and,  parted 
on  the  foretop,  hung  down  in  curls  waving  upon  his  snoald- 
era;  bis  features  were  eiact  and  regular;  his  voice  agree- 
|j)le  and  musical ;  his  habit  clean  and  neat;  his  deportment 
erect  and  manly.  He  was  middle-sized  and  well-propor- 
tioned, neither  tall  nor  short,  neither  too  lean  nor  too  cor^ 
pulent,  strong  and  active  m  his  younger  years,  and,  though 
afflicted  with  frequent  headaches,  blindness,  and  gout,  was 
yet  a  comely  and  well-looking  man  to  the  last.  His  eyes 
were  of  a  light  blue  colour,  and  from  the  flrst  are  said  to 
have  been  none  of  the  brightest ;  but  after  he  lost  the  sight 
of  them  (which  happened  about  the  43rd  year  of  his  age), 
they  stjll  appeared  without  spot  or  blemish,  and  at  first 
view,  and  at  a  little  distance,  it  was  not  easy  to  know  that 
he  was  blind. 

In  his  way  of  living  he  waa  an  example  of  sobrie^  and 
temperance.  He  was  very  sparing  in  the  use  of  wine  or 
strong  liquors  of  any  kind.  He  wanted  not  any  artificial 
spirits ;  be  had  a  natural  flre  and  poetic  warmth  enough  of 
his  own.  He  was  likewise  very  abstemious  in  his  diet ;  not 
fastidiously  nice  or  delicate  in  the  choice  of  bia  dishes,  but 
content  with  anythii^  that  was  most  in  season,  or  easiest  to 
be  procured;  eating  and  drinking  (according  to  the  dis> 
tinction  of  Socrates)  that  he  might  live,  and  not  living  that 
he  might  eat  and  drink.  So  that  probably  his  gout  de- 
scended by  inheritance  irom  one  or  other  of  his  parents ; 
or,  if  it  was  of  his  own  acquiring,  it  must  have  been  owinff 
3  studious  and  sedentary  life.  And  yet  he  delighted 
imes  in  walking  and  using  exercise,  but  we  bear  no 
thing  of  his  riding  or  hunting ;  and,  having  early  lean»4 


to  fence,  he  was  such  a  iiia,ster  of  his  sword,  that  h6  waa 
Dot  afraid  of  resenting  an  affront  from  any  man;  and,  be- 
fore he  lost  hia  eight,  his  principal  recreation  waa  the 
exercise  of  bis  arms ;  but  after  he  was  confined  by  age  and 
btinduess,  he  had  a  machine  to  swing  in  for  the  preservation 
of  his  health.  In  his  youth  he  waa  accuatomed  to  sdt  up 
late  at  his  studies,  and  seldom  went  to  bed  before  midnight ; 
but  afterwards,  finding  it  to  be  the  ruin  of  his  eves,  and 
looking  on  this  custom  as  very  pernicious  to  health  at  any 
time,  he  used  to  go  to  rest  early,  seldom  later  Chan  nine, 
and  would  be  stirring  in  the  summer  at  four,  and  in  the 
winter  at  five  in  the  mommg;  but  if  he  was  not  disposed 
to  rise  at  his  usual  hours,  he  still  did  not  he  sleeping,  but 
had  somebody  or  other  by  his  bedside  Ut  read  to  him.  At 
his  first  rising  he  had  usually  a  chapter  read  to  him  out  of 
the  Hebrew  Bible;  and  he  commonly  studied  all  the  mom- 
ing  till  twelve,  then  used  some  exercise  for  an  hour,  after- 
wards dined,  and  after  dinner  played  on  the  organ,  and 
either  sung  himself  or  made  his  wife  sing,  who  (he  said) 
had  a  good  voice  but  no  ear ;  and  then  he  went  up  to  study 
again  till  six,  when  his  friends  came  to  visit  him,  and  sat 
with  him  perhaps  till  eight;  then  he  went  down  to  supper, 
which  was  usually  olives  or  some  light  thing ;  and  after 
supper  he  smokedhis  pipe,  and  drank  a  glasa  of  water,  and 
went  to  bed.  He  loved  the  country,  and  commends  it,  as 
poets  usually  do  ;  but  after  his  return  from  his  travels, ' 


town ;  and  the  pleasures  of  the  country  were  in  a  great 
measure  lost  to  him,  as  they  depend  mostly  upon  sight, 
whereas  a  blind  man  wants  company  and  conversation, 
which  is  to  be  had  better  in  populous  cities.  But  he  waa 
led  out  sometimes  for  the  benetil  of  the  fresh  air ;  and  in 
warm  sunny  weather  he  used  to  sit  at  the  door  of  his  house 
near  Bimbill  Fields,  and  there,  as  well  as  in  the  house,  re- 
ceived the  visits  of  persons  of  quality  and  distinction  ;  for 
he  was  no  less  visited  to  the  last  both  by  his  own  country. 
men  and  foreigners,  than  he  had  been  in  his  flouhehing 
condition  before  the  Restoration. 

Some  ofajectionB  indeed  haye  been  made  to  hia  temper,  to 
which  hia  method  (rf  writing  controversy  might  seem  to  give 
colour ;  but  some  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  customs 
and  manners  of  the  time.  Controversy  aa  well  as  war  was 
rougher  and  mora  barbarous  in  thoee.  days  than  it  ia  is. 


these.  And  it  is  to  be  considered,  too,  that  his  adversariea 
first  began  the  attack:  Ihej  loaded  him  with  much  more 
personal  abuse,  onij  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  bo 
much  wit  to  season  it.  If  he  had  engaged  with  more  candid 
and  ingenuous  disputants,  he  woiild  have  preferred  ciTility 
and  fair  ailment  to  wit  and  satire:  "To  do  so  was  niy 
choice,  and  to  have  done  thus  was  my  chance,"  as  he  ex- 
presses himself  in  the  conclusion  of  one  of  his  controvereiai 
pieces.  All  who  have  written  anj  accounts  of  his  life  agree 
(hat  he  was  affable  and  instructive  in  conversation,  of  an 
equal  aod  eheerful  temper;  and  vet  I  can  easily  believe 
that  he  had  a  sufficient  sense  of  his  own  merits,  and  coa- 
t^mpt  enough  for  his  adversaries. 

His  merits,  indeed,  were  singular ;  for  be  was  a  man  not 
only  of  wonderful  genius,  but  of  immense  learning  and 
erudition;  not  onl^  an  incomparable  poet,  but  a  great 
mathemaUcian,  logician,  historian,  and  divine.  He  waa 
a  master  not  only  of  the  Greek  and  Latin,  hut  likewise  of 
the  Hebrew,  Clialdee,  and  Syriac,  as  well  as  of  tha  modem 
languages,  Italian,  French,  and  Spanish.  He  was  par- 
tiouJarly  skilled  in  the  Italian,  which  he  always  profcrred 
to  the  French  language ;  and  he  net  only  wiote  elegantly 
in  it,  but  is  highly  commended  for  his  writings  by  the  most 
learned  of  the  Italians  themselves.  He  had  read  almost  all 
authors,  and  improved  by  all,  even  by  romances,  of  whicli 
he  had  been  fund  in  his  younger  years;  and  as  the  bee 
can  extract  honey  out  of  weeds,  so  (to  use  his  own  words) 
"  those  books,  which  to  many  others  have  been  the  fuel  M 
wantonness  and  loose  living,  proved  to  him  so  many  incite- 
ments to  the  love  and  observation  of  virtue."  His  fevourite 
author,  after  the  Holy  Scriptures,  was  Homer,  whom  ho 
could  repeat  almost  all  without  book ;  and  be  was  advised 
ta  undertake  a  translation  of  his  works,  which  no  doubt  he 
would  have  enecuted  to  admiration.  But  (as  be  says  of 
himself  in  his  postscript  to  the  "  Judgment  of  Martin 
Bucer")  "  he  never  could  jelight  in  long  citations,  much 
less  in  whole  traductions."  He  was  possessed  too  much  of 
an  original  genius  to  be  a  mere  copier.  "  Whether  it  be 
natural  disposition,"  says  he,  "  or  education  in  me,  or  that 
my  mother  bore  me  a  speaker  of  what  God  made  my  own, 
and  not  a  translator."  After  bis  severer  studies,  and  aJter 
dinner,  as  we  observed  before,  he  used  to  divert  and  unbend 
his  mind  with  music,  of  which  he  was  as  much  a  mister  aa 
was  his  father,  and  he  could  perform  both  vocally  and 
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inBtrumentally,  and  it  is  said  that  he  oompoaed  reiy  well, 
though  nothing  of  this  kind  is  banded  down  to  us.  It 
it  is  also  said  that  he  had  some  skill  in  painting  as  well 
03  in  music,  and  that  eomewhere  or  other  there  is  a  head  of 
Milton  drawn  bj  himself.  He  had  a  quick  apprehension, 
a  sublime  imagination,  a  strong  memoiy,  a,  piercing  Judg- 
ment, a  wit  always  ready,  and  facetious  or  graie  as  the 
occasion  required :  and  Iknow  not  whether  the  loss  of  his 
eight  did  not  add  vigour  to  the  faculties  of  his  miid.  He 
at  least  thought  so,  and  often  comforted  iumself  «ith  that 
leflectioQ. 

But  hia  great  parts  and  learning  have  scarcely  gained 
him  more  aomirers  than  his  political  principles  have  raised 
him  enemies.  And  yet  the  darling  passion  of  his  soul  was 
the  love  of  liberty ;  this  was  his  constant  aim  and  end, 
however  he  might  be  mistaken  in  the  means.  He  was. 
indeed,  veiy  zealous  in  what  waa  called  the  good  old  cause, 
and  with  his  spirit  and  his  resolution  it  is  somewhat  won- 
derful that  he  never  ventiu^d  his  person  in  the  ciiil  war ; 
hut  though  he  was  not  in  arms,  he  was  not  unactive,  and 
thought,  1  suppose,  that  he  could  be  of  more  service  to  the 
nanse  by  his  pen  than  bv  his  sword.  He  was  a  thorough 
republican,  and  in  this  he  thought  like  a  Greek  or  Boman, 
as  he  was  very  conversant  with  their  writings.  And  one 
day,  Sir  Robert  Howard,  who  was  a  friend  to  Milton  as  well 
as  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  was  one  of  bis  con- 
stant visitors  to  the  last,  inquired  of  him  how  he  came  to 
side  with  the  republicans  Milton  answered,  among  other 
reasons,  because  theirs  was  the  most  frugal  governnient,  for 
the  trappings  of  a  monarchy  might  set  up  an  ordinary 
commonwetUlh.  But  then,  his  attachment  to  CroraweU 
must  be  condemned,  as  bein^  neither  consistent  with  his 
republican  principles,  nor  with  hia  love  of  liberty.  And  I 
know  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  his  conduct,  hut  by  pre- 
Huming  (as  I  think  we  may  reasonably  presume)  that  he  was 
far  from  entirely  approving  of  Cromwell's  proceedings,  but 
considered  him  as  the  only  person  who  could  rescue  the 
nation  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Preabylerians,  who  he 
saw  were  erecting  a  worse  dominion  of  their  own  upon  the 
ruins  of  prelalical  episcopacy ;  and  of  all  things  he  di-eaded 
n)iritual  slavery,  and  tbareiore  closed  with  Cromwell  and 
the  Independents,  as  he  expected  tinder  them  greater 
liberty  of  conscience.  And  uiough  he  served  Cromwell, 
yet  it  must  be  said  for  Mm,  that  he  served  a  great  master. 


and  served  him  al)ly,  and  was  not  wanting  tram  time  to 
time  in  f^iviog  him  excellent  good  advice,  e^eciailj  in  his 
second  defence. 

Jn  matters  of  religion,  too,  he  has  given  as  great  offence, 
or  even  greater,  than  by  his  political  principles.  Bat  still 
let  not  the  infidel  glory:  no  such  man  was  ever  of  that 
party.  He  had  the  advantaj^  of  a  pious  education,  and 
ever  expressed  the  profoundest  reverence  of  the  Deity  ia 
his  woras  and  actions,  was  hoth  a  Chiistian  and  a  Pro- 
testant, and  studied  and  admired  the  Holy  Scriptures  abova 
all  other  books  whatsoever;  and  in  all  his  writings  he 
plainly  shows  a  re1i|:^ouB  turn  of  mind,  as  well  in  verse 
as  in  prose,  as  well  in  his  works  of  an  earlier  date  as  id 
those  of  later  composition.  When  he  wrote  the  "  Doctrine 
and  Discipline  of  Divorce,"  he  appears  to  have  been  a 
Calvinist;  but  afterwards  he  entertained  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  Arminius.  Some  have  inclined  lo  believe  that 
he  was  an  Arian ;  but  there  are  more  express  passages  in 
bis  works  to  overthrow  this  opinion,  than  any  there  are 
to  confirm  it- 
Milton  was  indeed  a  dissenter  from  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, in  which  be  had  been  educated,  and  was  by  his 
tarents  designed  for  holy  orders,  as  we  related  before;  but 
e  was  led  away  by  early  prejudices  a^inst  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  the  Church ;  and  in  his  younger  years  was 
a  favourer  of  the  Presbyterians;  in  his  middle  age  he  was 
best  pleased  with  the  Independents  and  Anabaptists,  as 
allowing  greater  liberty  of  conscience  than  others,  and 
coming  neai'est  in  his  opinion  to  the  primitive  practice ; 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  not  a  professed 
member  of  any  particular  sect  of  Christians,  he  frequented 
no  public  worship,  nor  used  «ny  religious  rite  in  his  family. 
Whether  so  mai.y  different  forms  of  worship  as  he  had 
seen,  had  made  him  indifferent  to  all  forms ;  or  whether  he 
thought  that  all  Christians  bad  in  some  things  corrupted 
the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Gospel ;  or  whether  be 
disliked  their  endless  and  uncharitable  disputes,  and  that 
love  of  dominion  and  inclination  to  persecution  which  ha 
said  was  a  piece  of  Popery  inseparable  from  all  Churehea ; 
or  whether  he  believed  that  a  man  might  be  a  good 
Christian  without  Joining  in  any  communion ;  or  whether 
he  did  not  look  upon  himself  as  inspired,  as  wrapped  up  ia 
Ood,  and  above  all  forms  and  ceremonies,  it  is  not  easy  to 
determine — "  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or  falleth;" 


but  if  lie  was  of  any  denomination,  be  WM  a  sort  of  a 

Qtiietist,  and  was  full  of  the  interior  of  religion,  thougb.  he 
BO  little  regarded  the  exterior;  and  it  is  certain  was  to  tbe 
last  an  enthueiaat  rather  than  an  Infidel. 


re  never  very  mean,  nor  very  great; 
for  he  lived  above  want  and  was  not  intent  upon  accumu- 
lating wealth ;  I  ie  ambition  was  more  to  enrich  and  adorn 
his  mind.  His  father  supported  him  in  his  travels,  and 
for  Bome  time  after.  Then  his  pupils  must  have  been  of 
some  advantage  to  him,  and  brought  him  either  a  certain 
stipend  or  considerable  presents  at  least;  and  he  bad 
scarcely  any  other  method  of  improving  his  fortune,  as  he 
was  of  no  possession.  When  his  father  died,  be  inherited 
an  elder  son's  share  of  his  estate,  the  principal  part  of 
which.  I  believe,  was  his  house  in  Bread-street.  And  not 
long  after,  he  was  appointed  Latin  Secretary  with  a  salary 
of  2001.  a  year;  so  that  be  was  now  in  opulent  circum- 
stances for  a  man  who  had  always  led  a  fnigal  and  tem- 
perate life,  and  was  at  little  unnecessary  expense  besides 
oujring  of  books.  Thongh  he  was  of  the  victorious  par^, 
yet  he  was  far  from  sharing  in  the  spoils  of  his  countir. 
On  the  contrary  (as  we  learu  Irom  his  second  "  Defence  ) 
he  sustained  great  losaea  during  the  civil  war,  and  was  not 
at  all  favoured  in  the  imposition  of  taxes,  but  sometimes 
paid  beyond  his  due  proportion.  And,  upon  a  turn  of 
affairs,  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  his  place,  but  also  lost 
2,000i.,  which  he  had  for  security  and  improvement  put 
into  the  Excise  Office.  He  lost  likewise  another  con- 
siderable sum  for  want  of  proper  care  and  management,  as 
persona  of  Milton's  genius  are  seldom  expert  in  money 
matters.  And  in  tbe  fire  of  London  his  house  in  Bread- 
street  was  burned,  before  which  accident  foreignera  have 
gone  out  of  devotion  (says  Wood)  to  see  the  house  and 
chamber  where  he  was  bom.  His  gains  were  inconsider- 
able in  proportion  to  his  losses;  for,  excepting  the  thou- 
sand pounds  which  were  given  him  fay  the  Government  for 


writing  his  "  Defence  of  3ie  People"  against  Salmasius,  s 
may  conclude  that  be  got  very  little  Ijy  the  copies  of  "- 
wo»s,  when  it  does  not  appear  that  he  received  any  n 


than  ten  pounds  for  "  Paradise  Lost"  Some  time  before 
he  died  he  sold  the  greater  part  of  his  library,  as  his  heirs 
were  not  qualified  to  make  a  proper  use  of  it,  and  as  he 
thought  that  he  could  dispose  of  it  to  greater  advantage 
than  they  could  after  his  decease.    And  finally,  by  one 


means  or  other,  he  died  worth  one  thousand  five  hundred 
poiuida  besides  hia  household  goods,  which  was  □□  incom- 
petent subsistence  for  him,  who  was  as  great  a  philosojifaer 
as  a  poet 
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IN    PAUADISUM    AMISSAM 


J0HANNI8    MILTONI. 


Qci  legis  Amissam  Paradisura,  grandia  magni 

Carmiiia  Miltoni,  quid  nisi  cuDCta  legis? 
Bes  ctmctas,  et  cunctarum  primordia  remm, 

Et  fata,  et  fines  rontinet  iste  liber. 
Intiina  pandimtur  magni  penetralia  mundl, 

Scribitiir  et  toto  quicquid  in  orbe  latet: 
Terroemie,  tractusque  maris,  ocelianque  profandum, 

Sul]Miureumqiie  Erebi,  flammivomumque  specus: 
Qufcque  colunt  terras,  pontumque,  et  Tartara  CECa, 

Quicque  colunt  eummi  liidda  regnapoli; 
Et  quodcunque  idliR  conclusuiu  est  finibus  usquam, 

Et  sine  fine  Cbaos,  et  eine  fine  Deus : 
Et  sine  fine  magis,  si  quid  magis  est  sine  fine. 

In  Cbristo  erga  homines  concOiatus  amor. 
Hoc  qui  Bperaret  quis  erederet  esse  fulum? 

£t  tamen  hEec  bodie  teria  Britanna  legit. 
0  quantoa  in  belJa  duces  I  qvK  protulit  anna  I 

QiiEe  canit,  et  quanta  ptielia  dira  tuba) 
Ccelestes  acies !  atque  in  cerlamine  coelum  I 

Et  qua  coilestes  pugna  deceret  agros ! 
Quactus  in  sthereis  tollit  se  LuciFer  armisl 

Atque  i]>80  graditur  yix  Micbaele  minor  I 
Quantis,  et  quam  funestis  concurritur  iris, 

Dum  ferus  hie  stellaa  protegit,  ille  rapit  I 
Dura  Ytilaos  monies  ceu  tela  reciproca  torquent, 

Et  non  mortal]  desoper  igne  pluunt : 
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SUt  dubiiia  oui  Be  parti  ooncedat  Olympus, 

£t  metuit  pugnie  iion  superesse  sue. 
At  simui  in  ccelis  Measin  insignia  fulgent, 

Et  currus  onimes,  armaque  dlgna  Ueo. 
Hozrendumque  rot(B  strident,  el  ssera  rotarum 

Enimpunt  torvis  Mgura  luniinibus, 
Et  flamraa;  vibrant,  et  vera  touitrua  rauco 

Admistis  flammia  iusunuere  polo : 
Excidit  attonitis  mens  omnia,  et  impetus  onuu% 

Et  cassis  dextris  irrita  tela  caduat; 
Ad  p«enas  fugiunt,  et  ceu  foret  Oreus  asylum, 

Infernis  certant  condere  se  tenebris. 
Cedite  Bomani  Seriptores,  ced)t«  Graii, 

Et  qiios  fama  rerens  vel  celebravit  anus. 
Heec  quicunqiie  leget  tantum  oecinisse  putabit 

Mteonitlem  ranas,  Virgilium  culices. 

BiLMDEL  Babrdw,  }, 
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ON   PAE.ADISE    LOST. 


When  I  bebeld  the  poet  blind,  yet  bold, 
Iq  dender  book  his  vast  design  unfold, 
Messiah  crowned,  God's  reconciled  deoroe, 
Bebelling  angels,  the  forbidden  tree. 
Heaven,  Hell,  Earth,  Chaos,  all;  the  ftrgumeitt 
Held  me  a  while,  misdoubting  bis  intent. 
That  he  would  ruin  {for  I  saw  him  strong) 
The  sacred  truths  to  fable  and  old  son^ 
(So  Samson  groped  the  temple's  posts  m  spite). 
The  world  o'erwhelming  to  revenge  bis  agbt. 


Through  that  wide  field  how  he  his  way  should  find, 
"'  !r  which  lame  faitli  leads  understantiing  blind ; 


Or  if  a  work  so  infinite  he  spanned. 
Jealous  I  was  that  some  less  skilful  hand 
(Such  as  disquiet  always  what  is  well, 
Aod  by  ill  imitating  wotJd  excel) 
Might  hence  presume  the  whole  creation's  day 
To  change  in  scenes,  and  show  it  in  a  play. 

Pardon  me,  mighty  poet,  nor  despise 
My  causeless,  yet  not  impious,  surmise. 
But  T  am  now  convinced,  and  none  will  dare 
Within  thy  labours  to  pretend  a  share. 
Thou  hast  not  missed  one  thought  that  could  he  lit. 
And  all  that  was  improper  dost  omit : 
So  that  no  room  is  here  for  writers  left. 
But  to  detect  their  ignorance  or  theft. 


^.iooglc 


That  majestr,  which  through  thy  work  doth  reigD, 
Draws  the  devout,  deterring  the  profajie. 
And  things  divine  thou  treat'et  of  ia  such  state 
As  them  preserveB,  and  thee  inviolate. 
At  once  delight  and  horror  on  us  seize, 
Thou  sii^st  with  bo  mush  gravity  and  ease : 
And  above  human  flight  dost  soar  aloft 
With  plume  so  strong,  so  equal,  and  so  soft. 
The  bird  named  from  that  Paradise  you  sing 
So  never  flags,  but  always  keeps  on  wing. 

Where  couldst  tbou  words  of  such  a  compass  find? 
Wheace  furnish  such  a  vast  expense  of  mind? 
Just  Heaven  thee,  like  Tiresias.  to  requite, 
Bewards  with  prophecy  thy  loss  of  si^t 

Well  might'st  thou  scorn  thy  readers  to  allnre 
With  tinkling  rhyme,  of  thy  own  sense  sectu% ; 
While  the  Town-Bays  writes  all  the  while  and  spells. 
And  like  a  pack-horse  tires  without  his  bells ; 
Their  fancies  like  our  buahy  points  appear, 
The  poets  tag  them,  we  for  fashion  wear. 
I,  too,  transported  by  the  mode,  commend, 
And  whOe  Imeao  to  pruse  thee  must  offend. 
Thy  verse,  created  like  tby  theme  sublime. 
In  number,  we^hl,  and  measure,  needs  not  rhyme. 

Anukbw  MutTKL. 
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^arabiat  Josi. 


A    POEM,    IN    TWELVE    BOOKS. 
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THE    VERSE. 

Tub  measure  is  English  heroic  veree,  without  Ayme,  as 
that  of  Homer  in  Greek,  and  of  Virgil  in  Lafiu ;  rhyme 
being  no  necessary  adjunct  or  true  ornament  of  poem  or 
good  Terse,  ia  longer  works  espeeiaUy,  but  the  invention  of 
a  barbarous  age,  to  set  off  wretched  matter  and  iame  metr« ; 
graced,  indeed,  since  bj  the  use  of  wme  famous  modem 
poets,  carried  away  by  custom,  hat  much  to  their  own  vexa- 
tion, hindrance,  and  constraint,  to  express  many  things 
otherwise,  and  for  the  most  psjt  worse  than  else  they  would 
hare  expressed  them.  Not  without  cause,  therefore,  some 
both  Italian  and  Spanish  poets  of  prime  note,  have  rejected 
rhyme  both  in  longer  and  shorter  works,  as  have  also  loi^ 
since  our  best  English  tragedies,  as  a  thing  of  itself,  to  all 
judicious  ears,  trivial,  and  of  no  true  musical  delight, 
which  consists  only  in  apt  numbera,  fit  quantity  of  syllables, 
and  the  sense  varioiisly  drawn  out  from  one  verse  into 
another;  not  in  the  jingling  sound  of  like  endiuga — a  fault 
avoided  by  the  learned  ancients  both  in  poetir  and  alJ  good 
oratory.  This  neglect,  then,  of  rhyme,  so  little  is  to  be 
taken  for  a  defect,  though  it  may  seem  so  perhaps  to  vulgar 
readers,  that  it  rather  is  to  ha  esteemed  an  example  set,  the 
first  in  English,  of  ancient  liberty  recovered  to  heroic  poem, 
from  the  troublesome  and  modern  bondage  of  rhyming. 
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This  Vint,  Book  proposei.  tint  in  brief,  the  whole  antiject,  Hin'a  dii- 
obedience,  and  the  loes  thereupon  of  PBradise  wherein  he  nu 
placed :  then  touchee  the  prime  canae  of  hia  fill,  the  serpent,  or 
nther  Satin  in  the  serpent;  nho  revolting  from  God,  aiid  drawing 
to  hia  Bide  man;  legiona  of  angela,  via  bj  the  command  of  God 
driven  ont  of  Heaven,  with  all  hia  crew,  into  the  great  deep. 
Which  action  paaeed  over,  the  poem  hasteos  into  the  midet  of 
things,  preaenting  Satan  with  hiB  angela  now  fallen  into  Hell, 
docribed  here,  not  in  the  centre  (for  Heaven  and  Earth  ma^  ba 
nipposed  aa  yet  not  made,  certainly  not  yet  accursed),  but  in  a 
plaoe  of  ntter  darkneaa,  Etlieat  called  Chaost  here  St.Uta  with  hia 
ai^ela  lying  on  the  bnming  lake,  thunderatmclc  and  aatoniahed, 
alter  a  certain  space  recovera,  aa  &om  confoaion.  calla  np  him  who 
next  in  order  and  dignity  lav  by  him ;  they  confer  of  their  miaeralile 
talL  Satan  awakena  all  his  leRiona,  who  lay  till  then  in  the  same 
manner  confoDnded ;  they  ibe.  their  nombera,  array  of  battle, 
their  chief  leaders  named,  according  to  the  idols  known  afterwarda 
in  Canaan  and  the  conntries  adjoining.  To  thcHS  Satan  direcia  hia 
apeech.  comforts  them  with  hope  yet  of  regaining  Heaven,  but 
tella  them  lastly  of  a  new  world  and  new  kind  of  creature  to  be 
created,  according  to  an  ancient  prophecy  or  report  in  Heaven  ;  for 
that  angels  were  long  before  thia  visible  creation,  waa  the  opinion 
of  many  anciest  fathers.  To  find  out  the  truth  of  thia  prophecy, 
and  what  to  determine  thereon,  he  retersCo  a  fall  council.    ^Vhat 

riles  Badd«tily  built  out  of  the  deep :  the  InfOnal  peers  (here  ait 
in  cotindl. 

Or  Han's  fir«t  disobedience,'  and  the  fruit 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe. 
With  loss  of  Eden,  tUl  one  greater  Uon 
BesI<He  US,  and  regain  the  blissful  seat, 

'  Hilton  hai  proposed  the  satject  of  hia  poem  in  the  folloiiing 
versea-  Thaaa  linea  are  perhapa  as  plain,  simple,  and  unadorned,  aa 
any  oif  the  wliole  poem,  in  which  particular  the  author  hu  oonformed 
himattf  to  the  aumpla  of  Homer  asd  the  precept  of  Horace.  Hia 
iavucatiou  to  a  work,  which  turns  in  a  great  measure  upon  the 


Sii^  heavenly  Muse,  that  on  the  secret'  top 

Of  Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didst  inspire 

That  shepherd,'  who  first  taught  the  chosen  eeed. 

In  the  banning  how  the  Heavens  and  Earth 

Rose  out  of  Chaos :  or  if  Sion  hill 

Delight  thee  more,  and  SOob'b'  hrook  that  flowed 

Fast  by  the  oracle  of  God,  I  thence 

Invoke  thy  aid  to  my  adventurous  song, 

That  with  no  middle  flight  Intends  to  soar 

Above  the  Aonian  mount,'  while  it  pursues 

Thinga  unattempted  yet  in  prose  or  rhyme. 

And  chiefly  Thou,  0  Spirit,  that  dost  prefer 

Before  all  temples  the  upright  heart  and  pure. 

Instruct  me,  for  Thou  knonest ;  Thou  from  the  first 

Wast  present,  and  with  mighty  wings  outspread 


Btvon  of  the  world,  ia  »nrj  properly  mule  to  the  muse  who  in- 
red  UoBFS  in  those  boolcs  from  whence  our  author  drew  Mb 

-" "julBrmannerinllie  first  production  of  nature.    This 


natnrsL — Addiian. 

'  Endless  dlScoltles  Iistb  been  raised  respecting  this  epithet, 
which,  to  ns,  eeema  perfecflj  desr  and  appropriate.  The  poet 
erldently  refers  to  Horeh  or  Sinu  [the  two  heights,  be  it  remem- 
bered,  of  one  monnlaia.  See  Cilmet  in  mm,  and  Lepsiua,  Diaco- 
-     *      ■    "  ■    "  '4,  sq.).  a»  the  place  where  the  Almighty 


don  with  Mnsee.  wheo  there  was  ^'  a  thick  cloud  u] 
,Eiod.  lii.  16),  and  when  the  people  were  forbidden 
reak  through  onto  the  Lord  to  gua,  lest  the;  perish." — C£ 


xii.23T. 

"  Ood  from  the  mount  of  Sinai,  whose  gruj/  lop 
Shall  tremble,  he  descending." 
Compare  Boblnson,  Biblical  Researches,  t.  i,  p.  IQ9— "  Onr  convio- 
tionwBi  Mrengt^eued  that  here,  or  on  some  of  the  a^jaeent  cli^,  was 
the  spot  where  the  Lord  '  descended  in  fire,'  and  proclaimed  the  law. 
Hen  lay  the  plain  where  the  whole  congregation  might  be  asBembled ; 
hers  was  the  mount  that  could  be  approached,  if  not  fariiddcn  ;  and 
here  tlie  monntain'a  brow  from  where  alone  the  lightnings  aid  Ikiek 
«ltud  would  be  viaible,  and  the  thunders  and  Che  vaioe  of  the  trump 

*  Uoses,  C£  Eiod.  iii.  1. 

*  A  imall  liver  near  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.— C£  Is.  viiL  6. 

*  i.  t.   above  what  other  poeta   have    attempted  ;    the  Aonian 
Konnt  In  Bsoti*  being  popnlarly  si^owd  to  be  tba  hunt  of  th« 

c,.' .1 J  L,  Google 
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Dtn«-tike  Mtat  broodingi  on  die  vast  thjas. 
And  made  it  pregnant :  what  in  me  is  dark 
Illumine,  what  is  low  raise  and  support ; 
That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument 
I  may  assert  eternal  ProTiaence, 
And  justify  the  ways  of  God  to  men. 

Say  first,  for  Heaven  hides  nothing  from  thy  view. 
Nor  the  deep  tract  of  Hell ;  aay  first,  what  cause 
Moved  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  state, 
Favoured  of  Heaven  so  highly,  to  fall  off 
From  their  Creator,  and  transgress  his  will 
For  one  restraint,  lords  of  the  world  heaides  ? 
Who  first  seduced  them  to  that  foul  revolt? 
Th'  infernal  Serpent ;  he  it  was,  whose  guile. 
Stirred  up  with  enTT  and  revenge,  deceived 
The  mother  of  mankind,  what  time  his  pride 
Had  cast  him  out  from  Heaven,  with  all  his  host 
Of  rebel  angels,  by  whose  aid  aspiring 
To  set  himself  in  glory  above  his  peers. 
He  trusted  to  have  equalled  the  Most  Higfa, 
If  he  opposed ;  and  with  ambitious  aim 
Against  the  throne  and  monarchy  of  Ood 
Bused  impious  war  in  Heaven,  and  battle  proud 
With  vain  attempt.     Him  the  Almighty  Power 
Hurled  headlong  flaming  from  the  ethereal  sky, 
Widi  hideous  ruin  and  combustion,  down 
To  bottomless  perdition,  there  to  dwell 
In  adamantine  chains  and  penal  fire. 
Who  durst  dely  the  Omnipotent  ta  arms. 
Nine  timea  the  space  that  measures  day  and  night 
To  mortal  men,  he  with  his  horrid  crew 
Lay  vanquished,  rolling  in  the  fiery  pilf, 
Confounded  though  immortal :  but  his  doom 
Reserred  him  to  more  wrath ;  for  now  the  thought 
'Both  of  lost  happiness  and  lasting  pain 
Torments  him  :  round  he  throws  his  baleful  eyes. 
That  witnessed  huge  affliction  and  dismay 
Mixed  with  obdurate  pride  and  stedfaat  hate : 
At  once,  as  far  as  angels'  ken,  he  views 
The  dismal  situation  waste  and  wild ; 
A  dungeon  horrible  on  aU  sides  round 


I  UILTOKS   FOETIOAL  WORKS.  ^l.t 

As  one  gi'e&t  fumaoe  flamed,  jet  firom  disss  flames 
No  light,  but  lather  darkness  visible' 
Served  only  to  discover  sights  of  woe, 
Regions  of  sorrow,  doleful  shades,  where  peace 
And  rest  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  conies 
That  comes  to  all ;  but  torture  without  end 
"      "  "      ;,  fed 

jiconsu 
Such  place  eternal  JuGtJce  had  prepared 
For  those  rebellious,  heie  their  prison  ordained 
In  utter'  dailmess,  and  their  portion  set 
As  far  removed  from  God  and  light  of  Heaven, 
As  from  the  centre  thrice  to  the  utmost  pole* 
Oh,  how  tmlike  the  place  from  whence  uiej  fell ! 
There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o'erwhelmed    - 
With  floods  and  whixlwinda  of  tempestuous  fire, 

>  Hilton  Bwms  to  hava  nsad  these  worda  to  tUgoitj  gloam;  absolute 
dttrkneBa  is,  strictly  speiking,  mvieiUe ;  hnt  nhere  there  is  a  gloom 

are  objecu,  and'  yet  that  thoae  objecta  cannot  be  dielincUy  seen.  In 
this  senie  Millon  seems  to  use  the  strong  and  bold  eipresaion,  dark- 
nai  uiriWi. — Pearee. 

Seneca  lias  a  like  eipression,  speaking  of  the  Qratto  of  FaastlTpo, 
Senec.  Epist.  Ivii.  Nihil  illo  caroere  loogius,  nilii]  illia  bncibna  ob- 
acnrinB,  qate  nobis  prestant,  aon  nt  pir  lenetna  rideaniDS,  eed  at 
ipiat.  And,  as  Mona.  Voltaire  observes,  Antonio  de  Solis,,in  his  ei- 
eellent  Hislon  of  Mexico,  has  lentored  on  the  same  thi^gbt,  when 
speaking  of  the  place  wherein  Montesnma  was  wont  to  consult' liis 
deides;  "It  -was  a  targe  dark  subterraneous  vault,  says  he,  where 
■ome  (Uamal  tapers  atForded  just  light  eoDngh  to  see  the  Bbacunt^." 
See  hia  Easajr  on  Epio  Poetij,  p.  41.  So,  too,  Spenser,  K.  C),  L  1,  U. 
"  A  little  glooming  light,  much  like  a  shade." — Ntaloa. 

*  Hr.  Bentley  reada  oufgr  here,  and  in  many  other  places  ot  this 
poem,  because  it  is  in  scripture,  r^ffcrfrof  tIi  l^vTfpov;  but  uiter 
and  ouler  are  both  the  ssme  nord,  differently  spelled  and  pronounced. 
Uillon,  in  the  argument  of  thia  book,  says,  in  a  plant  fij  utter  dOrknaa^ 
and  nowhere  thmngbout  the  poem  does  Che  poet  use  oaler. — Pearti, 

Spenaerinstifieslha  preaent  reading  by  fie^uently  asiogthe  word 

"  And  inly  grieye,  aa  doth  an  bidden  molh 
The  inuer  garment  fret,  not  thi  ouler  touch." — Saelim, 
>l.  >.  thiicesat^as  it  is  from  tbe  centre  of  the  earth  (wliich  istha 
eentre  of  the  world  according  to  Hilton's  system,  ii.  103,  i.  671)  to 
the  pale  d£  the  world;  for  it  is  the  pole  of  the  tmiverse,  ftrbnondthe 
pole  of  the  earth,  which  la  here  caQed  the  "  ntmost  ■gol^."—{ltuil«n. 


He  Boon  discerns,  and  -wdte^Dg  by  Ma  side 

One  next  himeelf  in  power,  and  next  in  crime. 

Long  after  known  in  Palestine,  and  named 

EeelzebulD.'     To  whom  lie  Arch-Enemy, 

And  thence  in  Heaven  called  Satan,'  with  bold  words 

Breaking  the  horrid  silence  thue  began. 

"  If  thou  beest  he ;  but  oh,  how  fallen !  how  changed 
From  him,  who  in  the  happy  realms  of  I^ht 
Clothed  with  transcendent  hrigbtness  didst  outshiDe 
Myriads  though  bright  1   If  he  whom  mutual  lea^^ue. 
United  thoughts  and  counsels,  equal  hope 
And  hazard  m  the  glorious  enterprise, 
Joined  with  me  onee,  now  misery  hath  joined 
In*  equal  ruin ;  into  what  pit  thou  seest 
From  what  height  fsllen,  so  much  the  stronger  proved 
He  with  bis  thunder :  and  till  then  who  knew 
The  force  of  those  dire  arms  ?  yet  not  for  those, 
Nor  what  the  potent  victor  in  lus  rage 
Can  else  inflict,  do  I  repent  or  change, 
Though  changed  in  outward  lustre,  thai  fixed  mind, 
And  high  disdain  from  sense  of  injured  merit, 
That  with  the  mightieBt  raised  me  to  contend. 
And  to  the  fierce  contention  brotight  along 
Innumerable  force  of  spirits  armed, 
That  durst  itsUke  his  reign,  and  me  prefeiring. 
His  utmost  power  with  adverse  power  opposed 
In  dnbiotis  battle  on  the^ains  of  Heaven, 
And  shook  hia  throne.^What  though  the  field  be  lostf 
AH  is  not  lost ;  the  unconquerable  will, 
And  stndy  of  revenge,  immortal  hate, 
And  coui«^  never  to  suhmit  or  yield, 
And  what  is  else  not  to  be  overcome ; 
That  glory  never  shall  his  wrath  or  might 
Extort  from  me.     To  bow  and  sue  for  grace 
With  suppliant  knee,  and  deiiy  hia  power, 
Who  from  the  terror  of  this  arm  so  late 
Douhted  his  empire ;  that  were  low  indeed, 
That  were  an  ignominy  and  shame  beneath 

^  The  lord  of  met,  an  idol  ironliipped  at  Ecron,  t,  aitr  "^  "i^  Phi- 
Batinei,  2  Kin^  i  3.  He  is  cnlled  "prince  otthe  devils,"  Matt.  lii.  34, 
ibxntore  dasenedly  here  made  second  to  Satan  himselC — ^hiih. 

*  SatSD,  In  Hebrew,  niMni  an  mtmy. 
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ft  miltok'b  poetical  wobks.  a.  i.  lit 

This  downfall ;  eiiice  by  f^te'  the  etrength  of  gods 
And  thia  empyreal  substance  cannot  fail, 
Since  through  experience  of  this  great  event 
In  arms  not  wo^se,  in  foresigltl;  much  advanced, 
We  may  with  more  succesaftl  hope  resolve 
To  wage  by  force  or  guile  eternal  war, 
Irreconcileahle  to  our  grand  foe, 
Who  now  triumphs,  and  in  the  excess  of  joy 
Bole  reigning  holds  the  tpunny  of  Heaven^- 

80  ^ake  the  apostate  ungel,  though  in  pain. 
Vaunting  aloud,  but  racked  with  deep  despair : 
And  him  thus  answered  soon  hia  bold  compeer. 

"  O  prince,  0  chief  of  many  throned  powers. 
That  led  the  embattled  seraphim  to  war 
Under  thy  conduct,  and  in  dreadful  deeds 
Fearless,  endangered  Heaven's  perpetual  King, 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  supremacy, 
YThether  upheld  by'strength,  or  chance,  or  fate , 
Too  well  I  see  and  rue  the  dire  event, 
That  with  sad  overthrow  and  foul  defeat 
Hath  lost  us  Heaven,  and  all  this  mighty  host 
In  horrible  destruction  laid  thus  low, 
As  far  as  gods  and  heavenly  essences 
Can  perish :  for  the  mind  and  spirit  t( 
Invincible,  and  vigour  soon  retuma, 
Though  all  our  glory  extinct,  and  happy  state 
Here  swallowed  up  m  endless  misery. 
But  what  if  he  our  Conqueror  (whom  I  now 
Of  force  believe  almighty,  since  no  less 
Thaji  such  could  have  o'erpowered  such  foi-ce  as  ours) 
Have  left  us  this  our  spirit  and  stren^  entire  ' 
Strongly  to  suffer  and  support  our  pains, 
That  we  may  so  suffice  his  vengeful  ire. 
Or  do  him  mightier  service  as  his  thralls 
By  right  of  war,  whate'er  his  business  be, 
Here  in  the  heart  of  Hell  hi  work  in  fire, 

<  Satan  Bnpposti  the  BDgeU  to  BubsUt  bjfite  and  necessity,  and  he 
represents  them  of  ta  impi/'ial,  that  is  s.JiciT/  anbatuice,  is  the  Scrip- 
tare  itself  doth:  "He  miketh  his  angels  spirits,  Hud  his  ministers  & 
flame  of  fire,"  Paalm  ch.  i.  Heb.  i.  7.  Satan  disdains  to  submit,  since 
the  angels  (as  he  says)  are  necessarily  immortal,  and  cannot  be  de- 
Wrojed,  asd  since,  too,  they  are  nowimprOYBd  io  eiperienoe,  and  may 
hope  to  carry  on  the  nar  more  sacoesafliUy,  notwithstanding  tlie 
preient  triumplk  of  their  advenaij  in  Heaven. — Nnettn, 
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Or  do  hie  erranda  in  the  gJoomj  deep ; 

What  can  it  then  aTfdl,  though  yet  we  feel 

Strength  undiminished,  oi  etentsl  heing 

To  undei^o  eternal  punishment?" 

Whereto  with  speedy  words  the  arch  fiend  rephed. 

"  FaU'n  chemh,  to  be  west  is  miscrehle 
Doing  or  suffering :  hut  of  this  be  sure, 
To  do  anght  good  never  will  he  our  task, 
But  ever  to  do  ill  our  sole  delight, 
As  being  tJie  contrary  to  his  high  will 
Whom  we  resisL     H  then  his  prOTidenca 
Out  of  our  evil  seek  to  bring  forth  good, 
Our  labour  must  be  to  pervert  that  end. 
And  out  of  good  still  to  And  means  of  evil ; 
Which  oft-timea  may  succeed,  so  as  perhaps 
Shall  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  ihsturb 
His  inmost  counsels  from  their  destined  aim. 
hut  see !  the  angry  Victor  hath  recalled 
Hia  miniBters  of  yengeanoe'  and  pursuit 
Back  t«  the  gates  of  heaven :  the  sulphurous  hail 

I  Dr.  Bentley  has  leBlly  msde  &  Terr  material  objection  to  thin  uid 
some  otiier  pBSsages  of  the  poem,  nbereia  the  good  angels  are  repre. 
aenWd  as  pnrsoing  the  rebel  host  with  fire  and  thunderbolta  down 
throagh  ChaoB  even  to  the  gates  of  Hell ;  as  being  contrary  to  the 
acconnt  which  the  angel  Raphael  giTss  W  Adwn  in  the  Siith  Book. 
'  '  "  ia  certain  tbattliere  the  good  angels  are  ordered  to  "stand  atill 
=  '--'■-""  and  the  Messkh  alone  eipelB  them  out  of  Heaven  ; 
B  expelled  them,  and  Hell  has  dosed  npon  them, 

"  Sole  yielor  from  the  eipabion  of  hie  foes, 

Messiah  hia  triumphal  charioi  turned : 

To  meet  him  all  his  Btdnls,  who  eilent  stood 

Eye-witneases  of  hia  ■Imighty  acta, 

TTith  jsbitee  adraneed." 
These  accouDts  are  plainly  contrary  the  one  to  the  other ;  but  the 
author  doea  not  therefore  ccntradiot  himaelf,  nor  ia  one  part  of  his 
achema  inconsistent  with  another.  For  it  should  be  considered,  who 
■re  the  persons  thai  give  theae  different  accounts.  In  Book  li., 
the  angel  Baphael  is  the  apeaker,  and  therefore  his  acconnt  may  be 
depended  upon  as  the  genuine  and  eiact  tmih  of  the  matter.  But  in 
the  other  pasnagea  Satan  himaelf  or  some  of  his  angela  are  the 
Bpeakers;  and  they  were  loo  prond  and  obatinate  ever  to  ecknow- 
iedge  the  Messiah  for  their  conqueror ;  as  thsir  rebellion  wis  laiaed 
on  hia  account,  they  would  nerer  own  his  auperiority ;  they  wonld 
rath«r  ascribe  their  defeat  to  the  whole  hoat  of  Beayen  thaa  to  him 
almu;  or  if  they  did  indeed  imagine  their  pursuers  to  be  eo  many 


Shot  after  ub  in  storm,  o'erblown  hath  laid 

The  fierj  surge,  that  from  the  precipice 

Of  Heaven  received  us  feUing ;  and  the  thunder. 

Winged  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage. 

Pel  haps  has  spent  his  sbtAa,  and  ceases  now 

To  bellow  through  the  rast  and  honadless  deep. 

Let  us  not  slip  the  occaaitm,  whether  scorn 

Or  satiate  fury  yield  it  from  our  foe. 

Seest  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild. 

The  seat  of  desolation,  void  of  light, 

Save  what  the  glinunering  of  these  livid  fiames 

Casts  pale  and  dreadful  ?    Thither  let  us  tend 

From  off  the  tossing  of  these  fiery  waves, 

There  rest,  if  any  rest  can  harbour  there, 

And  re-assembling  our  afflicted  powers, 

Consult  how  we  may  hencefco^  most  offend 

Our  enemy ;  our  own  loss  how  repair ; 

How  overcome  this  dire  calamity ; 

What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  from  hope. 

If  not,  what  resolution  horn,  ae^eii." 

Thus  Satan,  tdkii^  to  his  nearest  mate, 
With  head  up-lift  above  the  wave,  and  eyes 
ThM  sparkling  blazed ;  his  other  parts  besides 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  Ions  snd  lai^, 
Lay  floating  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huge 
As  whom  the  fables  name  of  monstrous  ffize, 
Titanian,  or  earth-bom,  that  warred  on  Jove, 
Briareos,  orTyphon,  whom  the  den 

in  number,  their  tern  moItipUed  them,  uid  it  Bervei  admirablj  to 
einreflB  how  much  thej  were  tsnified  and  aonfounded.  In  Book  Ti., 
f>W.  the  noise  of  Me  chariot  is  compared  to  Use  "  sound  of  a  uiuiie- 
louabost;"  and  perhapH  they  might  tMnk  that  a  nomeroua  boat  were 
Teallv  putsuina.  In  one  place,  indeed,we  have  Chaos  spealiinR  tbm, 
ii,  9fle— 

"and  Heaven  gales 
at  hj  million§  ber  victorioue  bands 

iraa  Chaos  in  during  the  t^  of  the  rebel  angela  T 


IncnmhcTed  him  with 
emnslenp] 
id  disturbei 


ipoae  him  therefore  1o  apeak  acoording  to  bia  omfti^lted 
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By  onoient  Tbtbub  held,'  or  tbat  sea-beiiBt 

Leviathan,'  which  God  of  all  his  works 

Created  hugest  that  swim  the  ocean  stream : 

Him,  haply  sluiuberjng  on  the  Norway  foam. 

The  pilot  of  some  amall  night-foundered'  skiff 

Deeming  some  island,  oft,  as  seamen  tell, 

With  fiied  anchor  in  his  scaly  rind 

Moore  hy  his  side  under  the  lee,  while  night 

Invests  the  sea,  and  vdahed  mom  delays : 

So  stretched  out  huge  in  length  the  arch-fiend  lay, 

Chained  on  the  burning  lake,  nor  ever  thence 

Had  risen  or  heaved  his  heai  hut  that.the  will 

And  high  permission  of  all-ruling  Heaven 

Xjeft  >'''"  at  large  to  his  own  dark  designs, 

That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  might 

Heap  on  himself  damnation,  while  he  sought 

Evil  to  others,  and  enraged  might  see 

How  all  his  malice  served  but  to  bring  forth 

Infinite  goodnese,  grace  and  mercy  shown 

On  man  hy  him  seduced  ;  but  on  himself 

Treble  coiuiision,  wrath  and  vengeance  poured. 

Forthwith  upright  he  rears.  &om  off  the  pool, 

His  mighty  nature ;  on  each  band  the  flames, 

Driven  oackward,  ^ope  their  pointing  spires,  and  rolled 

In  billows,  leave  1"  the  midst  a  horrid  vale. 

Then  with  expanded  wii^  he  steers  his  flight 

Aloft,  incumheut  on  the  dtisky  air< 

1  Tjpbon  is  the  Bame  with  Tjphogiu.  That  the  den  of  Typhoeas 
wu  in  Citiitis,  of  which  Tanns  was  a  celebiat«d  city,  we  are  tAld  by 
Fiodar  and  Pompoaioe  Mela- 

'  Milton    aeems  to  regard  the    leviathsn   aa  identieal  with    the 
whale.     The  vahons  sad  cooflicliiig  oplnionB  on  the  aabject  are  well 
deuiled.hj  Games  on  Job,  ili.    1.    GeneFsI.  coDclasioo   seems  in 
favonr  of  the  erocodile.      As  ftr  as  Millon  is  ooncemei,  I  think  he 
had  in  mind  the  stories  of  the  liraken,  or  some  olber  gigantic  species 
of  catliefish,  vfaioh  hsiB  been  said  t«  appear  in  the  Norwegian  eesa, 
Thereader  will  ottll  to  mind  tlw  similar  story  in  "Sinbad  the  Sailor." 
See  ^au'i  Arabian  KinliU. 
I  i.  r.  oyertaken  by  night,  and  thereby  hindered  from  proceading. 
'  This  conceit  of  the  "  air's  feeling  nnnsnal  weight  "  is  borrowed  from 
Spenser,  wlio.  apeaking  of  the  old  dragon,  says,  b.i.  cant  ii.  si.  18 — 
"  Then  with  hia  waving  wings  displayed  wide, 
Himself  up  high  be  lifted  from  the  groond, 
And  with  strong  flii;lit  did  forciblv  divide 
The  yielding  sir,  which  nigh  too  feeble  fannd 
Her  flitting  parts,  and  element  unBoand, 
To  bear  so  great  a  weight"  Tliii^. 


10  mLKMt'*  posnCAL  works.  1.1.117— wa 

Hibt  felt  unusui^  weigbt,  till  on  dty  land 
He  lights,  if  it  were  land  that  ever  burned 
With  solid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid  fire ; 
And  Buoh  appeared  in  hue,  as  when  the  foroa 
Of  sabterrauean  wind'  transports  a  bill 
Tom  from  Pelorus, '  or  the  shattered  aide 
.   Of  thunderii^  Etna,  whose  combustible 
And  fiiel'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 
Subluned  with  mineral  fuiy,  aid  the  win^ 
And  leave  a  singed  bottom  all  involved 
With  stench  and  smoke :  such  resting  found  the  sole 
Of  unblest  feet.     Him  followed  his  neit  mate, 
Both  Ktoryii^  to  have  'scaped  the  Stygian  flood 
As  gods,  and  by  their  own  recovered  strength, 
Nbt  by  the  sufferance  of  supernal  power. 

"  Is  this  the  region,  this  die  soil,  the  clime," 
Said  then  the  lost  ardiangel,  "  this  the  seat 
That  wo  must  change  for  Heaven,  this  mournful  gloom 
For  that  celestial  light?    Be  it  so,  since  he 
Who  now  ia  Sovran*  can  dispoae  and  bid 
What  shall  be  right :  farthest  from  him  is  best, 
Whom  reason  hath  equalled,  force  hath  made  supreme 
Above  his  equals.    FareweU  happy  fields 
Where  joy  for  ever  dwells !     Hail  horrors,  hail 
Infernal  world,  and  thou  profoundest  HeU 
Receive  thy  new  possessor ;  one  who  brings 
A  mind  not  to  be  changed  by  place  or  time. 
The  mind  is  its  own  place, '  and  in  itself 
Can  make  a  Heaven  of  Hell,  a  HeU  of  Heaven. 
What  matter  where,  if  I  be  still  the  same. 
And  what  I  should  be,  all  but'  less  than  he 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  ?    Here  at  least 
We  shall  be  free ;  tiie  Almighty  hath  not  built 
Here  for  his  envy,  will  not  drive  us  heuce  : 
Here  we  may  reign  secure,  and  in  my  choice 
To  reign  is  worth  ambition  though  in  Hell : 

1  Bather  cead  ■'  winda,"  with  Fearce. 

'  The  Cape  di  Faro,  a.  promonlory  of  Sicily,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Itftlj.— See  Virg.  £n.  iii.  6  and  T. 
>  So  Milton  i^litl;  spells  it,  according  to  its  derintion  from  the 
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The  associates  and  copartnerB  of  our  loss, 
lie  thus  aatonisihed  on  the  oblivious  pool, 
And  call  them  not  io  share  with  us  their  part 
In  thia  unhappy  mansion,  or  once  more, 
With  rallied  arma,  to  try  what  may  be  jet 
Begained  in  Heaven,  or  what  mora  lost  m  Hell?" 

So  Sal&ii  spake,  and  >iim  Beelzebub 
Hns  answei:ed.    "  Leader  of  those  armies  bright, 
Which  but  the  Omnipotent  none  could  have  foiled. 
If  once  the;  hear  that  voice,  their  hveliest  ple^^ 
Of  hope  in  fears  and  dangers,  heard  so  oft 
In  worst  extremes,  and  on  Che  perilous  ei^^ ' 
Of  battle  when  it  raged,  in  all  assaults 
Heir  surest  signaL  uie  j  will  soon  resume 
Hew  cotirage  and  revive,  though  now  they  lie 
Qrovelling  and  prostrate  on  yon  lake  of  fire. 
As  we  erewhile,  astounded  and  amazed : 
No  wonder,  fallen  such  a  pernicious  height" 

He  scarce  had  ceased  when  the  superior  fiend 
Was  moving  toward  the  shore ;  his  ponderous  shield. 
Ethereal  temper,  maasv,  large,  and  round, 
Behind  him  cast ;  the  oroad  circumference 
Hung  on  his  diouldera  like  the  moon,  whose  orb 
Through  optic  glass'  the  Tuscan  artist  views 
At  eveniog  from  the  t«p  of  Fesole, 

'  From  thn  Latin  aeia,  which  aigaifiei  1»th  the  tJgi  ot  a  aeapoB 
Mi  *o  trmj  drawn  up  io  battle  array.  Or  we  may,  with  Newton, 
tompsre  2  Henry  IV.  act  i. — 

"  Ton  knew,  he  waUed  o'er  peiib,  on  an  edge 
Uore  likely  to  fall  in  than  to  get  o'er." 
And  1  Henry  IV.  act  i.— 

"  111  read  yon  matter,  deep  and  dangenns; 
As  fall  of  peril  and  idTentiuoos  apirtt, 
Ab  io  o'emalk  a  cnrrent.  roaring  loud, 
On  the  onstedfaet  footing  of  a  spear. 
H'dI.  If  he  ail  in,  good  night,  or  sink  or  swim." 
*  The  Bhield  of  Satan  was  lai^  as  the  moon  seen  throngh  a  tele- 
■eope,  an  inetniment  firat  applied  to  ooleatial  obseryationH  by  Galileo, 
a  utjre  of  Toacany,  irbom  he  means  here  by  "  the  Tnacan  artist," 
•nd  aftenrards  mentions  by  name  inv.  S62;  atestimonyot  his  honour 
^  so  great  a  man,  whom  he  had  known  and  visited  in  Italy,  as 
liiniKlf  inlbrmi  oa  in  his  "  Areopagitica." — ffnvlim. 


1'9  KILIOKi 

Or  in  Voldomo,'  to  dcao^  new  Ituids, 

Rivers,  or  mountains  in  her  spottj  f^lobe. 

His  Bpear,  to  equal  which  the  tallest  pine 

Hewn  on  Norwegian  hills,  to  be  the  mast' 

Of  some  great  ammiral,*  were  but  a  wand, 

He  walked  with  to  support  unew  steps 

Over  the  burning  marl,  not  like  uiose  steps 

On  Heaven's  azure,  and  the  torrid  clijne 

Smote  on  him  sore  beaidea,  vaulted  with  fire ; 

Natblese  he  so  endured,  till  on  the  beach 

Of  that  inflamM  sea  he  stood,  and  called 

Hie  legions,  angel  forma,  who  lay  entranced 

Thick  as  autumnal  leaves  that  strew  the  brooks 

In  VaUombrosa,'  where  tbe  Etrurian  shades 

High  over-arched  imbower ;  or  scattered  sedge 

Afloat,  when  with  fleroe  winds  Orion'  armed 

Hath  vexed  die  Red  Sea  coast,  whose  waves  o'erthiew 

Buairis'  and  his  Meniphian  chivalry,' 


{.(.  tbeTBllcj  of  the  Aroo,  in  Tascsny. 
•■These  eons  of  Mavois  bora  (ioMead  ot«p«>n). 
Two  knotty  maeU  which  oone  but  thoy  coiUi  lift." 
Fidrfax;  Ta- 

«., ri.  40. 

me  ;  from  the  Itslian  an 
r  author  male  cboico  of  1 
liral  :   and  in  Latin  he 
oiraltj. 
A  valley  of  Tnaoany, 

an   crtraotion,    omiraJ,    or   a* 

■ids.  as  thinking  it  of  a  better 
1  writes,  MmiroJoliu  curia,  tl 

sonndthan 
le  eooit  of 

delighlftil 

*  Orion  ia  a  oonBtoUation  reprcaented  in  the  figure  of  an  armed 
man,  and  supposed  to  be  attended  with  atonny  weather,  oiiur^iu 
Jbielu  nin&Mui  Orioi,  Virg.  £n.i.  SaO.  And  the  Rod  Sea  abonnda 
■omuch  with  sedge,  that  in  the  Hebiew  Bcriptore  it  ia  called  the 
Sedgy  Sea.  And  he  aa^  "  hath  veied  tbe  Red  Sea  coast"  paitica- 
larly,  becaose  the  wind  oanally  drives  the  eedge  in  giMt  qoantiUei 
towsnU  the  shore.— Nitio/™. 

<  There  ia  □0'Au(aR«Ianthority  far  making  Pharaoh  Bnsiria;  but 
Hilton  waa  at  Uberty  to  borrow  a  common  tndilion  reipeatijig  that 
king,  and  adapt  it  to  his  verse. 

J  CbiTalry  (from  the  Frmiah  ehevalrit')  signifiea  cot  only  knight, 
hood,  but  UiDse  wbo  use  horses  in  flRlit.  both  socb  as  ride  on  horeea 
and  snob  as  ride  in  cbariota  draws  by  them.  In  the  aenae  of  ridjng 
and  Sgbting  on  horseback  thii  word  cbiTalry  is  used  in  venw  TSQ,  and 
in  many  places  of  Foir&i's  Tasso,  a*  in  Cant.  0,  at.  B.  Cant.  8.  at  ST. 
Cant,  30.  at,  61.  In  the  sesae  of  riding  and  figbdng  in  chariota  drawn 
by  horses,  Milton  ua«a  tbe  nord  chivaliy  in  Farad.  Beg,  liL  ver.  S4S, 
compared  with  ver.  32S.~-/'«rce. 
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While  with  perfldious  hatred'  they  pnrsued 

The  sojoumerB  of  Goshen,  who  beheld 

From  the  safe  ^ore  their  floating  oarcaases 

And  broben  chariot  wheels :  ao  duck  bestrown. 

Abject  and  lost,  lay  these,  covering  the  flood. 

Under  amazement  of  their  hideous  change. 

He  called  so  loud,  tliat  all  the  hollow  deep 

Of  Hell  resounded.     ■' Princes,  potentates. 

Warriors,  the  flower  of  Heaven,  once  jours,  now  lost. 

If  such  aBtonishment  as  this  con  seize 

Eternal  apirits ;  or  have  ye  chosen  this  place 

After  the  toil  of  battle  to  Kpose 

Your  wearied  virtue,  for  the  eaae  ye  find 

To  slumber  here,  as  in  the  yalea  of  Heaven  ? 

Or  in  this  abject  posture  have  ye  sworn 

To  adore  the  Conqueror?  who  now  beholds 

Chemh  and  serapn  rolling  in  the  flood 

With  scattered  arms  and  endgus,  till  anon 

TTifl  swift  pursuers  from  Heaven  gates  discern 

The  advantage,  and  descending  tread  us  down 

ThuB  drooping,  or  with  linked  thunderbolts 

Translix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  gulf. 

Awake,  arise,  or  be  for  ever  fallen ! " 

Tbey  heard,  and  were  abashed,  and  up  they  sprung 
Upon  the  wing,  as  when  men,  wont  to  watch 
On  du^,  sleeping  found  b;  whom  they  dread, 
Rouse  and  bestir  themselves  ere  well  awake. 
Nor  did  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight 
In  which  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel ; 
Yet  to  their  general's  voice  thej  soon  obeyed 
Innumerable.     As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Amram's  son,'  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 
Waved  round  the  coast,  up  called  a  pit«hy  dond 
Of  locusts,  warping  •  on  the  eastern  vrind, 
That  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hui^ 
Like  night,  and  darkened  all  the  land  of  Nile : 
80  niunberlesB  were  those  bad  angels  seen 
Hovering  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell 
Twixt  upper,  nether,  and  emrounding  fires ; 

'  BaoHue  Ilianah,  after  leare  given  to  the  Iiraelites  to  Jepsrt,  lal- 
Imrad  afler  them  like  fligicives. — Hami. 

*  Bee  EUod.  1. 13,  b^^. 

*  Workliig  thenuelTeB  forw&rd :  s  aea  pliraae. 
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Till,  at  a  sigmtl  Riven,  the  uplifted  spear 

Of  Oieir  great  sultan  waving  to  direct 

Their  course,  in  even  balance  down  thej  light 

On  the  firm  brimstoae,  and  fill  all  the  plain ; 

A  multitude,  like  which  the  populous  north ' 

Poured  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pase 

Rhene  or  the  Danaw,  when  her  harharous  sons 

Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  south,  and  spread 

Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Lvhian  sanda 

Forthwith  from  every  squadron  and  each  band 

The  heads  and  leaders  Uiither  haste  where  stood 

Their  ^at  commander ;  godlike  shapes  and  forms 

Escelling  human,  princelv  dignities, 

And  powers  that  erst  in  Heaven  sat  on  thronea; 

Though  of  their  names  in  heavenlj  records  now 

Be  no  memorial,  blotted  out  and  rased 

By  their  rebellion  from  the  books  of  life 

Nor  had  Ihey  jet  amon^  the  sons  of  Eve 

Got  them  new  names,  till  wandering  o'er  the  earth, 

Through  Ood's  high  BufTerance,  for  the  trial  of  man, 

By  ^laities  and  lies  the  greatest  part 


Ted  foitli ;  ani  w 
it  very  mach  atWTe 
the' others,  letiieB  and  locaBta.    The  popaloos  north,  as  the  northern 
re  obserredto  be  more  fiiiitfol  of  peopla  Uian  l}ie 
IT  William  Temple  calls  it  "the  nonhen    '  '      "" 


"  Poarednerer,"  A  Tery  proper  WQFd  to  enresfl  the  inundations  of  thela 
northern  nations,  ''  From  her  frozen  loina  ; "  it  is  the  Soriptare  ex- 
prsBsion  of  cliildren  and  desoendanta  "  comino  out  of  the  loins,"  as 
Oen.  nxr,  11,  "  Kings  ehall  come  oat  of  thy  loins;"  »nd  these  are 
called  frotn  Joi'ru  oaly  on  account  of  the  coldness  of  tJie  elimate^ 
"  To  pass  Rhene  or  tlie  Danaw."  He  might  haie  said.  oODsiatentl; 
witb  hia  Terse.  The  Rhine  or  Danabe,  bnt  he  chase  the  more  □□com- 
mon namca,  Rhene,  of  the  Latin,  and  Uanaw,  of  the  aetroui,  both 
Bhich  words  are  used  too  in  Spenser.  "When  her  barbarous  sons." 
tie.  They  were  truly  harbarona ;  tor  besides  eieraising  seveial  cruel- 
ties, they  destroyed  all  the  monumeiils  of  leaming  and  politeneia 
wUererar  they  came.  "  Came  like  a  deluge."  8penser.  descrihiiii; 
the  same  people,  baa  the  same  limile.     Faerie  Qaeeu,  B-  u.  cant.  10. 

"  And  oTerdowed  all  conntiies  far  away, 
Like  Noye's  great  flood,  witli  theii  impOTlaue  iway." 

Ther  w«re  the  Qolha,  and  Hans,  and  Vandala,  wlio  oreirui  all  Uie 
BoutlietD  prorisesa  of  E(iiape,<~-^«i><sii, 
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Of  mankiiid  they  oorrupted  to  foimlra 

Ood  diair  Crealci',  cmd  die  imTisible 

Glory  of  him  that  Dude  them  to  transform 

Oft  to  the  inu^  of  a.  brute,  tulomed 

With  gay  rel^oQS  foil  of  pomp  and  gold, 

And  devils  to  adore  for  deities ; 

Thm  were  tbey  known  to  men  by  rarious  names. 

And  Tttrions  idols  tbrougti  the  heathen  world. 

Say,  Muse,  their  names  then  known,  who  first,  who  last; 
Boused  from  the  dumber,  on  that  flery  couch, 
At  their  great  emperor'a  call,  as  next  in  worth 
Came  singly  where  he  stood  on  the  bare  strand. 
While  the  promiscuous  crowd  stood  yet  aloof. 
The  chief  were  those  who  from  the  pit  of  Hell, 
Roaming  to  seek  their  prey  on  earth,  durst  fix 
Their  seats  long  after  next  the  seat  of  Qod, 
Their  altars  by  his  altar,  Qod's  adored 
Among  the  nations  round,  and  durst  abide 
JehoTtiJi  thundering  out  of  Sion,  throned 
Between  the  cherubim ; '  yea,  ofien  placed 
Within  his  sanctuary  itself  their  Bhrutea,  > 
Abominations  1  and  with  cursed  things 
His  holy  rites  and  solemn  feasts  profaned, 
^d  wiUi  their  darkness  durst  amont  his  light. 
First  Moloch,'  horrid  king  besmeared  with  blood 
<  Theu-koftheaoTenantwBSpUcedtiatweea  the  golden  ohenihim. 

CompHre  2  Kings  lii.  10,  "  O  Lord  Qod  ot  IbtmiI,  which  dwellciit 

belirean  the  cherntim." 
1  See  2  Kmge  ni.  4 ;  Jer.  lil.  80  ;  Esek.  tu.  20,  liii.  A,  »]. 
'  '"'" '""'ooh  Bigniflea  Mng,  nnd  he  is  eoUed  ^"1"  — ""  ' ' " 


becftiue  of  the  himuui  Bacriflcei  which  were  mmde  to  him  This  idol 
a  lappoaed  by  some  to  be  the  Bune  is  Saturn,  to  whom  the  heathenm 
(eapeciallj  the  Cajthoginiana,  Bee  Forphjr.  de  Abatin.  il.  27.)  aacri- 
ficed  their  children,  and  b;  others  to  be  the  «nn.  When  it  is  said  in 
Scripture  that  the  children  "  passed  through  the  Are  to  Melecb,"  we 
mnn  notondentand  that  the;  alwsja  actoall;  bunit  theii  children  in 
honeni  of  Itdt  idol,  bnt  gomctinies  made  £hem  011I7  leap  over  the 
flamca,  or  pass  Diinblj  between  two  firea,  to  polity  them  by  that  Ins- 

thc  Ammonitofl,  and  is  called  ^'  the  abomination  of  the  ohildreD  of 
Ammon."  1  Kings  li.  1,  and  waa  wotBhipped  in  Rabba.  their  capital 
ckj,  which  DaiTd  conqnered.  Thia  Rabba  being  called  the  ■'  city  of 
wuers."  2  Sam.  li.  2T,  it  la  here  said,  "  Babba  and  her  wateiy  plain ;" 
and.  likewiae,  "  in  Argob  and  in  Baaan,"  neighbouring  conntriea  to 
Ribba,  and  anljeDt  to  the  Ammonitea,  as  &r  ai  "  to  the  atream  of 
ntmeat  Amon,"  wbich  riTcr  was  the  bonndary  of  tlieir  country  on 
ibc  UQtb. — Nrntlat. 


Of  human  Bacrifice,  kdA  parents'  tears, 

Though  for  the  ncdae  oE  drums  and  timbrels  loud 

Their  children's  cries  unheard,  that  passed  throti^  fin 

To  hia  grim  idol.    Him  the  jWmoiute 

Worshipped  in  Rabba  and  her  watery  plain, 

In  Argob  and  in  Basan,  to  the  stream 

Of  utmost  Aruon.    Nor  content  witb  such 

Audacious  ceighbourhood,  the  wisest  heart 

Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  build 

His  temple  right  against  the  temple  of  God 

On  that  opprobrioiiB  hill,'  and  made  bis  grove 

The  pleasant  vallej  of  Uinnom.  Tophet  thence 

And  mack  Gehenna  caUed,  the  mm  of  Hell. 

Next  Chemos,'  the  obseene  dread  of  Moab's  sons 

From  Aroar  to  Nebo,  and  the  wild 

Of  soutbmoat  Abarim ;  in  Hesebon 

And  HoronaJm,  Seon's  raalm,  beyond 

The  flowery  dale  of  Sibma  clad  with  viaes. 

And  Eleale  to  the  Asphaltic  pool, 

Peor  his  other  name,  when  he  <enticed 

Israel  in  Sittim  on  their  march  from  Nile 

To  do  bim  wanton  rites,  which  cost  them  woe. 

"Yet  thence  his  lustful  orgiea  he  enlarged 

Even  1^  that  hill  of  scandal,'  by  the  grove 

Of  Moloch  homicide,  lust  hard  oy  hate ; 

Till  good  Joaiah*  drove  them  thence  to  Hell. 

Witb  these  oame  they,  who  from  the  bordering  flood 

'  Eolomon  built  t,  tample  to  Mulocli  m  (he  Uonnt  of  Olives  (1 
Kingeii.T),  thsretore  called  "that  opprohriona  hill;"  aad  high  places 
and  Bacrihces were  mide  U>  him  "in  the  pleuantT^af  of  Hinaom," 
Jer.  yii.  31,  which  lay  sgnUi-eael  of  JemBSlBm,  and  was  called  likewiae 
Tophat,  &om  tiie  Hebrew,  lopk,  a  dnim ;  drams  and  each  like  noiaj 
instrumenta  being  nted  to  drown  the  cries  of  the  miaerable  children 
who  were  offered  to  this  idol ;  and  Qehenna,  or  "  the  vallejr  of  Bin- 
nom,"  ie  la  geveral  placea  of  Ihe  Kew  Teetament,  and  bf  ou  Savioar 
himself,  mode  the  nunc  and  trpe  of  Hell,  bj  leiaon  of  the  file  that  was 
kept  np  there  to  Moloah,  and  of  the  horrid  groBiiB  aad  outlines  of 
humao  aacrifleeg. — Ntvlm. 

>  God  of  the  UoabiCea,  1  Kings  li.  T. 

*  Hii  high  places  were  adjoining  to  those  of  Uoloch,  on  the  Houit 
of  Oliree,  therefore  called  here  " that  hill  of  scandal,"  as  before  "that 
opprobriooB  hill,"  for  "  Solomon  did  build  an  high  place  for  Chamoah, 
the  abomination  of  Moab,  in  the  hill  that  ie  before  JeruBalem,  and  tot 
Hcdoch,  the  abominaCiou  of  the  ohildren  of  Ammou,"  1  Kings  xL  T. 

*2EiitgSKuli.  1-%B^ 
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Of  oId>  Euphrates  to  the  brook  that  puts 

EgTpt  &om  Syrian  ^und,  had  g^aenl  namea 

Of  Baalim  and  A^taroth,'  those  male, 

These  feminine.    For  spirits  when  they  please 

Cwi  either  sex  asHume,  or  both ;  ao  soft 

And  UDOompounded  is  their  essence  pure, 

Not  tied  or  manacled  with  joint  or  limb. 

Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  strength  of  bones, 

Ijlie  cumbrous  flesh  ;  but  in  vMt  ahape  they  choose. 

Dilated  or  condensed,  bright  or  obscure, 

Can  execute  their  airy  purposes. 

And  works  of  love  or  enmity  fulfil 

For  iboBe  the  race  of  Israel  oft  forsook 

l^eir  livii^  strength,  and  unfrequented  left 

TTia  righteous  altar,  bowing  lowly  down 

To  hestial  gods ;  for  which  their  heads  as  low 

Bowed  down  in  battle,  sunk  before  the  spear 

Of  despicable  foes.    With  these  in  troop 

Came  Astoreth,'  whom  the  Pbcenieians  called 

Astarte,  Queen  of  HeaTsn,  with  crescent  home ; 

To  whose  bright  image  nightly  by  the  moon 

Sidonian  virgins  paid  their  vows  and  songs, 

Id  Sion  also  not  unsung,  where  atM>d 

Her  temple  on  the  ofibnsive  mountain,  built 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whose  heart,  thoi^h  large. 

Beguiled  by  fair  idolatresses,  felt 

To  idola  fouL    Thammuz  *  came  next  behind, 

'  Beemae  thia  rirer  it  mentioaed  in  the  earliagt  noords  of  time. — 
Sea  Qan.  ii.  U. 

•  Pral«bIttfaB«iui  aDdthe"h(»tof  hBK*«n." 

•  The  goddau  of  Hit  PhtBniei»n«,  and  the  moon  wm  adored  nndei 
Ihii  nune.  She  ■■  rightly  uid  to  "  come  in  troop  "  with  Aabtsnitli.  ai 
■he  vu  one  of  them,  the  moon  wit^  the  sUia.  Bometimea  (lie  u 
oiled  "  qne«D  of  hesien,"  Jer.  Til  18,  and  llir.  IT,  18,  She  ii  like- 
wiae  called  "  the  goddeai  of  the  Zidoniuis,"  1  Kinga  li.  S,  "  and  the 

aUpped  Terj  much  in  Zidoo  or  Sidon,  a  ttaaoab  cit;  of  the  Phieni- 

•  The  account  of  Thuumoz  ie  Onel;  romuitiF.  and  mitable  to  what 
we  read  among  the  aocienta  of  the  worship  which  was  p&id  to  that 
IdoL  Manndrell  gives  the  following  account  of  this  ancient  piece  of 
vonhip,  and  probably  the  first  occaaion  of  ancb  a  Bnpcrstilian.    "  We 

let  the  idolatrons  rites  performed  here  in  lamentation  of  Adonia.  We 
had  the  fbrtone  lo  aee  what  ina,j  be  anppased  to  bs  the  ooouion  of 
that  epinioa  which  Lndao  relitea,  fix.,  Uiat  tlila  atream,  at  oeitain 
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Whose  aimual  wound  in  Lebuicoi  allmed 
The  Syrun  dutuelH  to  lament  hia  &te 
In  amOTOua  ditties  all  a  Bummer'B  da;, 
While  smooth  Adonia  bom  Mb  native  rock 


Infeeted  Sion's  dsiughters  with  like  heat, 

Whose  wanton  paBaions  in  the  aacred  porch 

Ezeldel '  saw,  when  h^  the  Tision  led 

His  eje  eurveyed  the  dark  idolatrieB 

Of  alienated  Judah.    Next  oame  oae 

Who  mourned  in  eameat,  when  the  captive  ark 

Maimed  his  brute  image  head  and  hands  lopped  oET 

In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunsel  edge,* 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  shamed  his  worahipperB : 

Dagon  Mb  name,  aevmonster,  upward  man 

And  downward  fish :'  ;et  had  hiB  temple  h^h 

Beared  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  ooast 

Of  Palestine,  in  Gath  and  Aacalon, 

And  Aocaron  and  Oaza'e  frontier  bounds. 

Him  followed  Rimmon,*  whose  delightful  setd 

Was  fair  Damascus,  on  the  fertile  banks 

Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  streams. 

He  also  'gainst  the  house  of  Ood  waa  bold  : 


a  of  the  Tear. 
,  which  llieh, 

especinlly  ihont  the  ftut  of  Adonia,  ia  of  ■  bloodj 
Athens  looked  apon  as  proceeding  from  a  kind  ot 

thy  in  the  ri- 

rer  for  the  death  of  Adonia,  who  waa  kiUad  by  ■ 

3  J  in  the  m 

Qantaina,  out  of  which  this  etream  riaes.     Some- 

thing  like  Ihia  we  saw  actaally  coma  to  paaa ;  for  the  water  «m 
Btainad  to  K  enrpriging  redness  ;  Bud  as  we  obaerved  in  tniTellina,  had 

leaa,  by  a  aort  of  minium,  or  red  earth,  washed  into  the  livei  by  the 
Tioleooe  of  tho  rain,  and  not  by  any  staiD  from  Adonia's  blooi" — 

Thammtu  waa  the  god  of  the  Syrians,  the  same  with  Adonia,  who, 
acoording  to  the  traditiona,  died  every  year  and  revived  again.  He 
was  slain  by  a  wild  boar  in  Mount  Lebanon,  &om  whence  the  river 
Adonia  descends ;  and  when  thia  river  began  to  be  of  a  reddish  hue, 
as  it  did  at  a  certain  aeaaon  of  the  year,  tliis  was  their  signal  for  oele- 

lamentadone  for  bim,  saf  posing  the  river  was  diacaloorsd  with  hia 
blood.— JJnedm. 

1  See  Ezek.  viiL  13,  sq. 

1  1.  g.  the  Uireahold.    Seel  Sam.  v.  4. 

*  See  Layard's  Nineveh,  voL  ii.  p.  4ST,  naU/  and  Calnet,  p.  839, 
of  mv  edition. 

4  Bimmon  was  a  god  ot  the  Syrian*. 
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A  leper  once  he  lost,'  and  gained  a  kin^, 

Ahaz  bis  sottish  oonqueror,  whom  he  drev 

God's  altar  to  dispiirace  end  displace 

For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to  hum 

His  odious  offerings,  and  adore  the  gods 

Whom  he  had  vanquished.     After  these  appeared 

A  crew  who,  under  names  of  old  renown, 

Osiris,  Isis,  Orus,  and  their  train, 

With  monstrous  shapes  and  sorceries  abused 

Fanatic  EKjpt  and  her  priests,  to  seek 

Their  wandering  gods  disguised  in  brutish  forms 

Bather  than  human.    Nor  did  Israel  'scape 

The  infection,  when  their  hoirowed  gold  composed 

The  calf  in  Oreh ;  and  the  rebel  king 

Doubled  that  sin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,* 

Likening  bis  Maker  to  the  grazed  ox ; 

Jflhoyah,  who  in  one  night  when  he  passed 

From  Egypt  marching,  equalled  with  one  stroke 

Both  her  first-born  and  all  her  bleating  gods." 

Belial  came  last,  than  whom  a  spirit  more  lewd 

Fell  not  troni  Heaven,  or  more  gross  to  love 

Vice  for  itself  i  to  him  no  temple  stood 

Or  altar  smoked;  yet  who  more  oft  than  he 

In  temples  and  at  altars,  when  the  priest 

Turns  atheist,  as  did  Eh's  eons,  who  filled 

With  lust  and  violence  the  house  of  God  7 

In  courts  and  palaces  he  also  reigns 

' " '  '    '         '    IS  cities,  where  the  n  '  " 


Of  riot  ascends  above  their  loftiest  towers. 
And  injniT  and  outra^ ;  and  when  night 
Darkens  t&e  streets,  then  wauder  forth  the  sons 

th  to  "offer 


neither  burnt-offering  nor  aacrifloe  to  any  other  god,  1-. 

Lord,"  2  Kings  V.  IT. 

'  Orest,  bowerer,  ag  -wbb  the  sin  of  the  IsraeliteB  in  setting  ap  these 
t»l'es,  it  bu  been  well  observed  bj  Dean  Oraies  (on  the  Pentateuch) 
fwt  iii.  lect.  il.,  that  "  anch  relapses  into  idolatry  never  implied  a  re- 
jection or  Jehovfth  BS  their  Ood,  or  of  the  Mosaic  law,  as  if  the; 
donirled  its  tratb.  The  Jawiah  idolatry  eonsiated,  firat,  in  worship, 
ping  the  trae  God  In  gymbols ;  hnt,  in  erery  one  of  these  instances, 
iw  from  rejecting  Jehovah  as  their  God,  the  images,  sjmbola,  and 
rites  employed  were  designed  to  honour  him,  by  imitating  the  manner 
in  which  the  moat  diatingoisbed  nations  the  Jews  wete  acqotunted 
"Itti  lorabippfld  their  divinitiea." 

>  *H"-|ing  to  the  warship  of  Ammon  nndei  the  fbrm  of  a  ram- 
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Of  Belial,'  flown '  with  insdence  and  wine. 
Witnesa  tlie  streets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 
In  Gibeah,  when  the  hospitable  doco- 
Exposed  a  matron*  to  avoid  worse  rape. 
These  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might; 
The  rest  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  renowned, 
The  Ionian  gods,*^of  Javftn's  issue ;  held 
Gods,  yet  confessed  later  than  Heaven  and  Earth, 
Their  boasted  parents ;  Titan,  Heaven's  first-born. 
With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  seized 
Sj  younger  Saturn;  he  from  mightier  Jore, 
His  own  and  Khea's  son,  like  measure  found; 
So  Jove  usurping  reigned;  these  first  in  Crete 
And  Ida  known,  thence  on  the  snowy  top 
Of  cold  Olympus  ruled  the  middle  air. 
Their  highest  Heaven;  or  on  the  Delphian  cliiF, 
Or  in  Dodona,  and  through  all  the  hounds 
Of  Doric  land ;  or  who  with  Saturn  old 
Fled  over  Adria  to  the  Hesperian  fields, 
And  o'er  the  Celtic  roamed  the  utmost  isles. 

All  these  and  more  came  flocking ;  but  with  looks 
Downcast  and  damp,  yet  such  wherein  appeared 
Obscure  some  glimpse  of  joy,  to  have  found  their  chief 


*  Javan,  th«  fourth  sou  of  Japhet,  is  Bnppossd  to  liBve  settled  in 
the  soalh-weet  pert  o{  Asia  Muidt,  abonC  Ionia,  which  CDntuns  the 
radical  letters  of  hiB  name.  Hie  desMaduits  were  the  lonians  and 
Grecians ;  and  the  principal  of  their  gods  were  Heaven  and  Earth. 
Titan  was  their  eldest  son ;  he  was  father  of  the  gisnts,  and  his  empire 
was  Belied  hy  bis  younger  hrother  Saturn,  as  S atom's  was  l)j  Jupiter, 
son  of  Saturn  and  Rhea.  These  first  were  known  in  the  island  Crete, 
now  Caudia,  in  which  is  Moniit  Ida.  where  Jupiter  is  said  to  have 
been  horn;  tljonce  passed  over  into  Greece,  and  resided  on  Mount 
Olrmpua.  in  Tliessalj ;  "  the  snowy  top  of  cold  Olympus,"  as  Homer 
oaUa  It,  which  mouotain  afterwards  became  the  name  of  Heaven 
among  their  worshippers;  "or  on  the  Delphian  cliff."  Parnasaua, 
whereonwasaeatedthecityDelphi,  famous  for  the  temple  and  oracle 
of  Apollo;  "or  in  Dodona,"  a  eily  and  wood  adjoining,  sacred  to 
Jupiter  ;  "  and  through  all  the  bounds  of  Doric  land,"  that  is,  of 
Greece,  Coria  being  a  part  of  Qreece;  "or  fled  over  Adria,"  the 
Adrlatio,  "to  the  Hesperian  fields,"  to  Italy;  "and  o'erthe  Celtic," 
Francs  and  the  other  countrieB  overrun  by  the  Celtes,  "  roamed  the 
nUnost  isles,"  &(eat  Britain,  Ireland,  the  Orkneys,  Thule,  or  Iceland, 
"  Ultima  Thule,"  aa  it  la  called,  the  nlmoat  boundary  of  the  worid.— 


Not  in  despair,  to  have  found  diemselves  not  lost 
In  loss  itself;  which  on  his  cotmCeuonce  cast 
Like  doubtAil  hue  i  but  he  his  won<«d  pride 
Soon  recollecting,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of  worth  not  mibstauce,  gently  raised 
Their  fainting  courage,  and  dispelled  their  fears. 
Then  Btraight  commands  that  at  the  warlike  Eound 
Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions '  be  upreared 
His  mighty  standard ;  that  proud  honour  claimed 
Azazel,*  as  his  right,  a  cherub  tall, 
Who  forthwith  from  the  gUtterii^  staff  unfurled 
The  imperial  ensign,  which,  full  high  adranced. 
Shone  like  a  meteor  streaming  to  the  wind. 
With  geniB  and  golden  lustre  rich  emblazed. 
Seraphic  arms  and  trophies ;  all  the  while 
Sonorous  metal  blowing  martial  sounds ; 
At  which  the  universal  host  up  sent 
A  shout,  that  tore  Hell's  concave,  and  beyond 
Frighted  the  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 
All  in  a  moment  thToi:^h  the  gloom  were  seen 
Ten  thousand  banners  rise  into  the  air 
With  orient  colours  waving ;  with  them  rose 
A  forest  huge  of  spears,'  and  thronging  helms 
Appeared,  and  serried*  shields  in  thick  array 
Of  depth  immeasurable ;  anon  they  move 
In  perfect  phalanx  to  Ihe  Dorian  '  mood 
Of  Sutes  and  aoH  recorders ;  such  as  raised 
To  height  of  noblest  temper  heroes  old 
Arming  to  battle,  and  instead  of  rage 
Deliberate  ■valour  breathed,  firm  and  unmoved 
With  dread  of  death  to  flight  or  foul  retreat ; 
Nor  wanting  power  to  mitigate  and  'suage 
With  solemn  touches  troubled  thoughts,  and  chase 
Anguish  and  doubt,  and  fear,  and  sorrow,  and  pain, 

'  Smsll,  ahrill,  treble  tmmpeta. 

'  Hot  the  Bcapegottt.  bat  some  dBmon. 

'  So  Tassd.  deechbii^  the  Cbristutn  and  Fagui  snnieB  prepuing 


Ih  host  with  eftaiB  and  pikae  aboond." 

losel;  together. 

ir  MFioiu,  aach  being  the  cbaracleiiitio  of  Dorla|i 


From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.    Thus  they, 
Breftthing  united  force,  with  fixed  thought. 
Moved  on  in  silence  to  soft  pipes,  that  charmed 
Their  painful  steps  o'er  the  burnt  soil ;  and  noir 
Advanced  in  view  they  stand,  a  horrid  front 
Of  dreadful  length  and  dazzling-  anna,  in  ^se 
Of  warriors  old  with  ordered  speur  and  ehield. 
Awaiting  what  command  their  mighty  chief 
Had  to  impose.    He  through  the  armed  files 
Darts  his  experienced  eye,  and  soon  traverse 
The  whole  battalion  views,  their  order  due, 
Their  visages  and  stature  as  of  gods ; 
Their  nuuuier  last  he  sums.    And  now  his  heart 
Distends  with  pride,  and  hardening  in  his  strength 
Glories;  for  never  since  created  man, 
Met  such  embodied  force,  as,  named  with  these, 
Could  merit  more  than  that  small  infantry 
Warred  on  by  cranes ; '  though  all  the  giant  brood 

'  All  tbe  heroes  ftnd  armias  th&t  evar -were  assembled  were  no  more 
than  p^mies  in  comparison  with  these  angels  ;  "  though  all  the 
giant  brood  of  Phlagia,"  a  citv  of  Macedonia,  vhere  the  giants  fonght 
witb  tbe  gods,  "  irith  the  heroic  race  irete  joioed  that  Ibagbt  at 
Thebes,"  a  citj  of  BiPOtia,  famons  tor  the  war  between  the  aons  of 
(Edipos,  celebiated  bj  Statins  in  his  Thebaid,  "andlliam,"  made 
still  more  famona  by  Homer's  Iliad,  where   "on   each  Bide"    tbe 

and  what  resounds"  even  "in  fable  orromanie  otUther'e  sou,"  king 
Arthnr.  son  of  Uthec  Pendragon,  whose  eiploits  are  romanlieally  ex- 
tolled by  Geoffifj  of  Monmonth,  "  begirt  with  British  and  Araioric 
knights."  far  he  was  often  in  alliance  with  Uie  king  of  Aimorica,  since 
csUed  BreUgoe,  of  the  Britons  who  settled  there ;  "  and  all  who  aince 
jonBt«d  in  Aapramont.  or  Montalbau,"  romantic  names  of  places 
Mentioned  in  Orlando  ForioBO,  the  latter,  perhaps,  Montaaban  in 
France,  "  Samascn  or  Marocco."  Damascus  or  Morocco,  bat  be  calls 

docia,  in  the  Lesser  Asia;  all  these  plsces  are  famoas  in  romances, 
for  jonstings  between  the  "  haplized  and  in£delBi  or  whom  Biserta." 
fbnVierl;  called  Utica,  "sent  from  Afric  shore,"  that  is,  the  Saracens 
who  passed  &om  Biserta,  in  AMca,  to  Spain,  "when  Charlemagne 
with  all  his  peerage  fell  by  Fontarabia,"  Charlemagne,  king  of  France 
and  emperor  of  Germany,  about  the  year  800,  ondertock  a  war 
against  the  Sarsi^ens  in  Spain ;  and  Mariana  and  the  Spanish  bin- 
toriina  are  Milton's  authors  for  saying  that  ha  and  his  army  were 
routed  ia  this  manner  at  Foutarebia  (nhich  is  a  strong  town  in 
Biscay  at  the  TCr;  entrance  into  Spain,  and  esteemed  the  key  of  the 
kingdom) ;  bnt  Mezeray  and  the  French  writers  give  a  quite  different 
and  more  probable  accoant  of  him,  that  he  was  at  last  victorious  over 
his  enemies  and  dial  in  peace. — Niiclim. 


».I.Vn—ni.  TiRUaBS  LOST.  t 

Of  Phl^p«  with  the  heroio  raee  were  joined 
That  fought  at  Thebes  and  Dium,  on  each  side 
Mixed  with  auiiliar  gods ;  and  what  resoiinda 
In  fable  or  romance  of  User's  son 
Begirt  wiOi  British  and  Armorio  kniffhts, 
And  all  who  since,  baptized  or  infidel. 
Jousted  in  Aspramont  or  Montalban, 
Danmeco,  or  Marocco,  or  Tiebisond, 
Or  whom  Biserta  eent  from  AMc  shore, 
When  Charlemagne  with  all  his  peer^(e  fell 
By  Fontorabia.     Thus  far  these  beyond 
Compare  of  mortal  prowess,  yet  observed 
Their  diead  commander ;  he  shore  the  test 
In  Hhape  and  gestnre  proudly  eminent 
Stood  nice  a  tower ;  his  form  had  yet  not  lost 
All  its  original  hrightnesB,  nor  appeared 
Less  than  archangel  mined,  and  the  escess 
Of  glory  oh8cm«d ;  as  when  the  sun  new  risen 
Locis  through  the  horizontal  misty  air 
Shorn  of  his  beams,  or  from  behind  the  moon 
In  'lim  eclipse  disastrous  twOiffht  sheds 
On  half  the  nations,  and  with  fear  of  change 
Perplexes  monarcbs.     Darkened  so,  yet  shone 
Above  them  all  the  archangel ;  but  his  face 
Deep  scars  of  thunder  had  entrenched,  and  care 
Sat  on  his  faded  cheek,  but  under  brows 
Of  dauntless  courage,  and  oonsiderBte  pride 
Waiting  revenge ;  croel  his  eyes,  but  cast 
Signs  of  remorse  and  passion  to  behold 
The  fflUows  of  his  crime,  tie  followers  rather 
(Far  other  once  beheld  in  bliss)  condemned 
For  ever  now  to  have  their  lot  in  pain. 
Millions  of  spirits  for  his  fault  amerced' 
Of  Heaven,  and  from  eternal  splendours  Aung 
For  hia  revolt ;  yet  faithful  how  they  stood, 
Their  gloir  withered ;  as  when  Heaven's  fire 
Hath  scathed*  the  forest  oaks,  or  mountain  pines, 
With  singed  top  their  stately  growth,  though  bare. 
Stands  on  the  blasted  heath.    He  now  prepared 
To  speak ;  whereat  their  doubled  ranks  they  bend 
From  wing  to  wing,  and  half  enclose  him  round 

■  DepriTed,  robbed  ot,  t*lceil  swaj  from. 
*  Bnit,  iDJnred. 

I.  ioogic 


U  iuuvn's 

With  all  hia  peera :  attention  held  them  mute. 
Thrice  he  assayed,  and  thrice,  in  spite  of  scorn. 
Tears,  mich  as  angela  weep,'  burst  forth :  at  last 
Words  interwove  with  sighs  found  out  their  way, 

"  0  myriads  of  immortftl  spirits !  0  powers 
Ifatchless  but  with  the  Almighty ;  and  that  strife 
Was  not  inglorioua,  though  tiie  event  was  dire, 
As  this  place  testifies,  and  this  dire  change, 
Hatefiil  to  utter :  but  what  power  of  mind 
Foreseeing  or  presaging,  from  the  depth 
Of  knowledge  past  or  presen  t,  could  have  feared. 
How  such  united  force  of  gods,  how  such 
As  stood  like  these,  could  ever  know  repulse  ? 
For  who  can  yet  believe,  though  after  loss, 
That  alt  these  puissant  legions,  whose  exile 
Hath  emptied  Heaven,'  diall  fail  to  reascend 
Self-raised,  and  repossess  their  native  seat? 
For  me  be  witness  all  the  host  of  Heaven, 
If  counsels  different,  or  danger  shunned 
Bv  me,  have  lost  our  hopes.    But  He  who  reigns 
Monarch  in  Heaven,  till  then  as  one  secura 
Sat  on  his  throne,  upheld  by  old  repute. 
Consent  or  custom,  and  his  regal  state 
Put  forth  at  full,  but  still  his  strength  concealed, 
Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  fall. 
Henceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own. 
So  as  not  either  to  provoke,  or  dread 
New  war,  provoked ;  our  better  part  remains 
I'd  work  in  close  design,  by  fraud  or  guile. 
What  force  effected  not ;  that  he  no  less 
At  length  from  us  ma;  find,  who  overcomes 

vUch  was  dilFerent.  ttcm  the  blood  of  mortals.  This  weeping  of 
Satan  on  snnHjing  hia  numeroua  host,  and  the  thoughts  of  their 
wretxihed.  atate,  piiT£  one  in  viittd  of  the  story  of  Xenea  weeping  oa 
seeing  hie  vaet  armr,  and  reSecting  that  the;  were  mortal,  at  the 
time  that  he  was  hastening  them  to  their  t^te.  and  to  the  intended 
deatmction  of  the  gresleat  people  in  the  world,  to  gratify  hia  awn 

)  It  is  conceived  that  a  third  part  of  the  angela  fell  with  Satan, 
according  to  Rev.  idL  4. :  "  And  his  tail  drew  ibe  third  part  of  the 
Stan  of  Heaven,  and  cast  them  to  the  earth;"  and  thia  opinion 
Milton  haa  expresaed  in  several  places,  ii.  B»i,  v.  TIO,  ii.  196;  hot 

had  emptied  Heaien." 


j^lHB— «?&  FtBlDISK  LOJT. 

By  force,  hatk  overcome  but  half  hia  foe. 
Space  may  produce  aew  worlds ;  whereof  to  rise 
lliere  went  a  fame  in  Heaveu  that  he  ere  long 
Intended  to  create,  and  therein  plant 
A  generation,  whom  his  choice  regard 
Should  fsTOViT  equal  to  the  eons  of  Heaven : 
Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  shall  be  perhaps 
Our  first  eruption ;   thither  or  elsewhere ; 
For  this  infernal  pit  shall  never  hold 
Celestial  spirits  in  bondage,  nor  the  abyss 
Long  under  darkness  cover.     But  these  thoughta 
Full  counsel  must  mature :  peace  is  despaiied, 
For  who  can  think  submission?     War,  then,  war. 
Open  or  understood,  must  be  resolved." 

He  spake ;  and  to  confirm  his  words,  out  flew 
Millions  of  flaming  swords,  drawn  irom  the  thighs 
Of  mighty  cherubim ;  the  sudden  blaze 
Far  round  illumined  Hell :  highly  liiey  raged 
Against  the  highest,  and  fierce  with  grasped  arms* 
Clashed  on  their  sounding  shields  the  din  of  war, 
Hurling  defiance  toward  the  vault  of  Heaven. 

There  stood  a  hill  not  far,  whose  grisly  top 
Belched  fire  and  rollii^  smoke  ;  the  rest  entire 
Shone  with  a  glossy  scurf,  undoubted  sign 
That  in  bis  womb'  was  hid  metallic  ore, 
The  work  of  sulphur.*    Thither,  winged  with  qieed, 
A  numerous  brigade  hastened  ;  as  when  bands 
Of  pioneers  with  spade  and  pickaxe  armed 
Forerun  the  royal  camp,  to  trench  a  field. 


Orcastarai 

apBit    Mammon*  led  them  on. 

'  The  known  < 

It  general,  was  to  smite  their  shields  with  their 

■  speech  of  the: 

•words. — Benlltn. 

1  This  word  is  < 

u>nBtsTit]y  nsed  in  the  masciilme  gender  bj  Chancer. 

•Formettbi 

the  binder  or  cen 

lent,  which  £ieB  the  fluid  mercncj  into  t,  coherent 

nuJIeable  miB». 

And  so  Ben  Jonson  in  lie  "  AldiBmist,"  kL  u. 

weneS.:— 

"Ittnnu 

WhoiTE 

s  SyriM,  Bnd  signtBea  riches.    "  Ye  lannot  eerre 

God  »nd  Munm 

on,"  ass's  OQT  SsTionr,  Matt,  vi.  U.  and  bids  ns 

-  mske  to  onrse 

Luke  xvL  9—Ntiel9H. 
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Mammon,  the  least  erected  spirit  that  fell 

From  Heaven,  for  even  in  Heaven  his  looka  and  thoughts 

Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more 

The  richeet  of  Heaven's  pavement,  trodden  gold. 

Than  aught  divine  or  holj  else  enjoyed 

In  vision  beatific :  by  him  first 

Men  also,  and  by  liis  suggestion  taught, 

Bansacked  the  centre,  and  with  impious  hands 

Bified  the  bowels  of  tlieii  mother  earth 

For  treasures  better  hid.    Soon  had  his  crew 

Opened  into  the  hill  a  spacious  wound, 

And  digged  out  ribs  of  gold.    Let  none  admire 

That  riches  grow  in  Hell ;  that  soil  may  best 

Deserve  the  precious  bane.    And  here  let  those 

Who  boast  in  mortal  things,  and  wondering  tell 

Of  Babel  and  the  works  of  Memphian  kings, 

Leam  how  their  greatest  monuments  of  fame 

And  strength  and  art  are  easily  outdone 

By  spirits  reprobate,  and  in  an  hour 

What  in  an  age  they  with  incessant  toil 

And  bands  innumerable '  scarce  perform. 

Nigh  on  the  plain  in  many  cells  prepared. 

That  underneath  had  veins  of  liquid  fire 

Shuced  from  the  lake,  a  second  multitude 

With  wondrous  art  founded  the  massy  ore, 

Severing  each  kind,  and  scummed  the  bullion  dross:' 

A  third  as  soon  had  formed  within  the  ground 

A  various  mould,  and  from  the  boiling  cells 

By  strange  conveyance  filled  each  hoUow  nook, 

As  in  an  organ'  from  one  blast  of  wind 

To  many  a  row  of  pipes  the  sound-board  breathes. 

Anon  out  of  the  eajth  a  fabric  huge 

Bose  like  an  exhalation,  with  the  sound 

Of  dulcet  symphonies  and  voices  sweet. 

Built  like  a  temple,  where  pilasters  round 

Were  set,  and  Doric  pillars  overlaid 

'  There  were  860,000  men  employed  for  neirty  twenty  ye«8  upon 
a  alDglfl  pjnuDid. 

>  BuUinh  iahere  an  idjeotive.  The  sense  is:  "Ihejfomdtd  oi 
nuiled  thti  on  that  waa  in  llj«  mau,  by  sepanting  or  aeeerinff  each 
kind,  that  is,  the  sulphur,  earth,  Ac.,  from  the  ujfital;  and  after  that 
they  iinuiuiuil  tha  Jrou  that  floated  on  the  top  of  the  burning  on." — 


With  golden  architrave ;  nor  did  tht^e  wdDt 

Cornice  or  Meze,  with  bose;  soulptiueB  graven;  ' 

The  roof  was  fretted  gold.     Not  Babylon, 

Nor  great  Alcairo  >  euch  magnificence 

Equalled  in  all  their  glones,  to  inshnne 

Belus  or  Serapis*  their  gods,  or  seat 

Their  kings,  when  Egypt  with  Aasyria  strove 

In  wealth  and  luiurv.    The  ascending  pile 

Stood  fixed  her  stately  height,  and  straight  the  doora 

Opening  their  brazen  folds  discover  wide 

Within,  her  ample  spaces,  o'er  the  smooth 

And  level  pavement :  from  the  arched  roof 

Pendent  by  subtle  magio  many  a  row 

Of  starry  lamps  and  blazing  oressets '  fed 

With  naphtha  and  asphaltua  yielded  light 

As  from  a  sky.     The  hasty  multitude 


In  Heaven  by  many  a  towered  bI 
Where  sceptred  angels  held  their  residence, 
And  sat  as  princes,  whom  the  Supreme  King 
£ssJt«d  to  such  power,  and  gave  to  rule. 
Each  in  his  hleraiohy,  the  ordera  bright. 
Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unadored 
In  ancient  Greece'^  and  in  Ausonian  land 
Men  called  him  Mulciber ;  and  how  he  fell' 

'  This  utb^dnction  of  a  modem  name  ii  rather  cloiaaf . 

>  BeloB  the  son  of  Nimrod,  Becond  king  of  Babjrlou,  and  the  flnt 
man  worahipped  tor  a  god.  by  the  Ch«Jd»an>  styled  Bel.  by  ths 
PhnnicLans,  Baal.  Serapis.  the  aame  with  Apis,  thi  god  of  tha 
KpjpUana. — Humt. 

■  &  cresBBt  ia  any  great  blazing  Hght,  ai  a  beuoo.  So  Sbiditpeua, 
1  Hen.  IT.  an.  iii  :— 


where  Tnlcan  (the  eame  a 

"  Onoe  in  yonr  eaoae  I  f^lt  hia  matchleaH  might, 
Enrled  headlong  dawnwaid,  from  the  etbereal  heig 
Tost  all  the  day  in  rapid  cirolea  romid ; 
Not.  till  the  Bon  deaoended,  toached  the  ground; 
Breathlew  I  tell,  in  giddy  motioa  loet; 
Tho  Sinthiana  niaed  ma  on  Iha  Lanmian  coan."— iVpfc 


^  ioogle 


From  Hearen,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jova 

Sheei"  o'er  the  cryBtal  battlements ;  from  mom 

To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve, 

A  Bununer's  day ;  and  with  the  setting  snn 

Dropped  bom  the  zenith  like  a  falling  star. 

On  Lemnoa  the  Mgeejx  isle  ;  thus  they  relate, 

Erring ;  for  he  wi&  this  rebellious  rout 

Fell  long  before ;  nor  aught  aTailed  him  now 

To  hare  built  in  Heaven  high  towers;  nor  did  he  'scape 

By  all  his  engines,'  hut  was  headlong  sent 

With  his  industrious  crew  to  build  in  Hell. 

Meanwhile  the  winged  heralds  by  command 
Of  sovereign  power,  with  awful  ceremony 
And  trumpet's  sound,  throughout  the  hwt  proclaim 
A  solemn  council  forthwith  to  be  held 
At  Pandemonium,  the  high  capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers :  their  summons  called 
From  every  band  and  squared  regiment 
By  place  or  choice  the  worthiest ;  they  anon 
With  hundreds  and  with  thousands  trooping  cama 
Attended :  all  access  was  thronged,  the  gates 
And  porches  wide,  but  chief  the  spacious  hall 
(Though  liie  a  covered  field,  where  champions  bold 
Wont  ride  in  armed,  and  at  the  Soldan's  chair 
Defied  the  best  of  Panim '  chivalir   ' 
To  mortal  combat,  or  career  with  lance), 
Thick  swarmed,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air 
Brushed  with  the  hiss  of  rustling  wings.    As  bees* 
In  spring  time,  when  the  sun  with  Taurus  rides. 
Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  about  the  hive 
In  clusters ;  they  among  fresh  dews  and  flowera 
Fly  to  and  fro,  or  on  the  smoothed  plank, 
The  suburb  of  their  straw-built  citadel, 
New  rubbed  with  balm,  expatiate  and  conifer 
Their  state  afiairs.    So  thick  the  airy  crowd 


I       "  As  ftam  gome  rockj  cliffl  thn  shepherd  eeet 

Clnatering  in  heaps  dd  heaps  the  driiing  bees, 
Boiling,  and  bUckening,  bwbrdb  eucceeding  ewarmi. 


Boiling,  u 
With  diep. 


Dns^  thCT  spread,  a  close  embodied  crowd. 


rale  descsada  the  living  olouii." 

•Popi'i  Iliad,  booh  ii. 
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Swarmed  and  were  etraitened ;  till,  the  signal  given, 

Behold  a  wonder !  ihey  but  now  who  seemed 

In  biffuess  to  surpass  earth's  giant  sons 

Now  less  than  smsHest  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 

Throng  numberless,  like  that  pygmean  race 

Beyond  the  Indian  mount,  or  fairy  elves, 

Whose  midnight  revels  by  a  forest  side 

Or  fountain  some  belated  peasant  sees, 

Or  dreams  be  sees,  wbOe  overhead  the  moon ' 

Sits  arbitress.  and  nearer  to  the  earth 

Wheels  her  pale  course ;  they,  on  their  mirth  and  danc« 

Int«iit,  with  jocund  music  charm  his  ear; 

At  once  with  joy  and  fear  his  heart  rebounds. 

Tbtia  incorporeal  spirits  to  smallest  forms 

Reduced  their  shapes  immense,  and  were  at  large. 

Though  without  number  still  amidst  the  hall 

Of  that  infernal  court     But  far  within, 

And  in  their  own  dimensions  like  themselves, 

The  great  seraphic  lords  and  cherubim 

In  close  recess  and  secret  conclave  sat, 

A  thousand  dem^ods  on  golden  seats, 

Trequent  and  fulT'    After  short  silence  then 

And  sninmons  read,  the  great  consult  began. 

>  This  alhidea  to  the  put  which  the  moon  is  eappoeed  to  pky  Id 
the  reveU  of  elves  and  fairies. 

1  So  weh»einLstin,<yrfu«uin>aIui,&Mlboaee.  And  he  niak«s 
DSB  of  the  same  exDresaion  in  Enaliah  nrose.  "  The  asaemblj  was 
"e  hia  HiatoiJ  of 


i;  Google 
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>Btei  whether  BnoLher  bntlle  ba  to 

hazBrded  for  l£e  recorery  of  Heaven :  some  adiise  it,  others 

ujBSWUle  ;  a  third  propoaal  is  preferred,  mentioned  before  bj  S«t«a, 

cercing  Anathei*  world,  and  ADother  kind  of  creatore  eqnal  or  not 

doubt  vho  should  be  sent  oa  this  difficult  Beareh:  Satan  their 
chief  undertakes  alone  the  voyage,  is  honoured  and  appUaded. 
The  council  thus  ended,  the  rest  betake  them  several  waje,  and  to 
aeveral  emplojineots,  ae  their  inclioationo  lead  them,  to  entertain 
the  time  till  Satan  return.  He  paasea  on  his  journey  to  Hell- 
gates,  finds  them  shut,  and  who  sat  there  to  guard  them,  by  whom 
at  length  ihey  are  opened,  and  discover  lo  him  the  great  golf 
belween  Hell  and  Heaven ;  wiUi  what  difflcoltv  ha  passea  through, 
directed  by  Chaos,  the  povar  of  that  plaoe,  to  Uie  sigiit  of  thla  new 
world  which  ha  soi^t. 

HioH  on  a  throne  of  royal  state,  which  far 
Outshone  the  wealth  of  Ormus'  and  of  Ind, 
Or  where  the  gorgeous  east'  with  richest  hand 
Showera  on  her  kings  barbaric  peaii  and  gold, 
Satan  exalted  sat,  by  merit  raiaed 
To  that  bad  eminence ;  and  from  despur 

'  An  island  in  tlia  Penisn  Qulf.  oelebiated  fi>r  ita  wealth    In 
diamonds. 

the  throne  of  Satan  outshone  diamonds,  or  pearls  and  gold,  the 
choicest  whereof  aie  produced  in  the  east.  Spenser  eipressea  the 
same  thought  thus,  F.  Q.  iii.  4,  23.  ' 

"  that  it  did  pass 
The  wealth  of  th'  east,  and  pomp  of  Persian  kings." 
And  the  east  la  said  to  "  shower  Ihem  on  her  kings,"  in  allasion  to  the 
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ThnB  high  upliAed  beyond  bop«,  aspires 
Beyond  thna  liigh,  insatiete  to  pursue 
Vam  war  with  HeaTen,  and  by  success  unlaiignt 
His  proud  imacinatioiis  thus  msplayed. 

"  Powers  and  dominions,'  deities  of  Heaven, 
For  since  no  deep  witMn  her  guif  can  hold 
Immortal  Tigour,  though  oppressed  and  faUen, 
'   ■'   "     -*■'---     for  lost     From  this  descent 

ofeU. 
And  trust  themselvea  to  fear  no  second  fate. 

With  what  beaides,  in  council  o: 
Hath  been  achieved  of  merit,  yet  this  loss. 
Thus  far  at  least  recovered,  hath  much  more 
Established  in  a  safe  nnenvied  throne 
Yielded  with  full  consent    The  happier  state 
111  HeaTfin,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw 
Envy  from  each  inferior ; '  but  who  here 
Will  envy  whom  the  highest  place  exposes 
Foremost  to  stand  against  the  Thunderer's  aim 
Your  bulwark,  and  condenms  to  greatest  share 
Of  endless  pain  ?    Where  there  is  then  no  good 
For  which  to  strive,  no  strife  can  grow  up  mere 
From  faction ;  for  none  siu^  will  claim  in  Hell 


id  It  tha  conmitioii  of  some  kingi  in  tlie  east,  of  sfaon 
id  precioas  atones  npon  their  hesds.  And  the  same  soi< 
■  used  in  Shalceepesr,  Ant.  snd  Cleop.  act.  ii. 


And  tliu  pearl  and  goM  is  called  "  barbaiio  pearl  and  |nld,"  after  the 
manner  of  the  Oresks  and  Romana,  who  Baconnted  bU  other  naljoaa 
harbarons ;  aa  Virgil,  ^n,  ii.  OOi. 

"  Baibarim  poites  anio  ipolijaqne  auporhL" 
and  .En.  viil.  689. 

"  Hino  ope  barbaiica  raiiieqae  Antoniaa  armla 
Violor  «b  Miror»  popnlia."— K«ic(ob. 
>  CI.  ColosB-L  IS. 

*He  meana  that  tie  higher  in  dignity  any  being  was  in  heaven,  ths 
happier  his  state  waa ;  and  that -therefore  infeiiora  might  there  env7 
■apeiioTB,  because  thej  were  happier  too. — Ptarct. 


Precedence ;  none,'  whose  portion  is  so  BmaJl 

Of  pi«Bent  padn,  that  with  ambitiouB  mind 

WiD  covet  more.    With  this  adrantage  then 

To  union,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord, 

More  than  can  be  in  Heaven,  we  now  retimi 

To  claim  our  just  inheritance  of  old, 

Surer  to  prosper  than  prosperity 

Couid  have  assiured  us ;  and  by  what  beat  waj, 

Whether  of  open  war  or  covert  guile, 

We  now  debate;  who  can  advise,  may  speak," 

He  ceased ;  and  next  hiin  Moloch,  sceptred  king. 
Stood  up,  the  strongest  and  the  fiercest  spirit 
That  fought  in  Heaven,  now  fiercer  by  despair : 
His  trust  was  with  the  Eterual  to  be  deemed' 
Equal  in  strength,  and  rather  than  be  less 
Cared  not  to  bo  at  all ;  with  that  care  lost 
Went  all  his  fear ;  of  God,  or  HeU,  or  worse. 
He  reck'd  not,'  and  these  vrorfs  thereafter  spake, 

"  Mj  sentence  is  for  open  war :  of  wiles. 
More  inexpert,  I  boast  not;  them  let  those 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  ttiey  need,  not  now 
For  while  they  sit  contriving,  shall  the  rest. 
Millions  that  stand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait 
The  signal  to  ascend,  sit  lingering  here 
Heaven's  Aigitives,  and  for  Uieir  dwelling-place 
Accept  this  dark  opprobrious  den  of  shame. 
The  prison  of  his  tyranny,  who  reigns 
By  our  delay?     No,  let  us  rather  choose, 
Armed  wilh  Hell's  flames  and  fury,  all  at  once 
O'er  Heaven's  high  towers  to  force  resistless  way, 
TtUTung  our  tortures  into  horrid  arms 
Against  the  torturer ;  when  to  meet  the  noise 
Of  his  almighw  engine  he  shall  hear 
Infernal  thunder,  and  for  lightning  see 
Black  fire  and  horror  shot  with  equal  rage 
Among  his  angels,  and  his  throne  itself, 
Mixed  with  Tartarean  sulphur,  and  strange  fire. 
His  own  invented  torments.     But,  perhaps. 


If  present 
le'U  coTBt : 


none,    ^^oae  portion  ia  to  Hmall 
'  paio  that  irtlh  ambitions  mind 
t    'WMi."—Smilei). 
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The  way  seems  difficult  and  steep  to  scale 
With  upright  wing  against  a  higher  foe. 
Let  such  bethink  them,  if  the  sleepj  diench 
Of  that  foi^etful  lake  benniun  not  stiU, 
That  in  onr  proper  motion  we  ascend 
Up  to  OUT  native  seat :  descent  and  &I1 
To  ns  is  adverse.    Who  hut  felt  of  late. 
When  the  fierce  foe  himg  on  our  broken  rear 
Insulting,  and  pursued  us  through  iha  deep, 
With  what  oompulBion  and  laborious  flight 
We  sunk  thus  low  ?    The  ascent  is  easy  then. 
The  event  is  feared :  should  we  again  provoke 
Our  stronger,  some  worse  way  his  wrath  may  find 
To  our  destruction ;  if  there  be  in  hell 
Fear  to  be  worse  destroyed :  what  can  be  worse 
Than  to  dwell  here,  driven  out  from  bliaa,  condemned 
In  this  abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe ; 
Where  pain  of  uneitinguishable  fire 
If  nst  exercise '  us  without  hope  of  end. 
The  TasBaJs*  of  bis  anger,  when  the  sconi^ 
Inexorable,  and  the  torturing  hour. 
Calls  us  to  penance  ?    More  destroyed  than  thus 
We  should  be  quite  abolished  and  expire. 
What  fear  we,  then  ?  what  doubt  we  to  incense 
His  utmost  ire  ?  which,  to  the  height  enraged, 
W  ill  either  quite  consume  us,  and  reduce 
To  nothing  this  essential  {happiei  far* 
Than  miserable  to  have  eternal  being) ; 
Or  if  our  substance  b^  indeed  divine, 
And  cannot  cease  to  be,  we  are  at  worst 
On  this  side  nothing ;  and  by  proof  we  feel 
Our  power  sufficient  to  disturb  his  heaven. 
And  with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm, 
Though  inaccessible,  Ms  fatal  throne  :* 
Which,  if  not  victoij,  is  yet  revenge." 

He  ended  &ownii^,  and  bis  look  denoimced 
Desperate  revenge,  and  battle  dangerous 
To  teas  than  gods.*    On  the  other  side  up  rote 

'  Harus,  torture. 

'  Or.  perhftpB,  "  vesselB,"  from  Rom.  ii.  S3. — Bmiley. 

•  Cf,  Matt.  nTi.  24.    M«rk  »».  81. 

*  i.  I.  his  tliroDe  upheld  b;  £al«. 
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Belial,  in  act  more  gmoeful  and  huntans ; 
A  fairer  person  lost  not  Heaven ;  he  seemed 
For  diEnity  composed  and  high  exploit: 
But  all  was  false  and  hollow ;  though  his  tongue 
Dropped  manna,'  and  could  make  the  worse  appear* 
He  better  reason,  to  perplex  and  dash 
Maturest  counsels,  for  hia  (hoiMhta  were  low; 
To  vice  industrious,  hut  to  nobler  deeds 
Timorous  and  slothful ;  jet  he  pleased  the  ear. 
And  with  permiafdre  accent  thus  began. 

"  I  should  be  much  for  open  war,  O  peers, 
As  not  behind  in  hate ;  if  what  was  ui^ed 
Main  reason  to  persuade  immediate  war, 
Did  not  dissuade  me  most,  and  seem  to  cast 
Ominous  conjecture  on  the  whole  success  ; 
When  he  who  most  eicels  in  fact  of  arms,* 
In  what  he  counsels  and  in  what  excels 
Uistnistful,  grounds  his  courage  on  despair 
And  utter  dissolution,  as  the  scope 
Of  all  his  aim,  after  some  dire  revenge. 
First,  what  revenge  ?    The  towers  of  Heaven  are  filled 
With  armed  watch,  that  render  all  access 
Impregnable;  oft  on.  the  bordering  deep 
Encamp  their  legions,  or  with  obscui'e  wing 
Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  night. 
Scorning  surprise.     Or  could  we  break  our  waj 
Bj;  force,  and  at  our  heels  all  Hell  should  rise 

ith  blaekest  insurrection,  to  confound 


Wit 


Sit  unpolluted,  and  the  ethereal  mould 

Incapable  of  stain  would  soon  eipel 

Her  mischief,  and  purge  off  the  baser  6re 

Victorious.     Thus  repulsed,  our  Aaal  hope 

Is  flat  despair;  we  must  exasperate 

The  Almigh^  Victor  to  spend  all  his  rage, 

And  that  must  end  us;  that  must  be  our  cure, 

>  So,  ShB^speare.  Herchuit  o!  Venice,  >ct  T. 

"  Fair  ladie,  yon  drop  mcnnB  in  tbs  imj 
Of  Blurred  people." 
'  This  was  the  well  Imoim  ptofeauon  of  Ihe  Sophists,  riv  Uyov 
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To  be  no  more — sad  eoi-e !  lor  who  would  lose. 
Though  full  of  pain,  this  intellectual  being, 
Those  thoughts  that  wajider  thiaugh  eternity, 
To  perish  rather,  swallowed  up  and  lost 
In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night. 
Devoid  of  sense  and  motion  ?    And  who  knows. 
Let  this  be  good,  whether  our  angry  foe 
Can  give  it,  or  will  ever?  how  he  can. 
Is  donbtful ;  that  he  never  will,  is  sure. 
Will  he,  so  wise,  let  loose  at  once  his  ire. 
Belike  through  impotence,'  or  unaware, 
To  give  his  enemies  their  wish,  and  end 
Them  in  his  ajtger,  whom  his  anger  saves 
To  punish  endless?    Wherefore  cease  we  then? 
Say  they  who  counsel  war,  we  are  decreed, 
Eeaerved,  and  destined  to  eternal  woe ; 
Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  suffer  more, 
What  can  we  sirffer  worse  ?    Is  this  then  worst. 
Thus  fitting,  thus  consulting,  thus  in  arms? 
What  when  we  fled  amain,  pursued  and  struck 
With  Heaven's  afHioting  thunder,  and  besoi^ht 
The  deep  to  shelter  us?  this  Hell  then  seemed 
A  refuge  from  those  wounds ;  or  when  we  lay 
Chained  on  the  burning  lake?  that  sure  was  worsen 
What  if  the  breath '  that  kindled  those  grim  fires, 
Aw^ed  should  blow  them  into  sevenfold  rage. 
And  plunge  us  in  the  flames?  or  from  above 
Should  intermitted  vengeance  arm  again 
His  red  right  hand  '  to  plague  us?  what  if  all 
Her  stores  were  opened,  and  this  firmament 
Of  Hell  should  spout  her  cataracts  of  fire. 
Impendent  horrors,  threatening  hideous  fall 
One  day  upon  our  heads ;  while  we,  perhaps, 
Designing  or  eihorting  glorious  war. 
Caught  in  a  fiery  tempest  sball  be  hurled 
Each  on  his  rock  transfixed,  the  sport  and  prey 
Of  racking  whirlwinds,  or  for  ever  sunk 
Under  yon  boiling  ocean,  wrapt  in  chains ; 
There  to  converse  with  everlasting  groans, 
Unrespited,  unpitied,  unreprieved, 

I  i.  ..  weskneis  of  mind,  want  of  aelf-reatrBint. 

»Cr.  I».iii.ai. 

I"£trii6(nli  daitra  aacraa  jaculatns  nrcea." — Hor.  OJ.LSL 
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iiopelei 

arerore,    , 
My  voice  dissuades;  for  what  can  force  or  guila 
With  him,  or  who  deceiTe  his  mind,  whose  eje 
Views  all  tliiiiga  at  one  view?  be  from  Heaven's  height 
All  these  om' motions  vain  sees  and  derides;' 
Not  more  almighty  to  resist  our  might 
Than  wise  to  frustrate  aD  our  plots  and  wiles. 
Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heaven 
Thus  trampled,  thus  expelled  to  sufier  here 
Chains  and  these  torments  ?     Setter  these  than  worsa 
B7  my  advice ;  since  fate  inevitable 
Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  decree. 
The  victor's  will.    To  suffer,  as  to  do. 
Our  strength  is  equal,'  nor  the  law  unjust 
That  so  ordains;  this  was  at  first  resolved 
If  we  were  wise,  against  bo  great  a  foe 
Contending,  and  so  douhtful  what  might  faU. 
I  laugh,  when  those  who  at  the  spear  are  bold 
And  Tentuious,  if  that  fail  them,  shrink  and  fear 
What  yet  they  know  must  follow,  to  endure 
Esile,  or  ignominy,  or  bonds,  or  pain, 
Tha  sentence  of  their  conqueror;  this  is  now 
Our  doom ;  which  if  we  can  sustain  and  bear. 
Our  supreme  foe  in  time  may  much  remit 
His  anger,  and  perhaps  thtis  far  removed 
Not  mind  us  not  ofi'ending,  satisfied 
With  what  is  punished ;  whence  these  raging  fires 
WiU  slacken,  if  his  breath  stir  not  their  flames. 
Our  purer  essence  then  will  overcome 
Their  noxious  vapour,  or  inured  not  feeJ, 
Or  changed  at  length  and  to  the  place  conformed 
In  temper  and  in  nature,  will  receive 
Familiar  the  £erce  heat,  and  void  of  pain ; 
This  horror  wiU  grow  nuld.  this  darkness  light. 
Besides  what  hope  the  never-ending  flight 
Of  future  days  may  biing,  what  chance,  what  change 
Worth  waiting,  since  our  present  lot  appears 
For  happy  though  hut  ill,  for  iJl  not  worst, 
If  we  procure  not  to  ourselves  more  woe." 

'  See  FaBlm  ii.  i. 

1  Et  fejiera,  et  pati.  So  Unaioe  Scesrols  boasted  that  he  wu  > 
Boman,  and  knaw  a*  well  how  to  anffcr  as  to  sot.  E(  &cere  et  pad 
forUa  Konnumm  vac    Liv.  ii.  IL— JVitulon. 
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Thus  Belial,  with  words  clothed  in  reaBon's  garh, 
Counselled  ^oUe  earn,  tnd  peaMful  doth, 
Not  peace :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  epake, 

"Either  to  disenthrone  the  King  of  Heaven 
We  war,  if  war  be  best,  or  to  reeain 
Out  own  right  lost :  him  to  un^rone  we  then 
Ma;  hope,  when  ereilaBdng  Fate  ehall  jield 
To  fickle  Chance,  and  Chaos  judge  the  strife:' 
The  former  ■  vain  to  hope  arguea  as  Tain 
The  latter;*  for  what  place  cmi  be  for  us 
Within  Heaven's  bound,  nnless  Heaven's  Lord  eu|>rema 
We  overpower?    Suppose  he  should  relent. 
And  pubUsh  graoe  to  all  on  promise  made 
Of  new  eubjection ;  with  what  eyes  could  WB 
Stand  in  his  presence  humble,  and  receive 
Strict  laws  imposed,  to  celebrate  his  thr<me 
With  warbled  11  ynms,  and  to  his  Godhead  wng 
Forced  hallelujahB;  while  he  lordly  sita 
Our  envied  sovereign,  and  his  altar  breathes 
Ambrosial  odonrs  and  ambrosial  flowers, 
Onr  servile  offerings  ?     This  must  be  our  tadc 
In  Heaven,  this  oni  delight;  how  wearisome 
Eternity  so  spent  in  worship  paid 
To  whom  we  hate !    Let  us  not  then  pursue 
By  force  impossible,  by  leave  obtained 
Unacceptable,  ^ough  m  Heaven,  our  state 
Of  splendid  vassalage;  but  rather  seek 
Our  own  good  &om  ourselves,  and  from  our  own 
Live  to  ourselveB,  though  in  this  vast  recess. 
Free,  and  to  none  accountable,  preferrii^ 
Hard  liberty  before  the  easy  yoke 
Of  servile  pomp.     Our  greatness  will  appear 
Then  most  conspicuous,  when  great  thingH  of  small. 
Useful  of  hurtfiJ,  prosperous  of  adverse 
We  can  create,  and  in  what  place  soe'er 
Thrive  under  evil,  and  work  ease  out  of  pain 
Through  labour  and  endurance.     This  deep  world 
Of  darkness  do  we  dread  ?    How  oft  amidst 
Thick  clouds  and  dark  doth  Heaven's  all-ruling  Sire 
Choose  to  reside,*  his  glory  unobsouted, 

>  j.  a.  tlte  Btrita  between  God  ud  oonelvet. 

>  1. 1.  to  nnthrone  the  King  of  EeBreu. 
*i.t,ta  regHin  ooi  lost  rights. 
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And  with  the  m(ijes^  of  darkness  round 

Covers  his  throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar 

Mustering  their  rage,  and  Heaven  resemhlea  Hell? 

As  he  our  darkness,  cannot  we  his  light 

Imitate  when  we  please  ?    This  desert  eoil 

Wants  not  her  hidden  lustre,  gems  and  gold ; 

Nor  want  we  akill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raise 

Ma^^nificence;  and  what  can  Heaven  show  more  ? 

Our  torments  also  ma;  in  length  of  time 

Become  our  elemenls,  these  piercing  fires 

As  soft  as  now  severe,  our  temper  changed 

Into  their  temper;  which  must  needs  remOTfl 

The  sensible '  of  pain.     All  things  invite 

To  peaceful  counsels,  and  the  settled  state 

Of  order,  how  in  safety  best  we  may 

Compose  our  present  evils,  with  regard 

Of  what  we  are  and  where.*  dismissing  quite 

All  thoughts  of  war.    Ye  have  what  I  advise." 

He  scarce  had  finished,  when  such  murmur  filled 
The  assembly,  as  when  hollow  rocks  retain 
The  sound  of  blustering  winds,  which  all  n^ht  Ion  j 
Had  roused  the  sea,  now  with  hoarse  cadence  lull 
Seafaring  men  o'erwatched,  whose  hark  by  chance 
Or  pinnace  anchors  in  a  craggy  hay 
After  the  tempest:  such  applause  was  heard 
As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  sentence  pleased. 
Advising  peace ;  for  such  another  field 
They  dreaded  worse  than  Hell,  so  much  the  ifear 
Of  uiimder  and  the  sword  of  Michael 
Wrought  still  within  them ;  and  no  less  desii« 
To  found  this  nether  empire,  which  might  rise 
By  policy,  and  long  process  of  time, 
In  emulation  opposite  to  Heaven. 
Which  when  Beelzebub  perceived,  than  whom, 
Satan  except,  none  higher  sat.  with  grave 
Aspect  he  rose,  and  in  his  rising  seemed 
A  pillar  of  state ; '  deep  on  his  front  engraven. 
Deliberation  sat  and  puhlio  core ; 


»  Ciimpare  Virgil,  ^n.  i.  98 
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And  princely  counsel  in  hi3  face  yet  shone, 

UajeEtic  though  in  ruin ;  sage  he  stood 

With  Atlantean '  shoulders  Bt  to  hear 

The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies;  his  look 

Drew  audience  and  attentiou  still  as  night 

Or  summer's  noontide '  air,  while  thus  he  spake ; 

"  Thrones  and  imperial  powers,  offspring  of  Heaven, 
Ethereal  virtues !  or  these  titles  now 
Must  we  renounce,  and,  changing  style,  he  called 
Princes  of  Jlell  ?  for  so  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  continue,  and  hirild  up  here 
A  growing  empire  ;  douhfless;  while  we  dream, 
And  know  not  that  the  King  of  Heaven  hath  doomed 

Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 

From  Heaven's  high  jurisdiction,  in  new  league 

Banded  against  his  thione,  hut  to  remain 

In  Btricteet  bondage,  though  thus  for  removed. 

Under  the  inevitable  curb,  reserved 

His  captive  multitude ;  for  he,  be  sure. 

In  height  o:  depth,  still  first  and  last  will  reign 

Sole  king,  and  of  l^s  kingdom  lose  no  part 

By  our  revolt,  but  over  Hell  extend 

His  empire,  and  with  iron  sceptre  *  rule 

TTs  beie,  as  with  his  golden  those  in  Heaven. 

What  sit  we  then  projecting  peace  and  war? 

War  hath  determined  us,  and  foiled  with  loss 

Irreporahle ;  terms  of  peace  yet  none 

Vouchsafed  or  sought;  for  what  peace  wiU  be  given 

To  us  enslaved,  hut'  custody  severe. 

And  stripes,  and  arbitrary  punishment 

Inflicted?  and  what  peace  can  we  return. 

But  to  our  power  hostility  and  hate. 

Untamed  reluctance,  and  revenge  though  slow. 

Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  Conqueror  least 
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the  fable  of  Atlas  beBring  HesTen  on  hia  Bboollen. 


Uiere  is  hirdl^  >  brentb  ot  wind  Btining,  and  maa  and  beuta,  by 
torn  of  tulj  pBrticolarlj,  where  our   aathor  lived  some  time. — 


:sdi.,Google 


UILTOSa  POKtIOAL  WOBKS. 


Nor  willoccasion  waut,  nor  shall  we  need 

With  dangeroofi  expedition  to  iuYsde 

Heaveii,  whose  high  witlls  fear  no  kssault  or  aiegg, 

Or  amhuBh  from  Uie  deep.     What  if  we  find 

Some  easier  enterprise?    There  is  a  place 

(If  anoiertt  end  prophetic  fame  in  Heavea 

Err  not),  another  world,  the  happy  seat 

Of  some  new  race  called  Man,  about  this  time 

To  be  created  like  to  us,  though  less 

In  power  and  excellence,  but  favoured  mote 

Of  him  who  rules  above ;  so  was  his  will 

Pronounced  among  the  gods,  and  bv  an  oath. 

That  Bhook  Heaven's  whole  circumterence,'  couflrmed. 

Thither  let  us  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  learn 

What  creatures  there  inhabit,  of  what  mould 

Or  Hubstanca,  how  endued,  and  what  their  power. 

And  where  their  wealcness,  bow  attempted  best, 

By  force  or  subtlety.     Though  Heaven  he  shut, 

And  Heaven's  high  arbitrator  ait  secure 

In  his  own  strength,  this  place  may  lie  exposed. 

The  utmost  border  of  his  Kingdom,  left 

To  their  defence  who  hold  it:  here,  perhaps. 

Some  advantageous  act  may  be  achieved 

By  sudden  onset,  either  wiUi  Hell-fire 

To  waste  his  whole  creation,  or  possess 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driven. 

The  puny  habitants;  or  if  not  drive. 

Seduce  uem  to  our  parlj,  that  their  Ood 

'  From  Homer,  IL  1 : — 

"  He  spoko,  uid  airful  banas  his  SBlIe  Titrm ; 
Shakes  hia  unbrosl&l  coils,  uid  gives  Ihe  nod. 
The  eUmp  otttLle,  sad  ssiiction  at  the  god; 
Elgli  Heaven  with  tremblinf;  the  dread  Bigntil  took 
And  all  Oljmpus  M  the  oeatre  ahook."— Popa. 
Compus  Tiigil,  Mn.  ii. : — 

"  To  Beal  hi>  sacred  tow,  hy  8tyi  he  swore, 
The  lake  with  liquid  pitch,  the  drearj  abore^ 
And  Fblegelhon's  innavigable  flood, 
Aod  the  black  regions  of  hie  brother  god: 
He  laidj  eud  ihook  the  skiea  with  his  imperial  nod." 


Nay  prove  their  foe,  and  with  rapentin^  hand 
Abohah  his  own  works.    This  would  auipoBs 
CammoD  revenge,  and  interrupt  his  joy  • 
In  our  confusion,  and  our  joy  upraise 
In  hie  distarbance ;  when  hia  dsrUng  sons, 
Horled  headlong  to  partake  with  us,  shall  cnrae 
Their  frail  original,  and  faded  blias, 
Faded  so  soon.     Advise  if  this  be  worth 
Atlemf  ling,  or  to  sit  in  darkness  here 
Hatching  vain  empiree."    Thus  Beelzebub 
Pleaded  his  devili^  counsel,  first  devised 
By  Satan,  and  in  part  proposed ;  for  whence, 
But  from  the  author  of  all  ill,  could  spring 
So  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race 
Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  earth  with  Hell 
To  mingle  and  involve,  done  all  to  spite 
The  great  Creator  7    But  their  spite  still  serves 
His  glory  to  augment    The  bold  design 
Pleased  highlv  those  infernal  states,  and  joy 

a~   arkled  in  all  their  eyes ;  with  full  assent 
eyvote :  whereat  his  speech  he  thus  renews. 
"  Well  have  ye  judged,  well  ended  long  debale. 
Synod  of  gods,  and  like  to  what  je  are, 
Great  thit^  resolved,  which  from  the  lowest  deep 
Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  spite  of  fate, 
Nearer  our  ancient  seat ;  perhaps  in  view 
Of  those  bright  confines,  whence  with  ne^hbouring  arms 
And  opportune  excursions  we  may  chance 
Be^nter  Heaven ;  or  else  in  some  mild  zone 
Dwell,  not  unvisited  of  Heaven's  fair  light, 
Secnre,  and  at  the  brighteuisg  orient  beam 
Purge  off  this  gloom ;  the  soft  delicious  air. 
To  heal  the  scar  of  these  corrosive  fires. 
Shall  breathe  her  balm.    But  first,  whom  Bhall  we  send 
In  search  of  this  new  world ;  whom  shall  we  Und 
Sufficient?  who  shall  tempt  with  wandering  feet 
Hie  dark,  unbottomcd,  inliaite  abyss. 
And  through  the  palpable  obscure  find  out 
His  uncouth  way,  or  spread  his  airy  fiight. 
Upborne  with  inde&tigable  wings, 

'  Relative  to  the  age  of  tenui,  denotio;;  hnmBn  afftetioni,  u  ap- 
plied to  Ooi,  (sompBre  Tomlina  on  the  Aiticles,  v.  ii.  p.  05,  *iul  m; 
•ditloii  of  Calmet.  art.  Anajta. 
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Over  the  vast  abrupt,  ere  he  arriTe' 

The  happy  isle  ?     What  strength,  what  art  can  then 

SufBce,  or  what  evasion  bear  him  safe 

Through  the  Etrict  sentries  and  Elatioca  thick 

Of  angels  watching  round  ?    Here  he  had  need 

Choice  in  our  suffrage ;  for  on  ■whom  we  send. 
The  weight  of  all  and  our  last  ho|ie  relies." 

This  said,  he  sat;  and  expectation  held 
His  look  suspenae,  awaiting  who  appeared 
To  second  or  oppose,  or  undertake 
The  perilous  attempt :  but  all  sat  mute, 
Pondering  the  danger  with  deep  thaughts ;  and  each 
In  others'  countenance  read  his  own  dismay 
Astonished :  none  among  the  choice  and  prime 
Of  those  Heaven-warring  champions  could  he  found 
So  hardy  as  to  proffer  or  accept 
Alone  the  dreadful  voyage ;  tall  at  last 
Satan,  whom  now  transcendent  glory  raised 
Above  his  fellows,  with  monarchal  pride 
"       '       of  highest  worth,  unmoved  thus  spake. 


Seized  us,  though  tmdismayed :  long  is  the  way 
And  hard,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  light ;  * 
Out  prison  stroi^;  this  huge  convex'  of  fire, 
Outrageous  to  devonr,  immures  us  round 
Ninefold,  and  gates  of  burning  adamant 
Barred  over  us  prohibit  all  egress. 
These  passed,  if  any  pass,  the  void  profound 
Of  unessential  night  receives  him  next 
Wide  gaping,  and  with  utter  loss  of  beii^ 
Thieatena  mm  plunged  in  that  abortive  gul£ 

'  Wb  slioiild 

*  Hb  had  Virgil  in  mini,  Mo.  vi  :— 

"  But  U  rttum  and  new  the  checifnl  akiBS, 
In  this  tha  Usk  end  mightj  iBbour  Ees," — Drydtn. 
Hj  limits  compel  ma  to  abstaiu  bom  pointing  out  many  other  coin- 

*  i.  ftvanlt.  Consa  is  properly  ased  ot  tha  Bitarior  aurfcco  of  a 
globe,  and  bdhmh*  of  the  hollow  interior ;  hut  the  distinction  ia  not 
always  obSBned.    Ct  oe.  633,  "  the  fierj  concova." 
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If  thence  he  'scape  into  whatever  world, 

Or  unknown  region,  what  remains  him  less 

Than  nnknown  dangers,  and  as  hard  escape? 

But  I  should  ill  become  this  throne,  0  peers, 

And  this  imperial  Bovereignty,  adorned 

With  splendour,  armed  with  power,  if  aught  proposed 

And  judged  of  public  moment,  in  the  shape 

Of  difficulty  or  danger  could  deter 

Me  &om  attempting.     Wherefore  do  I  assume' 

These  royaltiea,  and  not  refuse  to  reign, 

Be^ising  to  accept  as  great  a  share 

Of  hazard  as  of  honour,  due  alike 

To  him  who  reigns,  and  so  much  to  him  due 

Of  hazard  more,  as  he  above  the  rest 

High  honoured  sits  ?     Go,  therefore,  mighty  powers. 

Terror  of  Heaven,  though  fallen ;  intend  at  home. 

While  here  shall  be  our  home,  what  best  may  ease 

The  present  miserv.  and  render  Hell 

More  tolerable ;  ii^lbere  be  cure  or  charm 

To  respite,  or  deceive,  or  Black  the  pain 

Of  thia  iU  mansion  :  intermit  no  watch 

Against  a  wakeful  foe,  while  I  abroad 

Throagh  all  the  coasts  of  dark  destruction  seek 

Dehveranee  for  us  all :  this  enterprise 

None  ahall  partake  with  me."     Thus  saying  rose 

The  monardi,  and  prevented  all  re^ly. 

Prudent,  lest  from  his  resolution  raised 

Others  among  the  chief  might  offer  now 

(Certain  to  be  refused)  what  erst  they  feared ; 

And  so  refused  might  in  opinion  stand 

His  rivals,  winning  cheap  the  high  repute 

I  Uillon  eridentlj  imitates  tlie  ma^ificent  speeoli  of  SBipednc.  in 

"  Why  iotai  ire.  Glancns,  our  extended  reign. 

Where  Xaothns'  atreBme  enrich  the  Ljcian  plBin, 
Our  nameroas  herds  that  range  the  rroilfDl  field, 
And  hUIa  irhere  vines  their  paj^ile  harveEt  yield. 
Oar  foaming  bovlE  with  porer  nectar  croitned, 
Onrfcmta  enhaneed  irith  masic's  aprightly  sonndT 
Why  on  those  shorea  are  ne  nith  joy  Borreyed, 
Admired  aa  lieroes,  and  ba  gDda  oheyed  ? 

And  vindibAtA  the  bonnteona  powers  above. 
'Tia  oora,  the  dignity  they  give,  lo  grace ; 
The  first  in  Tslour,  as  the  finC  in  plage,"  &0.— PopK 
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Forbiddii^;  and  at  ODce  with  him  they  rose ; 

Their  lisiiig  all  at  once  waa  &§  the  sound 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.    Towarda  him  tbey  bend 

With,  awful  rererence  prone,  and  aa  a  god 

Eitol  TiiTTi  equal  to  the  Hic'heBt  in  Heaven: 

Not  failed  thej  to  express  how  much  thej  praised. 

That  for  the  general  safety  he  despised 

His  own ;  for  neither  do  the  spirits  damned 

LoaB  all  tiieir  virtue ;  lest  bad '  men  should  hoaat 

Their  specious  deeds  on  earth,  which  gloir  excites, 

Or  close  ambition  varnished  o'er  with  zeal. 

Thus  they  their  doubtful  conaultations  dork 

Ended  rejoicii^  in  their  matchless  chief : 

As  when  from  mountain  tops  the  dusky  clouds  * 

Ascending-,  while  the  north  wind  sleeps,  o'erepread 

Heaven's  cheerful  face,  the  lowerii^  element 

Scowls  o'er  the  darkened  landskip  snow  or  shower  i 

If  chance  the  radiant  sun  with  farewell  sweet 

Extend  his  evening  beam,  the  fields  revive. 

The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 

Attest  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  rings. 

0  shame  to  men  !  devil  with  devil  damned 

Firm  concord  holda,  men  only  disagree 

Of  creatures  rational,  though  uader  hope 

Of  heavenly  grace ;  and,  G-od  proclaiming  peace. 

Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmi^,  and  strife 

Among  themselves,  and  levy  cruel  wars, 

Wasting  the  earth,  each  other  to  destroy : 

'  "ThUremsrk  (ofthe  deyils  not  loaing«ll  their  virtne)  I  mike, 
lenbtul  men  should  boasL"  Snch  is  ths  full  bsius,  according  to 
FeBrce,v)ioabBerveB,"Millon  here  sBBmB  to  have  hid  in  view  Ephes. 
il.  8  sq. :  "  B j  mce  are  «  saved,  through  faith ;  not  of  worts,  lest 
Auj  man  shonld  boaat.''  In  which  Su  Faiil  pat  them  in  mind  of 
that,  and  made  tbat  tBDurk  to  prsveat  thsu  boasting. 
'  Compare  II.  iri. : — 

"  3o  whan  thick  clondi  enwrap  the  momitain'i  head. 
O'er  Heaven's  eipanse  like  one  black  ceiling  ipreadt 
Sudden  the  Thanderer,  vitb  a  flashing  ray, 
BnnU  throngh  Che  darkness,  and  lets  down  tbs  da;; 
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As  if  (wbieh  might  iudoce  ns  to  accord) 
Uan  had  not  helliah  foes  enow  besides, 
IbBit  day  aai  night  for  his  destruction  wait 

The  Stygian  council  thus  dissolved ;  and  forth 
In  order  come  the  grand  infernal  peers : 
Uidet  came  their  mighty  panuuount,  and  seemed 
^ooe  the  antagonist  of  Heaven,  nor  less 
Than  Hell's  dread  emperor  with  pomp  supreme, 
And  godlike  imitated  state ;  him  round 
A  globe'  of  fiery  seraphim  enclosed 
With  bright  emblazonry  and  horrent'  arms 
Then  of  fiieir  session  ended  they  bid  cry 
With  trumpets  regal  sound  the  great  result: 
Towards  the  four  winds,  four  f^edy  cherubim 
Put  to  their  mouths  the  sounding  alchemy' 
By  heralds'  voice  explained;  the  hollow  abyss 
Heard  far  and  wide,  and  all  the  host  of  Hell 
With  deafening  shout  returned  them  loud  acclaim. 
Thence  more  at  ease  their  minds,  and  somewhat  raised 
By  false  presumptuous  hope,  the  ranged  powers 
Disband,  and  wandering,  etich  his  several  way 
Pursues,  as  inclination  or  sad  choice 
Leads  him  perpleied,  where  he  may  likeliest  find 
Truce  to  his  restless  thonghts,  and  entertain 
The  irksome  hours,  till  his  great  chief  retuiiL 
Part  on  the  plani,  or  in  the  air  sublime. 
Upon  the  wiDg,  or  in  swift  race  contend. 
As  at  the  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields; 
Part  curb  their  fiery  steeds,  or  diun  the  goal 
With  rapid  wheels,  or  fronted  brigades  form. 
As  when  to  warn  proud  cities,  war  appears 
Waged  in  the  troubled  sky,  and  armies  rush 
To  battle  in  the  clouds,*  before  each  van 

I  1.  <.  a  thick  bsttalian  or  troop  CDcircUDg  him. 
'  4.  IL  brutliDg,  tenibls. 

■  This  denote*  an;  compoiind  metal,  not  being  nsed  in  the  taim^ 
tioD  of  mnsicBl  in  ' 


3DB  have    been   freqnentiT    roported ;    tii 
"  Etnuige    and  Wondeifnl  Neva  from   C 


nine  o'clock  ac  nooa,  and  con^ued  till  eleyax 
tppe^mteei  of  nveral  flaming  ewords,  atrange  motioi 
orbs ;  wilh  the  nnusiuil  aparkling  i>f  lie  BlaiB,  -wi 
contioiulioiia,"  Sec  Sic — Sex  ScoU'g  Anti^nary,  chap 


Chippisg 
-a  which 


iO  HIITOH's  POEtlOAL  WOKKB  ■.II.UI-U7 

Friclc  forth  tba  air;  knights,  and  couch  their  spears' 

Till  thickest  legions  close ;  with  feat«  of  ann^ 

From  either  end  of  Heaven  the  weUdn  burns. 

Others  with  vast  I^hcean  rage,  more  fell, 

"Reni  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  tide  the  air 

In  whirlwind ;  Hell  scarce  holds  the  wild  uproar. 

As  when  Aloides,'  from  Oechalia  crowned 

With  conquest,  felt  the  envenomed  rohe,  and  ton 

Througli  pain  up  by  the  roots  Tliessalian  pines. 

And  Ijcbas  from  the  top  of  Oeta  threw 

Into  th'  Euboic  sea.     Others  more  mild. 

Retreated  in  a  silent  valley,  sing 

With  notes  angelical  to  manv  a  harp 

Their  own  heroic  deads  and  hapless  fall 

Bj  doom  of  battle ;  and  complain  that  fate 

Ft«e  virtue  should  enthral  to  force  or  chance. 

Their  song  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 

(What  could  it  less  when  spirits  immortal  sii^?) 

Suspended  Hell,  and  took  with  ravishment 

The  thronging  audience.     In  discourse  more  sweet 

(For  eloquence  the  soul,  song  charms  the  sense). 

Others  apart  sat  on  a  hill  retired. 

In  thoughts  more  elevate,  and  reasoned  high 

Of  proTidence,  foreknowledge,  wHl,  and  fate, 

Fiied  fate,  free  wfil,  foreknowledge  absolute, 

And  found  no  end,  in  wandering  mazes  lost 

Of  good  and  evil  much  tiey  ai^ed  then. 

Of  happiness  and  tlnal  misery. 

Passion  and  apathy,  and  glory  and  shame. 

Tain  wisdom  all,  sjid  false  philosophy : 

Yet  with  a  pleasing  sorcery  could  charm 

Pain  for  a  while,  or  anguish,  and  exciia 

I  t. «.  fix  them  in  their  resta.  The  ral  waa  made  Id  the  hreast  of 
the  armour,  and  derived  its  name  from  airaler,  to  slop.— Rr'ciai  Ann, 

1  Ab  when  Hercules,  named  Alcides  from  his  grandfttther  AIckds, 
"from  Oechalia  crowned  with  conqaeat,"  after  hia  rHtam  from  the 
Gonqnest  of  Oechalia,  a  city  of  Bieolia,  having  brought  nlth  him  from 
thence  lole,  the  king's  daughter,  ■'  fell  the  envenomed  rohe,"  which 
vai  sent  him  by  Deianira  in  jealonsj  of  his  new  mislresa,  aad  atnok 
so  dose  to  his  skin  that  "he  could  not  pull  off  the  one  without  pa  lling 
off  the  other,  "  and  lore  Ihiongb  pain  up  b;  Ihe  roots  ThesealiBii 
pinea,  and  Lichas "  who  had  brought  him  the  poisoned  robe,  "  from 
the  top  of  Oeta,"  amouat^n  in  the  borders  of  Thasuly,  "threw  into 
the  Euboic  sea,"  tlie  sea  near  £nbo3a,  an  island  in  the  Aichlpelago. — 


Fallacious  hope,  or  ami  the  obdured'  hrenxt 

With  stubborn  patienea  as  with  triple  steel. 

Another  part,  in  sqtiadrons  and  gross  bauds, 

On  bold  adventure  to  discover  wide 

That  dismal  world,  if  an;  clime  perhaps 

Might  yield  them  easier  habitation,  bend 

Four  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  banka 

Of  four  infernal  nvers,  that  djsgoi^ 

Into  the  burmng  lake  their  baleful  streams ; 

Abhorred  Stys,'  the  flood  of  deadly  bate ; 

Sad  Acheron  of  sorrow,  block  and  deep ; 

Cocytus,  named  of  lamentation  loud 

Heard  on  the  rueful  stream ;  fierce  Phlegethou, 

Whose  waves  of  torrent  fire  inflame  with  rage. 

Far  off  from  these  a  slow  and  silent  stream, 

Lethe,  the  river  of  oblivion,  rolls 

Her  watery  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drinkf^ 

Forthwith  his  former  state  and  being  forgets. 

Foists  both  joy  and  grief,  pleasure  and  pain. 

Beyond  this  flood  a  flrozen  continent 

Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  peirietua]  storms 

Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail,  which  on  firm  land 

Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  seems 


>  The  Grfcke  Techon  np  &ye  riTers  Id  Hell,  snd  call  tli«m  after 
the  names  of  the  Doiioua  eptings  and  rivers  in  their  own  Muntry. 
Our  poet  follows  tLeir  eumple  hoih  &a  to  the  natnbet  tmd  the  nomeB 
of  these  infernal  riiera,  and  aiceUunlly  describes  their  nature  and 
pniperUeg  Kith  the  explaniilion  of  their  nsmee.  "Stji."  bo  aamed 
of  a  Greek  word  BTvycui  that  signifies  to  h&ta  and  abhor,  and  I^ere- 
fore  ealled  here  "abhorred  Stji,  the  flood  of  deadly  hat« ; "  and  by 
Tiigil,  "  paloB  inamahilis,  ^n.  ii.  438.  "  Acheroo"  has  its  name  from 
d^oc  dalor,  and  piit&ao.  "flowing  with  grief;"  and  is  represented 
accordingljr  "sad  Acheron,"  the  river  "oi  sorrow,"  as  Styx  was  ot 
hat«,  "  black  and  deep,"  agreeable  to  Virgil's  character  of  it,  Mn.  vi. 
107:    "  TenebrosB  pains  Aohsronte  refaBO."    "Cocytas,  narood   of 

to  weep  and  lament :  as  "  Fhlegetbon "  is  &Dm  another  Oreek  word 
fXiyut,   signifying  to  bum;  and  therefore  rightly  despribei  here 

itiaby  Virgil,  .^n.Ti.  860,  We  know  not  what  to  eay  aelotlie  ailua. 
lion  of  these  rivers.  Homer,  the  moat  ancient  poet,  represents 
Cocytua  as  branching  ont  of  Stj^,  aad  both  Cocytas  and  Phlegeihon 
(or  Pyriphlegethon)  as  floning  into  Acheron,  Odjsa.  n.  fil3 ;  and  per- 
haps he  deseribes  their  sitnation  aa  It  really  was  in  Greece;  bul 
Virgil  and  the  other  po«ta  frequently  eonfound  them,  and  mentioa 


A  gulf  profound  «8  that  Bwbo 

Betwjst  Damiata  and  Hoimt  Canus  olcC 

Where  armiea  whole  have  sunk :  the  parching  air 

Buthh  frore,'  and  cold  perfMms  the  efiect  of  fiie. 

Thither  by  harpy-footed  fiiriea  haled,' 

At  certain  revolutioDS  all  the  damned 

Are  brought;  and  feel  by  turUB  the  bitter  change 

Of  fierce  extremes,  extremes  by  change  m<»B  fierce ; 

From  beds  of  ra^g  fire  to  Btarre  in  ice 

Their  soft  ethei^  warmth,  and  there  to  pine 

ImmoveabJe,  infixed,  and  frozen  round. 

Periods  of  time ;  thence  honied  back  to  fire, 

They  ferry  over  this  Lethean  sound 

Both  to  and  fro,  their  sorrow  to  augment, 

And  wish  and  struggle,  as  tbej  pass,  to  reach 

The  tempting  stream,  with  one  small  drop  to  losa 

In  sweet  forgetfiilnesa  all  pain  and  woe. 

All  in  one  moment,  and  so  near  the  brink ; 

But  fate  withstands,  and  to  oppose  the  attempt 

Medusa*  with  Goi^ouian  terror  guards 

their  names  and  places  witbont  eofflcient  difference  or  dietiactioii. 
Our  poet,  t)ierefore.  niiB  at  liberty  to  draw  (a«  I  ma;  saj)  a  new  map 
of  tbese  rivera;  and  he  Bupposes  "a  burning  Itie"  agreeably  to 
Scripture,  tbat  often  mentjons  "dia  lake  of  fire;"  and  he  mi&eB 
these  foor  rivera  to  flow  from  fbor  different  qaatten,  tmd  empty 
tbemselTes  into  tfaia  burning  lake,  which  gives  ub  a  much  greater  idea 
than  any  of  the  heathen  poeta.  fieeldee  these  there  ie  a  fifth  liver 
called  "Letbe,"  which  uajiie  in  Greek  signifies  "  foT^etfnlnesa,"  and 
lis  waters  are  said  to  have  occasioned  that  quality,  ^n,  yi.  7U,—t/ea>tm. 

'  8erbouiswaaatake200rarlongsinl«igthandl,OOOiiicaiDpaas,be- 
tween  the  ancient  mountain  Caaius,  and  Uamiata.  acity  of  Egypt  on  one 
of  the  more  eastern  mouths  of  rJie  Kile.  It-naa  eurrounded  on  all  aidea 
byhilla  of  loose  sand,  which,  carried  into  the  water  by  high  winds,  so 
thickened  the  lake  aa  not  to  he  distiogaiBhtd  from  part  of  the  couti- 
nent,  where  whole  armiea  hare  been  swallowed  np.— Jlfufia. 

"  Frostily.    Cf.  Ecclns.  iliii.  20,  aq, ;  Ps.  cui.  6. 

■  Dragged.  So  Spenser,  F.  (J.  r.  220 :  "  who  rudely  baled  her  torth 
without  remorse." 

*  Meduea  was  one  of  the  Gorgon  mouBtere  whose  locks  were  aer- 
pents  so  terrible  that  they  turned  the  beholders  into  slone.  Ulyaaee, 
in  Homer,  waa  desirous  of  seeing  mare  of  the  departed  beroeE,  but  1 
was  ali^aid,  says  he,  Odyss.  li, : — 

"  Lest  QorgoD  rising  tram  the  iofemal  Iikea, 
With  herrora  armed,  and  curia  of  hissing  anaket. 
Should  fii  me,  stiffened  at  the  monstroua  dght, 
A  stony  image  in  eternal  night" 


The  ford,  and  of  itself  the  water  fliei 

All  taste  of  living  wight,  aa  ouoe  it  fled 

The  lip  of  Tantalus.     Thus  roving  on 

la  confused  march  forlorn,  the  adTenturons  hands 

Witb  shuddering  horror  pale,  and  ejres  aghast, 

'^^ewed  first  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 

No  rest ;  through  i&any  a  dark  and  dreary  rale 

They  passed,  and  many  a  region  dolorous, 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  liery  Alp, 

Rocks,  caves,  lakes,  tens,  Voga,  dens,  and  ahadm  of  death , 

A  universe  of  death,  which  God  hy  curse 

Created  evil,  for  evil  only  good. 

Where  all  life  dies,  death  Uvea,  and  nature  hreedi^ 

Perverse,  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things, 

Abominable,  inutterable,  and  worae 

Than  fables  yet  have  feigned,  or  fear  conceived, 

QoivonB,  and  Hydraa,  and  Chimffiras  dii«.' 

Meanwhile  the  adversary  of  Ood  and  man, 
Satan,  with  thoughts  inflamed  of  hi^eat  deaini. 
Puts  on  swift  wiags,  and  toward  the  gates  of  Hell 
Explores  his  sohtary  flight:  aometimea 
He  scours  the  right  band  coast,  sometimes  the  le&; 
Now  shaTes  with  level  wing  the  deep,  then  soars 
Up  to  the  fieiy  concave  towering  high. 
As  when  far  off  at  sea  a  fleet  descried 
Hangs  in  the  clouds,  by  equinoctial  winds 
Close  sailing  irom  Bengala,  or  the  islea 
Of  Temate  and  Tidore,'  whence  merchants  bring 
Their  apicy  drugs :  they  on  the  trading  flood 
Through  the  wide  Ethiopian  to  the  Cape 
Ply  stemming  nightly  toward  the  pole.     So  seemed 
Far  ofl'  the  flying  fiend ;  at  last  appear 
Hell  bounda,  high  reaching  to  ihe  horrid  (oof. 
And  thrice  threefold  the  gates ;  three  folds  were  brass. 
Three  iron,  three  of  adamantine  rock, 

'  Cmopare  Tasoo,  iv.  6 ; — 

"  Thete  wore  Celraio's  foal  and  loathsome  rout, 

There  Sphingea,  Centanra,  there  were  GorgonifeU, 
There  bowling  Scjllaa,  yawling  round  about, 

There  BeipentB  liiea,  there  ■eren-monthed  H}(lr««  yell; 
ChiiDtera  there  Bpnei  fire  uid  brimstone  out," — i'aiVu. 

*  Two  ol  the  Molocoa  isluida  in  Ihe  Eut  liuliui  •«*. 
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Impenetrable,  impaled'  with  circliag  fire, 
Tet  unoonsumed.    Before  the  gates  there  sat 
On  either  side  a  formidable  ehape ; 
The  one  eeemed  woman'  to  the  waist,  and  fair. 
But  ended  foul  in  many  a  ecaly  fold 
Yoluminoua  and  vaat,  a  serpent  armed 
With  mortal  ating :  about  her  middle  round 
A  cry  of  hell-hounds  never  ceasing  barkedi 
With  wide  Cerherean  mouths  full  loud,  and  rung 
A  hideous  peal ;  yet,  when  the^  hst,  would  creep. 
If  aught  disturlxil  their  noise,  into  her  womb. 
And  kennel  there,  yet  there  still  barked  and  howled. 
Within  unseen.     Far  less  abhorred  than  these 
Vexed  Scjlla,  bathing  in  the  sea  that  parts 
Calabria  irora  the  hoaree  Trinacrian  diore  : 
Nor  ugUer  follow  the  night-hag,  when,  called 
In  secret,  riding  througE  the  air  she  comes. 
Lured  with  the  smell  of  infant  blood,  to  dance 
With  Lapland  witches'  while  the  labouring  moon 
Eclipses  at  their  charms.     The  other  shape,' 

1  Paled  in,  marded  with  paliDga.  Here  begini  the  famons  allegorr 
of  Millon. -nhich  is  a  sort  of  paniphrBse  on  (hstteit  of  the  Apostle  Ht. 
James,  i.  IS,  "  Then  when  luat  hath  conoeived  it  bringBth  forth  Sio, 
and  Sin  when  it  is  flnished  hriageth  forth  Death."  Tha  first  pan  of 
the  allegory  says  onlj,  that  Satan's  intended  yojage  was  dangerous  to 
his  being,  and  that  he  resoWed.  howeyer,  to  Tenture. — Richardinii. 

'  It   ie    not  improbable,   that  the  author  might  hate  in   mind, 
Speaser^s  deecriptiOQ  of  error  in  the  mixed  ahape  of  a  woman  and  a 
urpent.  Faerie  Qneen,  b.  1,  a.  1,  st.  14. 
"Half  like  a  serpent  horri 
But  the  other  half  did  wo 
And,  also,  the  image  of  Echidna,  b.  6,  e.  S,  at.  10. 
"  yet  did  her  face,  and  (hnner  parta,  profess 
A  fair  jonag  maiden,  fall  of  comely  glee ; 
But  all  her  hinder  psrts  did  plain  eipress 
A  monBtrona  dragon,  full  of  fearful  ugliness,"— JJnoton. 
"Theaa  superstitions,  it  is  almost  needless  to  ha  obserred,  were 

• 'ilton'B  time  than  in  our  own. 

□  of  Death,  our  author  has  pretty  evi- 
sr,  Faerie  Queen,  b.  7,  cant.  7.  at.  49:— 
e  Life,  and  lastly  Death, 
)eath  with  most  grim  and  grisly  risaga  seen  j 
'et  IB  ha  nought  but  parting  of  the  breath, 
4e  ought  to  Bee,  but  like  a  shade  Is  weeo. 
Inbodied,  uneoiUed,  anheard,  nnseeu." — Thgtr. 
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1HI.M7-707.  PiKADiaa    LOST, 

If  shape  it  might  be  called  that  shape  had  none 
Diitiuguishable  in  member,  ioict,  or  limb, 
Or  aubstenoe  might  be  culled  that  shadow  seemed, 
For  each  aeemed  either ;  black  it  atood  as  night, 
Kerce  as  ten  (urieB,  terrible  as  Hell, 
And  Bbook  a  dreadful  dart;  what  seemed  hia  head 
The  hkeness  of  a  kingly  crows  had  on. 
8aUn  wae  now  at  hand ;  and  &om  his  seat, 
The  monster  moving  onward  came  as  fast 
With  horrid  strides;  Hell  trembled  as  he  strode. 
The  ondaunted  fiend  what  this  m^ht  be  admind. 
Admired,  not  feared ;  God  and  hia  Son  except. 
Created  thing  nooght  valued  he  nor  ahutmed; 
And  with  disdainful  look  thus  first  began : 

"  Whence  and  what  art  thou,  execrable  shape. 
That  dareat,  though  grim  and  terrible,  advance 
Thj  miscreated '  front  athwart  my  way 
To  yonder  gates?    Through  them  I  mean  to  pass. 
That  be  aaaured,  without  leave  asked  of  thee : 
Retire,  or  taste  th;  folly,  and  learn  by  proof, 
Hell-bom,  not  to  contend  with  spirits  of  Ueaven.' 

To  whom  the  gobllQ  full  of  wrath  replied ; 
"Art  thou  that  traitor  angel,  art  Ihou  he. 
Who  first  broke  jieaoe  in  Heaven  and  faith,  till  thcD 
Unbroken,  and  m  proud  rebellious  arms 
Brew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heaven's  sons. 
Conjured*  against  the  Highest;  for  which  both  ihou 
And  they,  outcast  from  Ood,  are  here  condemned 
To  waste  eternal  days  in  woe  and  pain? 
And  reckon'st  thou  thyself  with  spirits  of  Heaven, 
Hell-doomed,  and  brealh'st  defiance  here  and  acom 
Where  I  reign  king,  and,  to  enrage  thee  more. 
Thy  king  ajid  lord  ?     Back  to  thy  punishment, 
False  fugitive,  and  to  thy  speed  add  wings. 
Lest  with  a  whip  of  scorpions  I  pursue 
Thy  lingering,  or  with  one  stroke  of  this  dart 
Strange  horror  seize  thee,  and  pangs  unfelt  before.' 

So  spake  the  grisly  terror,  and  in  shape. 
So  speaking  and  so  threatening,  grew  tenfold 
Hote  dreadful  and  deform :  on  the  other  aide, 
Incensed  with  indignation,  S^tan  stood 
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63  Milton's  pobtioal  wobks.         ■.ir.Tos— 

Duterrified,  &nd  like  a  oomet  burned. 
That  fires  Uie  length  of  Ophiuchus'  huge 
In  the  arctio  ekj,  and  from  his  horrid  hair 
Shakes  pestilence  and  war.     Each  at  the  head 
LereUea  his  deadly  aim ;  their  fatal  hands 
No  second  stroke  intend ;  and  such  a  frown 
Each  cast  at  the  other,  as  when  two  black  clouds, 
With  Heaven's  artilleiy  fraught,  come  rattling  on 
Orer  the  Caspian,'  then  stand  &ont  to  front, 
Hovering  a  space,  till  winds  the  signal  blow 

80  frowned  the  mighty  combatants,  that  Hell 
Grew  darker  at  their  aown,  so  matched  they  stood ; 
For  never  but  once  more  was  either  like 
To  meet  so  great  a  foe :  *  and  now  great  deeds 
Had  been  achieved,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung, 
Had  not  the  snaky  sorceress  that  sat 
Fast  by  HeU-gale,  and  kept  the  fatal  kev, 
Risen,  and  with  hideous  outcry  rushed  oetweeu. 

"  0  father,  what  intends  &y  hand,"  she  cried, 
"  Against  thy  onlv  son  ?    What  fuir,  O  son, 
FoesesBes  thee  to  oend  that  mortal  aart 
Agiunst  thy  fathei's  head?  and  knowest*  for  whom? 
For  him  who  sits  above  and  laughs  tbe  while 
At  thee,  ordained  his  drudge,  to  execute 
Whate'er  his  wrath,  which  he  calls  justice,  bids ; 
His  wrath,  which  one  day  will  destroy  je  both." 

She  spake,  and  at  her  words  the  heUish  pest 
Forbore;  then  these  to  her  Satan  returned : 

"  So  strange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  words  so  strange 
A, 

northern  hi        .         , 
and  «&r."    Poetrj'  delights  in  omens.  prodigicB,  and  sach  Tonderfol 
erents  bb  -were  gnpposed  to  follirw  nnon  the  appeiranos  of  oometa, 
eclipses,  and  the  like.    We  have  another  inMoaca  of  this  nature  in 
i,  09S;  and  Tasao  in  the  same  manner  compares  Argantas  to  a  comet, 
and  mentjoaa  the  like  fatal  effects,  oant.  V,  at.  AS  :— 
"  Aa  when  a  comet  tar  and  wide  descried. 
In  Bcom  ofPhcebns'midstbright  Heaven  doth  shine. 
And  tidings  sad  of  desth  and  mischief  brings 
To  mightj  lords,  to  mooaraha,  and  to  kinga." 

—Fairfax.    Ntmlai. 
'  A  aea  pBrtisalarlj  noted  for  stomu  sad  tampeits, 
>  Jesna  Christ. 
*  i.  I.  etea  Hhen  thoa  knowest. 
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Thoa  interposeat,  that  1117  Budden  hand 
Prevented  BpaireB  to  tell  Qiee  ;et  by  deedi 
What  it  intends ;  til!  first  I  mow  of  thee. 
What  thing  thou  art,  thus  double-fonned,  and  whj 
In  this  infernal  vale  first  met  thou  call'st 
Me  father,  and  that  phantasm  calleat  mj  son ; 
I  know  thee  not,  nor  ever  saw  till  now 
Sif^t  more  detestable  than  him  and  thee." 

To  whom  thua  the  portress  of  Hell-^te  replied; 
"  Hast  Uion  forgot  roe  then,  and  do  I  seem 
Now  in  tfaine  eye  bo  foul  ?  once  deemed  bo  fair 
In  Hearen,  when  at  the  assembly,  and  in  si^^t 
Of  all  the  eeraphim  with  thee  combined 
In  bold  conspiracy  against  Heaven's  King, 
All  on  a  sudden  miserable  pain* 
BnTpriaed  thee,  dim  thine  eves,  and  dizzy  swum 
In  darkness,  while  thy  heaa  flames  thick  and  fast 
Threw  forth,  till  on  the  left  side  opening  wide, 
Likest  to  thee  in  shape  and  countenance  bright, 
Then  shining  heavenly  fair,  a  goddess  armed 
Out  of  thy  head  I  sprang :  amazement  seized 
All  the  host  of  Heaven ;  back  thsy  recoiled  afraid 
At  first,  and  called  me  Sin,  and  for  a  sign 
Portentous  held  me ;  but,  familiar  groim, 
I  pleased,  and  with  attractive  graces  won 
The  most  averse,  thee  chiefly,  who  full  oft 
Thyself  in  mo  thy  perfect  ima^  viewing 
Becamest  enamoured,  and  such  ioy  thou  tootst 
With  me  in  secret,  that  my  womb  conceived 
A  growing  burden.     Meanwhile  war  arose. 
And  fields  were  fought  in  Heaven ;  wherein  remained 
(For  what  could  else  ?)  to  our  almighty  foe 
CQear  victory,  to  our  part  loss  and  rout 
Throt^  all  the  empyrean :  down  they  fell 
Driven  headlong  from  the  pitch  of  Heaven,  down 
Into  this  deep,  and  in  the  general  hl\ 
I  also ;  at  which  lime  this  powerful  key 
Into  my  hand  was  given,  with  charge  to  keep 
These  gates  for  ever  shui  which  none  can  pass 
Wi^out  my  opening.    Pensive  here  I  sat 

I  Thii  deuription  of  Sin  springing  from  tbe  bead  of  SMan  ii  ib^ 
imiuted  trom  the  eUsflicil  deacriptioiu  of  tha  birth  of  HinoTva  frou 
the  held  of  Jnpitcr. 
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Alone,  but  long  I  sat  not,  till  my  womb, 
Frernaot  by  thee,  and  now  excesehe  grown, 

Prodigione  motion  felt  and  metal  tiaoea. 
At  last  this  odious  offflprin^  whom  thon  xeet, 
Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  Tiolent  way, 
Tore  through  mj  entraiJB.  that  with  fear  and  pain 
Dietoited,  all  my  nether  shape  thus  grew 
Transformed :  bnt  he  my  inbred  ( Tieray 
Forth  issued,  brandishing  bis  fatal  dart 
Made  todeatroy:  I  fled,  and  cried  out 'Death  1' 
HoU  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  sighed 
From  all  her  caTes,  and  hack  resounded  '  Death  1' 
I  fied,  but  he  pursued  (thoogh  more,  it  seems. 
Inflamed  with  lust  than  rage),  and  swifter  t»x, 
Me  overtook,  his  mother,  all  dismayed. 
And  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 
Engendering  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 
These  yeliii^  monsters,  that  with  ceaseless  cir 
Surround  me,  as  thou  Mwest.  hourly  conoeiTed 
And  hourly  bom,  with  sorrow  infinite 
To  ma ;  for  when  they  list,  into  the  womb 
That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 
Mv  bowels,  their  repast;  then  bursting  tortii 
AJresh  with  conscious  tarrora  Tex  me  round. 
That  rest  or  intermission  none  I  find. 
Before  mine  eyes  in  opposition  sits 
Otim  Death,  my  son  and  foe,  who  sets  them  on. 
And  me  his  parent  would  full  soon  deronr 
For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 
His  end  with  mine  ioTolved ;  and  knows  that  I 
Should  prore  a  bitter  morsel,  and  his  bane. 
Whenever  that  shall  be ;  so  fate  pronounced. 
But  thou,  O  father,  I  forewsm  thee,  shun 
His  deadly  arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope 
To  be  invulnerable  in  those  bright  arms. 


-  She  finished,  and  the  subtle  fiend  his  lore' 
Soon  learned,  now  milder,  and  thus  answered  smooth : 
'■  Dear  daughter,  since  thou  claim'st  me  for  thy  sie. 
And  mv  fair  son  here  show'st  me,  the  dear  pledge 
Of  didHance  bad  widi  thee  in  Heaven,  and  joya 
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Tb«n  Btroet,  now  aad  to  mention,  Qirouglt  diie  change 

Be&Uen  us  unforeseen,  unthought  of;  linow 

I  come  no  enein;,  but  to  set  free 

From  out  this  dark  and  dismal  house  of  pain 

Both  him  and  thee,  and  all  the  heavenly  host 

Of  spirits,  that  in  our  Just  pretences  armed 

Fell  with  us  from  on  high :  from  them  I  go 

This  uncouth  errand  sole,  and,  one  for  all, 

Uyself  expose,  with  lonely  etepe  to  tread 

Toe  unsounded  deep,  and  through  the  void  immense 

To  search  with  wandering  <^uest  a  place  foretold 

Should  he,  and,  by  concurnng  signs,  ere  now 

Created  vast  and  round ;  a  place  of  bliss 

In  the  purUeuB  of  Heaven,  and  therein  placed 

A  race  of  upstart  creatures,  to  supply 

Perhaps  our  vacant  room,  though  more  removed. 

Lest  Heaven,  Huroharged  with  potent  multitude, 

Mi^t  hap  to  move  new  broils :  be  this  or  aught 

Than  tbi"  more  secret  now  designed,  I  haste 

To  know,  and,  this  once  known,  shall  soon  return, 

And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  thou  and  Death 

Shall  dwell  at  ease,  iad  up  and  down  unseen 

Wing  silently  the  buxom'  air,  imbalmed 

With  odours :  there  ye  shall  be  fed  and  filled 

Immeasurably ;  all  things  shall  be  your  prev." 

He  ceased,  for  both  seemed  highly  plessed,  and  Deatb 
Grinned  horrible  a  ghastly  smile,  to  bear 
His  famine  should  be  filled,  and  blessed  his  maw 
Destined  to  that  good  hour :  no  less  rejoiced 
His  mother  bad,  and  thus  bespake  her  sire  : 

"  The  key  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due, 
And  by  command  of  Heaven's  all-powerful  King 
I  keep,  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock 
These  adamantine  gates ;  against  aU  force 
Death  ready  stands  to  interpose  his  dart, 
Fearless  to  be  o'ermatched  by  living  might' 
But  what  owe  I  to  Ms  commands  above 
Who  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thrust  me  down 
Into  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound. 
To  sit  in  batetiil  oifioe  here  confined. 
Inhabitant  of  Heaven,  and  heavenly-bom, 
Hera  in  perpetual  agony  and  pain, 

'  rleribU,  jieldiDg;  >  Olheti  reftd  "  wi^' 
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With  teiHirs  and  with  ctamoun  compaeeed  rotmd 
Of  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  tiowets  fe«d  ? 
Hiou  art  m;  father,  thou  mj  author,  thon 
ilj  being  gavest  me ;  whom  should  I  obey 
But  thee?  whom  follow?  thon  wilt  bring  me  soon. 
To  that  new  world  of  light  and  blias,  amon^ 
The  gods  who  Jive  at  ease,'  where  I  ahaU  reign 
At  thv  right  hand  roluptDons,  as  beseema 
Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end." 

Thus  saying,  from  her  aide  the  fatal  key, 
Sad  inatniment  of  all  our  woe,  she  took ; 
And  towards  the  gate  rolling  her  bestial  train, 
ForOiwith  the  huge  portcullis  high  up  drew. 
Which,  but  herself,  not  ali  the  Btycian  powers 
Could  once  have  moved ;  then  in  the  key  bole  turns 
The  intricate  wards,  and  every  holt  and  bar 
Of  massy  iron  or  solid  rock  with  ease 
Un&stens:  on  a  sudden  open  fly. 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jamng  sound 
The  infernal  doore,  and  on  tiieir  lunges  grate 
Harsh  thunder,  that  the  lowest  bottom  enook 
Of  Erebus,    She  opened,  bnt  to  shut 
Excelled  her  power ;  the  gates  wide  men  stood. 
That  with  extended  wings  a  bannered  host 
Under  spread  ensigns  marching  m^ht  paas  tliTongh 
With  boTse  and  chariots  ranked  in  loose  array ; 
So  wide  they  stood,  and  like  a  furnace  mouth 
Cast  forth  redounding  smoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyee  in  sudden  view  appear 
Hie  secrets  of  the  hoaiy  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound. 

Without  dimension,  where  length,  breadth,  and  height. 
And  time,  and  place  are  lost ;  where  eldest  Night 
And  Chaos,  ancestors  of  nature,'  hold 
Eternal  anarchy,  amidst  the  noise 
Of  endless  wars,  and  by  confusion  stand. 
For  Hot,  .Cold,  Moist,  and  Dry,  four  champions  fierce. 
Strive  here  ioc  mastery,  and  to  battle  bring 

o  &e  Epicnrem  sotiou  of  the  life  of 

,.    Apnl,  de  Deo  Socntu. 
'  All  the  anciejit  natorslialB,  p' "       '  '        ' 

Chaoi  vBS  the  flnt  principle  of  all 
make  Night  ■  goddeeg,  uid  represent  Niglit, 
II  confiuian,  as  eiercieiiig  uncoDtrolted  dominion  from  the  hegio- 


OD,  aq.    Apai.  ae  veo  ddotudb. 
craJiata,  phJloaopherB,  and  poeta,  hold  that, 
iple  of  all  Ihin^ :  knd  the  poeti  pirtJenlarij 
id  represent  Night,  or  dnrkDesa,  and  Cbaoa 


Tbeir  embi7on  attmie ;  tbej  ajxiund  the  flag 

Of  ea^h.  Ub  faction,  in  their  several  clans, 

Light  armed  or  heavj,  atarp,  amooth,  swift,  or  slow, 

Sirarm  popnloua,  annamb^«d  as  the  sands 

Of  Barca  or  Gyrene's'  torrid  soil, 

Leried  to  side  witli  warring  winds,  and  pdse  * 

Their  lighter  wings.    To  whom  these  most  adhere. 

He  roles  a  moment;  Chaos  umpire  siu, 

And  by  deeisioo  more  embroils  the  iny 

By  which  he  reigns  ;  next  Mm  high  arbiter 

Chance  governs  all.    Into  this  wild  abyss. 

The  womb  of  nature,  a.nd  perhaps  her  grave,* 

Of  neither  sea,  nor  shore,  aor  air,  nor  fire. 

But  all  these  in  their  pregnant  causes  mii«d 

Coofusedly,  and  which  thus  must  ever  flgUt, 

Unless  the  almighty  Maker  them  ordain 

TTia  dark  mat«ria1s  to  create  more  woiids ; 

Into  thia  wild  abyaa  the  wary  fiend 

Stood  on  the  brink  of  HeU  and  looked  a  while, 

Pondering  his  voyage ;  for  no  narrow  frith 

He  bad  to  cross.     Nor  was  his  ear  less  pealed 

With  noises  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 

Great  things  with  amaH)  than  when  BeHona  atorms. 

With  ail  her  battering  engines  bent  to  raze 

Some  capital  city ;  or  lesa  than  if  thia  frame 

Of  Heaven  were  falling,  and  these  elements 

In  mndny  had  from  her  axle  lorn 

ninK.     Tbos,  Ilie  paeud-Orphens,  in  t1 
211^1,  ftddmieB  her  u  t^e  i     " 
of  lit  tliiiigi, 

So,  also,  Spenser,  in  imiutioa  of  Uie  aucieuta,  F.  Q.  b.  1,  o.  B , 
It.  22  :— 

"  O  then  most  aacisnt  grandmother  of  all. 
How  old  than  Jore,"  40. 
And  oor  anthor^a  §ystem  of  the  nniTeno  is,  Iq  abort,  that  the  enjpy- 
nan  Heaven,  and  Chaos  and  darkness,  were  before  the  creation — 
U«aven  above,  and  Chaoa  beneath;  and  then,  upon  the  rebeilion  of 
the  aiiRela.  &nt  Hell  nsi  fanned  out  of  Chaos  "etietchingfai  and  wide 
beneath;"  and  afterwarda  '^Hearen  and  Earth,  another  vorld hang' 
inz  o'er  the  realm  of  Chaos,  and  won  boa  hia  doniioiou."  See  ver, 
lOOa,  &e.  and  978.— N«ir(™. 

'  A  citj  and  proTince  of  Libya. 

*  i.  I.  give  weight  or  ballBst  to. 

*  Lncnt.  r.  SAO.     "  Omnipaiens,  eadem  renmi  eammone  aepD^ 
ebram." — 37i»w. 
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Bordering  on  light ;  when  straight  behold  liie  throno 

Of  Chaos,  and  his  dark  paYHion  spread 

Wide  on  the  wasteful  deep ;  with  >''"'  enthroned 

Sal  eable-vested  Night,  eldest  of  things. 

The  consort  of  his  reign,  and  bj  them  stood 

OrcuB  and  Ades,'  and  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Demogorgon ;  *  Buniour  nest  and  Chance, 

And  Tumult  and  Confusion  all  embroiled, 

And  Didcord  with  a  thousand  various  mouths. 

To  whom  Satan  turoing  boldly,  thus:   "Ye  powers 
And  spirits  of  this  nethermost  abyss. 
Chaos  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  spy, 
^th  purpose  to  eiplore  or  to  distorb 

Orciu  U  generally  bj  the  po«ts  taken  tor  Plata,  aa  Ades  for  an; 
dark  place.  Theae  tentu  aia  of  a  wtj  Tsgae  ngoiflcatiou,  and  em-  - 
jiojta  bj  the  anoient  poaU  aeeontiuglj.  Hilton  baa  pwaooiud 
Ihsm.  and  pot  them  in  the  (»iut  of  Cluoa. — fiuAonlwii. 

'  There  waa  b  notion  among  the  ancieals  of  *  cerltun  deit;,  whoa* 
Terj  name  the;  aappaaed  capable  of  prodncing  Hie  moat  Uiribla 
effects,  and  vbich  Ihej  theretoie  dreaded  to  pronoonce.  This  deitj 
ia  meotioiied  oa  of  great  poner  in  incantMioDB.  Thm  Erictho  la 
introdnced,  threatening  the  infernal  powers  for  being  too  alow  in 
their  obedienca,  hj  Luctn,  Fhar.  <i.  TU  ;— 

"  Yet,  mn  I  yet,  jb  anllen  Heads,  obeyed  ? 
Or  muBt  I  caUjonrfflMierlo  mj  aid, 
At  whose  dread  name  the  tremblii^  fnriea  qnake. 
Hell  stonda  abuhed,  and  earth's  foundationa  ahake, 
"Who  viewH  the  Oo^ona  with  intrepid  Bjea, 
And  jonr  inTioUble  flood  defiea}"—BoiM. 
And,  likewiBs,  Tiresiaa,  b^r^taiiiiH,  Thebaid  ir.  S14.    And  lanm 
threalena  in  the  same  strain  m  Tauo,  Cant.  liiL  at.  10  :— 
"I  have  not  yet  foTSotlnr  sunt  nt  nu 
What  dreadfol  I* 

Uy  tongue  (if  st  .  ^ 

That  BO  mucb  dreaded  name  can  well  repeat. 
■Which  heard  greU  Di«  cannot  Mmaelf  eicuae. 
But  hither  mn  from  his  eternal  aeat."— FaJi^fta. 
TIm  dbidb   of  this  deit;  ia  Demogoraon,  wbich  lome  think  a  sot. 
raption  of  Deminrgua }  othen  imagijis  bim  to  be  so  called,  aa  bein( 
able  to  look   npan  the  Qorgon,  chat  tnmed  all  other  apectators  U 
atone ;  and  to  tiis  Lncan  Heme  to  allnde,  when  he  aaya  :— 
"  —  V^  Gorgona  eemlt  apertam." 
,  too,  mentions  this  iafemal  deity,  F.Q-b.L  CBnt-O.atSa:- 
■■  Wluoh  wail  begot  in  Demogorgoo's  hall, 
And  saw  at  Uie  aecreta  of  the  world  nnmada :" 
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The  Stedfaet  eaxth.    At  last  hia  sajl-broad  vans  > 

He  spreads  for  fligbt,  and  in  the  sorging  smoke 

Uplined  spurns  the  ground ;  tlience  mftny  a  teaguev 

As  in  a  cloud;  chair,  ascending  rides 

Aodadoua ;  but,  tbat  seat  soon  ftuling,  meets 

A  last  vacuity;  all  unawares, 

Fluttering  his  pennons  vain,  plumh  down  he  dropa 

Tea  thousand  fathom  deep,  and  to  this  haia 

Down  hod  been  falling,  had  not  hj  ill  chance 

The  strong  rebuff  of  some  tumultuous  cloud. 

Instinct  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  bim 

As  many  miles  aloft :  that  fury  stayed, 

Quencbed  in  a  bog^  Syrtis,  neither  sea. 

Nor  good  dry  land ; '  m^h  foundered,  on  he  fares 

Treading  the  •crude  consistence,  half  on  foot, 

Half  flying;  behoves bim  now'  both  oar  and  saiL 

As  wbes  a  gryphon  *  through  the  wilderness 

With  wingid  course,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dale. 

Pursues  the  Arimaspian,  who  by  stealth 

Bad  (eoia  Ms  wakeful  custody  purloined 

The  guarded  gold :  so  eagerly  is  flend 

O'er  Dog,  or  steep,  through  strait,  rough,  dense,  or  rare. 

With  head,  hands,  wings,  or  feet,  pursues  his  way. 

And  swims,  or  sinks,  or  wades,  or  creeps,  or  flies; 

At  length  a  universal  hubbub  wild 

Of  stunning  sounds  and  voices  all  confused, 

Bonie  through  the  hallow  dark,  assaults  hia  ear 

With  loudest  vehemence  :  thither  he  pUes, 

Undaunted,  to  meet  there  whatever  power 

Or  spirit  of  die  nethermost  abyss 

Migbt  in  that  noise  reside,  of  whom  to  ask 

Wliich  way  the  nearest  coast  of  darkness  lies 

1  As  the  sir  mi  water  are  ImCh  t 
the  oDe  ore  gfteo  applied  to  the  ome 
aailing,  and  Bailing  to  flyings — Hewton. 

>  From  Lucan,  ii.  3CH. 

*t.  a.  lie  now  need  use. 

*  OrTphone  are  fabuloas  creMurei,  In  tlie  npper  part  like  an  eagle, 
la  tlie  Wer  reaembling  a  lion,  and  are  aaid  to  guard  aold  miDei. 
The  ArimaspiaoB  were  a  one-eyed  people  of  Scjthia,  who  adonied 
their  hail  with  gold,  Lucan,  iii.  380.  Ueradotoa  and  other  anthon 
relite,  that  there  were  oontional  wars  between  the  gryphons  and  Ari- 
maspians  ftbouc  gold,  the  gryphons  gnarding  it,  and  the  Arima^iaos 
taking  it  wheueTsr  Ihej  had  opportunity.  See  Plin.  NaL  HiM.  ub.  7, 
cap  3. — Heinlun. 
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Bordering  on  light ;  when  straight  behold  the  thtone 

Of  Cbaoa,  and  Ms  dark  pavilion  spread 

Wide  on  the  wasMfiil  deep ;  with  hfan  enthroned 

Sat  Bable-vested  Night,  eldest  of  things. 

The  consort  of  Ms  reign,  and  hj  them  stood 

QrcuB  and  Ades,'  and  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Demogorgon ;  ^  Rumour  next  and  Chance, 

And  Tumult  and  Confusion  all  embroUed, 

And  Discord  with  a  thousand  various  moutha. 

To  whom  Satan  turning  boldly,  thus ;   "  Ye  powers 
And  spirits  of  this  nethermost  abjrss, 
ChaoB  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  spy, 
With  purpose  to  eipiore  or  to  disturb 

Orcna  ia  geuertdly  b;  tbe  poeU  token  for  Plnbi,  as  Ades  tor  koy 
dui  place.  These  tenoB  are  of  ■  lerj  Tsgne  aigniflcHiion,  and  em- 
plojed  by  Ihe  aucicDt  poati  aeBOTdu^j.  Uiltoa  has  peivimu«d 
thiam.  and  pet  them  in  thB  court  of  Chaoe.— iJuAor^Dii. 

>  There  wag  a  DoSkiu  muong  Ihe  ancienU  of  a  certain  deitj,  vhoM 
vf.rw  name  thej  sappoBed  capable  of  ppodncing  the  moat  teirible 
and  which  Ibe;  therefore  dreaded  lo  proDoonce.      Tbia  deitr 
doned  as  of  great  power  i     '  ""       ■—■'■' 

ced.  tba^atcDing  the  infen 
ir  obedience,  by  Lucan,  Phar.  vi 

"  Yel.  UD  1  jet,  je  sullen  fienda,  obeyed? 
Or  must  I  call  Tonr  maaler  to  my  aid. 
At  whose  dread  name  the  trembhng  furies  quake. 
Hell  sCanda  abashed,  and  earth's  foundations  shake, 
'Who  views  tbe  GorgoDS  with  intrepid  ejea. 
And  your  inviolable iood  defies?" — Enai. 
And,  likeinse,  Tireaias.  bv  Statins,  Thebaid  iv.  SI4.    And  Ii 
tlueateoB  in  the  same  strain  m  Taaao,  Cant.  liii.  at  10  :— 


My  tongue  (if  still  jonj  atubbom  hearts  refoae) 

"Which  heard  great  Dis  cannot  himaelf  excuse, 
But  hither  ran  tnia  his  eternal  aeal."— FaiViB' 
The  name  of  Ibis  deicj  is  Demogoivini,  which  some  think  a  eor. 
niplion  of  Deminrgue ;  others  imagme  him  to  be  so  called,  as  being 
able  to  look  npon  Che  Oorgon,  that  turned  all  other  spectators  to 
■Lona ;  and  to  this  Lncan  aeema  to  allude,  when  he  aaya : — 
"  —  qui  Gorgona  cerait  apertsm." 
8peiisei,bK>,mBntioQathiBiiifemal  deity,  F.Q.b.L  cant. 0, St. 2!:— 
"  Which  wast  begot  in  Demogorgon'a  hall. 
And  aaw'st  the  secrets  of  tbe  worid  ""'"«■''■ :" 


Coogic 


The  secrets'  of  your  reslm,  but  by  constraint 
'Wandering  this  darksome  desert,  as  my  way 
Liea  through  your  spacious  empire  up  ta  light,  ' 

Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  lost,  I  seek 
What  readieat  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  hounds 
Confine  with  Heaven ;  or  if  aome  other  place, 
From  your  dominion  won,  the  ethereal  king 
Possesses  lately,  thither  to  arrive 
I  travel  this  profound ;  direct  my  course ; 
Directed,'  no  mean  recompense  it  bringa 
To  your  behoof,  if  I  that  region  lost. 
All  usurpation  thence  expelled,  reduce 
To  her  original  darkness  and  your  away 
(Which  is  my  present  journey),  and  once  more 
£rect  the  standard  there  of  ancient  Night ; 
Yours  be  the  advantage  all,  mice  the  revenue." 
Thus  Satan ;  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old. 
With  faltering  speech  and  visage  incomposed. 
Answered :   "  I  know  thee,  stranger,  who  thou  art : 
That  mighty  leading  angel,  who  of  late 
Made  head  against  Heaven's  King,  though  overthiown, 
I  saw  and  heard,  fbr  snch  a  numerous  host 
Fled  not  in  dlenee  thnmgh  the  fiigbted  deep 
With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout. 
Confusion  worse  confounded;  and  Heaven^tes 
Poured  out  by  milliona  her  victorious  bands 
Pursuing.    I  upon  my  frontiers  here 

and  places  him,  likewise,  in  the  immeiHa  *b;H  willi  Chaos,  B,  i, 

"  Down  in  tlie  bottom  of  the  deep  sbysa. 
Wltero  Demogorgan  m  dull  darkness  pant, 
Far  from  the  view  of  gode  and  heaven's  Uigs, 
The  hldeoaa  Chaos  keepa.  their  dreadAil  dwelling  ia  ; " 
and  takea  notice  also  of  the  di«adM  effects  of  his  name,  B.  i.  c.  I, 
tt.87;— 

"  k  bold  bsd  man,  tbat  daied  to  call  by  name 

Great  Goigon,  prince  of  darkness  and  dead  night, 

At  which  Cocytufl  qnakes,  and  Stji  la  pnt  to  flight' 

Well,  therefore,  might  Milton  distingaish  him  bj  "the  dreaded 

name  o(  Demogorgon  :"  and  "the  name  of  Demogorgon  "  is  aa  mnch. 

aa  1o  lay  Demagorgoa  himself,  as  in  Virgil  £n.  vi.  TBS.    Mbmiim 

Bomffl  is  a  man  of  Alb^  iln.  lii.  B16.— Nnrloa. 


'  1. 1.  if  JOQ  direct  me,  you  will  reap  no  little 


Keep  residence,  if  all  I  can  will  Beire 
That  little  which  is  left  ao  to  defend, 
Encroached  on  still  throi^h  tout  intesdne  hroils, 
WeakeniDg  the  sceptre  of  old  Night ;  first  Hell, 
Your  dungeon,  stretching  far  and  wide  beneath ; 
Kew  lately  Heaven  and  Earth,  another  world, 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  Uuked  in  a  golden  chain ' 
To  that  side  Heaven  from  whence  your  legions  fell ; 
If  Ihat  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far ; 
80  much  the  nearer  danger ;  go  and  speed ; 
Havoc,  and  spoil,  and  ruin,  aie  my  gam." 

He  ceased ;  and  Satan  stayed  not  to  reply. 
But  glad  that  now  his  sea  should  find  a  shore, 
With  ftesh  alacrity  and  force  renewed 
Springs  upward,  like  a  pyramid  of  fire, 
Into  the  wild  expanse,  and  through  the  shock 
Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  sides  round 
Bnvironed,  wins  his  way,  harder  beset 
And  more  endangered,  Uian  when  Atgo  •  passed 
Through  Boephonis  betwixt  the  justling  rocks; 
Or  when  Ulysses*  on  the  larbosnl  shunned 

<  An  ide&  taken  from  Homer,  IL  viiL 

*  The  Gist  long  sHp  eier  seen  in  Qreeee,  in  which  Juon  and  hii 
eompftniona  exiled  to  Colcliifl  to  fetch  the  golden  fleece.  *'  Thronch 
Boaphonu,"  the  Tbraciui  Dosphonia,  DttheStnuta  of  Coaet«ntioopTe, 
or  the  chamiel  of  the  Black  Sea.  "  Betriit  the  joatlinE  rocks."  two 
mcka  Kt  the  entrance  into  the  ^oiine.  or  Bl&ok  Sen,  called  in  Qreek, 
"  nvmpleradeB,"  and  by  Javenal,  "  conenirenaa  saia,"  Sat.  iv.  19, 
-which  Hillon  jery  well  tnuisUle«  "  the  jostllDg  rocks,"  becaose  thev 
were  BO  near,  Ihat  '  '  ■  '  '  .  -  .  • 
andjnitleoneana 
u  jautl.—NlKlan. 

*  Thesetwo  verses  Beotlejwonldthrow  qaite  may.  "  Larboaid," 
(he  mye)  is  abominable  in  iieroic  poetry;  botDryden  (aa  the  doctor 
omia)  thought  it  not  onfit  to  be  employed  there ;  snd  Miltoo  in  other 
places  has  used  nsatical  terms,  withoat  being  cenanred  for  it.  So  in 
Lt.  913,  he  Bpea^  of  "  working  a  sHp,"  of ''  veeiing  and  shifting;"  and 
in  L  W7,  of  "  mooring  nnder  the  lee."  But  he  liaa  alao  two  vei; 
fonnidable  objections  against  the  sense  of  these  verses.  First,  he 
■aya  tliat  larboard,  or  left  hand,  is  a  raistake  here  for  starboard,  or 
right  band,  Charybdia  being  to  the  starboard  of  Ulysses  when  hs 
Bailed  tLroagb  these  straita.  This  is  tme,  but  it  does  not  affect  what 
HUtoD  here  says ;  (or  the  sense  may  be,  not  tiat  Ulysses  shunned 
CbairbdiB  attnaled  on  the  larboard  of  bis  ship  ss  he  was  sailing;  but 
that  Ulyaaes  sailing  on  tlie  larboard  (to  the  left  hand  where  Scylls  nasi 
cUd  thereby  shun  Charybdia;  which  was  the  tr&th  of  the  ease.  His 
othec  ObjecUou  is,  that  Seylla  was  no  whlilpool.  which  yet  she  1> 


CharybcliB,  and  bj  the  other  whirlpool  stMzed 
So  be  widi  difficoltf  and  labour  hard 

Moved  on,  with  dificulty  and  labour  he ; 
But  he  once  paased,  soon  after,  when  man  fell, 
Strange  alteration  [  Sin  and  Beath  amain 
Following  his  tracic  (such  was  the  will  of  Heaven), 
Paved  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  waj 


From  HbD  continued,  reaching  the  u 

Of  this  frail  world,  by  which  the  spirits  perverse 

"With  easy  intercourse  paee  to  ana  fro 

To  tempt  or  punish  mortals,  except  whom 

God  and  good  angels  guard  bv  special  grace. 

But  now  at  last  the  sacred  influence 

Of  light  appears,  and  &om  the  walls  of  Heaven 

Shoots  far  into  tie  bosom  of  dim  Night 

A  glimmering  dawQ ;  here  Nature  first  begine 

Her  farthest  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire, 

As  from  her  outmost  works,  a  broken  foe. 

With  tumult  less,  and  with  less  hostile  dm. 

That  Satan  with  less  toil,  and  now  with  eaaB, 

Wafts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  %ht, 

And  like  a  weather-beaten  vessel  holds 

Oladly  the  port,  though  shrouds  and  tackle  torn; 

Or  in  the  emptier  waste,  resembling  air, 

Weighs  his  spread  wings,  at  leisure  to  behold 

Far  off  the  empyieal  Heaven,  extended  wide 

In  circuit,  undetermined  square  or  round, 

With  opal  towers  and  battfementa  adorned 

Of  living  sapphire,  once  his  native  seat; 

And  fast  by,  nangii^  in  a  golden  chain. 

here  (opposed  to  have  been.  Bnt  Virgil  (whom  Miltun  follom 
oftener  trian  be  does  Homer)  describea  ScjUa  ag  "  mvea  in  eaia 
tnLentem,"  £11.  iii.  12S,  and  what  la  that  less  than  calling  it  a 
whirlpool?  And  Kircber,  irha  has  vrittan  a  particular  aucomit  ot 
Sejlla  »nd  Charybdia  apon  hii  own  view  of  them,  does  not  Bcmple 
to  call  them  both  whirlpools-  The  tmth  la,  that  Scjlla  ia  a  r<t>ck 
situated  in  a  small  bay  on  ibe  Italian  coast,  into  which  bay  the  tide 

within  the  compaaa  of  its  force,  and  either  dash  tbem  uainst  the 
rock,  or  swallow  them  in  the  eddies ;  for  when  the  streams  have  thus 
Tiotently  rushed  into  the  bay,  they  meet  with  the  rock  Seylla  at  th* 
brtberend,  and  being  beat  haok,  must,  therefore,  fotm  an  eddy  or 
whirlpool — Peam. 


Iliia  pendent  world,'  in  bigness  as  a  star 
Of  Bmitllest  magnitude  close  by  the  moon. 
Thither,  full  fraught  with  miachievous  xevenge, 
Aceuraed,  and  in  a.  cursed  hour,  he  hies, 

'  Bf  "  Uils  pendent  vorld"  is  not  mennt  tim  stkrUi;  bat  the  new 
iTHtion,  Heavea  knit  Earth,  the  whole  orh  of  fixed  et^  imiDflDBelj 
bigger  Ihui  llie  earth,  a  mere  point  in  compuison.  This  ia  inre 
hoD  whtt  Chaos  had  lately  Btud  ;— 

"  Now  lately  HeaTen  and  Earth,  another  world, 
Hnng  o'er  my  realm,  linked  in  a  golden  chain," 
Beddei,  Satan  did  not  see  theEarth  yet;  he  was  aiterwards  Enniriaed 
-  tt  the  sadden  new  of  all  this  world  at  once,"  iii.  S43,  and  naa- 
itni  long  oa  the  oataide  of  it;  till  at  last  he  saw  our  saa,  and 
Itined  there  of  the  archangel  Uriel  where  the  Earth  and  Paralyse 
WOT.  See  iii.  733.  "  This  pendent  world,"  therefore,  mast  mean 
Ibe  vliela  world,  the  new  created  miiTerse,  aad  "  belield  far  off"  it 
appeared  in  compariaon  with  the  empyreal  Heaven  ao  liigger  thaa  "  a 
■or  of  smallest  magnitude;"  nay,  not  ao  large;  it  appeared  no  bigger 
tium  Bach  a  star  appeara  to  Ite  when  it  is  "  close  by  the  moon,"  Ihe 
soperior  light  whereof  makes  any  star  that  happens  to  be  near  her 
mk,  to  seem  eiceedingly  small  and  aknoBt  disappear. — Newtan, 


:sdi.,G00gle 


MlLTON'fl  FOBTIIUX  WOKU. 


Ood,  Acting  DC  hii  thTDne,  aeee  Satan  flyinR  (omtdi  this  vorld,  then 
newly  cre»ted;  showa  him  lo  the  Son,  who  aat  Rt  his  right  huid; 
forelelli  the  anccesa  of  SaUui  in  penerting  mankind ;  clears  his 
own  juatice  Wlj  wisdom  from  all  impntalion.  having  crealed  Man 
fk«e  and  able  enongh  to  have  withstood  hia  t«Dipt«ri  jet  declares 
hia  pnrpoBe  of  grace  towards  him,  in  regard  he  fell  not  of  bis  own 
uudice,  aa  did  Satan,  l;ul  bj  him  Beduced.  The  Son  of  Ood  ren- 
dera  pniaea  to  his  Father  for  the  manifestation  of  hia  gneiotu 
pnipoae  lonrds  man ;  but  Ood  again  declares  that  grace  cannot 
he  eitended  towards  man  without  tie  satiaf^tion  of  divine  iastice ; 
man  hath  offended  the  majesty  of  Ood  by  aspiring  to  godhead,  and 
therefore  with  all  his  progeny  devoted  to  death  must  die,  onleH 

nndei^  his  punishment.  The  Son  of  Ood  freely  oBers  himself 
a  ranaom  for  man ;  the  Father  accepts  him,  ordaina  his  incaroA- 
tion,  pronouncea  hia  exaltation  abore  all  namas  in  Hearen  and 
Earth;  commands  all  the  angels  lo  adora  him;  they  obey,  and 
hjninina  to  their  harpa  in  nill  quire,  celebrate  tha  Fauier  and  the 
Son.  Maanwile  Salaa  alights  upon  the  bare  convex  of  thia  world's 
outenuoat  orb ;  where  wandering  he  first  finds  a  place,  since  called 
the  Limbo  of  Vanity ;  what  poraans  and  things  fljr  np  thither ;  theneo 

the  waters  above  the  firmament  that  flow  about  it :  hia  passags 
thence  to  the  orb  of  the  aun ;  he  finds  there  Driel,  the  regent  of  that 
orb,  but  flist  changes  himself  into  the  shape  of  a  meaner  angel ; 
and  pretending  a  aealoos  desire  to  behold  the  new  creation,  and 
man  whom  Ood  had  placed  here,  inquires  of  bim  the  place  of  hit 
habitation,  and  ia  directed ;  alights  first  on  Mount  Niphates. 

Hail,  holy  Li^ht  t  oflbpring  of  Heaven  fiistbom, 

Or  of  Ihe  EtemaJ  coetemal  beam, 

May  I  expresa  Ihea  unblamed  ?  since  God  is  light,' 

And  never  but  in  unapproached  light 

Dwelt  from  eternity,  dwelt  Ilien  in  thee. 

Bright  effluence  of  bright  essence  increate. 

>  lJohn,LOi  lTlm.ri.lfl, 

I.  ioogic 


fAIUDISE   LOeX. 

her  pure  e' 

Whose  fountam  who  shatl  tell  ?  before  the  Sun, 
Before  the  Heaven  thou  wert ;  &nd  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle  didst  inveiit 
The  rising  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep,' 
Won  tram  the  void*  and  fonnleeg  infinite. 
Thee  I  revisit  now  with  bolder  wing. 
Escaped  the  Stygian  pool,  though  long  detained 
In  that  obscure  Bojoum,  while  in  my  fliaht 
nirongh  utter  and  through  middle*  darkneBS  borne 
With  other  notes  than  to  the  Oiphean  lyre 
I  gong  of  Chaos  >  and  eternal  Night ; 
Tanght  by  the  heavenly  muse  to  venture  down 
The  daric  descent,  and  up  to  re-aacend, 
Thou^  hard  and  rare :  thee  I  revisit  safe. 
And  feel  thy  sovereign  vital  lamp ;  but  thou 
Rerigit'st  not  these  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 
To  find  thy  piercing  rav,  and  find  no  dawn ; 
So  thick  a  drop  serene' hath  quenched  their  orba, 

I  Or  diMt  thaa  nther  hear  this  tddnSB,  doM  thoa  delight  fither 
Ulwcall«d  "  poreetlienBtstreBni?"    An  «xc«lleut  Latmiam, as  Dr. 
latOtj  obwirea,  Hot.  Sat.  II.  vi  aO^- 
"  Hataline  p»Ur  (en  Jane  libenliiu  aadiaT" 
All  m  have  an  eipreiaionoftlieMmekiudiii  SpeutcTi  Fa^iiaQueaD, 
b.i,tT.,Bt.28:— 

"  ItaldAveo^'i  Hnu»  erU  hear."  —Ifanlim. 
'  For  Ott  Torld  via  only  in  a  Btite  of  Boiditj,  vlien  the  light  ma 
Bates ;  aa  Ueaea  sajs,  "  The  Spirit  of  Sod  mured  npon  the  hee 
Dflbemlcra;  and  Qod  wid,  Let  (hen  b«  light,  and  there  was  light," 
Gen.  L  S,  3.  And  thia  vena  ii  plainly  formed  upoD  this  of  Spenaei', 
Fieric  Queen,  b.  L,  o.  i,  at.  39  :— 

"  And  through  the  world  of  vateia  vide  and  deep." 

'  "  Toid"  mnat  not  here  be  onderelood  afl  emptinoaB,  ior  Chaoa  ia 
lamtied  toll  of  matter;  \,ta,  "void,"  aa  deadtate  of  auj  formed 
JidiiK.  void  u  the  earth  was  when  first  created. — ftctoviiim. 
'  i.  tv  the  great  golf  between  Hell  and  Heaven. 
'  ipolloaiaB,  Pi.  L  i9S,  represents  Orpheoa  nuking  the  oraitiDn 
tot  of  Chaoa  the  subject  of  his  mnse. 

*  "  Drop  serene,"  or  gntta  aerena.  It  wis  fbrmerljr  thought  that 
tlut  tort  of  bliudeii  waa  an  inconble  extinction  or  quenching  of 
ngbl  bjr  a  transparent,  watery,  cold  bomonr,  distilling  upon  the 
onic  nerre.  thonirh  making  very  httle  change  in  the  eye  to  ippeaiv 

_ . .„  1 . 1 obstruction  in 

oases.    When 
he  wrote  to  his  friaud  LeDnud  fbilani,  an 


60  JULTOJt  ■  fOETtOAI.   WOREB.  B.IU.U-1S, 

Oi  dim  Buflluion  reiled.    Yet  not  the  more* 
Cease  I  to  wander,  where  the  Muses  hB.unt 
Clear  taring,  or  sbadv  grove,  or  sumij  hJH, 
Smit  with  the  love  of  sacred  sono ;  but  chief 
Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flower;  brooks'  beneath, 
That  wash  th^  hsUowed  feet,  end  waiblii^  flow, 
Nightly  I  Tisit  r  nor  sometimes  foTffet' 
Those  other  two  equ^illed  with  me  in  fate, 
Bo  were  I  equalled  with  them  in  reuown. 
Blind  Thames*  and  blind  M«onides,' 
And  TireaJea*  and  Phineas,'  prophets  old: 
Then  feed  on  thougbts,  that  Toluntar;  move 
Harmonious  numbers ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 
Sings  darkling.'  and  in  shadiest  covert  hid 
Tunes  her  nocturnal  note.     Thus  with  the  year- 
Seasons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 
Day,  or  the  sweet  approach  of  even  or  mom. 
Or  sight  of  vernal  Uoom,  or  summer's  rose, 
Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine ; 
But  cloud  instead,  and  ever-during  dark 
Surrounds  me ;  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 
Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair 
Presented  with  a  universal  blank' 

AtheniBD  then  aX  Psiii,  for  him  U>  Gonsolt  Dr.  Therecot ;  he  lent  hii 
case  ('lia  in  Ihe  ICth  of  his  familiu'  letters) :  what  uiewer  be  hid 
ie  not  known ;  bnt  it  leeniB  by  this  pusnge  that  he  Mtw  not  ceiUin 
wliat  his  diseese  una ;  oi  peiliape  he  had  a  mind  tc  deatribe  both  Ibi 
great  eaofiee  of  hlindneaa  according  to  vhat  waa  known  at  th&t  tim^ 
aa  his  whole  poem  it  interspersed  with  great  varietj  of  leaming.-' 
Bichardfvn- 

>  I.  e.  ;et  on  that  aeconnt  I  do  not  cease. 

'  Eedroa  and  Siloah. 


*  A  Thehan  sootheayer. 

'  Thie  word  «aa  eud  to  hare  bean  coined  by  Hilton,  bnt  It  li  aln 
naed  by  Shakspeare. 

>  Dr.  Bentley  reads  "  bU  nature's  map,  &c.,"  beeense  (he  uit) 
"  a  blank  of  works"  is  an  nnphiloaophioal  eipreaaion.     If  ao,  and  if 
the  sentence  must  terminate  at "  blank,"  Thj  may  we  not  rea^— 
"  Presented  with  an  nniTersal  blank ; 
All  nature's  works  to  me  expunged  audiased," 
that  is,  all  natnrs'a  works  being,  in  respect  to  the  "  uniTsnal  blink,' 
or  abaenoa  of  li^  from  me,  eipunged  to  me  and  Tossd.— Pmtm 


(.III.4S-a.  PABADISB   LOtt. 

Of  nature's  works  ba  me  expunged  Eind  rased. 

And  wisdom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  out 

So  mnch  the  rather  thou,  oeleatial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers 

Irradiate ;  there  plant  ejes,  all  raiat  from  thenoe 

PuTRe  and  di^rse,  that  I  majr  see  and  tell 

Of  dungs  inviaihle  Co  mortal  sighL 

Now  had  the  Almighty  Father  from  above,' 
From  the  pure  empyrean  where  he  sits 
High  throned  above  all  he^ht,  bent  down  his  eye. 
His  own  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view  - 
About  him  all  the  sanctities  of  Heaven 
Stood  thick  as  stars,  and  from  his  sight  received 
Beatitude  past  utterance ;  on  his  right 
The  radiant  image  of  his  glory  sat. 
His  only  Son ;  on  earth  he  hist  beheld 
Our  two  first  parents,  yet  the  only  two 
Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  placed. 
Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love, 
Uninterrupted  joy.  unrivalled  love, 
In  blissful  solitude ;  he  then  surveyed 
Hell  and  die  gulf  between,  and  Satan  there 
Coasting  the  wall  of  Heaven  on  tliis  side  N^bt 
In  the  dun  air  sublime,  and  ready  now 
To  stoop  with  wearied  wings  and  willing  feet 
On  the  bare  outside  of  this  world,  that  seemed 
Firm  land  embosomed,  without  firmament, 
Cncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 


Thus  to  lus  only  Son  foreseeing  spake : 

"  Only  begotten  Son,  seest  thou  what  rage 
Transports  our  advetsaty?  whom  no  botmds 
Prescribed,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chains 
Heaped  on  him  there,  sor  yet  the  main  abyss 

Compare  Tmbo,  i.  t : — 
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Wide  intenupt,'  can  hold ;  so  bent  he  seems  I 

On  desperate  revenge,  that  aholl  redonnd 

"  >n  his  owu  rebellious  bead.    And  now  | 

xmgh  all  restraint  broke  loose  he  wings  his  wcj 
Not  fsr  off  Heaven,  in  the  precincts  of  light, 
Directlj  towarda  the  new-created  world, 
And  man  there  placed,  with  purpose  to  essay 
If  him  by  force  he  can  destroy,  or  worse, 
By  some  false  guile  pervert ;  and  shall  pervert. 
For  man  will  hearken  to  his  glodng  lies, 
And  easily  transgress  the  sole  command. 
Sole  pled^  of  his  obedience  :  so  wilt  fall. 
He  and  his  faithless  progeny :  whose  fiiult? 
Whose  but  his  own  ?    Ingrate,  he  had  of  me 
All  he  could  have ;  I  made  him  just  and  right, 
Sufficient  to  have  stood,  though  free  to  fall. 
Such  I  created  all  the  ethere^  powers 
And  spirits,  both  them  who  stood,  and  them  who  failed ;' 
Freely  they  stood  who  st«od,  and  fell  who  fell. 
Not  fiee,  what  proof  could  they  have  given  sincere 
Of  true  allegiance,  constant  faitJi  or  love, 
Where  only  what  they  needs  must  do  appeared, 
Not  what  uey  would  ?  what  praise  could  they  receive  ? 
What  pleasure  I  from  soch  obedience  paid, 
When  will  and  reason  (reason  also  is  choice) 
Useless  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  despoiled, 
Made  passive  both,  had  served  neceswty. 
Not  me?    They  therefore  as  to  right  belonged. 
So  were  created,  nor  can  justly  accuse 
Their  Maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  fate, 
As  if  predestination  over-ruled 
Their  wUI,  disposed  by  absolute  decree 
Or  high  foreknowledge ;  they  themselves  deemed 
Their  own  revolt,  not  I ;  if  •  I  foreknew. 
Foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault. 
Which  had  no  less  proved  certain  unforeknown. 
Bo  without  least  impulse  or  shadow  of  fate, 
Or  aught  by  me  immutably  foreseen,* 

Read  "  fell,"  with  Bentley,  to  pmaerve  tbe  luititheatB.  ■ 

*  i.t.  tliDi^ ;  tor  be  eipresBes  na  doubt  on  the  mbjeet. 

*  To  "foresee  immntablj"  (ssj*  Dr.  Bentlej)  ue  two  ideu  that 
Munatimite:  he  thiaki,  llieiefara,  that  Miltoa  mnit  hava  giien  it 


Thej  trespass,  anthora  lo  themselves  in  all, 

Both  what  they  judge  and  what  they  choose;  for  so 

I  formed  them  iree,  and  free  they  must  remain, 

Till  they  enthral  themselves ;  I  else  must  change 

Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree 

Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordained 

Their  freedom :  they  themselves  ordained  fbeir  fall. 

The  firEt  sort  by  their  own  et^iestiou  fell, 

Self  tempted,  eelf-depraved:  man  f&Us  deceived 

S"    the  other  first;  man  therefore  shall  find  grace, 
e  other  none :  in  mercy  and  justice  both. 
Through  Heaven  and  earth,  so  shall  my  glory  excel ; 
B<it  mercy,  first  and  last,  shall  brightest  shine." 

Thus  while  God  spake  ambrosial  fragrance  filled 
All  Heaven,  and  in  the  blessed  spirits  elect 
Sense  of  new  joy  ineffable  diffiwed: 
Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  seen 
Mo3t  glorious;  in  him  all  his  Father  shone 
SubsCanfially  expressed;'  and  in  his  face 
Bivine  compassion  visibly  appeared. 
Lore  without  end,  and  without  measure  grace. 
Which  Tittering  thus  he  to  his  Father  spake : 

"  O  Father,  gracious  was  that  word  which  closed 
Thy  sovereign  sentence,  that  man  should  find  grace ; 
For  which  both  Heaven  and  earth  shall  high  extol 
Thy  praises,  with  the  innumerable  sound' 
Of  hymns  and  sacred  songs,  wherewith  thy  throne 
Encompassed  shall  resound  thee  ever  blest. 
For  should  man  fmally  be  lost,  should  man. 
Thy  creature  late  so  loved,  thy  yotmgest  son, 
FaU  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  joined 
With  his  own  folly?  that  be  from  thee  far. 
That  tar  be  from  thee,  Father,  who  art  judge 
Of  all  things  made,  and  judgest  only  right. 
Or  shall  the  adversai;  thus  obtain 

"  immoUblj  forBdooDwd."  His  objection  b  right,  tmt  his  mnendUiaB 
ii  *toag,  1  think.     Uilton  uemg  rather  to  have  dictated — 

"  Or  anght  by  me  ■  immutable '  foreueen," 
where  "  anght  inunntable  "  maj  aigoi^  tnj  event  that  cannot  b« 
(tunged  or  allsred. — PtariK. 

"  Immatablji  tDroeen  "  ■sema  to  mean  ao  fbreseen  as  to  be  inunn- 
table.—Aiufon. 

•  CC  Heb.  1,  8. 

*  Compare  L  101,  "  imnuuerable  force  ot  BDlriCa.'' 
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His  end,  and  frustrate  thine  ?  shall  lie  fulfil 
Hia  malice,  and  tliy  goodness  bring  to  nought. 
Or  proud  return,  though  to  hia  heavier  doom, 
Yet  with  revenge  accomplished,  and  to  Hell 
Draw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  mankind, 
By  him  coiTupted  ?  or  wilt  thou  thyself 
Abolish  thy  creation,  and  unmake 


£e  questioned  and  blasphemed  without  defence." 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  replied : 
"  O  Son,  in  whom  my  soul  hath  chief  delight, 
Son  of  my  bosom.  Son  who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wisdom,  and  efi'ectual  might. 
All  hast  thou  spoken  as  my  thoughts  are,  all 
As  my  etenial  purpose  hath  decreed : 
Man  shall  not  quite  be  lost,  but  saved  who  will. 
Yet  not  of  will  jn  him,  but  grace  in  me 
Preely  vouchsafed;  once  more  I  will  renew 
His  lapsed  powers,  though  forfeit  and  eathraJled 
By  sin  to  foul  exorbitant  desires ; 
Upheld  by  me,  vet  once  more  he  shall  stand 
On  even  ground  against  his  mortal  foe. 
By  me  upheld,  that  he  may  know  how  frail 
Hjs  fallen  condition  is,  and  to  me  owe 
All  his  deliverance,  and  to  none  but  me. 
Some  I  have  chosen  of  peculiar  grace' 
Elect  above  the  rest ;  bo  is  my  will : 
The  rest  shall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  warned 
Their  dnfid  state,  and  to  appease  betimes 
The  incensed  Deity,  while  offered  grace 
Invites ;  for  I  will  clear  their  senses  dark, 
What  may  suffice,  and  soften  stony  hearts 
To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due. 
To  prayer,  repentance,  and  obedience  due. 
Though  but  endeavoured  vrith  sincere  intent, 
Mine  ear  shall  not  be  slow,  mine  eye  not  shut 
And  I  wiU  place  within  them  as  a  guide 
My  umpii'e  Conscience,  whom  if  they  will  hear, 

■  Ourlatliordid  not  hold  the  doclrine  of  rigid  predpatinitioii:  <» 
wM  of  the  aenliments  of  the  mora  moderate  CalvinUts.  and  tboug'i'  j 
that  some  indeed  were  elected  of  pecaliar  grace,  the  rest  might  I* 
anved  compljing  irilh  the  (eima  and  conditioiu  of  the  OMpet' 
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Ught  after  light  well  usod  the;  Aall  attain. 

And  to  the  end  pendsting,  safe  arnTe. 

Tills  m;  long  sim^rance  and  ray  day  of  grace,' 

They  who  neglect  and  ecom  shall  never  tast« ; 

But  hard  be  hardened,  blind  be  blinded  more, 

That  they  may  stumble  on,  and  deeper  fall ; 

And  none  hut  such  from  mercy  I  exclude. 

But  yet  all  is  not  done :  man  disobeying. 

Disloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  sins 

Against  the  high  supremacy  of  HeaTcn, 

Ajfectiiig  godhead,  and  so  losing  all. 

To  expiate  his  treason  hath  nought  left, 

But  to  deatruclion  sacred  and  devote. 

He  with  his  whole  posterity  must  die. 

Die  he  or  justice  must ;  unless  for  him 

Some  othei'  able,  and  as  wilhng,  pay 

The  rigid  satisfaction — death  for  death. 

Sar,  heavenly  powers,  where  shall  we  hud  such  love  ? 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  just  the  unjust  to  save  ? 

Dwells  in  all  Heaven  charity  so  deer  ?  " 

He  asked ;  hut  all  the  heavenly  quire  stood  mute. 
And  silence  was  in  Heaven :  on  man's  behalf 
Patron  or  intercessor  none  appeared, 
Much  less  that  durst  upon  his  own  head  draw 
The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ransom  set. 
And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind 
Must  have  heeu  lost,  adjudged  to  death  and  Hell 
By  doom  severe,  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 
In  whom  the  fullness  dwells  of  love  divine. 
His  dearest  mediation  thus  renewed ; 

"  Father,  thy  word  is  past,  man  shall  And  grace ; 
And  shall  grace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way, 
The  speediest  of  thy  winged  messengers. 
To  visit  ail  thy  creatures,  and  to  all 
Comes  unprevented,'  unimplored,  unsoi^ht? 

'  It  to  a  mat  pity  thst  onr  anthor  ahonM  have  tbns  debased  tha 
dignity  of  l£e  Ueit;  by  putting  in  his  moalh  thia  honid  doctrine  of  a 
fliy  of  gnuw.  after  which  it  is  not  ooagible  for  a  man  to  repent ;  and 

raak«  aome  allowance  for  the  pnjudices  which  he  might  poBSiblj 
receive  from  the  gjoouij  divinity  of  that  enthueiastic  age  in  which  he 
liTed.— 3^<r. 

*  i.t.  imanticipated.fromprepfqtre.toconiebefore.  C£ Pa. IxxrviiL 
13.    The  word  ia  commoalj  so  need  in  our  Article!  and  Ijtiugj. 
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Happy  Cor  man,  so  coming ;  he  her  aid 
Can  never  seek,  once  dead  in  sins  and  lost. 
Atonement  for  himself  or  offering  meet, 
Indebted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  hring : 
Behold  me  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  life, 
I  offer ;  on  me  let  thine  anger  fall ; 
Account  me  man;  I  for  Mb  sake  will  leave 
Th;  hoaom,  and  this  glorj  next  to  thee 
Freely  put  off.  and  for  him  lastly  die 
Well  pleased ;  on  me  let  Death  wreak  all  his  ra^  ; 
Under  his  gloomy  power  I  shall  not  long 
Lie  vanquished ;  thou  hast  given  me  to  possess 
Life  in  myself  for  ever ;  hy  thee  I  live. 
Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  hia  due 
All  that  of  me  can  die ;  yet  that  debt  paid. 
Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  the  loathsome  grave 
His  prey,  nof  suffer  my  unspotted  soul 
For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell  ;• 
But  I  shall  rise  victorious,  and  auhdue 
My  vanquisher,  spoiled  of  his  vaunted  spoil ; 
Death  his  death's  wound  shall  then  receive,  and  stoop 
Indorious,  of  Ms  mortal  sting  diBarmed. 
I  uirough  the  ample  air  in  triianph  high 
Shall  lead  Hell  captive,  maugre  Hell,  and  show 
The  powers  of  darkness  hound.     Thou  at  the  sight 
Pleased,  out  of  Hraven  Ehalt  look  down  and  smile, 
While  hy  thee  raJMiMi  I  ruin  all  my  foes, 
Death  last,  and  with  his  carcase  glut  the  grave 
Then  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeemed 
Shall  enter  Heaven,  long  absent,  and  return. 
Father,  to  see  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 
Of  anger  shall  remain,  but  peace  assured 
And  reconcilement;  wrath  shall  be  no  more 
Thenceforth,  hut  in  thy  presence  joy  entire." 
His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  aspect 
Silent  yet  spake,  and  breathed  immortal  lova 
To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  shone 
Filial  obedience ;  as  a  sacrifice 
Glad  to  be  ofiered,'  he  attends  the  will 
Of  his  great  Father.    Admiration  seized 
All  Heaven,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend. 
Wondering ;  hut  soon  the  Almighty  thus  replied : 

>  Ct  Pa.  nL  10,  AcU  ii.  SO,  14.  *  Alluding  to  Ps.  iJ.  «. 
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"  O  thou,  in  Heaven  and  earth  the  only  peace 
Found  out  for  niBnkind  under  wrath.  0  tnou 
My  soul  complacence  !  well  thou  know'st  how  dear 
To  me  are  all  my  works,  nor  man  the  letist, 
Thot^h  last  created;  that  for  him  I  spare 
Thee  from  my  bosom  and  right  hand,  to  save. 
By  losing  theo  awhile,  the  whole  race  lost. 
Thou  tiierefore,  whom  ion  only  canst  redeem, 
Their  naOare  also  to  thy  nature  join; 
And  be  thyself  man  among  men  on  earth, 
Made  itesb,  when  time  shall  lie,  of  virgin  eefd. 
By  wondrous  birth  :  he  thou  in  Adam's  room 
The  head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  son 
As  in  Tiim  perish  all  men.  so  in  thee, 
As  from  a  second  root,  shah  he  restored 
Aemany  as  axe  restored,  without  thee  none. 
His  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  sons ;  thy  merit 
Imputed  shall  absolve  them  who  renotmce 
Their  own  both  righteous  and  nnrighleons  deeds. 
And  live  in  thee  traasplaated,  and  from  thee 
Beceive  new  life.    So  man,  as  is  most  Just, 
Shall  satisfy  for  man,  be  judged  aad  cLe, 
And  dying  rise,  and  rising  with  him  raise 
His  brethren,  ransomed  with  his  own  dear  life. 
So  heavenly  love  shall  outdo  heUish  hale. 
Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem,* 
So  dearly  to  redeem  what  hellish  hat« 
So  easily  destroyed,  and  still  destroys 
In  those  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  graoe 
Nor  shalt  thou,  by  descending  to  assume 
Man's  nature,  lessen  or  degrade  thine  own. 

■  The  lore  of  the  Father  in  giring  the  Son  to  death,  aai  the  love 
ct  the  Son  in  submiiliag  to  it  uid  djing  to  redeem  mankiiid.  Hr. 
"irlmiton  thus  STpliins  It; — "Milton's  Byatam  of  divinity  taught," 
ujihE,  "not  onlj  Iliac  man  WB«  redeemed,  but  likewise  Uial  a  real 
price  was  pud  for  his  redemption  ;  'djingto  redeem,"  therefore,  sig- 
nitnog  onlT  redemption  in  a  lague  nooertain  senae,  hnt  imperfect^ 
represenl*  bia  system ;  ao  imperfectly  that  it  maj  as  well  be  called 
the  Socinian  ;  the  price  jiaid  (which  implies  a  proper  redomption)  is 
■inlini;.  But  to  pay  a  price  implying  a  voluntary  act.  the  poet  there- 
t^Tt  well  expresses  it  by  *  giving  try  death ;'  ttiat  is,  giving  himself  to 
ir-itih ;  30  that  the  sense  of  the  linF  fully  eipiesaes  Milton's  notion, 
'Hjiienlj  love  gave  a  price  for  the  redemption  of  mankiod,  and  by 
nnue  of  that  price  really  redeemed  theto.'  ^—NiwIom, 
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jeoause  thou  hast,  though  throned  on  h^hest  hlias 

irjuai  to  God,  and  eqiiwly  enjoying 

God-like  fruition,  quitted  all  to  save 

&  world  from  utter  toss,  and  hast  heen  found 

Bj  merit  more  than  birthright  Son  of  God, 

Found  worthiest  to  be  so  by  being  good, 

Far  more  than  gi'eat  or  high  ;  because  in  thee 

Love  faath  abounded  more  than,  glory  abounds, 

Therefore  thy  humiliation  shall  exalt 

With  thee  thy  manhood  also  to  this  throne ; 

Here  shall  thou  sit  incarnate,  here  shalt  reign 

Both  God  and  Man,  Sou  both  of  God  and  Man, 

Anointed  universal  King ;  all  power 

I  give  thee ;  reign  for  ever,  and  assume 

Thy  merits ;  under  thee  as  head  supreme 

Thrones,  princedoms,  powers,  dominions  I  reduce : 

All  Vnees  to  thee  shall  bow,  of  them  that  btde 

In  Heaven,  or  earth,  or  under  earth  in  Hell. 

When  thou,  attended  gloriously  from  Heaven, 

Shalt  in  the  sky  appear,  and  from  thee  send 

The  summoning  archangels  to  prociaiin 

Thy  dread  tribimal ;  forthwith  I'rom  all  winds 

The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 

Of  all  past  ages,  to  the  general  doom 

SbaU  hasten,  such  a  peal  shall  rouse  their  sleep. 

Then,  all  thy  saints  assembled,  thou  shalt  judge 

Bad  men  and  angels;  they  aiTaigned  shall  sink 

Beneath  thy  sentence ;  Hell,  her  numbers  full. 

Thenceforth  shaU  be  for  ever  shut.    Meanwhile 

The  world  shall  bum,  and  from  her  ashes  spring 

New  Heaven  and  earth,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwell. 

And  after  all  their  tribulations  long 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds. 

With  joy  and  love  triumphing,  and  fair  truth. 

Then  thou  thy  regal  sceptre  shalt  lay  by. 

For  regal  sceptre  then  no  more  shall  need ; 

God  shall  be  all  in  all.     But,  all  ye  goda.' 

Adore  him,  who  to  compass  all  this  Mes ; 

Adore  the  Son,  and  honour  him  as  me." 

Ho  sooner  had  the  Almighty  ceased,  but  all 
The  multitude  of  angels,  with  a  shout 


loud  as  fiwn  numbers  -witkout  number,  sweet 

Is  from  blest  Toiees,  uttering  joy,  Heaveo  rung 

With  jubilee,  and  loud  Hoeannas  filled 

rhe  etflmal  regions :  lowly  reverent 

low&rds  either  tlirone  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 

With  solemn  adoration  down  they  cast* 

TheiT  crowns  eawove  with  amarant  and  gold ; 

Immortal  amarant,*  a,  flower  which  once 

In  Paradise,  fast  hy  the  tree  of  life, 

Began  to  bloom ;  but  soon  for  man's  otfence 

To  Heaven  removed,  where  first  it  grew,  there  grows. 

And  flowers  aloft  shading  the  fount  of  life. 

And  where  the  river  of  bliss  through  midst  of  Heaven 

BoUb  o'er'  Elyaian  flowers  her  amber  stream ; 

With  these,  that  never  fade,  the  spirits  elect 

Bind  their  resplendent  locks  enwreathed  with  beams 

Now  in  loose  garlands  thick  thrown  ofl',  the  bright 

Pavement,  that  hke  a  sea  of  jasper  shone, 

Empurpled  with  celestial  roses,  smiled.* 

Then,  crowned  ^ain,  their  golden  harps  they  took. 

Harps  ever  tuned,  that  glittering  by  their  side 

like  quivers  hung,  and  with  preamble  sweet 

1  Rct.  It.  10. 

>  "  Ajuueut,"  A/iapat'TOE,  Oreek,  for  noftding,  that  decByetb  not ;  a 
Bqwm  of  1  pnipla  velvet  colour,  whicii,  thoogh  galhered,  keeps  ila 
beiDlj,  ud  wbeu  all  olher  flowers  fade,  recovers  its  lueli«  by  being 
"prinkled  with  a  little  water,  as  Plinj  affirms,  lib.  iii.,  c.  11.  Our 
inlliorMemstoliaYetskentliiahintftomlPeCi.  1,  "  To  an  inherit- 

"qJ  1  PeL  y.  i,  '-Ye  shall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  faJetb  not 

"  amannt."  which  ha  Las  Snel;  set  near  the  tree  of  life.     "  Amaran- 
tus  floi,  eymboluia  eat  immorlalilaus." — Olrm,  AlucoKd.    Humi, 
'  Wfl  b^uentlj  see  grass,  and  weeds,  and  AowerB,  growing  nnder 

ibp  bottom  of  the  "river  ofblias,"  or  rather  the  river  to  "roll  over" 
them  lometiines,  to  water  them.  The  author  aeems  to  intend  much 
Die  uiae  thing  that  he  has  eipreaaed  in  ii.  34U,  where,  speaking  of  t)ie 
Irookt  ia  Paradise,  he  says,  they— 

■'  Rao  neotai,  visiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flowers  worthy  of  PatadiSB." 
iai  u  there  thm  are  flowers  "  worthy  of  Paradise,"  so  here  they  ars 
vmhy  of  "  Elysium."  the  region  of  the  hlessed.— JV(iiJ(<m. 
'  Ct  Spenser,  F.  Q.  iii  7,  16  :— 

"  Whoae  aides  impurpled  were  with  smiling  red." 

I.  ioogic 


(6  UILTON'b   poetical   works  ■.III.  3CS-397. 

of  charming  aymphony  thej  introduce 
Their  sacred  song,  and  waken  raptures  high ; 
No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  .join 
Melodious  part,  such  concord  is  in  lleaTfin. 

"Thee,  Father,"  first ihey  sung,  "Omnipotent, 
Immutable,  Immortal,  Inflnite, 
Eternal  King ;  thee,  Author  of  all  being, 
Fountain  of  liRht,  thyself  invisible 
Amidst  the  glorious  br^htness  where  thou  sitt'st 
Throned  inaccessible,  but'  when  thou  shad'st 
The  full  blaze  of  thy  beams,  and  through  a  cloud 
Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  shrine, 
Dark  with  excessive  bright'  thy  skirts  appear. 
Yet  dazde  Heaven,  that  brightest  seraphiin 
Approach  not,  but  with  both  wings  veil  their  eyes.' 
Thee,"  next  they  sang,  "  of  all  creation  first, 
Begotten  Son,  Divine  Similitude, 
In  whose  conspicuous  count'nance,  without  cloud 
Made  visible,  the  Almighty  Father  shines, 
Whom  else  no  creature  can  behold  ;*  on  thee 
Impressed  the  efililgence  of  his  glory  abides, 
Trwisfused  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  rests. 
He  Heaven  of  Heavens,  and  all  the  powers  therein 
By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  threw  down 
The  aspiring  dominations :  thou  that  day 
Thy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didst  not  spare, 
Nor  stop  thy  flaming  chariot  wheels,  that  shook 
Heaven's  everlasting  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks 
Thou  drov'st  of  warring  angels  disarrayed. 
Back  from  pursuit  thy  powers  with  loud  acclaim 

'  Milton  haa  the  same  thought  of  darkness  occasioned  by  gli.rr, 
T.  see,  "Brightness  had  made  invisible."  Tbia  also  explains  h'ii 
mesninBhere;  the  eicess  of  brightness  had  the  effect  of  darkness, 
invisibility.  What  an  ides  of  glorj !  the  akirts  only  not  to  be  looted 
on  by  the  beings  nearest  to  God,  hnt  when  donbly  or  treblv  shaded  hr 
a  cloud  and  both  wings.  Vi^at,  then,  isthe  fall  blaie?— RicAardiDnr 
The  same  thooght  in  Spenser's  hymn  of  Bearenly  Beaut;,  bu(  mart 
lai^nidly  expressed : — 

"  With  the  great  glory  of  that  wondrous  light. 
His  throne  is  all  enennipaased  aronnd, 
Aid  hid  in  hit  sum  briglilnai  from  the  sight 
Of  all  that  look  tkerson,"  &e.  ~Thi/er. 


Thee  only '  extolled,  Son  of  thy  Futher  s  mi^t. 

To  execute  fierce  vengeanoe  on  his  foes, 

Not  so  on  man :  him,  through  their  inatice  fallen. 

Father  of  mercy  and  grace,  Ihou  didst  not  doom 

'  "y,  but  much  more  to 

:i  did  thy  dear  and  oi 
Perceive  thee  purponed  not  to  doom  frail  man 
So  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity  inclined. 
He,'  to  appease  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  strife 
Of  mercy  and  justice  in  thy  face  discerned, 
Regardless  of  the  bliss  wherein  he  sat 
Second  to  thee,  offered  himself  to  die 
For  man's  offence.    0  unesempled  love. 
Love  no  where  to  be  found  less  than  Divine  I 
Hail,  Son  of  Ood,  Saviour  of  men !  thy  name 
Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  song 
Henceforth,  and  never  shall  my  harp  thy  praise 
Forget,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praise  dis)om." 

Thus  they  in  Heaven,  above  the  atarry  sphere. 
Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymuing-  spent 
Meanwhile  upon  the  firm  opaoous  globe' 
Of  this  round  world,  whose  first  convei  divides 
The  luminous  inferior  orbs  inclosed 
From  Chaos  and  the  inroad  of  Darkness  old, 
Satan  alighted  waits :  a  globe  far  off 
It  seemed,  now  seems  a  boundless  cont 
Dark,  waste,  and  wild,  under  the  frown  of  night 
Starless  exposed,  and  eve^threatening  storms 
Of  Chaos  bluBt^riiig  round,  inclement  sW ; 
Save  on  that  side  which  from  the  wall  of  Heaven, 
Though  distant  far,  some  small  reflection  gains 
Of  glunmering  air  less  vexed  with  tempest  loud : 
Here  walked  Oie  fiend  at  large  in  spacious  field. 
As  when  a  vulture  on  Imaus*  bred, 


'  Supply 
>  S«Ml'» 


thee,  ftudthee  only. 

•     ■' "    f  before  "1 

ntaide  of  the 


T.\  .._____ 

like  an  anbonnded  plun,  ig  natnTal  and  noble:  as  his  TDanitncr 
e  frontiers  of  tha  creation,  between  that  mass  of  raatler  which 
lught  into  B  world,  and  that  shapeless,  unformed  heap  of  ma- 
•hich  still  lay  in  chao9  and  tonfuaion.  etrikes  the  imaginatioa 
lucthing  astoniahingly  great  and  wild. — AddUon. 
IDS  ii  a  celebratel  monnt^n  in  Asb;  its  nftme  sicnific* 
',"  in  the  language  of  the  inhabitanla,  ucoTditig  to  lliny, 


Whose  Bnowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds, 
Dislodging  from  a  region  sciiroe  of  prey 
To  ROi^e  the  flesb  of  iambs  or  jeanlinf 


Oft  hills  whpre  flocku  are  fed,  flies  toward  the  springs 

Of  Ganges  or  Hydaspes,  Indian  streams ; 

But  in  his  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains  ' 

Of  Sericana,  where  Chineses  drive 

With  sails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  l%hc ; 

So  on  this  windy  sea  of  land,  Uie  fiend 

V.'alked  up  and  down  alone,  bi'nt  on  his  prey , 

Alone,  for  other  creature  in  this  place 

Living  or  lifelees  to  be  found  was  nooe ; 

Mone  yet,  but  store  hei'eafter  from  the  earth  I 

tip  hither  like  aerial  vapours  flew  ! 

Of  all  things  transitory  and  vain,  when  sin 

With  vanity  had  filled  the  works  of  men; 

Both  all  things  rain,  and  all  who  in  vain  things 

Built  their  fond  hopes  of  glory  or  lasting  fame. 

Or  happiness  in  this  or  the  other  life ; 

All  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits  ! 

Of  painful  superstition  and  blind  zeal,  | 

Nought  seeking  but  the  praise  of  men,  here  find  | 

Fit  retribution,  empty  as  their  deeds;  i 

All  th'  uneecomplished  works  of  Natiuv's  hand,  | 

Abortive,  monstrous,  or  unkindly  mixed,  ! 

Dissolved  on  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain,  ' 

Till  final  dissolution,  wander  here, 

Not  in  the  ne^hbouring  moon,'  as  some  have  dreamed; 

Those  ai^nt  fields  more  likely  habitants. 

Translated  saints,  or  middle  spirits,  hold, 

lib,  li  cap,  SI,  "incDlamra  lingua  nivosamsigoificante;"  andthere-    i 
fore  it  is  said  here,  "  whose  snowy  ridge."    It  ie  the  boiindsiy  to  Iha 
east  of  the  Weslem  Taitaia. -who  are  called  "roving,"  as  (Key  lite    • 
chiefly  in  tents,  and  remove  from  place  to  place  for  the  convenience    ' 
of  pasturage,  their  herds  of  cattle  and  what  they  lake  in  hunting  being 
their  principal  euhsietence.    Ganges  and  Hydaepea  are  famous  rivers 
of  India  ;  and  Serica  is  a  region  betitiit  China  to  Ihe  east,  and  11„ 
mounlain  Imaas  to  the  vest;  and  what  onr  author  here  eaysofths 
Chinese  he  seema  to  have  taken  t^om  Hejlin's  Cosmography,  p.  887, 
where  it  is  said,  "  Agreeable  nnto  the  oheervatioa  of  Taodera  writers, 
the  country  is  so  plain  and  level  that  thFy  have  carts  and  coaclies   ' 
driven  with  sails,  as  ordinarily  as  drawn  with  horses,  in  these  parts." 

'  Ariosto    panicularly,  Id   hit  "  Orlando  Fnrioso,"  cant.    34,   Gk 


Betwixt  the  angelical  and  human  kind. 
Hither  of  ill-joiued  sons  and  daughters  horn 
First  from  the  ancient  world  those  giants  came 
With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  renowned : 
The  builders  next  of  fiahel  on  tiie  plain 
Of  Sennaar,'  and  still  with  vain  design 


A  god,  leaped  fondly  into  ^tna  flames, 
Empedocles;*  and  he  who  to  enjoy 
Plato's  Elysium,  leaped  into  the  sea, 
Cleombrotus;'  and  many  more  too  long, 
Embryos  and  idiots,  eremiles  and  friars, 
White,  black,  and  gray,  with  all  their  tnimpeiy. 
Here  pilgrims  roam,  that  strayed  so  far  to  seek 
In  Golgotha  him  dead,  who  hves  in  Heaven  ;* 
And  they  who  to  be  sure  of  Paradise 
'"  '  ■'  e  weeds  of  Doiuinio, 

n  tliink  to  pass  disguised; 
Tliev  pass  the  planets  seven,'  and  pass  the  fixed, 
Ancf  that  crystalline  ^here  whose  cialance  weighs 
The  trepidation  talked,  and  that  first  moved; 

*  The  scliolar  of  Pytbagoras,  a  philosopher  sn<il  poet,  Iwm  at  Agrl- 
gentnin,  in  Sicily:  he  wrote  of  the  nature  of  tilings  in  Greek,  ai 
I,ncretiaH  did  in  Latin  Terse.  He,  stciiliiig  one  night  from  hie  fol- 
lowers, threw  himself  into  the  flaming  ^tna,  that  being  noirliere  to 
be  fonnd  he  might  be  esteemed  to  be  a  god,  and  to  be  taken  ap  into 
Heaven;  bnt  his  iron  pattens,  lieing  thrown  out  bj  Ihe  furj  of  tht 
boraingmounlMn,  dieoovered  his  defeated  ambition,  and  ridiculed  hi> 
follj.     Hor.  de  Art.  Poet.  164  :— 

"  Dene  immortaljs  haheri 

I>nm  cupit  Empedoclea,  ardentem  frigidns  .^Inam 

Insiloit.''  —Hurne. 

>  The  name  is  rightly  placed  the  last  word  in  the  sentence,  as 

"  Empedooles  "  waa  before.     He  waa  called  Ambniciota  of  Ambracia, 

a  city  of  Epims  in  Greece.    Hating  read  oyer  Plato'B  book  of  the 

"Sool'a  Immortalitj  and  Happineaa  in  another  Life."  he  was   so 

the  sea,  tliat  he  mwht  immediatelj  enjoy  ic — tiealon, 

*  He  speaks  here  according  to  the  ancient  astronomy,  adopted  and 
improfed  by  Plolemy.  "Theyposs  the  planets  seTen.  oor  planetary 
or  Bolar  system,  ^'and"  beyond  this  "pass  the  (iied,"  Che  ibmamect 
or  sphere  of  the  flied  stars  ;  "  and "  beyond  thie  "  that  eryataUine 
ij'hete,"  the  cijstalline  HeareD,  clear  as  crystal,  to  which  the  FtolS' 


And  now  Saint  Peter  eX  Heaven's  wicket  eeema 

To  wait  them  with  his  ke^  and  now  at  foot 

Of  Heaven's  ascent  the j  hft  their  teet,  when  la  I 

A  violent  cro^  wind  from  either  coast 

Blows  them  transverse  ten  thousand  leagues  awty 

Into  the  devious  air ;  then  might  to  see 

Cowls,  hoods,  and  habite  with  their  wearers  tost 

And  fluttered  into  rags;  thou  relics,  beads, 

Indulgences,  dispenses,  pardons,  bulls, 

The  sport  of  winds :  all  these  upwhirled  aloft 

Flj  o'er  the  backside  of  the  world  far  off 

Into  a  limbo  lai^  and  broad,  since  called 

The  Paradise  of  Fools,  to  few  unknown 

Long  after,  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod. 

All  tills  dark  globe  the  fiend  found  as  he  passed. 

And  long  he  wandered,  till  at  last  a  gleam 

Of  dawning  light  turned  thitherward  in  baate 

His  travelled' steps;  far  distant  he  descries. 

Ascending  b;  degrees  magnificent 

Up  to  the  wall  of  Heaven,  a  structure  high. 

At  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich,  appe^ed 

The  work  as  of  a  kinel;  palace  gate. 

With  frontispiece  of  diamond  and  gold 

Embellished;  thick  with  sparkling  orient  gems 

The  portal  shone,  inimitable  on  earth 

By  model,  or  by  shading  pencil  drawn. 

The  stairs  were  such  as  wheieon  Jacob  eaw 

Angels  aacendlDg  and  descending,  bands 

Of  guardians  bright,  when  he  from  Esau  6ed 

To  Padan-Aram.  in  the  field  of  Luz, 

Dreaming  by  night  under  the  open  sW, 

And  waking  cried,  '  This  is  the  gate  qt^Heaven.* 

Each  stair  mysteriously  was  meant,  nor  stood 

lliere  always,  but  drawn  up  to  Heaven  sometimea 

Viewless ;  and  underneath  a  bright  sea  flowed 

Of  jasper,  or  of  Uquid  pearl,  whereon 

Who  after  came  from  earth,  sailing  arrived, 

nmica  attributed  &  Bort  of  Itbi&tion,  or  ghskuig  (Ihe  "trepidation' 
to  mach  talliAd  of),  to  aocooDt  for  certain  irregularities  in  the  motion 
>t  the  stara;  "and"  beyond  tbia  "that  first  moved."  the  pn'mn 
mbilt,  the  sphere  which  was  both  the  first  moved  and  the  first  mover, 
commaulcating  its  motions  to  all  the  lower  Gpher«a ;  uidbejond  tkii 
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Wafted  by  ougela,  or  flew  o'er  the  lake 

Bapt  in  a,  chariot  drawn  by  fieiy  steeds. 

The  Btairs  were  thea  Ut  down,  whether  to  dai« 

The  fiend  by  easy  ascent,  or  a^raTate 

His  sad  exclusion  jrom  the  doors  of  bliss . 

Direct  against  which  opened  from  beneath, 

Just  o'er  the  blissful  seat  of  Paradise, 

A  passage  down  to  the  earth,  a  passage  wide, 

Wider  by  far  than  that  of  aft«r  times 

Over  Mount  Zion,  and,  though  that  were  largo, 

Over  the  promised  land  to  God  so  dear. 

By  which,  to  visit  oft  those  happy  tribes, 

On  high  behests  his  at^els  to  and  fro 

Passed  frequent,  and  his  eve  with  choice  regard 

From  Faneas,'  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood. 

To  Beersaba,  where  the  Holy  Land 

Borders  on  Egypt  and  the  Arabian  shore ; 

So  wide  the  opening  seemed,  where  bounds  were  eol 

To  darkness,  such  as  bound  the  ocean  wave. 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  stair, 

That  scaled  by  st^s  of  gold  to  Heaven-gate, 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  sudden  view 

Of  all  this  world  at  once.    As  when  a  scout 

Through,  dark  and  desert  ways  with  peril  gone 

All  night,  at  last  by  break  of  cheerful  dawn 

Obtains  lie  brow  of  some  h^h-climbing  hill. 

Which  to  his  eye  discovers  unaware 

The  goodly  prospect  of  some  foreign  land 

First  seen,  or  some  renowned  metropolis, 

With  glisteriug  spires  and  pinnacles  adorned. 

Which  now  the  rising  sun  gilds  with  his  beams! 

Such  wonder  seized,  though  after  Heaven  seen, 

The  q)iritmal^,  but  much  more  envy  seized, 

At  ^ht  of  aU  this  world  beheld  so  fair. 

Round  be  surveys*  (and  well  might,  where  be  stood 

■  Foimerh called  Dan. ftYiin  "Dsn  to  Beergheba"  being  the  limil* 
of  (he  Hoi;  Laud  from  N.  to  9. 

*  "He  jorreya  from  eaalem  point  of  libra,"  one  of  tlis  twelve 
tigTbrcnactl  J  opposite  to  Aries,*' to  the  fleecj  star,"  Ariea  or  tbe  Ham. 
thai  ii  from  east  to  weet,  for  wben  Libra  rises  in  the  east,  An«s  eels  lull 
Teat;  &Dd  Anea  is  aaid  to  '^  bear  Andromeda."  because  th&t  consul- 
JatioD  represented  as  a  voman  is  placeijust  aier  Aries,  and  there- 

■eaa,"  the  great  westam  ocean.  "  beyund  the  horizon;  than  &am 


So  Iiigh  above  the  circling  canopy 

or  night's  extended  shade),  from  eastern  point 

Of  Libra  to  the  fleec;  star  that  beais 

Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  seaa, 

Beyond  the  horizon ;  then  from  pole  to  pole 

He  views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  pause 

Down  right  into  the  world's  first  region  throws 

His  flight  precipitant,  and  winds  with  ease 

Through  the  pure  marble'  air  his  obhquo  way 

AmoDKst  innumerable  Btars.  that  shoue 

Star*  distant,  but  nigh  hand  seemed  other  worlds; 

Or  other  worlds  they  seemed,  or  happy  isles, 

Like  those  Hesperian  gardens'  famed  of  old. 

Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,  and  flowery  vales; 

Thrice  happy  isles,  but  who  dwelt  happy  there 

He  stayea  uot  to  inquire ;  above  them  all 

The  golden  sun,  in  splendour  litest  Heaven, 

Allured  bis  eye :  thither  his  course  he  bends 

Through  the  calm  firmament  (but  up  or  down. 

By  centre,  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell, 

Or  loi^itude),  where  the  great  luminary 

Aloof  Uie  vulgar  constellations  thick, 

I'bat  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  distance  due. 

Dispenses  light  irom  far;  they  as  they  move 

Their  slarry  dance  in  numbers*  that  compute 

Days,  months,  and  years,  towards  his  all-cheering  la 

I'lun  swift  their  various  motions,  or  are  turned 


With  gentle  penetration,  though  unseen. 

Shoots  invisible  virtue  even  to  the  deep  ; 

So  wondrously  was  set  his  station  bright 

There  lands  tne  fiend,  a  spot  like  which,  perhaps, 

Astronomer  in  the  sun's  lucent  orb 

Through  his  glazed  optic  tube  yet  never  saw. 

The  place  he  found  beyond  expression  bright, 

pale  1«  pole  he  vievsiDbreadth,"tItsti3,  from  north  tosaatb.  todtbil 

eutli  &nm  east  io  vest  than  tram  nonh  to  south,  tmd  ao  hsrinE  * 
much  greater  journey  onB  way  than  the  oilier,  one  wm  celled  iMg* 
or  longitude,  the  other  hreadch,  or  latitude. — Nevlon. 

?'  '         lire,  apotleea :  see  Nevtou'e  eiamples. 
slee  abont  Cape  Vefde  io  Africa. 


I  i.  I.  pur 
'  The  Isle 
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B.IIl.W3-fl£T.  SABADI8B   LOST. 

Compared  with  aught  on  earth,  metal  or  Btone ; 
Hot  all  parts  like,  but  aU  alike  informed 
With  radiant  light,  as  glowing  iron  with  fire ; 
If  melal,  part  seemed  gold,  part  sOver  clear; 
If  stone,  carbuncle  most,  or  chrysolite, 
Buby  or  topaz,  to  the  twelve  that  shone 
In  Aaron's  breastplate,  and  a  stone  besides 
Imagined  rather  oft  than  elsewhere  seen, 
That  3tone,  or  like  to  that,  which  here  below 
PhilosopherB  in  vain  bo  long  have  sought ; 
In  vain,  though  by  their  poweriiil  art  they  bind 
Volatile  Hermes,'  and  call  up  unboimd 
In  varioua  shapes  old  Proteus  from  the  sea. 
Drained  through  a  limbec  to  his  native  form. 
What  wonder  then  if  fields  and  regions  here 
Breathe  forth  elixir  pure,  and  rivers  run 
Portable  gold,  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 
The  arch-chomic  son.'  so  far  bom  us  remote, 
Produces,  with  terrestrial  humour  milted. 
Here  in  the  dark  so  many  precious  tilings 
Of  colour  glorious  and  effect  so  rare  ? 
Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  devil  met 
Undazzled ;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands ; 
For  sight  no  obstacle  found  here,  nor  shadft. 
But  all  sunshine,  as  when  his  beams  at  noon 
Culminate  from  tie  equator,  as  they  now 
Shot  upward  still  direct,  whence  no  way  round 
Shadow  from  body  opaque  can  fall ;  and  the  air. 
Nowhere  so  clear,  sharpened  his  visual  ray 
To  objects  distant  far,  whereby  he  soon 
Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  angel  stand. 
The  eame  whom  John  saw  also  in  the  sim  :* 
His  back  was  turned,  but  not  his  brightness  hid ; 
Of  beaming  sunny  rays  a  golden  tiar 
Circled  his  head,  nor  less  his  locks  behind 
Illustrious  on  his  shoulders,  fledge*  with  wings, 

'  Qaicisilver,  or  mercnr]. 

*  The  thought  of  making  the  son  the  cbiaf  chemist  or  ale 
uems  to  ba  taken  fiom  Shakspeare,  King  John,  act  iii. ; — 
"  To  solemnise  this  daj,  the  gloriona  snn 

Slap  in  hia  coiine,  and  plaje  the  alchemist, 
.    Toniing  with  splendour  of  bis  preeioua  eje 
The  meagre  cloddj  earth  to  glittering  gold," 
»Ber.  iii.1T.  «  For  "  fletlged." 


Lay  waving  round ;  on  some  (freat  ohaige  employed 

He  seemed,  or  fixed  in  cogitabon  deep. 

Glad  was  tae  Bpirit  impure,  as  now  in  hope 

To  find  who  might  direct  hia  wandering  Bight 

To  Pai-adise,  the  happy  seat  of  mast. 

His  journey's  end,  and  our  beginning  woe. 

But  first  he  casts'  to  change  hie  proper  shape, 

"Which  else  might  work  him  danger  or  delay : 

And  now  a  stripling  cherub  he  appears, 

Not  of  the  prime,  yet  such  as  in  his  face 

Youth  smiled  celestial,'  and  to  evety  limb 

Suitable  grace  diifuaed,  so  well  he  feigned : 

Under  a  coronet  Hs  flowing  hair 

In  curls  on  either  cheek  played ;  wing  he  wore 

Of  many  a  coloured  plume  ^rinkled  with  gold  ; 

His  habit  fit  for  speed  succinct,'  and  held 

Before  hie  decent  steps  a  silver  wand. 

He  drew  not  nigh  unheard ;  the  angel  bright, 

Ere  he  drew  nigh,  bis  radiant  visage  turned. 

Admonished  by  his  ear,  and  straight  was  known 

The  archangel  Uriel,  one  of  the  seven 

Who  in  God's  presence,  nearest  to  his  throne. 


Bear  his  swift  errands,  over  moist  and  dry. 
O'er  see  and  land :  him  Satan  thus  accosts  : 
"  Uriel,*  for  thou  of  those  seven  spbits  that  stand 


'  In  SpeDsei  (here  iB  a  similar  deacciptioa  of 
Qnaen,  b.  ii.  cant  viii.  eL  5 : — 
"  BesidB  hJB  "      " 


Like  FhiBliua'  &< 
Divijiel J  shooe ; 
DeokM  with  diy< 
Were  filed  at  his  back,  to  cat  luB  airy  vajs." 

*  Readj,  prepared. 

*  This  eipressioa.  borrowed  ftom  Zech.  iv.  10,  probably  refers  to 
the  eBaleiD  title  of  "  eye  of  tbe  king,"  applied  to  a  chief  officer. — 
See  Kitto's  BibUcal  Cyclopedia,  T.  L  p.  683.fc. 

*  i.  t.  Ood  u  my  liahl.  Be  is  mendoned  aa  a  good  angel  ia 
9  Eidra*  iv.  and  t. 
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In  aght  of  Qod's  bi^h  throne,  gloriously  bright, 

The  first  art  wont  his  great  autfaeutio  will 
Intatpreter  through  highest  Heaven  to  hring 
Where  all  his  sons  th;  embassy  attend ; 
And  here  art  likeliest  bj  aupreme  deczM 
like  honour  to  obtain,  and,  as  his  eje. 
To  visit  oft  t^ia  new  creation  round ; 
Unspeakable  desire  to  see,  and  know 
All  ttieae  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  man, 
His  chief  delight  and  favour,  him  for  whom 
All  these  his  works  so  wondrous  he  ordained, 
Hath  brought  me  &om  the  quires  of  cherubim 
Alone  thus  wandering.     Brightest  seraph,  tetl 
In  which  of  all  these  shining  orbs  hath  man 
His  fixed  Beat,  or  fiiM  seat  hath  none, 
But  all  these  shining  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell ; 


On  whom  the  great  Greater  hath  bestowed 

Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  Uiese  graces  pouted ; 

That  both  in  him  and  all  things,  as  is  meet, 

The  universal  Maker  we  may  pnuae. 

Who  JDStly  hath  driven  out  nis  rebel  foes 

To  deepest  Hell,  and  to  repair  that  loaa 

Created  this  new  happy  race  of  men 

To  serve  him  better :  wise  are  all  his  ways." 

So  spake  the  false  dissembler  nnperoeived; 
¥(a  neither  man  nor  augel  can  discern 
Hjyocrisy,  the  only  evil  that  walks 
bmaible,  except  to  Ood  alone, 
By  his  permissive  will,  trough  Heaven  and  earth : 
And  oft.  though  wisdom  waie,  siispicion  sleeps 
At  wisdom's  gate,  and  to  simplicity 
Besigns  her  charge,  while  goodness  thinks  no  ill 
Where  no  ill  seems :  which  now  for  once  beguiled 
Griel,  though  regent  of  the  sun,  and  held 
The  sharpeatflighted  spirit  of  all  in  Heaven ; 
Who  to  the  fraudulent  impostor  foul 
In  his  uprightness  answer  thus  returned: 

"  Fair  angel,  ihy  desire,  which  tends  to  know 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorily 
The  great  Work-Master,  leads  to  no  excess 
That  reaches  blame,  but  rather  merits  praise 
The  more  it  seems  excess,  that  led  thee  hither 

V  ".OOgIc 


Contented  with  report,  tear  only  in  Heaven ; 
For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  liis  works, 
Pleasant  to  know,  and  worthiest  to  be  all 
Had  in  remembrance  always  with,  delight; 
But  what  created  mind  can  comprebend 
Their  mirober,  or  the  wisdom  infinite 
That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  eausaa  de 
I  saw  when  at  his  word  the  formless  mass, 
This  world's  materia!  mould,  came  to  a  heap ; 
Confusion  beard  hie  voice,  and  wild  uproar 
Stood  ruled,  stood  vaet  infinitude  confined; 
Till  at  his  second  bidding  darkness  fled, 
Ij^ht  shone,  and  order  irom  disorder  eprong : 
Swift  to  their  several  quarters  basted  then 
The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  air,  fire ; 
And  this  ethereal  quintessence '  ol  Heafen. 
Flew  upward,  spirited  with  various  forms. 
That  rolled  orbicular,  and  turned  to  stars 
Nnunberless,  as  thou  seest,  and  how  they  n 

a  circuit  w 

Look  downward  on  that  globe,  whose  hither  mde 
With  light  &om  hence,  though  but  reflected,  shines; 
That  place  ia  earth,  the  seat  of  man;  that  light 
His  day,  which  else,  as  the  other  hemisphere, 
N^bt  would  invade ;  but  there  the  neighbouring  moon 
[So  call  that  opposite  fair  star)  her  aid 
limely  interposes,  and  her  monthly  round 
Still  ending,  still  renewii^,'  through  mid  HeaTen, 
With  borrowed  l^bt  her  countenance  Diform 
Hence  fills  and  empties  te  enhghten  the  earth, 

'  The  four  elements  huted  to  their  qaarterg.  but  this  fifth  en«ii« 
flew  upnud.  It  Bhonld  be  "  this, "  as  it  ii  in  Milton's  own  editlsiii ; 
and  not  "  the  ethereal  quintessence,"  u  it  is  in  Bentlej'B,  FanWn'i, 
and  some  other  editions ;  lor  the  angel  who  spetks  is  In  the  nm,  sail 
therefore  ssys  "  this,"  u  Hie  enn  vis  a  part  of  this  ethereal  qiunt- 
essence.  And  this  QOtioQ  our  snthor  borrowed  from  Aristotle  lud 
others  of  the  ancient  philoaapherB,  who  supposed  thst,  besides  Iht 

essence,  ont  of  which  the  sUra  sad  heavens  were  formed,  ssl  iti 
B  was  orbicular. — Neielot 
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And  in  her  pale  dominion  checks  the  mght 
That  spot  tiD  which  I  point  is  Paradise, 
Adam's  abode,  those  lofty  shades  his  bower, 
TW  way  thou  canst  not  miss,  me  mine  requires." 
Thoa  said,  he  turned ;  and  Satan,  bowing  low, 
As  to  superior  ejiirils  is  woat  in  Heaven, 
Where  honour  due  and  reverence  none  neglecta, 
Took  leave,  and  toward  the  coast  oi  earth  beneath, 
Down  from  the  ecliptic,  sped  with  hoped  success, 
Throws  his  steep  flight  in  many  an  airy  wheel. 
Nor  stayed,  till  on  Niphates'  top  he  lights.  ^ 

lot  &r  from  the  spring  ot 
1  knowiedgB.     The  poet 
D  uiut  mumiumi,  dcuuuhb  it  bocdera  OD  Uesopolamu,  in 
at  jodicitms  dsscribsn  of  Psradiu  ptaca  it. — Him*. 
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SMan,  now  in  prospect  of  Eden,  and  nigh  tlie  place  where  he  must  now 
attempt  the  bold  enterprise  which  be  ondertook  alone  gainst  God 
and  man,  falls  into  many  donhts  with  himself,  and  raany  passions, 
fear,  envy,  and  despair :  bat  at  length  confirms  himself  in  eiil. 
jonmeys  on  to  Paradiae,  whose  ontward  prospect  and  situation  is 
described,  overleaps  the  bonnds,  sits  in  the  shape  of  a  cormorant  on 
the  tree  <k  life,  as  highest  in  the  garden,  to  look  about  bim.  The 
garden  described ;  Satan's  first  sight  of  Adam  and  Ere  ;  hia  wonder 
M  their  eicelleot  form  and  happy  elate,  but  witli  resulution  to  work 
their  fall ;  overhears  their  disconrse,  Ihence  gathers  that  the  tree  of 
knowled^  was  forbidden  them  to  eat  of,  nnder  penalty  of  deatli : 
andlhereoa  intends  to  fonnd  his  temptation,  by  seducing  them  lo 
transgress ;  then  leaves  them  a  while,  to  know  farther  of  their  slate 
by  some  other  means.  Meanwhile,  Uriel,  descending  on  a  sunbeam, 
wama  Gabriel,  who  had  in  chaise  the  gate  of  Paradiae,  that  sonic 
evil  spirit  had  escaped  the  deep,  and  passed  Mnooa  by  bia  sphere  in 
the  shape  of  a  good  angel  down  1c  Paradise,  discovered  after  by  hi9 
fliiions  gestOTEs  in  the  monot.  Gabriel  promises  lo  find  him  era 
momii^  Kight  coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve  discourse  of  going  to 
their  rest ;  their  bower  ditoribeii ;  their  evening  worship.  Oafrid 
drawing  finth  hia  bands  of  n^t-walch  to  walk  the  rouod  of 
Paradise,  appointa  two  strong  angels  to  Adam's  bower,  leat  the  evil 
spirit  shonld  be  there  doing  some  harm  to  Adam  or  Eve  sleepuig ; 
there  they  find  him  at  the  ear  uf  Eve,  temptii^  her  in  a  dream,  and 
brir^  him,  thoi^h  nnwilling,  to  Gabriel ;  hy  whom  questioned,  ha 
Bcornfoliy  answers,  prepares  resistance,  but,  hindered  by  a  aign  ttoJa 
Heaven,  flies  oat  of  Psndise. 

Oh  for  tiiat  warning  voice,  which  he  who  saw 
The  Apocalnise,  heard  cry  in  Heaven  aload. 
Then  when  ttie  dragon,  put  to  second  rout. 
Came  furious  down  to  he  revenged  on  men, 
'Woe  lo  the  inhahitantt  on  earth  !"^  that  now, 
While  time  waa,  oiu'  first  parents  had  been  warned 
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The  coming  of  their  secret  ibe.  and  'a^apf^d, 
Haply  so  'scaped  bia  mortal  snare :  for  now 
Satan,  now  first  inflamed  with  rage,  oAme  donn. 
The  tempter  ere  the  accuser'  of  mankind, 
To  wreak  on  innoceDt  frail  man  his  loss 
Of  that  first  battle,  and  his  flight  to  Hell : 
Yet  not  lejoiciDg  in  his  speed,  though  bold 
Far  off  and  fearless,  nor  with  cause  to  boost. 
Begins  his  dire  attempt ;  which,  nigh  the  birth. 
Now  rolling  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breast, 
And'like  a,  devilish  engine  back  recoils 
Upon  himself;  horror  and  doubt  distract 
pin  troubled  thouffhts,  and  from  the  bottom  stir 
The  Hell  within  hmi ;  for  within  him  Hell 
He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  Hell 
One  step  no  more  than  from  himself  can  fly- 
By  change  of  place ;  now  conscience  wakes  despair 
That  slumheteo,  wakes  the  hitter  memory 
Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  must  be 
Worse ;  of  worse  deeds  worse  sutferinga  must  ensue. 
Sometames  hiwards  Eden,  which  now  in  hts  view 
Lay  pleasant,  his  grieved  look  he  fls.es  sad ; 
Sometimes  towards  HeaTen,  and  the  full  blazing  sun. 
Which  now  sat  high  in  his  meridian  tower : ' 
Then  much  reTolving,  thus  in  sighs  began : 

"  0  thou,  that,  with  surpassing  glory  crowned,* 
IiOok'st  from  thy  sole  dominion,  lilto  the  god 
Of  this  new  world ;  at  whose  sight  all  the  slaxs 
Hide  their  diminished  hea^ ;  to  thee  I  call, 

1  Bct.  ni.  10. 

>  At  noon  tbe  mn  U  lifted  up  w  in  »  tower.  So  Spenser,  in  his 
tiBililUion  of  Vila's  Cnleit— 

"  The  Eery  snn  ttm  monnted  now  on  hight 
Up  lo  the  heaTeulj  toweiB."  — Richariimi. 

*  SaUn  being  now  within  prospect  of  Eden,  and  looking  round  npaa 
the  glories  of  the  Meaa™.  is  filled  wiai  aentimenis  dilferent  ttnm  those 
■hidi  he  discovered  while  be  naa  in  Hell,  Ths  place  Inspires  hint 
with  Uuraghts  more  adnptedtoit;  he  reflects  upon  tie  bappj  condi- 
tion &am  whence  he  fell,  and  breads  forth  inio  a  apeech  thatia  softened 
with  seveial  traneieat  touches  of  remoree  and  self  accusBtion  ■  bnt  si 
length  he  confirms  himeelf  in  impenitence,  and  in  his  design  of 
drawiDg  man  into  his  own  Btate  of  guilt  and  misery.  This  coofiict  of 
DsasioDs  is  raised  with  a  great  deal  of  ait,  as  the  opening  of  his  speech 
^  ■    reiyboldai'      "       ™'  •    ■      ' ^       - 
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But  with  no  (Kendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name, 

0  sun  I  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams. 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  irom  what  slate 

1  fell,  how  glorious  once  above  thy  aphere ; 
Tin  pride  and  worse  ambition  threw  me  down. 
Warring  in  Heaven  against  Heaven's  inatcUe:is  King: 
Ah,  wherefore  ?  he  deserved  no  such  return 

From  me,  whom  he  created  what  I  was 

In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 

Upbraided  none ;  nor  waa  his  service  hard. 

WhM  could  be  less  than  to  afford  him  praise. 

The  eaaest  recompense,  and  pay  him  tbanks? 

How  due  1  yet  all  his  good  proved  ill  in  me. 

And  wrought  but  malice ;  lifted  up  so  high 

I  sdeined'  subjection,  and  thought  one  step  higher 

Would  eet  roe  highest,  and  in  a  moment  quit 

The  debt  immense  of  endless  gratitude, 

So  burdensome  still  paying,  still  to  owe, 

Foixetful  what  from  him  I  still  received ; 

And  understood  not'  that  a  grateful  mind 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once 

Indebted  and  dischai^d ;  what  burden  then  ? 

Ob,  bad  his  powerful  destiny  ordained 

Ue  some  inierior  angel,  I  had  stood 

Then  happy ;  no  unbounded  hope  had  raised 

Ambition.     Yetwhynot?  some  other  power 

As  great  might  have  aspired,  and  me,  uiough  mean. 

Brawn  to  his  part ;  but  other  powers  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  stand  unshaken,  from  within 

Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  armed. 

Hodst  thou  the  same  bee  will  and  power  to  stand  ? 

Thou  hadst :  whom  haat  thou  then  or  what  to  accuse, 

But  Heaven's  free  love  dealt  equally  to  a^l  ? 

Be  tiien  his  love  accursed,  since  love  or  bate, 

To  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe. 

Nay,  cursed  be  thou ;  since  against  his  thy  wOl 

Chose  freely  what  it  now  bo  justly  rues. 

Me  miserable  I  which  way  anall  I  fly 

Inflnite  wrath  and  infinite  despair? 

Which  way  I  fly  ia  Hell ;  myself  am  Hell ; 

And  in  the  lowest  deep  a  lower  deep 

Still  threatening  to  devour  me  opens  wide, 

>  Digduned,  Ih>m  the  Italian  iikg»crt. 

'  This  ia  coimccted  with  "  1  aileined,"  in  1.  fiOl 
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To  whiob  the  Hell  I  sofi^  Beema  a  Heaven. 

Ofa,  then  at  last  relent:  is  there  no  place 

Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left? 

None  left  but  bj  eubmission ;  and  that  word 

Disdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  ahame 

Among  the  epirita  beneath,  wbom  I  seduced 

Witb  other  promises  and  other  raunta 

Than  to  submit,  boasting  I  could  subdue 

The  OmnipotenL    Ay  me  !  tbey  little  know 

How  dearly  I  abide  that  boast  so  vain, 

Under  wbat  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 

"While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  HelL 

With  diadem  and  sceptre  high  adranced, 

The  lower  etill  I  fall,  only  supreme 

In  misery;  such  joy  ambition  finds. 

But  say  I  could  repent,  and  could  obtain 

By  act  of  grace  my  former  state ;  how  soon 

Would  height  recall  high  thoughts,  how  soon  unsay 

"What  feigned  subniission  swore !  ease  would  recant 

Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  Toid. 

For  never  can  true  reconcilement  grow 

"Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierced  so  deep ; 

Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worse  relapse 

And  heavier  fall :  so  should  I  purchase  dear 

Short  intemiission  bought  with  double  smart 

This  knows  my  punisher;  therefore  fa  far 

From  granting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace : 

All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold  msteaa 

Of  us  outcast,  exiled,  bis  new  dehght, 

Mankind  created,  and  for  Tiim  this  world. 

So  &rewell  hope,  and  with  hope,  farewell  fear. 

Farewell  remorse ;  all  good  to  me  is  lost ; 

Evil,  be  thou  my  good ;  by  thee  at  least 

Divided  empire  with  Heaven's  King  1  hold. 

By  thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign ; 

As  laaa  ere  loi^  and  this  new  world  shall  know."' 

Thus  while  he  spake,  each  passion  dimmed  bis  foM^ 
Thrice  changed  with  pale  ire,  envy  and  despair ; 
Which  marred  his  borrowed  visage,  and  betrayed 
Him  counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld 
For  heavenly  minds  trom  such  distempers  foiU 
Are  ever  clear.    Whereof  he  soon  aware, 

^i.t.-bj  their  blL 
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Each  perturbatioo  gmoothed  with  outward  calm. 

Artificer  of  fraud ;  and  was  the  firet 

That  practiBeii  falsehood  under  saintly  show. 

Deep  malice  ta  conceal,  couched  with  revenge ; 

Yet  not  enough  had  practiBed  to  deceive 

Uriel  once  warned;  whose  eye  pursued  him  doim 

The  way  he  went,  and  on  the  Assyrian  mount' 

Saw  >iirn  disfigured,  more  than  could  hefall 

Spirit  of  happy  sort :  his  gestures  fierce 

He  marked  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone, 

Aa  he  supposed,  all  unohserved,  imeeen. 

So  on  he  fares,  and  to  the  horder  comes 

Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradise, 

Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  enclosure  green, 

As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champaif^  head 

Of  a  steep  wilderness,  whose  hairy  sides 

With  thicket  overgrown,  grotesque  and  wild. 

Access  denied ;  and  overhead  up  grew 

Insuperable  height  of  loftiest  shade. 

Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  hranching  palm, 

A  sylTan  scene,  and  as  tbe  ranks  ascend 

Shade  above  shade,  a  woody  theatre 

Of  stateliest  view.    Yet  higher  than  their  topii 

The  verdurous  wall  of  Paradise  up-sprung : 

"Which  to  our  general  sire  gave  prospect  larga 

Into  his  nether  empire  neighbouring  round. 

And  higher  than  that  wall  a  circling  row 

Of  goodliest  trees  leaden  with  fairest  fruity 

Blossoms  and  fruits  at  once,  of  golden  hue. 

Appeared,  with  gay  enamelled  colours  mixed  : 

On  which  the  sun  more  glad  impressed  his  beams 

Than  in  fair  evening  cloud,  or  himiid  bow. 

When  God  hath  showered  the  earth ;  so  lovely  seemed 

That  landscape ;  and  of  pure,  now  purer  air 

Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  inspires 

Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive 

All  sadness  but  despair :  now  gentle  gales. 

Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  dispense 

'Dr.  Benflej  reato  Armenian  moMnl;  but  Niphates  is  by  Plinj 
f«ck<med  betneeo  Armenia  and  ABSvria,  and  Ihereforfl  may  be  calied 
Ju^m.  It  is  plain  from  Milton's  account  of  the  situation  of  Eden, 
T.  aiO,  289.  that  Eden  was  in  AssjTia ;  and  it  is  plain  from  compuilg 
ilL  742  wiUl  It.  37,  tliat  Niphates  was  not  far  from  Eden ;  ao  tiat  Milum 
mnM  tuva  placed  it  in  A^jria,  at  leaat  on  the  bordeia  of  it. — Ptartt. 


Native  perfomeB,  and  wbuiper  whence  IIibt  stole 
Those  balmy  spoils.'    As  wheu  to  them  Who  sail 
Bejoad  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  aie  past 
Mozambic,  off  at  sea  north-east  winds  blow 
Sabean  odours  from  the  spicy  shore 
Of  Araby  the  Blest ;  with  such  delay 
Well  pleased  they  slack  their  course,  and  many  a  leogas 
Cheered  with  the  grateful  smell  old  Ocean  smiles : 
So  entertained  those  odorooH  sweets  the  fiend 
Who  came  their  bane,  though  with  them  better  pleased 
Than  Asmodeus'  with  the  fishy  fume. 
That  drOTe  him,  though,  enamoured,  firom  the  spouse 
Of  Tobit's  son,  and  with  a  vengeance  sent 
From  Media  post  to  Egypt,  there  fast  bound. 
Now  to  the  ascent  oi  that  steep  saYsge  hill 
Satan  had  journeyed  on,  pensive  and  slow; 
Sut  further  way  found  none,  so  thick  entwined, 
As  one  continued  brake,  the  undergrowth 
Of  shrubs  and  tangling  bushes  hadperplesed 
All  path  of  man  or  beast  that  passed '  mat  way : 
One  gate  there  only  was,  and  that  looked  east 
On  the  other  side :  which,  when  the  arch-felon  saw, 
Due  entrance  he  disdained,  and  in  contempt, 
At  one  alight  bound  h^h  overleaped  all  bound 
Of  hill  or  highest  wall,  and  sheer  within 
Lights  on  his  feet.    As  when  a  prowling  wolf. 
Whom  hunger  drives  to  seek  new  haunt  for  prey. 
Watching  where  shepherds  pen  their  flocks  at  eve 
In  hurdled  cotes  amid  the  field  secure. 
Leaps  o'er  the  fence  with  ease  into  the  fold : 
Or  as  a  thief  bent  to  unhoard  the  cash 


Tliat  breathes  upon  a 
SMtding  and  ^vug  od 


hank  of  riolets, 


•  AsmodeDB  waa  the  evil  ipirit,  enamonreJ  of  Sarah  the  danRhter  of 
Baguel,  whoee  serea  hnebaiidB  he  destroyed ;  but  after  that  she  was 
married  to  the  son  of  Tobit.  he  nas  driren  anaj  by  the  fumes  of  the 
heart  and  liret  of  a  &sh ;  "  the  -nUch  emell  »hen  tlie  eril  spirit  had 
Emelled,  he  fled  into  the  utmost  parts  of  Eimit,  and  l^e  angel  boimd 
hjm."     See  the  book  of  Tobit,  chap.  yiii—NiwIvi. 

'  i.  t.  that  would  have  passed.  So  in  613 — ''  So  seemed,"  i.  t.  would 
hne  teemed,  if  aii;  one  had  been  there  to  aee  him. 
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Of  Bome  rich  bni^her,  whose  substantial  doors. 

Cross-barred  and  bolted  fast,  fear  do  assault, 

la  at  tbe  window  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tiles : 

So  clomb  this  first  grand  thief  into  Ood's  fold ; 

So  since  into  his  church  lewd  hirelings  climb. 

Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life, 

The  middle  tree  and  highest  there  that  grew, 

Sat  like  a  cormorant ;  jet  not  true  life 

Thereby  regained,  but  sat  derising  death 

To  them  who  lived ;  nor  on  the  virtue  thought 

Of  that  life-giving  plant,  but  only  used 

For  prospect,  what,  well  used,  had  been  the  pledge 

Of  immortality.     So  little  knows 

Any,  but  God  alone,  to  value  right 

The  good  before  him.  but  perverts  best  things 

To  worst  abuse,  or  to  their  meanest  use. 

Beneath  him  with  new  wonder  now  he  views 

To  all  dehght  of  hiunan  sense  exposed 

In  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yea,  more, 

A  Heaven  on  earth :  for  blissful  Paradise 

Of  God  the  garden  was,  by  him  in  the  east 

Of  Eden  planted ;  Eden  stretched  her  line' 

From  Auran  eastward  to  the  royal  towers 

Of  great  Seleucia,  built  by  Grecian  kings, 

Or  where  the  sons  of  Eden  long  before 

Dwelt  in  Telassar:  in  this  pleasant  soil 

His  far  more  pleasant  garden  God  ordained; 

Out  of  the  fertile  groimd  he  caused  to  grow 

All  trees  of  noblest  kind  for  sight,  smell,  taste ; 

And  all  amid  them  stood  the  tree  of  life, 

High  eminent,  blooming  ambrosial  fruit 

Of  vegetable  gold;  and  nest  to  life. 

Our  death,  the  tree  of  knowledge,  grew  fast  by, 

•  This  proyinoe  (in  which  the  lerreatrial  Paradise  vaa  plaoW) 
ertended  from  "  AnrBn,"  or  Haran,  or  Charrso,  or  ChBme,  n  city  of 
MesopotamiB  near  the  livei  Euphrates,  eilended.  I  aa;,  from  thence 
eastward  to  "  Seleucia,"  a  city  built  by  Selenons,  one  of  the  Bnocessore 
of  Aleuoider  the  Great,  open  the  river  TiKris.  Or,  in  other  words, 
this  province  was  the  same,  where  the  children  of  Eden  dwelt  in 
"  Telassar"  (aa  Isaiah  says.  chap.  mvii.  12),  which  "  Teliaaar,"  or 
Talalha,  waa  a  province  and  a  city  of  the  children  of  Eden,  placed  by 
Ftolemj'  in  Babylonia,  upon  the  common  stream  uf  Tigris  and 
Enphratea.  See  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  ChronoL  p.  375.  So  that  oor 
■uuior  places  Eden,  agreeably  to  the  accounts  in  Scdptnre.  somewbei* 
in  Hesopotamia, — Newlan. 


Knowledge  of  good,  bought  dear  b^  knonlng  ilL 
Southward  through  Eden  went  a  river'  larae. 
tfar  changed  bis  course,  but  through  the  shaggy  hill 
Passed  imdemeath  engulfed ;  for  God  hs.d  thrown 
That  mountain  as  his  garden  mould  high  rused 
Upon  the  rapid  current,  which  through  veinH 
Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirst  up-drawn, 

"  i-   ...     f-      ...: .■<       —       .  ^  j^ 

Do-wn  the  steep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  flood, 

VThich  from  his  darksome  passage  now  appears. 

And  now  divided  into  four  main  streams,' 

Runs  diverse,  wandering  many  a  famous  realm 

And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account ; 

But  rather  to  t«ll  how,  if  art  could  tell, 

Ho^?  from  that  sapphire  fount  the  crisped  hrooks. 

Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  sands  of  gold, 

With  mazy  error  under  pendent  shades 

Ran  nectar,  visiting  each  plant,  and  fed 

Flowera  worthy  of  Paradise,  which  not  nice  art 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 

Poured  foi-th  profuse  on  hOl,  and  dale,  and  plain, 

Both  where  the  morning  sun  first  warmly  smote 

The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierced  shade 

Embrowned  the  noontide  bowers ;  thus  was  this  place 

A  happy  mral  seat  of  various  view ; 

Groves  whose  rich  ti'ees  wept  odorous  gums  and  balm, 

1  Probsbly  the  mer  ftiniicd  b;  the  juncticm  of  (lie  Eapbrale*  md 
Tigris,  whidl  ftowa  muiltieard. 

*  Tbie  is  grounded  apon  the  worda  of  Uoees.  Gen.  ii,  10 : — "  And 
•  river  weot  out  of  Eden  Co  nater  the  ^rdeo,  aad  from  Ibence  it  was 
parted,  and  became  into  tour  hcade,"    Noir  Uio  moat  prohsble  accoutit 

tlist  iralered  the  garden  of  Eden  nae,  aa  we  think,  Ibe  riTer  fotmed  by 
the  jDnction  of  EuphraWa  and  Tigris ;  and  thia  riser  was  parted  inlo 
four  other  main  Btreams  or  riyera;  two  above  the  garden,  namely, 
Enphralea  and  Tigria  before  they  are  joined,  and  two  below  the 
gaixlen,  namely.  Euphrates  and  Ti^iris  a^r  they  are  parted  acain;  for 
EnphiBtee  and  Tigris  the  j  were  atill  called  by  the  Greeks  and  Romana, 
thimgh  in  the  dma  ofMoaea  thev  were  named  Fison  and  Qihon.  Ooi 
poet  eipieffiea  it  ae  if  the  ricer  had  bees  parted  into  four  other  rivei* 
below  the  garden ;  but  there  ia  no  beiog  certain  of  theae  particulars; 
and  Milton,  sensible  of  the  great  nncertaint^  of  them,  wisely  avoida 
pving  any  farther  description  of  the  oountrieg  through  whieh  tha 
rireiB  flowed,  and  aaya  in  the  geoend  that  no  account  needs  to  b* 
gLven  of  Uiem  heie,-^^«cf  an. 
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Othera  whose  fimit  bumiBhed  with  golden  rind. 

Hang  amiable  (Hesperian  fahles  true. 

If  true,  here  only),  and  of  delicioua  titste,' 

Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flocks 

OrHzing  the  tender  herb,  were  iotetposed. 

Or  paJmy  hillock;  or  the  floweiy  lap 

Of  some  irriguonS'  valle;  spread  her  store. 

Flowers  of  aB  hue,  and  witiiout  thorn  the  rose. 

Another  side,  umbrageous  grcts  and  caTes 

Of  cool  recess,  o'er  which  the  mantling  vine 

Lays  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  genuj  creeps 

Lusuriant ;  meanwhile  murmuring  waters  fall 

Down  the  dope  bills,  dispersed,  or  in  a  lake,'  ' 

That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  mvrtle  crowned 

Her  crystal  mirror  holds,  nnite  their  streams. 

The  birds  their  quire  applj;  airs,  vernal  airs, 

Breathing  the  smell  of  field  and  grove,  attune 

The  Cremoling  leaves,  while  universal  Pan,^ 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance. 

Led  on  the  eternal  Spring.     Not  that  fair  field 

Of  Enna,  where  Proserpine  gathering  flowers, 

Herself  a  fairer  flower,  Dj  gloomy  Dia* 

Was  gathered,  whidi  cost  Ceres  all  that  pain 

To  seek  her  through  the  world;  nor  that  sweet  grove 

Of  Daphne  by  Orontes,  and  the  inspired 

Castahan  sprmg,  might  with  this  Paradise 

'  I  have  brscketed  these  words,  with  Pesrce. 
1  Well  watered,  fall  of  Bpriaga  and  lilla. 

*  He  makes  the  laie,  we  may  observe,  a  persoD,  as  Homer  does  tbe 
riTer  Scamander  and  Viigil  the  Tiber ;  and  Milton  Hmself  makes  > 
person  of  the  river  of  bUas,  and  a  female  person  too,  iiL  359,  as  he 
does  here  of  the  lake.  This  lanffaa^e  is  certainly  more  poetical;  and 
1  suppose  he  thought  "her  oryslBj  mirror"  sounded  grooother  and 
better  than  "ita  crystal  mirror,"  or  even   "hia  cryatAl  mirror."—' 

*  While  aniversil  nature,  linked  with  the  graceful  aeaaons,  danceJ 
a  perpetual  round,  and  throaghont  the  earth,  yet  uapollated,  led 
eternal  spring.  All  the  poets  favour  the  opinion  of  Iha  world's  crei- 
tion  in  the  spring,  Virg,  Georg.  ii.  838: — 

"  Ver  illud  erat,  ler  magaos  agebaL" 
And  Homer  joijas  both  the  Graces  and  Hours  hand-in-hand  with  Har- 
mony, Youth,  and  Veuaa,  in  hia  hymn  to  Apollo.— Huma. 

The  Audents  perBoni«d  everything.  "Pan"  is  nature,  tbe 
"  Qracea"  are  the  beautiful  seaeonB.  and  the  "  Hoius"  are  the  tilni 
requisite  tor  the  production  and  peifaotion  of  things. — JUttutrikaii, 

I  Pluto. 
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OfEden  atrive;  nor  that  NjBeian  isle 

Girt  with  the  river  Triton,  where  old  Cham, 

Whom  Gentilee  Ammon  call,  and  Lybiau  Jore, 

Hid  Amalthea  and  her  florid  eon, 

Young  Bacchus,  from  hia  stepdame  Bhea'B  eye ; 

Nor  where  Ahassin  kings  then  isBiie  guard, 

Mount  Amara,  though  this  hy  some  supposed 

True  Paradise,  under  the  Ethiop  line. 

By  Nilus'  head,  enclosed  with  shining  rock, 

A  whole  day's  journey  high,  but  wide  remote 

From  this  Asayrian  garden,  where  the  Bend 

Saw  iiadelighted  all  delight,  all  kind 

Of  living  creatures,  new  to  sight,  and  strange. 

Two  of  far  nobler  shape,  erect  and  tall, 

Godlike  erect,  with  native  honour  clad. 

Id  naked  majesty,  seemed  loi'da  of  all. 

And  worthy  seemed ;  for  in  their  looks  divine 

The  image  of  their  glorious  Uaker  shone ; 

Trath,  wisdom,  sanctitiide  severe  and  pure 

(Severe,  but  in  true  filial  freedom  placed). 

Whence  true  autliority  in  men ;  though  both 

Hote^ual,  as  their  sex  not  equal  seemed; 

For  contemplation  he  and  vsJour  formed ; 

For  aoftnesa  she,  and  sweet  attractive  grace ; 

He  for  God  only,  she  for  God  in  him ; 

His  fair  large  front,  and  eye  sublime,  declared 

Ahsolnte  rule ;  and  hyacinthine'  locks 

Bound  &om  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 

OoBtering,  but  not  beneath  hia  shoulders  broad : 

She,  as  a  veil,  down  to  the  slender  waist 

Her  unadorned  golden  tresses  wore 

Didievelled,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  waved, 

Aa  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils,  which  implied 

Subjection,  but  required  with  gentle  sway, 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  best  received, 

Tielded  with  coy  submissioD,  modest  pride. 

And  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay. 

Not  those  mysterious  parts  were  then  concealed , 

Then  was  not  guilty  uiame :  dishonest  shame 

Of  nature's  wofts,  honour  dishonoorable, 

Bin-hred,  how  have  je  troubled  all  mankind 

With  shows  instead,  mere  shows  of  seeming  piue. 

And  bamshed  from  man's  life  his  happiest  life, 

>  i.  I.  d&rk  porplf-brom. 


^.iooglc 


they  naked  on,  nor  ahunned 
The  Bight  of  God  or  angel,  for  they  thought  no  ill : 
So  hand  in  liand  they  pasaed,  the  loyeliest  pair 
That  ever  since  in  love  e  emhraces  met ; 
Adam,  the  goodliest  man  of  men  since  bom ' 
His  sons ;  uie  fairest  of  her  daughters  Eve. 
Under  a  tuft  of  shade  that  on  a  green 
Stood  whispering  soft,  by  a  fresh  fountain  side 
They  sat  them  down ;  and  after  no  more  toil 
Of  their  sweet  gardening  labour  than  sufficed 
To  locommend  cool  zephyr,  and  made  ease 
Moi-e  easy,  wholesome  thirst  and  appetite 
More  grateful,  to  their  supper  fniits  they  fell ; 
Nectarine  fruits,  which  the  compliant  houghs 
Yielded  them ;  sidelonc  as  they  sat  recline 
On  the  soft  downy  bant  damasked  with  flowers : 
The  savory  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind 
Still  as  they  thirsted  scoop  the  brimming  stream: 
Nor  gentle  purpose,*  nor  endearing  smiles 
Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance  as  beseema 
Fair  couple,  linked  in  happy  nuptial  league. 
Alone  as  they.     About  them  frisking  played 
All  beasts  of  the  earth,  since  wild,  and  ol  all  chase 
In  wood  or  wddemess,  forest  or  den ; 
Sporting  the  lion  ramped,  and  in  his  paw 
Dandled  the  kid;  hears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 
Gambolled  before  them ;  the  unwieldy  elephant. 
To  make  them  mirth,  used  all  his  might,  and  wreathed 
His  lithe'  proboscis;  close  the  serpent*  sly 
Insinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 

>  This  lUBimar  of  eipiession  ie  borrowed  from  the  Gnek  laDgna^^, 
In  -wliioli  ve  End  sotoetimea  the  BuperUtivB  degree  uBsd  instead  of  ilie 
compuativa.  The  meaning  therefore  ie.  that  Adam  iraa  a  goodiiec 
msn  than  any  of  his  Bona,  &nd  Eve  £iurer  than  her  daughters.  So 
Achilles  is  said  to  have  been  iIicv/tDpurarac  oXXwv,  Jliad,  L  003;  that 
is,  more  short-lived  than  oiliere. —  anion. 

s  From  Spenser,  F.  Q.  iiL  8, 11  :— 

"  He  'gan  make  gentle  porpose  to  Ms  dame." — Thgir. 

■  Lissom,  fleiible. 

*  We  may  observe  that  the  poet  ia  larger  in  the  desoription  of  the 
■erpent  than  of  any  of  the  other  animals;  and  vei?  judiciouslj,  as  he 
ia  aftenrarda  made  the  instmment  of  so  maeh  mischief ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  au  intimation  is  given  "of  his  fatal  guile,"  to  prepare  the 
nadei  fbi  iriiat  follows. — NiuIok, 
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Hi"  braided  train,  and  of  his  fatAl  guile 
Gave  proof  unheeded  ;  others  on  the  grass 
Couched,  and  now  filled  with  pasture  gazing  sat. 
Or  bedwaid  ruminating;  for  the  Bun, 
Declined,  waa  hasting  now  with  prone  career 
To  the  ocean  isles,'  and  in  the  ascending  scale 
Of  Hcaren,  the  stars  that  usher  evening  rose ; 
When  Satan,  still  in  gaze,  as  first  he  stood, 
Scaj-ce  thus  at  length  failed  speech  recovered  sad : 
"  O  Hell !  what  do  mine  eves  with  grief  heboid  I 
Into  our  room  of  bliss  thus  high  advanced 
Creaiures  of  other  mould,  earth-bom,  perhaps. 
Not  epirits,  yet  to  heavenly  spirits  bright 
IJttle  inferior ;  whom  my  thoi^hts  pursue 
With  wooder,  and  could  love,  so  lively  shines 
In  them  divine  resemblance,  and  such  grace 
The  band  that  formed  them  on  their  shape  hath  poured. 
Ah  1  gentle  pajr,  ye  little  think  how  nigh 
YoviT  change  approaches,  when  all  these  delights 
Will  vanish,  and  deliver  ye  to  woe. 
More  woe,  the  more  your  taste  is  now  of  joy; 
Happy,  but  for  so  happy  ill  secured 
Long  to  continue,  and  this  high  seat,  your  heaven, 
111  fenced  for  Heaven  to  keep  out  euch  a  foe 
Ab  now  is  entered;  yet  no'purposed  foe 
To  you,  whom  1  could  pity  thus  forlorn. 
Though  I  unpitied :  league  with  you  I  seek, 
And  mutual  amitf  so  strait,  so  close. 
That  I  with  you  must  dwell,  or  you  with  me 
Henceforth ;  my  dwelling  haply  may  not  please, 
T-ilca  this  fair  Paradise,  your  sense  ;  yet  such 
Accept  your  Maker's  work ;  he  gave  it  me. 
Which  I  as  freely  give :  Hell  shall  unfold 

'  The  islands  in  the  WeBtam  Ocesn ;  fiir 


of  it  ttuu,  vaA  an  ancient  poetic  noti 
phiaaeology  of  poetrj.    "  ■-  ■  --  -  - 


come  part  of  the  phiaaeology  of  poetrj.  ^ 

of  Hemven."    Tlie  " balance  "  of  Reaven.or Libra,  is  one  ofthe  twelve 

■igDS ;  and  when  the  sun  is  in  th&t  sign,  as  be  ie  at  fke  antumnal 

equinox,  the  daya  and  nights  are  eqnal,  ae  if  weighed  in  s  holance  .— 

"  Libra  diei  eomnique  pires  obi  ffecerit  horas." 

Virg.  Georg.  i.  208. 
And  man  hence  our  author  aeems  «n  have  borrowed  hi?  metaphor  of 
the  "^  Kales'*  of  Heaven,  weighing  night  and  daj,  the  one  aaooDdijg 


To  entertain  you  two,  her  widest  gate*. 
And  send  forth  all  her  kings ;  there  will  he  room. 
Not  like  these  narrow  limits,  to  receive 
Your  numerous  ofisprinf; ;  if  no  betXer  place, 
Thank  him  who  puts  me  loth  to  this  jsvenge 
On  jou  who  wrong  me  not  for  him  who  wronged. 
And  should  I  at  y ottr  hannless  Innocenee 
Uelt,  as  I  do,  jet  pabho  reason  just, 
HonoDT  and  empire,  with  revenge  enlarged. 
By  conquering  thia  new  wtH'ld,  compels  me  now 
To  do  wnat  else,  though  damned,  I  should  abhor." 

So  spake  the  fiend,  and  with  necessit;. 
The  tyrant's  plea,  excused  his  devilish  deeds. 
Then  from  hia  lofty  stand  on  that  high  tree 
Down  he  alights  among  the  sportful  herd 
Of  those  four-footed  kinds,  himself  now  one. 
Now  other,  as  tbeir  shape  served  best  his  end 
Kearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  uneapied 
To  mark  what  of  their  atale  he  more  might  learn 
By  word  or  action  marked:  about  them  round 
A  hou.  now  he  stalks  with  fiery  glare ; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  bath  spied 
In  some  purlieu  two  gentle  &wns  at  play. 
Straight  couches  close,  then  rising  changM  oft 
His  couchant  watch,  as  otie  who  chose  Ms  groond. 
Whence  rushing  he  might  surest  seize  them  both. 
Griped  in  each  paw;  when  Adam,  first  of  men, 
To  first  of  women.  Eve,  thus  moving  speech, 
Turned  him,  all  ear  to  hear  new  utterance  flow : 

"  Sole  partner,  and  sole  part  of  all  these  joys. 
Dearer  thyself  than  all ;  needs  must  the  Power 
That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  world. 
Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 
As  liberal  and  free  as  infinite ; 
That  raised  us  from  the  dust  and  placed  us  here 
In  alt  this  happiness,  who  at  his  hand 
Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 
Aught  whereof  he  hath  need,  he  who  requires 
From  ua  no  other  service  than  to  keep 
This  one,  this  easy  charge,  of  all  the  trees 
In  Paradise  that  bear  delicious  fruit 
So  various,  not  to  taste  that  only  tree 
Of  knowledge,  planted  by  the  tree  of  life; 
°o  near  grows  death  to  hfe,  whate'er  deadi  ia, 
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Some  dreadiiil  thing,  no  doubt ;  for  weU  thou  knowest 
God  hatb  pronounced  it  deati  to  taste  that  tree, 
The  ouXy  sign  of  our  obedience  left 
Among  so  many  idgns  of  power  and  rule 
Conferred  upon  us,  aitd  dominion  given 
Over  all  otJier  oreatures  that  possess 
Bartii,  air,  and  sea.    Then  let  ub  not  think  haid 
One  easy  prohibition,  who  enjoy 
Free  leave  so  large  to  all  things  else,  and  oiuAw 
Unlimited  of  maiiifold  delights: 
But  let  U3  ever  praise  him,  and  eatol 
His  tounty,  following  our  delightful  task, 
To  prune  these  growing  plants,  and  tend  these  flowera 
Which  were  it  toiiaome,  yet  with  thee  were  sweeL" 
To  whom  thus  Eve  replied :  "  0  thou  for  whom 
And  from  whom  I  wbs  fonned,  flesh  of  thy  flesh, 
And  mthout  whom  am  to  no  end,  my  guide 
And  bead,  what  thou  ha^  said  is  just  and  right 
For  w^e  to  him  indeed  all  praises  owe. 
And  daily  thanks;  1  GMefly,  who  eaiov 
o«  r»— 4-v..  u...»;^- 1^1. -_._-.      .1      •'  * 


Ldke  consort  to  thyself  canst  no  where  find. 
That  day  I  oft  remember,'  wheu  from  sleep 
I  first  awaked,'  and  found  myself  reposed 
tinder  a  shade  on  flowers,  much  wondering  where 
And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought  and  how 
Not  distant  far  from  thence  a  murmuring  sound 
Of  waters  issued  from  a  cave,  and  spi^ad 
Into  a  liquid  plain,  tlien  stood  unmoved 
Pure  as  the  expanse  of  Heaven ;  I  thither  went 
With  unexperienced  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 
Smooth  lake,  that  to  ms  seemed  another  sky. 
As  I  bent  down  to  look,  just  opposite 

'  From  this,  aa  well  as  aoveral  other  pusagea  in  the  p«em.  it  sp. 
para  that  llie  poet  supposes  Adam  snd  Eve  to  hsva  beea  oraaled,  and 
"^i""-.  ^"*°J'^^'"'^"*^™*«'™«*l'e*'aU-  See  ir.  689, 680 
7ia.  T.  81,  *c.— JtfMtan.  TbB  Rabbins,  andsomeof  the  faUien  oil  the 
tontnrr,  believed  that  the  Fall  happened  on  the  very  daj  Adam  and 
Eve  were  created.     See  "Dnitersal  Ancient  History,"  t.  l  p.  121, 

>  As  death  is  often 
may  weU  be  likened 
Igaie,  -vili.  203. — Ntmi 
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A  shape  within  the  wateir  gleam  appeared, 
Bendmg  to  look  on  me ;  I  started  back. 
It  started  back ;  but  pleased  I  soon  returned, 
Pleased  it  returned  as  soon  with  answering  looks 
Of  qimpath^  and  love ;  there  I  had  fixed 
Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pined  with  vain  desire, 
Had  not  a  voice  thus  warned  me :  '  What  thou  aeest^ 
What  there  thou  seest,  fair  creature,  is  thyself; 
With  Ihee  it  came  and  Koes :  bnt  follow  me, 
And  I  will  hrii^  thee  where  no  shadow  stays 
Thy  coming,  and  thy  soft  emhraces,  he 
Whose  image  thou  art ;  him  thou  ehalt  enjoy 
Inseparably  thine,  to  him  shalt  bear 
Multitudes  Uke  thyself,  and  thence  be  called 
Mother  of  human  race.'     What  could  I  do. 
But  ibllow  straight,  invisibly  thus  led? 
Till  I  espied  thee,  fair  indeed,  and  tall. 
Under  a  plantain;  yet  methought  less &ir. 
Lest  winning  soft,  less  amiably  mild. 
Than  that  smooth  watery  image ;  back  I  turned ; 
Thou  following  criedst  ajoud,  '  Betum,  fair  Eve, 
Whom  fliest  thou?  whom  thou  fliest,  of  him  thou  art; 
His  fiesh,  his  bone ;  to  give  thee  being  I  lent 
Out  of  my  side  to  thee,  nearest  my  heart. 
Substantial  Ufe,  to  have  thee  by  my  side 
Henceforth  an  individual  solace  dear ; 
Part  of  my  soul  I  seek  thee,  and  thee  claim 
My  other  half.'    With  that  thy  gentle  hand 
.  Seized  mine ;  X  yielded,  and  &om  that  time  see 
How  beauty  is  excelled  by  manly  grace 
And  wisdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair." 

So  spake  our  general  mother,  and  with  eyea 
Of  conjugal  attraction  unreproved. 
And  meek  surrender,  hBlf-^mbracing  leaned 
On  orn-  first  father ;  half  her  swelling  breast 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gola 
Of  her  loose  tresses  bid :  he  in  defight 
Both  of  her  beauty  and  submissive  charms 
Smiled  with  superior  love,  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  smiles,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  ^ed  May  flowers;  and  pressed  her  matron'  lip 
With  kisses  pure ;  aside  the  devil  turned 

I  Denoting  the  Iswfiilusu  of  Ouar  hne. 
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For  envy,  yet  with  jealoua  leer  malign 

£jed  them  askance,  and  to  himself  thus  'plained : 

"  Sight  hateful,  sight  tormenting  1  thus  these  two, 
ImpamdiBed*  in  one  another'a  onus, 
The  happier  Eden,  shall  enjor  their  fill 
Of  blisa  on  bliss ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thrust, 
Wliere  *  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  deaare, 
AmoDg  our  other  torments  not  the  least. 
Still  imfalfiUed  with  pain  of  longing  pines. 
Yet  let  me  not  forget  what  I  hare  gained 
From  their  own  mouths :  all  is  not  theirs,  it  seems; 
One  fatal  tree  there  stands,  of  knowledge  called, 
Forbidden  them  to  taste:  knowledge  forbidden? 
Suspicious,  reasonless.     Why  should  their  Lord 
Envy  them  that?    Can  it  be  sin  to  know? 
Can  it  be  death  ?    And  do  they  only  stand 
Bj  ignorance  ?    Is  that  their  happy  etat«, 
The  proof  of  their  obedience  and  ^eir  faith  f 
Oh,  lair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 
Their  ruin  1    Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 
Wifli  more  desire  to  know,  end  to  reject 
Enrious  commands,  invented  with  design 
To  keep  them  low  whom  knowledge  m^ht  exalt 
Eqoal  with  gods :  aspiring  to  be  such, 
Tliey  taste  and  die :  what  likelier  can  ensne  ? 
But  first  with  narrow  search  I  must  walk  round 
This  garden,  and  no  comer  leave  unspied ; 
A  chance  but  chance*  may  lead  where  I  may  meet 
Some  wandering  spirit  of  Heaven  by  fountam  side. 
Or  in  thick  shade  retired,  from  him  to  draw 
What  fiirther  would  be  learned.    live  wbile  ye  may, 
Tet  happy  pair;  enjoy,  till  I  return, 
^ort  pleasures,  for  long  woes  are  to  succeed." 

So  savii^,  his  proud  step  he  scornful  turned. 
But  witD  sly  circumspection,  and  began 
Through  wood,  through  waste,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale,  his  roaia 
Meanwhile  in  utmost  longitude,  where  Heaven 
With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  setting  son 


'  Bdillcj  qnDtH  an  example  of  this  word  from  Sir  Philip  Sidnej'i 
'AmdiB,"  p.  109.    '*  This  Impamdia&J  Deighbonrhood." 

'  i.  (.  -whew  there  is. 

>Adb^reeable  jingle  of  words.  It  has  bean  compared  widi  tba 
/Mi  .MuH  of  Latin  uithars. 
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Slowlj  descended,'  and  with  r^ht  tifpect 

Against  the  eastern  ^te  of  Paiadise 

LeveUed  his  evening  rajs:  it  weis  a  rook 

Of  alabaster,  piled  up  to  &e  clouds, 

Conspicuous  far,  winding  with  one  ascent 

Accessible  from  earth,  one  entrance  liigh; 

The  rest  was  cragg;  cliff,  that  overhung 

Still  as  it  rose,  impossible  to  climb. 

Betwixt  these  rocfiy  pillars  Gabriel*  sat. 

Chief  of  the  angelic  guards,  awaiting  night; 

About  him  exercised  heroto  games 

The  unanned  joutli  of  Heaven,  but,  nigh  at  hand. 

Celestial  armoury,  shields,  helms,  and  spears, 

Hung  high  with  diamond  fiaming,  and  with  gold. 

Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  evetf 

On  a  sunbeam,  swift  as  a  shooting  star* 

In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapours  fired 

Impress  the  air,  and  shows  the  mariner 

'  BenUey  objects  to  Hub  verae,  uid  reads  "had  low  deaoendea," 
becanse  the  eon  passes  equal  spaces  ia  equal  thues.  This  is  true  (as 
Pearce  replies)  in  philosopliy,  but  in  poelrj  it  is  usual  to  represent  il 
otherwisf.  But  I  have  a  slroiiger  objectiini  to  this  verse,  which  is,  that 
it  seems  Id  aoDDBdict  what  is  said  betbre,  ret.  803  :— 


and,  to  recoBoile  them,  I  think  we  mtut  read,  "  had  low  descended."  I 
or  wh^a  "lowly  descended,"  or  andermaiid  it  as  Dr.  Pearce  ei- 
plauiBlt,  that  the  son  descended  "BlowlT"at  this  lime,  because  Uriel. 
Its  angel,  came  on  a  sunbeam  to  Farsdise,  and  was  bj  letoni  on  the 
same  beam ;  which  he  could  not  well  hare  done,  if  the  sun  had  moved  | 
on  with  its  usualrapidity  of  course. — Netetim-  There  is  no  discTcpam:^, 
if  we  recollect  thab  ^e  nearer  the  aun  descends  to  l^e  korizon,  iha 
mme  slowly  it  seems  to  fade  ttom  the  tiew. 

'  One  of  the  archangels  sent  to  show  Daniel  the  risian  of  the  taat 
monsTohiea  and  1h&  seventy  weeks,  Dan.  riL  and  ii-.  aiid  to  tJie  Virgin 
Uar;  to  rereal  the  incarnation  of  our  Sariour,  Lnke  1  His  name  in 
the  Hebrew  aignifles  "  the  man  of  Ood,"  or  "  the  etrength  and  pouer 
of  God  ;"  weU,  by  onrauthor,  poBtod  as  cliief  of  the  angelia  gnaida 
placed  about  Paradise,— Hiuk.  j 

^  1. 1.  through  that  part  of  the  heaveDs,  wbere  it  was  then  evemng, 
<  Homer,  in  lilie  mamier,  compaies  Minerva's  deseent  ftom  heaven    ! 
ti>  a  ehooting  star,  Iliad,  iv.  74,  whieh  Pope  untortaaately  translates  t 

"  Like  the  red  comet,  ftom  Saturnius  sent, 
To  fMght  the  nationa  with  a  dire  portent 
(A  fttal  sign  to  aimiea  in  the  plain. 
As  trembtuig  sailun  on  the  wmtr7  m^)," 
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From  what  point  of  his  compass  to  beware 
Impetnoua  winds ;  he  thus  begaa  in  haats : 

"  Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  course  by  lot  hath  given 
Charge  and  strict  watcn,  that  to  this  happy  plac« 
No  evil  thing  approach  or  enter  in. 
This  daj  at  height  of  noon  came  to  my  sphere 
A  spirit,  zealous,  as  he  seemed,  to  know 


Bent  sU  on  Epeed.  and  marked  his  airy  gait ; 
But  in  the  mount  that  lies  fl^m  Eden  north, 
Whei«  he  first  lighted,  soon  discerned  his  looks 
Alien  from  Heaven,  with  passions  foul  obscured: 
Mine  eye  pursued  him  stiJl,  but  under  shade 
Lost  sight  of  him :  one  of  the  banished  crew, 
1  fear,  hath  ventured  from  the  deep,  to  raise 
New  troubles ;  him  thy  care  must  be  to  find." 
To  whom  the  winged  warrior  thus  returned : 
"  Uriel,  no  wonder  u  thy  perfect  sight. 
Amid  the  eun's  bright  circle  where  thou  sitt'st. 
See  far  and  wide  :  in  at  this  gate  none  pass 
The  vigilance  here  placed,  but  such  as  come 
Welllmown  from  Heaven;  and  since  meridian  hour 
No  creature  theoce :  if  spirit  of  other  sort. 
So  minded,  have  o'erleaped  these  earttiy  bounds 
On  purpose,  hard  thou  knowest  it  to  exclude 
Spiritual  substance  with  corporeal  bar. 
But  if  within  the  ciroult  of  these  walks, 

The  fall  of  PhBetoa  is  illnstcsted  bj  tlifl  same  compBrison  Lj  Orfd, 


Shot  from  the  chuiot  like  a  faUing  star, 
That  in  ti  anmroer'a  evening  from  the  lop 
Of  Heaven  drops  doini.  or  Beeme  at  least  to  drop." 

ITilUnidda  tliat  this  Eboodne  star  "thnarts"  or  crosses  the  night 

At  iint  of  Eumm»,  nhen  the  capouiB  taking  fire  made  violent  Im- 
pnmona  and  agitatiooB  in  the  a.ir.  and  they  usi^y  portend  tempeatu. 
"oiweuher,  aa  Virgil  himself  has  noted  long  ago,  Georg.  1.  885: — 
"  And  oft  before  tempestaous  winds  arise. 
The  seeming  glitrs  fall  headlong  from  the  eMcs  ; 
And.  shooting  through  the  darkness,  gild  the  aight 
Wilh  nieepiiig  glories  and  long  Inula  of  light." 


<  ".oogic 
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In  wliateoever  shape  he  luik,  of  whom 

Thou  tell'st.  by  morrow  d&wmng  I  ehall  know." 

So  promised  he;  and  Uriel  to  hia  charge 
Betomed  on  that  bright  beam,  whoee  point  now  raised 
Bore  him  alope  downward  to  the  eon,  now  faliea 
Beneath  the  Azores;  whether  the  prime  orb, 
Incredible  how  swift,  had  thither  rolled 
Diurnal,  or  this  leas  Tolubil  earth, 
By  shorter  flight  to  the  east.'  had  left  him  there 
Arraying  with  reflected  purple  and  gold 
The  clouds  that  on  his  western  throne  attend 

Now  came  still  evening  on,'  and  twilight  gray 
Had  in.  her  sober  li-rery  idl  things  clad ; 
Sflence  accompanied;  for  beast  and  biid, 
They  to  their  grassy  couch,  these  to  their  nests 
Were  slunk,  all  but  the  wakel'ul  nightingale  ;- 
She  all  night  long  her  amorous  descant  sung; 
Silence  was  pleased :  now  glowed  the  firmament 
With  living  sapphires :  Hesperus,  that  led 
The  starry  host,  rode  brightest,  till  the  moon, 
Rising  in  clouded  majesty,  at  length, 
Apparent  queen,  unveiled  her  peerless  light, 
And  o'er  the  dark  her  silver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Eve  1  "Fair  consort,  the  hour 
Of  night,  and  al!  things  now  retired  t«  rest. 
Mind  us  of  light  repose ;  since  Ood  hath  set 
Labour  and  rest,  as  day  and  night,  to  men 
8'iccesBive ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  sleep. 
Now  falling  with  soft  slumbrous  weight,  inclines 
Our  eyelids;'  other  creatures  all  day  long 

npoa  iU  onn  mis,  aocordiug  u  the  Bjsum  of  Copemicna,  tbaa  for  Ibe 

the  system  of  Ptolemj."— Wmuloii. 

1  Thiaia  the  flr^  eveDing  in  tbe  poem;  for  the  actiOQ  of  Uie  pre- 
oediiig  books  IjiDg  out  of  the  splieFe  of  the  sdu,  the  tiine  could  not  k 
computed.  "When  SiLtan  came  first  to  the  earth,  and  made  that  famous 
soliloquy  St  Hie  hegmning  of  this  book,  the  sua  was  "high  in  his 
meridian  tower;"  and  this  ia  the  evening  of  that  daj;  and  anrelj 
thete  never  iras  a  finer  evening;  irorda  cannot  fuminh  ontamon 
lovely  degcription."-N™(m. 
'  Spenser  F.  Q,  b.  i.  o.  i.  a.  88  ;— 

"  The  drooping  night  thua  creepeth  on  them  fast, 
And  the  sad  humoor  loading  their  e^ehda. 
As  messenger  of  Morpheus  on  them  cast 
Bweet  alumbring  dew,  the  which  to  ^eep  them  bidi." — ITiyar. 


Rove  idle  Qnemployed,  and  less  need  rest;    . 
Man  hath  hi3  diiily  work  of  body  or  mind 
Appointed,  which  declares  hia  dignity, 
And  the  regard  of  Heaven  on  all  his  ways; 
While  otJier  animals  inaotive  range, 
And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account 
To-morrow,  ere  fresh  morning  streak  the  east 
With  first  approach  of  lig'ht,  we  must  be  risen. 
And  at  our  pleasant  lahour,  to  reform 
Yon  flowery  arboura,  yonder  alleys  green, 
Otir  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  oTei^rown, 
That  mock  our  scant  manuring,'  and  require 
l£ore  hands  than  ours  to  lop  ^eir  wanton  growth  ; 
Those  hiossoms  also,  and  those  dropping  gums, 
That  lie  hestrown,  unsightly  and  unsmoom. 
Ask  riddance,  if  we  meim  to  tread  with  ease ; 
Meanwhile,  as  nature  wills,  night  bids  us  rest" 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfect  beauty  adorned : 
"  My  author  and  disposer,  what  thou  bidd'st 
Unargued  I  obey ;  eo  God  ordains  ; 
Clod  ia  thy  law,  thou  mine :  to  know  no  more 
Is  woman  s  happiest  knowledge  and  her  praise. 
With  thee  conversing  I  forget  all  time ; 
All  seasons*  and  their  change,  all  please  alike. 
Sweet  is  the  breath  of  mom,  her  rising  sweet. 
With  charm  of  earhest  birds ;  pleasant  the  sun. 
When  first  cm  this  delightful  land  he  spreads 
His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flower, 
Glistering  with  dew ;  fragrant  the  fertile  earth 
After  so^  showers ;  and  sweet  the  coming  on 
Of  grateftil  evening  mild;  then  silent  night 
With  this  her  solemn  bird,  and  this  fair  moon. 
And  these  the  gems  of  Heaven,  her  starry  train : 
Bnt  neither  breath  of  mom,  wlien  she  ascends 
With  charm  of  earliest  birds;  nor  rising  sun 
On  this  delightful  land;  nor  herb,  fruit,  flower. 
Glistering  witb  dew ;  nor  fragrance  after  showers ; 
Nor  grateful  evening  mild ;  nor  silent  night 
With  this  her  solemn  bird ;  nor  walk  by  moon. 
Or  glittering  starlight,  without  thee  ia  sweet. 
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But  wbra«fore  all  nigtit  long  shine  these  ?    For  whom 
This  glorious  ^ght,  when  sleep  hatlt  shnt  aU  eyes?" 

To  whom  our  geneml  ancestor  replied : 
"Daughter  of  O^  and  man,  accomplished  Eve, 
These  have  their  course  to  finish  round  the  earth. 
By  morrow  evening,  and  from  land  to  land 
In  order,  though  to  nations  yet  unborn, 
Ministering  light  prepared,  they  set  and  rise ; 
Lest  total  darkness  should  by  night  regain 
Her  old  possession,  and  extinguish  life 
In  nature  and  all  things,  whidi  these  soft  fires 
Not  only  enl^fhten,  but  with  kindly  heat 
Of  Tdrions  influence  foment  and  warm, 
Temper  or  nourish,  or  in  part  shed  down 
Their  stellar  virtue'  on  all  kinds  that  grow 
On  earth,  nutde  hereby  apter  to  receive 
Perfection  from  the  sun's  more  potent  ray. 
These,  then,  though  imbeheld  in  deep  of  night. 
Shine  not  in  vain ;  nor  thint,  thougb  men  were  none. 
That  Heaven  would  want  spectators,  Ood  want  praise : 
Millions  of  spiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unseen,  both  when  we  wake  and  when  we  sleep : 
All  these  with  ceaseless  praise  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night.     How  often  from  the  eteep 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celestiat  voices  to  tiie  midnight  air, 
Sole,  or  responsive  eaoh  to  other's  note. 
Singing  their  great  Creator !    Oft  in  bands 
While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk. 
With  heavenly  touch  of  instrumental  sounds 
In  lull  harmonic  number  joined,  their  songs 
Divide  the  night,'  and  lil't  our  thoughts  to  Heaven."  [ 

Thus  talking,  hand  in  hand  alone  they  passed 
On  to  their  blissful  bower ;  it  was  a  place 

'  It  mjLjbfl  Tcmukad,  once  for  all.  that  Milton'a  taste  for  diBpla^Knir 
hie  own  learning  aomftimes  betrays  him  into  delaila  at  variance  wit)i 
the  BunplicitT  of  poetry,  and  almost  amiiningiy  inoon.iialent  with  the 

Erlmitive  natore  M  thnwi  of  nliom  he  iliwouiBee.  Kut  he  EMmB  lo 
ave  had  in  mind  an  old  notion,  that  Adam  was  minntely  aoqnnintHl 
with  the  nature  and  ^ropertlea,  bb  veil  as  the  numn,  of  bU  the  objects 
he  beheld  around  hun.  On  the  knowledge  and  jvia^om  of  Adam,  Uie 
nndent  may  compare  an  eloquent  arUcle  in  Kitto's  Bibl.  Cyclop,  v.  i. 

of  the  trumpet  did  among  the 
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Chosen  by  the  Eovereif^  Planter,  when  he  framed 

All  thinga  to  man'e  delightful  use ;  the  roof 

Of  thickest  covert  was  inwoveu  shade 

Laiirel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 

Of  firm  and  tragrant  leaf;  on  either  aide 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bushy  shrub, 

Fenced  up  lie  verdant  wall ;  each  heautaous  flower ; 

Iris  all  hties,  roses,  and  jeBsamine, 

Beared  high  their  floiu'i^ed  heads  between,  and  wroi^ht 

Mosaic;  underfoot  the  violet. 

Crocus,  and  hyacinth,  with  rich  inlay 

Broidered  the  ground,'  more  coloured  than  with  stona 

Of  costliest  emblem ;'  other  creature  here, 

Beast,  bird,  insect,  or  worm,  durst  enter  none : 

Such  was  their  awe  of  man.     In  shadier  bower. 

More  sacred  and  sequestered,  though  but  feigned. 

Pan  or  Sylvanus  never  slept,  nor  nymph 

Kor  faunus  haunted.    Here  in  close  recess. 

With  flowers,  garlands,  and  eweetameUing  herbs. 

Espoused  Eve  decked  first  her  nuptial  bed. 

And  heavenly  quires  the  hjmensan  sui^. 

What  day  the  genial  angel  to  our  sire 

Brought  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adorned. 

More  lovely  than  Pandora,'  whom  the  gods 

Endowed  with  all  their  gifts,  and  oh  t  too  like 

In  sad  event,  when  to  the  tmwiser  eon 

Of  Japhet  broi^ht  by  U»mes,  she  ensnared 

1  Cf.  Homer,  IL  iiT.  where  he  deEcribeg  the  apriiifpng  up  of  flower* 
to  form  a  cnach  lor  Jnpiler  and  Jono ; — 

"  GUil  earth  perceives,  and  from  her  bosom  pours 
Unbidden  herbs,  and  TolunlBij  flowers ; 
Thick  new-born  violets  s  soft  carpet  ?preBtl, 
And  clnelering  lotas  Ewelled  the  rising  bed. 
And  sudden  bjarinthg  the  torf  beetrow. 
And  flamy  crocos  made  the  moontain  glow." — Popt. 

*  Design  in  lajing. 

*  Promethena,  the  Bon  of  Japhet  (or  Japetus),  had  stolen  fire  from 
heaven — Jove's  authentic  fire,  the  original  and  prototype  of  all  earthly 
fire ;  which  Jupiter  being  angry  at,  to  be  revenged  sent  him  Pandom, 
■0  called  because  nil  the  Gode  had  contribnted  their  gifli  to  make  her 
more  charming  {for  so  the  word  aigiiifies).  She  waa  brooght  bj 
Hermea  (Mercniy),  bat  was  not  received  by  Prometheus,  the  wiser 
«oa  of  Jiphet  (as  the  name  implies),  but  by  his  brother  Epimetheas, 
the  unwiaer  son.  She  enticed  his  foolish  cnriositj  to  open  a  box 
whirh  she  Imraght,  wltarein  were  contained  all  mwmer  of  evils. — 
BicharJivm. 
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MankiDcl  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 
On  him  who  hod  stole  Jove's  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  ahadv  lodge  arrived,  both  stood, 
Both  tomed,  and  under  open  ekj  adored 
The  God  Uiat  made  both  aky,  air,  earth,  and  heaven. 
Which  thej  beheld ;  the  moon's  req)lendent  globe, 
And  starry  pole  :  "  Thou '  also  modest  the  night. 
Maker  Omnipotent,  and  thou  the  daj, 
Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employed 
Have  finished,  happj  in  our  mutual  help 
And  mutual  love,  lie  crown  of  all  our  bliss, 
Ordained  by  thee,  and  this  delicious  place. 
For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abundance  wants 
Partakers,  axd  uncTopt  falls  to  the  ground. 
But  thou  hast  promised  trom  us  two  a  race 
To  fill  the  eartli,  who  shall  with  us  eitfll 
Thy  goodness  infinite,  both  when  we  wake. 
And  when  we  seek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  sleep." 

This  said  unanimous,  and  other  riles 
Observing  none,  but  adoration  pure. 
Which  God  likes  best,  into  their  inmost  bower 
Handed  thev  went;  and,  eased  the  putting  off 
These  troublesome  disguises  which  we  wear. 
Straight  aide  by  aide  were  laid ;  nor  turned,  I  ween, 
Adam  tom.  his  fair  spouse,  nor  Eve  the  rites 
Mysterious  of  connubial  love  refused ; 
Whatever  hypocrites  austerely  talk 
Of  purity,  and  place,  and  innocence. 
Defaming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
Pure,  and  commands  fo  some,  leaves  free  to  all 
Out  Maker  bids  increase ;  who  bids  abstain 
But  our  destroyer,  foe  to  God  and  man? 
Hail,  wedded  love !  mysterious  law,  true  aourca 
Of  human  oifspring,  sole  propriety 
In  Paradise  of  all  things  common  else. 
By  thee  adulterous  lust  was  driven  from  men 
Among  the  bestial  herds  to  range ;  by  thee. 
Pounded  in  reason,  loyal,  just,  and  pure, 
BelaCions  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  son,  and  brother  first  were  known. 
Far  be  it  that  I  should  write  thee  sin  or  blame. 
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Or  Qank  thee  imbefltdsg  holiest  place ; 
Perpetual  founUiin  of  domestic  sweets, 
Whose  hed  is  undefiled  and  chaste  pronounced. 
Present,  or  past,  as  saints  and  patriarchs  used. 
Here  loTe  his  golden  shafts  employs,  here  lights 
His  constant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 
Beigns  here  and  revels ;  not  in  the  bought  smile 
Of  harlots,  loveless,  joyless,  unendeared, 
Casual  fruition ;  nor  in  court  amours, 
Mixed  dance,  or  wanton  mask,  or  midnight  ball, 
i>r  serenade,  which  the  starved  lover  sings 
To  his  proud  fair,  best  quitted  with  disdain. 
These,  lulled  by  nightingales,  embracing  slept, 
And  on  their  naked  limbs  the  flowery  roof 
Showered  roses,  which  the  mom  repaired.    Sleep  on. 
Blest  pair  ;  and  oh  !  yet  happiest,  if  ye  seek 
No  happier  state,  and  know  to  know  no  more. 

Now  had  night  measured  with  her  shadowy  cone' 
Halfway  up-Mll'  this  vast  sublunar  vault, 
And  &om  their  ivory  port'  the  cherubim. 
Forth  issuin?  at  the  accustomed  hour,  Btood  armed 
To  their  n^fat  watobes  in  warlike  parade, 
When  Gabriel  to  his  nest  in  power  thus  spake : 

"  Uwiel,*  half  these  draw  off,  and  coast  the  south 
With  strictest  watch ;  these  other  wheel  the  north ; 
Our  cii<cuit  meets  AUl  west"     As  flame  they  part, 
Half  wheeling  to  the  shield,  half  to  the  spear. 
From  tfaese,  two  strong  and  subtle  spirits  he  called. 
That  near  him  stflod,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge : 

'  This  i>  the  form  of  the  Bhadoir  of  the  earth,  the  hue  of  the  cone 
ttuuUng  upon  that  aide  of  the  globe  ohere  iJie  ana  is  not,  and  cddbo- 

riallj  when  it  »  night  there.  This  cone,  to  those  who  ere  on  the 
kened  side  of  the  earth,  coald  it  be  seen,  woald  moimt  as  the  inn 
fell  lower,  and  be  at  its  ntmost  height  in  the  vanlt  of  their  heayen 
Then  it  was  midnight.  The  shadowy  cone  hod  now  nisen  haUwar, 
eonsoqnentlj,  snppoaing  it  to  be  about  the  time  ■«heo  the  days  and 
nighta  were  of  equal  length  (as  it  was  i.  329),  it  most  be  now  abont 
Bine  o'clock,  the  lunal  time  ot  the  anfiele  setting  their  sentries,  as  it 
'  imediately  follows.     This  is  maikiiig  the  tims  very  poeticiUy. — 


'  Halfway  towards  midnight 

*  Aa  the  rock  was  of  alataster  (tL  S43).  so  he  makes  the  gat«  of 
iTDry,  which  was  very  proper  for  an  esatem  gaW,  as  the  bireat  ivory 
comes  from  the  east. — Newton. 

*  SIrmgih  of  God ;  the  angel  neit  in  command  to  GabrieL 
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"  Ithuriel  uid  Zephon,'  with  winged  speed 
Seoreh  throuKh  this  gordea ;  kave  nnsetu^bed  do  nook  ; 
But  chiefly  where  those  two  fair  oreatures  lodge. 
Now  laid,  perhaps,  aaleep,  secure  of  harm. 
ThiseTeoing  iram  the  sun's  decline  arrived 
Who  teHs  of  some  infernal  spirit  seen 
Hitherward  bent  (who  could  have  thought?)  escaped 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  errand  bad  no  doubt : 
Such  where  je  find,  seize  fast,  and  hither  bring." 

So  saying,  on  he  led  Mb  radiant  filas, 
Dazzling  the  moon:  these  to  the  bowei  direct 
In  search  of  whom  they  sought :  him  there  they  found 
Squat  like  a  toad,  close  at  the  ear  of  Eve, 
Assaying  by  his  devilish  art  to  reach 
The  organs  of  her  fancy,  &dA  with  them  forge 
lUusions  as  he  list,  phantasms  and  dreams, 
Or  if,  inspiring  venom,  he  might  iaint 
The  animal  spirits  that  from  pure  blood  arise 
Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure,  thenca  raieo 
At  least  distempered,  discontented  thoughts, 
Vain  hopes,  vam  aims,  inordinate  desires, 
Blown  up  with  high  conceits  ei^endering  pride 
Him  thus  intent,  Ithuripl  with  his  spear 
Toucheii  lightly ;  for  no  falsehood  can  endure 
Touch  of  celestial  temper,  but  returns 
Of  force  to  its  own  likeness :  up  he  starts, 
Discovered  and  surprised.     As  when  a  spaA 
Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid 
Fit  for  the  tun  some  magazine  to  store 
Against  a  rumoured  war.  the  smutty  grain, 
With  sudden  blaze  difiused,  inflames  Qie  air ; 
60  started  up  in  his  own  shape  the  fiend. 
Back  stepped  those  two  fair  angels,  half  amazed 
So  sudden  to  behold  the  grisly  king ; 
Tet  thus,  unmoved  with  fear,  accost  him  soon : 

"  Which  of  those  rebel  qiirits  adjudged  to  Hell 
Coraest  thou,  escaped  thy  prison  ?  and,  transformed. 
Why  satl^st  thou  like  an  enemy  in  wait, 
Here  watching  at  the  head  of  these  that  sl<wp?" 

"  Mnow  ye  not  then,"  said  Satan,  filled  with  soom, 
"Know  ye  not  me?    Ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 


For  you,  there  aittiiig  where  ye  durst  not  bom  : 
Not  to  know  me  ai^ues  yourselTes  imknown, 
The  lowest  of  your  throng ;  or  if  ye  know, 
Why  ask  ye,  and  superfluous  begin 
Your  mesBBge,  tike  to  end  umuch  in  vain?" 

To  whom  thus  Zephon,  answering  acom  with  aeom : 
"  Think  not,  revolted  spirit,  thy  shape  the  same. 
Or  imdiminiahed  brightness  to  be  Iniown, 
As  when  thou  stood'st  in  UeaYen,  upright  and  pure : 
That  glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  wast  good, 
Uepurted  from  thee ;  and  thou  resembleet  now 
Thy  sin  and  place  of  doom  obscure  and  foul. 
But  come,  for  thou,  bo  sure,  shalt  give  acoount 
To  him  who  sent  us.  whose  ofaarge  is  to  keep 
Tbis  place  inviolable,  and  these  from  harm.' 

So  spake  the  cherub ;  and  his  grave  rebuke. 
Severe  in  youthful  beantf,  added  grace 
Invincible ;  abashed  the  devil  stood. 
And  felt  how  awful  goodness  is,  and  saw 
Virtue  in  her  shape  how  lovely ;  saw,  and  pined 
His  loss;  but  chiefly  to  find  here  observed 
His  lustre  visibly  impaired ;  yet  seemed 
Undaunted.    "  If  I  must  contend,"  said  he, 
"  Best  with  the  best,  the  sender,  not  the  sent, 
Or  aU  at  once ;  more  gloiy  will  be  won, 
Or  less  be  lost."     "  Thy  fear,"  said  Zephon  bold, 
"  WiJl  save  us  trial  what  the  least  can  do 
Single  against  thee  wicked,  and  thence  weak." 

The  fiend  replied  not,  overcome  with  rage ; 
But,  like  a  proud  steed  reined,  went  haughty  on, 
Champii^  his  iron  curb :  to  strive  or  fly 
He  held  it  vain ;  awe  from  above  had  quelled 
His  heajt,  not  else  dismayed.    Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  western  poirt,  where  those  half-rounding  giiarda 
Just  met,  ajid,  closing,  stood  in  squadron  joined. 
Awaiting  neit  command.     To  whom  their  ohief, 
Oabriiil,  from  the  tront  thus  called  aloud : 

"  O  friendsl  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet 
HastJEg  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpse  diacem 
Ithiuiel  and  Zephon  through  the  shade. 
And  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port, 
But  faded  splendour  wan ;  who,  by  his  gait 
And  fierce  demeanour,  seems  the  prince  of  Hell, 

Lioogle 
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Not  likelj  to  part  hence  without  contest ; 
Stand  ilnn,  for  in  his  look  defiance  Ioutb." 

He  scarce  had  ended,  when  these  two  appro&ched. 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found, 
How  busied,  in  what  form  and  posture  couched. 

To  whom  with  stem  regaid  thus  Gabriel  spake : 
"  Why  haat  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  prescribed 
To  thy  transgressions,  and  disturbed  the  charge 
Of  others,  who  approve  not  to  tranaaress 
By  thy  example,  Dut  have  power  ana  right 
To  question  Uiy  bold  entrance  on  this  place ;  * 

Employed,  it  seems,  to  violate  sleep,  and  those 
Wtiose  dwelling  God  hath  r^anted  here  in  bhss  ?  ' 
To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow : 
"  Gabriel,  thou  hadst  in  Heaven  the  esteem  of  wise. 
And  such  I  held  thee ;  hut  this  question  asked 
Puts  me  in  doubt    lives  there  who  loves  his  pain  ? 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loose  from  Hell, 
Though  thither  doomed?  Thou  wouldst  thyself,  no  doubt. 
And  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place 
'   Parthest  from  pain,  where  thou  mightst  hope  to  chai^je 
Torment  with  ease,  and  soonest  recompense 
Dole  with  delight,  which  in  this  place  I  sought; 
To  thee  no  reason,  who  know'st  only  good, 
But  evil  hast  not  tried ;  and  wilt  object 
His  will  who  bound  us?     Let  him  stu«r  bar 
His  iron  gates,  if  he  intends  our  stay 
In  that  dark  durance :  thus  much  what  was  asked 
The  rest  is  true,  they  found  mo  where  thej  say ; 
But  that  impUes  not  violence  or  barm." 

Thus  he  in  scorn.     The  warlike  angel  moved. 
Disdainfully  half  smiling,  thus  replied : 
"  0  loss  of  one  in  Heaven,  to  judge  of  wise, 
Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overtiirew. 
And  now  returns  >'■'"  Irom  his  prison  'scaped. 
Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wise 
Or  not,  who  ask  what  boldness  brought  him  hither 
Unhcensed  £rom  his  hounds  in  Hell  prescribed ; 
So  wise  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain 
However,  sjid  to  'scape  Ms  punishment 
So  judge  thou  still,  presiunptuous,  till  the  wrath, 
Which  thou  incurr'st  bj  flying,  meet  thy  flight 
Sevenfold,  and  scourge  that  wisdom  back  to  Hel^ 
Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain 

I.  ioogic 


■.I1.9U-KR.  FJLBADISK  IA«T,  lie 

Caa  equftl  anger  infinite  provoked. 
But  wherefore  thou  alone  ?    Wherefore  with  thet 
Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loose?    Is  pais  to  them 
Less  pain,  less  lo  he  fled ;  or  thou  than  they 
Less  hard;  to  endure?     Courageous  chief  I 
The  first  in  flight  irom  pain,  hadst  thou  alleged 
To  thj  deserted  host  this  cause  of  flight. 
Thou  surely  hadst  not  come  sole  fugiti¥e." 

To  which  the  fiend  thus  answered,  frowning  stem : 
"Not  that  I  less  endure  or  shrink, from  pain, 
Insulting  angel ;  well  thou  kaow'et  I  stood 
Thy  fiercest,  when  in  battle  to  thy  aid 
The  blasting  volleyed  thunder  made  ell  speed, 
And  seconded  thy  else  not  dreaded  spear. 
But  still  thy  woras  at  random,  as  before, 
Argue  thy  inejpeiienee  what  behoTes 
From  hard  assays  and  HI  successes  past, 
A  faithful  leader,  not  to.  hazard  all 
Through  ways  of  danger  by  himself  untried : 
I,  therefore,  I  alone  first  undertook 
To  yiiag  the  desolate  abyss,  and  mf 
This  new  created  world,  whereof  in  Hell 
Fame  is  not  silent,  here  in  hope  to  find 
Better  abode,  and  my  afflictm  powers 
To  settle  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid  air ; 
Though  for  possessioD  put  to  try  once  more 
What  thou  and  thy  gay  legions  dare  against ; 
Whose  easier  business  were  to  serre  theii  Lortl 
High  up  in  H*iVen,  with  songs  to  hymn  his  throne, 
And  practised  distances  to  cringe,  not  fight" 
To  whom  the  warrior  angel  soon  replied ; 
"  To  say  and  straight  unsay,  pretending  first 
Wise  to  fly  pain,  professing  nest  the  spy. 
Argues  no  leader,  but  a  liai  traced, 
Batan,  and  couldst  thou  faithful  add  ?    O  pame, 
O  eacred  name  of  faithfulness  profaned  l 
Faithful  to  whom?  to  thy  reheilious  crew? 
Army  of  fienda,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 
Wa8  this  your  discipline  and  faith  engaged- 
Tour  military  obedience,  to  dissolve 
Allegiance  to  the  acknowle<^d  power  supreme? 
And  thou,  sly  hypocrite,  who  now  wotildst  seem 
Patron  of  liber^,  who  more  than  thou 
Onoe  fewned,  and  orii^d,  and  serrilely  adored 

I        Coogic 


.  IS  MtLIOtl'B  POmCAL  WOBKB.  s.  it.  H  —ViO. 

Heaven'B  awM  maaarch!'  wherefore,  but  in  hops 
To  dispoBseas  him,  and  thyself  to  reign? 
But  mark  what  I  wreed'  thee  now :  ATaunt ! 
FW  thither  whence  thou  fled'st :  if  from  this  hour 
Within  these  hallowed  limits  thou  B^ipeor, 
Back  to  the  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chained. 
And  seal*  thee  so,  as  henceforth  not  to  acorn 
The  facile  gates  of  Hell,  too  sUghtly  barred." 

So  threatened  he ;  but  Satan  tn  no  threats 
Gave  heed,  but  wazins  more  ia  rage  replied  : 

"  Then  when  I  am  thy  captive  taJk  of  chains, 
Proud  limitary' cherub!  But  ere  then 
Far  heavier  load  thyself  expect  to  feel 
From  my  prevailing  arm,  though  Heaven's  King 
Ride  on  thy  winga,  and  thou,  with  thy  compeers, 
Used  to  the  yoke,  diaVat  his  triumphant  wheels 
In  progress  through  the  road  of  Heaven  star-paved. " 

While  thus  he  spake,  the  angeho  squadron  bright 
Turned  Sery  red,  aliarpening  in.  mooned  horns 
Their  phaJonx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round 
With  ported*  spears,  as  thick  as  when  a  fieid* 
Of  Ceres,  ripe  for  harvest,  waving  bends 
Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 
Sways  them ;  the  careful  ploughman  doubting  atajids, 
.Lest  on  the  threshing  fioor  Ms  hopeful  sheaves 
Prove  ehftff.    On  the  other  side,  Satan,  alarmad, 
Collecting  all  hia  might,  dilated  stood. 
Like  Teneritf  or  Atlas,  unremoved  :* 
His  stature  reached  the  sky,'  and  on  his  crest 
Sat  horror  plumed ;  nor  wanted'  in  his  grasp 

'  Award,  decree.  '  C£  Rav.  xi.  A. 

*  i,  I.  who  dareat  lo  «t  limita  to  mj  movementa. 

*  Ct.  Ham.  n.  IL ; —  •  Pointed  towBrda  him. 

"  And  u  on  com  when  weatem  gnsU  descend, 
Before  ibe  blast  the  lofty  huvesta  bend : 
Thna  o'er  the  field  the  moving  hoaC  appears. 
With  nodding  plnmea  and  giDies  of  waving  apetia." 

Pap*. 
'Viiga,Xn.iii.: — 

"  Like  Etjx,  or  Uke  Athos  great,  he  ihowe. 
Or  fether  Apennine,  when  whit*  with  snoin, 
Hia  head  divine  obecnre  in  clonds  he  hides. 
And  ehakea  the  •onnding  forest  on  hie  aide." — Drfien. 
f  Ct  Horn.  n.  iT.  443 ;  Virg.  Mn.  iv.  177,  and  Wisdom  iriiL  16. 

*  Althaogb  ha  had  anlj  joat  naomed  his  naloral  fOtm. 
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What  seemed  both  epear  and  ehield.   Now  dreadful  deedi 

Might  have  ensued ;  not  only  Paradise, 

In  this  commotioa,  but  the  Btarry  cope 

Of  HeavCD,  perhaps,  or  all  the  elements 

At  least  had  gone  to  wrack,  disturbed  and  torn 

With  violence  of  this  con&ct,  had  not  soon 

The  Eternal,  to  prevent  such  horrid  fray, 

Hung  forth  iu  Heaven  his  golden  scales,  yet  seen 

Betwixt  Astrea  and  the  Scorpion  sign, 

Wherein  all  things  created  first  he  weighed. 

The  pendulous  round  earth  with  balanced  air 

In  counteiTMjiae ;  now  ponders  all  events, 

Battles  and  realms :  in  these  he  put  tno  weights, 

The  sequel  each  of  parting  and  of  fight ; 

The  latter  quiclt  up  flew,  and  kicked  the  beam ;' 

Which  Gabriel  spying,  thus  hespake  the  fiend : 

"  Satan,  I  know  thy  strongtli,  and  thou  know'st  mine, 
Neither  our  own,  but  given ;  what  folly,  then, 
To  boast  what  arms  con  do,  since  thine  no  more 
Than  Heaven  permits,  nor  mine,  though  doubled  now 
To  trample  thee  as  mire !    For  proof  look  up, 
And  read  thy  lot  in  von  celestial  sign. 
Where  thou  art  weighed,  and  shown  how  light,  how  weali,^ 
If  thou  resist     The  fiend  looked  up,  and  knew 
His  mounted  scale  aloft :  nor  more ;  hut  fled 
Mui'muring,  and  with  him  fled  the  shades  of  night 

<  Bentlej,  and  probsUy  many  others,  have  misanderstood  Milton's 
thoQght  alwut  the  scales,  judging  of  it  by  whst  tliej  read  of  Jnpiter's 
wales  in  Homer  and  Virgil;  the  account  of  which  is  very  diffetent 
from  this  of  Milton ;  for  m  them  the  fates  of  the  two  combatanta  aro 
weighed  one  against  tlte  other,  and  the  descent  of  one  of  the  sr^aJea 
foi^howed  the  death  of  him  «hoBe  fata  ]aj  in  that  scale,  quo  vrrgal 
pfhdere  leth'im  :  whereas,  in  Milton,  nothing  ia  weighed  hut  what 
relates  to  Satan  only,  and  in  the  two  scales  are  weighed  the  two  dif- 
ferent events  of  his  retreating  and  his  fighting.     From  what  has  been 

conaeqoence  or  "  eTent,"  as  it  is  eipreaaed  in  ver.  lOOI,  and  then  there 
will  be  no  ocoasion  for  Dr.  Bentley's  "  signal/'  both  because  it  is  a  very 
jmpioper  word  in  this  place,  and  because  a  "  signal  of  parting  and  ot 
fight"  can  be  nothing  else  than  a.  signal  when  to  part  and  when  to 
£^;  which  he  will  not  pretend  to  be  the  poet's  meaning.— P'orct, 

'  He  does  not  make  the  ascending  scale  the  eiga  of  nctoiy,  as  in 
"  and  Virgil,  but  of  lightness  and  weakness,  according  to  '^    '     ' 
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Morning  ^tproached,  Eve  relates  to  Aduu  her  tnmblesome  dnun ; 
be  likes  it  not,  yet  comforu  hei:  they  ooma  forth  to  ibeii  day 
lahooTS  :  t^eir  monung  hymn  at  tlie  dooj  of  tJj«ir  bower.  God,  to 
render  man  ioeieusable,  eenda  Ruphael  to  idmaniah  him  of  his  obe- 
dienee,  of  his  free  estate,  of  his  enemy  near  at  hand,  who  be  is,  and 
-why  hie  enemy,  and  vbaterer  elu  mftj  aiail  Adam  to  know. 
Raphael  cornea  doym  to  Paradise  ;  Ma  appearance  deacriljed ;  hia 
coining  discerned  by  Adam  afar  off,  sitliDg  at  the  door  of  hia  boirer ; 
he  goes  ont  to  meet  him.  brings  liim  to  his  lodge,  entertains  him 
with  the  choicest  fiTiits  of  Paradise  got  together  bj  Eve;  tbeir  dia- 
ODurse  at  table  :  Kaphael  performs  bia  mesaage,  minds  Adam  of  hia 
stale  and  of  his  enemy;  relates,  at  Adam's  request,  wbo  that  enemy 
is,  and  bow  he  came  to  be  ao,  beginiung  from  his  firat  r^rolt  in 
Heaien,  and  the  occasion  thereat;  how  he  drer  his  legions  after 
bim  to  the  parla  of  the  north,  and  Uiere  incited  them  to  rebel  with 
him,  peranading  all  bat  only  Abdiel,  a  seraph,  who  in  argoment 
dissuades  aod  opposes  bim,  then  forsakes  him. 

Now  mom  her  rosy  steps  in  the  eastern  clima 

Advancing,  sowed  the  etirth  with  orient  pe&tl, 

WheD  Adam  wakad,  bo  customed ;  for  hia  sleep 

Was  airy  Ught,  from  pure  digestion  hred, 

And  tempemte  vapours  bland,  which'  the  only  sotmd 

Of  leaves  and  fuming  rilis,  Aurora's  fan, 

lightly  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 

Of  hirds'  on  every  hough ;  so  much  the  more 

His  wonder  was  to  find  unwakened  Eve 

With  tresses  discomposed,  and  glowing  cheek, 

'  Viz.,  Ms  sleep.  The  worda  "  only  sonnd,"  mean  "  the  sotmd 
alone."  Tbyer  compares  Spenser,  F.  Q.  t.  2,  80 :  "  As  if  Ihi  only 
(wnil  thereof  she  feared." 

*  "  The  rattling  bongbs  asd  learefl  their  part  did  bear." — FaiifiKe. 


As  through  unquiet  rest:  he  oq  his  side 
Leaning,  half  raised,  with  looks  of  cordial  lave 
Hung  over  her  enamoured,  and  beheld 
Beau^,  whioh,  whether  taking  or  asleep, 
Shot  ^rth  peculiar  graces ;  then  with  voice 
Mild,  aa  when  ZephjruB  on  Flora  breathes,' 
Her  hand  soft  toucmng,  whirred  thus:  "Awake, 
M J  faireBt,  mj  espoused,  mj  laleat  found. 
Heaven's  last  beet  gift,  my  ever-new  delight, 
Awake;  the  morning  Hhines,  and  the  fnah  field 
Calls  us;  we  lose  the  prime'  to  ntitrk  how  spring 
Our  tended  plants,  how  blowa  the  citron  grove. 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed, 
How  nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  bse 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  sweet" 

Such  whispering  waked  her,  but  with  startled  eye 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing,  thus  she  ^ake  : 

"  0  sole  in  wliom  my  thoughts  find  all  repose. 
My  glory,  my  perfection!  glad  I  see 
Thy  face,  and  mom  returned;  for  I  this  night 
(Such  night  till  this  I  never  passed)  haTe  dreamed. 
If  dreamed,  not  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of  thee, 
Wo  As  of  day  past,  or  morrow's  next  detdgn. 
But  of  offence  and  trouble,  which  my  mind 
£new  never  till  this  irksome  night:  metbought 
Close  at  mine  ear  one  called  me  foith  to  walk, 
With  gentle  voice ;  I  thought  it  thine ;  it  said, 
'Why  sleep'st  thou.  Ere?    Now  is  the  pleasant  time. 
The  cool,  flie  silent,  save  where  silence  yields 
To  the  night-warbling  bird,  that  now  awake 
Tunes  sweetest  his  love-laboured  song ;  now  reigns 
Full  orbed  the  moon,  and  with  mixe  pleadng  light 
Shadowy  sets  off  the  face  of  things ;  in  vain. 
If  none  regard;  Heaven  wakes  with  all  his  eyes,* 

>  For  this  delightTol  simile  Milton  vta  probablf  obUged  Id  Us  hi 
mirei  Ben  Jonsoa  inhunuuk  of  "Lore  reoonoilad  W  Virtne": — 
"  The  f^jr  will  think  yon  do  'em  wrong. 
Go  choose  among — bat  with  a  mind 
Ai  gentle  ta  the  stroking  wind 
Bans  o'ei  the  gsuller  flowers." — Song  Sid. — Thyir 
*i.t.  the  etirly  rnorn,!^. 
»  Spen»«r,  F.  Q.  iii.  3, 40  :— 

"  Willi  how  msoy  eyea 
BighBeaven.beboldB,"  £<:. 
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Whom  to  behold  hut  thee,  nature's  desire . 

In  irhose  sight  sll  things  joy,  with  rarishiueat 

Attracted  by  thy  heauty  BtiJl  to  gaze.' 

I  rose  as  at  thy  call,  but  found  thee  not ; 

To  find  thee  1  directed  then  my  walk ; 

And  on,  methought,  alone  I  passed  through  ways 

That  brought  me  on  a  sudden  to  the  tree 

Of  inlerdicted  knowledge :  fair  it  Heemed, 

Much  fturer  to  mj  fancy  than  b^  day : 

And  as  I  wondenng  looked,  beatde  it  stood 

One  shaped  and  winged  like  one  of  those  irom  Heaven 

By  us  oft  seen ;  his  dewy  locks  distiiled 

Ambrosia ;  on  that  tree  he  also  gazed ; 

And  '  0  fair  plant.'  said  he, '  with  fruit  surcharged. 

Deigns  none  to  ease  thy  load,  and  taste  thy  sweet, 

Kor  God,  nor  man  ?    Is  knowledge  so  despised  ? 

Or  envy,  or  what  reserve  forbids  to  taste '! 

Forbid  who  will,  none  shall  from  me  withhold 

Longer  thy  offered  good  :  why  else  set  here?' 

This  said,  he  paused  not  but  with  venturous  arm 

He  plucked,  he  tasted ;  me  damp  horror  chilled 

At  Buck  bold  words  vouched  witt  a  deed  so  bold : 

But  he  thus,  overjoyed : '  O  fruit  divine, 

Sweet  of  thyself,  hut  much  more  sweet  thus  cropped ; 

Forbidden  here,  it  seems,  as  only  fit 

For  gods,  yet  able  to  make  gods  of  men : 

And  why  not  gods  of  men,  since  good,  the  more 

Communicated,  more  abundant  grows, 

The  author  not  impaired,  but  honoured  more  ? 

Here,  happy  creature,  f^r  angelic  Eve, 

Partake  thou  also ;  happy  though  thou  art. 

Happier  thou  mayst  be,  worthier  canst  not  be : 

Taste  this,  and  be  henceforth  among  the  gods 

Thyself  a  goddess,  not  to  earth  confined, 

But  sometimes  in  the  air,  as  we ;  sometimes 

Ascend  to  Heaven,  by  merit  thine,  and  see 

What  life  the  gods  live  there,  and  such  live  thou.' 

So  saying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 

"^  y  mouth  of  that  same  fniit  held  part 


Which  he  had  plucked ;  the  pleasant  savoury  smell 
So  quickened  appetite,  that  I,  methought. 
Could  not  but  taste.    Forthwith  up  to  the  clonda 


With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 

The  earth  outstretched  iuimense,  a  prospect  wida 

I.  ioogle 
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And  varioiu ;  wondering  at  mj  fl^bt  and  chai^ 

To  this  high  exaltation,  sudden]}' 

M7  guide  was  gone,  and  I,  methought,  sank  down, 

And  fell  ssleep;  but  oh,  how  glad  I  waked 

To  find  this  hut  a  dream  1 "    Thus  Eve  her  night 

Kelated,  and  thus  Adam  answered  sad : 

"  Best  image  of  mjself,  and  dearer  half, 
The  trouble  of  th;  thoughts  this  night  in  sleep 
Affects  me  equally ;  nor  can  I  like 
This  uncouth  dream,  of  eril  sprung,  I  fear ; 
Tet  evil  whence?  in  thee  can.  harbour  none. 
Created  pure.    But  know,  that  in  the  soul 
Are  many  lesser  faculties,  that  serve 
EeasoQ  as  chief;  among  these,  fancy  next 
Her  of&ce  holds ;  of  all  external  things, 
Which  the  five  watchful  senses  represent, 
She  forms  imaginations,  airy  shapes. 
Which  reason,  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 
All  what  we  afSrm  or  what  deny,  and  call 
Our  knowledge  or  opinion ;  then  retires 
Into  her  private  cell  when  nature  rests. 
Oft  in  her  abscnoe  mimic  fancy  wakes 
To  imitate  her;  but,  misjoining  ahapes. 
Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  most  in  dreama, 
111  matching  words  and  deeds  long  past  or  late. 
Some  such  resemblances  methinks  I  find 
Of  our  last  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream. 
But  with  addition  strange ;  yet  be  not  sad  : 
Evil  into  the  mind  of  Ood  or  man 
May  come  and  go,  so  unapproved,  and  leave 
No  spot  or  blame  behind :  which  gives  me  hope 
That  what  in  sleep  thou  didst  abhor  to  dream, 
Wakmg  thou  never  wilt  oonsaut  to  do. 
Be  not  disheartened,  then,  nor  cloud  those  looki^ 
That  wont  to  be  more  cheerful  and  serene. 
Than  when  fair  morning  flrst  smiles  on  the  world ; 
And  let  us  to  our  fresh  employments  rise 
Among  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  floweia 
That  open  now  their  choicest  bosomed  smells, 
Reserved  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  store." 

So  cheered  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  cheered. 
But  silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall 
From  either  eye,  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair; 
Two  other  precious  dropg  that  ready  stood. 
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Each  in  their  crystal  sluice,  he,  era  they  fell. 
Kissed,  aa  the  gracious  s^na  of  sweet  remorse 
And  pious  awe,  that  feared  to  have  ofibnded. 

So  all  was  oleaxed,  and  to  the  field,  the  j  haste. 
But  first,  &om  under  shady  arhoroua  roof, 
Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  sight 
Of  day-spring,  and  the  sun,  who  scarce  up  risen. 
With  wheels  yet  hovering  o'er  the  ocean  brim. 
Shot  parallel  to  the  earth  hia  dewy  ray, 
Discovering  in  wide  landscape  all  the  east 
Of  Paradise  and  Eden's  happy  plains. 
Lowly  they  bowed  adoring',  and  began 
Their  orisons,  ea,ch  morning  duly  paid 
In  various  style ;  for  neither  various  style 
Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they  to  praise 
Their  Maier,  in  fit  atrains  pronounced  or  sung 
Unmeditated;  such  prompt  eloquence 


More  tuneable  than  needed  luW  or  harp 

To  add  more  eweetneas;  and  they  thus  began: 

"  These  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  good, 
Alm%hty  I    Thine  this  universal  fiume, 
Thus  wondrous  fair ;  thyself  how  wondrous  then. 
Unspeakable  !  who  sitt^st  above  these  heavens, 
To  us  invisible,  or  dimly  seen 
In  these  thy  lowest  works;  yet  diese  declare 
Thy  goodness  beyond  thought,  and  power  divine 
Speak,  ye  who  best  can  tell,  ye  sons  of  light, 
Ajigels;  for  ye  behold  him,  and  with  songs 
And  choral  symphonies,  day  without  night, 
Circle  his  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heaven, 
On  earth  join  all  ye  creatures  to  extol 
Him  first,  him  last,  him  midst,  and  without  ena 
Fairest  of  stars,  last  in  the  train  of  night. 
If  better  thou  lieiong  not  to  the  dawn. 
Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  smiling  mom 
With  thy  bright  circlet,  praise  him  in  thy  sphere, 
While  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  prime. 
Thou  sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  soul, 
Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,*  sound  his  praise 
In  thy  eternal*  course,  both  when  thou  clunb'st, 
And  when  high  noon  hast  gained,  and  when  thou  f^ill'st 

'  Banlley  wonld  raad,  "  ncknoiileilge  thy  Creator." 


Moon,  that  now  meet'st  the  onent  Bun,  now  fli'et. 

With  the  fixed  stars,  fliad  in  their  orb  that  flies, 

And  ;e  five  other  wandering  files  that  move 

In  mystio  dance  not  without  song,'  reBound 

His  praise,  who  out  of  darkness  called  up  light 

Air,  and  ye  elements,  the  eldest  hirth 

Of  nature's  womb,  that  in  quaternion'  run 

Perpetual  oircle,  multiform  ;  and  mis 

And  nourish  all  things ;  let  jour  ceaseless  change 

Vary  to  our  great  Maier  adll  new  praise. 

Te  mists  and  exhalutions  that  now  riae 

From  hill  or  steaming  take,  dusky  or  gray, 

Tin  the  sun  paint  your  fleecy  skirts  with  gold, 

In  honour  to  the  world's  great  Author  rise, 

Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  the  iincolouz«d  aky. 

Or  wet  tiio  thirsty  earth  with  falling  showers, 

Rising  or  (ailing  still  advance  his  praise. 

His  praise,  Te  winds,  that  from  four  quarters  blow, 

Breathe  soft  or  loud ;  and  wave  your  tops,  je  pines, 

With  every  plant,  in  sign  of  worship  wave. 

Fountains,  and  ye  that  warble  as  ye  Sow 

Melodious  munuuia,  warbling  tune  his  praise. 

Join  voices,  all  ye  living  souls ;  ■  ye  birds. 

That  singing  up  t«  Heaven-gate  ascend.'' 

Bear  on  your  wii^  and  in  your  notes  his  praise. 

Te  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  that  walk 

The  earth,  and  stately  tread,  or  lowly  creep; 

Witness  if  I  be  silent,  mom  or  even, 

To  hill  or  valley,  fountain  or  fresh  shade, 

Made  vocal  by  my  soag,  and  taught  his  praise. 

Hail,  universal  Lord  1  be  bounteous  still 

To  give  us  only  good;  and  if  the  night 

Have  gathered  aught  of  evil  or  concealed. 

Disperse  it,  as  now  hght  dispels  the  dark." 

1  Alluding  to  the  doctrme  of  the  aacieots,  and  pardcaUrlT  U>  Pj- 
thAgona'  notiou  of  the  ma^  of  the  spheres,  bj  which  no  doubt  he 
nndeittaod  the  pieportion,  regulaiit;,  mod  harmony  of  their  motions. 


g  is  in  Scriptnre,  for  otlier 
Ereatorea  beddea  man.   So,  Qen.  i.  SO,  "  the  fflorin);  cieatDre  ttut  hath 
"  life,"  Uiat  is  ■'  sool,"  in  (he  Hebrew  ,—Nnr(i,n. 
*  So,  C]FinbeIlDe,  act  ii. : — 

"  Hark,  birk !  the  lark  at  Heaven's  gate  slnsB." 
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So  prajed  tixj  innocent,  and  to  their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recoyered'  won,  and  wonted  calm. 
On  to  their  morning's  rural  work  they  haste 
AmoD^  Bweet  dews  and  flowers ;  where  any  row 
Of  fmib-trees,  over-woody,  reached  too  far 
Their  pampered'  boughs,  and  needed  hands  to  check 
Fruitless  embraces ;  or  they  led  the  vine 
To  wed  her  elm ;  she,  spoused,  about  him  twines 
Her  marriageable  arms,  and  with  her  brings 
Uer  dower,  the  adopted  clusters,  to  adorn 
His  barren  leaves.    Them  thus  employed  beheld 
With  pity  Heaven's  high  King,  and  to  him  oalled 
Raphael,  the  sociable  spirit,  that  deigned 
To  travd  with  Tobias,  and  secured 
His  marriage  with  the  seven-times-wedded  maid. 

"  Raphael,"  said  he,  "  thou  hear'st  what  stir  on  earth 
Satan,  from  hell  'scaped  throi^h  the  darksome  gulf, 
Halh  raised  in  Paradise,  and  how  disturbed 
This  night  the  human  pair ;  how  he  designs 
In  them  at  once  to  ruin  all  mankind. 
Go,  therefore,  half  this  day,  as  friend  with  Mend 
Converse  with  Adam,  in  what  bower  or  shade 
Thou  find'st  him  from  the  heat  of  noon  retired. 
To  respite  his  day  labour  with  repast, 
Or  wiui  rq>03e ;  and  such  discourse  bring  on, 
As  may  advise  him  of  his  happy  state, 
Happiness  in  his  power  left  free  to  will, 
Leit  to  his  own  free  will,  his  will  though  free, 
Yet  mutable ;  whence  warn  him  to  beware 
He  swerve  not,  too  secure :  tell  bim  withal 
His  danger,  and  from  whom ;  what  enem^. 
Late  fallen  himself  from  Heaven,  is  plottmg  novr 
The  (all  of  others  from  like  state  of  bliaa ; 
By  violence  ?  no,  for  that  shall  be  withstood  • 
But  by  deceit  and  lies;  this  let  him  know, 

1 1.  (.  being  recorered. 

■  The  proprietT  of  tbis  eipceaaion  will  beat  be  aeea  bv  vluit  Jnnins 
■ajB  of  the  Btjniology  of  the  word  pamper-  The  French  word  pampre, 
of  the  Latin  pantpi'iiit,  ia  a  vine  branch  fnll  of  leaves ;  and  b  Tineyard, 

pei^uoaa  leaiea  and  frnitl^aB  branches.    Oallis  pninpn  est  punpiao;  : 
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"Lest,  -wiirully  tranagressing,  he  pretend 
Surprisal,  imadmonifihed,  unforewamed." 

So  spake  the  Eternal  Father,  and  fulfilled 
All  justice :  nor  delayed  the  winged  Baint 
After  his  chaise  received ;  bat  from  among 
Thousand  celestial  ardoura,'  vhere  he  stood 
Veiled  with  his  goi^ous  wings,  up  apringing  light 
Flew  through  the  midst  of  Heaven ;  the  angelic  quires. 
On  each  hand  palling,  to  his  apeed  gave  waj 
Thi-ough  all  the  empyreal  road ;  till  at  the  gate 
Of  Heaven  ai-rived,  the  gate  aelf-opened  wide 
On  golden  hinges  tui^iing,  as  by  work 
Diviue  the  sovran  Architect  had  framed. 
Ki-om  hence  no  cloud,  or,  to  obstruct  his  sight, 
Star  interposed,'  however  small  he  sees, 
Not  imconform  to  other  ahining  globes, 
Earth  and  the  garden  of  God,  with  cedars  crowned 
Above  all  bills.    As  when  by  night  Ibe  glass 
Of  Galileo,  less  assured,'  observes 
Imagined  lands  and  regions  in  the  moon ; 
Or  pilot,  from  amidst  the  Cycladoa 
Delos  or  Samos  fli'st  appearmg,  kens 
A  cloudy  spot    Down  thither  prone  in  flight 
He  speeds,  and  through  the  vaat  ethereal  sky 
SaOs  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  steady  wing. 
Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  with  quick  fan 
Winnows  tha  buiom*  air;  till  witbin  soar 
Of  towering  eagles,  to  all  the  fowls  he  seems 
Aphcenix,  gazed  by  all,  aa  that  sole  bird. 
When,  to  enshrine  his  relics  in  the  sun's 
Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  be  flies. 
At  once  on  tbe  eastern'  cliff  of  Paradise 
He  lighta,  and  to  bis  proper  shape  returns 
A  seraph  winged :  ais  wings  he  wore,  to  shade 
His  lineaments  divine ;  the  pair  that  clad 
Each  shoulder  broad,  came  mantling  o'er  bis  breast 
With  regal  ornament;  the  middle  pair 
Girt  like  a  starry  zone  his  waist  and  round 
Skirted  bis  loins  and  thighs  with  down;r  gold. 
And  colours  dipped  in  Heaven ;  the  third  bis  feet 

IScnphim,  that  word,  like  "ardoars,"  being  derived  &om  iirnrd 
•igni^ring  In  biim,  and  therefore  erareasing  xeai,  ferrenoy. 
>  I.  (.  1>eing  inteipoeed.    Cf.  v.  310.       "  t.  e.  than  the  sngel  was. 
*  Yietdinjb  Seiible.  *  Where  the  entrance  to  I'aradUe  mu. 


SBftdowed  firom  eidkei  heel  witlt  fetdhered  mail. 
Sky-tinctured  grain.     Like  Maia's  son  he  stood, 
And  shook  his  plumes,  that  heavenlj  &^raitce  fillci) 
The  circuit  wide.     Straight  knew  hiia  all  the  bands 
Of  ai^elB  under  watoh ;  and  to  his  slAte, 
And  to  hia  mesBBge  high,  in  honour  rise ; 
Tot  on  some  mesaage  high  they  guessed  him  bound. 
Their  glittering  tents  he  passeij,  and  now  is  come 


A  wilderness  of  sweets;  for  Nature  here 

Wantoned  as  in  her  prime,  and  played  at  will 

Her  Tir)^  fancies,  pouring  forth  more  sweet. 

Wild  ahove  rule  or  art ;  enormous  bliss. 

Him  through  (he  E^icy  forest  onward  come, 

Adam  discerned,  as  in  the  door  he  sat 

Of  his  cool  hower,  while  now  the  mounted  sun 

Shot  down  direct  his  fervid  rays  to  warm 

Earth's  in  meat  womb,  more  warmth  than  Adam  needa ; 

And  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepared 

For  dinner  aavou^  fruits,  of  taste  to  please 

True  appetite,  ajid  not  disrelish  thirst 

Of  nectarous  draughts  between,  firtm  milky  stream. 


Berry  or  grape : '  to  whom  1h.uB  Adam  called ; 

"  Haste  hither.  Ere,  and  worth  thy  sigkt  behoia 
Eastward  among  those  trees,  what  glorious  shape 
Comes  this  way  momig ;  seems  another  mom 
Risen  on  mid-noon ;  some  great  behest  from  Heaven 
To  us,  perhaps,  he  brings,  and  will  vouchsaie 
This  day  to  he  our  guest    But  go  with  speed, 
Aud  what  thy  stores  contain  bring  forth,  and  poor 
Abundance,  nt  to  honour  and  receive 
Our  heavenly  stranger :  well  we  may  afibrd 
Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  bestow 
From  large  bestowed,  where  Nature  multiplies 
Her  fertile  growth,  and  by  disburdening  grows 
More  fruitful,  which  instructs  us  not  to  apare." 

To  whom  thus  Eve :  "  Adam,  earth's  hallowed  mould. 
Of  God  inspired,  small  store  will  aerve,  where  store. 
All  seasons,  ripe  for  use  hangs  on  the  stalk; 
Save  what  by  in^al  storing  firmness  gaina 


supposed  to  hare  been  thn  invsntor  of  wjoo. 


Uilton    pnlulil;  measa    uia    nDfennenled    joica    eipreued    tcoia 


To  nouriEJi,  and  superfluous  moist  consumes:  ' 

But  I  will  fasste,  and  from  each  bough  and  broke, 
Each  plant  and  juciest  gourd,  wiU  pluok  euch  choica 
To  enteitain  onr  angel-gaCBt,  as  he 
Beholding  shall  confess,  that  here  on  eartli 
God  hath  dispensed  hie  bountieB  as  in  Heaven." 

3o  saying,  with  despatcbfol  looks,  in  hasta 
She  turns,  on  hospitable  thoughts  intent 
What  choice  to  choose  for  delicacy  beat, 
What  order,  so  contriv'd  as  not  to  mix 
Tastes,  not  well  joined,  inelegant,  but  bring 
Taste  after  taste  npheld  with  kindliest  chan((ft ; 
Bestirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  stalk 
Whatever  earth,  all-hearing  mother,  yields 
In  India,  East  or  West,  or  middle  ebore 
lu  Pontus,  or  the  Punic  coast,  or  where 
Alcinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  lands,  in  coat 
Bough,  or  smooth  rind,  or  bearded  husk,  or  shell, 
She  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unsparing  hand;  for  drink,  the  grape 
She  crushes,  inoffensive  must,'  and  meatbs' 
From  many  a  bfrrry,  and  from  sweet  kernels  pressed 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams;  nor  these  to  hold 
Wants  her  fit  vessels  pure;  then  strews  the  ground 
With  rose  and  odours  from  the  shrub  unfumed. 

Meanwhile  our  primitive  great  sire,  to  meet 
His  godlike  guest,  walks  forUi,  without  more  train 
Accompanied  than  with  his  own  complete 
Perfections;  in  himself  was  all  his  state. 
More  solemn  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 
On  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long 
Of  horses  led,  and  grooms  besmeared  with  gold. 
Dazzles  the  crowd,  and  sets  them  all  agape. 
Nearer  his  presence  Adam,  though  not  awed, 
Yet  with  submisB  approach  and  reverence  meek, 
As  to  a  superior  nature,  bowing  low, 
.  Thus  said ;  "  Native  of  Heaven,  for  other  place 
None  can,  than  Heaven,  such  glorious  shape  contain 
Since,  by  descending  from  the  thrones  above, 
Those  happy  places  thou  hast  deigned  awhile 
To  want,  and  nonour  these,  vouchsafe  with  us 
Two  only,  who  yet  by  sovran  gift  possess 

Mastam,  nev  «iu«.  <  Bweet  dcinki,  lika  bimiL 
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TMs  spaciouB  ground,  in  yonder  fdiady  bower 
To  rest,  end  nhat  the  garden  choicest  bears 
To  sit  and  taste,  till  this  mendian  heat 
Be  over,  and  the  sun  more  cool  decline." 

Whom  thus  the  ai^lic  virtue  answered  mild : 
**  Adam,  I  therefore  came,  nor  art  thou  such 
Created,  or  such  place  hast  here  to  dwell, 
Aa  ma^  not  oft  invite,  though  spirits  of  Heaven, 
To  visit  thee ;  lead  on,  then,  where  thy  bower 
O'ershadee ;  for  these  mid-hours,  till  eveiilng  riss, 
1  hAve  at  wUl."    So  to  the  sylvan  lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbour  emiled 
Witn  flowerets  decked  and  tragrant  smeUa;   but  Eve, 
Undecked  save  with  herself,  more  lovely  fair 
Than  wood-nymph,  or  the  fairest  goddess  feigned 
Of  three  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  strove,' 
Stood  to  entertain  her  guest  from  Heaven ;  no  veil 
She  needed,  virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 
Altered  her  cheek.     On  whom  the  angel  "  Hiul ! ' 
Bestowed,  the  holy  salutation  used 
Long  after  to  blest  Mary,  second  Eve : 

"  Hail,  mother  of  mankind !  whose  fruitful  womb 
Shall  fill  the  world  more  numerous  with  thy  sons, 
Than  with  these  various  fruits  the  trees  of  God 
Have  heaped  this  table."     Raised  of  grassy  turf 
Their  table  was,  and  mossy  seats  had  round. 
And  on  her  ample  square,  from  aide  to  side, 
All  autumn'  piled,  though  spring  and  autumn  here 
Danced  hand  in  hand.    A  while,  discotu'se  they  hold. 
No  fear  lest  dinner  cool ;  when  thus  began 
Our  author ;  "  Heavenly  stranger,  please  to  taste 
These  bounties,  which  our  Nourisher,  from  whom 
All  perfect  good,  unmeasured  out,  descends. 
To  us  for  food  and  for  delight  hath  caused 
The  earlh  to  yield ;  unsavoury  food,  perhaps, 
To  spiritual  natures;  only  this  I  know, 
That  one  celestial  Father  gives  to  all." 

To  whom  the  angel :  "  Therefore,  what  he  gives 
(Whose  praise  be  ever  sung)  to  man,  in  part 
Spiritual,  may  of  purest  spirits  be  found 

'  Alladiog  to  the  contest  of  Jimo,  Mijierra,  and  Ytaax,  tm  Hie  prJM 
rfbeauty. 
'  AU  tlie  fruits  of  uutnnuu 

D5...  J  I,  Google 
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Mo  ingrateful  food: '  and  food  alike  tltoee  pnra       ' 
Intelligeiitial  subsCances  lequire, 
As  Aotii  TOUT  rational ;  and  Dott  contain 
Within  tnem  every  lower  faculty 
OF  sense,  wherehy  they  hear,  Bee.  smell,  tonoh,  iastfi. 
Tasting  concoct,  digest,  ussimilate. 
And  eorporeaJ  to  incorporeal  turn. 
■     For  know,  whatever  was  created,  needs 
To  be  guBtained  and  fed ;  of  elements 
The  grosser  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  sea. 
Earth  and  the  sea  feed  air,  the  air  those  ftres 
Ethereal,  and,  as  lowest,  first  tbe  moon ; 
Whence  in  her  visage  round  those  spots,  unpurged 
Vapours  not  yet  into  her  substance  turned.* 
Nor  doth  the  moon  no  nourishment  exhale 
From  her  moist  continent  to  higher  orbs. 
The  sun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 
From  all  his  aUmental  recompense 
In  humid  exhalations,  and  at  even 
Sups  with  the  ocean.    Though  in  Heaven  the  trees 
Of  life  ambrosial  fruitage  bear,  and  vines* 
Yield  nectar;  though  &om  off  the  boughs  each  mom 
We  brash  mellifluous  dews,  and  find  the  ground 
Covered  with  pearly  grain :   yet  God  hath  here 
Varied  his  bounty  so  with  new  delights, 
As  may  compare  with  Heaven ;  itnd  to  taste, 
Think  not  I  shall  be  nice."     So  down  they  sat. 
And  to  their  viands  fell ;  nor  seemingly 
The  angel,  nor  in  mist,  the  common  gloss 
Of  thedogians;*  but  with  keen  despatch 

'  There  being  mention  made  in  Scripture  of  "  angel's  food,"  rsiJ. 
tnriii.  2S,  that  b  fbandation  enoogh  (or  ■  poet  to  build  upon,  and 
kdramce  tbeee  ootiona  of  the  angels  eating. — New/an. 

^We  must,  throDgliont  these  poGBages,  charitably  bear  in  mind  the 
ttjA  that  Milton  »as  a  poet,  not  a  phjlosnphar. 

•In  mentioning  "trees  of  lift,"  and  "viaee"  in  Hesren,  he  is 

ing  afterwards  of  "  mellifluous  dews"  and  "pearly  grun,"  he  mani- 
festly alludes  to  manna,  which  is  called  "thebreaJof  beaven,"  FsaL 
CT.  ib;  "And  when  Iha  dew  that  layiras  gone  up.  behold  upon  the 
face  of  the  wildomesa  there  lay  a  stnall  ronnd  tJunj;,  as  small  as  the 
hoai  froat  on  lh«  groond,"  Eiod.  ivi.  U ;  "  and  it  was  like  coriander- 
seed,  white ;  and  the  taste  ot  it  was  like  wafers  made  with  honey," 
ver.  31.— JVwIm. 

*  The  UBual  comment  and 
fathers  were  of  opinlotl  ths 
aaemed  lo  to  do. — NnnloH. 


Of  «eal  hunger,  uid  concoctiTe  heat 

To  transubEtandate :  what  redoimdB,  tranmiiea 

Through  spirits  with  ease ;  nor  wonder,  if  by  firs 

Of  sooty  cool  the  empiria  alchemist 

Can  turn,  or  holds  it  possible  to  turn, 

Metala  of  drosaieat  ore  to  perfect  gold, 

As  from  the  mine.    Meanwhile  at  table.  Ere 

Miniateied  naked,  and  their  Sowing  cups 

With  pleasant  liijuors  crowned :  *  O  iimooence 

DeserrinK  Paiadiee !    If  ever,  tiien, 

Then  had  the  sons  of  Ood  excuse  to  have  been 

Enamoured*  at  that  aight;  but  in  those  hearts 

Love  unlihidinoos  reigned,  nor  jealousy 

Was  understood, 'tho  injured  lover's  hell. 

Thus  when  with  meats  and  drinks  the  j  had  sufficed, 
Kot  burdened  nature,  sudden  mind  arose 
In  Adam,  not  to  let  the  occasion  pass. 
Gives  him  b;  this  great  conference,  to  know 
Of  things  above  his  world,  and  of  their  beii^ 
Who  dwell  in  Heaven,  whose  excellence  he  saw 
Transcend  hia  own  so  far,  whose  radiant  forms, 
Divine  effulgence,  whose  high  power,  so  far 
Exceeded  human ;  and  his  wair*  speech 
Thus  to  the  empyreal  minister  he  framed : 

"  Inhabitant  with  God,  now  know  I  well 
Thy  favour,  in  this  honour  done  to  man, 
Under  whose  lowly  roof  thou  hast  vouchsafed 
To  enter,  and  these  earthly  fruits  to  taste, 
Food  not  of  an^is,  vet  accepted  so. 
As  that  more  willingly  thou  couldst  not  seem 
At  Heaven's  high  feasts  to  have  fed  r  yet  what  compare  ?  " 

To  whom  the  winged  hieraroh  rephed: 
"  0  Adam,  one  Almighty  is,  from  whom 
All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  Iiim  return. 
If  not  depraved  irom  good,  created  all 
Such  to  perfection,*  one  first  matter  all. 
Endued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 
Of  substance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  life ; 
Sut  more  re&ied,  more  spuituous,  and  pure, 

>  i.  e.  Med  to  the  brim.  >  An  illiuiDn  to  Oaneii.  n.  2. 

■  He  iru  afraid  to  uk  such  questionB  dinotlf,  and  theretbt* 
tempered  his  apeeeh  with  caution  aad  modea^. 

*  i.  1.  not  absolatel;  good,  bnt  perfent  in  their  different  kinds  and 


As  nearer  to  him  placed  or  nearer  tending,* 

Each  in  their  sevei^  actdve  spheres  aaaigDed, 

Till  body  up  to  spirit  work,  ia  bounds 

Proportioned  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root 

Sprmgs  lighter  the  green  stalk,  &om  thence  the  leaTee 

More  airy,  last  the  bright  consummate  flower 

Spirits  odorous  breathes ;  flowers  and  their  fruit, 

Man's  uourisbment,  by  gradual  scale  sublimed, 

To  vital  spirits  aspire,  to  ammal, 

To  intellectual ;  give  both  life  and  sense, 

Ftuicy  and  understanding ;  whence  the  soul 

Beason  receives,  and  reason  is  her  being, 

Discursive,'  or  intuitive ;  discourse 

Is  oftest  yours,  the  latl«r  most  is  ours. 

Differing  but  in  di^ree,  of  kind  the  same. 

"Wonder  not,  then,  what  God  for  you  saw  good. 

If  I  refuse  not,  but  convert,  as  you. 

To  proper  substance ;  time  may  come,  when  men 

'Wim  angels  may  participate,  and  find 

No  inconvenient  diet,  nor  too  light  fare; 

And  from  these  corporal  nutriments,  perhaps. 

Tour  bodies  may  at  last  turn  all  to  spirit. 

Improved  by  tract  of  time,  and  winged  ascend 

Ethereal,  as  we ;  or  may,  at  choice, 

Hera  or  in  heavenly  Paradises  dwell ; 

If  ye  be  found  obedient,  and  retain 

Dnalterably  firm  his  love  entire. 

Whose  progeny  you  are*    Meanwhile,  eiyoy 

Your  flu  what  happiness  this  happy  state 

Can  comprehend,  incapable  of  more." 

To  whom  the  patriarch  of  mankind  replied : 
"  O  favourable  spirit,  propitious  guest. 
Well  hast  thou  tauBht  the  way  that  might  direct 
Our  Inowledge,  and  the  scale  of  nature  set 
From  centre  to  circumference,  whereon. 
In  contemplation  of  created  things, 

'  So  SpeDwr,  in  lii«  "  Hjmn  of  HesTonly  Beauty,"  apeiking  of  the 
etzOi,  Out  ail,  and  above  that  Iht  pore  crysulline — 
"  Bj  liaw  wheraof  it  plainly  may  appeir. 
That  Blill  as  eierrlliuig  dolh  upwaid  tend, 
And  farther  is  from  earth,  bo  buU  mare  olear 
ADd  fiur  it  grows,'  ito.  TAB*. 

)  AoU  iiiL  23,  "  For  we  aie  also  Mb  ofikiiiiiig,"  fFom  Aiatns. 


By  steps  we  may  ascend  to  Ood.    But  saj, 

VihtA  meant  that  caution  joined, '  if  ye  be  found 

Obedient?'    Can  we  want  obedience  then 

To  him,  or  possibly  his  lore  desert, 

Who  formed  us  irom  tbe  dust,  and  placed  na  here, 

Full  to  the  utmost  measure  of  what  bliss 

Human  desires  can  seek  or  apprehend  ?  " 

To  whom  the  angel :  "  Son  of  Heaven  and  earth. 
Attend:  that  thou  art  happy,  owe  to  Ood; 
That  thou  contintteBt  such,  owe  to  thyself. 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  stand. 
This  was  that  caution  given  thee ;  be  advised. 
God  made  thee  perfect,  not  immutable ; 
And  good  he  made  thee,  but  to  persevere 
He  left  it  in  thy  power ;  ordained  thy  will. 
By  nature  ftee,  not  overruled  by  fate 
Inextricable,  or  strict  necessity : 
Our  voluntary  service  he  reqmres, 
Not  OUT  necessitated ;  such  with  him 
Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find ;  for  how 
Can  hearts,  not  iree,  be  tried  whether  they  serve 
Willing  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  must 
By  destiny,  and  ean  no  other  ohoose  ? 
Myself,  and  all  the  angelic  host,  that  stand 
In  sight  of  God  enthroned,  our  happy  state 
Hold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds ; 
On  Other  sure^  none :  freely  we  serve, 
Because  ^e  &e«ly  love,  as  in  our  will 
To  love  or  not ;  in  this  we  stand  or  fall : 
And  some  are  ftiilen,  to  disobedience  &llen, 
And  so  irom  Heaven  to  deepest  HeU ;  O  fall 
From  what  high  state  of  bHss,  into  what  woe !". 

To  whom  our  ^at  progenitor :  "  Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  del^hted  ear, 
Divine  instructor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  songs  by  night  from  neighbouring  bills 
Atrial  music  send:. nor  knew  I  not 
To  be  both  will  and  deed  created  free ; 
Yet  that  we  never  shall  forget  to  love 
Out  Maker,  and  obey  him,  whose  command 
Single  is  yet  bo  just,  my  constant  thoughts 
AsBUred  me,  and  still  assure :  thoi^  what  Aou  tell'st 
Hatli  passed  in  Heaven,  soma  doubt  within  me  move, 
BiU  mei«  deaire  to  bear,  if  thou  ocmsent, 


The  full  reladoa,  whicli  must  needs  be  strange, 
Worthy  of  sacred  silence  to  be  heard; 
And  we  have  yet  large  day,  for  scarce  the  suo 
Hath  finished  half  hts  journey,  and  scarce  begins 
His  other  half  in  the  great  zone  of  Heaven." 

Thus  Adam  made  request ;  and  Raphael, 
After  Eifaort  pause  assenting,  thus  hesan : 

"  Higb  matter  thou  enjois'st  me,  O  prime  of  men. 
Sad  task  and  hard ;  for  liow  shall  I  relate 
To  human  sense  the  invisible  exploits 
Of  warring  spirits?  how,  without;  remorse, 
The  ruin  of  so  many  glorious  once 
And  perfect  while  Oiey  stood  ?  how  last  unfold 
The  secrets  of  another  world,  perhaps 
Not  lawful  to  reveal  ?  yet  tor  thy  good 
This  is  dispensed ;  and  what  surmounts  the  leacb 
Of  human  sense,  I  shall  delineate  so, 
By  likening  spiritual  to  corporal  forms. 
As  may  express  them  best ;  though  what  if  earth 
Be  but  the  shadow  of  Heaven,  and  things  therein 
Each  to  other  hke,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought? 

"  As  yet  this  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild  [rests 

Beigned  where  these  Heavens  now  roll,  where  earth  now 
Upon  her  centre  poised ;  when  on  a  day 
I  For  time,  though  in  eternity,  applied 
To  motion,  measures  all  things  durable 
By  present,  past,  and  future),  on  suah  day 
As  Heaven's  great  year'  brings  forth  the  enqtyreal  host 
Of  angels,  by  imperial  summons  called, 
Innumerable  before  the  Almighty's  throne 
Forthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  Heaven  appeared 
Under  their  hierarchs  in  orders  bright; 
Ten  thousand  thousand  endgns  hi^  advanced, 
Slaadards  and  ^onfaJons'  'twist  van  and  rear 
Stream  in  the  an*,  and  for  distinction  serve 
Of  hierarchios,  of  orders,  and  degrees  ;• 

'  FUlo's  great  year  al  the  haaTsn*  ig  th»  rerdaUon  of  sH  the 
vpheree-  KverythiDg  retons  to  where  it  bM  out  vhen  tJiflir  motion 
fint  Le^uL — Btc/ua-d»on. 

)  Akindofatnuner. 

'  That  then  vere  different  grsiles  of  angels  in  Heaveo  seetus 
cnfflcienll;  eTident  from  Scriptnre,  althongh  the  apecnlatioaB  of  th« 
Fatben  (especially  of  the  Paeodo-DioajBiue  Areoptgila  oft  tbt  uib- 
j«et)  *ie  of  little  value. 
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Of  in  their  glittering  tissues  bear  emblazed 
Hoi;  memoiials,  acts  of  zeal  and  love 
Eeoorded  eminent.    Thus  when  in  orba 
Of  circuit  ineipressible  they  stood, 
Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  infinite, 
By  whom  in  bliss  embosomed  sat  the  Son, 
Amidst  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whose  top 
Brightness  had  made  invisible,'  thus  spake : 

"  '  Hear  all  ye  angels,  prc^nj  of  light, 
Thrones,  dominations,  pnnoedoms,  virtues,  powers. 
Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevoked  shall  stand. 
This  day  I  have  begot'  whom  I  declare 
My  only  Son,  and  on  this  holy  hill 
Hun  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold 
At  my  right  hand;  your  head  I  him  appoint; 
And  by  myself  have  sworn  to  bim  shtul  bow 
All  kneea  in  Heaven,  and  shall  confess  hiia  Lord ; 
Under  his  great  vicegerent  reign  abide 
Onited  as  one  individual  soul. 
For  ever  happy :  him  who  disobeys. 
Me  disobeys,  breaks  union,  and  mat  day. 
Cast  out  from  Qod  and  blessed  vision,  falls 
Into  utter  darkness,  deep  engulfed,  his  place 
Ordained  without  redemption,  without  end.' 

"So  spake  the  Omnipotent,  and  wilh  his  words 
All  seemed  well  pleased ;  all  seemed,  but  were  not  all 
Tbat  day,  as  other  solemn  days,  ther  spent 
In  BOng  and  dance  about  the  sacred  hOl ; 
Mystical  dance,  which  yonder  starry  sphere 
Of  planets  and  of  flxea  in  all  ber  wheels 
BesembleB  nearest,  mazes  intricate, 
Eccentric,  inteivolved,  yet  regular 
Then  most,  when  most  irregl^ar  they  seem ; 
And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine 
So  smoothes  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  ear 
Listens  delighted.    Evening  now  approached 
(For  we  have  also  our  evening  and  our  mom. 
We  ours  for  change  delectable,  not  need) ; 
Forthwith  from  dance  to  sweet  repast  they  turn 
Desirous ;  all  jn  circles  as  tliey  stood, 
Tables  are  set,  and  on  a  sudden  piled 
With  angels'  food,  and  rubied  nectar  flows 
1  Cf.  vi.  880. 
"  Fa.  ii.  e,  ti. ;  Oeuas.  uii.  16 ;  Phil.  U.  10,  aq. 
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In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  mass;  gold, 

Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  the  growth  of  Heaven. 

On  flovrers  reposed,  and  with  fresh  flowerets  crowned, 

The;  eat,  the;  drink,  and  in  oommuuion  sweet 

QuaEf  immortali^  and  joj,  secure 

Of  surfeit  where  full  measure  only  bounds 

Bxcess,  before  the  all-bounteous  King,  who  showered 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  ioy. 

Now  when  ambrosal  night,  with  clouds  exhaled 

From  that  high  mount  of  Qod,  whence  light  and  shade 

Spring  both,  the  face  of  brightest  Heaven  had  changed 

To  grateful  twilight  (for  night  comes  not  there 

In  darker  veil),  and.  roseate  dews  disposed 

All  but  the  unsleeping  eyes  of  God  to  rest; 

Wide  over  all  the  plain,  and  wider  far 

Than  all  this  globous  earth  in  plain  outspread 

(Such  are  the  courts  of  God),  uie  angelic  throng, 

THspersed  in  bonds  and  files,  their  camp  esWnd 

B;  living  streams  among  the  trees  of  life. 

Pavilions  numberless,  and  sudden  reared, 

Celestial  tabernacles,  where  they  slept. 

Fanned  wilh  cool  winds ;  save  those  who  in  their  course 

Melodious  hjmns  about  the  sovereign  throne 

Alternate  all  night  long :  but  not  so  waked 

Satan ;  so  call  turn  now,  his  former  name 

Is  heard  no  more  in  Heaven ;  he  of  the  first. 

If  not  the  first  archangel,  great  in  power. 

In  favour  and  preeminence,  vet  fraught 

With  envy  agamst  the  Son  of  God,  that  day 

Honoured  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclaimed 

Messiah  King  anointed,  could  not  bear 

Through  pride  that  sight,  and  thought  himself  impaired. 

Deep  raaUce  thence  conceiting  and  disdain. 

Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  dusky  hour 

Fiiendliest  to  sleep  and  silence,  he  resolved 

With  all  his  legions  to  dislodge,  and  leave 

TJnworshipped,  unobeyed,  the  throne  supreme. 

Contemptuous;  and  his  next  subordinate 

Awakening,  thus  to  him  in  secret  spake : 

'"Sleep'st  thou,' companion  dear  7  What  deep  can  oIom 
Thy  eye-lids,  and  rememberest  what  decree 
Of  yesterday,  so  late  hath  passed  the  lips 
Of  Heaven's  Almighty  ?    Thou  to  me  thy  thonghts 

1  From  Homer.  IL  ii  28. 

i-ioogle 


130  MILTON  8   FOBTICAI,  W0BK8.  I.  T.  (77-71! 

'  Wast  wont,  I  mine  to  thee  was  wont  to  impart; 

.Both  waking  we  were  one ;  how  then  can  now 
Thy  sleep  dissent?    New  laws  thou  seest  imposed; 
New  lawa  from  him  who  teigns,  new  minds  may  laiae 
In  us  who  serve,  new  oounselH,  to  debate 
What  doubtful  may  ensue ;  mora  in  this  place 
To  utter  is  not  safe.    Assemble  thou 
Of  all  those  myriads  whieh  we  lead  the  chief; 
Tell  them  that  hy  Roramand,  ere  yet  dim  night 
Her  shadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  baste, 
And  all  who  under  me  their  banners  wave, 
Homeward  with  flying  march  where  we  possess 
The  quarters  of  the  north ;  there  to  prepare 
Fitetttertainment  to  reeeire  our  King. 
The  great  Messiah,  and  bis  new  commands. 
Who  OTieedUy  through  all  the  hierarchies 
Intends  to  pass  triumphant,  and  give  laws.' 

"  So  spake  the  false  archangel,  and  infused 
Bad  influence  into  the  unwary  breast 
Of  his  associate:  he  together  calls, 
Or  several  one  by  ono,  the  regent  powers, 
Under  him  regent ;  tells,  as  he  was  taught, 
That  the  Most  High  commanding,  now  ere  night, 
Now  ere  dim  night  had  disencumbered  Heaven, 
The  great  hierarchal  standard  was  to  move; 
Tells  the  suggested  cause,  and  casts  between 
Ambiguous  words  and  jealousies,  to  sound 
Or  taint  integrity :  but  all  obeyed 
The  wonted  signal,  aad  superior  vcdcB 
Of  their  great  potentate ;  ior  great  indeed 
Hie  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  HeaTes , 
His  countenance,  as  the  morning-star  that  guides 
The  starry  flock,  allured  them,  and  with  lies 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part '  of  Heaven's  host 
Meanwhile  the  eternal  eye,  whoee  sight  discerns 
Abstrusest  thoughts,  from  fortti  hia  holy  mount. 
And  from  within  the  golden  lamps  that  bum 
Nightly  befoio  him,  saw  without  their  light 
Behellion  rising ;  saw  in  whom,  how  spread 
Among  the  sons  of  mom.  what  multitudes 
Were  banded  to  oppose  bis  high  decree  ; 
And,  smiling,'  to  his  only  Son  thus  said  i 
" '  Son,  thou  in  whom  my  glory  I  behold 

'  Rev.  liL  3,  «q.  a  Cf.Ps.  fi.  1,  »qq. 


In  full  regplendence,  heir  of  oil  my  might. 
Nearly  it  now  concema  na  to  be  sure 
Of  our  omnipotenee,  and  with  whit  anuB 
We  mean  to  nold  what  anciently  we  claim 
Of  deity  or  empire ;  such  tt  foe 
Is  rising,  who  intends  to  erect  his  throne 
Bqnal  to  odtb,  throughout  the  spacious  north; 
Nor  so  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try 
In  battle,  what  our  power  ia,  or  our  right. 
Let  us  advise,  and  to  this  hazard  draw 
With  speed  what  force  is  left,  and  all  employ 
In  our  defence,  lest  tmawares  we  lose 
This  our  high  place,  our  sanctuary,  our  hill.' 

"To  whom  flic  Son,  with  calm  aspect  and  clear. 
Lightning  divine.'  inefikble,  serene, 
Made  answer :  '  Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes 
Jusdv  hast  in  derision,  and  secure 
LaugVst  at  their  vain  designs  and  tumults  vain. 
Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hat« 
Illustrates,  when  they  see  all  regal  jiower 
Given  ma  to  quell  their  pride,  and  m  event 
Enow  whether  I  be  dexterous  to  subdue 
Thy  rebels,  or  be  foimd  the  worst  in  Heaven,' 

"  So  spake  the  Bon ;  but  Satan  with  his  powers 
Far  was  advanced  on  winged  speed,  an  host 
Innumerable  as  the  stars  of  night, 
Or  stars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  wliich  the  sua 
Impearls  on  every  leaf  snd  every  flower. 
Begions  they  passed,  the  mighty  regencies 
Of  seraphim,  and  potentates,  and  throaes, 
In  their  triple  degrees ;  regioiks  to  which 
AU  thy  dominion.  Adam,  is  no  more 
Than  what  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth, 
And  all  the  sea,  Irom  one  entire  globose 
Stretched  into  longitiide;  which  Laving  passed, 
At  lei^^th  into  the  limits  of  the  north 
They  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  seat, 
High  on  a  hill,  far  blazing,  as  a  mount 
Raised  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  towers. 
From  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  gold ; 
The  palace  of  great  Lucifer  (so  call 
That  structure  in  the  dialect  of  men 
Inteq>reted),  which  not  long  after,  he 

'  t.  r.  bright,  cleu  «  ligbtmng.    Cf.  Dan.  i.  fl ;  MML  nviii. 


Affecting  all  equalitj  with  God, 
In  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon 
Messiah  was  declared  in  s^ht  of  Heaven, 
The  Mountain  of  the  Congregat'.on'  called; 
For  thither  he  assembled  all  hia  train, 
Pretending  bo  commanded  to  consult 
About  the  great  receptiou  of  their  King 
Thither  to  come,  and  with  calumnious  art 
Of  counterfeited  truth  thus  held  their  eara: 

"  '  Thrones,  dominatiouB,  princedoms,  virtues,  powers, 
Jf  these  magniflc  titles  yet  remain 
Not  merely  titular,  since  bj  decree 
Another  now  hath  to  himself  engrossed 
All  power,  and  us  eclipsed,  under  the  name 
Of  Kii^  anointed,  for  whom  ail  this  haste 
Of  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  here. 
This  only  to  consult ;  how  we  may  best. 
With  what  may  be  devised  of  honours  new, 
Beceive  him  coming  to  receive  from  us 
Knee-tribute  yet  unpaid,  prostration  vile. 
Too  much  to  one,  but  double  how  endured, 
To  one  and  to  his  image  now  proclaimed  ? 
But  what  if  better  cotmsets  might  erect 
Our  minds,  and  teach  us  to  cast  off  this  yoke? 
Will  ye  submit  your  necks,  and  choose  to  bend 
The  supple  knee  ?   Ye  will  not,  if  I  trtist 
To  know  ye  right,  or  if  ya  know  yourselves, 
Natives  and  sons  of  Heaven,  possessed  before 
By  none,  and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free. 
Equally  free ;  for  orders  and  degrees 
Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  consist' 
Who  can  in  reason  then,  or  right,  assume ' 
Monarchy  over  such  as  live  by  right 
His  equals,  if  in  power  and  Hplendour  less. 
In  freedom  equal?  or  can  introduce 
Law  and  edict  on  us,  who,  without  law. 
Err  not?  much  less  for  this  to  be  onr  Lord, 
And  look  for  adoration,  to  the  abuse 

1  lea.  liT.  13.  '  i,  *.  agre*. 

'  i.e.  who  can  assQme  monMchy,  Ao.,  mnch  less  obq  anj  ana 
iDtrodnce  law  ...  or  that  this  on»  (t.  i.  the  Measinh,  s9  in  v.  TTft, 
777)  to  be  our  LoFd,  uid  seek  adoration  b;  the  abuse  of  thesa  tides, 
&C.  The  passage  is,  honeier,  fu  from  satisfactory,  and  bn  given 
rise  to  mocb  discussion. 


Of  those  imperial  titleB,  ■which  asseri 

Our  being  ordained  to  govern,  not  to  serve.' 

"  Thus  far  his  hold  discourse  without  control 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  seraphim 
Ahdiel,  than  whorn  none  with  more  zeal  adored 
The  Dei^,  and  divine  commands  obeyed, 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  severe, 
The  current  of  his  fiiry  thus  opposed : 

" '  Oh,  aroument  hlaflphemous,  false  and  proud  I 
Worda  whicn  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Heaven 
Expected,  least  of  all  from  thee,  ingrate, 
In  place  thyself  so  high  above  th j  peers. 
Canst  thou  with  impious  obloquy  condemn 
The  just  decree  of  God,  pronounced  and  sworn, 
That  to  hia  only  Son,  by  r^ht  endued 
With  regal  sceptre,  every  soul  in  Heaven 
ShoU  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honour  due 
Confess  him  rightful  King?  uujust,  thou  sayest, 
Flatly  unjust,  to  bind  with  htws  the  free. 
And  equal  over  equals  to  let  reign. 
One  over  all  with  unsucceeded  power. 
Shalt  thou  give  law  to  God  ?  shajt  thou  dispute 
With  him  flie  points  of  libertj,  who  made 
Thee  what  thou  art,  and  formed  the  powers  of  Heaven 
Such  as  he  pleased,  and  circumscribed  their  being? 
Yet,  by  experience  taught,  we  know  how  good, 
And  of  our  good  and  of  our  dignity 
How  provident  he  is,  how  far  from  thought 
To  make  us  less,  bent  rather  to  exalt 
Our  happy  state  under  one  head  more  near 
United.    But  to  grant  it  thee  unjust. 
That  equal  over  equals  monarch  reign : 
Thyself,  though  great  and  glorious,  dost  thou  couiit. 
Or  all  angelic  nature  joined  in  one. 
Equal  to  nim  begotten  Son  ?  by  whom. 
Ab  by  his  Word,  the  mighty  Father  made 
All  things,  even  ihee ;  and  all  the  spirits  of  Heaven 
By  him  created  in  their  bright  degrees. 
Crowned  them  with  glory,  and  to  their  glory  named 
Thrones,  dominations,  princedoms,  ' ' 
"  ■       ign  ( 

:e  he  the  head. 
One  of  our  number  thus  reduced  becomes ; 
His  laws  our  laws ;  all  honour  to  him  done 

I.  ioogic 


Returns  our  own.    Cease  then  this  impious  r^e, 
And  tempt  not  theae,  bnt  hasten  to  sppeiise 
The  iaoeneed  Father,  and  the  inoensed  Son, 
WMe  paidon  may  be  found  in  time  besought 

"  So  spake  the  ferrent  angel ;  but  his  zeal 
Koue  seconded,  as  out  of  season  judged. 


"  That  we  were  formed  then,  sayestthou?  and  the  work 
Of  aeoondary  hands,  by  task  transferred 
From  Father  to  his  Son?  strange  point  and  new  I 
Doctrinewhioh  we  would  know  whence  learned;  whos&w 
When  this  creation  was  ?  rememberest  thou 
Th;  making,  while  the  Maker  gaye  thee  being  ? 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were  not  aa  now  ; 
Know  none  before  us,  self-begot,  self-raised 
!^  our  own  quickening  power,  when  fatal  course 
Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  mature 
Of  this  our  native  Heaven,  ethereal  sons. 
Our  puissance  is  our  own ;  our  own  right  hand 
Shall  teach  ue  highest  deeds,  by  proof  to  try 
Who  is  OUT  equal ;  tlien  thou  shalt  behold 
Whether  by  supplication  we  intend 
Address,  and  to  be^t  the  almighty  throne 
Beseeching  or  besieging.    This  repor^ 
These  tidings  carry  to  llie  anointed  Eit^; 
And  fly,  ere  evil  intercept  tby  flight" 

"  Ue  said,  and  as  the  sound  of  waters  deep. 
Hoarse  murmur  echoed  to  his  words  applause 
Through  the  infinite  host;  nor  less  for  that 
The  flaming  seraph  fearless,  though  alone,. 
Encompassed  round  with  foes,  thus  answered  bold : 

" '  0  alienate  from  God,  0  spirit  accursed. 
Forsaken  of  all  good  !  I  see  thy  fall 
Det«miined,  and  thy  hapless  crew  involred 
In  this  perfldious  fniud,  contagion  spread 
Both  of  thy  orime  and  punishment :  henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 
Of  God's  Messiah;  those  indulgent  laws 
Will  not  be  now  vouchsafed ;  other  decrees 
Against  thee  are  gone  forth  without  recall ; 
That  golden  sceptre,  which  thou  didst  reject, 
Is  now  an  iron  rod  to  bruise  and  break 
Thy  disobedience.     Well  thou  didst  adviae ; 


^  ioogic 


Yet  not  for  thy  advice  or  threata  I  fly 
These  wicked  tents  devoted,  lest '  the  wraOi 
.    Impendent,  raging  into  sudden  flame, 
Disdi^uish  not;  Tor  eoon  expect  to  feel 
His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  flre. 
Then  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn. 
When  who  can  uncreate  thee  thou  ahalt  know.' 
"So  epake  iue  aeraph  Atidiel.  faithM  found 
Among  the  faithless,  faithful  only  he ; 
Among  innumerable  false,  unmoved, 
Uush^en,  iinseduced,  un  terrified. 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ; 
Nor  number,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 
To  swerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  constant  mind, 
Thoi^h  single.     From  amidst  them  forth  he  passed, 
Long  way  throi^h  hostile  ecom,  which  he  sustuined 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  feared  aught; 
And  with  retorted  scorn  his  back  he  turned 
On  those  proud  towers  to  swift  destruction  doomed. 

'  1.  (.  bat  1  fl;  lot. 
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"  All  night  the  dreadless  angel,  unpursued. 
Through  Heaven's  wide  champain  held  his  waj 
Waked  by  the  circling  hours,'  with  ro^  hand 


Through  Heaven's  wide  champain  held  his  way;  till  morn. 
Waked  by  the  circling  hours,'  with  ro^  hand 
Unbarred  the  gates  of  hght.    There  h 


Within  the  mount  of  Qod,  fast  by  hia  throne, 

Where  light  and  darkness  in  perpetual  ruund 

Lodge  anddislodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through  Heaven 

Grateful  vicissitudes  like  day  and  night;  ' 

Light  issues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 

Obsequious  darkness  enters,  till  her  hour 

"  Hesvf  n'a  golden  gates,  kept  by  the  wing*d  honra ; 
CoDuniBBioned  in  allemate  watch  they  stand. 
The  SBU'a  bright  portals  and  the  Bkies  command. 
Involve  in  cloads  the  eternal  gates  of  day. 
Or  the  dark  barrier  loU  with  ease  away.  Pope. 


To  veil  tlie  heaTen,  though  d&rkneBS  there  might  well 
Seem  twilight  here;  and  now  went  forth  the  mom, 
Such  aa  in  highest  Hearen,  arrayed  in  gold 
Empyreal ;  from  before  her  vaniBhed  night, 
Shot  thi'ough  with  orient  beams;  when  all  the  plain, 
Covered  with  thick  embattled  squadrons  bright, 
Chariotd  and  flaming  arms,  and  fiery  steeds, 
Eeflecting  blaze  on  blase,  first  met  his  view : 
War  he  perceived,  war  in  procinct,'  and  found 
Already  Known  what  he  for  news  hod  thought 
To  have  reported ;  gladly  then  he  mixed 
Among  those  friendly  powers,  whom  him  received 
With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one, 
That  of  BO  many  myriads  fallen,  yet  one 
Betumed  not  lost.     On  to  the  sacred  hill 
They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  present 
Before  the  seat  supreme;  from  whence  a  voice, 
From  midst  a  golden  cloud  thus  mild  was  heaiil : 

"  '  Servant  of  God,  well  done  I  well  haat  thou  foi^ht 
The  heUer  fight,  who  single  hast  maintained 
Against  revolted  multitudes  the  cause 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  arms; 
And  for  the  testimony  of  truth  hast  home 
Uiiiversal  reproach,  far  worse  to  bear 
Thau  violence ;  for  this  was  all  thy  care, 
To  stand  approved  in  sight  of  God,  though  worlds 
Judged  tliee  perverse :  Uie  easier  conquest  now 
BemaioB  thee,  aided  by  this  host  of  fi^ends, 
Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return 
Than  Ecomed  thou  didst  depart ;  and  to  subdue 
Bj  force,  who  reason  for  their  law  refuse ; 
Bight  reason  for  their  law,  and  for  their  King 
Messiah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 
Go.  Michael,'  oi^  celestial  armies  pnnce. 
And  thou  in  military  prowess  next, 
1  h  prociactu,  i.  i.  girt,  ready  for 


V  Higmfiefl  tlie  "  power  of  God-" 
D  may  oe  ccnsorea  perDHjjB  as  a  piece  of  wrODg  conduct  in  the  puem 
that  (be  comTuiaBion  here  giien  is  not  eieealed ;  they  are  ordered  tt 
"  diive"  the  letiel  angels  "  nut  from  God  and  bliss,"  bnt  tliis  ii 
effected  at  last  lij  the  MessiBh  alone.  Some  reasons  fcr  it  ari 
naiGned  in  the  speech  of  G  od,  ver.  880,  and  in  that  of  the  Messiah 
ver.  801,  in  this  book.— iVwfon. 


Gabriel,  ]ead  forth-to  battle  these  mj  Bons 
Invincible,  lead  forth  my  armed  SHimta 
Bj  thouBanda  and  b;  millions  ranged  Ear  fight, 
Equal  in  number  to  that  godless  crew 
BeDellious ;  them  with  fire  and  hostile  arms 
Fearless  assault,  and  h)  the  brow  of  Heayen 
PurBmns.  drive  them  out  from  God  and  bliss 
Into  their  place  of  punishment,  the  gulf 
Of  Tartarus,  which  ff  ai5y  opens  wide 
His  flerj  cW)s'  to  receive  their  foil.' 

"  So  spake  the  sorran  yoioe,  and  clouds  began 
To  darken  all  the  hill,'  and  smoke  to  roll 


Ethereal  trumpet  from  on  high,  'gan  blow ; 

At  which  command  the  powers  militant, 

rhat  stood  for  Heaven,  m  mighty  quadrate  joined 

Of  tmion  irresistible,  moved  on 

In  sUence  their  br^bt  legions,  to  the  sound 

Of  instrumental  harmony,  that  breathed 

Heroic  ardour  to  adventurous  deeds 

Under  their  godlike  lead'^rs,  in  the  cause 

Of  God  and  his  Messiah.     On  tiiey  move 

IndisBOlubly  firm ;  nor  obvious  hill, 

Nor  straitening  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  stieam,  divides 

Their  perfect  ranks ;  for  high  above  the  ground  * 

tal 

Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing. 
Came  summoned  over  Eden  to  receive 
Their  names  of  thee ;  so  over  many  a  tract 
Of  Heaven  they  marched,  and  many  a  prorinoe  wide 
Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene :  at  last. 
Far  in  the  horizon  to  the  north  appeared 
Prom  skirt  to  skirt  a  fiery  region,  stretched 

>  "  ChaOB "  QU;  mean  an;  pUce  of  coofaBioD ;  but  if  m  take  it 
■trictli.  larUnu.  or  He]],vu  bnilt  in  Chww  (ii.  IJKIS),  md  there- 
fore wax  part  of  h,  beinit  ■lored  with  firs,  may  not  impn^erl;  be 
called  "  a  nary  oImm."— JViidIdil 

>  Cf.  Eioi.  m.  Ifl.  Bqq, 
■  Obt  antbor  attribntee  i 

the  anoianta  did  to  their  gods  ;  vhich  WHa  gliding  tJirongli  v  .  

wilbont  eyei  toaohing  Ibe  groond  irith  their  feet,  or  at  Mhioa  riaa- 
where  elenantlj  eiprtsaci  it  (b.  liii,  301),  "  nnvotlHtidiiig  wtthcmt 
»l«p."— A'crolun. 


B.T1.  Bl— 11G,  PARAD19S    LOST. 

In  battulous  aspect,  and  neater  view 
Bristled  with  upright  beams  innumerable 
Of  rigid  spears,  and  helmets  thronged,  and  shields 
Various,  with  boastful  argument  portrayed, 
The  baaded  powers  ot  Satan  hastmg  or 


To  set  the  envier  of  his  state,  the  proud 
Aspirer ;  but  their  thoughts  proved  fond  and  Tsia 
In  the  midway :  though  strange  to  us  it  seemed 
At  firat,  that  angel  should  wiib  angel  war, 
And  in  fierce  hosting'  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 
So  oft  in  festivals  of  joy  and  love 
Uoanimous,  as  sons  of  one  great  Sire, 
Hymning  the  eternal  Father.    But  die  shout 
Of  battle  now  began,  and  rushing  sound 
Of  onset,  ended  soon  each  milder  thought. 
High  in  the  midst,  exalted  as  a  god. 
The  apostate  in  bis  sun-bright  chariot  sat, 
Idol  *  of  majesty  divine,  enclosed 
With  flaming  cherubim  and  golden  shields ; 
Then  lighted  from  his  goi^ous  throne ;  for  now, 
Twixt  host  and  host,  but  narrow  space  was  left, 
A  dreadful  interval,  and  front  to  mint 
Presented  stood  in  lerrible  array 
Of  hideous  length :  before  the  cloudy  van, 
On  the  rough  edge'  of  battle  ere  it  joined, 
Satan,  with  vast  and  haughty  strides  advanced. 
Came  towering,  armed  in  adamant  and  gold; 
Abdiel  that  si^ht  endnred  not,  where  he  stood 
Amoi^  the  mighdest,  bent  on  bigbest  deeds. 
And  thus  his  own  on'iaunted  heart  explores  :* 

" '  O  Heaven  I  that  such  resemblance  of  the  Highest 
Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  reilty* 

>  This  word  "  hosting,'  toetai  to  ham  been  flrat  eoiited  b;  oiir 
mthor.  It  is  *  ver;  eipresdre  -miTd,  and  plainlj  formed  froni  Iha 
aobflUntiTB  ImL  And  if  ever  it  is  right  to  laake  new  vcvda,  it  ia 
«hea  tha  occosbn  ia  so  nev  uid  eTtraordiauy. — NaeUm. 

'  i.  t.  reaemblance.  bnt  in  «  bad  sense.  '  See.  L  2TS. 

*  Homer,  II.  xiii  : — 

"  He  stood,  and  (^esticmed  Ihm  his  mightj  oiud," 

•  Lojallj.    Sm  Pearce. 
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liO  Hilton's  foeticaj.  wobeb.         b.  tl  lU— lift 

Remain  not !  wherefore  should  not  strength  and  might 

There  fail  where  Tirtue  fails,  or  weakest  prove 

■Where  boldest,  though  to  sight  unconquerable? 

His  puiHsance,  trusting  in  the  Almighty's  aid, 

I  mean  to  try,  whose  reason  I  have  tried 

TTnsound  and  false ;  iior  is  it  aught  but  just. 

That  he  who  in  debate  of  tiiith  hath  won. 

Should  win.  in  arms,  in  both  disputes  alike 

Victor ;  though  brutish  thatj:oiitest  and  foul. 

When  reason  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  so 

Most  lesdon  ia  that  reason  overcome.' 

"  So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  stepping  oppoaite,  half-way  he  met 
His  daring  foe,  at  this  prevention  more 
Inoensed.  and  thus  securely  him  defied : 

"'  Proud!  art  thou  met?  thy  hope  was  to  have  reacbed 
The  height  of  thy  aspiring  unopposed. 
The  throne  of  God  unguarded,  and  his  side 
Abandoned  at  the  terror  of  thy  power 
Or  potent  tongue :  fool !  not  to  think  how  vain 
AgBinst  the  Omnipotent  to  rise  in  arms; 
Who  out  of  smalleBt  things  could  without  end 
Have  raised  incessant  armies  to  defeat 
Thy  folly;  or,  with  solitary  hand. 
Beaching  beyond  all  Umit,  at  one  blow 
Unaided  could  have  finished  thee,  and  whelmed 
Thy  legions  under  darkness :  but  thou  seest 
All  are  not  of  thj  train ;  there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,  and  piety  to  Ood,  though  then  I 

To  thee  not  visible,  when  I  alone 
Seemed  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  dissent 
From  all :  my  sect  thou  seeat ;  now  learn  too  late 
How  few  sometiifleB  may  know,  when  thousands  err'  ' 

"  Whom  the  grand  foe.  with  scornful  eye  askajice. 
Thus  answered :  '  111  for  Ihee,  but  Jn  wished  hour 
Of  my  revenge,  first  sought  for,  thou  retum'st  j 

From  flight,  seditious  angel!  to  receive 
Thy  mented  reward,  the  first  assay 
Of  til'"  right  hand  provoked,  since  first  that  tongue, 
Inmired  with  contradiction,  durst  oppose 
A  mird  part  of  the  gods,  in  synod  met 
Thoir  deities  to  assert;  who,  while  they  feel 
Vigour  divine  within  diem,  can  allow 
Omnipotence  to  none      But  well  thou  oora'st 


Before  thy  fellows,  ambitioua  to  win 
From  me  Bome  plume,  that  thy  success  may  show 
Destruclion  to  the  rest :  this  pause  between 
(Unanswered  lest  thou  hoaet)  to  let  thee  know, 
At  first  I  thought  that  liberty  and  Heaven 
To  heavenly  souls  hod  been  all  one ;  hut  now 
I  see  that  most  through  sloth  had  rather  serve, 
Mimatering  spirits,  trained  up  in  feaat  and  song ; 
"    Such  hast  thou  armed,  the  minstrelsy  of  Heaven , 
Servility  with  freedom  to  contend. 
As  both  their  deeds  compared  this  day  shall  prove.' 

"  To  whom  in  brief  thus  Abdiel  stem  replied : 
*  Apostate !  still  thou  err'st,  nor  end  wilt  find 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote : 
Unjustly  thou  deprav'st  it  with  the  name 
Of  Berviiude,  to  serve  whom  God  ordains. 
Or  nature ;  God  and  nature  bid  the  same, 
When  he  who  nUes  is  worthiest  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs.    This  is  servitude, 
To  serve  the  unwise,  or  him  who  hath  rebeUcJ 
AgMnst  his  wortliier,  as  thine  now  serve  thee. 
Thyself  not  iree,  but  to  thyself  enthralled ; 
Tet  lewdly  dar'st  our  ministering  upbraid. 
Beign  thou  in  Hell  thy  kingdom ;  let  me  serve 
In  Heaven  God  ever  blest,  and  Ms  divine 
Behests  obey,  worthiest  to  be  obeyed ; 
Tet  ebaina  in  Hell,  not  realms,  espect:  meanwhile 
Prom  me  returned,  as  erst  thou  eaidst,  from  flight. 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  crest  receive.' 
"  So  saying,  a  noble  stroke  he  lifted  high, 
Which  bung  not,  but  so  swift  with  tempest  fell 
On  the  proud  crest  of  Satan,  that  no  aght. 
Nor  motion  of  swift  thought^  less  could  his  shield, 
8ueh  ruin  intercept;  ten  paces  huge 
He  back  recoiled ;  the  tenth  on  bended  knee 
His  massy  spear  upstayed ;  as  if  on  earth 
Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 
Sidelong,  had  pushed  a  mountain  (ram  his  seat. 
Half  sunk  with  all  his  pines.     Amazement  seized 
The  rebel  thrones,  but  greater  rage  to  see 
Thus  foiled  their  mightiest ;  ours  Joy  filled,  and  shout, 
Presage  of  victory,  and  fierce  desire 
Of  battle :  whereat  Michael  bid  sound 
The  archangel  trumpet;  through  the  vast  of  Heaven 
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It  sounded,  and  the  ftuthful  armies  rung 

Hosasna  to  tbe  Highest ;  tior  stood  at  gaze 

The  adverse  legions;  nor  less  hideous  joined 

The  horrid  shook.    Now  stonning  fury  rose, 

And  clamour  such  as  heard  in  Heaven  till  now 

Was  neTSr ;  arms  on  armour  c}R3hing  brajed 

Horrihle  discord,  and  the  madding  wheels 

Of  brazen  chariots  raged ;  dire  was  the  noise 

Of  conflict;  overhead  the  dismal  hiss 

Of  fiery  darts*  in  flaming  volleys  flew, 

And  flying  vaulted  eitlier  host  with  fire. 

So  under  fiery  cope  together  rushed 

Both  battles  main,  widi  ruinous  assault 

And  inextinguishable  rage.  All  Heaven 

Besovmded,  and  had  earfli  been  then,  ail  earth 

Had  to  her  centre  shook.    What  wonder,  when 

Millions  of  fierce  encountering  ai^ls  fought 

On  either  side,  the  least  of  whom  could  wield 

These  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

Of  all  their  regions?    How  much  more  of  power. 

Army  against  army  numberless  to  raise 

DreadfiS  combustion  warring,  and  disturb. 

Though  not  destroy,  their  happy  native  seat ; 

Had  not  the  eternal  King  ommpotent. 

From  his  atroi^  hold  of  Heaven,  high  over-ruled 

And  limited  their  might;  though  numbered  such 

As  each  divided  legion  might  have  seemed 

A  numerous  host ;  in  strength  each  armed  hand 

A  legion ;  led  in  fight,  jet  leader  seemed 

Each  warrior,  single  as  in  chief,  expert 

When  to  advance,  or  stand,  or  turn  the  sway 

Of  battle,  open  when,  and  when  to  close 

The  ridges' of  grim  war;  no  thought  of  flight; 

None  of  retreat;  no  unbecomit^deed 

That  argued  fear ;  each  on  himself  relied, 

As  only  in  his  arm  the  moment  lay 

Of  victory.     Deeds  of  eternal  fume 

Were  done,  but  infinite ;  for  wide  was  spread 

That  war  and  various ;  sometimes  on  firm  grounil 

A  siaading  fi^ht,  then  soaring  on  main  wing 

Tormented  all  the  air;  all  air  cseinM  tbnn 

Conflicting  fire.    Long  time  in  even  scale 

'  I,  «.  tbe  hissing  darts  flew. 

>  Banks,  a  meUphoi  Ukea  from  a  plaoghvd  fieU. 
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The  battle  hung ; '  till  Satan,  who  tiiat  day 
Prodigioua  power  had  shown,  and  met  in  arms 
No  equal,  ranging-  through  the  dire  attack 
Of  flgnting  seraphim  cotSused,  at  length 
Saw  where  Ilia  sword  of  Michael  smote,  and  ifelled 
Squadrons  at  once ;  with  huge  two-handed  sway' 
Brandished  aloft,  the  horrid  edge  came  down 
Wide  wasting:  such  deatniotdon  to  withstand 
He  hasted,  and  opposed  the  rooky  orb 
Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  shield, 
A  vast  circumference.     At  his  approach 
The  great  archangel  from  his  warlike  toil 
Surceased,  and  glad,  as  hoping  here  to  end 
Intestine  war  in  Heaven,  uie  arch  foe  subdued. 
Or  captive  dragged  in  chains,  with  hostile  irown 
And  visage  all  inflamed,  first  thus  began : 

"  '  Author  of  evil,  unknown  till  thy  revolt. 
Unnamed  in  Heaven,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  seest 
These  acts  of  hateful  strife,  hateful  to  all, 
Though  heaviest  by  just  measure  on  thyself 
And  fliy  adherents ;  how  hast  thou  diaturbed 
Heaven's  blessed  peace,  and  into  nature  brought 
Misery,  uncreated  till  the  crime 
Of  thy  rebellion  1  how  hast  thou  instilled 
Thy  malice  into  thousands,  once  upr^ht 
And  faithful,  now  proved  false  1    But  think  not  hera 
To  trouble  holy  rest;  Heaven  casts  thee  out 
From  aU  her  confines.     Heaven,  the  seat  of  hliss, 
Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war. 
Hence,  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  along, 
Thy  offspring,  to  the  place  of  evil.  Hell, 
Thou  and  thy  wicked  crew;  there  mii^le  broils, 
Ere  this  avet^iug  sword  begin  thy  doom. 
Or  some  more  sudden  vei^ance,  winged  irom  God, 
Precipitate  thee  with  augmented  pain.' 
"  So  spake  the  prince  of  angeb ;  to  whom  thus 

'  Homer,  11.  liL: — 

"  Ab  when  two  scales  ars  chained  with  doubtful  loads. 
So  stood  the  war.  till  Heetor'B  iDBtchleES  might 
With  btespreiailiDg  turned  Che  scale  oCfight."  For- 
It  ahowB  how  entirely  ths  ide»s  of  ihivalry  and  romonos 
'  Milton,  to  make  Michael  fight  with  &  tico-handca  iuii,i 
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The  adversary:'    'Nor  think  thou  with  wind 

Of  airy  threats  to  awe,  whom  yet  with  deeda 

Thou  canst  not.     Hast  thou  turned  the  least  of  these 

To  flight,  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rise 

Un vanquished,  easier  to  transact  with  me 

That  thoa  shouldst  hope,  imperious,  and  with  threats 

To  chase  me  henoe  ?     Err  not'  that  so  shall  end 

The  strife  which  thou  cail'st  evil,  but  we  style 

The  strife  of  glory ;  which  we  mean  to  win. 

Or  turn  this  Heaven  itself  into  tliB  Hell 

Thou  fablest;  here,  however,  to  dwell  free, 

If  not  to  reign :  meanwhile  thy  utmost  force. 

And  join  him  named  Almighty  to  thy  aid ; 

I  fly  not,  hut  have  sought  thee,  far  and  nigh.* 

"  They  ended  parte,  and  both  addressed  for  fight 
UnspeaKable  ;  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 
Of  angels,  can  relate,  or  to  what  iMngs 
Liken  on  earth  conepicnous,  that  may  lift 
Human  imagination  to  such  height 
Of  godUke  power  ?  for  likest  gods  they  seemed. 
Stood  they  or  moved,  in  statue,  motion,  arms, 
Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Heaven. 
Now  waved  their  fiery  swords,  and  in  the  air 
Made  horrid  circles ;  two  broad  suns  their  shieltla 
Blaned  opposite,  while  expectation  stood 
Ih  horror :  from  each  hand  with  speed  retired, 
Where  erst  was  thickest  fight,  the  angelic  throi^, 
And  left  large  field,  unsafe  within  the  wind 
Of  such  commotion :  such  as  (to  set  forth 
Great  things  by  small)  if,  nature's  concord  broke, 
Among  the  constellations  war  were  spnmg. 
Two  planets,  rushing  from  aspect  m^^ 
Of  fiercest  opposition,  in  mid  sky 
Should  combat,  and  their  jarring  spheres  confound. 
Tfwether  both,  with  nest  to  almighty  arm. 
Uplifted  imminent;  one  stroke  they  aimed 
That  might  determine,  and  not  need  repeat. 
As  not  of  power  at  once ;  nor  odds  appeared 
In  might  or  swift  prevention :  but  the  sword 
Of  Michael,  from  the  armoury  of  God 
Was  given  him  tempered  so,  that  neither  keen 
Nor  sohd  might  resist  that  edge  :  it  met 
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The  sword  of  Satan  nith  steep  force  to  smita 

Descendii^,  and  in  half  cut  aheer ;  nor  etajed. 

Bat  with  Bwih  wheel  leverse,  deep  entering,  shared 

All  liis  right  side :  then  Satan  first  knew  pain. 

And  writhed  hint  to  and  fro  convolved;  bo  sore 

The  griding  ewmd  with  discontinuous  wound 

Passed  through  him :  but  the  ethereal  suhstanoa  closed. 

Not  long  diviaible,  and  from  the  gash 

A  stream  of  nectarous  hnmour  issuing  flowed 

Sanguine,'  such  oa  celestial  ^irits  may  bleed. 

And  all  his  armour  stained,  erewhite  so  bright 

Forthwith  on  all  rades  to  his  aid  was  run 

B  J  angels  many  and  strot^,  who  interposed 

Defence,  while  others  bore  bim  on  their  shields 

Back  to  hie  chariot,  where  it  stood  retired 

From  off  the  files  of  war;  there  they  him  laid, 

Gnashing  for  anguish  and  despite  and  shame, 

To  find  himeelf  not  matchless,  and  his  pride 

Humbled  by  such  rebuke,  bo  far  beneath 

His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  power. 

Yet  Boon  he  healed ;  for  BpiritB  that  live  throughout 

Vital  in  every  part,  not  as  frail  man 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins, 

Cannot  but  by  anufhilf^t'^g  die ; 

Nor  in  their  Qquid  teituie  mor^  wound 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air. 

All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear. 

All  intellect,  all  sense ;  and,  as  they  please. 

They  limb  themselvee,  and  colour,  shape  or  size 

Assume,  as  hkes  them  best,  condense  or  rare.* 

"  Meanwhile  in  other  parts,  like  deeds  deserved 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought, 

'{.<.■  rtremi  of  nectartnw  hamonr  coDvertsd  into  fnch  liquor  u 
■piriu  bleed.     The  wue  idea  it  eipngied  bj  the  HomBiic  icior, 

ctav,— 

"  From  tlie  cleu  Tein  a  atream  inmtortal  flowed, 
8ach  streBLia  is  iseaea  from  a  woaDded  god ; 


Unlike  onr  groM,  disei 
For  not  the  bread  of ' 


ice  flnpplies  their  reini.'*         Pope. 
all  Uilton,  ■boondi  with  Homeiin 


tB3  MILTON^  POBTIOAl  WOREH.  B.  Tl.  SiS-N*. 

And  with  fierce  easisns  pierced  the  deep  array 

Of  Moloch,  furious  king,  who  him  defied. 

And  at  lus  chariot  wheels  to  drag  him  homid 

Threatened,  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heaven 

Refrained  Iiis  tongue  blafiphemous ;  but  anon, 

Down  cloven  to  tlie  waist,  with  ehattored  arma 

And  unooutli '  pain  fled  bellowing.     On  each  winj 

Uriel  and  Raphael  his  vaunting  foe, 

Thoi^h  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  armed. 

Vanquished  Adrameleoh,*  and  Aemadai,' 

Two  potent  thrones,  that  to  he  less  than  gods 

Disdained,  but  meaner  thoughts  learned  ia  their  flight. 

Mangled  with  gliastlv  wounds  through  plate  end  mail. 

Nor  stood  unmindf ul  Abdiel  to  annoy 

The  atheist  crew,  but  with  redoubled  blow 

Ariel*  and  Arioch,*  and  the  violence 

Of  Ramiel,'  scorched  and  blasted,  overthrew. 

I  might  relate  of  thousands,  and  their  names 

Eternize  here  on  earth ;  but  those  elect 

Angela,  contented  with  their  fame  in  Heaven, 

Seek  not  the  praise  of  men :  the  other  sort, 

In  might  though  wondrous  and  in  acts  of  war. 

Nor  of  renown  less  eager,  yet  by  doom 

Cancelled  from  Heaven  and  sacred  memory. 

Nameless  in  darlc  oblivion  let  them  dwell. 

For  strength  from  truth  divided,  end  from  just, 

Illaudable,'  nought  merits  hut  dispraise 


Therefore  eternal  sOence  be  their  doom. 

"  And  now,  their  mightiest  quelled,  the  battle  swerved," 
With  many  an  inroad  gored ;  deformed  rout 
Entered,  and  foul  disorder;  all  the  ground 
With  aliivered  armour  strown,  and  on  a  heap 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  ovejlumed, 

I  Unconth,  (.  e.  unoaaaL     See  Tjrwhitt'i  GL  to  ChaQcer,  p.  638, 
ed.ito;  cf.  Spenser.  F.  Q.  L  11,20  :— 

"  The  piercing  steel  thers  wroaght  a  womid  flill  wide, 
That  with  the  imccuH  pain  the  monster  loudlj  oriad." 
<  Mighlj/  magniJIcciil  king,   one  of  the  idols  of  Sepharvum,  wot- 
sliipped  by  them  in  Saniarit.,  2  Kings  xtii.  31. 
'  Same  as  Asmodeus,  Tobit  iiL  8. 

•■  Lion>  of  God.  ■        'Afltrctlion. 

*  Oiu  llal  mau  himteV  agaiiui  Gad.      I  Worthless.      •  Gave  waj. 


Aad  fiery  fotuning  steeds;  what'  stood,  recoiled 

O'er-wearied,  through  the  faint  Satanic  host 

Defensive  scarce,  or  with  pale  fear  surprised, 

Then  first  with  fear  surprised  and  sense  of  pain. 

Fled  ignominious,  to  such  evil  broi^ht 

By  sin  of  disobe^ence,  till  that  hour 

Not  liable  to  fear,  or  flight,  or  pain. 

Far  otherwise  the  inviolalilo  saints, 

In  cubic' phalanx  firm  Hdvanced  entire, 

Invulnerable,  impenetrably  armed  ; 

Such  high  advantages  Iheu'  innocence 

Gave  them  above  dieir  foes,  not  to  have  ainned, 

Not  to  have  disobeyed ;  in  sight  tbej  stood 

Unwearied,  unobno\ious  to  be  pained 

By  wound,  though  from  their  place  by  violence  moved. 

"  Now  night  her  course  began,  anii.  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darlmess,  grateful  truce  imposed. 
And  silence  on  tho  odious  din  of  war : 
Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retired, 
Victor  and  vanqiiished ;  on  the  foughten  field 
Michael  and  his  angels  prevalent 
Encamping,  placed  in  guard  their  watches  round, 
Cherubic  waving  firea :  on  the  oliier  pa"*- 
Satan  with  his  rebellious  disappeared. 
Far  in  the  dark  dislodged;  and,  void  of  iv.st, 
His  potentates  to  council  called  by  night ; 
And  in  the  midst  thus  undismayed  began ; 

"  '  0  now  in  danger  tried,  now  known  in  arms 
Not  to  be  overpowered,  companions  dear. 
Pound  worthy  not  of  liberty  alone. 
Too  mean  pretence,  but  what  we  more  afiect. 
Honour,  dominion,  glory,  and  renown  ; 
Who  have  sustained  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 
(And  if  one  day,  why  not  eternal  days  ?) 
What  Heaven's  Lord  had  powerfullcst  to  send 
Against  us  from  about  his  throne,  and  judged 
Sufficient  to  subdue  us  to  his  will, 
But  proves  not  so ;  then  fallible,  it  aeema. 
Of  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  now 
Omniscient  thought    True  is,'  less  firmly  armed. 
Some  disadvantage  we  endured,  and  pain, 

>  TluB  epithet  mnst  ba  taken  rather  as  dw  ting  the  tjmfiarlHtti 
than  Uie/i™  attba  phalaBi  °Tni«ilu. 
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Till  now  not  known,  but,  known,  as  Boon  contemned ;    - 

Since  now  we  find  this  our  empjrreal  form 

Incapable  of  mortal  injury. 

Imperishable,  and  though  pierced  with  wound, 

Soon  clostng,  and  by  native  vigour  healed. 

Of  evil  then  so  small  as  easy  wink 

The  remedy ;  perhaps  more  valid  arms, 

Weapons  more  violent,  when  nest  we  meet, 

May  serve  to  better  us,  and  worse  our  foes, 

Or  equal  what  between  us  made  the  odds. 

In  nature  none ;  if  other  hidden  cause 

Left  them  superior,  while  we  can  preserve 

Unhurt  our  minds  and  understanding  sound, 

Pue  search  and  consultation  will  disdose.' 

"  He  sat :  and  in  the  assembly  nest  i^tood 
Nisroch,'  of  priudpaUties  the  prime ; 
As  one  he  stood  escaped  from  cruel  fight. 
Sore  toiled,  bis  riven  arms  to  havoc  hewn, 
And  cloudy  in  aspect  thus  answering  spake : 

"  '  DBliverer  from  new  lords,  leader  to  free 
Enjoyment  of  our  right  as  gods ;   yet  hard 
For  gods,  and  too  unequal  work  we  find, 
gainst  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain, 
Against  unpained,  impassive ;  from  which  evil 
Ruin  must  needs  ensue ;  for  what  avails 
Valour  or  strength,  though  matchless,  quelled  with  pain 
Which  all  subdues,  and  makes  remiss  the  hands 
Of  mightiest  ?     Sense  of  pleasure  we  may  well 
Spare  out  of  life,  perhaps,  and  not  repine, 
But  live  content,  which  is  the  calmest  life : 
But  pain  is  perfect  misery,  the  worst 
Of  evils,*  and,  esoessive,  overturns 
All  patience.    He  who  therefore  con  invent 
With  what  moi«  forcible  we  may  offend 
Our  yet  unwoimded  enemies,  or  arm 
OtirselTeB  with  like  defence,  to  me'  deserves 
No  less  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe.' 

1  (7»al>ai;I«,siiidDlDftheMmevite6,repre9eDtedin  their  Bcalptnres 
with  a  hurk's  head.    See  Layard'i  Nineveh. 

'  Nisroch  is  mada  to  Ulk  agreeably  to  the  sentiiiients  of  Hiero- 
nymiu,  and  those  philoeophers  who  maintuned  that  paiD  waa  the 
greaieat  of  evils ;  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  hiing  without  plea- 
•ore,  hot  there  waa  no  living  in  pain.  A  notion  Buit»ble  enough  to  > 
deilj  of  the  effeminate  Aeajtiana,— K«»1ob.  •  In  m  j  opinion. 


.    "  Whereto,  with  look  oompoaed,  Satan  replied : 
'  Not  luunTeBted  that,  which  thou  ar^ht 
Belier'Bt  so  main  to  out  soccess,  I  bring. 
Which  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  surface 
Of  this  ethereous  mould  whereon  we  st&ad, 
This  continent  of  spacious  Heaven,  adorned 
With  plant,  fruit,  fiower  ambrosial,  gems  and  gold ; 
Whose  eye  So  superfleially  survejB 
'  These  things,  as  not  to  mind  from  whence  thpy  grow 
Deep  under  grotmd,  materials  dark  and  crude, 
Of  spirituouB  and  fiezy  spume,  till  toiiehed 
With  Heaven's  ray,  and  tempered,  thej  shoot  forth 
So  beauteous,  opening  to  the  ambient  light? 
These,  in  their  dark  nativilj,  the  deep' 
Shall  yield  us,  pregnant  with  infemel  flame ; 
Which  into  hollow  engines'  long  and  round 
Thick-rammed,  at  the  other  bore  with  touch  of  fire 
Dilated  and  infuriate,  shall  send  forth 
From  far,  with  thundering  noise,  among  our  foes, 
Such  implements  of  mischief,  as  shall  dash 
To  pieces,  and  o'erwhelm  whateTCr  stands 


Nor  long  shall  he  our  labour ;  yet,  ere  dawn, 
Efifect  ahaU  end  out  wish.     Meanwhile  revive ; 
Abandon  fear;  to  streuglh  and  counsel  joiQed 
Think  nothing  hard,  much  less  to  be  despsiTed.' 

"  He  ended,  and  his  words  their  droopmg  cheer 
Enlightened,  and  their  languished  hope  revived, 
The  invention  all  admired,  and  each,  how  he 
To  be  the  inventor  missed ;  so  easy  it  seemed 
Once  found,  which  yet  unfound  most  would  have  thought 
Impossible ;  yet  haply  of  thy  race 
In  future  days,  if  malice  should  abound. 
Some  one  intent  on  mischief,  or  in^ired 
With  devihsh  machination,  might  devise 
like  instrument  to  plague  the  sons  of  men 
Fop  Bin,  on  war  and  mutual  slaughter  bent 
Forttiwith  from  cooncU  to  the  work  they  flew ; 

■  L  <.  the  (puse  below  the  ■nrtaie  of  the  groiind. 

*  Oreat  gunSi  the  firat  invention  whereof  is  very  pronerlj  aseribed 
to  tha  aauior  of  all  evil.  And  Aiiosto  has  desciiotd  them  in  the 
ume  manner  in  his  Orlando  Foiioso,  cant.  0,  at  26,  and  Uthbntet 
the  iDveDtion  to  the  deril. 
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None  aiguii^  stood ;  iimunierable  hands 
Were  i^j ;  im  a  moment  up  thej  turned 
Wide  the  celestial  soil,  and  saw  benealb 
The  originals  of  nature  in  their  crude 
Conception;  sulphurous  and  nitrons  foam ' 
They  found,  they  mingled,  and,  with  subtle  art 
Concocted  and  adjusted,  they  reduced 
To  hlackest  grain,  and  into  store  conveyed : 
Part  hidden  Tcins  d^ged  up  (nor  hath  this  eaifli 
Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and  stone, 
Whereof  to  found  their  engines  and  their  balls 
Of  misaiye  rain ;  part  incentive  reed 
Provide,  pernicious'  with  one  touch  to  fire. 
So  all  ere  day-spring,  under  conscious  night, 
Secret  they  finished,  and  in  order  set. 
With  silent  circumspectioo,  unespied. 

"  Now  when  fair  mom  orient  in  Heaven  appeared, 

1  rose  the  victor  angels,  and  to  arms 

e  matin  trumpet  sung  i  in  arms  they  stood 

Of  golden  panopty,  refloat  host. 

Soon  banded ;  others  &om  the  dawnii^  hUla 

Looked  round,  and  scouts  ea«h  coast  light-arm6d  scour. 

Each  quarter,  to  desciy  the  distant  foe, 

Where  lodged,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight, 

In  motion  or  in  halt:  him  soon  they  met 

Under  spread  ensigns  moving  n^h,  in  slow 

But  firm  battalion;  back  with  speediest  sail 

Zophie!,'  of  cherubim  the  swiftest  wing. 

Came  flying,  and  in  mid  air  aloud  thus  cried ; 

"  '  Arm,  warriors,  arm  for  fight !  the  foe  at  hand. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  save  us  long  pursuit 
This  day;  fear  not  his  flight;  so  thick  a  cloud 

'  BenUey  obserreB  that  only  two  inatcriala  are  bera  menlionBa, 
and  these  wlthoat  charcoal  cbd  never  maka  gunpavder.  This  is 
Imei  but  is  it  necessary  Ihat  a  poet  should  be  aa  eiait  aa  a  writer 
about  ana  and  Boienoea?  If  ao,  not  only  Milton  hat  Spenser  must  be 
blmued,  who  has  dona  the  same  thing  as  Milton  baa  dona  ;  for  in  bis 
Faerie  Queen,  b.  i.  o.  vii.  a.  13,  deaorihing  a  cannon  charged  with 
gunpowder,  he  Bays — 

"  With  windy  nitre  and  quick  nilphnr  fraught,' 
where  it  ia  obaarvBhla  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  chaccoal,  tboagh 


ipowder  cannot  be  without  it. — Pearc4. 
■  Perniz.  I.  f,  miachieronBly  ready. 
<  ThffyislGad. 
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He  comes,  and  settled  in  tiis  face  I  see 
Sad  resolution  and  secure  :  let  each 
His  adamantiiie  coat  gird  well,  and  each 
Fit  well  his  helm,  giipe  fast  his  orbM  shield. 
Borne  even  or  high ;  for  this  daj  will  povir  down, 
Tf  I  coniectute  aught,  no  drizzluig  shower. 
But  rattling  storm  of  arrows  harhed  with  tire.' 

"  So  warned  he  them,  aware  themselves,  and  soon 
In  order,  guit  of  all  impediment. 
Instant  without  disturb  they  took  alarm. 
And  onward  moved  embattled ;  when,  behold. 
Mot  distant  far,  with  heavj  pace,  the  foe 
Approaching  gross  and  huge,  in  hollow  cube 
Training  his  devilish  enginery,  impaled 
On  every  aide  with  sliadowing  squadiona  deep, 
To  hide  the  fraud.    At  interview  both  stood 
Awhile ;  hut  suddenly  at  head  appeared 
Satan,  and  Qnia  was  heard  commanding  loud  r 

"' Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold; 
That  all  may  see  who  hate  us,  how  we  seet 
Peace  and  composine,  and  with  open  breast 
Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Our  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverse ; 
But  that  I  doubt;  however,  witness  Heaven, 
Heaven  witness  tliou  anon,  while  we  ditcliarge^ 
Freely  our  part;  ye  who  appointed  stand. 
Do  as  you  nave  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud,  that  Edl  may  hear.' 

"  So  scofSng.  in  ambiguous  words,  he  scarce 
Had  ended,  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 
Divided,  and  to  either  flank  retired : 
Which  lo  our  eyes  discovei'ed,  new  and  strange, 
A  triple  mounted  row  of  pillars  laid 
On  wheels  (for  like  to  pfllara  most  they  seemed, 
Or  hollowed  bodies  made  of  oak  or  flr, 
With  branches  lopped,  in  wood  or  mountain  felled) 
Brass,  iron,  ston^  mould,*  had  not  their  mouths 
With  hideous  onfice  gaped  on  us  wide. 
Portending  hollow' truce:  at  each  behind 

'  Some  of  the  pnm  (if  anch  ihejbe)  srs  as  diBcreditatla  (o  Milton's 
iMto  u  to  poetry.  I  bsve  veiitured  to  ttalii;ise  them,  leet  thej  aliDuJil 
)»!nsh  onperceived.  i  Subatance,  tnose. 

>  Another  nle  pan,  Bcaicdy  Bnfficieat  to  l«mpt  an  angel  into  bo 


A  seraph  Btood,  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 

Stood  waving,  lipped  ^th  fire;  while  we,  suspense, 

Collected  stood  wilhin  our  thoi^hta  amused, 

Not  long;  for  sudden  all  at  once  their  reeds 

Put  form,  and  to  a.  narrow  vent  appUed 

With  nicest  touch.    Immediate  in  a  flame. 

But  soon  obacured  with  smoke,  all  Heaven  appeared, 

From  those  deep-throated  engines'  helched,  whose  roar 

Embowelled  with  outrageous  noise  the  air. 

And  all  her  entrails  tore,  disgorging  foul 

Their  devilish  glut,  chained  thunderbolts  and  hail 

Of  iron  globes ;  which,  on  the  victor  host 

Levelled,  with  such  impetuous  fury  smote, 

That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  stand. 

Though  standing  else  as  rocks,  but  down  they  fell 

Br  thousands,  angel  on  archangel  rolled. 

The  sooner  for  their  arms ;  unarmed  they  might 

Have  easily,  as  spirits,  evaded  swift 

By  quick  contraction  or  remove ;  hut  now 

Foul  dissipation  followed,  and  forced  rout ; 

Nor  served  it  to  relax  their  serried'  files. 

What  should  they  do  ?  if  on  they  rushed,  reptdso 

Repeated,  and  mdecent  overthrow 

Doubled,  would  render  them  yet  more  despised. 

And  to  their  foes  a  laughter;  for  in  view 

Stood  ranked  of  seraphnn  another  row, 

In  posture  to  displode  their  second  tire 

Of  thunder ;  back  defeated  to  return 

a  abhorred.    Satan  beheld  their  plight, 

o  his  mates  thus  in  derision  called : 
' '  O  friends,  why  come  not  on  these  victors  proud? 
Erewhile  they  fierce  were  coming ;  and  when  we. 
To  entertain  them  fair  with  open  front 
And  breast  (what  could  we  more  ?)  propounded  terms 
Of  composition,  straight  they  changed  their  minds, 
Flew  off,  and  into  strange  vagaries  fell. 
As  they  would  dance ;  yet  for  a  dance  they  seemed 
Somewnat  extravagant  and  wild,  perhaps 
For  joy  of  ofiered  peace :  hut  I  suppose, 
1  So  81i«ke«peare,  in  Othello,  act  iii. : — 

"  And  oh.  yon  mortal  engines,  whoBa  mde  fhroets 

The  immortal  Jore'e  dread  cUmonrs  coonterteit.' 

*  Clou,  compact,  from  the  Italian  (crrolo. 
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If  our  propoaalH  once  again  were  beard, 
We  ehould  compel  them  to  a  quick  result' 

"To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  Me  gamesome  mood : 
'  Leader,  the  terms  we  sent  were  terms  of  weight, 
Of  bard  contents,  and  full  of  force  urged  bome. 
Such  as  we  might  perceiTe  amused  them  all, 
And  stumbled  many ;  who  receives  them  right, 
Had  need  from  head  to  foot  weU  understand ; 
Not  understood,  this  gift  thej  have  besides. 
They  ehow  us  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright' 

"  So  they  among  themselyes,  in  pleasant  vein, 
Stood  Bcoinng,  heightened  in  their  thoughts  beyond 
All  doubt  of  victory;  eternal  might 
To  match  wiQi  their  inventions  ihej  presumed 
So  easy,  and  of  his  thunder  made  a  scorn. 
And  all  his  host  derided,  while  they  stood 
Awhile  in  trouble :  hut  they  stood  not  long ; 
Bago  prompted  them  at  length,  and  found  them  arms 
Against  such  hellish  mischief  fit  to  oppose. 
Forthwith  {behold  the  excellence,  the  power. 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  angels  placed) 
Their  arms  away  they  threw,  and  to  the  hills 
fFor  earth  bath  this  variety  from  Heaven 
6f  pleasure  situate  in  hill  and  dale) 
light  as  the  lightning  glimpse  they  ran,  they  fiew; 
From  their  foundations  loosening  to  and  fro 
They  plucked  the  seated  hills  with  all  their  load. 
Rocks,  waters,  woods,  and  by  the  shaggy  tops 
Uplifting  bore  them  in  their  hands :  amaze, 
Be  sure,  and  terror,  seized  the  rebel  host. 
When  coining  towards  them  so  dread  they  saw 
The  bottom  of  the  mountiuns  upward  turned ; 
Tin  on  those  curs6i  engines'  triple  row 
They  saw  them  whelmed,  and  all  their  confidence 
Unoer  the  weight  of  mountains  buried  deep ; 
Themselves  invaded  nest,  and  on  their  heads 
Uain  promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air 
Game  shadowing,  and  oppressed  whole  legions  armed  ; 
Their  armour  helped  their  harm,'  crushed  in  and  bruised 
Into  their  substance  pent,  which  wrought  them  pain 
Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan, 

'  Newton  compares  Speiuer,  F.  Q.  i.  a  37 — 

"  ThM  ent  him  goodl;  annad,  now  most  of  all  him  hamwi* 
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Long  struggling  underneath,  ere  thev  could  wind 
Out  of  such  prison,  though  Bpiiita  of  purest  light, 
Purest  at  first,  now  gross  bj  sinning  grown. 
The  rest  in  imitation  to  like  arms 
Betook  them,  and  the  neigbouring  hills  uptore ; 
bo  hills  amid  the  air  encountered  hills 
Hurled  to  and  tro  withjaculntion  dire. 
That  under  ground  they  fought  in  dismal  shade ; 
Infernal  noise  I  war  seemed  a  ol-nL  game 
To  this  uproar;  horrid  confusion  heaped 
Upon  confusion  rose ;  and  now  all  Heaven 
Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overspread. 
Had  not  the  Almighty  Father,  where  he  sits 
Shrined  in  his  s&nctuary  of  Heaven  secure. 
Consulting  on  the  sum  of  things,  foreseen 
This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advised : 
That  his  great  purpose  he  might  so  fulfil. 
To  honour  his  anointed  Son  avenged 
TJpon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 
All  power  on  him  transferred :  whence  to  his  Son, 
The  assessor  of  bis  throue,  he  thus  began ; 
" '  Effulgence  of  mj  glorj.  Son  beloved, 
Son  in  whose  face  invisible  is  beheld 
Visibly,  what  by  deity  I  am. 
And  in  whose  hand  what  by  decree  I  do, 
Second  Omnipotence  I  two  days  are  pasl^ 
Two  days,  as  we  compute  the  days  of  Heaven, 
Since  Michael  and  his  powers  went  forth  to  tame 
These  disobedient;  sore  bath  been  theii-  fight, 
As  likeliest  was,  when  two  such  foes  met  armed; 
For  to  themselves  I  left  them ;  and  thou  knowest 
Equal  in  their  creation  they  were  formed, 
Save  what  sin  halh  impau'ed,  which  yet  hath  wrought 
Insensibly,  for  I  siispend  their  doom ; 
Whence  in  perpetual  fight  they  needs  must  last 
Endless,  and  no  solution  will  be  found : 
War  wearied  bath  performed  what  war  can  do. 
And  to  disordered  rage  let  loose  the  reins, 
With  mountains  as  with  weapons  armed,  which  raakea 
Wild  work  in  Heaven,  and  dangerous  to  the  main. 
Two  days  are  therefore  past,  the  third  is  thine ; 
For  thee  I  have  ordained  it,  and  thus  far 
Have  suffered,  that  the  glory  may  be  thine 
Of  ending  this  gi«at  war,  ainca  none  but  thoa 


Can  end  it    Into  thee  such  virtue  and  grace 
Immense  I  have  transfused,  that  all  may  know 
In  Heaven  and  Hell  thy  power  above  compare; 
And.  this  perverse  commotion  governed  thus, 
To  manifest  thee  worthieet  to  be  Heir 
Of  all  things,  to  be  Heir  and  to  be  King 
By  sacred  unotioii,  thy  deserved  right. 
Go  then,  thou  mightiest,  in  thy  Father's  might. 
Ascend  m.y  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
That  ahake  Heaven's  basis,  bring  forth  all  my  war. 
My  bow  and  thunder,  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  sword  upon  thy  puissant  thigh ; 
Pursue  these  eons  of  darkness,  drive  them  out 
From  all  Heaven's  bounds  into  the  utter  deep ; 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  tbem,  to  despise 
God  and  Messiah  hia  anointed  King.' 

"  He  said,  and  on  hie  Son  with  rays  direct 
Shone  full ;  he  all  bis  Father  full  expressed 
Ineffably  into  his  face  received ; 
And  thus  the  filia.1  Godhead  answering  spake: 

"  '  0  Father,  0  Supreme  of  heavenly  fltrones. 
First,  highest,  hohest,  best!  thou  always  seek'st 
To  glorify  thy  Son.,  I  always  thee. 
As  la  roost  just ;  this  I  my  glory  account. 
My  exaltation,  and  my  whole  deligjit. 
That  thou  in  me,  well  pleased,  declar'st  thy  will 
Fulfilled,  which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  bliss. 
Sceptre  and  power,  thy  giving,  i  assume. 
And  gladlier  shall  resign,  when  in  the  end 
Thou  sbalt  be  all  in  all,  and  I  in  thee 
For  ever,  and  in  me  aU  whom  thou  lov'et; 
But  whom  thou  haf  st,  1  hate,  and  can  put  on 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildness  on, 
Image  of  thee  in  all  thmgs,  and  shall  e:>on, 
Armed  with  thy  might,  rid  Heaven  of  these  rebelled, 
To  their  prepared  ill  mansion  driven  down, 
To  chains  of  darkness,  and  the  undying  worm, 
That  from  thy  just  obedience  could  revolt, 
Whom  to  obey  is  happiness  entire. 
Then  shall  thy  saints  unmixed,  and  from  the  impure 
Far  separate,  circling  tliy  holy  mount. 
Unfeigned  haHeiiqahs  to  thee  sing, 
Hymns  of  high  praise,  and  I  amon^  tbem  obief,* 
*'  So  said,  he,  o'er  his  sceptre  bowing,  rose 
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From  the  r^ht  hand  of  gloiy  wheie  he  sat ; 

And  the  third  sacred  mom  began  to  shine,  [sound 

Banning  through  Heaven:  forth  rushed  with  whirlwind 

The  chariot  of  paternal  Dei^, 

Flashing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn. 

Itself  instinct  with  spirit,  but  convojed 

By  four  cherubic  shapes ;  four  faces  each 

Had  wondrous ;  aa  with  stars  their  bodies  all 

And  wings  were  set  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheols 

Of  heirl,  and  careering  fires  between ; 

Over  their  heads  a  crystal  firmament. 

Whereon  a  sapphire  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 

Amber,  and  colours  of  the  showery  arch.' 

He,  in  celestial  panoply'  oil  armed. 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrov^ht. 

Ascended ;  at  his  right  hand  victory 

Sat  eagle-winged;  beside  him  hung  his  bow 

And  quiver  wilh  three-bolted  thunder  stored, 

And  from  about  Mm  fierce  efiuaion  rolled 

Of  smoke,  and  bickering  fiame,  and  sparkles  dire; 

Attended  wilh  ten  thousand  thousand  saints,* 

He  onward  came ;  far  ofi'  his  coming  shone ; 

And  twenty  thousand  (I  their  number  heard) 

Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand,  were  seen : 

He  on  the  wings  o{  cherub  rode  sublime 

On  the  crystalline  aky ,  in  samihire  throned, 

Illustrious  far  and  wide,  but  by  his  own 

First  seen ;  them  onejtpected  jo;  surprised. 

When  the  great  ensign  of  Messiah  blazed 

Aloit  by  angels  borne,  his  sign  in  Heaven  ; 

Under  whose  conrluct  Michael  soon  reduced 

His  army,  circumfused  on  either  wing, 

Under  their  Head  embodied  all  in  one. 

Before  him  power  divine  his  way  prepared ; 

At  his  command  the  uprooted  hdls  retired 

Each  to  his  place ;  they  heard  his  voice,  and  went 

Obsequious;  Heaven  Bb  wonted  face  renewed, 

And  with  fresh  flowerets  hill  and  valley  smiled. 

This  saw  his  hapless  foes,  but  stood  obdured, 

And  to  rebeUious  flght  rallied  their  powers 

Insensate,  hope  conceiving  irom  despair. 

1  Ct  Eiek.  i.4;  la.  livi.  10;  Ezek.  i.,  6,  Ifl,  19,  20;  1.6;  i.  13; 
1 16, 18 ;  i.  Sa,  aa,  ST,  28.— Wm/ob. 

»  a.  Eph.  vi.  a.  J  jsd*  14. 
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In  heavenly  spirits  could  such  perrerseness  dwell  ? 

But  to  conTince  the  proud  what  sigiia  avail, 

Or  wonders  mave  the  obdurate  to  relent  ? 

They,  hardened  more  by  what  might  most  reclaim, 

Grieving  to  ae«  his  glory,  at  the  Eight 

Took  envy ;  and,  aMiring  to  his  height. 

Stood  re^mbattled  fierce,  by  force  or  fraud 

Weening  to  prosper,  and  at  length  prevail 

gainst  God  and  Messiah,  or  to  faR 

In  universal  ruin  last ;  and  now 

To  final  battle  drew,  disdaining  flight, 

Or  faint  retreat ;  when  the  great  Son  of  God 

To  all  his  host  on  either  hand  thus  spake ; 

" '  Stand  still  in  bright  array,  ye  saints ;  here  atand 
Te  angels  armed ;  this  day  from  battle  rest. 
Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 
Accepted,  fearless  in  his  righteous  cause ; 
And  aa  ye  have  received,  so  have  ye  done 
Invincibly :  but  of  this  cursed  orew 
The  punisbmeiit  to  other  hand  beloi^; 
Vengeance  is  his,'  or  whose  he  sole  appoints. 
Number  to  this  day's  work  ia  not  oidamed, 
Kor  multitude ;  stand  only  and  behold 
God's  indignation  on  these  godless  poured 
£y  me ;  not  you,  but  me,  they  have  despised. 
Yet  envied ;  against  me  is  all  their  rage, 
Because  the  Father,  to  whom  in  Heaven  supreme 
Kingdom,  and  power,  and  glory,  appertains, 
Hatn  hoQouied  me  according  to  his  will. 
Therefore  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  assigned, 
niat  they  may  have  their  wish,  to  try  with  me 
In  battle  which  the  stroller  proves,  they  all, 
Or  I  alone  against  them,  since  by  strength 
They  measure  all,  of  other  excellence 
Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels; 
Nor  other  strife  with  them  do  I  vouchsafe.' 

"  80  spake  the  Son,  and  into  terror  changed 
Hie  countenance  too  severe  to  be  beheld. 
And  full  of  wrath  bent  on  his  enemies. 
At  once  the  four  spread  out  their  starry  wings 
Witli  dreadM  shade  contiguous,  and  the  orbs 
Of  his  fierce  chariot  rolled,  aa  with  the  sound 
Of  torrent  fioods,  or  of  a  numerous  host. 
'  Deot  xniL  S9 ;  Bam.  lii.  J. 
H 
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He  on  his  impioiia  foea  right  onward  drove, 
Gloomy  aa  night;'  under  hiH  bumiDg  wheels 
IJie  atedfaat  empyrean  shook  throMhout, 
An  hut  the  throue  itself  of  God.     Full  soon 
Among  them  he  amved,  in  hie  right  hand 
OraBping  ten  thousand  thundeia.  which  he  sent 
Before  him,  such  as  in  their  souls  infixed 
Places ;  they,  aBlonished,  all  reaiatance  lost. 
All  courage ;  down  their  idle  weapons  dropped ; 
O'er  ahields,  and  helms,  and  helmM  heada,  he  rods 
Of  thrones  and  mighty  seraphim  prostrate. 
That  wished  the  mountainB*  now  might  ha  again 
Thrown  on  ihem  as  a  shelter  from  hie  ire. 
Nor  less  on  either  side  tempestuous  fell 
Hia  arrows,  from  the  fourfold-visaged  fovir 
Distinct  with  eyes,  and  irom  the  living  wheels 
Diatinct  alike  with  multitude  of  eyes  ; 
One  spirit  in  them  ruled,  and  every  eye 
Glared  lightcisg,  and  shot  forth  pernicious  fire 
Amoi^  the  accursed,  that  withered  all  their  strength, 
And  of  their  wonted  vigour  left  them  drained. 
Exhausted,  spiritless,  aMcted,  fallen. 
Yet  haJf  his  stren^  he  put  not  forth,  but  checked 
His  thunder  in  mid  volley ;  for  he  meant 
Not  to  destroy,  hut  root  them  out  of  Heaven ; 
The  overthrown  he  raised,  and,  as  a  herd 
Of  goats  or  timorous  flock  together  thronged. 
Drove  them  before  him  thunderstruck,  pursued 
With  terrors  and  irith  furies  to  the  bounds 
And  crystal  wall  of  Heaven ;  which,  opening  wide, 
BoUed  inward,  and  a  spacious  gap  disclosed 
Into  the  wasteful  deep ;  the  monstrous  sight 
Struck  them  with  horror  backward,  but  far  worse 
Ui^^  them  behind ;  headlong  themselves  they  threw 
Down  irom  the  ve^  of  Heaven ;  eternal  wraoi 
Burnt  after  them  to  the  bottomless  pit 

"  Hell  heard  the  unsuflbrable  noise ;  Hell  saw 
Heaven  ruinii^*  from  Heaven,  and  would  have  fied 
Affrighted ;  hut  strict  fate  had  cast  too  deep 
Her  dark  foundations,  and  too  fast  had  bound. 
'  Homer,  IL  i. : — 

"  Breathing  rerenge,  ■  gudden  night  be  spread, 
And  gltwiay  dnrknesB  rolled  about  his  head." — FefM. 
^  Bev.  tL  is.  *  i.  :  nuhing,  fUliiig  down  into  dailnictiaa. 


Nine  days  they  fell ;  confounded  Chaos  roared, 
And  felt  tenfold  confusion  in.  their  fall 
Through  his  wild  anarchy,  so  h>^  a  rout 
Encumbered  him  with  ruin :  Hell  at  last 
Yawning  received  them  whole,  and  on  them  closed 
Hell,  their  lit  habitatioD,  draught  with  fire 
Unquenchable,  the  house  of  woe  and  pain. 
Disburdened  Heaven  rejoiced,'  and  soon  repaired 
Her  mural  breach,  returning  whence  it  roiled. 
Sole  victor,  from  the  expulsion  of  his  foes, 
Meadah  bis  triumphal  chariot  turned ; 
To  meet  him  all  his  saints,  who  sUent  stood 
Eye-witnesses  of  his  almigbtj  acts. 
With  jubilee  advanced;  and  as  they  went. 
Shaded  with  branching  pdm,  each  order  briglit 
Sung  triumph,  and  him  sung  victorious  King, 
Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  given. 
Worthiest  to  reign :  he  celebrated  rode 
Tiiumphant  through  mid  Heaven,  into  the  courts 
And  temple  of  his  mighty  Father  throned 
On  high;  who  into  glory  him  received. 
Where  now  he  aits  at  the  right  hand  of  Miss. 

"Thus  measuring  things  in  Heaven  by  things  on  eaith, 
At  thy  request,  and  that  thou  mayst  beware 
By  what  is  past,  to  thee  I  have  revealed 
What  might  have  else  to  human  race  been  hid ; 
The  discord  which  befell,  and  war  in  Heaven 
Among  the  angelic  powers,  and  the  deep  fall 
Of  those  too  high  aspiring,  who  rebelled 
With  Salan ;  he  who  envies  now  thy  state. 
Who  now  is  plotting  how  he  may  seduce 
Thee  also  from  obe£ence,  that  with  him 
Bereaved  of  happiness  thou  mayst  partake 
His  punishment,  eternal  misery ; 
Which  would  be  all  his  solace  and  revenge, 
Ab  a  despite  done  against  the  most  High, 
Thee  once  to  gain  companion  of  bis  woe. 
But  listen  not  to  hie  temptations  ;  warn 
Thy  weakei ;  let  it  profit  thee  to  have  heard 
By  terrible  example  the  reward 
Of  disobedience;  firm  they  might  have  stood, 
Tetfell;  remember,  and  feax  to  transgress." 

'  So  T«so,  Gier.  Lib.  cant.  9,  bL  6fl  :— 
"  The  eartli,  delivered  from  so  fool  annoy 
Keoalled  her  beaut;,  and  reeumed  her  jo;."  FoHfiOi — T^gir. 

I.  ioogic 


11  therein ;  sends  hia  Son  with 
six  ciiijB  1  the  ingela  celebrate  vith  hjmng  the  perfonnani»  (bereof^ 


Dehoend  from  Heaven.  Urania,  b;  that  n&me 
If  rightly  thou  art  called,  whose  Toice  divine 
Following,  above  the  Olympian  hill  I  soai', 
Above  the  flight  of  Pegasean  wing. 
The  meaning,  not  the  name,  I  ;dl ;  for  thoo 
Nor  of  the  Muaes  nine,  nor  on  the  top 
Of  old  OlympuB  dweU'st ;  but,  heavenly  bom. 
Before  the  hills'  appeared,  or  fountain  flowed, 
Thou'  with  eternal  Wisdom  didst  converse, 
Wisdom  thy  sister,  end  with  her  didst  play 
In  presence  of  the  almighty  Father,  pleased 
With  thy  celestial  Bong.     Up  led  hy  thee 
Into  the  Heaven  of  Heavens  I  have  presumed. 
An  earthly  ^est,  and  drawn  empyreal  air, 
Thy  tempering :  with  lilie  safety  guided  down, 
Betum  me  to  my  native  element ; 
Lest  from  this  flying  steed  noreined  (as  once 
BeUerophon,  though  from  a  lower  clime) 
Dismounted,  on  tbe  Aleian  field  I  fall,* 

'  ProT.  viii.  91-80.  '  BeDfle)' propoieB  "  thee." 

^  B«llerophoD  "wu  >  T>eKntiflil  knd  Talinnt  youth,  ton  of  Gtuicoa, 
vho.  reftiBuig  the  uuoroue  applieMiouB  of  Anlea,  mife  of  Pnetns, 
King  of  ArgcM,  -wu  bj  her  Mse  in^estiona,  like  those  of  Joseph's 
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Erroneous  there  to  wander,  and  forlorn. 
Half  yet  remainH  unsung',  but  narrower  bound 
Within  the  visible  diurnal  sphere ; 
Standiiw  on  earth,  not  rapt  above  the  pole, 
More  safe  I  sing  with  mortal  voice,  unchanged 
To  hoarse  or  mute,  though  fallen  on  evil  dajs. 
On  evil  days  though  fallen,  and  evil  tongues ; 
In  darkness,  and  with  dsjigers  compassed  round. 
And  solitude ;  yet  not  alone,  while  thou 
Visit^at  my  slumbers  nightly,  or  when  mom 
Purples  the  east:  still  govern  thou  mj  song, 
Urania,  and  fit  audience  And,  though  few. 
But  drive  far  off  the  barbarous  dissonance 
Of  Bacchus  and  his  revellers,  the  race 
Of  that  wild  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  hard 
In  Hhodope,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  ears 
To  rapture,  till  the  savage  clamour  drowned 
,  Both  harp  atid  voice ;  nor  could  the  Muse  defend 
Her  son.     So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores : 
For  thou  art  heavenly,  she  an  empty  dream. 
Say.  goddess,  what  ensued  when  Raphael, 
The  affable  archangel,  bad  forewarned 
Adam  by  dire  example  to  beware 
Apostacy,  by  what  befell  in  Heaven 
To  tiiose  apostates,  lest  the  like  be&ll 
In  Paradise  to  Adam  or  his  race. 
Charged  not  to  touch  the  interdicted  tree, 
If  they  transgress,  and  al^ht  that  sole  command. 
So  easily  obeyed  amid  the  choice 
Of  aU  tastes  else  to  please  their  appetite, 
Though  wandering.    He,  with  his  consorted  Eve, 
The  story  heard  attentive,  and  was  flUed 
With  admiration  and  deep  muse,  to  hear 
Of  things  so  high  and  strange,  things  to  their  thought 
So  unimaginable  as  hate  in  Heaven, 
And  war  so  near  the  peace  of  God  in  bliss, 
With  such  conftisjon ;  but  the  evil,  soon 
BriTcn  back,  redounded  as  a  fiood  on  those 

mietreBB  to  her  husbaDd,  aeot  into  Lycu  with  letters  desiring  bla 
destruction,  where  lie  vaa  put  on  seTsrai  enlerpiises  full  of  hazard, 

gloriouelj  to  moant  up  to  Heaien  on  the  imiged  horee  Feeaeus,  he 
fell   and  wandered  in  tlie  Aleian  plaiiu  till  ha  died. — /funa  und 


n  repealed 

The  doubts  tliat  in  his  heart  arose :  snd  noir 
Led  on,  jet  sinless,  «ith  desire  to  know 
What  nearer  might  concern  him ;  how  this  world 
Of  Heaven  and  earth  conspicuous  first  began  ; 
When,  and  whereof  created ;  for  what  cause ; 
Wha*  within  Eden,  or  without,  was  done 
Before  his  memory;  as  one  whose  drouth' 
Yet  scarce  allayed,  still  eyes  the  current  stiesm, 
Whose  liquid  murmur  heard,  new  thirst  eioites. 
Proceeded  thus  to  ask  his  heavenly  guest: 

"  Gi-eat  things,  and  full  of  wonder  in  our  ears. 
Far  differing  from  this  world,  thou  hast  levealed. 
Divine  interpreter,  by  favour  sent 
Down  from  the  empyrean  to  forewarn 
Us  timely  of  what  might  else  have  been  our  loss. 
Unknown,  which  human  knowledge  could  not  reach : 
For  which  to  the  infinitely  Glood  we  owe 
Immortal  thanks,  and  his  admonishment 
Beceive  with  solemn  purpose  to  observe 
Immutably  bis  sovereign  will,  the  end 
Of  what  we  ore.    But  since  thou  hast  vouchsafed 
Gently  for  our  instruction  to  impart 
Things  above  earthly  thought,  which  yet  concerned 
Our  loiowing,  as  to  highest  wisdom  seemed. 
Deign  to  descend  now  lower,  and  relate 
What  may  no  less,  perhaps,  avail  us  known. 
How  first  began  this  Heaven  which  we  behold 
Distant  so  high,  with  moving  fires  adorned 
Innumerable,  and  this  which  yields  or  fills 
All  space,  the  ambient  air  wide  interfused, 
'Embracing  round  this  florid  earth  ;  what  cause 
Moved  the  Creator,  in  his  holy  rest 
Through  all  eternity,  so  late  to  build 
In  Chaos;  and,  the  work  begun,  how  soon 
Absolved ;  if  tinforbid  thou  mayst  unfold 
YThat  we,  not  to  explore  the  secrets  ask 
Of  his  eternal  empire,  but  the  more 
To  magnify  his  works,  the  more  we  know. 
And  the  great  light  of  day  yet  wants  to  run 
Much  of  hia  race  though  steep;  suspense  in  Heaven, 
Held  by  thy  voice,  Ihj  potent  voice,  he  hears, 
1  Thint. 
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Aod  longer  will  delay  to  hear  thee  tell 
Hie  generatiaii,  and  the  rimig  birtb 
Of  nature  &om  the  imapparent  deep: 
Or  if  the  BtBj  of  evening  and  the  moon 
Haste  to  thy  audience,  night  with  her  will  bring 
Silence,  and  sleep  hstening  to  thee  will  watch, 
Or  we  can  hid  his  absence,  till  tby  song 
End,  and  diGmias  thee  ere  the  morning  shine." 

Thus  Adam  hie  illustrious  guest  besought; 
And  thuB  the  godlike  angel  answered  mild : 
"  This  also  thy  request,  witb  caution  asked. 
Obtain :  though  to  recount  almighty  works 
What  words  or  tongue  of  seraph  can  suffice, 
Or  heart  of  man  suffice  to  comprehend  ? 
Yet  what  thou  canst  attain,  which  best  may  serve 
To  glorily  the  Maker,  and  infer 
Thee  also  happier,  shall  not  he  withheld 
Thy  hearing :  such  commission  from  above 
I  have  received,  to  answer  thy  desire 
Of  knowledge  wifliin  bounds;  beyond,  abstain 
To  ask,  nor  let  thine  own  inventions '  hope 
Things  not  revealed,  which  the  invisible  King, 
Only  omniBcient,  hath  suppressed  in  night. 
To  none  communicable  in  earth  or  Heaven : 
Enough  IB  left  besides  to  eeaich  and  know. 
But  Imowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  less 
Her  tempenuice  over  appetite,  t«  know 
In  measure  what  the  mind  may  well  contain ; 
Oppresses  else  with  surfeit,  and  soon  turns 
Wisdom  to  folly,  as  nourishment  to  wind. 

"  Know,  then,  that  after  Lucifer  from  Heaven 

glo  call  him,  brighter  once  amidst  the  host 
f  angels,  than  &at  star  the  stars  among) 
Fell  with  [lis  flaming  legions  through  the  deep 
Into  his  place,'  and  the  great  Son  returned 
Victorious  with  his  saints,  the  omnipotent 
Elemal  Father  from  his  throne  hebeld 
Tbeir  multitude,  and  to  his  Son  thus  spake : 


foe  hath  faUed,  who  thought 

I  This  word  is  here  used  W  denote  that  nnlawfulcniicsityb^whirh 
men  Be«k  to  know  more  than  is  given  to  Ihem.  Newton  compai'ua 
taiiKiiBtaral  use  of  the  term  in  Psalm  cvi.  29,  38. 

*  "  At  last "  ig  proposed  by  Tb  jer. 

I.  ioogic 


All  like  himself  rebellious,  by  whose  aid 
This  inaccessible  high  Btrengtl!,  the  seat 
Of  Deitj  supreme,  us  dispossessed. 
He  trusted  to  have  seized,  and  into  fraud 
Drew  many,  whom  their  place  knows  here  n 
Yet  far  the  greater  part  have  kept,  I  see, 
Their  statiou ;  Heaven  yet  populous  retains 
Number  sufficient  to  possess  her  realms 


But  leat  hia  heart  exalt  bim  in  the  harm 
Already  done,  to  have  dispeopled  Heaven, 


Self-lost,  and  in  a  moment  will  create 

Another  world,  out  of  one  man  a  race 

Ot  men  innumerable,  there  to  dwell. 

Not  here,  tOl  by  degrees  of  merit  raised 

TbCT  <n>en  to  themselves  at  lei^th  the  way 

Up  nitber,  under  Ion);  obedience  tried. 

And  earth  be  changed  to  Heaven,  and  Heaven  to  earth,* 

One  kingdom,  joy  and  union  without  end. 

Jleanwlme  inbaoit  lax,'  ye  powers  of  Heaven; 

And  thou  my  Word,  begotten  Son,  h^  thee 

This  I  perform ;  speak  thou,  and  be  it  done : 

My  overshadowing  Spirit  and  m^ht  with  thee 

I  send  along ;  ride  forth,  and  bid  the  deep 

Within  appointed  bounds  be  Heaven  and  esith ; 

Boundless  the  deep,^  because  I  am  who  fill 

Infinitude,  nor  vacuous  the  space. 

Though  I,  uncireumscribed  myself,  redre, 

And  put  not  forth  my  goodness,  which  is  free 

To  act  or  not,  necessity  and  chance 

Approach  not  me,  and  what  I  will  is  fate.' 

>  A  Bcriptnre  phragfl. — See  Job  vii.  10,  Fb.  oiii.  18. 

^  Milton's  meaning  aeema  to  hare  been  this :  that  earth  would  lie 
BO  h&ppy  in  being  inhabited  by  ohrdirtil  creBlnreg,  that  it  wanld  be 
changed  to,  i.  e.  cegemble.  Heaven  ;  and  Heaven,  by  receiving  thoBS 
oieatarcs,  would  in  this  reaembU  eanh,  that  it  vould  be  stocked  with 
men  &r  ifa  inhabitants.— Pmre*.  '  Dwell  mote  at  large. 

*  "BoandleBB  the  deep,"  £c.    The  sense  is,  the  deep  is  bonndlese -, 
but  the  space  contained  in  it  is  not  vacuous  and  empty,  hecanse  there 
is  an  indnitudB,  and  I  £11  iL    Though  I.  who  am  myself  tu 
toiibed.  set  bonnds  to  my  goodness,  and  do  not  eiei"  '-  — 
yet  neither  necessity  nor  chance  infinence  my  tctious 


1  nilTt-SlT. 

"  So  frpake  the  Almighty,  and  to  what  he  eptihe 
His  Word,  the  filial  Godhead,  gave  effect. 
Immediate  exe  the  acts  of  God,  more  swift 
Than  lime  or  motion,  but  to  human  ears 
Cannot  without  process  of  speech  be  told. 
So  told  as  earthl;  notion  can  receive. 
Great  triumph  and  rejoicing  was  in  Heaven, 
When  snch  was  heard  declared  the  Almighty's  will  ; 
Glory  they  stmg  to  the  most  High,  good  will 
To  mture  men,  and  in  their  dwelliBga  peace; 
Glory  to  him,  whose  just  avenging  ire 
Had  driven  out  the  ungodly  from  his  sight. 
And  the  habitations  of  the  J  ust ;  to  him 
GloiT  and  praise,  whose  wisdom  had  ordained 
Good  out  of  evil  to  create,  instead 
Of  spirits  malign  a  better  race  to  bring 
Into  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  dimiae 
His  good  to  worlds  and  ages  infinite. 

"  So  sang  the  hiciarchiea :  meanwhile  the  Soa 
On  his  great  espedition  now  appeared, 
Girt  witti  omnipotence,  with  radiance  crowned 
Of  majesty  divme ;  sapience  and  love 
Immense,  and  all  his  Father  in  him.  shone. 
About  hie  chariot  numberless  were  poured 
Cherub  and  seraph,  potentates  and  thrones, 
And  virtues,  winged  spirits,  and  chariots  winged 
From  the  armoury  of  God,  whew  stand  of  old 
Ktyiiads  between  two  brazen  mountains  lodged 
Against  a  aolemn  day.  harnessed  at  hand, 
Celestial  equipage ;  and  now  came  foith 
Spontaneous,  for  within  them  spirit  lived. 
Attendant  on  their  I*rd ;  Heaven  opened  wide 
Her  ever-during  gates,  harmonious  sound 
On  golden  hinges  moving,  to  let  forth 
The  King  of  Glory,  in  his  powraful  Word 
And  Spirit,  coming  to  create  new  worlds. 
On  heavenly  groimd  they  stood,  and  ftom  the  shore 
They  viewed  Qie  vast  irameasurahle  abyss 
Outrageous  as  a  sea,  dark,  wasteful,  wild. 
Up  from  the  bottom  turned  by  furious  winds 
And  Sluing  wares,  as  mountains,  to  assault 
Heaven's  height,  and  with  the  centre  mix  the  pole. 

" '  Silence,  ye  troubled  waves !  and  thou  deep,  peaci 
Said  then  the  omniflo  Word :  '  your  discoid  end  I ' 
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Nor  Etayed,  but,  on  Ihe  wings  of  cherubim 
Uplifted,  in  paternal  fflorj  rode 
Far  into  Chaos,  and  ^e  world  unborn ; 
For  Chaos  heard  his  voice ;  him  all  his  train 
Followed  in  bright  procession,  to  behold 
Creation,  aod  the  wonders  of  his  might. 
Then  stayed  the  fervid  wheels,  and  in  his  hand 
He  took  the  golden  compasses,'  prepared 
In  Ood's  eMnial  st^ire,  to  eircumscnoe 
Tliis  universe,  and  all  created  things : 
One  foot  he  centred,  and  the  other  turned 
Round  through  the  vast  proiiinditj  obscure. 
And  said :  '  Ilius  far  extend,  thus  far  thv  boonda, 
This  be  thy  just  circumference,  0  world. 
Thus  Ood  the  Heaven  created,  thus  the  earth, 
Matter  unformed  and  void ;  darkness  profound 
Covered  the  abyss :  but  on  the  wateiy  calm 
His  brooding  wings  the  Spirit  of  God  outspread, 
And  vital  virtue  infused,  and  vital  warmth 
Throughout  the  fluid  mass,  but  downward  purged 
The  black  tartareous  cold  infernal  dregs. 
Adverse  to  life:  then  founded,  then  conglobed 
like  things  to  like,  the  rest  to  several  place 
Disparted,  and  between  spun  out  the  air. 
And  eart'i  self-balanced  on  her  centre  hung. 

" '  Let  there  be  light  I '  said  Ood,  and  forthwith  ligh\ 
Ethereal,  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure, 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and  from  her  native  east 
To  journey  through  uie  airy  eloom  began, 
Sphered  in  a  radiant  cloud,  for  yet  the  aun 
'Vas  not;  she  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle 
Sojouruad  the  while.     God  saw  tiho  light  was  good; 
And  Ught  &om  darkness  by  the  hemisphere 
Divided ;  light  the  day,  and  darkness  night 
He  named.    Thus  was  the  first  day  even  and  mom : 
Nor  passed  uncelebrated,  nor  unsung 
By  the  celestial  quires,  when  orient  light 
Exhaling  first  from  darkness  they  beheld ; 
Biith-di^  of  Heaven  and  earth ;  with  Joy  and  shout 
The  hollow  universal  orb  they  filled. 
And  touched  their  golden  hatps,  and  hymning  praised 


God  and  hia  works;  Creator  him  they  eung, 

Both  wheu  first  evening  was.  and  when  first  mom. 
"  Again,  God  said, '  Let  there  he  firmament^ 

Amid  the  waters,  and  let  it  dlride 

The  waters  from  the  waters ! '  and  Qod  ma^O 

ITie  firmament,  expanse  of  liquid,  pure. 

Transparent,  elemental  air,  diffused 

In  circuit  to  the  uttermost  convex 

Of  tbis  great  round ;  partition  firm  and  sure, 

The  waters  underneath  trom  those  above 

Dividing :  for  as  earth,  so  he  the  world 

Built  on  circumfluous  watei-a  calm,  in  wide 

CtTstalline  ocean ;  and  the  loud  misrule 

Of  Chaos  far  removed,  lest  fierce  extremes 

Contiguous  might  distemper  the  whole  frame : 

And  Heaven  he  named  the  firmament ;  so  even 

And  morning  chorus  sung  the  second  day. 

"  The  earth  was  formed,  but  in  the  womb  as  yet 
Of  waters,  embryon  immature  involved, 
Appeared  not :  over  all  the  face  of  earth 
Main  ocean  flowed,  not  idle,  but,  with  warm 
Prolific  humour  softening  all  her  globe, 
Fermented  the  great  mo&er  to  conceive, 
Satiate  with  genial  moisture,  when  God  said, 
'  Be  gathered  now,  ye  waters  under  Heaven, 
Into  one  place,  and  let  dry  land  appear  < ' 
Immediately  the  mountains  huge  appear 
Emergent,  and  their  broad  bare  bacKs  npheave 
Into  die  clouds ;  their  tops  ascend  the  sky : 
So  h^b  aa  heaved  the  tumid  hills,  so  low 
Down  mink  a  hollow  bottom  broad  and  deep, 
Capacious  bed  of  waters ;  thither  they 
Hasted  with  glad  precipitance,  uprolled 

1  They  who  undfiTstBJid  tlie  "fimmment"  to  be  ths  last  air,  ei- 
pinded  and  etretched  out  on  all  eidea  to  Hm  starry  heavens,  esteem 
the  mters  above  it  to  be  those  geoeraled,  in  the  middle  regioD  of  the 
ur,  of  vapours  eihaled  and  drawn  np  Ihilher  from  the  Btesming  earth 

migbtj  floods  of  run,  that  not  onl;  rivers  bnt  seas  ma;  be  imaginable 

the  flood-gBtes  of  Heaven  wei-e  opened,"  Gen.  vii.  3,  Others,  aad 
thoM  many,  bv  these  "  waters  above,"  nnderatand  the  eryatalUne 
hnven  (by  OsBsendoa  made  double),  by  our  anthor  better  named 
"  ervstalline  ocean,"  by  its  clearness  resembling  water  :  "  who  layeth 
the  beama  of  hia  obsmbera  iu  the  water,"  Fsalm  dv.  S. 
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As  drops  on  dust  conglobing  from  the  dry ; 

Part  rise  in  erystaJ  wall,  or  ridge  direct, 

For  haste ;  such  flight  the  great  command  impressed 

On  the  swill  floods;  as  armies  at  the  call 

Of  trumpet  (for  of  arpiies  thou  hast  heard) 

Troop  to  their  standard,  so  the  wateiy  throng. 

Wave  rolling  after  wave,  where  way  they  found. 

If  steep,  with  torrent  rapture ;  if  through  plain. 

Soft  ebhing ;  nor  withstood  them  rock  or  hill, 

But  they,  or  under  ground,  or  circuit  wide 

With  Bcrpent  error  wandering,  found  their  way, 

And  on  the  washy  noze  deep  channels  wore; 

Easy,  ere  God  had  hid  the  ground  he  dry, 

All  but  within  those  baaks.  where  rivers  now 

Stream,  and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  train. 

The  dry  land,  earth,  and  the  great  receptacle 

Of  congregated  waters  he  called  seas: 

And  saw  that  it  was  good,  and  said,  '  Let  the  earth 

Put  forth  the  verdant  grass,  herb  yielding  seed, 

And  fruit-tree  yielding  fruit  after  her  kind, 

"Whose  seed  is  m  herself  upon  the  earth  I ' 

He  scarce  had  said,  when  the  hare  earth,  till  then 

Desert  and  bare,  onsigbtiy.  unadorned. 

Brought  forth  the  tender  grass,  whose  verdure  clad 

Her  universal  face  with  pleasant  green  ;  ■ 

Then  herbs  of  every  leal,  that  sudden  flowered 

Opening  their  various  colours,  and  made  gay 

Her  bosom,  smelhng  sweet:  and,  these  scarce  blown, 

Foifli  flourished  thick  the  clustering  vine,  forth  crept 

The  smelling'  gourd,  up  stood  the  corny  reed' 

Embattled  in  her  Held ;  and  the  humble  shrub, 

And  bush  with  frizzled  hair  implicit,'  last 

Hose  as  in  dance  the  stately  trees,  and  spread 

Their  branches  bung  with  copious  fruit,  or  gemmed  • 

Theur  blossoms;  with  high  woods  the  hills  were  crowned, 

>  We  mnst  obvioaal;  reid  "  swelling,"  villi  Bentlej. 

.)  The  horn;  reeds  stood  apright  unong  the  ondergnnrthB  of 
iwtnre,  like  s  gtore  of  apearg,  or  b  bsttalion  mth  its  pikes  »tofL 
ConiEiu  (Latin),  of  or  Wne  horn.    Virg.  ^n.  iii.  32. 


«  (Latin),  to  bud  forth.— 


With  tufis  th«  Talleys  uid  each  fountain  side, 

With  borders  long  Oie  riverB;  that  earth  now 

Seemed  like  to  Heaven,  a  seat  where  gods  might  dwell. 

Or  wander  with  delight,  and  love  to  haunt 

Her  sacred  shades :  though  God  had  yet  not  rained' 

Upon  the  earth,  and  man  to  (ill  the  ground 

None  was,  but  from  the  earth  a  dei^  mist 

Went  up  and  watered  all  the  ground,  and  each 

Plant  of  the-  field,  which,  ere  it  was  in  the  eaith 

God  made,  and  every  herb,  before  it  grew 

On  the  green  stem ;  Ood  saw  that  it  was  good ' 

So  even  and  mom  recorded*  the  third  day. 

"  Again  the  Almigh^  spake:  '  Let  there  be  lights 
High  in  the  expanse  of  Heaven,  to  divide 
The  day  from  night;  and  let  them  be  for  signs, 
For  seasons,  and  for  days,  and  circling  years; 
And  let  them  be  for  lignts,  as  I  ordain 
Their  office  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven 
To  give  light  on  the  earth  I'  and  it  was  so. 
And  God  made  two  great  lights,  great  for  their  uSQ 
To  man,  the  ^at«r  to  have  rule  by  day, 
The  less  by  mght  altem ;  and  made  the  stars, 
And  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven  , 

To  illtuninate  the  earth,  and  rule  the  day 
In  their  vicissitude,  and  rule  the  night. 
And  light  from  darkness  to  divide.     God  saw, 
Surveying  his  great  work,  that  it  was  good ; 
For  01  celestial  bodies  first  the  sun 
A  mighty  sphere  he  framed,  unlightsome  first. 
Though  of  ethereal  mould;  then  formed  the  moon 
Globose,  and  every  magnitude  of  stars. 
And  sowed  with  stars  the  Heaven  thick  as  a  field : 
Of  light  by  far  the  greater  part  he  took, 
Transplanted  from  her  cloudy  shrine,  and  placed 
In  the  sun's  orb,  made  porous'  to  receive 

■  This  idea  is  wotbd  in  from  San.  ii.  4-S. 

>  CelebraKd,  caused  lo  be  remembered.  Tfais  ww  done  by  the 
'eren  and  morning  choma"  (vei.  279),  willi  "ereniag  hups  and 
muin  "  (vec.  150).  What  is  done  by  the  voices  and  instriinieDls  is 
pneticallj  ascribed  to  the  time  in  irhicJi  they  were  employed.— 
Biclardiim. 

■  FoToni.  yet  firm,  MiUon  seem*  to  hare  taken  this  thonglit  from 
vhat  ii  said  of  the  Bologda  atone,  which,  beuig  placed  in  the  light, 
villimbiba  andfOt  stmetimaiMnB  it  Kiaa  to  (Bligbtenk  dark  place. 


And  drink  the  liquid  light,  firia  to  retain 
Her  gathered  beama.  great  palace  now  of  tight 
Hither,  as  to  their  fountain,  other  stars 
Bepairing,  in  their  golden  urns  draw  light, 
And  hence  the  momiiig  planet  gilda  her  horns; 
By  tincture  or  reflection  they  augment 
Their  amall  peculinr.  though  from  human  sight 
So  far  remote,  with  diminution  seen. 
First  in  hia  ea«t  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen, 
Regent  of  day,  and  all  the  horizon  round 
Invested  with  bright  laja.  jocund  to  run 
His  longitude  through  Heaven's  high  road ;  the  gray 
Dawn  and  the  Plpiades  liefore  him  danced,' 
Shedding  sweet  influence :  less  bright  the  moon. 
But  opposite  in  levelled  west  was  set. 
His  mirror,  with  full  face  borrowing  her  light 
From  him,  for  other  light  she  needed  none 
In  that  aspect,  and  still  that  distance  keeps 
Till  night,  then  in  the  east  her  turn  she  shines, 
Eevolved  on  Heaven's  great  axle,  and  her  reign 
With  thousand  lesser  lights  dividual  holds. 
With  thousand  thousand  stars,  that  dien  appeared 
^       &pangling  the  hemisphere :  then  first  adorned 
With  their  bright  luminaries  that  set  and  rote, 
Glad  evening  and  glad  mom  crowned  the  fourth  day, 

"  And  God  said :  '  Let  the  waters  generate 
Reptile '  with  spawn  abundant,  living  soul : 
And  let  fowl  fly  above  the  earth,  with  winga 
Displayed  on  the  open  firmament  of  Heaven  t' 
And  God  created  the  great  whales,  and  each 

'  Thess  (tre  benntiful  images,  uni  yerj  jancb  resemble  ths  ftjnoas 
picture  of  •■  The  Morning,"  by  Ouido,  where  the  sun  is  repraBonted  in 
bis  chariot,  with  the  Aurora  fljing  before  him  sheilding  flowei-s.  and 
Mven  bemtifW  njmph-liie  figures  dancing  before  and  about  his 
chariot,  which  are  commonly  taken  for  the  honra,  hut  poaeibly  may 
be  the  Pleiades,  as  they  are  secen  in  number,  and  it  is  not  eisj  to 
Sflsign  a  reaaon  «hjr  the  hdurs  ahould  be  signified  bythat  number  par- 
ticularly.  The  Pleiades  are  seven  atara  in  the  neck  of  the  consWlIa- 
tion  TanroB,  which,  rieina  abfrat  the  time  of  the  yemal  equiaoi,  are 
called  by  the  Latins  Virgilia.—NcwlBn. 

'  But  by  "  reptile  "  or  "  creeping  thing  "  here,  Milton  means  all 
snch  creaturea  aa  move  in  the  waters  (see  Le  Clero's  note  on  Gen.  i. 
20)  ;  and  by  "  creeping  thmg,"  mentioned  in  the  aiith  day's  creation, 
he  means  "creeping  things  of  the  esj* ; "  for  ao,  both  in  Milton's 
amonnt,  ver.  402,  aorl  in  Gen.  i.  24,  the  worda  «  of  the  earth  "  are  to 
be  joined  in  oooabuction  to  *'  creeping  thing. "^Pforee. 


Soul  liriug.  each  that  crept,  which  plenteoual^ 

The  waters  generated  by  their  km<^ 

And  eveiy  bird  of  wing  after  his  kind ; 

Aud  aaw  that  it  was  good,  and  bless'd  diem,  saying : 

'  Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  in  the  eeaa 

And  lakes,  and  running  streams,  the  watera  fill; 

And  let  the  fowl  be  multiphed  oa  the  eariji  1 ' 

Forthwith  the  sounds  and  seas,  each  creek  and  bay. 

With  fry  innumerable  swarm,  and  shoals 

Of  fish  that  with  their  fins  and  shining  scales 

Glide  vmder  the  green  wave,  in  sculls'  that  aft 

Bank  the  mid  sea ;  part  ^i^le,  or  with  mate. 

Graze  the  sea-weed  their  pasture,  and  throi^h  grovca 

Of  coral  etray,  or  sporting  with  qaick  glance 

Show  to  the  sun  their  waved  coats  dropt  with  gold. 

Or,  in  their  pearly  shells  at  ease,  attend 

Moist  nutriment,  or  under  rocka  their  food 

In  jointed  armour  watch;  on  smootib  the  seal 

And  bended  dolphins  play :  part  huge  of  bulk 

WallowinR  unwieldy,  enormous  in  their  gait. 

Tempest  iJie  ocean;  there  leviathan.* 

Hugest  of  living  creatures,  on  the  deep 

Stretched  like  a  promontory,  sleeps  or  swims,  • 

And  seems  a  moving  land,  and  at  bis  gills 

Draws  iE,  and  et  his  trunk  spouts  out,  a  sea. 

Meanwhile  the  tepid  caves,  aud  fens,  and  shores, 

Their  brood  as  numerous  hatch,  from  the  egg  that  soon 

Bursting  with  kindly  rupture  forth  disclosed 

Their  callow  young ;  but  feathered  soon  and  fledge. 

They  summed  their  pens,^  and,  soaring  the  air  sublime. 

With  clai^  despised  the  ground,  under  a  cloud 

In  prospect ;  there  the  eagle  and  the  stork 

On  cliffs  and  cedar  tops  their  eyries'  build : 

Part  loosely  wing  tie  region,  part  more  wise 

1  Moldtndes,  from  (he  Saioii  aceole,  an  HSBemblj.    But  Newton 
wonld  piefat  reading  "  ttid  sooih,"  J  think  riglitly. 
*  See  L  200. 
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1,  lunged  in  figure,  wedge '  their  way, 
InteU^ent  of  seasona,  ami  set  forth 
Their  airy  caravan,  high  over  seas 
Flying,  and  over  lands,  with  mutual  wing 
Easing  their  fl^ht;  so  steers  the  prudent  crane 
Her  annual  voya^.  home  on  winds ;  the  air 
Floats,  as  they  pass,  fanned  with  unnumbered  plumes: 
From  hrftnch  to  branch  the  smaller  birds  with  soDg 
Solaced  the  woods,  and  spread  their  painted  wings 
Till  even,  nor  then  the  solenm  nightingale 
Ceased  warbling,  but  all  night  tuned  her  soft  lays; 
Others  on  silver  lakes  and  rivers  bathed 
Their  downy  breast;  the  swan  with  arched  neck 
Between  her'  white  wings  mantlii^  proudly,  row3 
Her  state  with  oary  feet ;  yet  oft  they  quit 
The  dank,  and,  rismg  on  stiff  pennons,  tower 
The  mid  aerial  sky ;  others  on  ground 
Walked  firm ;  the  crested  cock,  whose  clarion  sounds 
The  silent  hours,  and  the  other  whose  gay  train 
Adorns  him,  colom-ed  with  the  florid  hue 
Of  rainbows  and  starry  eyes.    The  waters  thus 
With  fiah  replenished,  and  the  air  with  fowl, 
Evening  and  mom  solemnized  the  fifth  day. 

"  The  sixth,  and  of  creation  last,  arose 
With  evening  harps  and  matin,  when  Ood  said : 
*  Let  the  eartn  bring  forth  soul  living  iu  her  kind, 

>  This  is  well  illnstrated  by  a  passage  qootsd  by  NewtoD  A-om  the 
■  SpBOtacle  ds  !a  Natnre,"  which  saya  npon  this  ocoasion,  DiaL  li. — 
"  Aa  U  wild  ducks  and  cianea,  hoth  Ihe  one  and  the  other,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  winler,  fly  in  quest  of  more  tavonrable  idimalaB.  They  all 
■saemble  at  a  certain  day.  like  anallowB  and  qaails.  The^  dsoanip  at 
the  same  time,  ind  it  is  vaiy  agreeslile  to  obBwre  their  flight.  Thej 
ganaraJly  range  thamselreB  uj  a  long  colmDn,  li^e  an  T,  or  in  two  lines 
Doileain  a  point,  like  'a  Vrevoraed.'"    And  so,  aa  Kilton  aaya, — 

"ranged  in  figore,  'wedge  their  way.'" 
"  Tiie  duck  or  quail  who  fbims  the  point,  cuts  the  air,  and  (acilitAtea  a 
passage  to  those  who  follow ;  but  he  is  charged  with  this  oommisaion 
only  for  a  certain  time,  at  the  conclnsion  of  which  he  wheels  into  tha 
rear,  and  anolhertakes  hia  poet."    And  thus,  aa  Milton  says, — 
"  with  mntaal  wing 
Easing  their  flight." 
1  Poets  generally  make  the  awan  mascnline.    Milton  probably  took 
ii  oontniy  conn*  to  avoid  the  dieagreeablr  sound  of  "  hia  Blal«, "  iii 


Cattle,  and  creeping  things,  and  beast  of  ifae  earth. 

Each  in  their  kind  ! '     Tke  earth  obejed,  and  atraigfat 

Opening  her  fertile  womb,  teemed  at  a  birth 

Innumerous  living  creatures,  perfect  forms. 

Limbed  and  full  grown  :  out  of  the  ground  up  rose, 

As  from  his  lair,  the  wUd  beast,  where  he  wons ' 

In  forest  wUd,  Jn  thicket,  brake,  or  den; 

Among  the  trees  in  pairs  the;  rose,  they  walked  * 

The  cattle  in  the  fields  and  meadows  green : 

Those  rare  and  solitarr,  these  in  flocks 

Pasturing  at  once,  and  in  broad  herds  upspmng. 

The  graffi;  clods  now  calved.*  now  half  appeared 

The  tawny  lion,  pawii^  to  get  free 

His  hinder  parts,  then  springs  as  broke  from  bonds. 

And  rampant  shakes  his  briuded  mane ;  the  ounce. 

The  libbard,'  and  the  tiger,  as  the  mole 

Rising,  the  crumbled  earth  above  them  threw 

In  hillockB :  the  swift  stag  from  underground 

Bore  up  his  branching  head :  scarce  from  his  mould 

Behemoth,  biggest  bom  of  earth,  upheaved 

T-fi'!  vastness :  fleeced  the  flocks  and  bleating  rose. 

As  plants :  ambiguous  between  sea  and  land 

The  river-horse  and  scaly  crocodile. 

At  once  came  forth  whatever  creeps  the  ground. 

Insect  or  worm :  those  waved  then  limber  fana , 

for  wings,  and  Bmaliest  lineaments  exact  ^. 

In  all  the  liveries  decked  of  summer's  pride 

With  ^lota  of  gold  and  purple,  azure  and  gieen ; 

These  as  a  line  their  long  dimension  drew, 

Streaking  the  ground  with  sinuous  trace ;  not  all 

Minims  of  nature :  some  of  serpent  kind, 

Wondrous  in  length  and  corpulence,  involved 

Their  snaky  folds,  and  added  wings.    First  crept 

The  parsimonious  emmet,  provident 

Of  future,  in  small  room  large  heart  enclosed ; 

Pattern  of  just  equality  perhaps 

Hereafter,  joined  in  her  popular  tribes 

Of  commonalty :  swarming  nest  appeared 

The  female  bee,  that  feeds lier  husoand  drone 

__    , „iiJword  loteoi)  MgniflestobrlngftirUi: 

b  is  a  general  word,  and  does  not  reUM  to  sows  ool; ;  for  hiudii  in 
aaid  to  "  calve  "  in  job  mix.  I,  and  Paalm  oil.  9. — JViufM. 
•  Leopard.  ^ 

V  ".OOgIc 


Delicionsly,  tuA  builds  her  waxen  cells 

With  honey  atorad :  the  rest  we  numberless, 

And  thou  their  natures  know'st,  ud  gaVst  thetu  namea, 

Keedlesa  to  thee  repeated ;  nor  unknown 
The  serpent,  eubQest  beast  of  all  the  field. 
Of  huge  extent  sometimes,  with  brazen  e^ 
And  hairy  mane  territio,  though  to  thee 
Not  noxious,  but  obedient  at  th;  call. 

"  Now  Heaven  in  all  her  glory  ahone,  and  rolled 
Her  motions,  as  the  great  flist  Mover's  hand 
First  wheeled  their  course ;  earth  in  her  rich  attire 
Consununate  lovely  anuled;  air,  water,  eartli, 
Bj  fowl,  fish,  beast,  was  flown,  was  swum,  was  walked 
Frequent ;  and  of  flie  siith  day  yet  remained : 
There  wanted  yet  the  master-work,  the  end 
Of  all  yet  done ;  a  creature  who,  not  pnAie 
And  brute  as  otiier  ereaturea,  but  enclued 
With  sanctity  of  reason,  might  erect 
Hia  stature,  and  upright  with  front  serene 
Oovem  the  reat,  aelf-knowing ;  and  from  thence 
Magnanimous  to  correspond  with  Hearen, 
But  grateful  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good 
Descends ;  thither  with  heart,  and  voice,  and  eyes 
Directed  in  devotion,  to  adore 
_  And  worship  God  aupreme,  who  made  him  chief 
Of  allhisworks;  therefore  the  Omnipotent 
Eternal  Father  (for  where  ia  not  he 
Present?)  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  spake : 

In  our  aimilitude,  and  let  them  rule 
Over  the  fish  and  fowl  of  sea  and  air,     ' 
Beast  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  earth, 
And  every  creeping  thing  that  oreepa  the  ground.' 
This  said,  he  formed  thee,  Adam ;  thee,  O  man, 
Dust  of  the  ground,  and  in  thy  noatrile  breathed 
The  breath  of  life ;  in  his  own  image  he 
•Created  thee,  in  the  image  of  God 
Eipreaa,  and  thou  becam'at  a  living  sonL 
Mtile  he  created  thee,  but  thy  conaort 
Female,  for  race ;  then  bleaa'd  mankind,  and  said  t 
'  Be  ftuitful,  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth ; 
Subdue  it,  and  throughout  dominion  hold 
Over  fish  of  the  sea,  and  fowl  of  the  air. 
And  every  living  thing  that  movea  on  tbo  ewfii  * 


a.  Tn.  BSS-KT*-  PAiUDisE  lAST.  IS 

Wherever  thuB  created,  for  no  place 

Is  yet  distinct  by  name,  thence,  aa  thou  know'st, 

He  brought  thee  into  this  delicious  grove, 

This  garden,  planted  with  the  trees  of  God 

Belectahle  both  to  behold  and  taate ; 

And  ireely  aU  their  pleaaant  fruit  for  food 

Gave  thee ;  all  sortf  are  here  that  all  the  earUi  yields, 

Variety  without  end ;  but  of  the  tree 

Which,  tasted,  worics  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 

Thou  mayat  not ;  in  the  day  thou  eat^at,  thou  diest : 

Death  ia  the  penalty  imposed :  beware, 

And  govern  well  thy  appetite  ;  leat  Sin 

Surprise  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  Death. 

"Here  finished  he,  and  all  that  he  had  made 
Viewed,  and  behold  aU  was  entirely  good ; 
So  even  and  mom  accomplished  the  sixth  day 
Yet  not  till  the  Creator,  from  his  work 
Desisting,  though  unwearied,  up  returned. 
Up  to  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  his  high  abode. 
Thence  to  behold  this  new-created  world. 
The  addition  of  hia  empire,  how  it  showed 
In  prospect  from  his  tlurone,  how  good,  how  &ir. 
Answering  his  great  idea.     Up  he  rode. 
Followed  with  acclamation,  and  the  sound 
Symphonious  of  ten  thousand  harps  tbat  tuned 
Ajigelic  harmonies ;  the  earth,  the  air. 
Resounded  (thou  remembereBi  for  thou  heard'st). 
The  Heavens  and  aU  the  constellations  rung. 
The  planets  in  their  station '  listening  stood. 
While  the  bright  pomp  ascended  jubilant. 
'  Open,  je  everlasting  gates ! '  they  sung ; 
'  C^n,  ye  Heavens,  your  living  doors ;  let  in 
The  great  Creator  from  hia  work  returned 
Magnificent,  his  six  days'  work,  a  world ; 
Open,  and  henceforth  oft ;  for  God  will  deign 
To  visit  oft  the  dwellings  of  just  men 
Dehghted,  and  with  frequent  interconree 
Tbidier  will  send  hia  winged  messengers 
On  errande  of  supernal  grace.'    So  sung 
The  glorions  tnun  ascending ;  He  through  Heaven, 

'  Tho  " 


That  opened  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led 

To  Ood's  eternal  house  direct  Uie  way; 

A  broad  and  ample  road,  whose  dust  is  gold. 

And  pavement  sCara,  ae  stars  to  thee  appear, 

Seen  m  the  galaij,  that  milkj  wav. 

Which  nighOy  as  a  circling  zone  tbou  seest 

Powdered  wim  stare.    And  now  on  earth  the  seventh 

Evening  arose  in  Eden,  for  the  sun 

Was  set,  and  twihght  from  the  east  oame  on, 

Eorerunning  night;  when  at  the  holy  monnt 

Of  Heaven's  high-aeated  top,  the  imperial  throne 

Of  Godhead,  fixed  for  ever  firm  and  sure. 

The  Filial  Power  arrived,  and  sat  him  down 

With  his  great  Father;  for  he  also  went 

Invisible,  yet  stayed  (such  privilege 

Hath  OmnipreHence),  and  the  worii  ordained, 

Author  and  end  of  all  things,  and  from  work 

Now  reetti^,  blessed  and  millowed  the  seventh  daj. 

As  resting  on  that  day  from  all  his  vrork, 

But  not  in  sUence  holy  kept;  the  harp 

Had  work,  and  rested  not ;  the  solemn  pipe, 

And  dulcimer,  all  organs  of  sweet  stop, 

All  sounds  on  fret  by  string  or  golden  wire, 

Tempered  soft  tunings,  intemuxed  with  voice 

Choral  or  tmison;  of  incense  clouds. 

Fuming  bom  golden  censers,  hid  the  mount. 

Creation  and  me  six  days'  acts  they  sung : 

'Great  are  thy  works,  Jehovah !  infinite 


Than  from  the  giant  angels :  thee  that  day 
Thy  tbundere  magnified ;  but  to  create 
Is  greater  than  created  to  destroy. 
Who  can  impair  thee,  mighty  King,  or  bound 
Thy  empire  ?    Easily  the  proud  attempt 
Of  spirits  apostate  and  their  counsels  vain 
Thou  hast  repelled,  while  impiously  they  thought 
Thee  to  diminish,  and  fr*om  tbee  withdraw 
The  number  of  thy  worshippers.     Who  seeks 
To  lessen  thee,  against  his  purpose  serres 
To  manifest  the  more  Ihy  might :  his  evil 
Thou  usest,  and  frvm  thence  creat'st  more  good. 
Witness  this  new-made  world,  another  Heaven 
I^vm  Heaven-gate  not  frir,  founds  in  view 


On  the  clear  hjalme,'  the  glassy  ee& ; 
Of  amplitude  ahnost  immenae,  with  start 
Numerous,  and  every  star  perhaps  a  world 
Of  destined  habitation;  hut  thou  know'at 
Their  seasons :  among  these  the  seat  of  men. 
Earth,  with  her  nether  ocean  circumfuaed, 
Their  pleasant  dwelling-place.    Thrice  happy  men, 
And  Eona  of  men,  whom  God  hath  thus  advanced, 
'  Created  in  his  image,  there  to  dwell 
And  w<nehip  him,  mid  in  reward  to  rule 
Over  Ma  works,  on  earth,  in  sea,  or  air. 
And  multiply  a  race  of  worshippers 
Holy  and  just;  thrice  happy  if  they  know 
Their  happinesB,  and  persevere  upright  1 ' 
"So  sung  they,  and  the  empyrean  rung 
With  haUelujahs ;  thus  was  sabbath  kept. 
And  thy  request  think  now  fulfilled,  that  asked 
How  first  this  world  and  face  of  things  t)egan. 
And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done 
From  the  beginning,  that  posterity 
Informed  by  thee  might  know :  if  else  thou  seek'st 
Aught,  not  surpassing  human  a 
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kiam  inqnirea  concerning  celestial  moti 
uid  eifiorted  to  taicb  r»lher  IMogB  more  -worthT  o£ 
Adun  kMeniB,  Aud,  Bdll  deskotv  to  detain  Raphael,  relates  to  mm 
whM  he  remembered  since  his  own  creation,  his  piecing  in  Pai»dise, 
his  talk  with  God  eancemh^  salitode  and  £t  society,  hu  fiist  meet- 
ing snd  nuptials  with  Ere,  his  discoone  irith  the  si^el  therettpon, 
who,  Bfl«r  adnuniitioni  repeated,  departs. 

The  sugel  ended,  &ud  in  Adam's  ear 
So  charniiiig  left  hia  -voice,  that  he  a  while 
Thought  him  Btiil  BpeaJdng,  still  stood'  fiied  to  hear; 
Then,  as  new  waked,  thus  gratefully  replied ' 

"  What  thanks  euffioiont,  or  what  recompense 
E^ual  have  1  to  reuder  thee,  divine 
Historian,  who  thus  lurgely  hast  allayed 
The  thirst  I  had  of  knowledge,  and  vouchsafed 
This  Mendly  condescension  to  relate 
Things  else  by  me  unsearchahle,  now  heard 
With  wonder,  hut  delight,  and,  as  is  due. 
With  glory  attributed  to  the  high 
•       Creat^ir  ?    Something  yet  of  doubt  remains, 
Which  only  thy  solution  can  resolve. 
When  I  behold  this  goodly  frame,  this  world 
Of  Heaven  and  earth  consisting,  and  compute 
Their  magnitudes,  this  earth  a  spot,  a  grain. 
An  atom,  with  the  firmament  compared 
And  all  her  numbered*  atars,  that  seam  to  roll 
Spaoes  incomprehensihle  (for  such 
llieir  distance  ai^es,  and  their  swift  return 
Diurnal),  merely  to  officiate'  light 
1 1.  (.  oontinned.  *  Niuueroal.  *  Ftmisb. 
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Bound  this  opacoua'  earth,  this  puactual  spot,* 
One  ia.j  and  night,  in  all  their  TB,8t  survey 
tJeeless  besides;  reasoning  I  oft  admire, 
How  nature,  wise  and  fru^l,  could  commit 
Such.  disproporttonB,  with  superfluous  hand 
So  many  nobler  bodies  to  create, 
Greater  bo  manifold,  to  this  one  use. 
For  ai^ht  appears,  and  on  their  orbs  impose 
Such  restless  revolution  day  by  day 
BepeateJ ;  while  the  sedentary  earth. 
That  better  might  with  far  less  compass  move, 
Served  by  more  noble  than  herself,  attains 
Her  end  without  least  motion,  and  receives. 
As  tribute,  sueh  a  sumless  journey  broug-ht 
Of  incorporeal  speed,  her  warmth  and  l^ht ; 
Speed,  to  describe  whose  swiftness  number  fails." 

So  Bpake  our  sire,  and  by  bis  countenance  seemed 
Entering  on  studious  thoughts  abstruse,  which  £Te 
Perceiving,  where  she  sat  retired  in  sight; 
With  lowliness  m^estic  &om  her  seat. 
And  grace  that  won  who  saw  to  wish  her  stsr, 
Bose.  and  went  forth  among  her  fruits  and  flowera, 
To  Tisit  how  they  prospered,  bud  and  bloom. 
Her  nimery;  they  at  her  coming  sprung, 
And,  touched  by  her  fair  tendance,  glodlier  grew. 
Yet  went  she  not,  as  not  with  such  discourse 
Delighted,  or  not  capable  her  ear 
Of  what  was  high ;  such  pleasure  she  reserved, 
Adam  relating,  she  sole  auditress : 
Her  husband  the  relater  she  preferred 
Before  the  angel,  and  of  bim  (o  ask 
Chose  rather;  he,  she  knew,  wntild  intermis 
Grateful  digressions,  and  solve  high  dispute 
With  conjugal  caresses ;  from  his  lip 
Kot  words  ^one  pleased  her.    Oh  !  when  meet  now 


a  spot"  in  ler.  II;  ha  ct33a  it  here 
■  this  pnnotual  apot,"  &  spot  no  bifsef  tliMi  m  point,  oomparsd  with  Ihe 
llrmunent  and  tied  Stan.  Dr.  Sentlej  sayB  that  the  aatbor  designed 
'^pnnctal ;"  bnt  ^'pnnctual"  la  denTcd  fma  pimelitm,  a  point ;  and  as 
Ibe  ET^ish  langnag«  waa  before  in  poEBesgion  of  the  word  "pnno- 
tual"  we  maj  atippoae  that  be  cheati  to  make  nae  of  this  word  rattier 
than  to  coin  a  new  one,  eapecially  since  this  aigai£es  the  asme  u  Uie 
other. — WeUJdiii. 
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Such  paiiB,  in  loTe  and  mutual  houour  joined? 
With  goddesfr-like  demeanour  forth  she  went, 
Not  imtLttended,  for  on  her  as  que«a 
A  pomp  of  winning  graces  waited  still, 
And  &om  about  her  shot  darts  of  deaire 
Into  aU  eyes  to  wish  her  still  in  sight 
And  Baphael  now,  to  Adam's  doubt  proposed, 
leneToleut  and  facile  thus  replied : 

"  To  ask  or  search  I  blune  thee  not^  for  HeaTen 
Ib  as  the  book  of  God  before  thee  set, 
Wherein  to  read  his  wondrous  works,  and  learn 
His  seasons,  hours,  or  days,  or  monthe,  or  years : 
This  to  attain,  whether  Heaven  move  or  earth, 
Inqoorts  not,  if  thou  reckon  right;  the  rest 
From  man  or  angel  the  great  Architect 
Did  wisely  to  conceal,  and  not  divulge 
Hi"  secrets  to  be  scanned  by  them  who  ought 
Kather  admire ;  or  if  they  list  to  try 
Conjecture,  he  his  fabric  of  the  Heavens 
Hatn  left  to  theii  disputes,  perhaps  to  move 
His  laughter  at  their  quaint  opimons  wide 
Hereafter,  when  they  come  to  model  Heaven 
And  calculate  the  stare,  how  they  will  wield 
The  m^hty  firame ;  how  build,  unbuild,  contrivo 
To  save  appearances;  how  gird  the  sphere 
With  centric  and  eccentric'  ecribbled  o'er, 

acle  and  epicycle,  orb  in  orb : 
ready  by  thy  reasoning  this  I  guess. 
Who  art  to  lead  thy  ofispring,  and  eupposeat 
That  bodies  bright  and  greater  should  not  serve 
The  less  not  bright,  nor  Heaven  such  journeys  run, 
Earth  sitting  stUl,  when  she  alone  receives 
The  benefit.    Consider  first,  that  great 
Or  bright  infers  not  excellence :  toe  earth 
Though,  in  comparison  of  Heaven,  so  small. 
Nor  glistering,  may  of  solid  good  contain 
More  plenty  than  the  sun  that  barren  shines, 
Whose  virtue  on  itself  works  no  effect. 
But  in  tbe  fruitful  earth ;  there  first  received, 

"  are  evcb  sfbent  whose  ecntn  is  the 
'  anch  whose  eenliM  m  different  from, 
that  of  the  etMu    "C^cle"  is  ■  circle;  "  epicycle"  Is  ■  circle  npon 
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His  beams,  nnaotive  else,  their  Tigour  find. 

Yet  not  to  earth  are  those  br^ht  Iiunintuiea 

Officious,  but  to  thee,  earth's  habibmL 

And  for  tiie  Heaven's  wide  cirotiit,  let  it  speak 

The  Maker's  high  magnificence,  who  built 

So  spacious,  and  his  line  atretehed  out  so  far ; 

That  man  may  know  he  dwells  not  in  his  own ; 

An  edifice  too  large  for  him  to  fill, 

Lodged  is  a  small  partition,  and  the  test 

Ordiuned  for  uses  to  his  Lord  best  knowrt. 

The  swiftness  of  those  circles  attribute, 

Though  numberless,  to  his  omnipotence, 

That  to  corporeal  substances  could  add 

Speed  almost  spiritual ;  me  thou  thinkst  not  slow, 

Who  since  the  morning  hour  set  out  &om  Heaven, 

Where  God  resides,  and  ere  mid-day  arrived 

In  Eden,  distance  inespressible 

By  numbers  that  have  name.     But  this  T  urge, 

Admitting  motion  in  the  Heavens,  to  show 

Invalid  that  which  thee  to  doubt  it  moved ; 

Not  that  I  BO  afilrm,  though  so  it  seem 

To  thee  who  haet  thy  dwelling  here  on  earth. 

God,  to  remove  Ms  ways  from  human  sense, 

Placed  Heaven  from  earth  so  far,  that  earthly  sight 

If  it  presume,  might  err  in  things  too  high, 

And  no  advantage  gain.     What  if  the  sun 

Be  centre  to  the  world,  and  otlier  stars. 

By  his  attractive  virtue  and  their  own 

Incited,  dance  about  him  various  rotmds? 

Their  wandering  course  now  high,  now  low,  then  hid. 

Progressive,  retrograde,  or  standing  still. 

In  bIx  thou  seest;'  and  what  if  seventh  to  these 

>  In  thB  "moon,"  and  the  "five  oilier  wandering  Gre«,"  **  tbej  i 
etHed,  J.  ITt,  Their  motiaiu  «tq  erident ;  and  what  if  the  earth  shon 
it  a  seventh  ^anet,  and  more  three  diffeient  motionB,  IhoDgh  to  th 
inBensiblB  t  The  "  three  different  motions  "  which  the  Copemica 
altribnte  to  the  earth  ue — the  "  dinmal,"  ratind  her  om  aiia  ;  t 

whenbj  the  eattb  w>  proceeds  in  her  orbit  ae  that,  her  aiii  ia  n 
mot]]'  parallel  to  the  aia  or  the  world. 

"  Whioh  elao  to  aeveral  apherea  thon  mtut  aaoribe,"  Ac 
Ton  mnit  either  ascribe  theae  motionB  to  eeveral  Bpheres  croaaing 
...     ..-._._.     -  jij,^  ^y,  erooked  and  indireet  loniineB  and 
tattiibotath  


IBS  MILTOS'S   PO«TiOAL   WOSKa.        B.TTn.l»— lift 

The  planet  earth,  80  stedfast  though  she  seem, 
Insensibly  three  different  motioua  moTe  ? 
Which  else  to  several  spheres  thou  must  ascribe. 
Moved  contrary  with  thwart  obliquitieB, 
Or  save  the  Bun  his  lahour,  and  that  swift 
Nocturnal  and  diurnal  rhomh  supposed 
loTisible  else,  above  all  Btars,  the  wheel 
Of  day  and  night ;  which  needs  not  thy  belief. 
If  earth  industrious  of  herself  fet«b  day 
Travelling  east,  and  with  her  part  averse 
From  the  sun's  beam  meet  rdght,  her  other  part 
Still  luminouB  by  his  ray.     What  if  that  light, 
Sent  from  her  through  the  wide  transpicuous  air. 
To  the  terrestrial  moon  be  as  a  star 
Enlightening  her  by  day,  as  she  by  night 
This  earth  ?  reciprocal,  if  land  be  there. 
Fields  and  inhahitante :  her  spots  thon  seest 
As  clouds,'  and  clouds  may  rain,  and  rain  produce 
Fniilis  in  her  soflened  soil,  for  some  to  eat 
Allotted  there ;  and  other  suns,  perhaps. 
With  their  attendant  moons  thou  wilt  descry, 
Communioatii^  male  and  female  light,' 

lis  labour/'  and  the  primum  mohilt  too,  "  that  Hwift  nocturnal  and 
e  absened,  that  when  Hilton  uses  a  Greek 
ns  the  Ei^Iiah  of  it,  B3  he  doea  here,  "  the 
vheel  of  day  and  eight.  So  he  c^  the  priinuin  mobili:  and  tlda 
prijHwn  mobiU  in  the  ancient  aatronomy  waa  an  ima^at^  ephere  above 
those  of  the  pUneta  and  fixed  attm,  and  therefore  said  by  our  anihor 
tobe"eappased"  aiid"inTiaihleahove  a]l  stars."  Thia  ms  connived 
to  be  &e  firgt  moTec,  and  to  cair;  all  the  lower  apherea  roand  aloi^ 
vith  it ;  by  itfi  rapidi^  eommnnicating  to  them  a  motion  whereby  they 
revolTed  in  twentf-four  houis.  "  Which  reeds  not  tlij  belief,  if  earUi," 
&c.  Bat  there  is  no  need  to  believe  thia,  if  the  earth,  hj  reToIving 
round  on  her  own  aiia  from  wastlo  east  in  twenty-four  hoars  ("  travai- 
ling east"),  snjoya  day 

towards  the  sun,  and  is  et 

tamed  away  from  the  ann. — Heiclon, 

>  It  eeema  by  this  and  by  another  passage,  t.  119,  aa  if  oar  aathor 
thought  fliatthe  spots  in  the  moon  were  clouds  and  vaponra;  but  the 
most  probable  opmiou  is  that  they  are  her  seas  and  waters,  which 
reflect  only  part  of  the  ann'e  tats,  and  a'beorb  the  rest. 

<  The  sons  cammunicate  male,  and  the  moona  female  light.  And 
thus  Pliny  meutiomi  it  as  a  tradition,  that  the  sun  is  a  masculine  star, 
dryins  all  things ;  on  the  contrsiy,  the  moon  is  a  soft  and  femininti 

aome  of  the  atata  biudiug  the  elements,  and  others  looaing  them. — 


Which  two  great  eexes  aimnate  the  world. 
Stored  in  each  orb,  perhaps,  with  some  that  live. 
For  Buch  vast  room  m  natore  unpossessed 
By  living  soul,  desert  and  desolate, 
Only  to  abine,  yet  scarce  to  contribute 
Each  orb  a  glimpse  of  light,  conveyed  bo  far 
Down  to  this  habitable,'  which  returns 
Light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  dispute. 
But  whether  thus  these  things,  or  whether  not; 
Whether  the  sun  ptedomiuant  in  Heaven 
Rise  on  the  earth,  or  earth  rise  on  the  sun ; 
He  from  the  east  bis  flamii^  road  begin, 
Or  she  &om  west  her  silent  course  advance 
With  inoffensivB  pace  that  spinning  sleeps* 
On  her  soft  aiJe,  while  she  paces  even, 
And  bears  thee  soft  with  the  smooth  air  along  i 
Solicit  not  thy  thoughts  with  matters  hid  ; 
Leave  them  to  Ood  above,  him  serve  and  rear: 
Of  other  creatures,  as  him  pleases  best, 
Wherever  placed,  let  him  dispose :  ioy  thou 
In  what  he  gives  to  thee,  this  Paramse 
And  thy  fair  Eve ;  Heaven  is  for  thee  too  high 
To  know  what  passes  there;  be  lowly  wise ; 
Think  only  what  concerns  thee  and  thy  being ; 
Dream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  there 
Live,  in  what  state,  condition,  or  degree, 
Contented  that  thus  far  hath  been  revealed 
Mot  of  earth  only,  but  of  highest  Heaven. 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  cleared  of  douht,  replied : 
"  How  fiiUy  hast  thou  satisfied  me,  piu« 
Intelligence  of  Heaven,  angel  serene ! 
And,  Iraed  from  intricaeies,  taught  to  live 
The  easiest  way,  nor  with  perplexing  thoughts 

'  Snppl  J,  globe,  or  iBrih. 

»  Metaphors  tsian  fconi  a  top,  of  which  Virgil  meiea  a  whole 

'    ^mile,  £n.  Tii.  3T6.    It  ia  ui  objeotioii  to  the  Copemicui  Byetom  that, 

if  (he  earth  moved  rotmd  on  bet  axle  in  trentj'fbor  honis,  we  ahouJit 

be  aensible  of  the  r^idi^  and  violence  of  the  motioD ;  and  tlioretore, 

to  obviate  thii  oljectian,  it  is  not  only  said  that  "  she  adrancea  ha 

"  'Wiai  inoffendve  pace  that  apinning  sleepe 
On  her  soft  axle ; " 
but  it  is  farther  added,  to  explain  it  ^till  more — 

"  while  she  pftees  eren, 
And  bears  thee  eoft  with  the  Bmoolh  air  along ;  " 
fat  the  air,  the  atmoephere,  morea  as  well  as  the  taith.—Naclon. 
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To  intsmipt  the  sweet  of  life,  from  which 

God  hath  bid  dwell  far  off  all  anxious  cares. 

And  aot  molest  us,  unless  we  ourselves 

Seek  them  with  wandering  thoughts,  and  notioDS 

But  apt  the  mind  or  fancy  is  to  rove 

Unoheckad,  and  of  her  roving  is  no  end ; 

Till  warned,  or  by  experience  taught,  she  learn. 

That  not  to  know  at  lai^e  of  things  remota 

From  use,  obscure  and  subtle,  but  to  know 

That  which  before  ua  lies  in  daily  life, 

Is  the  prime  wisdom ;  what  is  more,  is  fume 

Or  emptioees,  or  fond  impertinence, 

And  renders  us  in  things  that  most  aonoem 

Unpractised,  unprepared,  and  still  to  seek. 

Therefore  from  tiiis  high  pitch  let  us  descend 

A  lower  flight,  sjid  apeak  of  things  at  hand 

Useful,  whence  haply  mention  may  arise 

Of  something  not  unseasDnable  to  aak 

By  sufferance,  and  thy  wonted  favour  deigned. 

Thee  I  have  heard  relating  what  was  done 

Eit>  my  remembrance :  now  hear  me  relate 

My  story,  which  perhaps  thou  bast  not  heard; 


Inviting  thee  to  hear  while  I  relate. 
Fond,  were  it  not  in  hope  of  thy  reply : 
For  while  I  sit  with  thee,  1  seem  in  Heaven, 
And  sweeter  thy  discourse  is  to  my  ear 
Thau  fruits  of  palm-tree  pleasantest  to  thirst 
And  hunger  both,  from  labour,  at  the  hour 
Of  sweet  repast :  they  satiate,  and  soon  fill. 
Though  pleasant ;  but  thy  words,  with  grace  divine 
Imbued,  bring  to  their  sweetness  no  satiety." 

To  whom  thus  Baphael  answered  heavenly  meek: 
"  Nor  are  thy  hps  ungraceful,  sire  of  men, 
Nor  tongue  ineloi^uent ;  for  Ood  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath  also  poured 
Inward  and  outward  both,  his  image  fair; 
Speaking  or  mute  all  comeUness  and  grace 
Attends  (hee,  and  each  word,  each  motiim  forma; 
Nor  less  think  we  in  Heaven  of  thee  on  earth 
Than  of  our  fellow-servant,  and  inquire 
Gladly  into  the  ways  of  Qod  with  man : 
For  God  we  see  hath  honoured  thee,  and  Bet 
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On  man  hia  equal  lore;  Bay  therefore  on, 

For  I  that  daj  was  absent,  as  befell,  ■ 

Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obscure. 

Far  on  exoumtoD  toward  the  gales  of  Hell ; 

Squared  in  full  legion  {such  command  we  had) 

To  see  that  none  thence  issued  forth  a  spy. 

Or  enemy,  while  Gad  was  in  bis  work ; 

Lest  he,  incensed  at  such  eruption  bold. 

Destruction  with  creation  might  have  miied. 

Not  that  they  duret  without  his  leave  attempt, 

But  us  he  sends  upon  his  high  behests 

For  state,  as  sovran  King,  and  to  inure 

Our  prompt  obedience.    Fast  we  found,  fast  shut 

The  dismal  gates,  and  barricadoed  strong ; 

But  long  ere  our  approaching  heard  with^ 

Noise,  other  than  tJie  sound  of  dance  or  song, 

Torment,  and  loud  lament,  and  furious  rage. 

Glad  we  returned  up  to  the  coasts  of  light 

Ere  sabbath  evening :  so  we  had  in  charge. 

But  thy  relation  now ;  for  I  attend, 

Pleased  with  thy  words  no  less  than  thou  with  mine." 

So  spake  the  godlike  power,  and  thus  our  sire ; 
"  For  man  to  tell  how  human  life  began 
la  hard;  for  who  himself  beginning  Knew? 
Desire  with  thee  still  longer  to  converse 
Induced  me.     As  new  waked  from  soundest  sleep. 
Soft  on  the  flowery  herb  I  found  me  laid 
In  halm^  sweat,  which  with  his  beams  the  sun 
Soon  dried,  and  on  the  I'eeking  moisture  fed. 
Straight  toward  Heaven  my  wondering  eyes  I  turned, 
And  gazed'  a  while  the  ample  sky;  till,  raised 
By  quick  instinctive  motion,  up  I  sprung, 
As  thitherward  endeavouring,  and  upright 
Stood  on  my  feet;  about  me  lound  I  saw   . 
Hill,  dale,  and  shady  woods,  and  sunny  plains. 
And  liquid  lapse  of  murmuring  streams ;  by  these 
Creatures  that  lived,  and  moved,  and  walked,  or  flew, 
Birde  on  the  branches  warbling ;  all  things  smiled ; 
With  fragrance  and  with  joy  my  heart  o'Mflowed. 
Myself  I  then  perused,  and  limb  by  limb 
Stnreyed,  and  sometimes  went,  and  sometimes  lan 
With  supple  joints,  as  lively  vigour  led : 
But  who  I  was,  or  where,  or  frmn  what  cause, 
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Enew  DOt;  to  speak  I  tried,  sjid  forthwith  spake ; 
Uf  tongue  obeyed,  and  readilj  could  name 
WWte'er  I  saw.'     '  Thou  sua,  said  I,  '  fair  light, 
And  thou  enlightened  earth,  so  freah  and  gay, 
Ye  hill  a  utd  dales,  ye  rivers,  woods,  and  plains, 
And  ;e  that  live  and  move,  fair  creatures,  toll. 
Tell,  if  ye  saw,  how  came  I  thus,  how  here  ? 
Viot  of  myself;  b^  some  great  Maker,  then. 
In  goodness  and  in  power  pre-eminent ; 
Tell  me.  Low  may  I  Imow  nim,  how  adore. 
From  whom  I  have  that  thns  I  move  and  live, 
And  feel  that  I  am  happier  than  I  know  ? ' 
While  thua  I  called,  and  strayed  I  knew  not  whither. 
From  where  I  first  drew  sir,  and  first  beheld 
This  happy  light,  when  answer  none  retomed. 
On  a  green  shady  bank,  profuse  of  flowers, 
Fenaive  I  sat  me  down ;  there  gentle  sleep 
First  found  me,  and  with  soft  oppression  seized 
My  drowaied  sense,  untroubled,  though  I  thot^ht 
I  then  was  passing  to  my  former  state 
Insensible,  and  forthwith  to  dissolve : 
When  suddenly  stood  at  my  head  a  dream, 
Whose  inward  apparition  gently  moved 
My  iancy  to  believe  I  yet  had  being, 
And  lived:  One  came,  methOught,  of  shape  dirine. 
And  said, '  Thy  mansion  wants  thee,  Adam ;  rise, 
First  man,  of  men  innumerable  ordained 
First  father  I  called  by  Aee,  I  come  thy  guide 
To  the  garden  of  bliss,  thy  seat  prepared.' 
So  saying,  by  the  hand  he  took  me  raised. 
And  over  fields  and  waters,  as  in  air 
Smooth  sliding  without  step,  last  led  me  np 
A  woody  mountain,  whose  high  top  was  plain, 
A  circuit  wide,  enclosed,  with  goooliest  trees 
Planted,  with  walks,  and  bowers,  that  what  I  saw 
Of  earth  before  scarce  pleasant  seemed,    Each  tree 
Iioaden  witli  fairest  fruit,  that  hung  to  the  eye 
Tempting,  stirred  in  me  sudden  appetite 
To  pluck  and  eat ;  whereat  I  wakea,  and  found 
Before  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream 
Had  lively  ahadowed:  here  had  new  begun 
My  wandering,  had  not  he  who  vraa  my  guide 
Up  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appeared, 
■Bntin  ver.  8S2,Ad4]nHeiibeithi*  opibilit;  tolbsgiftof  Ood. 
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PreBence  divine.    B«^oidiiR,  but  with  awe, 

Is  adbratioii  at  his  feet  I  fell 

SubmisB :  he  reared  me,  and '  Whom  thou  sougbt'st  I  tun,' 

Said  mildlf,  '  Author  of  all  this  thou  seeat 

Abore,  or  round  about  thee,  or  beneath. 

This  Paradise  I  give  thee ;  count  it  thine 

To  till  and  keep,  and  of  the  &uit  to  eat: 

Of  erery  tree  that  in  the  garden  grows 

Eat  freelj- with  glad  heart;  fear  here  no  dearth; 

But  of  the  tree  whose  operation  brings 

Knowledge  of  good  and  ill,  which  I  have  set 

The  pledge  of  tii;  obedience  and  thy  faith, 

Amid  the  garden  by  the  tree  of  life, 

Bemember  what  I  worn  thee,  ahnn  to  taste, 

And  shun  the  bitter  consequence ;  for  know. 

The  day  thou  eatet  tJiereof,  mj  sole  couunand 

TransgreBsed,  inevitably  thou  sholt  die, 

From  Chat  day  mortal ;  and  this  happy  state 

Shalt  lose,  expelled  from  hence  into  a  world 

Of  woe  and  sorrow.'     Sternly  he  pronoimced 

The  rigid  interdiction,  which  resounds 

Tet  dreadful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  my  choice 

Not  t«  incur ;  but  soon  his  clear  aspect 

B«turned,  and  gracious  purpose  thus  renewed; 

'Not  only  these  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  earlli. 

To  thee  and  to  thv  race  I  give ;  as  lords 

Possess  it,  and  all  things  that  therein  live, 

Or  live  in  sea,  or  air,  beast,  fish,  and  fowl. 

In  mga  whereof  each  bird  and  beast  behold 

AAer  their  kinds.     1  bring  them  to  receive 

From  thee  their  names,  and  pay  thee  fealty 

With  low  subjection :  understand  the  same 

Of  flsh  within  their  watery  residence. 

Not  hither  summoned,  since  they  cannot  change 

Their  element  to  draw  tie  thinner  air.' 

"  As  thus  he  spake,  each  bird  and  beast  behold 
Approaching  two  and  two  ;  these  cowering  low 
With  blandishment ;  each  bird  stooped  on  bis  wing. 
I  named  them,'  as  they  passed,  and  understood 
Their  nature,  with  such  Knowledge  God  endued 

1  Wonderful  wu  tlie  kuowUdge  Ood  beatoired  on  Adkm,  nor  tliat  least 
vhich  coDcuned  iha  Damjag  of  things  Aright,  as  Cicero  agrees  irith 
Plihasoru ; "  QniprimoB.  quod  sommiB  sa^ntiiB  Tjlbigora  Tisom  est, 
iis  impoauit.''    Toso.  DiBp.lib.  L  sect. 30. — Hunn. 
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[  found  uot  what  melhought  I  wanted  etiH ; 
And  to  the  heavenly  Tision  thus  presumed : 

" '  O  by  what  name,  for  thou  aDove  all  these, 
AboTe  mtuil[ind,  or  aught  than  mankind  higher, 
Surpassest  far  mj  naniing;  how  may  I 
Adore  thee,  Author  of  this  universe, 
And  all  this  good  to  num  ?  for  whose  well  being 
So  amply,  and  with  handa  fio  liberal, 
Thou  nast  proTided  all  things ;  but  with  me 
I  see  not  who  partakes.    In  solitude 
What  happiness?  who  can  enjoy  alone. 
Or  all  enjoying,  what  contentment  find  ?' 
Thus  I,  presimiptuons ;  and  the  Vision  bright. 
As  with  a  smile  more  brightened,  thus  replied : 

" '  What  call's!  thou  solitude  ?    Is  not  the  earth 
With  various  living  creatures,  and  the  air, 
Replenished,  and  all  these  at  thy  command 
To  come  and  play  before  thee  ?    KnoVst  Ihon  not 
Their  langusge  and  their  ways  ?    They  also  know, 
And  reason  not  contemptibly :  with  these 
Find  pastime,  and  bear  rule ;  thy  realm  is  lai^.' 
So  spake  the  universal  Lord,  and  seemed 
So  ordering.     I,  with  leave  of  speech  implored, 
And  humble  deprecation,  thus  replied ; 

"  '  Let  not  my  words  offend  thee,  heavenly  Power, 
My  Maker,  be  propitious  while  I  speak. 
Hast  thou  not  made  me  here  thy  substitute. 
And  these  inferior  far  beneath  me  set? 
Among  unequala  what  society 
Can  sort,  what  harraonv  or  true  dolight? 
Which  must  be  mutual,  in  proportion  due 
Given  and  received ;  but  in  disparity 
The  one  intense,  the  other  still  remiss, 
Cannot  well  suit  with  either,  biit  soon  prove 
Tedious  alike.    Of  fellowship  I  speak, 
Such  as  I  seek,  fit  to  participate 
All  rational  delight,  wherein  the  brute 
Cannot  be  human  consort ;  they  rejoice 
Each  with  their  kind,  lion  with  lioness ; 
So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  hast  combined : 
Much  less  can  bird  with  beast,  or  fish  with  fowl, 
80  well  converse ;  nor  with  the  os  the  ape ; 
Worse  then  can  man  with  beast,  and  least  <diiV 


Thou  to  thyself  proposeet.  in  the  choice 

OF  thy  associates,  Adam,  and  wilt  taste 

No  pleasure,  though  in  pleasure,  solitarj. 

What  think'st  thou  then  of  me,  and  this  my  state  ? 

Seem  I  to  thee  sufficiently  posaessed 

Of  happiness,  or  not  ?  who  am  alone 

From  all  eternity ;  for  none  I  know 

Second  to  me,  or  like,  eqtuil  much  \esh 

How  have  I.  then,  with  whom  to  hold  converse 

SaTe  with  the  creatures  which  I  made,  and  those 

To  me  inferior,  in£mt«  descents 

Beneath  what  other  cceatiires  are  to  thee?' 

"Heeeased;  I  lowly  answered ;  'To  attain 
The-height  and  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways 
All  human  thoughts  come  short,  Supreme  of  things 
Thou  in  thyself  art  perfect,  and  in  tiiee 
Is  no  deflcience  found ;  not  bo  is  man. 
But  in  degree ;  the  cause  of  his  desire 
By  conversatdon  with  his  like  to  help. 
Or  solace  his  defects.    No  need  that  thou 
Shonldst  propagate,  already  infinite. 
And  through  all  numbers  absolute,*  though  one ; 
But  man  by  number  is  U)  manifest 
His  single  imperfection,'  and  beget 
Like  of  his  like,  his  image  multiplied. 
In  unity  defecciye,  which  requires 
Collateral  love,  and  dearest  amity. 
Thou  in  thy  secresy  although  alone. 
Best  with  ttiyself  accompanied,  seek'st  not 
Social  communication,  yet  so  pleased 
Canst  raise  thy  creature  to  what  height  thou  wilt 
Of  union  or  communion,  deified: 
I  by  conversing  canaot  these  erect 
From  prone,  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find.' 
Thus  I  emboldened  spake,  and  fi^cdom  used 
PormissiFe.  and  acceptance  found,  which  gained 
This  answer  from  the  gracious  voice  divine : 

" '  Thus  far  to  try  thee,  Adam,  I  was  pleased, 

>  &.  LBtin  term,  "  omnibus  nomeria  abeolutiu,"  to  denote  gr 
toinplete  perfection. 
^  i.  t.  the  impeifectioa  of  bim  singla. 
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And  find  Qiee  knowing  not  of  beaBts  alone, 
Which  thou  hast  righU;  uamed ;  but  of  thyseli^ 
EipresEing  well  the  spirit  within  thee  &ee, 
Hj  image,  not  imparted  to  the  brute  ; 
IVhoBe  fellowship  therefoie,  unmeet  for  thee, 
Good  reason  was  thou  freely  shouldst  dislike. 
And  he  so  minded  sllll :  I,  ere  thou  spE^'st, 
£new  it  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,> 
And  no  such  company  as  then  thou  gawest 
Intended  thee,  for  trial  only  hrou^t, 
To  see  bow  thou  couldst  judge  of  tit  And  meet : 
What  next  I  bring  shall  please  thee,  be  assured. 
Thy  likeness,  tliy  fit  help,  thy  other  self, 
Thy  wish  exactly  to  thy  hearts  desire.' 

"He  ended,  or  I  heard  no  more,  for  now 
My  eardily  by  his  heavenly  overpowered,' 
Which  it  bad  long  stood  under,  strained  to  the  height 
In  that  celestial  colloquy  sublime, 
As  with  an  object  that  excels  the  sense 
Dazzled  and  spent,  sunk  down,  and  sought  repair 
Of  sleep,  which  isstantly  fell  on  me,  called 
By  nature  as  in  aid,  and  closed  mine  eyes. 
Mine  eyes  he  closed,  but  open  left  the  cell 
Of  fancy,  my  internal  sight,  by  which 
Abstract  as  in  a  trance  methought  I  saw. 
Though  sleepily,  where  I  lay,  and  saw  the  shape 
Still  glorious  before  whom  awake  I  stood  ; 
Who,  stooping,  opened  my  left  side,  and  took 
From  thence  a  rib,  with,  cordial  spirita  warm. 
And  life-blood  streaming  fresh  :  wide  was  the  wound. 
But  suddenly  with  flesh  filled  up  and  healed : 
The  rib  he  formed  and  fashioned  with  his  hands ; 
Under  hia  forming  hands  a  creature  grew. 
Manlike,  but  diflerent  sex,  so  lovely  fair. 
That  what  seemed  fair  in  all  the  world,  seemed  now 

*  The  BCtipture  saya  only,  that  "  ihe  Lord  God  c&used  a  deep  (deep 
to  fall  upon  Adam  "  (Gen.  ii.  21),  luid  our  Bnthor  endesvoon  lo  give 
flome  accoiint  hov  it  vas  eSi^ctkd.  Adam  was  Dverpovered  by  goq- 
vereing  vilh  ho  fluperior  a  Iwing,  hia  facultjes  having  beeo  aU  strained 
ti  higheat ;  and  now  'be  etmk  down  quite  dazzled  and 
ht  repair  of  sl^ep,  ivhich  instantly  fell  on  him,  and 
"  Mine  eyee  he  eloeed,"  saja  he  agam,  tnming  flie 
rrda,  and  making  sleep  a  pciBou,  aa  the  ancient  poeta  ollcn  do.—' 


S.VIII.17S— EW. 

Mean ;  or  in  her  summed  up,  io  her  contained, 

And  in  her  looks,  which  from  (hat  time  inl'used 

Sweetness  into  my  heart,  unfelt  before, 

And  into  all  tbiiigs  from  her  air  inspired 

The  spirit  of  love  and  amorous  dehght 

She  disappeared,  and  left  me  dark ; '  I  waked 

To  find  her,  or  for  ever  to  deplore 

Her  loss,  and  other  pleasures  all  abjure.  ' 

When  out  of  hope,  behold  her,  not  far  off, 

Such  as  I  saw  her  in  my  dream,  adorned 

With  what  all  earth  or  Heaven  could  bestow 

To  make  her  amiable.    On  she  came, 

I*d  by  her  heavenly  Maker,  though  unseen, 

And  guided  by  his  voice,  nor  uniaformed 

Of  nuptial  sanctitj  and  marriage  rites ; 

Grace  was  iii  all  her  steps,  Heaven  in  her  eye, 

la  every  gesture  dignity  and  love. 

I,  overjoj'ed,  could  not  forbear  aloud : 

"  '  This  turn  hath  made  amends :  thou  ha£t  fulfilled 
Thy  words.  Creator  bounteous  and  benign, 
Giver  of  all  things  fair  1  but  fairest  this 
Of  all  thy  gifts !  nor  eoviesL    I  now  sea 
Bone  of  my  bone,  flesh  of  my  fledi,  myself 
Before  me  :  woman  is  her  name,  of  man 
Extracted ;  lor  this  cause  he  shall  forego 
Father  and  mother,  and  to  liis  wife  adhere ; 
And  they  shall  be  one  flesh,  one  heart,  one  soul.' 

"She  neard  me  thus,  and  though  divinely  brought, 
Yet  innocence  and  vii^in  modesty. 
Her  virtue  and  the  conscience  of  her  worth, 
That  would  he  wooed,  and  not  unsought  be  won. 
Not  obvious,  not  obtrusive,  but  retired, 
The  more  desirable ;  or,  to  say  all, 
Nature  herself,  thoi^h  pure  of  sinful  thought. 
Wrought  in  her  so,  Oiat  seeing  me  she  turned : 
I  followed  her ;  she  what  was  honotu'  knew. 
And  with  obsequious  m^esty  approved 

1  She  that  voa  mir  light  ranished,  Bod  lefL  me  dark  snd  oomtorHeee 
For  *'light"iB,  in  Blmost  all  laoguages,  a  meuplioc  for  "joy"  and 
"  oimfart,"  and  "  darkness  "  for  the  conlrary.  As  Iir.  Peaice  obeervea, 
il  jg  aamethiag  of  the  aarae  waj  of  Ihinkii^  that  Milton  osee  in  his 
■onnet  on  his  deceased  wife.  After  having  doBcribed  her  «a  appeariiig 
to  him,  he  Bays — 

"  She  fled,  and  da;  brought  buk  my  night."  Ntwi™. 
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To  die  nuptial  bower 
^   ■'     "  :  all  Heaven 

And  happy  constellations  on  that  hour 
Shed  their  selectest  influence ;  the  earth 
Gave  sign  of  gratulatiou,  ead  each  hill ; 
Joyous  the  birds;  &esh  giJes  and  gentle  aira 
Whispered  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wings 
Flung  rose,  flung  odours  from  the  spicy  sbiub. 
Disporting,  till  &e  amorous  bird  of  night 
Sung  spousal,  and  bid  haste  the  evening  star 
On  his  liill  top,'  to  light  the  bridal  lamp. 

"  Thus  have  I  told  thee  all  mv  state,  end  brought 
My  bIoit  to  the  sum  of  earthly  bliss 
Which  I  enjoy,  and  must  confess  to  find 
In  all  things  else  delight  indeed,  but  such 
As,  used  or  not,  works  in  the  mind  no  change, 
Nor  vehement  desire :  these  delicacies 
I  mean  of  taste,  sigbt,  smell,  herhs,  fruits,  and  flowers, 
Walks,  and  the  melody  of  birds ;  but  here 
Far  otherwise :  transported  I  behold, 
Transported  touch ;  here  passion,  first  I  felt. 
Commotion  strange,  in  all  enjoyments  else 
Superior  and  unmoved,  here  only  weak 
Against  the  charm  ef  beauty's  powerful  glance. 
Or  nature  failed  in  me,  and  left  some  part 
Not  proof  enough  such  object  to  sustain ; 
Or,  from  my  side  subducting,  took  perhaps 
More  than  enough;  at  least,  on  her  bestowed 
Too  much  of  ornament,  in  outward  show 
Ftaborate,  of  inward  less  e}:act- 
For  well  I  understand  in  the  prime  end 
Of  nature  her  the  inferior,  in  the  mind 
And  inward  faculties,  which  most  excel, 
In  outward  also  her  resembling  less 

''  The  "  erening  stu- "  is  esid  io  "  light  the  bridal  lamp,"  in  aUnsion 
to  the  ancient  cnehiui  of  conduc^g  the  bride  home  to  her  Inide^room 
by  torchlighU  "  On  hia  hill  top  "  oIbq  refers  to  a  clflssio  Ttotion,  It 
being  sappLJSed  that  when  Uue  eUtt  appeared  eastward  in  the  monunf^ 

"  Phabas'  Eery  ear 
la  haste  was  climbing  up  the  eastern  hill." 
And  Shakspeare,  Komeo  and  Juliet,  act  ii. ! — 

"  Now  is  the  son  npon  the  highmoat  hill 
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His  image  who  made  both,  and  less  expi5'siog 
The  character  of  that  dominion  pi  yen 
O'er  other  creatures ;  yet  when  I  approach 
Her  loveliness,  so  absolute*  she  seems, 
And  in  herself  complete,  ao  well  to  know 
Her  own,  that  whtit  she  wills  to  do  or  say 
Seems  wisest,  virtuousest,  discreetest,  best ; 
All  h^her  knowledge  iu  her  presence  falls 
Degraded ;  wisdom  in  discourse  with  her 
Loses  discountenanced,  and  like  folly  shows; 
Authority  and  reason  on  her  wait, 
As  one  intended  first,  not  after  made 
Occasionally;  and,  to  consummate  all, 
Greatness  of  mind  and  nobleness  their  seat 
Build  in  her  loveliest,  and  create  an  awe 
About  her,  as  a  guard  angelic  placed." 

To  whom  the  angel,  with  contracted  brow: 
"Accuse  not  nature,  she  hath  done  her  part; 
Do  thou  but  thine,  and  be  not  diffident 
Of  wisdom ;  she  deserts  thee  not,  if  thou 
Dismiss  not  her,  when  moat  thou  need'st  her  nigh, 
By  attributing  oyermuch  to  things 
Less  excellent,  as  thou  thyself  perceiVet. 
For  what  admir'Bt  thou,  what  transporte  thee  so? 
An  outside?  fair,  no  doubt,  and  worthy  well 
Thy  cherishing,  thy  honouring,  and  thj  love, 
Not  thy  subjection :  weigh  with  her  thyself; 
Then  value :  oft'times  nothing  profits  more 
Than  self-esteem,  grotmded  on  just  and  right 
Well  managed;  of  that  skill  the  more  thou  know'st, 
The  more  she  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head. 
And  to  realities  yield  all  her  shows ; 
Made  so  adorn'  for  thy  delight  the  more. 
So  awfiil,  that  with  honour  thou  mayst  love 
Thy  mate,  who  sees  when  thou  art  seen  least  wise. 
But  if  the  sense  of  touch  whereby  mankind 
Is  propagated  seem  such  dear  delight 
Beyond  all  other,  think  the  same  vouchsafed 
To.  cattle  and  each  beast ;  which  would  not  he 
To  them  made  common  and  divulged,  if  aught 
Thereia  enjoyed  were  worthy  to  subdue 
The  soul  of  man,  or  passion  in  him  move. 
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Wliat  higher  in  her  society  thou  flnd'st 
Attractive,  human,  rational,  love  still; 
In  loving  thou  dost  well,  in  passion  not. 
Wherein  true  love  consists  not;  love  refines 
The  thoughts,  and  heart  enlarges,  hath  his  seat 
In  reason,  and  is  judicious,  is  the  scale 
By  which  to  heavenly  love  thou  maYst  ascend, 
Mot  sunk  in  camsj  pleasing ;  for  which  cause 
Among  tho  beasts  no  mate  for  thee  was  found.' 

To  whom  thus,  half  abashed,  Adam  replied : 
"  Neither  her  outside  formed  so  fair,  nor  aught 
In  procreation  common  to  all  kinds 
(Though  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far, 
And  with  mysterious  reverence  I  deem), 
So  much  delights  me,  as  those  graceful  acts, 
Tiiose  thousand  decencies  that  daily  flow 
I'rom  all  her  words  and  actions  mixed  with  love 
And  sweet  compliance,  which  declare  unfeigned 
Union  of  mind,  or  in  us  both  one  soul; 
Hannony  to  behold  in  wedded  pair 
Jkloi'e  gi-ateful  than  harmonious  sound  to  the  ear. 
Yet  these  subject  not:  I  to  thee  disclose 
What  inward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foiled. 
Who  meet  with  vai-ions  objects,  from  the  sense 
Variously  representing;  yet,  still  free. 
Approve  the  best,  and  follow  what  I  approve. 
To  love  thou  blamest  me  not;  for  love,  thou  say'et. 
Leads  up  to  Heaven,  is  both  the  way  and  guide; 
Bear  with  me,  then,  if  lawful  what  I  ask. 
Ijjvb  not  the  heavenly  spirits?  and  how  their  love 
Express  they?  by  looks  only?  or  do  they  mil 
Irradiance,  virtual  or  immediate  touch?" 

To  whom  the  angel,  with  a  smile  that  glowed 
Celestial  I'osy  I'ed.  love's  proper  hue, 
Answered :  "  Let  it  suffice  tliee  that  thou  kuow'st 
Us  happy,  and  without  love  no  happiness. 
Whatever  puie  thou  in  the  body  enjoy'st 
(And  pure  thou  wert  created)  we  enjoy 
In  eminence,  and  obstacle  find  none 
or  membrane,  joint,  or  limb,  exchieive  bars; 
Easier  than  air  with  air,  if  spirits  embrace, 
Total  they  mix,  union  of  pure  with  pure 
Desiring;  nor  restrained  conveyance  need 
As  flesh  to  mix  with  flesh,  or  aoul  with  soul-  , 


But  I  can  now  no  more ; '  the  parting  sun 

Beyond  the  earth's  green  cape  aad  verdant  isles 

Hesperian  sets,  mj  signal  to  depart 

Be  strong,  live  happy,  and  love,  but  first  of  all 

Him  whom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 

His  great  command ;  take  heed  lest  passion  sway 

Thy  j  udgment  to  do  aught  which  else  free  will 

Would  Kot  admit ;  tbine  and  of  eU  tby  sons 

The  weal  or  woe  in  thee  is  placed;  beware ! 

I  in  thy  pereevering  shall  rejoice, 

And  all  the  blest :  stand  fast ;  to  stand  (a  faU 

Free  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies. 

Perfect  within,  no  outward  aid  require ; 

And  all  temptation  to  transgrflss  repel." 

So  saying,  he  arose;  whom  Adam  thus 
Followed  with  henediotion :  "  Since  to  part, 
Go.  heavenly  guest,  ethereal  messenger, 
fient  from  whose  sovran  soodness  I  adore. 
Gentle  to  me  and  affable  nath  been 
Thy  condescension,  and  shall  be  hononred  ever 
With  grateful  memory :  thou  to  mankind 
Be  good  and  friendly  still,  and  oft  return." 

So  parted  they;  the  angel  up  to  Heaven 
From  the  thick  shade,  and  Adam  to  his  bower. 


proper  to  put  an  end  to  it;  and  now  "  the  parting  aun  bejDnd  the 
earth's  green  cape,"  bejond  Cape  de  Verd,  tlie  moat  wealem  point  0/ 
Af.-Loa;  "and  verdant  isles,"  the  iaUnds  of  Cape  de  Verd,  a  knot  of 
■malJ  ialanda  lying  off  Cape  de  Yerd,  subject  to  Iho  PortngueBet 
"  Heeperittii  sets,"  sele  westward ;  from  Hesperus,  the  evening  star. 
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Btttan,  iiaying  oompasied  the  eartli,  n 
A  mist  by  night  into  Paradisi 

propoaeg  to  divid  .         ,  ^    _ 

oousentg  not,  alleging  the  danger  lest  that  enemy,  of  whom  loe; 
were  foTewamed,  sbonld  Bttempt  li?r  found  alone:  Ere,  loath  to 
be  liioagbt  not  eircoinepect  or  Arm  enough,  orgee  ber  goiog  apart, 
the  rather  desiroua  to  makv  trial  of  her  strength;  Adam  at  last 
yields.  The  serpent  finds  hec  alone;  his  subtle  approach,  firet 
gaiing,  then  epeaking,  with  much  flattery  eitolling  Eve  aboye  all 
other  ereaturea.  Eve,  wondering  to  hear  the  serpent  speak,  asks 
how  he  attained  to  human  speech  and  such  understanding  not  till 
now  ;  the  serpent  answers,  that  by  lasting  of  a  certain  ine  in  the 

Euilen  he  attained  both  to  speech  and  reason,  till  then  void  of 
:>th ;  Eve  requires  him  to  bring  her  to  that  tree,  and  flnds  It  to  be 
the  tree  of  knowledge  forbidden :  the  aetpent,  non  grown  bolder, 
with  many  wiles  and  arguments  induces  her  at  len^h  to  eat;  she, 
pleased  with  the  taste,  deliberates  a  while  wheuier  to  irnpart 
thereof  to  Adam  or  not;  at  last  brings  him  of  the  fVtiit;  relates  what 

Eersuaded  her  lo  eat  thereof :  Adam,  at  first  amazed,  but  perceiviog 
er  lost,  resolves,  Ihrongh  TBhemenee  of  love,  to  perish  with  her ; 
and,  eitennating  the  trespass,  eats  also  of  the  fruit:  the  effects 
thereof  in  them  both;  they  seek  tooover  their  nakedness;  then  ftdl 
to  lariance  and  aeeusation  of  one  another. 

No  more  of  talk  where  God  or  angel  guest 
With  man,  as  with  his  fiiend,  famiUar  used 
To  sit  indulgent,  and  with  him  partake 
Kural  repast,  permitting  him  the  while 
VeuiaJ  discourse  unblamed :  I  now  must  change 
Those  notes  to  tragic ;  foul  distrust,  and  breach 
Disloyal  on  the  part  of  man.  revolt. 
And  disobedience ;  on  the  part  of  HeaTen 
Now  alienated,  distance  and  distaste. 
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Anger  and  iiiat  rebuke,  and  judgment  given. 

That  brought  into  this  world  a  world  of  woe. 

Sin  and  her  shadow  Death,  and  misery' 

Death's  harbinger :  sad  ta^.  jet  argument 

Not  leas  but  more  heroic  than  tlie  wrath 

Of  stem  Achilles'  on  his  foe  pursued 

Thrice  fugitive  about  Troj  wall ;  or  rage 

Of  Ttimusfor  Lavinia'  disespoused; 

Or  Neptune's  ire,  or  Juno's,  that  so  long 

Perplexed  the  Greek  and  Cjtherea's  son  J* 

If  answerable  style  I  can  obtain 

Of  my  celestial  patroness,  who  deigns 

Her  nightly  visitation  ummplored,' 

And  dictates  to  me  slumbering,  or  inspires 

Easy  my  \mpremeditated  Terser 

Since  first  this  subject  for  heroic  song 

Pleased  me  long  choosing,  and  beginning  late;* 

Not  sedulous  by  nature  to  indite 

Wars,  hiflierto  the  only  argument 

Heroic  deemed,  ehief  mastery  to  dissect 

With  long  and  tedious  havoc  fabled  knights 

In  battles  feigned ;  the  better  fortitude 

Of  patience  and  heroic  martyrdom 

Unsung ;  or  to  describe  races  and  games,^ 

Or  tilting  furniture,  emblazoned  shields," 

Impresses  quaint,'  caparisons  and  steeds ; 

By  "  mieery"  here,  Millon  means  aicknesfl,  disease,  tuid  uU  eorfs 
Bt  mortal  pains.  So  wlien  Id  iL  Michael  ia  going  to  name  the 
aereral  dbeasea  in  the  lazar-honse  repreeenled  la  Adam  in  a  lision, 
heeaja,  ver.  ITS:— 

"  that  thou  maj'st  know 

Shall  biing  on  men."  — Paom. 

>  The  argnmeat  of  the  Iliad.  ■  The  argument  of  the  ^neid. 

*  Cnpid,  tfao  son  of  Teens. 

*  Milton  naa  accnatomed  to  stud;  at  nigbt 

*  ^ilton  had  eailj  intended  lo  write  an  epio  poem  on  the  auhjeot 


■of  King  Arthur. 

'  Aethe  ancient  poeU  have  done;  Homer,  in  the  t 

wenty-thirdbook 

of  the  Iliad;  Virgil,  iji  the  fifth  book  of  Ibe  ^neid 

:  and  Statins,  in 

theBiithbookothiaThebaid;  or  "  tills"  and '■  loun 

ilo,  Spenser,  and 

the  like.— JVrtiiun. 

»  Uncommon  nitty  devices  or  emblems,  painted 

on  their  shields 

nsaally  wiUi  a  motto.    We  remember  one  which  « 

■as  not  painted; 

■  btankahieldi  the  a 


Bases  and  tinsel  b^ppinga,  gorgeoua  knights 
At jouBt  or  toumament;  then  marshalled  feast 
Served  up  in  h&U  with  sewers  and  aeaesctisls; 
The  skill  of  artifice  or  of&ce  mean, 
Not  that  which  justly  glTes  heroic  naroe 
To  peison  or  to  poem.    Me  of  these 
Nor  skilled,  nor  Etudious,  higher  argument 
Bemains,  sufficient  of  itself  to  raise 
That  name,  unless  an  age  too  late,  or  cold 
Climal«,  or  years,'  damp  m;  intended  wing 
Depressed,  and  much  they  may,  if  aU  be  mine, 
Not  hers  who  brings  it  nightly  to  my  ear. 

The  sun  was  sunk,  and  after  him  the  star 
Of  Hesperus,  whose  office  is  to  bring 
Twilight  upon  tlie  earth,  short  arbiter 
Twixt  day  and  night,*  and  now  from  end  to  end 
Night'9  hemisphere  had  veiled  the  horizon  round : 
When  Satan,  who  late  fled  before  the  threats 
Of  Gabriel  out  of  Eden,  now  improved 
In  meditated  fraud  and  malice,  bent 
On  man's  destniclion,  maugre  what  might  hap 
Of  heavier  on  himself,  fearless  returned. 
By  night  he  fled,  and  at  midnight  returned 
From  compassing  the  earth,  cautious  of  day. 
Since  Driel,  regent  of  the  sua,  descried 
His  entrance,  and  forewarned  the  cherubim 
That  kept  their  watch ;  thence  full  of  anguish  driYen, 
The  space  of  seven  continued  nights  he  rode 
With  darkness;  Ihrice  the  equinoctial  line* 

by  hb  Tdlour  wherewith  to  adom  it.  "  Baaaa,"  from  hai  (French), 
thej  (all  low  to  <he  ground;  the;  are  also  called  the  hoDsing,  from 
hiiaii,  bedaggled.  '■  Sewen,''  from  BUtnir  (French),  lo  set  down; 
for  tliuse  officen  set  the  dishes  on  the  table ;  in  old  Freiirh,  aanmn. 
"  SeneBchala,"  from  two  German  words,  signifying  t,  senanl  of  a 
family ;  and  was  applied  by  way  of  eminence  to  tlie  piincipal  lervant, 
the  flt£ward. — RicharAon. 

'  Milton  was  nearly  aix^  yeare  of  age  when  this  poem  wal 
published. 

>  This  eipression  was  probably  borrowed  from  the  beginning  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia,  where,  speaking  of  the  sun  about  the  tune 
of  the  equinoi,  he  calls  him  "  an  indiffei-ent  arbiter  between  the  night 
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He  circled;'  four  times  crossed  the  car  of  night 

From  pole  to  pole,  traversing  each  coliire  ;* 

On  the  eighth  returned,  and  on  the  coast  averse 

From  entrance  or  chenihic  watch,  by  stealth 

Found  unsuspected  way.     There  was  a  place, 

Now  not,  though  sin,  not  time,  first  wrought  the  change, 

Where  Tigris  at  the  foot  of  Paradise 

Into  a  gulf  shot  under  ground,  till  part 

Bose  up  a  fountain  bv  the  tree  of  life ; 

In  with  the  river  annk,  and  with  it  rose 

Satan,  iuToIved  in  rising  mist;  then  sought 

Where  Co  he  hid ;  sea  he  had  searched,  and  land, 

From  Eden  over  Pontus,"  and  the  pool 

MtEOtis,  up  beyond  the  river  Ob ; 

Downward  as  far  antarctic  ;  and  in  length 

West  from  Orontea  to  the  ocean  barred 

At  Darien ;  thence  to  the  land  where  flows 

Ganges  and  Indus :  thus  the  orb  he  roamed 

Wilh  narrow  search,  and  with  inspection  deep 

Considered  every  creature,  which  of  all 

Most  opportune  might  serve  his  wiles,  and  foimd 

I  L  e.  did  not  move  direcU;  on  with  the  night  na  before,  but  cnsaed 
over  from  N.  to  S.  and  from  S.  lo  N.  poie. 

'  Tte  "  lolnres "  are  two  great  oircIeB,  intsraecting  each  other  at 
right  angles  in  thi  polea  of  the  norld,  and  eneom passing  the  earth 
from  N.  to  S.  and  from  S.  lo  N.  Hence,  observea  Newton,  as  '■  Satan 
was  moving  from  pole  to  pole,  at  the  same  time  Ibe  cai  of  night  waa 
moving  fi^)m  eaat  lo  west,  if  be  would  keep  still  ia  Ibe  shade  of  night 
as  he  deeired,  be  could  not  move  ia  ■  Bliaigbt  line,  bnt  mnst  move 
obliquely,  and  therebj'  cross  the  two  colnrea." 

1  •■  He  eearohed"  bolh  "  sea  and  land"  northward  '■  ftum  Eden 
over  Pontus,"  Pontna  Euiinus,  the  Eoiine  Sea,  now  the  Black  Sea, 
above  Conetantiaople.  "  and  the  pool  MaBOtia,"  Falua  Uieotis,  above 
the  Black  Sea, "  up  beyond  the  river  Oh."  Ob,  or  Obj.  a  great  river  of 

as  fat  Bonthward;  the  northern  hemisphere  being  elevated  on  our 
globes,  tlie  north  19  called  "  up"  and  the  south  "  downward ;"  "  antarctic," 
soalJi,  the  contiar;  to  "  arctic"  north,  from  ap^roc,  'At  ^mt,  the  moat 
conspicooiu  constellation  near  the  north  pole;  but  no  particular 
place  ia  mentioned  near  the  south  pole,  there  being  all  aea  or  land 
unkninm.  "  And  in  length,"  as  norUi  is  Dp  and  south  ia  down,  so  in 
length  ia  east  or  west;  '■  weat  from  Orontes,"  a  river  of  Syria,  west- 
ward of  Eden,  ranning  into  the  Mediterranean,  "  to  the  ocean  barred 
•t  Darien,"  the  isthmus  of  Darien  in  the  West  Indieu,  a  neck  of  land 
that  joins  North  and  South  America  together,  and  hinders  the  ocean 
«a  it  were  wilh  a  bat  fiwn  flowing  betiveen  them;  and  the  metaphor 
of  "  the  oeeau  barred"  is  in  allusiv.i  to  Job  ixxviii.  10. — Hiailon. 


The  serpent  subtlest  beaat  of  all  the  field. 
Him  after  long  debate,  irresolute 
Of  thoughta  Tevolyod,  his  fina!  sentence  chose 
Fit  vessel,  fittest  imp'  of  fraud,  in  whom 
To  enter,  and  his  dark  suggestions  hide 
From  sharpest  sight ;  for  m  the  wilj  snake, 
Whatever  sle^hts,  none  would  su^icious  mark. 
As  irom  his  wit  and  native  subtlety 
Proceeding ;  which,  in  other  beasts  observed, 
Doubt  might  beget  of  diabolic  power 
Active  within  beyond  the  sense  of  brute. 
Thus  he  resolved,  but  first  from  inward  grief 
His  bursting  passion  into  plaints  thus  poured ! 

O  earth !  how  like  to  Heaven,  if  not  preferred 
More  justly,  seat  worthier  of  gods,  as  built 
With  second  thoughts,  reforming  what  was  old ! 
For  what  God,  after  better,  worse  would  buUd  ? 
Terrestrial  Heaven,  danced  round  by  other  heavena 
That  shine,  yet  bear  their  bright  officious  lamps, 
light  above  light,  for  thee  alone,  as  seems. 
In  thee  conceutring  all  their  precious  beams 
Of  sacred  influence !     As  God  in  Heaven 
Is  centre,  yet  extends  to  all,  so  thou 
Centring  receiv'st  from  all  those  orbs,  in  thee. 
Not  in  themselves,  all  their  known  virtue  appears 
Productive  in  herb,  plant,  and  nobler  birth 
Of  creatures  animate  with  gradual  life 
Of  growth,  sense,  reason,  tJl  summed  up  in  man. 
Widi  what  delight  could  I  have  walked  Gtee  round. 
If  I  could  .joy  in  au^bt,  sweet  intereban^ 
Of  hill  and  valley,  rivers,  woods,  and  plains. 
Now  land,  now  sea,  and  shwes  with  forest  crowned, 
Kocks,  dens,  and  caves !  but  I  in  none  of  these 
Find  place  or  refuge ;  and  the  more  I  see 
Pleasures  about  me,  so  much  more  I  feel 
Tonnent  within  me,  as  from  the  hateful  siege 
Of  contraries;  all  good  to  me  becomes 
Bane,  and  in  Heaven  much  worse  would  be  my  state. 
But  neither  here  seek  I,  no,  nor  in  Heaven 
To  dwell,  unless  by  mastering  Heaven's  supreme ; 
Nor  hope  to  be  myself  less  miserable 

FitCeat  stock  to  graft  liis  devilish  &ind  npon,  "  Imp,"  of  the 
Ssson  impm,  (0  put  into,  lo  graft  upon.  Thus  children  are  cBllerl 
litUe  impa,  Crom  their  imita^g  all  they  see  and  hear. — Hume. 


By  what  I  seek,  but  others  to  make  mich 

As  I,  though  thereby  worse  to  me  redound : 

For  only  in  destroTmg  I  find  ease 

To  mj  relenflesa  thoughts ;  and  him  destroyed, 

Or  won  to  what  may  work  his  utter  loss. 

For  whom  all  this  was  made,  all  this  will  soon 

Follow,  as  to  him  linked  in  weal  or  woe ; 

In  woe  then ;  that  destruction  wide  may  range : 

To  me  shall  be  the  glory  sole  among 

The  infernal  powers,  ia  one  day  to  have  marred 

What  he,  Almighty  styled,  six  nights  and  days 

Continued  making,  and  who  knows  bow  long 

Before  had  been  contriving,  though  perhaps 

Not  longer  than  since  I  in  one  night  freed 

From  servitude  inglorious  well  nigh  half 

The  ai^lio  name,  and  thinner  lek  the  throng 

Of  his  adorers:  he,  to  be  avenged. 

And  to  repair  hia  numbers  thus  impaired, 

Whether  such  virtue  spent  of  old  now  failed 

More  angels  to  create,  if  the;  at  least 

Are  his  ci'eated,  or,  to  spite  us  more. 

Determined  to  advance  into  our  room 

A  creature  formed  of  earth,  and  him  endow. 

Exalted  from  so  base  original. 

With  heavenly  spoils,  our  spoils ;  what  he  decreed 

He  effected ;  man  he  made,  and  for  him  built 

Magnificent  this  world,  and  earth  his  seat, 

Him  lord  pronounced,  and  {oh,  indignity !) 

Subjected  to  his  service  angel-wings, 

And  flaming  ministers  t«  watch  and  tend 

Their  earthw  charge :  of  these  the  vigilance 

I  dread,  and  to  elude,  thus  wrapped  in  mist 

Of  midnight  vapour,  glide  obscure,  and  pry 

In  every  bush  and  brake,  where  hap  may  find 

The  seipent  sleeping,  in  whose  mazy  folds 

To  hide  me  and  the  dark  intent  I  bring. 

Oh,  foul  descent!  that  I,  who  erst  contended 

With  gods  to  dt  the  h%hest,  am  now  constrained 

Into  a  beast,  and  mixed  with  bestial  slime, 

This  essence  to  incarnate  and  imhrute, 

That  to  the  height  of  deity  aspired  I 
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But  what  will  not  ambition  and  revenge. 

DeBcend  to  ?  who  aspires  must  down  as  low 

As  high  he  soared,  obnoxious  first  or  last 

To  basest  things.    Revenge,  at  firat  though  eweet. 

Bitter  ere  long  back  on  itself  recoils : 

Let  it ;  I  leck  not,  so  it  light  well  aimed, 

Since  higher  I  Ml  short,  on  him  who  nest 

Provokes  my  envy,  this  new  favourite 

Of  Heaven,  this  man  of  clay,  son  of  despite. 

Whom,  us  the  more  to  spite,  bis  Maker  raised 

From  duEt:  spite  then  with  spit£  is  best  repaid." 

So  saying,  through  each  thicket  dank  or  dry 
like  a  black  mist  low  creeping,  he  held  on 
His  midnight  search,  where  soonest  he  might  find 
The  serpent :  him  fast  sleeping  soon  he  found 
In  labyrinth  of  many  a  round  self-rolled. 
His  head  the  midst,  well  stored  with  subtle  wiles : 
Not  yet  in  horrid  shade  or  dismal  den. 
Nor  nocent' yet,  but  on  the  gia,BBy  herb 
Fearless,  unleared,  he  slept :  in  at  his  mouth 
The  devil  entered,  and  his  brutal  sense, 
In  heart  or  head,  possessing,  soon  inspired 
With  act  intelUgential ;  but  his  sleep 
Disturbed  not,  waiting  close  the  approach  of  mom. 
Now  when  as  sacred  light  began  to  dawn 
In  Eden  on  the  humid  flowers,  that  breathed 
Their  morning  incense,  when  all  things  that  breatlie, 
From  the  earUi's  great  altar  send  up  silent  pi'aise 
To  the  Creator,  and  his  nostrils  fill 
With  grateful  smell.'  forth  came  the  human  pair. 
And  joined  their  vocal  worship  to  the  quire 
Of  creatures  wanting  voice ;  that  done,  partake 
The  season,  prime  for  sweetest  scuts'  and  airs  : 
Then  commune  how  Ihut  day  they  best  may  ply 
Their  growing  work  ■  for  much  their  work  outgrew 
The  bands'  despatch  of  two  gardening  so  wide. 
And  Eve  first  to  her  husband  thus  began : 

"  Adam,  well  may  we  labour  still  to  dress 
This  garden,  still  to  tend  plant,  herb,  and  flowei', 
Our  pleasant  task  enjoined ;  but,  till  more  hands 
Aid  us,  the  work  under  our  labour  grows. 
Luxurious  by  restraint ;  what  we  by  day 
1  BalefuL  '  Cf.  Qeae*.  Tiii.  31 
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Lop  overgTOwa,  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind, 
One  night  or  two  with  wanton  growth  deiidea, 
Tendii^  to  wild.     Thou,  therefore,  now  advise. 
Or  bear  what  to  my  mind  first  thoughts  present ; 
Let  us  divide  our  labours,  thou  wheie  choice 
Leads  thee,  or  where  most  needs,  whether  to  wind 
The  woodbine  round  this  arbour,  or  direct 
The  claspbg  ivy  where  to  climb,  while  I, 
In  yonder  spring  of  roses  intermixed 
With  myrtle,  find  what  to  redress  till  noon  r 
For  while  so  near  each  other  thiis  all  day 
Our  task  we  choose,  what  wonder  if  so  near 
Lot^s  intervene  and  smiles,  or  object  new 
Casuil  discourse  draw  on,  which  intermits 
Our  day's  work,  brought  to  little,  though  begun 
Early,  and  the  hour  of  supper  comes  unearned?* 

To  whom  mild  answer  Adam  tlius  returned : 
"  Sole  Eve,  associate  sole,  lo  me  beyond 
Compare  above  all  living  creatures  dear  ! 
.WeU  hast  thou  motioned,  well  thy  thoughts  employed 
How  we  might  best  fulfil  the  wori  which  here 
Qod  hath  assigned  us,  uor  of  me  shalt  pass 
Unprsised  ;  for  nothing  lovelier  can  be  found 
In  woman,  than  to  study  household  good, 
And  good  works  in  her  husband  to  proroote. 
Yet  not  so  strictly  hath  our  Lord  imposed 
Labour,  as  to  debar  us  when  we  need 
Eefreshment,  whether  food,  or  talk  between, 
Food  of  the  mind,  or  this  sweet  intercourse 
Of  looks  and  smiles ;  for  smiles  from  reason  flow. 
To  brute  denied,  and  are  of  love  the  food  ; 
Love,  not  the  lowest  end  of  human  life. 
For  not  to  irksome  toil,  but  to  delight 
He  made  us,  and  delight  to  reason  ioined. 
These  paths  and  bowers  doubt  not  but  our  joint  bunds 
Will  keep  from  wilderness  with  eaae,  as  wide 
As  we  need  walk,  till  younger  hands  ere  long 
Assist  us ;  but  if  much  converse  perhaps 
Thee  satiate,  to  short  absence  I  could  yield; 
For  solitude  sometimes  is  best  society. 
And  short  retirement  urges  sweet  return. 
But  other  doubt  possesses  me,  lest  harm 
Befall  thee  severed  from  me ;  for  thou  know'at 
What  hath  been  warned  us,  what  malicious  foe, 


EDvying  our  happiness,  and  of  his  own 
Be^airiog,  seeks  to  work  ua  woe  end  shame 
By  sly  assault ;  and  somewhere  nigh  at  hand 
Wabmes,  so  doubt,  with  greedy  hope  to  find 
His  wish  and  hcst  advantage,  us  asunder, 
Hopeless  to  circumvent  na  joined,  where  each 
To  other  speedy  aid  might  lend  at  need ; 
Whether  his  first  design  be  to  withdraw 
Our  fealty  from  God,  or  to  disturb 
Conjugal  love,  than  which  perhaps  no  bliss 
Enjoyed  by  us  excites  his  envy  more ; 
Or  ttus,  or  worse,  leave  not  the  faithful  side 
That  {{ftve  thee  being,  still  shades  thee  and  protects. 
The  wife,  where  danger  or  dishonour  lurks. 
Safest  and  seemliest  by  her  husband  stays. 
Who  guards  her,  or  with  her  the  worst  endures." 

To  whom  the  vu^in'  m^esty  of  Eve, 
As  one  who  loves,  and  some  unkindness  meets. 
With  sweet  austere  composure  thus  replied ; 

"  Offspring  of  Heaven  and  earth,  and  all  earth's  lord. 
That  such  an  enemy  we  have,  who  seeks 
Our  niin,  both  by  thee  informed  I  learn. 
And  from  the  paiting  augel  overlieard, 
As  in  a  shady  nook  I  stood  behind, 
Just  then  returned  at  shut  of  evening  flowers. 
But  that  thou  ahouldst  my  lirmne^  therefore,  doubt 
To  God  or  thee,  because  we  have  a  foe 
May  tempt  it,  I  expected  not  to  hear. 
His  violence  thou  fear'st  not.  being  such 
As  we,  not  capable  of  death  or  pain. 
Can  either  not  receive,  or  can  repeL 
His  fraud  is  then  thy  fear,  which  plain  infers 
Thy  equal  fear  that  my  firm  faith  and  love 
Can  by  his  fraud  be  shaken  or  seduced ; 
Thoughts,  which  how  found  they  harbour  in  thy  breast, 
Adam,  misthought  of  her  to  thee  so  dear  ?' 

To  whom  witii  heahng  words  Adam  replied : 
"  Daughter  of  God  and  man,'  immortal  Eve, 

'   ADcient  viiters  naed  this  tfim  with  grBBtw  latitods  than  is 
'  1.  ».  if  I  am  so  lifar  W  joaas  jouasid  {ct  ver.  237),  howcmyoo 


For  such  tLou  art,  from  sin  and  lilBme  entire : 

Not  diffident  of  thee  do  I  dissuade 

Thy  absence  horn  mj  sight,  but  to  avoid 

The  attempt  itself,  intended  by  our  foe. 

For  he  who  tempts,  though  in  vain,  at  least  asperseg 

The  tempted  with  dishononr  foul,  supposed 

Hot  inGorruptible  of  faith,  not  proof 

Against  temptation  :  thou  thyself  with  acorn 

Aid  anger  woiildst  resent  the  offered  wrong. 

Though  ineS^ctual  found :  misdeem  not,  then, 

If  such  affiont  I  labour  to  avert 

From  thee  alone,  which  on  us  both  at  once 

The  enemy,  though  bold,  will  hardly  dare ; 

Or,  daring,  first  on  me  the  assault  snail  light. 

Nor  thou  his  malice  and  false  guile  contemn ; 

Subtle  he  needs  must  be,  who  could  seduce 

Ai^ls ;  nor  think  superfluous  others'  aid. 

I  from  the  influence  of  thy  looks  receive 

Access  in  every  virtue ;  in  thy  sight 

More  wise,  more  watchful,  stronger,  if  need  were. 

Of  outward  strength ;  while  shame,  thott  lookii^  on. 

Shame  to  be  overcome  or  over-reached, 

Would  utmost  vigour  raise,  and  raised  unite. 

Why  should  not  tbou  like  sense  within  thee  feel 

When  I  am  present,  and  thy  trial  choose 

With  me,  best  witness  of  thy  Tirtue  tried?" 

So  spake  domestic  Adam  in  his  care 
And  m&trimomal  love ,  but  Eve,  who  thoi^ht 
Less  attributed  to  her  faith  sincere, 
Thus  her  reply  with  accent  sweet  renewed : 

"  If  this  be  our  condition,  thus  to  dwell 
In  narrow  circuit  straitened  by  a  foe. 
Subtle  or  violent,  we  not  endued 
Single  with  like  defence,  wherever  met. 
How  are  we  htq>py,  stdll  in  fear  of  harm? 
But  harm  precedes  not  sin :  only  our  foe. 
Tempting,  affronts  us  with  his  fonl  esteem 
Of  onr  integrity :  his  foul  esteem 
Sticks  no  dishonour  on  our  front,  but  turns 
Fool  on  himself;  then  wherefore  shunned  or  feared 

**  daogbter  of  God  and  man,"  u  mode  hj  Qod  oat  of  mui ;  aoA 
■cknowledgM  hei  lo  be  "  immorUl,"  u  slie  had  aud  heraelf,  ter,  289, 
that  thej  wen  "  not  capable  of  death  or  pain ; "  bnt  only  so  long  u 
■he  wu  "  aalin  from  nu  uid  blame." — Atwlm. 
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B  j  hh  ?  who  T&dieo-  double  bononr  gain 
From  his  surmise  proved  false,  fiad  peace  -wifhiii. 
Favour  from  Heaven,  our  witness  from  the  erenC. 
And  That  is  faith,  love,  virtue,  unassayed 
Uone.  without  exterior  help  sustained  ? 
Let  us  cot,  then,  easpeot  our  happy  state 
Left  BO  imperfect  by  the  Maker  wise, 
As  not  eecure  to  single  or  combined. 
Frail  is  our  happinees,  if  this  be  so, 
And  Eden  were  no  Eden  thus  espoied." 

To  whom  thus  Adam  fervently  replied : 
"  0  woman,  best  are  all  things  as  the  will 
Of  God  ordained  them;  his  ureatnig  hsmd. 
Nothing  imperfect  or  deficient  left 
Of  all  Qiat  he  created,  much  lees  man, 
Or  aught  that  might  faie  happy  state  secure, 
Becure  from  outirard  force ;  within  himself 
The  daneer  lies,  yet  Ues  within  his  power ; 
Against  Ala  will  he  can  receive  no  harm. 
But  God  left  free  the  will,  for  what  obeys 
Reason,  is  free ,  and  reason  he  made  right. 
But  bid  her  well  be  ware,  and  still  erect ; 
Lest  by  some  fair-appearing  good  surprised 
She  dictate  false,  and  .mieinform  the  will 
To  do  what  God  expressly  bath  forbid. 
Not  then  miatruet,  but  tender  love,  enjoins 
That  I  should  mind  thee  oft ;  end  mind  thou  ma. 
Pirm  we  subdEt,  ^et 'possible  to  swerve, 
Since  reason  not  impossibly  may  meet 
Some  ^cious  object  by  the  foe  suborned. 
And  Ml  into  deception  unaware, 
Not  keeping  strictest  watch,  aa  she  wae  warned. 
Seek  not  temptation  then,  which  to  avoid 
Were  better,  and  most  Ukely,  if  from  me 
Thou  sever  not :  trial  will  come  unsoi^ht. 
Wouldst  thou  approve  thy  conatanoy,  approrc 
First  ikj  obedience;  the  other  who  can  know, 
Not  seeu^  thee  attempted,  who  attest  ? 
But  if  thou  think  trial  unsought  may  find 
Us  both  securer  thait  thus  warned  Ihou  seem'et, 
Go;  for  thy  stay,  not  free,  absents  thee  more ; 
Go  in  thy  native  innocence ;  rely 
On  what  thou  hast  of  virtue' ,  summon  all : 
For  God  towards  thee  hath  done  his  part:  do  thine.' 
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So  epake  the  patriarch  of  mankind ;  but  Eve 
PerBisted ;  yet  siibmiBS,  though  last,  leplKd : 

"  With  thy  permission,  then,  and  thus  forewuncd, 
Chiefly  by  what  thy  own  last  reasoning  words 
Touched  odIv,  that  our  trial,  when  least  sought. 
May  find  us  both,  perhaps,  for  less  prepwed. 
The  willinger  I  go,  nor  much  eipect 
A  foe  so  proud  will  first  the  weaker  seek ; 
So  bent,  the  more  shall  ahame  him  bis  repulge." 

Thus  sajinK.  from  her  husbAnd's  hand  her  band 
Soft  she  withdrew,  and,  like  a  wood-nymph  light, 
Oread  or  Dryad,  or  of  Delia's  train,' 
Betook  her  to  the  groTes;  but  Delia's  self 
In  gait  surpassed,  and  goddese-hke  deport, 
Though  not  as  she  with  how  and  quirer  armed, 
But  with  such  gardening  tools  as  art  yet  rude, 
GuilfleBS  of  Gre,  had  fonned,  or  ojigels  brought. 
To  Pales,*  or  Pomona,  thus  adorned, 
Ijkest  she  seemed ;  Pomona  when  she  fled 
Vertumnus,  or  to  Ceres  in  her  prime. 
Yet  virgin  of  Erosarpina'  from  Jove. 
Her  long  with  ardent  look  his  eye  pursued 
Delighted,  but  desiring  more  her  stay. 
Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  quick  return 
Bepeated ;  ehe  to  Tiim  aa  oft  engaged 
To  be  retiimed  by  noon  amid  the  oower. 
And  all  things  in  beat  order  to  invite 
Noontide  repast,  or  afternoon's  repose. 
O  much  deceived,  much  failing,  h^tleas  E^e, 
Of  thy  presumed  return !  event  perverse  1 
Thou  never  from  that  hour  in  Paradise 
Found'st  either  sweet  repast,  or  sound  repose; 
Such  ambush,  hid  among  sweet  flowers  and  shades. 
Waited  with  heUish  rancour  imminent 
To  intercept  thy  way,  or  send  thee  back 
Despoiled  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  bliss. 
Tor  now,  and  since  fljrst  break  of  dawn,  the  fiend, 
Ueie  serpent  in  appearance,  forth  was  come. 
And  on  bis  quest,  where  likeliest  he  m^ht  find 
liie  only  two  of  mankind,  but  in  them 

>  Compue  tha  deiciiplioal  in  Hraner,  Od.  tL  lOB,  aqq. ;  Vlq^ 
En.  i.  4fle,  mq. 
1  ThA  godofiflfl  of  ihepherds. 
*  1. 1.  not  jet  bewme  the  motlier  of  PioBerpios. 
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The  whole  included  noe,  hia  purposed  prey. 
In  bower  and  field  he  Bought,  where  any  tuft 
Of  ^ve  or  garden-plot  more  pleasant  u>j, 

Their  tendance  or  pWtatLon  lor  delight; 

Bj  ibuntain  or  by  shady  riTulet 

He  Bought  them  hoth,  but  wished  his  hap  might  find 

Eve  separate ;  he  wished,  hut  not  with  hope 

Of  what  so  seldom  chanced;  when  to  his  wish, 

Beyond  his  hope,  Etc  separate  he  spies, 

Veiled  in  a  cloud  of  fi-agronce,  where  she  stood. 

Half  spied,  so  thick  the  roses  blushing  round 

About  cer  glowed,  oft  stooping  to  support 

Each  flower  of  slender  stalk,  whose  head,  thoi^h  gay 

Carnation,  purple,  azure,  or  specked  with  gold, 

Hunff  drooping  unsustaiiied ;  them  she  upstays 

Oenuy  with  myrtle  hand,  mindless  the  while 

Herself,  thougti  fairest  unsupported  flower. 

From  her  beat  prop  bo  far,  and  storm  bo  niah. 

Nearer  he  drew,  and  many  a  walk  traversed 

Of  Btatelieet  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm, 

Then  voluble  and  hold,  now  hid,  now  seen 

Among  thick-woven  arborets  and  flowers 

Embordered  on  each  bank,  the  hand  of  Eve : ' 

Spot  more  delicious  than  those  gardens  fe^ed 

Or  of  revived  Adonis,'  or  renowned 

AldnouB,  host  of  old  LaerteB*  son; 

I  ■•  Embordered  on  euh  bank,"  the  binka  weT«  bocdered  wtUi 
Uie  floireis;  "the  hand  of  Eve,"  the huidiwork  of  Ere,  uneujof  a 
picttm  thmt  it  u  the  hand  Df  Boch  or  Bach  i  mister. 

'  "  Of  rerired  Adonis ; "  for  ttux  he  WM  killed  bj  lie  wild  bo«r, 
it  Is  uid  thftf^  Ht  Venna'B  reqTieBt,  he  wu  reHtored  to  life.  And  ve 
Ma   uuiiTerwry   fegUrBt  vu  opened  with  Borrow  tmd 

his  reTiTBL  It  is  verj  true,  as  Bentle;  Bays,  &>X  "  the  gudens  of 
Adonis,"  80  fteqnenlly  mentioned  by  Greek  writerg,  were  nothing 
bat  portable  eBTthen  pots  with  some  lettuce  or  fennel  growinR  in 
them,  and  thrown  Bwaj  the  next  da;  afler  the  jearlj  festiFBl  of 
Adonis ;  whence  "  the  gnrdons  of  Adonis "  grew  to  be  a  proverb  of 
contempt  for  any  &aitless,  fading,  perishable  affair.  Bat,  as  Fearce 
replies,  why  did  the  Greciana  on  Adonis's  festival  carry  these  small 
eu^en  gardens  about  in  hoooor  of  him  ?  was  it  not  becaase  tbey  bad 
a  tiaditjoo,  that  when  he  was  alive  he  delighted  in  gardens,  and  had 
a  msgnififent  one  ?  PUdt  mentiotiB  the  gardens  of  "  AdoniB "  and 
"Alcutaa*"  together  as  Milton  does.  There  ii  nothing  that  the 
■ncieats  admired  more  than  the  gardeDS  of  the  Heapmides,  and 
tho3*  of  the  Idnga  Adonia  and  Alcinoua. — NeuloK. 


Or  that,  not  m;sUc,'  where  the  Mpient  king* 
Held  dalliance  with  hia  fair  Egyptian  apaiise. 
Much  he  the  place  admired,  the  person  more, 
As  one  who  long  in  populous  cit;  pent, 
Where  houses  thick  and  aewers  onnoj  the  air. 
Forth  issuing  on  a  summer's  mom  to  breathe 
Among  the  pleasant  villf^a  and  farms 
Adjoined,  from  each  thinK  met  conceireB  delist; 
The  smell  of  grain,  or  tedded'  grass,  or  kine, 
Or  daily,  each  roral  sight,  each  rural  sound ; 
If  chance  with  njmph-like  step  fair  -virgin  pass, 
What  pleasing  seemed,  for  her  now  pleases  more, 
She  most,  and  in  her  look  sums  all  delight: 


Thu9  earlj,  thus  alone ;  her  heavenly  form 
Angelic,  but  more  soft  and  feminine ; 
Her  graceful  innocence,  her  every  air 
Of  gesture,  or  least  action,  oTciawed 
His  malice,  and  with  rapine  sweet  bereaTed 
His  fierceness  of  the  fierce  intent  it  brought 
That  space  the  evil  one  abstracted  stood 
From  his  own  evil,  and  for  the  time  remained 
Stupidlj  good,  of  enmity  disarmed. 
Of  guile,  of  hate,  of  envy,  of  revenge ; 
Bnt  the  hot  Hell  that  always  in  him  bums. 
Though  in  mid  Heaven,  soon  ended  his  delight, 
And  tortures  him  now  more,  the  mare  he  sees 
Of  pleasure  not  for  him  ordained :  then  soon 
Fierce  hate  he  recollects,  iind  all  his  thoughts 
Of  mischief,  gratulatiug,  thus  excites: 

"  Thoughts,  whither  have  ye  led  me  I  with  what  sweet 
Compulsion  thus  transported  to  forget 
What  hither  brought  us  1  hate,  not  love ;  nor  hope 
Of  Paradise  for  Hell,  hope  here  to  taste 
Of  pleasure;  but  all  pleasure  t«  destroy, 
Save  what  is  in  deatroving ;  other  joy 
To  me  is  lost    Then  lot  me  not  let  paas 
Occasion  which  now  Buules ;  behold  alons 
The  woman,  opportune  to  tjl  attempts ; 
Her  husband,  for  I  view  far  round,  not  nigh, 

I  [.  (.  not  bbnloiu  or  kllegn^cal,  bnt  ml. 
>  Solomon.    Of.  CantJoles,  ponim, 
*  Mowed  *nd  apivad  oat  U>  irj. 
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Whom  highet  intellectual  more  I  ahun, 

And  Btrecgth,  of  eoun^  hftughtr,  and  of  limb 

Heroic  built,  though  of  terreBtria,!  mould ; 

Foe  not  informidiible  ;  exempt  from  wound, 

I  not ;  BO  mucti  hftth  Hell  deoased,  and  pain 

Enfeebled  me.  to  what  I  waa  in  Heaven. 

She  fair,  divinely  fair,  fit  love  for  goda ; 

Not  tenibiB,  though  terror  be  in  love 

And  beauty,  not  approached  br  stronger  hate. 

Hate  stronger,  under  show  of  love  well  feigned, 

The  way  which  to  her  ruin  now  I  tend." 

60  spake  the  enemy  of  mankind  enclosed 
In  serpent,  inmate  bad !  and  toward  Eve 
Addressed  his  way,  not  with  indented  ware. 
Prone  on  the  groulid,  as  since,  but  on  bia  rear. 
Circular  base  of  ridng  folds  that  towered 
Fold  above  fold,  a  surgii^  maze,  hia  head 
Crested  aloft,  and  oarbunde  his  eyes; 
With  bumiahed  neck  of  verdant  goli^  erect 
Amidst  bis  Circiii^  spirua,  that  on  the  graaa 
Floated  redundant ;  pleasing  was  his  shape. 
And  lovely;  never  since  of  serpent  kind 
Lovelier,  not  those  that  in  Dlyria  changed 
Hennione'  and  Cadmus,  or  the  god 
la  Epidaurus' ;  nor  to  which  trantformed 
Ammonian  Jove,'  or  Capitoline,  waa  seen ; 
He  with  Oljmpias!  this  with  her  who  bore 
Scipio  the  height  of  Rome.     With  tract  oblique 
At  first,  as  one  who  sot^ht  access,  but  feared 
To  interrupt,  tddelons  he  works  his  way, 
As  when  a  ship  by  skilful  steersman  wrought 
Nigh  rirer's  mouUi  or  foreland,  where  the  wind 
Yeers  oft,  aa  oft  bo  steers,  and  shiftH  her  sail : 
So  varied  he,  and  of  his  tortuous  train 

'  Or  HBrmomR,  Uie  vife  of  Cadnina. 

s  ^Bcnlapiua,  who  la  to  hsva  taken  tlo  form  of  a  BCTpent  wlien  he 
■ppemred  at  Rome  during  H  peatiloncH. 

'  Jtipiter  Ammon  and  Jupiter  Capitolinns,  the  ono  the  Lybiftn 
Japit«r.  llie  other  the  Boutin,  milled  ''  Cspitolins,"  from  the  Cspilol, 
hie  temple  «t  Home-  "  H&  ivith  OljmpiBB,"  the  Ant  th«  pretesded 
e  Greiit,  eoDvening  with  hie  mother  Oljmpus 


in  the  form  of 

aaerpent;  "  this  with  her  who  bore  Scipio  the  height 

of  Roms,"  the : 

latter  &bled  in  like  manner  to  baye  been  the  father  ot 

Bcipio  Africun 

«.  wbo  riised  hia  oonnUT  and  himaelf  to  the  highest 

pilohofgloij.. 

-Jfwton. 
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Curled  man;  a  wanton  wreath  in  ^gbt  of  Eve, 
To  lure  her  eje ;  she  busied  hoard  the  sound 
Of  rustling  leaver,  but.n)iad«d  not,  as  used 
To  such  disport  before  her  Ihiough  the  fields 
From  eveiy  beast,  more  duteous  at  her  call 
Than  at  Circean  call'  the  herd  disguised. 
He,  bolder  now,  uncalled  before  her  stood. 
But  as  in  gaze  admiring ;  oft  be  bowed 
His  turret  crest,  ajid  sleek  enanielled  neck, 
Fawning,  and  licked  the  ground  whereon  she  trod. 
His  gentle  dumb  cxpressioa  turned  at  length 
The  eye  of  Eve  to  mark  his  play ;  he,  glad 
Of  her  attention  gained,  witli  serpent  tongua 
Organic,  or  impulse  of  Toeal  air, 
His  fraudulent  temptation  tkus  be^n : 

"  Wonder  not,  soTran  mistress,  if  perhaps 
Thou  canst,  who  art  sole  wonder;  much  less  arm 
Thy  looks,  the  heaven  of  mildness,  with  disdain, 
Displeased  that  I  approach  thee  thus,  and  gaze 
lasBtiate,  I  thus  single,  aor  have  feared 
Thy  awfijl  brow,  more  awful  thua  retired. 
Pairest  resemblance  of  thy  Maker  fair, 
Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  aU  things  thine 
By  gift,  and  tiiy  celestial  beauW  adore 
Wit^  ravishment  beheld,  there  oest  beheld 
Where  universally  adiaired ;  but  here 
In  this  enclosure  wild,  these  beasts  among. 
Beholders  rude,  a«d  shallow  to  discern 
Hslf  what  in  Ihee  ia  fair,  one  man  except, 
"Who  sees  thee  ?  (and  what  is  one  ?)  who  ^ouldst  be  seen 
A  goddess  among  gods,  adored  and  served 
Sy  angels  numberless,  thy  dail^  train." 

So^ozed  the  tempter,  and  his  proem  tuned ; 
Into  Uie  heart  of  Eve  his  words  made  way, 
Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling ;  at  length, 
Not  ooamazed,  she  thus  in  answer  spake : 

"What  may  this  mean?  language  of  man  pronouwed 
By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  sense  expressed  I 
The  first,  at  least,  of  these  I  thought  demed 
To  beasts,  whom  God  on  (heir  creatioa-daj 
Created  mute  to  all  articulate  sound; 
I  An  beuta  of  the  field  Tued  to  pUj  and  aport  before  her,  mora 
obedient  t<x  Iter  voice,  Oum  men  lamed  into  beula  by  the  bmou 
jBchuitTeBs  Cinw,  Mere  at  her  baok.    Ovid  Hetun.  liv.  46. 
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The  Utter  I  demur,  for  in  their  looks 
Mach  reason,  and  in  theii  actiona  o^  uipeaiB. 
Thee,  serpent,  enbtlest  beast  of  all  tlie  field 
I  knew,  bnt  not  with  human  Toice  endued ; 
Bedouble  then  this  miracle,  and  say, 
How  oam'st  than  epeakaible  of  mute,  and  how 
To  me  so  Mendly  grown  above  the  rest 
Of  brutal  kind,  that  daO^  are  in  sight: 
Say,  for  suoh  wonder  claims  attentioa  due." 

To  whom  the  guileful  tempter  thus  repUed: 
"  Empress  of  this  fair  world,  resplendent  Eve, 
Eas;  to  me  it  is  to  tell  thee  all 

What  thon  command'st,  and  right  thou  ehouldst  be  obeyed 
I  was  at  first  ub  other  beasts  ttiat  graze 
The  trodden  herb,  of  abject  thoughts  and  low. 
As  was  mj  food ;  nor  aught  hut  food  discerned 
Or  sex,  and  apprehended  nothing  high : 
Till  on  a  day,  roving  the  field,  I  chanced 
A  goodly  tree  fiir  distant  to  behold 
LcMiden  with  &nit  of  fairest  colours  mixed. 
Ruddy  and  gold ;  I  nearer  drew  to  gsM ; 
When  from  the  boi^hs  a  savoury  odour  blown, 
OrateM  t«  appetite,  more  pleased  my  sense 
Than  smell  of  sweetest  fennel,  or  the  teats 
Of  ewe  or  goat'  dropping  with  milk  at  even, 
TJnsucked  of  Iamb  or  kid.  that  tend  their  play 
To  satisfy  the  sharp  desire  I  had 
Of  tasting  those  fair  apples,  I  resolved 
Not  to  defer ;  hunger  and  thirst  at  once. 
Powerful  persuaders,  quickened  at  the  scent 
Of  that  alluring  fniit,  ui^d  me  so  keen. 
About  the  moBsy  trunk  I  wound  me  soon. 
For  high  from  ground  the  branches  would  require 
Thy  utmost  reach  or  Adam's :  round  the  tree 
All  other  beasts  that  saw,  with  like  desire 
Longing  and  envying  stood,  but  could  not  reach 
Amid  the  tree  now  got,  where  plenty  hung 
Templing  so  nigh,  to  pluck  and  eat  my  fill 
I  spared  not;  for  such  pleasure,  till  that  honr. 
At  feed  or  fountain  never  had  I  found. 
Sated  at  length,  ere  long  I  might  perceive 


Strange  alteration  in  me,  to  degree 

Of  Teason  in  my  inward  powers,  and  speech 

Wanted  not  long,  dtou^h  to  this  shape  retained. 

Ihenoeforth  to  speculations  high  or  deep 

I  tcimed  m;  thoughts,  and  witb  capocioua  mind 

Considered  all  things  visible  in  Heaven, 

Or  earth,  or  middle,  all  things  fair  and  good ; 

But  all  that  fair  and  good  in  thy  divine 

Semblance,  and  in  thy  beauty's  heavenly  ray, 

United  I  beheld ;  no  fair  to  ffiine 

Equivalent  or  secoad,  which  compelled 

Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come 

And  gaze,  and  worship  thee  of  right  declared 

Sovran  of  creatures,  universal  dame." 

So  talked  the  spirited  sly  snake ;  and  Eve, 
Tet  more  amazed,  unwary  thus  replied : 

"  Serpent,  thy  overpraising  leaves  in  doubt 
The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  first  proved ; 
But  say,  where  grows  the  tree,  from  hence  how  far? 
For  many  are  the  trees  of  God  that  grow 
In  Paradise,  and  various,  yet  unknown 
To  us,  in  such  abundance  lies  our  choice, 
As  leaves  a  greater  store  of  fruit  untouched. 
Still  hanging  incorruptible,  till  men 
Grow  up  to  their  provision,  and  more  hands 
Help  to  disburden  nature  of  her  birth." 

To  whom  the  wily  adder,  blithe  and  glad : 
"  Empress,  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  long ; 
Beyond  a  row  of  myrtles,  on  a  flat, 
Fast  by  a  fountain,  one  small  thicket  past 
Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm :  if  thou  accept 
My  conduct,  I  can  bring  thee  thilher  soon." 

"  Lead  then,"  said  Eve.    He,  leadii^,  swiftly  ro'led 
In  tangles,  and  made  intricate  seem  straight. 
To  mischief  swift.     Hope  elevates,  and  joy 
Brightens  his  crest ;  as  when  a  wandering  fire, 
Compact  of  unctuous  vapour,  which  the  night 
Condenses,  and  the  cold  environs  round, 
Kindled  through  agitation  to  a  flame. 
Which  oft,  they  say,  some  evil  spirit  attends. 
Hovering  and  Mazing  with  delusive  hght. 
Misleads  the  amazed  night-wanderer  from  his  way 
To  bogs  and  mires,  and  oft  Ihroi^h  pond  or  pool ; 
There  swallowed  up  and  lost,  from  succour  far. 

V  ".OOgIc 
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So  ((liitered  the  dire  snake,  and  into  fraud' 

Led  Eve  our  credulous  mooter,  to  tbe  ttee 

Of  prohibition,*  loot  of  all  our  woe ; 

WMch  when  she  m,w,  thus  to  her  guide  she  ^ake : 
"  Serpent,  we  might  have  spared  our  eoming  failihei. 

Fruitless  to  me,  tbou^  fruit  be  here  to  exoeas. 

The  credit  of  whose  virtue  rest  witJi  thee, 

Wondrous  indeed,  if  oaaee  of  auch  efifecia. 

But  of  this  tree  we  maj  not  taste  nor  touch- ; 

God  BO  commanded,  and  left  tliat  command 

Sole  daughter  of  his  voice ; '  the  rest,  we  Uve 

Law  to  ourselves ;  our  reason  is  our  law." 
To  whom  the  tempter  guilefully  replied : 

"  Indeed !  hath  God  then  said  that  of  the  finiit 

Of  all  these  garden  trees  ye  shall  not  eat. 

Yet  lords  declared  of  all  in  earth  or  air?" 

To  whoru  thus  EvB,  yet  sinless ;  "  Of  the  fruit 

Of  each  tree  in  (he  ganlen  we  may  eat, 

But  of  the  fruit  of  this  &Jr  tree  amidst 

The  garden,  God  hath  said, '  Ye  shall  not  eat 

Thereof,  nor  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  je  die.'" 

She  scarce  had  said,  though  brie^  when  now  more  bcJi 
The  tempter,  hut  with  show  of  zeal  and  love 
To  man,  and  ind^ation  at  his  wrong, 
New  part  puts  on ;  and,  as  to  passion  moved, 
Fluctuates  disturbed,  yet  comely  and  in  act 
liaised,  as  of  some  great  matter  to  begin. 
As  when  of  old  some  orator  renowned 
In  Athens  or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence 
Floiuished,  sLDce  mute,  to  some  great  cauM  addressed. 
Stood  in  himself  collected,  while  each  part, 
Motion,  each  act,  won  audience  ere  the  tongue. 


Of  preface  brooking  through  his  zeal  ol 

So  standing,  moving,  or  to  height  up^rown. 

The  tempter,  all  impasdoned,  thus  began : 

"  0  sacred,  wise,  and  wisdom-^ving  plant. 
Mother  of  science !  now  I  feel  thy  power 
Within  me  clear,  not  only  to  discern 
Things  in  their  causes,  but  to  trace  the  ways 
Of  highest  agents,  deemed  however  wise. 
'  Harm,  damige.  '  An  Hebraism  for  "  Uie  fbrbidden  tree." 

*  Also  an  Hebrew  tipmskin,  Iba  lialh  lBil,ngaifjbigaiijiajetetiiHi» 
foioe,  anpposed  (o  prooeed  trota  Heitraa. 


Queen  of  this  omTerM,  do  not  boHero 

Those  rigid  threats  of  death.    Ye  B^inll  not  die ! 

Howehouldye?    Bythefruit?    It  gives  you  lifo 

To  knowledge.    By  the  threitener  ?    Look  on  me. 

Me  who  have  touched  and  tasted,  yet  both  lire, 

And  life  more  perfect  have  attained  than  fata 

Meant  me,  by  venturing  higher  than  my  lot. 

Shall  that  be  shut  to  man,  which  to  the  beast 

Is  open?  or  will  God  incense  hia  ire 

For  such  a  petty  tre^ass?  and  not  praise 

Rather  your  dauntless  virtue,  whom  the  pain 

Of  death  denounced,  whatever  thing  death  be. 

Deterred  not  &om  achieving  what  might  lead 

To  happier  life,  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ; 

Of  good,  how  just?  of  evil,  if  what  is  evil 

Be  real,  why  not  known,  since  easier  ehunned  ? 

God  therefore  cannot  hurt  ye,  and  be  just; 

Not  just,  not  God;  not  feared  then,  nor  obeyed  i 

Tour  fear  itself  of  death  removes  the  fear. 

Why  then  was  this  forbid  ?    Why,  but  to  awe  ? 

Why,  but  to  keep  ye  low  and  ignorant, 

Hia  worshippers  ?     He  faiows  that  in  the  day 

Ye  eat  thereof,  your  eyes,  that  seem  so  clear 

Yet  are  but  dim,  shall  perfectly  be  then 

Opened  and  cleared,  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods. 

Knowing  both  good  and  evil  as  they  know. 

That  ye  shall  be  as  gode,  ainoe  I  as  man, 

Internal  man.  is  but  proportion  meet: 

I  of  brute  human,  ye  of  human  gods. 

So  ye  Ehall  die,  pethaps,  bv  putting  off 

Hum&n,  to  put  on  gods ;  death  to  be  wished. 

Though  threatened,  which  no  worse  than  this  caa  bring 

And  what  are  ^ods  that  man  may  not  become 

As  they,  participating  godlike  food? 


I  question  it ;  for  this  fair  earth  I  see, 
Warmed  by  the  sun,  producing  eveir  kind. 
Them  nothing :  if  they  all  things,  who  enclosed 
Knowledge  of  good  and  evil  in  this  tree, 
That  whoso  eats  thereof  forthwith  attains 
Wisdom  without  their  leave  ?  and  wherein  lies 
The  offence,  that  man  should  thus  attain  to  know? 
What  can  yont  knowledge  hurt  him,  c*  this  tree 


^  ioogic 
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Im^ftrt  against  his  will,  if  all  be  his  ? 

Or  IB  it  envy  ?  tuid  can  envy  dwell 

In  heavenly  breasts?    These,  these  and  many  more 

Cwises  import  yoQT  need  of  this  fair  fruit, 

Qoddess  humane :  reach  then,  and  freely  taste." 

He  ended ;  and  hia  words,  replete  with  guUe, 
Into  her  heart  too  easj  entrance  won : 
Fixed  on  the  fr^t  ahe  eazed,  which  to  hehold 
Might  tempt  alone,  and  in  her  ears  the  eouDd 
Yet  nu^  of  hia  perauasiye  worda  impregned 
With  reaaon,  to  her  seeming,  and  with  truth ; 
Meanwhile  the  hour  of  noon  dicw  on,  and  waked 
An  eager  appetite,  raised  by  the  amell 
So  savoury  of  that  fiiiit,  which  with  desire, 
Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch  or  taste. 
Solicited  her  longing  eye ;  yet  first 
Pausing  a  while,  titua  to  herself  ahe  mnaed: 

"  Great  are  thy  virtues,  doubtless,  best  of  firuts. 
Though  kept  from  man,  and  worthy  to  be  admired. 
Whose  taste,  too  long  forborne,  at  first  assay 
Gave  elocution  to  the  mute,  and  taught 
The  toiupie  not  made  for  apeech  to  apeak  thy  praisQ  * 
Thy  prajae  He  also  who  forbids  Iby  use, 
Conceals  not  from  ua,  uajuing  thee  the  tree 
Of  knowledge,  knowledge  botii  of  good  and  evil , 
Forbids  us  tben  to  taste,  but  hia  forbidding 
Commends  thee  more,  wliile  it  infers  the  good 
By  thee  communicated,  and  our  want : 
For  good  unknown  sure  is  not  had ;  or,  had 
And  yet  unknown,  ia  as  nothad  at  all- 
in  plain,  then,  what  forbids  He  but  to  know, 
Foroids  us  good,  forbida  us  to  be  wise  ? 
Such  prohibitions  bind  not.     But  if  death 
Bind  us  with  after-bands,  what  profits  then 
Out  inward  freedom  ?    In  the  day  we  eat 
Of  this  fair  fruit,  our  doom  is,  we  shall  die. 
How  dies  the  serpent  ?  he  hath  eaten  and  lives. 
And  knows,  and  speaks,  and  reasons,  and  discerns. 
Irrational  till  then.     For  us  alone 
Was  death  invented  ?  or  to  us  denied 
This  intellectual  food,  for  beasts  reserved  ? 
For  beaats,  it  seems ;  yet  that  one  beast  which  first 
Hath  tasted,  envies  not,  but  brings  witikjoy 
Tba  good  befallen  him,  autlkoi  unauspect,    . 
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i  nendly  to  man,  far  from  deceit  or  guile. 

What  fear  I,  then  ?  rather,  nhat  know  to  fear 

Under  tMs  ignorance  of  good  and  evil. 

Of  God  or  death,  of  law  or  penaltj  ? 

Here  growfl  the  cure  of  all,  this  fruit  dinne. 

Fair  to  the  eje,  iuyiting  to  the  taste. 

Of  virtue  to  make  wise  :  what  hindeiB  Iben 

To  reach,  and  feed  at  once  both  body  and  mind?" 

So  Baying,  her  rash  hand  in  evil  hour 
Forth  reaching  to  the  fruit,  she  plucked,  aha  ate : 
Earth  felt  the  wound,  and  nature  from  her  seat. 
Sighing  through  all  her  worka,  gaxe  signa  of  woe. 
That  all  wad  lost    Back  to  the  thicket  alunk 
The  guilty  serpent ;  and  weU  might ;  for  Eve, 
Int£nt  now  wholly  on  her  taste,  nought  else 
Begarded ;  such  delight  till  then,  as  seemed. 
In  Iruit  she  never  tasted,  whether  true 
Or  fancied  so,  through  ex.pectation  high 
Of  knowledge ;  nor  was  godhead  from  her  bought 
Greedily  she  engorged  without  restraint, 
And  knew  not  eating  death ;  satiate  at  length. 
And  heightened  as  with  wine,  jocund  and  boon, 
Thus  to  neraelf  she  pleasingly  began : 

"  O  sovran,  virtnous,  precious  of  all  trees 
In  Paradise !  of  operation  blest 
To  sapience,  hitherto  obscured,  infamed. 
And  tbv  fair  fruit  let  hang,  as  tA  no  end 
Created ;  but  henceforth  my  early  care, 
Not  without  eong,  each  morning,  and  due  praise^ 
Shall  tend  thee,  and  the  fertile  harden  ease 
Of  thv  full  branches  offered  fr«e  to  all; 
Till,  dieted  by  thee,  I  grow  mature 
In  knowledge,  as  the  gods  who  all  things  know ; 
Tbongh  others  envy  what  th^  cannot  give ; 
For  had  the  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here 
Thus  grown.    Eiperienee,  next  to  thee  I  owe, 
Best  guide ;  not  following  thee,  I  had  remained 
In  ignorance;  thou  open'st  wisdom's  way, 
And  giv'st  access,  though  secret  she  retire. 
And  I  perhaps  am  secret ;  Heaven  is  high, 
High,  and  remote  to  see  from  thence  distinct 
Each  thing  on  earth  ;  and  other  care  perhaps 
May  have  diverted  from  continual  watch 
Our  great  Forbidder,  safe  with  all  his  spies 
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About  him.    But  to  Adam  in  what  sort 
Shall  I  appear?  shall  I  to  him  make  known 
As  yet  my  change,  and  give  him  to  partake 
FuU  happiness  with  me,  or  rather  not. 
But  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  in  my  power 
Without  CO  partner?  so  to  add  what  wants 
In  female  ses,  the  more  to  draw  his  love, 
Aad  render  me  more  equal,  and,  peitutps, 
A  thing  not  undeairahle,  sometime 
Superior;  for  infwior  who  is  tree  ? 
This  may  be  well ;  but  what  if  Qod  have  seen. 
And  death  ensue  ?  then  I  ehaJl  be  no  mioe, 
And  Adam,  wedded  to  another  Eve, 
Shall  live  with  her  enjoying,  I  eitinct: 
A  death  to  think  I    Confirmed  then  I  resolve, 
Adam  shall  share  with  me  in  bhss  or  woe : 
So  dear  I  love  him,  that  with  him  all  deaths 
I  could  endure,  without  him  live  no  life." 

So  saying,  from  the  trae  her  step  she  turned. 
But  first  low  reverence  done,  as  to  the  power 
That  dwelt  within,  whose  presence  had  infiiaed 
Into  the  plant  sciential  sap,  derived 
From  nectar,  drink  of  gods-    Adam  the  while, 
Waiting  desirous  her  letum,  had  wove 
Of  choicest  flowers  a  garland  to  adorn 
Her  tresaes,  and  her  rural  labours  crown, 
As  reapers  oft  we  wont  their  harvest  queen. 
Great  joy  he  promised  to  his  thongfals,  and  new 
Solace  in  her  ntum,  so  loi^  delayed ; 
Yet  oft  his  heart,  divine '  of  something  Ol, 
Mi^ve  him ;  he  the  faltering  measure  ftilt; 
Ana  forth  to  meet  her  went,  tie  way  sl»e  took 
That  mom  when  £ret  they  parted ;  by  &e  tree 
Of  knowledge  he  must  pass,  there  he  her  met, 
Scarce  &om  the  tree  returning ;  in  her  hand 
A  bough  of  fairest  fruit,  that  downy  smDed, 
New  galhered,  and  ambrosial  smell  diffused. 
To  him  she  hasted ;  in  her  face  excuse 
Came  prologue,  and  apol(^  too  prompt. 
Which  with  bland  words  at  wiU  she  thus  addressed  * 

"  East  thou  not  wondered,  Adam,  at  my  stay  ? 
Thee  I  have  missed,  and  thought  it  long,  deprived 
Thy  presence;  agony  of  love  till  now 
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Not  felt,  Bor  shall  be  twice ;  for  nerer  more 

Mean  I  to  try,  what  reah  untried  I  sought. 

The  pain  of  absence  Irom  th;  sight    But  atranje 

Hath  been  the  oeiise,  and  wonderful  to  hear : 

This  tree  is  uot,  as  we  are  told,  a  tree 

Of  danger  tasted,  nor  to  evil  unknown 

Opening  the  way,  but  of  divine  eSfect 

To  open  eyes,  and  make  them  gods  who  taste ; 

And  hath  oeen  tasted  such :  the  serpent  wise, 

Or  not  leetrained  as  we,  or  not  obeying, 

Hath  eaten  of  the  fruit,  and  is  become, 

Not  dead,  as  we  ate  threatened,  but  thenceforth 

Endued  with  human  voioe  and  human  sense, 

Beasoning  to  admiration ;  and  with  ma 

Persuasively  hath  so  prevailed,  that  I 

Have  also  tasted,  and  have  also  found 

The  effects  to  correspond ;  opener  mine  eyes, 

Dim  erst,  dilated  spirits,  ampler  heart. 

And  growing  up  to  godhead,  which  for  thee 

Chieffy  I  sought,  without  thee  can  despise. 

For  bnss,  as  thou  hast  part,  to  me  is  bliss ; 

Tedious,  unshared  with  thee,  and  odious  soon. 

Thou  therefore  also  taste,  that  equal  lot 

May  join  us,  equal  joy  as  equal  love; 

Iiest,  thou  not  tasting,  different  degree 

Disjoin  us,  and  I  then,  too  late,  renounce 

Deity  for  thee,  when  fate  will  not  permit" 

Thns  Eve,  with  countenance  blithe,  her  story  told ; 
But  in  her  cheek  distemper  flushing  glowed. 
On  the  other  side,  Adam,  soon  as  he  heard 
The  fatal  trespass  done  by  Eve,  amazed, 
Astonied  stood  and  blank,  while  horror  chill 
Ban  through  his  veins,  and  all  his  joints  relaxed ; 
From  bis  slack  band  the  garland  wi«athed  for  Eve 
Down  dropped,  and  all  the  faded  roses  shed. 
Speechless  he  stood  and  pale,  till  thns  at  leugtb 
First  to  himself  he  inward  silence  broke ; 

"  O  fairest  of  creation,  last  and  best 
Of  all  Ood's  works,  creature  in  whom  exoellsd 
Whatever  can  to  sight  or  thought  be  formed, 
Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  sweet. 
How  art  thou  lost !  how  on  a  sudden  lost, 
Defaced,  defiowered,  and  now  to  death  devote  I 
Batlier,  how  hast  thou  yielded  to  tnnsgiesa 
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The  strict  forbiddance,  how  to  Tiolate 

The  SBcred  fruit  forbidden  !     Some  cursed  fraud 

Of  enemy  hath  beguiled  thse,  yet  unknown, 

And  me  with  thee  nath  ruineil,  for  with  tbee 

Certain  my  resolution  ta  to  die ; 

How  can  I  live  without  thee  ?  how  forego 

Thy  sweet  oonTirae  and  love  so  dearlv  joined, 

To  live  again  in  these  wild  woods  forlorn  ? 

Should  Ood  create  another  Eve,  and  I 

Another  rib  afford,  yet  loss  of  thee 

Would  never  from  my  heart ;  no,  no !  I  feel 

The  link  of  nature  draw  me ;  flesh  of  flesh. 

Bone  of  my  bone  thou  art,  and  from  thy  state 

Mine  nerer  shall  be  parted,  bliss  or  woe.' 

So  having  said,  as  one  from  ead  dismay 
Becomforted,  and  after  thoughts  disturbed 
Euhmitting  to  what  seemed  remediless, 
Htus  in  i^slm  mood  his  words  to  Eve  he  turned : 

"  Bold  deed  thou  hast  presumed,  adventutons  En, 
And  peril  great  provoked,  who  thus  hast  dared, 
Had  It  been  oaij  coveting  to  eye 
That  sacred  fr^ut,  sacred  to  abstinence ; 
Much  more  to  taste  it  under  ban  to  touch. 
But  past  who  can  recall,  or  done  undo  ? 
Not  God  omnipotent,  nor  fate ;  yet  so 
Perhaps  thou  shalt  not  die,  perhaps  the  fact 
Ts  not  so  heinous  now,  foretasted  fruit, 
Profaned  first  b;  the  serpent,  by  him  first 
Made  common  and  unhallowed  ere  our  taste ; 
Nor  yet  on  him  found  deadly ;  he  yet  lives ; 
Lives,  Eis  thou  saidst,  and  gains  to  live,  as  man, 
Higher  decree  of  life ;  inducement  strong 
To  us,  as  likely  tasting  to  attain 
Proportional  ascent,  which  cannot  be 
But  to  be  gods,  or  angels,  demi-gods. 
Nor  can  I  think  that  God,  Creator  wise. 
Though  threatening,  will  in  earnest  so  deetroy 
Us  his  prime  creatures,  dipiifled  so  high. 
Set  over  all  his  works,  which  in  our  faU, 
For  us  created,  needs  with  us  must  fail, 
Dependent  made ;  so  God  shall  uncreate, 
Be  frustra  te,  do,  undo,  and  labour  lose : 
Not  well  conceived  of  God,  who,  though  hit  power 
Creation  could  repeal^  yet  would  be  loOi 
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Va  to  abolisb,  lest  the  adversaiy 

Triumph  and  say, '  Fickle  their  state  whom  God 

Moat  iaTOura;  who  can  please  him  long?     Me  first 

He  rained,  now  mEmMnd ;  whom  will  he  nest?' 

Matter  of  scom.  not  to  be  given  the  foe. 

However,  I  with  thee  have  fixed  mv  lot, 

Cettaia  to  undergo  like  doom ;  if  death 

Consort  with  thee,  death  is  to  ms  as  life ; 

So  forcible  within  mj  heart  I  feel 

The  bond  of  nature  draw  me  to  my  own, 

My  own  in  thee,  for  what  thou  art  is  mine; 

Our  st&te  cannot  be  severed ;  we  are  one, 

One  flesh ;  to  lose  thee  were  to  lose  mvselll* 

So  Adam,  and  thus  Eve  to  him  replied : 
"  O  glorious  trial  of  exceeding  love, 
Iliuatrious  evidence,  example  high ! 
Engaging  me  to  emulate ;  but,  short 
Of  thy  perfection,  how  shall  I  attain, 
Adam,  from  whose  dear  side  I  boast  me  sprung? 
And  gladly  of  our  union  hear  thee  speak. 
One  £e«ii;  one  soul  in  both ;  whereof  good  procf 
Thia  day  afiords,  declaring  thee  resolved. 
Bather  than  death,  or  aught  than  death  more  dread, 
Shall  separata  us,  linked  in  love  so  dear. 
To  undergo  with  me  one  guilt,  one  crime, 
If  any  be,  of  tasting  this  fait  fruit. 
Whose  virtue  (for  of  good  stiU  good  proceeda, 
Direct,  or  by  occasion)  hath  presented 
This  happy  trial  of  thy  love,  which  else 
So  eminently  never  had  been  known. 
Were  it  I  thought  death  menaced  would  ensue 
This  my  attempt,  I  would  sustain  alone 
The  worst,  and  not  persuade  thee ;  rather  die 
Deserted,  than  oblige  thee  with  a  "    ' 


8a  faithful  love  onequaUed:  but  I  feet 
Far  otherwise  the  event;  not  death,  but  life 
Augmented,  opened  eyes,  new  hopes,  new  joys. 
Taste  BO  divine,  that  what  of  sweet  before 
Hath  touched  my  sense,  flat  seems  to  this  andhargh. 
On  my  experience,  Adam,  freely  taste. 
And  fear  of  death  deliver  to  the  winds  " 
Bo  saying,  she  embraced  him,  and  for  joy 
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Tenderly  wept;  much  won,  that  be  Ms  love 

Had  90  ennobled,  as  of  choice  to  incur 

DiTine  displeasure  for  her  sake,  or  death. 

In  racompenae  (for  such  compliance  bad 

Such  recompense  beat  merits)  from  the  bough 

She  gave  Mm  of  that  fair  enticing  frmt 

With  liberal  hand;  he  scrupled  not  to  eat, 

Aj^ainst  his  beltflr  knowledge ;  not  deceived, 

But  fondly  overcome  with  female  charm. 

Earth  trembled  from  her  entrails,  as  again 

In  pangs,  and  nature  gave  a  second  groan ; 

Sky  loured;  and,  muttering  thunder,  some  sad  drops 

Wept  at  completing  of  the  mortal  sin 

Or^^al ;  while  Adam  took  no  thought. 

Eating  hia  fill,  nor  Eve  to  iterate 

Her  former  tareapass  feared,  the  more  to  soothe 

Hi"!  with  her  loved  society^  that  now, 

As  with  new  wine  intoxicated  both, 

Thej  swim  in  mirth,  and  fancy  that  they  feel  - 

Divinity  within  them  breeding  wiuga 

Wherewith  to  scorn  the  earth  ;  but  that  false  fi-oit 

Far  other  operation  first  displayed. 

Carnal  desire  inflaming ;  he  on  Eve 

Began  hi  cast  lasciviouB  eyea,  she  him 

Ab  wantonly  repaid ;  in  lust  they  bum : 

Till  Adam  Uius  'gan  Eve  to  daUiance  move: 

"  Eve,  now  I  see  thou  art  exact  of  taste, 
And  elegant,  of  sapience  no  small  part. 
Since  to  each  meaning  savour  we  ap^ly. 
And  palate  call  judicious :  I  the  praise 
Yield  thee,  so  well  thiq  day  thou  haat  purveyed. 
Much  pleasure  we  have  lost,  while  we  abstained 
From  Utia  delighfiil  fruit,  nor  known  till  now 
True  relish,  tasting ;  if  such  pleasure  be 
In  things  to  us  forbidden,  it  might  be  wished 
For  this  one  tree  had  been  forbidden  ten. 
But  come,  BO  well  refreshed,  now  let  us  play. 
As  meet  is,  after  such  delicioua  fare ; 
For  never  did  thy  beauty,  since  the  day 
I  saw  thee  first  and  wedded  ihee,  adorned 
With  all  perfections,  so  inflame  my  sense 
With  ardour  to  enjoy  thee,  fairer  now 
Than  ever,  bounty  of  this  virtuoua  tree." 

80  said  he,  and  forbore  not  glance  or  toj 
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Of  amorooB  intent,  well  nnderelood 

Of  Ets,  whose  eye  darted  contagious  fire. 

Her  hand  he  seized,  and  to  a  sbaAj  bank. 

Thick  over-head  with  Terdant  roof  embowered. 

He  led  her  nothing  loth ;  flowers  were  the  couch, 

Fandes,  and  violets,  aad  asphodel, 

And  hjacinth,  earth's  freshest,  softest  lap. 

There  they  their  fill  of  love  and  love's  disport 

Took  largely,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  seal. 

The  aolace  of  their  sin;  till  dewy  sleep 

Oppressed  them,  wearied  with  their  amorous  play. 

Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fniil. 
That  with  exhilarating  vapour  blaud 
About  their  spirits  had.  plaved,  and  inmoat  powen 
Made  err,  waa  now  exhaled;  and  grosser  deep. 
Bred  of  unkindly  fumes,  with  conscious  drefrnfl 
Encumbered,  now  had  left  them ;  up  they  rose 
As  from  unrest,  and  each  the  other  viewing, 
Soon  found  their  eyes  how  opened,  and  their  minds 
How  darkened ;  innocenoe,  that  as  a  veil 
Had  shadowed  them  from  knowing  ill,  was  gone. 
Just  confidence,  and  native  righteousnesa, 
And  honour  from  about  thsia,  naked  left 
To  guilty  shame ;  he'  covered,  hut  his  robe 
Uncovered  more.     So  rose  the  Danite  strong, 
Herculean  Samson,  from  the  harlot^lap 
Of  philist^an  Dalilah,  and  waked 
Shorn  of  his  strength ;  they  destitute  and  bare 
Of  alt  their  virtue :  silent,  and  in  face 
Confounded,  long  they  eat,  as  strucken  mule ; 
Tin  Adam,  though  not  less  than  Eve  abashed. 
At  length  gave  utterance  to  these  words  constrained : 

"OEvel  in  evil  hour  thou  didst  give  ear 
To  fliat  false  worm,  of  whomsoever  taught 
To  counterfeit  man's  voice,  true  in  our  faU, 
Ealse  in  oar  promised  rising;  (ince  our  eyes 
Opened  we  find  indeed,  and  find  we  know 
Both  good  and  evil ;  good  lost,  and  evil  got: 
Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  be  to  know, 
Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,  of  honour  void, 
Of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  purity, 
Our  wonted  ornaments  now  soiled  and  stained. 
And  in  our  faces  evident  the. signs 
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of  foul  concupiscence ;  whence  ctU  store ; 
Even  shame,  the  last  of  evUs;  of  the  first 
Be  sure  then.     Hov  Bbsll  I  behold  the  ikce 
Henceforth  of  God  or  aneel,  eret  with  joy 
And  rapture  so  o&,  beheld  ?  those  heavenly  shapes 
Will  d^zle  now  this  esrthlj  with  their  blaze 
Insufferably  bright     Oh  I  mig'ht  I  here 
In  solitude  Uve  savage,  in  some  ^ade 
Obscured,  where  hi^est  woods,  impenetrable 
To  Btaf  or  sunlight,  spread  their  umbrage'  broad 
And  brown  as  evening;  cover  me,  ye  pines! 
Te  cedars,  with  innumerahle  boughs 
Hide  me,  where  I  may  never  see  them  moret 
But  let  us  now,  as  in  "bad  plight,  devise 
What  best  may  for  the  present  serve  to  hide 
The  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  seem  most 
To  shame  obnoxious,  and  unseemliest  seen ; 
Some  tree,  whose  broad  smooth  leaves  together  sewed. 
And  girded  od  our  loins,  may  cover  round 
Those  middle  parts,  that  this  new  comer,  shame. 
There  sit  not,  and  reproach  us  as  unclean," 
So  ooonBelled  he,  and  both  together  went 
Into  tiie  thickest  wood;  there  soon  they  chose 
The  ^-tree,  sot  that  kind  for  fruit  renowned. 
But  such  ss  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  or  Deccan  spreads  her  arms 
Branching  so  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  t«^  take  root,  and  dai^hters  grow 
About  the  mother  tree,  a  pillared  shade 
High  oversTched,  and  echoing  walks  between ; 
There  oft  the  Indian  herdsman,  shunning  heat^ 
Shelters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pasturing  herds 
At  loopholes  cut  through  thickest  shade :  those  leaves 
They  gathered,  broad  as  Amazonian  targe, 
And.  with  what  skill  they  had,  together  sewed, 
To  ^ird  their  waist;  vsin  covering,  if  to  hide 
Their  guilt  and  dreaded  shame  1     Oh,  how  unlike 
To  that  flrst  naked  glory !     Such  of  lat« 
Columbus  found  the  American,  so  girt 
With  feathered  cincture,  naked  else  and  wild 
Among  the  trees  on  isles  and  woody  shores. 
Thus  ieuced,  and  aa  they  thought,  their  shame  in  part 
Covered,  but  not  at  rest  or  ease  of  mind. 
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They  sat  them  down  to  weep ;  nor  only  tears 
Balned  at  their  eyes,  but  h^h  winds  worse  withia 
Began  to  rise,  high  passionB,  tmger,  hate, 
Mistrust,  suspicion,  discord;  and  shook  iore 
Their  inward  state  of  mind,  cahn  region  once 
And  Aill  of  peace,  now  tossed  and  turbulent; 
For  understanding  ruled  not,  and  the  will 
Heard  not  her  lore,  both  in  subjection  now 
To  sensual  appetite,  who  from  beneath 
Usurping  over  sovran  reason  claimed 
Superior  away.    From  thus  distempered  breast, 
Adam,  estranged  in  look  and  altered  style. 
Speech  intermitted  thus  to  Eve  renewed  r 

"Would  thouhadst  hearkened  to  my  words,  and  stayed 
With  me,  as  I  besought  thee,  when  that  strange 
Desire  of  wandering,  this  unhappy  mom, 
I  know  not  whence  possessed  Ihee ;  we  had  then 
Bemained  Still  happy,  not  as  now,  despoiled 
Of  all  OUT  good,  shamod,  naked,  miserable. 
Let  none  henceforth  seek  needless  cause  to  approTe 
The  faith  they  owe ;  when  earnestly  they  seek 
Such  proof,  conclude,  they  then  begin  to  fail." 

To  whom,  soon  moved  with  tcuch  of  blame,  thus  Eve ; 
•"  What  words  have  passed  thy  lips?    Adam  severe, 
Imput'st  thou  that  to  my  default,  or  will 
Of  wandering,  as  thou  call'st  it,  which,  who  knows 
But  might  as  ill  have  happened  thou  being  by, 
Or  lo  thyself,  periiaps?     Hadst  thou  been  there, 
Or  here  the  attempt,  thou  couldst  not  have  discerned 
Fraud  in  the  serpent,  speaking  aa  he  spake ; 
No  ground  of  enmity  between  us  known, 
Why  he  should  mean  me  ill,  of  seek  to  harm? 
Was  I  to  have  never  parted  from  thy  side? 
As  good  have  grown  there  still  a  lifeless  rib. 
Being  as  I  am,  why  didst  not  thou,  the  head, 
Command  me  absolutely  not  to  go. 
Going  into  such  danger  as  thou  saidst? 
Too  facile  then,  thou  didst  not  much  gainsay. 
Nay,  didst  permit,  approve,  and  fair  dismiss. 
Hadst  thou  been  firm  and  fixed  in  thy  dissent. 
Neither  had  I  transgressed,  nor  thou  with  me.' 

To  whom,  then  first  incensed,  Adam  replied! 
"  Is  this  the  love,  is  this  the  recompense 
Of  mine  to  thee,  ingrateful  Eve  I  expressed 
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Immutable  when  thou  wert  lost,  not  I, 

Who  might  have  RveA  and  joyed  immortAl  bliss. 

Yet  willingly  chose  rather  ^eath  with  thee  ? 

And  am  I  now  upbraided  as  the  cause 

Of  thy  tranegresBing  ?    Not  enough  severe, 

It  BeemH.  in  thy  restraint:  what  could  I  more? 

I  warned  thee,  I  admonished  thee,  foretold 

The  dai^r,  and  the  lurking  enemy 

Thatlay  in  wait;  beyond  this  had  been  force, 

And  force  upon  free  will  hath  here  no  place. 

But  confidence  then  bore  thee  on,  secure 

Either  to  meet  no  danger,  or  to  £nd 

Matter  of  Klorious  trial;  and  perhaps 

I  also  erred  in  overmuch  admiring 

What  seemed  in  thee  so  perfect,  ibat  I  thought 

No  evil  durst  ettemjit  thee ;  but  I  rue 

That  error  now,  which  is  become  my  crime, 

And  thou  the  accuser.     Thus  it  shall  befall 

Him  who,  to  worth  in  woman  orertrusting, 

Lets  her  will  rule ;  restraint  she  will  not  broob; 

And,  left  to  herself,  if  evil  thence  ensue. 

She  first  his  weak  indulgence  will  accuse." 

Thus  they  in  mutual  accusation  spent 
The  fruitless  hours,  but  neither  self  condemning. 
And  of  tiieir  vain  oontest  appeared  no  end. 
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Mar's  tranBgreasion  known  lie  gnardiMi  angils  toraake  Psrailise, 
and  return  up  to  Heaven  to  approio  their  vigilanue,  and  are  op- 
proved  (joi  dei-lanng  that  tho  entrance  of  faatan  conli  not  by 
them  be  proTented.  He  sends  his  Son  lo  judge  the  tranBgresaois, 
who  descends,  and  givps  sentcni-e  aocordinglj ,  then  in  pitj  ololhea 
Ibem  both,  and  reaeoends.  Sin  and  Death,  sitting  till  then  at  the 
gates  of  Hell,  bv  wondrous  synjpathj  feehng  the  sucoeas  of  Sataa 
in  this  new  world,  and  the  ain  by  man  there  coianutted,  resolve  to 
sit  no  longer  con&ied  in  Hell,  but  to  follow  Satan,  their  size,  unto 
the  place  of  man.  To  make  (he  waj  easier  from  Hell  to  this  worid, 
to  and  fro,  Ihej-  pare  a  broad  highway  or  bridge  oyer  Chaos,  accord, 
ing  to  the  track  that  Sataa  tirst  made  ;  then  preparing  for  earth,  ther 
meat  him,  prond  of  his  snecess,  retnining  to  Hell ;  their  mntuid 
gratnlation.  Satan  arrives  at  Faademoaiiun ;  in  full  oGsembl^r 
relates  with  boasting  his  success  agunst  man ;  instead  of  applansa 
is  treated  with  a  general  hiaa  bj  all  hia  audience,  transformed  wtdi 
bimeelf  also  enddenlj  iolo  serpents,  according  to  his  doom  given  in 
Paradise ;  theD  deluded  with  a  ahow  of  the  forbidden  tree  springing 
up  before  them,  ihoj,  greedilj  reaching  to  take  of  the  fruits,  chew 
dust  and  bitter  ashes.  The  proceedings  of  Sin  and  Death ;  God 
foretells  the  final  victory  of  his  Son  over  them,  and  the  renewing  of 
M  things;  but  for  the  present  commanda  his  angels  Ui  make 
aeveral  alterations  in  the  heavens  and  elements.  Adam  more  and 
mere  perceiving  his  ftllen  condition,  heavily  hewails,  rqjecls  the 

then,  to  evade  the  curae  likely  to  fiill  on  their  offepring,  pi-nnnuM  tn 
Adam  violent  ways,  which  he  approrea  not,  but,  conceivi 
hope,  puts  her  in  mind  of  the  late  promise  made  them. 


SIeanwhile  the  heinous  and  despiteful  act 

Of  Satan  done  in  Paradise,  and  how 

Ho.  in  the  serpent,  had  perverted  Eve, 

Her  htisband  she,  to  taste  the  fatal  fhiit, 

WaB  knoim  in  HeaTen ;  for  what  can  'aottpe  die  ej9 


Of  God  aU-Bceing,  or  deceiTe  his  heart 

OranlEcieat?  who,  in  all  things  wise  and  just, 

Hindered  not  Satan  (o  attempt  the  mind 

Of  man,  with  strength  entire,  and  free-will  armed. 

Complete  to  have  discovered  and  repulsed 

■Whatever  vriles  of  foe  or  seeming  friend. 

Per  still  they  knew,  and  ought  to  have  still  remembered 

The  high  in|UHetion  not  to  taste  that  fruit. 

Whoever  tempted;  which  they  not  obeying, 

Incurred  (what  could  they  less?)  the  penalty, 

And,  manifold  in  sin,  deserved  to  fall. 

Up  into  Heaven  bora  Paradise  in  haste 

The  angelic  guards  ascended,  mute  end  sad 

For  man,  for  of  his  state  by  ^b  they  knew, 

Much  wondering  how  the  subtle  fiend  had  stolen 

Entrance  unseen.     Soon  as  the  unwelcome  news 

From  earth  arrived  at  Heaven^te,  displeased 

All  were  who  beard;  dim  sadness  did  not  spare 

That  time  celestial  visages,  yet,  mised 

With  pity,  violated  not  their  bliss. 

About  the  new-arrived,  in  multitudes 

The  ethereal  people  ran,  to  hear  and  know 

How  all  befell :  they  towards  the  throne  supreme 

Accountable  made  naste  to  make  appear 

With  righteous  plea  their  utmost  vigilance, 

And  easily  approved;  when  the  Most  High, 

Eternal  Father,  from  his  secret  cloud. 

Amidst  in  thunder  uttered  thus  his  voice : 

"  Assembled  angels,  and  ye  powers  returned 
From  nnsuocesaful  charge,  be  not  dismayed 
Nor  troubled  at  these  tidings  from  the  earth. 
Which  your  aincerest  care  could  not  prevent. 
Foretold  so  lately  what  would  come  to  pass. 
When  first  this  templer  crossed  the  gulf  from  Hell 
I  told  ye  then'  he  should  prevail  and  speed 
On  his  bad  errand,  man  should  be  seduced 
And  flattered  out  of  all,  believing  lies 
Against  bis  Maker ;  no  decree  of  mine 
Concurring  to  necessitate  his  fall. 
Or  touch  with  lightest  moment  of  impulse 
His  free  will,  t<i  her  own  inclining  left 
In  even  scale.     But  fallen  he  is.  and  now 
What  reets,  but  that  the  mortal  st 
1  See  iii.  BS— 9S. 


On  his  tran^ression,  death  deaoimced  that  day? 

WMch  he  presumes  already  Tain  and  void, 

Because  not  yet  m&icted,  as  he  feared, 

By  some  immediate  stroke ;  but  soon  Hhall  find 

Forbearance  no  acquittance'  ere  day  end. 

Justice  shall  not  retiirn  as  bountv  scorned. 

But  whom  send  I  to  judge  themV  whom  but  thee, 

Vicegerent  Son  ?  To  thee  I  have  transferred 

All  judgment*  whether  in  Heaven,  or  Earth,  or  Hell 

Easy  it  may  be  seen  that  I  intend 

Mercy  coUeague  with  justice,  sending  thee 

Man's  Mend,  his  Me<£ator,  his  designed 

Both  ransom  and  Redeemer  voluntary, 

And  destined  man  himself  to  judge  man  fdleu." 

So  spake  the  Father,  and  unfolding  bright 
Toward  the  right  hand  his  glory,  on  the  Son 
Blazed  forth  unclouded  Deity ;  he  full 
Resplendent  all  his  Father  manifest 
Expressed,  and  thus  divinely  answered  mild: 

"  Father  eternal,  thine  is  to  decree, 
Mine  both  in  Heaven  and  earth  to  do  thy  will 
Supreme,  that  thou  in  me  thy  Son  beloved 
Mayst  ever  rest  well  pleased.     I  go  to  judge 
On  eartli  these  thy  transgressors ;  but  thou  knoVst, 
Whoever  judged,  the  worst  on  me  must  light, 
"When  time  shall  be,  for  so  I  undertook* 
Before  thee ;  and  not  repenting,  this  obtain 
Of  right,  that  I  may  mitigate  Uieir  doom 
On  me  derived ;  yet  I  ahaJl  temper  so 
Justice  with  mercy,  as  may  illustrate  most 
Them  fully  satisfied,  and  thee  appease. 
Attendance  none  shell  need,  nor  train,  where  none 
Are  to  behold  the  judgment,  but  the  judged, 
Those  two ;  the  thii'd  best  absent  ia  condemned. 
Convict  by  flight,  and  rebel  to  all  law : 
Conviction  to  the  serpent  none  belongs." 

Thus  saying,  from  his  radiant  seat  he  rose 
Of  high  collateral  glory :  him  thrones  and  powers, 

I  CompBretlie  nordgaf  SirThDioBaMore  to  hia  daagliter,  nhencoD- 
gTStDlBUng  bim  onbia  escape:  "  In  faith,  Meg,  vhat  is  put  off  ie  not 
givon  np — qtad  iRffirtvi,  rod  aufirlar." — Gallerj  of  Porlraitfi,  y.  ii.  p.  168. 

'  Jolin,  y.  23,  »See  iii.  236,  aq. 

*  He  nsea  "  rolkteral,"  s»  be  doea  raoat  other  words,  in  a  Benss 
agreeable  to  the  e^pnolog;,  aide  by  side.    The  Son  eat  at  the  right 


Princedoms,  and  dominatiaiis  iniiiistnuit, 

AccompoDied  to  HeaveU'^te,  from  whence 

Sden  and  all  the  coast  in  prospect  lay. 

Down  he  descended  straight ;  the  speed  of  gods 

Time  counts  not,  though  wilh  swiftest  minutes  winged. 

Now  was  the  sun  in  western  cadence  low 

From  noon,  and  gentle  aire,  due  at  their  hour. 

To  fan  the  earth  now  waked,  and  iisher  in 

The  evening  cool,  when  be,  from  wrath  more  cool. 

Came  the  mild  Judge  and  Intercessor  both. 

To  sentence  man ;  die  voice  of  God  they  heard 

Now  walking  in  the  garden,  by  soft  winds 

Brought  to  fiieir  ears,  while  day  declined ;  they  heard. 

And  from  his  presence  hid  themselves  among 

The  thickest  trees,  both  man  and  wife ;  till  God, 

Approaching,  thus  to  Adam  called  aloud : 

"  Where  art  thou,  Adam,  wout  with  Joy  to  meet 
My  coming  seen  far  off?    I  miss  thee  here, 
Not  pleased,  thus  entertained  with  solitude, 
Where  obvious  duty  erewhile  appeared  unsought ; 
Or  come  I  less  conspicuous,  or  what  change 
Absents  (hee,  or  what  chance  detains  ?    Come  forth ! " 

He  came,  and  with  him  Eve,  more  loth,  though  first 
To  ofiend ;  discountenanced  both,  and  discomposed ; 
Love  was  not  in  their  looks,  either  to  God 
Or  to  each  other,  but  apparent  guOt, 
And  shame,  and  perturbation,  and  despair, 
Anger  and  obstinacy,  and  hate  and  guile. 
Whence  Adam,  faltering  long,  thus  answered  brief: 

"  I  heard  thee  in  the  garden,  and  of  thy  voice 
A&aid,  being  nakfed,  bid  myself."    To  whom 
The  gracious  Judge  without  revile  rephed : 

"  My  voice  thou  oft  hast  beard,  and  hast  not  feared. 
But  still  rejoiced ;  how  is  it  now  become 
So  dreadful  to  thee  ?    That  thou  art  naked,  who 
Hath  told  thee  ?    Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree 
Whereof  1  gave  thee  charge  thou  shouldst  not  eat?" 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  sore  beset,  replied- 
"  O  Heaven  ]  in  evil  strait  this  day  I  stand 


"  CoUatend  love  ai 


iJefore  my  Judge,  either  to  undergo 
Myself  the  total  crime,  or  to  accuse 
.  My  other  self,  the  partner  of  my  life ; 
YHioae  fniling,  while  her  faith  to  me  remains^ 
I  should  conceal,  and  not  expose  to  blame 
By  my  complaint ;  but  strict  necessity 
Subdues  me,  and  calamitous  constraint. 
Lest  on  my  head  boHi  sin  and  punishment, 
However  insupportable,  be  all 

Devolved ;  though  should  I  hold  my  peace,  yet  thon 
Wouldst  easily  detect  what  I  conceal. 
This  woman,  whom  thou  mad'st  to  be  my  help, 
And  giv'st  me  as  thy  perfect  gift  so  good. 
So  fit,  so  acceptable,  so  divine, 
That  from  her  hand  I  could  suspect  no  ill. 
And  what  she  did,  whatever  in  itself, 
Her  doing  seemed  to  justify  the  deed : 
She  gave  me  of  tlie  tree,  and  I  did  eat." 

To  whom  the  sovran  Pi-esenoe  thus  replied ; 
"  Was  she  th^  Ood,  that  her  thou  didst  obey 
Before  his  voice  ?  or  was  she  made  thy  guide, 
Si^rior,  or  but  equal,  that  t«  her 
Thou  didst  resign  thy  manhood,  and  the  place 
Wherein  God  set  thee  above  her  made  of  thee. 
And  for  thee,  whose  perfection  far  excelled 
Hera  in  all  real  dignity?    Adorned 
She  was  indeed,  and  lovely  to  attract 
Thy  love,  not  tiy  subjection ;  and  her  gifts 
Were  such  as  under  government  well  seemed; 
Unseemly  to  bear  rule,  which  was  thy  part 
And  person,'  badst  thou  known  thyself  aright" 

So  having  said,  he  thus  to  Eve  in  few ; 
"  Say,  woman,  what  is  this  which  thou  hast  done  ?" 

To  whom  sad  Eve,  with  shame  nigh,  overwhelmed, 
Confessing  soon,  yet  not  before  her  Judge 
Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  abashed  replied: 
"  The  aerpent  me  beguiled,  and  I  did  eat" 

Which  when  the  Loi-d  God  heard,  witJiout  delay 
To  judgment  he  proceeded  on  the  accused 
Serpent,  thoi^h  brute,  unable  to  transfer 
The  guilt  on  him  who  made  him  instrument 
^  A  LAtinifiin,  meaniog  thfl  penona  dramotit,  Iha  part  or  character 
•nstauied.     So  in  bis  History  of  England,  p.  37 :  "  It  it  nere  ta 
liaaont  ta  that  ptnm  whish  he  Bosttuaed." — Bieharimn. 
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Of  ntiBchief,  and  polluted  from  [he  end 
Of  Ms  creation,  justly  ttea  accureed, 
As  vitiated  in  nature :  more  to  know 
Coacerned  not  man  (siDoe  he  no  further  knew},' 
Nor  altered  hia  offence ;  jet  God  at  last 
To  Satan,  first  in  sin,  his  doom  applied, 
Though  in  mysterious  terms,  judged  as  then  best ; 
And  on  the  eerpent  thus  his  curse  let  fall ; 

"  Because  thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art  accursed 
Above  all  cattle,  each  beast  of  the  field ; 
Upon  thy  helly  grovelling  thou  shalt  go, 
And  dust  ehalt  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life. 
Between  thee  and  the  woman  I  will  put 
Enmity,  and  between  thine  and  her  seed ; 
Her  seed  shall  bruise  thy  head,  thou  bruise  his  heel.' 

So  epake  |:hia  oracle,  Uien  verified 
When  Jeaus,  aon  of  Mary,  second  Eve, 
Saw  Satan  fall  like  lightning  down  from  Heaven, 
Prince  of  the  air ;  then  rising  from  his  grave, 
Spoiled  principalitiea  and  powers,  triumphed 
In  open  show,  and  with  ascension  bright 
Captivity  led  captive  (trough  the  air. 
The  realm  itself  of  Satan  long  usurped, 
Whom  he  shall  tread  at  last  under  our  feet ; 
Even  he,  who  now  foretold  his  tktal  bruise ; 
And  to  the  woman  thus  his  sentence  turned ; 

"  Thy  sorrow  I  will  greatly  multiply 
By  thy  conception ;  children  thou  dialt  bring 
In  sorrow  forth ;  and  to  thy  husband's  will 
Thine  shall  submit :  he  over  thee  shall  rule." 

On  Adam  last  thus  judgment  he  pronoimced : 
"  Because  thou  hast  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  thy  wife. 
And  eaten  of  the  tree  concerning  which 
I  charged  thee.  Baying,  '  Thou  shait  not  eat  thereof,' 
Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake :  thou  in  sorrow 
Shalt  eat  thereof  all  llie  days  of  thy  life ; 

1  Thig  is  liidlf  expreeagd.  The  meaning  is,  u  mui  vai  not  U  b 
|«t  into  tha  myatfiir  of  thfl  redemplion  at  thiH  timfi,  it  did  not  ooncen 
him  to  knon  that  the  eerpent  yne  but  the  instrumant  of  tlie  deri] 
When  Milton  wrote  tliig,  I  fancy  hs  hid  it  not,  theo  in  bis  Ihonght 
to  make  MLcluel  reieal  to  Adam,  in  the  last  book,  the  doctrine  o 
redemption ;  or,  it  he  did  intend  it,  he  forgot  that  &  theological  eom 
ment  on  those  wards  in  Oeaeals  woald  ill  agne  with  what  ww  t 
follow.— ICorSBrton. 


LX-SOS—EM.  fjUUDISE    LOST.  S 

Thorns  also,  and  thistles,  it  shall  hrinc  thee  forth 
Unhid;  and  thoushalt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field; 
Id  the  sweat  of  thy  fsce  shalt  thou  eat  bread, 
Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground ;  for  thou 
Out  of  the  ground  wast  taieii,  know  thy  birth, 
For  dust  thou  art,  and  shall  to  dnst  return." 

So  judged  ho  man,  both  Judge  and  Saviour  seat ; 
And  file  instant  stroke  of  death,  denounced  that  day, 
Bemored  far  olF;  then  pitting  how  they  stood 
Before  him  naked  to  the  ur,  that  now 
Must  suffer  ohap^e,  disdained  not  to  begin 
Thenceforth  the  form  of  serraiit  to  a^ume. 
As  when  he  washed  his  serrants'  feet ; '  so  now, 
As  father  of  his  family,  he  clad 
Their  nakedness  with  skme  of  beasts,  or  slain, 
Or  as  the  snake  with  youthful  coat  repaid  ;* 
And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies ; 
Nor  he  their  outward  only  with  the  skins 
Of  beasts ;  hut  inward  n^edness,  much  more 
OpprohriouH,  with  his  robe  of  righteousnesa' 
Arraying,  covered  ftom  his  Father'a  sight 
To  him  with  swift  ascent  he  up  returned, 
Into  his  bhBsfu]  bosom  reaesumed 
In  glory  as  of  old ;  to  him  appeased. 
All,  though  all-knowing,  what  had  passed  with  man 
Becounted.  Tni^ing  intercession  sweet. 

Ueannhile,  ere  thus  was  sinned  and  judged  on  earth 
Within  the  gates  of  Hell  sat  Sin  and  Death, 
In  counterview  within  the  gates,  that  now 
Stood  open  wide,  belching  outnigeous  flame 
Far  into  Chaos,  since  the  Fiend  passed  through. 
Sin  opening ;  who  tfans  now  to  Death  began : 

"  0  son,  why  sit  we  here  each  other  viewing 
Idly,  while  Satan  our  great  author  thrives 
In  other  worlds,  and  happier  seat  provides 
For  ua  his  offspring  dear  ?    It  cannot  be 
But  that  success  attends  him ;  if  mishap. 
Ere  this  he  had  relumed,  with  fury  driven 
By  his  avengers,  since  no  place  like  this 
Can  fit  bis  punishment,  or  their  revenge. 
Methinks  I  feel  new  strei^(th  within  me  rise, 
Wings  growing,  and  dominion  given  me  la^e 
1  John  liii.  '  This  idu  is  nther  pedautid  and  whimiical. 


Beyond  this  deep ;  whatever  draws  me  on. 
Or  sympatfajr,  or  some  connatural  force, . 
Powerful  at  greatest  distance  to  unite 
With  secret  lunii;  things  of  like  kind 
B7  eecret«st  conveyance.    Thou,  mj  shade' 
Inseparable,  must  with  me  along ; 
For  Death  from  Sin  no  power  can  separata. 
But  lest  the  difficulty  of  passing  back 
Stay  his  return  perhaps  over  ttus  gulf 
Impassable,  impervious,  let  us  try 
Adventurous  work,  yet  to  thy  power  and  mine 
Not  unagreeable,  to  found  a  path 
Over  this  main  from  Hell  to  that  new  world 
Where  Satan  now  prevails;  amonument 
Of  merit  high  to  all  the  infernal  host. 
Easing  their  passage  hence,  for  intercourse, 
Or  transmigration,  as  their  lot  shall  lead. 
Nor  can  I  miss  the  way,  so  strongly  drawn 
By  this  new-felt  attraction  and  instinct." 

Whom  thus  the  meagre  shadow  answered  sooa : 
"  Go  whither  fate  and  mclination  strong 
Lead  thee ;  I  shall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err* 
The  way,  ^ou  leading ;  such  a  scent  I  draw 
Of  carnage,  prey  inntimerable,  and  taste 
The  savour  of  death  from  all  ijiings  there  that  live : 
Nor  shall  I  to  the  work  thon  enterprisest 
Be  wantii^,  but  afford  thee  equal  aid." 

Bo  sayii^,  with  delight  he  snuffed  the  amell 
Of  mortal  change  on  earth.    As  when  a  flock 
""        ;noua  fowl,  though  many  a  league  remote, 
it  the  day  of  battle,  to  a  field 
armies  lie  encamped,  come  flying,  lured 
With  scent  of  living  carcasses  designed 
For  death,  the  following  day,  in  bloody  fight; 
So  scented  the  grim  feature,  and  upturned 
His  nostril  wide  into  the  murky  air, 
Sagacious  of  his  quar^  from  so  far. 
Then  both  from  out  Hell-gates  into  the  waste 
Wide  anarchy  of  Chaos,  damp  and  dark, 
Flew  diverse ;  and  with  power  (their  power  was  greal) 
>  So  SiukBpeue,  3  Henry  IT.  net  ii,  ^- 

"  I  am  jDnr  tAnigw,  m;  lord,  I'll  foUov^n." 
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Hovering  upon  the  waters,  what  thej  met 

Solid  or  flimsy,  as  in,  raging  sea 

Tossed  up  ana  down  together,  crowded  drove 

From  each  aide  ehoaling  towards  the  mouth  of  HeU : 

As  when  two  polar  winds,  blowing  adverse 

Upon  the  Cronian  eea,'  together  drive 

Mountains  of  ice,  that  stop  the  imagined  way 

Beyond  Petsora  eastward,  to  the  rich 

Cathaian  coast.    The  aggregated  soil 

Death,  with  his  mace  petriiic,  cold  and  dry, 

As  with  a  trident  emote,  and  fixed  as  firm 

As  Delos  floaUng  once;  the  rest  his  look 

Bound  with  Gorgonian  rigour  not  to  move; 

And  with  asphallic  slime,  broad  as  the  gate, 

Deep  to  the  roots  of  Hell  the  galhered  beach 

They  fastened,  and  the  mole  immense  wrought  on 

Over  the  foaming  deep  high  arched,  a  bridge 

Of  length  prodigious,  joining  to  the  wall 

Zmmoveahle  of  this  now  senseless  world 

Forfeit  to  Death ;  Srom  hence  a  passage  broad, 

Smooth,  easy,  inoffensive,  down  to  Hell. 

So,  if  great  things  to  small  may  be  compared, 

Xerxes,  the  liberty  of  Greece  to  yoke, 

From  Susa,  his  Memnonian  palace  high, 

Came  to  the  sea,  and,  over  Hellespont 

Bridging  his  way,  Europe  with  Asia  joined. 

And  scourged  with  many  a  stroke  the  indignant  waves. 

Now  had  they  brought  the  work  by  wondroas  art 

Pontifical,'  a  ridge  of  peudentrook. 

Over  the  vexed  abyss,  followii^  the  track 

Of  Satan  to  the  seu-same  place  where  he 

First  lighted  irom  his  wing,  and  landed  safe 

From  out  of  Chaos,  to  the  outside  bare 

Of  this  round  world ;  with  pins  of  adamant 

'  The  Dorthern  froien  sea  ("  4  Thnla  uniae  diBi  navigatione  mare 
tenertlmii,  a  nonnnllia  Crmiunt  appeUatur.  Plin.  Hit.  Hist.  lib.  i. 
•ttf.  19),  and  "driiing  together  moaolains  of  ice,  that  stop  the 
imagineii  way,"  the  nortli.east  paaiage,  as  it  ia  called,  whicli  so  many 
have  attempted  to  discorer ;  ''  beyond  Petsora  eastirard."  the  most 
north-eaatera  province  of  Mnscovy,  "  to  the  rich  CatJiaian  ooast," 
Cathay  or  Cats;,  a  coimtr;  of  Aaia,  and  the  Dorthem  part  of  Cbiiia. 
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Aid  chains  tliey  made  till  fast,  too  fast  they  made, 

And  durable ;  and  now  in  little  space 

The  confines  met  of  empyrean  Heaven, 

And  of  this  world ;  and,  on  tlie  left  hand,  Hell 

"With  long  reaoh  interposed:  three  several  ways 

In  sight,  to  each  of  these  three  places  led. 

And  now  their  way  to  earth  they  had  descried, 

To  Paradise  first  tending',  when  behold 

Satan,  in  likeuesa  of  an  angel  bright. 

Betwixt  the  Centaur  and  the  Scoi-pion'  steering 

His  zenith,  while  the  sua  in  Aries  rose ; 

Disguised  he  eame,  but  those  his  ehildren  dear 

Their  paxent  soon  discerned,  though  in  disguise. 

He,  after  Eve  seduced,  unminded  sitink 

Into  the  wood  Cast  by;  and,  changing  shape 

To  observe  the  sequel,  saw  his  guileful  act 

By  Eve,  though  all  unweeting,  seconded 

Upon  her  husband,  saw  their  shame  that  sought 

Vain  covertures ;  but  when  he  saw  descend 

The  Son  of  God  to  judge  them,  terrified 

He  fied,  not  hoping  to  escape,  but  shun 

The  present,  fearing  guilty  what  his  wrath 

Might  suddenly  inflict;  that  past,  returned 

By  night,  and  listening  where  the  hapless  pair 

Bat  in  their  sad  discourse,  and  various  plaiut. 

Thence  gathered  bis  own  doom,  which  understood 

Mot  instant,  but  of  future  time,  with  joy 

And  tidings  fraught,  to  Hell  he  now  returned; 

And  afthe  brini  of  Chaos,  near  the  foot 

Of  this  new  wondrous  pontiflce,  unhoped 

Met  who  to  meet  him  came,  his  ofispring  dear. 

Oreat  joy  was  at  their  meeting,  and  at  night 

Of  that  stupendous  bridge  his  joy  increased. 

Long  he  admiring  stood,  till  Sia,  his  fair 

Euchaiiting  daughter,  thus  the  silence  broke: 

"  0  parent,  these  are  thy  magnific  deeds. 
Thy  trophies,  which  thou  view's!  as  not  thine  own ; 
Thou  art  their  author  and  prime  architect  r 
For  I  no  sooner  in  my  heart  divined, 
My  heart,  which  by  a  secret  harmony 
Still  moves  with  thine,  joined  in  connection  sweet. 
That  thou  on  earth  hadst  prospered,  which  thy  looks 
*  As  these  consteUalioiis  Ihj  In  rpuU  *  different  put  <€  the  hesvetw 
ftom  Aries,  SUsn  thereby  hoped  to  einde  diseoTerj, 
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How  also  evidence,  but  straight  I  felt, 

Though  distant  from  thee  worlds  between,  yet  felt 

That  I  must  after  thee  with  this  thy  son. 

Such  fatal  oonsequanoe  vinites  us  three ; 

Hell  could  no  longer  hold  us  in  her  bounds, 

Nor  tlija  unvojageable  gulf  ohacure 

Detain  from  following  Qiy  illustrious  track. 

Thoii  hast  achieved  our  bherty,  confined 

Within  Hell-gates  till  now,  thou  us  empowered 

To  fortifj  thus  far,  and  overlay 

With  this  portentous  bridge  the  dark  abyss, 

Tbine  now  is  all  this  world;  thy  virtue  hath  won 

What  thy  hands  builded  not,  thy  wisdom  gained 

With  odds  what  war  haih  lost,  and  fully  avenged 

Our  foil  in  Heaven ;  here  thou  ehalt  monarch  I'eigi], 

There  didst  not ;  there  let  him  still  victor  away, 

As  battle  hath  adjudged,  from  this  new  world 

Betjring.  by  his  own  doom  alienated; 

And  heneeforth  monarehy  with  thee  divide, 

Of  all  things  parted  by  the  empyreal  bounds^ 

His  quadrature,'  from  thy  orbicular  world. 

Or  try  thee  now  more  dangerous  to  his  throne." 

Whom  thus  the  jwince  of  darkness  answered  gl:id; 
"  Fair  daughter,  and  thou  son  and  grandchild  bolli. 
High  proof  ye  now  have  given  to  be  the  race 
Of 'Satan  {for  I  glory  in  Ae  name, 
Antagonist  of  Heaven's  almighty  King) ;' 
Amply  have  merited  of  me,  of  all 
The  infernal  empire,  that  so  near  Heaven's  door 
Triumphal  with  triumphal  act  have  met. 
Mine,  with  this  glorious  work,  and  made  one  reulm 
Hell  and  this  world,  one  realm,  one  continent 
Of  easy  thoroughfare.     Therefore,  while  I 
Seseend  through  darkness,  on  your  rood  with  ease. 
To  my  associate  powers,  them  to  acquaint 
With  these  successes,  and  with  them  rejoice; 
You  two  this  way,  among  these  uumerous  orbs 
All  yours,  right  down  to  Paradise  descend ; 
There  dwell  and  reign  in  bliss,  thence  on  the  earth 

>  Hiltfin  hfte  (bllavs  Che  opinian  of  GftBssDdnB  and  others,  who 
>B}  that  the  empjrenm,  or  hearea  of  heBTene,  is  a  sqanre  flgurt, 
because  the  holj  city  in  the  BeveUtion  is  so  described,  Bev.  ni.  16 : 
"And  the  citj  lielh  Ibni^qiuie,  and  the  Length  is  as  larK^  W  lli« 


Dominioa  exercise,  and  in  tiie  air, 
Chieflj  on  mas,  sole  lord  of  oil  deolared; 

Him  QTst  make  sure  jovx  thrall,  end  lastl;  kill. 
iSy  BubstituteB  I  send  ye,  and  create 
Plenipotent  on  earth,  of  matchless  might 
Issuing  from  me :  on  )[our  joint  vigour  now 
My  hold  of  this  new  kingdom  all  depends. 
Through  Sin  to  Death  exposed  hy  mj  exploit. 
If  joiir  joint  power  preTail,  the  affairs  of  Hell 
No  detriment  need  fear;  go,  and  be  strong." 

So  saying,  he  diamissed  them ;  they  wi&  s^eed 
Their  course  through  thickest  constellationB  held, 
Spreading  their  hane ;  the  blasted  stars  looked  wan, 
^d  planets,  planet'Struck,  real  eclipse 
Then  suffered.     The  other  way  Satan  went  down 
The  causey  to  Hell  gate ;  on  either  side 
Disparted  Chaos,  over  built,  exclaimed, 
And  with  rebounding  surge  the  bars  assailed. 
That  scorned  his  indignation ;  through  the  gate. 


Appointed  to  sit  thete,  had  left  their  charge, 

Flown  to  the  upper  world ;  the  rest  were  all 

Far  to  the  inland  retired,  about  the  walls 

Of  Pandemonium,  city  and  proud  seat 

Of  Lucifer,  so  by  allusion  called, 

Of  that  hright  star  to  Satan  paragoned.' 

There  kept  their  watch  the  legions,  v^iile  the  grand 

In  council  sat,  solicitous  what  chance 

Might  intercept  their  emperor  sent ;  so  he. 

Departing,  gave  command,  and  they  observed. 

As  when  the  Tartar*  from  his  Russian  foe, 

By  Aatracan,  over  the  snowy  plains 

Retires ;  or  Baotrian  Sophi,  from  the  horns 

Of  Turkish  crescent,  leaves  all  waste  beyond 

'  As  when  thn  Tait«T  retiasta  from  hie  MnscoriU  eoemj,  "over 

the  BDoir;  plaini  bj  Astnicsn,"  a  conaiderable  put  of  tlie  Cibf'b  do- 
minion,  formerly  b  Tinariim  kingdom,  with  It  capital  dtj  of  tbg 
Sams  name,  near  the  moath  of  the  rirer  Volga,  at  iti  fall  into  the 
Caapisn  tea ;  "  or  Baotrian  Sophi,"  or  the  Petsian  Emperor,  named 
Bactrian  otEaclria,  one  of  the  grealeat  andrioheat  provinces  of  Fe> 
^a,  lying  near  the  Caspian  lea ;  "  from  the  huraa  of  Turkish  erei- 

creMent,  on  their  eDaigni ;  "  leavea  all  waste  b«joDd  the  realm  of 


The  realm  of  Alodule,  in  bia  retreat 

To  TauriB  or  Caabeen :  ao  these,  the  late 

Heaven-bani^ed  host,  left  desert  utmost  Hell 

MaDj  a  dork  league,  reduced  iu  coi'eful  watch 

Round  their  metropolis,  and  now  expecting 

Each  hour  their  great  adventurer  from  the  search 

Of  foreign  worlda ;  he  through  the  midst  unmarked. 

In  ahow  plebeian  angel  militant 

Of  lowest  order,  passed ;  and  from  the  door 

Of  that  Plutonian  hall,  invisible 

Ascended  bia  high  throDe,  which,  under  state 

Of  richest  texture  spread,  at  the  upper  end 

Waa  placed  in  regal  luatre.    Down  a  while 

He  sat,  and  rotutd  about  him  saw  tmseen : 

At  last,  as  from  a  cloud,  hia  fulgent  head 

And  shape  star-br^ht  appeared,  or  brighter,  elad 

"With  what  permissive  glory  since  bis  fall 

Was  left  liira,  or  false  glitter :  all  amazed 

At  that  so  sudden  blaze  the  Stygian  throng 

Bent  their  aapect,  and  whom  they  wished  beheld, 

Their  mighty  chief  returned :  loud  was  the  acclaim : 

Forth  rush  in  hafte  the  great  consulting  peers. 

Raised  from  their  dark  divan,  and  with  like  joy 

Congratulant  approached  him,  who  with  hand 

SDence,  and  with  these  words  attention,  won ; 

"  Thrones,  dominations,  princedoms,  virtues,  powers, 
For  inpoBsesaion  auoh,  not  only  of  right, 
I  call  ye  and  declare  ye  now;  returned 
Successful  beyond  hope,  to  lead  ye  forth 
Triumphant  out  of  this  infernal  pit 
Abominable,  accursed,  the  house  of  woe. 
And  dungeon  of  our  tyrant :  now  possess, 
As  lords,  a  spacious  world,  to  our  native  Heaven 
Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard 
Wilh  peril  great  achieved.     Long  were  to  tell 
What  I  have  done,  what  suffered,  with  what  pain 

Uadnle,"  the  greater  Annenil,  aalled  bj  tbe  Turks  (usdar  whom  Ibe 
greatest  put  of  it  is)  Aladole,  of  its  last  king  Aladnlea,  slain  b; 
SelTmuB  the  First ;  "  in  his  retreat  tji  Tamia,"  o.  great  citj  in  the 
Mngdom  of  Persia,  now  called  Enfaat&na,  lamelimes  in  the  hands  of 
the  Torka,  bnC  in  1603  retaken  b;  Abaa,  king  of  Persia;  "orCas- 
been,"  one  of  the  greatest  cities  of  Persia,  in  the  province  of  Ajrach, 
fannerlv  Parthia,  towards  the  Caspian  aea,  where  the  Peisiao 
monarchB  made  their  reeidence  after  (he  loss  of  Tanria,  from  which 
it  la  distant  siitj-flve  Qennan  miles  to  the  sontb-eaat. — Bim: 


Voyaged  the  unreal,  -vast,  unbounded  deep 

Of  horrible  confusion,  over  which 

By  Sin  and  Death  a.  broad  way  now  is  paved 

To  expedite  your  glorious  march;  hut  I 

Toiled  out  my  uncouth'  passage,  forced  to  ride 

The  untractaiile  abysB,  plunged  in  the  womb 

Of  unor^inal  night  and  Chaos  wild, 

Thai,  jedous  of  their  secrets,  fiercely  opposed 

My  journey  etrange,  with  clamorouB  uproar 

Protesting'  Fate  supreme ;  thence  bow  J  found 

The  new-created  world,  which  fame  in  Heaven 

Lang  had  foretold,  a  fabric  wonderful 

Of  absolute  perfection,  therein  man 

Placed  in  a  Paradise,  by  our  exile 

Made  happy :  him  by  fraud  I  have  seduced 

From  his  Creator,  and  the  more  to  increase 

Your  wonder,  with  an  apple ;  He,  thereat 

Offended  {worth  your  laughter),  hath  given  up 

Both  his  beloved  man  and  all  his  worid. 

To  Sin  and  Death  a  prey,  and  bo  to  ns. 

Without  our  hazard,  labour,  or  alarm, 

To  range  in,  and  to  dwell,  and  over  man 

To  rule,  as  over  all  he  should  have  ruled. ' 

True  is,  me  also  he  halh  judged,  or  rather 

Me  not,  but  tbe  brute  serpent  in  whose  shape 

Man  I  deceived:  that  which  to  me  belongs, 

Is  enmity,  which  he  will  put  between 

Me  and  mankind ;  I  am  to  bruise  bis  heel ; 

His  seed  (when,  is  not  set)  shall  bruise  my  head: 

A  world  who  would  not  purchase  with  a  bruise, 

Or  much  more  grievous  pain  ?     Ye  have  the  account 

Of  my  performance :  what  remains,  ye  gods, 

But  up  and  enter  now  into  full  bhss?" 

So  fiaving  said,  a  while  he  stood,  expecting 
Their  universal  shout  and  high  applause 
To  fill  his  ear;  when,  contrary,  he  hears 
On  all  ddes,  from  innumerable  tongues, 
A  dismal  universal  hiss,  the  sound 
Of  public  scorn :  he  wondered,  but  not  long 
Had  leisure,  wondering  at  himself  now  more ; 
His  visage  drawn  he  felt  to  sharp  and  spare, 
His  *rms  clung  to  Mb  ribs,  his  legs  intwining 

>  Stnwee,  ontuiuL  >  Calliag  opon  Fate  M  •  wUmh. 


Each  other,  till  aupplantad'  down  he  fell 
A  monstroua  serpent  on  bis  belly  prone, 
B^luotant,  but  in  vain ;  a,  greater  power 
Now  ruled  him,  puniahed  in  the  shape  he  Binned, 
According  to  hia  doom :  he  would  have  spoke. 
But  hiss  for  hiss  returned  with  forked  tongue 
To  forked  tongue,  for  now  wei«  all  trumfoimed 
Alike,  to  serpents  all,  as  accessories 
To  his  hold  riot ;  dreadful  was  the  din 
Of  hissing  through  the  hall,  thick  swarmii^  now 
With  complicatea  moneters  head  and  tail, 
Bcorpioo,  and  asp,  and  amphisbens'  dire, 
Cerastes  homed,  hs'drus.'  and  elopa'  drear, 
And  dipsaa'  (not  so  thick  swarmed  once  the  soil' 
Bedropped  with  blood  of  Goiyon,  or  the  isle 
Ophiu^^ ;  but  still  greatest  he  the  midst, 
Now  dragon  grown,  lai^r  than  whom  the  sun 
Engendered  in  the  Pjthian  vale  on  slime. 
Huge  Python,  and  his  power  no  less  he  seemed 
Above  the  rest  still  to  retain ;  they  all 
Him  followed,  issuing  forth  to  the  open  field. 
Where  all  yet  left  of  that  revolted  rout. 
Heaven-fallen,  in  station  stood  or  just  array, 
-     Sublime  with  expectation,  when  to  see 

In  triumph  issuing  forth  their  glorious  chief; 

They  saw,  but  other  sight  instead  I  a  crowd 

Of  ugly  serpents;  horror  on  them  fell, 

And  horrid  sympathy ;  for  what  Ihej  saw, 

They  felt  themselves  now  changing;  down  theii  arms, 

Down  fell  both  spear  and  shield,  down  they  as  fast. 

And  the  dire  hiss  renewed,  and  the  dire  form 

Catched  hy  contagion,  hke  in  punishment. 

As  in  their  ciime.    Thus  was  the  applause  they  meant 

'  1. 1.  literaUj,  "  tripped  ap,"  from  lapplaKli.  Thne  is  cauch  fbrc 
in  tbit  expreSBton,  denoting  the  physical  as  well  as  moral  degradatio 
of  the  (lend. 

'  A  monsUr,  sidd  to  have  a  head  at  bolh  ends. 


So  called  hora  the  frightful  I 
Lihya,  cf.  Ovid,  Met.  iy.  816 ; 
A  small  island  in  the  Medile 

serpeEts  (o^(ie)  with  which  it 
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Turned  to  exploding  hiss,  triumph  to  shame 

Cast  on  themBelves  from  their  own  mouths.     There  BiaoA 

A  grove  hard  by,  epnmg  up  with  this  their  change, 

His  will  who  reigna  aboTC,  to  aggravate 

Their  penance,  iaden  with  fair  tniit,  like  that 

Which  grew  in  Paradise,  the  bait  of  Eve 

Used  by  the  tempter:  on  that  prospect  strange 

Their  earnest  ejes  the;  fixed,  imagining 

For  one  forbidden  tree  a  multitude 

Now  risen,  to  work  them  further  woe  or  shame ; 

Yet,  parched  with  scalding  thirst  and  hunger  fierce. 

Though  to  delude  them  sent,  could  not  abstain. 

But  on  they  rolled  in  heaps,  and  up  the  trees 

Climbing,  eat  thicker  than  the  suaky  locks 

That  curled  Megajra ;'  greedily  tbey  pluckad 

The  iruitage  fair  to  sight,  like  that  wliicli  grew 

Near  that  bituminous  lake'  wiiere  Sodom  flamed; 

This,  more  delusive,  not  the  touch  but  taste 

Deceived ;  they,  fondly  thinking  to  allay 

Their  appetite  with  gust,  instead  of  fi-uit 

Chewed  bitter  ashes,  which  the  offended  taste 

With  spattering  noise  rejected:  oft  they  assayed, 

Hunger  and  tMrst  constraining;  drugged  as  oft, 

With  batefiillest  disrelish,  writhed  their  jaws 

With  soot  and  cindeis  filled ;  ho  oft  they  fell 

Into  the  same  tllusiou,  not  as  man  [plagued 

Whom  they  triumphed  once  lapsed.'    Thus  were  they 

And  worn  with  fasune,  long  and  ceaseless  hiss. 

Till  their  lost  shape,  permitted,  they  resumed ; 

Yearly  enjoined,  some  say,  to  undewo 

This  annual  humbling  certain  numbered  days. 

To  dash  their  pride,  and  joy  for  man  seducea. 

However,  some  tradition  they  dispersed 

Among  the  heathen  of  their  purcnase  got, 

And  fabled  how  the  serpent,  whom  they  called 

Ophion,  with  Eurynome,  the  wide 

1  One  of  the  fiuies. 

'  The  lake  AaphaltJIeB,  near  which  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were 
sitnated.  Joeephus  &fflrmB,  th«  ahapea  and  fhsbiona  of  them  uid 
three  other  cities,  called  the  cities  of  the  plain,  were  to  be  secQ  in 
hia  days,  and  trees  lotidenwith  fairfniit  (etjled  Ihc  apples  of  Sodom] 
rising  ont  of  the  ashes,  nhich  at  the  first  touch  diasolved  into  asbeii 

*  i.  t^  over  whom,  once  kpsed,  tliej  triumphed. — Awlon. 


Encroaching  Eve,  perhaps,  had  first  the  rule 


Meanwhile  in  Paradise  the  hellish  pair 
Too  soon  arrived;  Sin,  there  in  power  heforo. 
Once  actual,  now  in  body,  imd  to  dwell 
Habitual  habitant;  behind  her  Death 
Close  following  pace  for  pace,  not  mounted  yet 
On  hia  pale  horse :  to  whom  Sin  thus  begaji  : 

"  Second  of  Satan  sprung,  all-conquering  Deaih, 
"What  think'st  thou  of  our  empire  now,  though  earaod 
With  travel  difficult,  not  better  far 
Than  still  at  Hell's  dark  threshold  to  have  sat  wntch, 
Unnamed,  undreaded.  and  thyself  half-starved  ?  " 

Whom  thus  the  Sin-bom  monster  answered  soon: 
"To  me,  who  with  eternal  famine  pine, 
Alike  is  Hell,  or  Paradise,  or  Heaven ; 
There  best,  where  most  with  ravme  I  may  meet ; 
Which  here,  though  plenteous,  all  too  little  seems 
To  stuff  this  maw,  this  vast  uiihide-baund  corps."' 

To  whom  the  incestuous  mother  thus  replied : 
"Thou,  therefore,  on  these  herbs,  and  fruits,  and  flowery 
Feed  first,  on  eadt  beast  nest,  and  fish,  and  fowl, 
No  homely  morseb ;  and  whatever  thing 
The  scjthe  of  Time  mows  down,  devour  unspared ; 
Til  II,  m  man  residing,  through  the  race. 
His  thoughts,  his  looks,  words,  actions  all  infect. 
And  season  him  thy  last  and  sweetest  prey." 

This  said,  they  both  betook  them  several  ways. 
Both  to  desti'oy,  or  ulummortal  make 
All  kinds,  and  for  destruction  to  mature 
Sooner  or  later;  which  the  Almighty  seeii^, 
From  his  transcendent  seat  the  saints  among. 
To  those  bright  ordei  s  uttered  thus  his  voice : 

"  See  with  what  heat  these  dogs  of  Hell  advance 
To  waste  and  havoc  yonder  world,  which  I 
So  fair  and  good  created,  and  had  still 
Kept  in  that  state,  had  not  the  folly  of  man 
Let  in  these  wasteful  furies,  who  impute 
Folly  to  me ;  BO  doth  the  prince  of  Hell 
And  his  adherents,  that  with  so  much  ease 
I  suffer  them  to  enter  and  possess 

1  AUndiog  (t>  his  leaji  and  msagre  appearance,  the  ekin  banging 
eel;  aboal  liim. 


A  place  BO  hcarenl  j ;  and  connlring  Be«m 
To  gratify  m;  scomfol  enemiea, 
That  laugh,  aa  if,  transported  with  some  fit 
Of  passion,  I  to  them  had  quitted  all, 
At  random  yielded  up  to  their  misrule ; 
And  know  not  that  1  called  and  drew  ^em  thither, 
My  Hell-hounds,  to  lick  up  the  draf  and  filth 
Which  man's  polluting  sin  with  taint  hath  shed 
On  what  was  pure,  till,  crammed  and  got^d  nigh  burst 
With  sucked  and  glutted  ofTal.  at  one  sling 
Of  thy  victorious  arm,  well-pleasing  Son, 
Both  Sin,  and  Death,  and  yawning  grave,  at  last 
Through  Chaos  hurled,  obstruct  the  mouth  of  Hell 
Por  ever,  and  seal  up  bis  ravenous  jaws- 
Then  Heaven  and  earth,  renewed,  SiaU  be  made  pure 
To  sanctity  that  shall  receive  no  stain : 
Till  then  flie  curse  pronounced  on  both  precedes."' 

He  ended,  and  the  heavenly  audience  loud 
Sung  hallelujah,  as  the  sound  of  seas. 
Through  multitude  that  sung :    "  Just  are  thy  ways, 
Righteous  are  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works ; 
Wlio  can  extenuate  thee  ?"    Hest,  to  the  Son, 
"Destined  Restorer  of  mankind,  by  whom 
New  Heaven  and  eaith  shall  to  the  ages  rise, 
Or  down  from  Heaven  descend."    Such  was  their  song; 
While  the  Creator,  colUng  forth  by  name 
His  mighrt  angels,  gave  them  several  charge, 
Aa  sorted  best  with  present  things.     The  sun 
Had  first  his  precept  so  to  move,  so  shine, 
As  might  affect  the  earth  with  cold  and  heat 
Scarce  tolerable ;  and  from  the  north  to  call 
Decrepit  winter;  from  the  south  to  bring 
Solstitial*  summer's  heat.    To  the  blank  moon 
Her  office  they  prescribed ;  to  the  other  five 
Their  planetary  motions  and  aspects, 
In  sestile,  square,  and  trine,  and  opposite* 
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of  noxious  efficacy ;  and  when  to  join 
In  ^od  unbenign :  and  taiight  the  fixed 
'fheir  influence  malignant  when  to  shower ; 
Which  of  them,  rising  with  the  sun,  or  falling, 
Should  prove  tempestuous.     To  the  winds  they  E?t 
Their  comers ;  when  with  bluster  to  confound 
Sea,  air,  and  shore ;  the  thunder  when  to  roll 
Widi  terror  through  the  dark  aerial  hall. 
Some  say  he  bid  his  angels  turn  askance 
The  poles  of  earth  twice  ten  degrees  and  more 
From  the  eun's  aile;  they  with  laboiw  pushed 
Oblique  the  centrio  globe :  some  say'  the  sun 

•nother ;  deemed  of  eril  conseqnenie  to  those  bom  nndec  or  eubjait 

'  It  WM  eternal  spring  before  the  fell,  and  he  ia  no*  ftcconnting 
for  the  change  of  seHsona  after  the  foil,  and  mentions  tha  two  famous 
hjpotbeseB.  Soma  say  it  was  occasioned  bj  altering  the  position  of 
the  earth,  hy  tnming  Che  poles  of  the  earth  aboie  QO  deg.  aside  from 
the  inn's  orb:  "he  hid  hia  tuigels  tnm  askance  the  poles  of  canh 
twice  ten  degrees  and  more  from  ths  son's  aile;"  ana  the  poles  of 
the  earth  are  ahoat  S3i  deg.  diat&nt  &om  those  of  the  ecliptjc ;  "thej 
with  labour  puehed  oblique  the  centric  globe,"  it  wae  erect  before, 
but  is  oblique  now ;  the  obliiioitj  of  a  sphere  is  the  proper  astro- 
nomical term,  nheii  the  pole  is  raised  an;  number  of  degrees  less 
than  00;  the  ^'centric  giohe"  flied  on  its  centre, and  thereibre moved 
with  labour  and  diiGcnIt;,  or  rather  centric,  as  being  the  centre  of 
the  world,  according  to  the  Ptolemaic  ejatem,  which  our  anihor 
asually  follows.  Some  saj,  again,  this  change  was  occasioned  hj 
altering  the  course  of  the  sun,  "  the  sim  was  bid  tarn  reins  Irom  the 
equinoctial  road,"  in  which  he  had  moyed  before,  "like  distant 
breadth  "  in  both  hemispheres ;  "  to  Taurus  with  the  seven  Atlantic 
sistera,"  the  oonstcllatiDn  laurus.  with  the  seren  stars  in  his  neck, 
the  Pleisdas.  danghters  of  Atlas  ; "  and  the  Spartan  twins,"  the  sign 
Gemini,  Castor  and  Polloj,  twin  brotheiB,  and  sons  of  Tjudams 
king  of  Sparta;  "up  to  the  tropic  crab,"  the  tropic  of. cancer,  the  sun's 
tarthest  stage  uorthwards ;  "  thence  down  smain,"  Dr.  Bentle;  reads 
'  >s  much,"  as  much  on  one  side  of  tie  eqnator  as  tlie  other,  but  if 
anj  alteration  were  necessary,  is  it  easier  to  read  "  thence  down  again 
hj  Leo  and  the  Virgin, "  the  sign  Virgo  ;  "  and  the  scales,"  the  con- 
stellation Libra;  ^' as  deep  as  Capricorn,"  the  tropio  of  Capricorn, 
which  b  the  Bun's  farthest  progress  southwards.  This  motion  of  the 
sua  in  the  ecliptic  occasions  iho  variety  of  seasons,  "  else  had  the 
spring  perpetuu  smiled  on  earth  with  vemant  flowers,"  if  the  aun 
hUd  ooDiinued  to  Tnove  in  the  equator.  It  is  likewise  Dr.  Bnmet's 
assertion,  that  the  primitive  earth  enjoyed  a  perpetual  spring,  and  for 
the  same  reason  of  the  sun's  moving  in  the  equator.  But  though 
this  notion  of  *  peipetual  spring  may  be  very  pleasing  in  poetry,  yet 
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Was  bid  turn  reins  &om  the  equiaoelial  road 
Like  distant  breadth  to  Taurus,  with  the  seven 
Atlantic  Sisters,  and  the  8)»attan  Twine, 
Up  to  the  Tropio  Crab ;  thence  dawn  amaia 
By  Leo,  and  me  Virgin,  and  the  Scales, 
As  deep  as  Capricorn,  t«  bring  in  change 
Of  eeasons  to  each  clime ;  else  bad  the  gprin;^ 
Perpetual  smiled  on  earth  with  vemant  Qowci'3, 
Equal  in  days  and  nighta,  except  to  those 
Beyond  the  polar  circles  ;   to  them  day 
Had  unbenightfid  shone,  while  the  low  sun, 
To  recompense  his  distance,  in  their  sight 
Had  rounded  etiil  the  horizon,  and  not  known 
Or  east,  or  west,  which  had  forbid  the  snow 
From  cold  Estotilaud,'  and  souOi  as  far 
Beneath  Magellan.*    At  that  tasted  fruit 
The  sun,  as  from  Thyestean  banquet,  turned 
His  oouTse  intended ;  else  how  had  the  world 
Inhabited,  though  sinless,  more  than  now, 
Avoiding  pinching  cold  and  scorching  heat? 
These  changes  in  the  heavens,  though  slow,  produced 
Like  change  on  sea  and  land ;  sideral  blast. 
Vapour,  and  mist,  and  exhalation  hot. 
Corrupt  and  pestilent :  now  from  the  north 
Of  Morumbega,'  and  the  Samoed  shore,* 
Bursting  their  brazen  dungeon,  armed  with  ice. 
And  snow,  and  hail,  and  stormy  gust,  and  flaw ; ' 
Boreas,'  and  Cacias,  and  Ai^stes  loud, 


'  k  tract  of  Nonh  America,  tnwaida  tlie  Annifl  Ciida  and  Hndeon's 
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!□  Soath  Amerina,  so  called  from  ita  diicoTiirer,  Fred.  Magellan, 
in  1520. 

•  In  N.  America. 

<  In  the  N.  £.  ot  Mascory,  apon  ths  Frozen  Ocean. 

>  The  same  as  "  gust,"  bat  of  BtTouger  eiguificatioii,  from  ^ou, 

•  The  north  wind ;  "  CfeoUfl,"  the  nortli-ireBt ;  "  Argeslea,"  the  north- 
east; "  Thraciaa,"  blowing  from  Thrace,  noithsard  of  Greece; 
"  Notos,"  the  floalh  wind;  "Afer,'"  or  Africm,  the  toulh-weat  fium 
Africa.  "  From  Serraliona  "  or  Lion  Momtaine,  a  range  of  moun- 
taina  Bo  called  becaaae  ot  U)<  perpetaal  Btorms  there  roaring  like  ■ 
lien.    IbeH  an  to  the  80utli*west  ol  Africa,  nithin  a  lew  leagues  of 


And  Thrascias  rend  the  woods,  and  seas  upturn ; 
With  adverse  blasts  uptiuuB  them  from  the  south, 
Notus,  and  Afer  htack  with  thunderous  clouds 
From  Serraliona ;  thwart  of  these,  as  fierce. 
Forth  niah  the  Levant  and  the  Poaent  winds, 
Eunis  and  Zephjr,  with  their  lateral  noise, 
Siroeco  and  libecchio.     Thus  began 
Outrage  from  lifeless  things ;  but  Discord  first, 
Daughter  of  Sin.  among  the  irrational, 
DeaUi  introduced,  through  fierce  antipathy : 
Beast  now  with  beast  'gan  war.  and  fowl  with  fowl. 
And  fish  with  fish ;  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaving, 
Devoured  each  other;  nor  stood  much  in  awe 
Of  man,  but  fled  him,  or  with  countenance  grim 
Glared  on  him  passing.    These  were,  from  without 
The  growing  miseries,  which  Adam  saw 
Alreadj  in  part,  though  hid  in  gloomiest  shade. 
To  sorrow  ahandoued  ;  but  worse  felt  within, 
And,  in  a  troubled  sea  of  passion  tossed, 
Thus  to  disburden  sought  with  sad  complaint: 

"  Oh,  miserable  of  happy !  is  this  the  end 
Of  this  new  glorious  world,  and  me  so  late 
The  gloiT  of  that  ^lory,  who  now  become 
Acciu^d,  of  blessed  ?    Hide  me  from  the  face 
Of  God,  whom  to  behold  was  then  my  height 
Of  happiness  1    Yet  well,  if  here  woiud  end 
The  misery ;  I  deserved  it,  and  would  hear 
My  own  deserrings:  but  this  will  not  serve. 
All  that  I  eat  or  driuli,  or  shsjl  beget. 
Is  DTOpagated  curse.     Oh,  voice  once  heard 
Del^htfuliy,  '  Increase  and  multiply,' 
Now  death  to  hear !  for  what  can  I  increase 
Or  multiply  but  curses  on  my  head? 
Who  of  all  ages  to  succeed,  hut,  feeling 
The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  ciu-se 
My  head  ?    '  El  fare  our  ancestor  impure  1 
Por  this  we  may  thank  Adam ; '  but  his  thanks 
Shall  be  the  execration ;  so  besides 

Cijie  Vsnl,  the  veetem  point;  "  Eoms  Bad  Zephjr,"  tlie  eosl 
WMt,  called  also  "  Levant  and  "  Ponant "  winds  (rising  and  8«t1 
the  one  blowii^  bom  whence  llie  eun  rises,  the  other  irhence  it 
"Sirocco,"  venlUB  3yms,  the  south-east;  and  "Libecchio,"  Ti 
Ljbicns,  the  aonth-irefit '  '-*■-■ 
UnaneBa. — RicliardMeii, 
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Mine  oira  that  btde  upon  me,  all  from  me 

Shall  with  a  Herce  reflux  on  me  rebound ; 

On  me,  as  on  their  natural  centre  light, 

Heftvy,  though  in  their  place.    O  fleeting  joys 

Of  Paradise,  dear  bought  with  lasting  woes ! 

Did  I  lequeBt  thee,  Maker,  from  my  clay 

To  mould  me  man  ?  did  I  solicit  thee 

From  darkneea  to  promote  me?  or  here  place 

In  this  delicious  ^iden  ?    As  mj  wiH 

Concurred  not  to  my  being,  it  were  but  r^h* 

And  equal  to  reduce  me  to  my  dust, 

Desirous  to  resign  and  render  back 

All  I  received,  unable  to  perform 

Thy  terms  too  hard,  by  which  I  was  to  hold 

The  good  I  sought  not.    To  the  loss  of  that, 

Sufficient  penalty!  why  hast  thou  added 

The  sense  of  emfless  woes  ?    Inexplicable 

Thy  justice  seems;  yet,  to  say  trufli,  too  late 

I  QaiB  contest ;  then  should  haTe  been  relused 

Those  terms,  whatever,  when  they  were  proposed : 

Thou  didst  accept  them.     Wilt  thou  enjoy  the  good. 

Then  cavil  the  conditions?  and  though  u-od 

Made  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  son 

Prove  disoliedient,  and  reproved,  retort, 

'  Wherefore  didst  thou  beget  thee  ?    I  sought  it  not : 

Wouldst  thou  admit,  for  his  contempt  of  thee, 

That  proud  excuse?    Yet  him,  not  thy  election, 

But  natural  necessity,  begot. 

God  made  thee  of  choice  his  own,  and  of  his  own 

To  serve  him :  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace ; 

Thy  punishment  then,  justly,  is  at  his  wiU. 

Be  it  so,  for  I  submit :  his  doom  is  fair ; 

That  dust  I  am,  and  shall  to  dust  return. 

O  welcome  hour  whenever !     Why  delays 

His  hand  to  execute  what  his  decree 

Fixed  on  this  day  ?    Why  do  I  over-live  ? 

Why  am  I  mocked  with  death,  and  lengthened  out 

To  deathless  pain  ?    How  gladly  would  I  meet 

Mortality  my  seatence,  and  be  earth 

Insensible !  how  glad  would  1^  me  down 

As  in  my  mother's  lap !  there  Ishould  rest 

And  sleep  secure :  his  di'eadful  voice  no  more 

Would  thunder  in  my  ears ;  no  fear  of  worse 

To  me  and  to  my  oflspring  would  torment  mo 


Lest  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  Bpirit  of  mon 

Which  God  inspired,  cannot  together  perish  • 

With  this  corporeal  clod;  then  in  the  grave, 

Or  in  some  oiher  dismal  place,  who  knows 

But  I  shall  die  a  living  death?     0  thought 

Horrid,  if  true !     Yet  why  ?     It  was  but  breath 

Of  life  that  sinned ;  what  dies  but  what  had  life 

And  gin  ?    The  body  properly  had  neither. 

All  of  me  then  ehaU  die ;  let  this  appease 

The  doubt,  since  human  reach  no  further  know*. 

For  though  the  Lord  of  all  be  infinite, 

Is  bis  wrath  also  ?     Beit;  man  is  not  so, 

But  moilal  doomed.     How  can  he  eserciae 

Wrath  without  end  on  man  whom  death  must  end? 

Can  he  make  deathless  death  ?     That  were  to  mcke 

Strange  contradiction,  which  to  God  himself 

Impossible  ie  held,  as  argument 

Of  weakness,  not  of  power.    Will  he  draw  out; 

For  anger's  sake,  finite  to  infinite 

In  puiushed  man,  to  satia^  his  rigour 

Satisfied  never?    That  were  to  extend 

His  sentence  beyond  dust  and  nature's  law. 

By  which  all  causes  else  according  still 

To  the  reception  of  their  matter  act. 

Not  to  the  extent  of  their  own  ^here.    But  say 

That  death  be  not  one  stroke,  as  I  supposed, 

Bereaving  sense,  but  endless  miseiy 

From  this  day  onward,  which  I  feel  began 

Both  in  me,  and  without  me,  and  so.laat 

To  perpetuity ;  ay  mel  that  fear 

Comes  thundering  back  with  dreadAil  revolution 

On  my  defenceless  head;  both  Death  and  I 

Am '  found  eternal,  and  incorporats  both : 

■"     '    n  my  part  single ; 

ry  stands  cursed 
That  I  must  leave  ye,  s 
To  waste  it  all  myself,  and  leave  ye  none  I 
So  disinherited,  how  would  ye  bless 
Me  now  your  curse  I    Ah '.  why  should  all  mankind 
For  one  man's  fault  thus  guiltless  be  condemned, 

I  Fmm  Hor.  Od.  iii.  ux.,  0,  "  nan  Mtsu  mami." 
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If  guiltless?    But  icom  me  what  can  proceed. 

But  all  corrupt,  both  mind  and  will  depraved, 

Not  to  do  onlv,  but  to  will  the  same 

Wjfli  ma?     How  can  they  then  acquitted  stand 

In  s^ht  of  God  ?     Him,  after  all  disputea, 

Forced  I  absolve :  all  my  evaaionB  vain; 

And  reasonings,  though  tlirough  mazes,  lead  me  atill 

But  to  my  own  eonvictiori :  first  and  last 

On  me,  me  only,  &%  the  source  and  spring 

Of  all  corruption,  ail  the  blame  lights  due ; 

So  might  the  wrath  1     Fond  wish !  couldst  thou  support 

That  burden  heavier  than  the  earth  to  bear. 

Than  oil  the  world  much  beaTier,  though  divided 

With  that  .bad  woman  ?    Thus  what  &ou  desir'et. 

And  what  thou  feai'st,  alike  destroys  all  hope 

Of  refuge,  and  concludes  thee  miserable 

Beyond  all  past  example  and  future, 

To  Satan  only  like  both  crime  and  doom. 

0  conscience  t  into  what  abyss  of  fears 

And  horrors  hast  thou  driven  me,  out  of  which 

1  find  no  way,  from  deep  to  deeper  plunged!" 
Thus  Adam  to  himself  lamented  loud. 

Through  the  still  night;  not  now,  as  ere  man  fell, 

Wholesome,  and  cool,  and  mild;  but  with  black  air 

Accompanied,  widi  damps  and  dreadful  gloom, 

Which  to  his  evil  conscience  represented 

AH  things  with  double  terror :  on  the  gronnd 

Outstretched  he  lay.  on  the  cold  ground,  and  ott 

Cursed  his  creatiou,  death  as  otl  accused 

Of  tardy  execution,  since  denounced 

The  day  of  his  ofience.     "  Why  comes  not  death," 

Said  he,  "  with  one  thrice  acceptable  stroke 

To  end  me  ?     Shall  truth  fail  to  keep  her  word  ? 

Justice  divine  not  hasten  to  be  just? 

But  death  oomes  not  at  call ;  justice  divine 

Mends  not  her  slowest  pace  for  prayers  or  cries. 

0  woods!  0  fountains,  hillocks,  dales,  and  bowersi 

With  other  echo '  late  I  taught  your  iiadas 

To  answer,  and  resound  far  other  song." 

Whom  tiius  afflicted,  when  sad  Eve  beheld, 
Desolate  where  she  sat,  approaching  nigh. 
Soft  words  to  his  fierce  passion  she  assayed ; 
But  her  with  stem  r^ard  be  Oaxa  repelled : 
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"  Out  of  mj  fflght,  thou  serpent !  that  name  best 
Befits  Utea  with  him  leagued,  tbyself  as  false 
And  hateful ;  nothing  wanta  hut  that  thy  shape, 
Lika  his,  and  colour  serpeutine,  may  show 
Thy  inward  fraud,  to  warn  all  creatures  from  thee 
Henceforth ;  lest  that  too  heavenly  form  pretended 
To  hellish  falsehood  anare  them.     But  for  thee 
I  had  persisted  happy,  had  not  thy  pride 
And  wandering  vanity,  when  least  was  safe, 
Bejected  my  forewarning,  and  disdained 
Not  to  b«  trusted,  longing  to  be  seen, 
Though  by  the  devil  himself,  him  overweening 
To  over-reach,  but  with  the  serpent  meeting 
Fooled  and  beguiled ;  by  him  fliou,  I  by  thee ; 
To  trust  thee  from  my  side,  imagined  wise. 
Constant,  mature,  proof  against  all  assaults; 
And  understood '  not  all  was  but  a  show. 
Bather  than  solid  virtue ;  all  but  a  rib, 
Crooked  by  nature;  bent,  as  now  appears, 
More  to  the  part  sinister,  from  me  drawn ; 
Well  if  thrown  out,  as  supemumerary 
To  my  just  number  found.     Oh  !  why  did  Orod, 
Creator  wise,  that  peopled  highest  Heaven 
With  spirits  masculine,  create  at  last 
This  novelty  on  earth,  this  fair  defect 
Of  nature,  and  not  £11  the  world  at  once 
With  men,  as  angels,  without  feminine. 
Or  find  some  other  way  to  generate 
ManHnd  ?    This  mischief  had  not  then  befallen. 
And  more  that  shall  befall,  innumerable 
Disturbances  on  earth  tJirough  female  snares. 
And  strait  conjunction  with  this  sex:  for  either 
He  never  shall  find  out  fit  mate,  but  such 
As  some  misfor^lne  brings  him,  or  mistake ; 
Or  whom  he  wishes  most  shall  setdom  gain 
Through  her  perverseness,  but  shall  see  her  gained 
By  a  far  worse,  or  if  she  love,  withheld ' 
By  parents;  or  his  happiest  choice  too  laM 
Shall  meet,  already  linked  and  wedlock-bound 
To  a  fell  adversary,  his  hate  or  shame ; 
Which  infinite  calamity  shall  cause 
To  human  life,  and  household  peace  confound." 
He  added  not,  and  from  her  turned ;  but  Eve, 
>  i'.  1.  held  or  pkeed  b«fore.  ^  i.:  I nndentowL 


Not  BO  repulsed,  with  tears  that  ceased  not  flowing. 
And  trCBseB  aJl  disordered,  at  bia  feet 
FeU  humble,  and  embracioK  them,  be^ught 
His  peace,  and  thus  proceeded  in  her  plamt: 

"  Forsalie  me  not  thus,  Adam  i  witness  Heaven 
What  love  sincere,  and  reverence  in  my  heart 
I  bear  thee,  and  unweeting  have  offended. 
Unhappily  deceived!     Thy  aupphant 
I  beg,  and  clasp  thy  knees ;  bereave,  me  not; 
Whereon  I  live,  thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aJd, 
Thy  counsel  in  this  uttermost  distress. 
My  only  strength  and  stay:  forlorn  of  ihee, 
"Whither  shall  1  betake  me,  where  subsist? 
While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  perfanps. 
Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace,  both  joinicg. 
As  joined  in  injuries,  one  enmity 
ARainst  a  foe  by  doom  express  assi^ed  us. 
That  cruel  serpent:  on  me  exercise  not 
Thy  hatred  for  this  misery  befallen, 
On  me  already  lost,  me  than  thyself 
More  miserable;  both  have  sinned,  but  thou 
Ageunst  God  only,  I  against  God  and  fliee. 
And  to  the  place  of  judgment  will  return. 
There  with  my  cries  importune  Heaven,  that  h1) 
The  sentence,  from  thv  head  removed,  may  light 
On  me,  sole  cause  to  uiee  of  ail  this  woe. 
Me,  me  only,  just  object  of  his  ire." 

She  ended  weeping,  and  her  Jowly  plight. 
Immoveable  till  peace  obtained  from  fault 
Acknowledged  and  deplored,  in  Adam  wrou^lU 
Commiseration;  soon  liis  heart  relented 
Towards  her.  his  hfe  so  late,  and  sole  delight. 
Now  at  his  feet  submissive  in  distress. 
Creature  so  fair  his  leconcilement  seeking, 
His  counsel  whom  she  had  displeased,  his  aid; 
As  one  disarmed,  his  anger  all  he  lost. 
And  thus  with  peaceful  words  upraised  her  sooa ; 

"  Unwary,  and  too  desirous,  as  before, 
80  now  of  what  thou  know'st  not,  who  desir'Et 
The  punishment  all  on  thyself ;  alas! 
Bear  thine  own  first,  ill  able  to  sustain 
Hia  full  wrath,  whose  thou  feel'st  as  vet  least  part. 
And  my  displeasure  beor'st  so  ill.     Ir  prayers 
CouJd  alter  high  deciees,  I  to  that  place 
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Would  speed  before  tliee,  and  be  louder  teara. 
That  OQ  mj  head  all  might  be  visited, 
Thy  frailtj  and  inflrraer  sex  forgiTen, 
To  me  committed  and  by  me  exposed. 
But  rise,  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 
Each  other,  blamed  enough  elsewhere,  but  strive 
In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  lighten 
Each  other's  burden  in  our  snare  of  woe ; 
Since  this  day's  death  denounced,  if  aught  I  see. 
Will  prove  no  sudden,  but  a  slow-paced  evil, 
A  Imig  day's  dying  to  augment  our  pain, 
And  to  our  seed  (0  hapless  seed!)  deriTed." 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  replied: 
"  Adam,  by  sad  esperiment  I  know 
How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  And, 
Found  BO  erroneous,  thence  by  ,iust  event 
Found  so  uufortunate;  neyerthelesa, 
Beatored  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am,  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,  hopeful  to  regain 
Thy  love,  the  sole  contentment  of  ray  heart 
Living  or  dying,  from  thee  I  will  not  bide 
What  thoughta  in  my  unquiet  breast  are  ris'n. 
Tending  to  some  rehef  of  our  extremes. 
Or  end,  thoi^h  sharp  and  sad,  yet  tolerable. 
As  in  our  evils,  and  of  easier  choice. 
If  care  of  our  descent  perplex  us  most 
Which  must  be  bom  to  certain  woe,  devoured 
By  death  at  last;  and  miserable  it  is 
To  be  to  others  cause  of  misery, 
Our  own  begotten,  and  of  our  loins  to  briag 
Into  thia  ouraed  world  a  woeful  race, 
That  after  wretched  life  must  be  at  laat 
Food  for  BO  fool  a  monster ;  in  thy  power 
It  lies,  yet  ere  conception  to  prevent 
The  race  unblessed,  to  being  yet  unbegot. 
Childlesa  thou  art,  childless  remain ;  so  Denth 
Shall  be  deceived  bis  glut,  and  with  us  two 
Be  forced  to  satisfy  his  ravenous  maw. 
But  if  thou  judge  it  hard  and  difficult, 
Conversing,  looking,  loving,  to  abstain 
From  love's  due  rites,  nuptial  embraqes  sweet, 
And  with  Jesire  to  languish  without  hoi>e, 
Before  the  present  object  languiahing 
With  like  desire,  which  would  be  miseiy 
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And  tonDRit  less  than  none  of  what  we  dread; 
Then,  both  our^lves  and  seed  at  once  to  free 
From  what  we  fear  for  both,  let  ua  maJie  short, 
J^t  ua  seek  Death,  or  he  not  found,  supply 
With  OUT  own  hands  his  office  on  ourselves. 
Why  stand  we  longer  shiyering  under  fears, 
That  show  no  end  hut  death,  and  have  the  power. 
Of  many  ways  to  die  the  shortest'  ohoosiiig, 
Destruction  with  destruction  to  destroy  ?" 

She  ended  here,  or  vehement  despair 
Broke  off  the  rest;  so  much  of  death  her  thoughts 
Had  entertained,  as  dyed  her  cheeks  with  pale 
But  Adam  wiili  auch  counsel  nothing  awayed. 
To  better  hopes  his  more  attentive  mind 
Labouring  had  raised,  and  thus  to  Eve  replied : 

"  Eve,  thy  contempt  of  life  and  pleasure  seemL 
To  ar^e  in  thee  something  more  sublime 
And  excellent  than  what  thy  mind  contemns; 
But  self-destruction  therefore  sought,  refutes 
That  excellence  thou);ht  in  thee,  and  implies, 
Not  thy  contempt,  but  anguish  and  regret 
For  loss  of  life  and  pleasure  overloved. 
Or  if  thou  covet  death,  as  utmost  end 
Cf  misei'y,  so  thinking  to  evade 
The  penalty  pionounced,  doubt  not  hut  God 
Hath  wiselier  armed  his  vengeful  ire  than  so 
To  he  forestalled;  much  more  1  fear  lest  death. 
So  snatched,  will  not  exempt  us  from  the  pain 
We  are  by  doom  to  pay ;  rather  such  acts 
Of  contumacy  will  provoke  the  Highest 
To  make  death  in  us  live.     Then  let  us  seek 
Some  safer  resolution,  which  methinks 
I  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  heed 
Pali  of  our  sentence,  that  thy  seed  shall  bruise 
The  serpent's  head;  piteous  amends !  unless 
Be  meant,  whom  I  conjecture,  our  gi'and  foe 
Satan,  who  in  the  serpent  hath  contiived 
Against  ua  this  deceit:  to  crush  his  head 
Would  be  revenge  indeed ;  which  will  be  lost 
By  death  brought  on  ou:-selves,  or  childless  days 
Besolved  as  thou  proposest;  so  our  foe 
Shall  'scape  bis  punishment  ordained,  and  we 
Instead  bquH  double  oivs  upon  our  beads. 

'  i.  a.  Uie  Bhortwt  v.j. 


No  mora  be  meationed  then  of  violence 
Against  onrselves.  and  wilful  barranoeia, 
That  cuts  us  off  from  hope,  and  savours  only 
Ranoour  and  pride,  impatience  and  despite, 
Eeluotance  ajainst  God  and  hir  j.iBt  joke 
Laid  on  our  necks.    Remember  with  what  mild 
And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  judged 
Without  wrath  or  revilins ;  we  expected 
Immediate  dissolution,  which  we  uionght 
Was  meant  by  death  that  day,  when  lo !  to  thee 
Fains  only  in  child-bearing  were  foratold, 
And  bringing  forth,  soon  recompensed  with  joy. 
Fruit  of  thy  womb ;  on  me  the  curse  aslope 
Glanced  on  the  ground :  with  labour  I  must  earn 
My  bread;  what  harm?    Idleness  had  been  worse ; 
My  labour  will  sustain  me  ;  and  lest  cold 
Or  heat  should  injure  us.  his  timely  care 
Hiith  unhesought  provided,  and  his  hands 
Clothed  us  unworthy,  pitying  while  he  judged; 
How  much  more,  if  we  pray  him.  wil!  his  ear 
Be  open,  and  his  heart  to  pity  inchne, 
And  teach  us  further  by  what  means  to  shun 
Hie  inclement  seasons,  rain,  ice,  bail,  and  snow? 
Which  now  the  sky  with  various  face  begins 
To  show  us  in  this  mountain,  while  the  winds 
Blow  moist  and  keen,  shattering'  the  graceful  locks 
Of  these  fair-spreading  trees;  which  bids  us  seek 
Some  better  shroud,  some  better  warmth  to  cherish 
Our  limbs  benumbed,  ere  this  diurnal  star^ 
Leave  cold  the  night,  how  we  his  gathered  beams 
Reflected,  may  with  matter  sere*  foment; 
Or,  by  collision  of  two  bodies,  grind 
The  air  attrite  to  fire,  ss  late  the  clouds 
JusUing.  or  pushed  with  winds,  rude  in  their  shock, 

'  This  "»h»tl«rin(!"  is  an  exceUent  word,  and  very  erpreraiTe  of 
the  iionBe,  ■baking  or  breaking  to  pieces  ;  and  etymologists  derive  it 
oCiheBeigiiiSclicllcTca;  our  aolbor  liail  as»1  it  before  inbiaLjcidas, 

"  Shatter  jourleavea  before  the  moUowing  year." 
And  "looks  of  Ireeii'"  ia  «  Latiniam;  "  Spiase  nemornmconiK."  Hot. 
Od.  It.  ui.  11;  "  arboribusqae  oomse,"  iy.  liLii. — A(ic<ub. 

*  D17     So  Spenier,  Shepherd's  Calendar,  id.  ii.— 
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Tine*  the  alantligbtnin?,  whose  thwut  flame  diiTendovu 

Kindles  the  gummj  bark  of  fir  or  pine, 

And  eends  a  comfortable  heat  from  far, 

Which  might  supplT  the  sun :  such  fire  to  use. 

And  what  maj  else  bo  remedy  or  cure 

To  evils  which  our  own  misdeeds  have  wrought. 

He  will  instruct  ns  praying,  and  of  grace 

Beseeching  him,  so  as  we  need  not  fear 

To  pass  commodio'iBly  this  life,  BuBtained 

By  him  with  many  comforts,  till  we  end 

In  duBt  OUT  final  rest  and  native  home. 

What  better  can  we  do,  than,  to  the  place 

Repairing  where  he  judged  us,  prostrate  Mi 

Before  hirn  rererant,  and  there  confess 

Humbly  our  faults,  and  pardon  beg,  with  tears 

Watering  the  ground,  ana  with  our  raghs  the  air 

Frequenting,  sent  irom  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 

Of  sorrow  inife^ed,  and  humiliatiou  meek? 

Undoubtedly  he  will  relent  sjid  turn 

From  his  displeasure ;  in  whose  look  serene. 

When  angry  most  he  seemed  and  most  severe.  , 

What  else  but  favour,  grace,  and  mercy  shoiM?' 

So  spake  our  father  penitent,  nor  Eve  i 

Felt  less  remorse :  they  forthwith  to  the  place  . 

Bepairing  where  he  judged  them,  prostrate  fell  ' 

Before  him  reverent,  and  both  coiiessed 
Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begged,  with  tetn         i 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  their  sighs  the  air  ' 

Frequenting,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 
Of  sorrow  unfeigned,  and  humihatton  meek.  | 

*  t.  (.  light,  kindle,  from  the  Ssion  ^wn,  whence  (Ian  M 
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Thus  they,  in  lowliest  pl^ht,  repentaot  stood 

Praying ;  for,  from  the  mercy-seat  above, 

Prerement  grace  descending  had  removed 

The  Btony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  flesh 

B«genei-at«  grow  instead,  that  sighs  now  breathed 

Unutterable,  which  the  Spirit  of  prajej 

Inspired,  and  winged  for  Heaven  with  speedier  flight 

Than  loudest  oratoiy;  yet  their  port 

Not  of  mean  suitors,  nor  important  less 

Seemed  their  petition,  than  when  the  ancient  pair 

In  fables  old,  less  ancient  yet  than  these, 

Deucalion  and  chaste  Pyrrha,  to  restore 

The  race  of  mankind  drowned,  before  the  shrine 

Of  Themis  stood  devouL     To  Heaven  their  prayers 

Flew  up,  nor  niased  the  way,  bj  envious  winds 

Blown  vagabond  or  frustrate ;  m  they  passed 

Dimensionlesa  through  heavenly  doors;  then  clad 

With  incense,  where  the  golden  altar  fumed, 

By  their  great  Intercessor,  came  in  eight 
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Before  the  Father'a  throne :  them  the  glad  Son 
Presenting,  thus  to  intercede  hegan : 

"  See,  Father,  what  flrat-fniita  on  earth  are  spnmg 
From  thj  implanted  grace  in  man ;  these  sigha 
And  praTeiB,  which  in  this  golden  eeoaer,  mixed 
With  incense,  I  thy  priest  before  thee  bring. 
Fruits  of  more  pleasing  savour,  from  thj  seed 
Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart,  than  those 
Which  hJH  own  hand,  maauring  all  the  trees 
Of  Paradise,  could  have  produced,  ere  fallen 
From  innocence.     Now  therefore  bend  thine  ear 
To  supplication ;  hear  his  sighs,  though  mute ; 
Unskillul  with  what  words  to  praj,  let  me 
Interpret  for  him,  me  his  advocate 
And  propitiation : '  all  his  works  on  me. 
Good  or  not  good,  ingraft;  my  merit  those 
Shall  perfect,  and  for  these  m;  death  shall  paj 
Accept  me,  and  in  me  from  these  receive 
The  smell  of  peace  toward  mankind ;  let  him  lire 
Before  thee  reconcOed,  at  least  his  days 
Numbered,  though  sad,  till  death,  his  doom  (wliicJi  I 
To  mitigate  thus  plead,  not  to  reverse). 
To  better  fife  shall  yield  him,  where  with  me 
All  mj  redeemed  ma;  dwell  in  joy  and  bliss. 
Made  one  with  me,  as  I  with  thee  am  one." 

To  whom  the  Father,  without  cloud,  serene  • 
"  All  thy  request  for  man,  accepted  Sou, 
Obtain ;  all  thy  reqjiest  was  my  decree ; 
But  longer  in  that  Paradise  to  dwell. 
The  law  I  gave  to  nature  him  forbids. 
Those  pure  immortal  elements  that  know 
Ho  gross,  no  unhai-monioiis  miKture  foul, 
E|ject  him  tainted  now,  and  purge  him  ofF 
As  a  distemper,  gross  to  air  as  gross, 
And  mortal  food,  as  may  dispose  him  best 
For  dissolution  wrought  by  sin,  that  first 
Distempered  ail  things,  and  of  incorrupt 
Corrupted.     I  at  first  with  two  fair  gifts 
Created  him  endowed,  with  happiness 
And  immortality  r  that  fondly  lost. 
This  other  served  hut  to  etemiae  woe. 
Till  I  provided  death ;  go  death  becomca 
His  final  remedy,  and  after  lite 
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Tried  in  sharp  tribulation,  and  refined 

By  faith  and  faithful  woi^r.  to  second  life, 

waked  in  the  renovation  of  the  .just, 

Beaigns  him  up  with  Heaven  and  earth  reneired. 

But  let  us  oali  to  synod  all  the  blest 

Through  Heaven's  wide  bounds;  from  them  I  will  not  bide 

My  judgments,  how  with  mankind  I  proceed. 

As  how  with  peccant  augels  tate  they  saw. 

And  in  their  statf;,  though  Aim,  stood  more  eonfkrmcd." 

He  ended ;  and  the  Son  gave  signal  high 
To  the  bright  minister  that  watched  :  he  blew 
His  trumpet,  heard  in  Oreb  since  jierhaps 
When  God  deacended,  and  perhaps  once  more 
To  sound  at  general  doom.     The  angelic  blast 
Filled  all  thd  regions ;  from  their  blisalul  bowel's 
Of  amaranthine  shade,  fountain,  or  spring. 
By  the  waters  of  life,  where'er  they  sat 
In  fellowships  of  joy,  the  sons  of  light 
Hasted,  resorting  to  the  summons  high. 
And  took  their  seats;  till  from  his  throne  supreme 
The  Alm^hty  thus  pronounced  his  sovran  will : 

"  O  sons  t  like  one  of  us  man  is  become 
To  know  both  good  aud  evil,  since  his  taste 
Of  that  defended'  fruit;  but  let  him  boast 
His  knowledge  of  good  lost,  and  evil  got ; 
Happier,  had  it  sutficed  him  to  have  known 
Good  by  itself,  and  evil  not  at  all. 
He  sorrows  now,  repents,  and  prays  contrite, 
Mj'  reoliona  in  him  ;  longer  than  they  move, 
His  heart  I  know  how  variable  and  vain. 
Self-left.     Lest  therefore  his  now  bolder  hand 
Reach  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat. 
And  live  for  ever,  dream  at  least  to  live 
For  ever,  to  remove  him  I  decree. 
And  send  him  fi'om  the  garden  forth  to  till 
The  groimd  whence  he  was  taken,  fitter  boO. 

"  Michael,  (his  my  behest  have  thou  in  charge 
Take  to  thee  from  among  the  cherubim 
Thy  choice  of  flamiug  warriors,  lest  the  fiend, 
Or  in  behalf  of  man,  or  to  invade 
Vacant  possession,  some  new  trouble  raise: 
Haste  thee,  and  from  the  Paradise  of  God 
Without  remorse  drive  out  the  sinful  pair, 

>  Forbiddan.    Tha  irord  is  nmilarif  nwd  bjr  Cliuaer. 
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>'ram  hallowed  ground  the  unholy,  and  denmnee 
To  tbem  and  to  their  progeny  from  thence 
Perpetual  banishment    Yet  lest  tbey  faint 
At  the  sad  sentence  rigorously  ui^ed 
(For  I  behold  them  softened,  and  with  tears 
'    fiewaihng  their  excess),  all  terror  hide. 
If  patiently  thy  bidding  they  obey, 
Dismiss  them  not  diaconsokte ;  reveal 
To  Adam  what  bIihII  oome  in  future  days. 
As  I  shall  thee  enlighten :  intermix 
My  covenant  in  the  woman's  seed  renewed ; 
So  send  them  forth,  though  sorrowing,  yet  in  peace; 
And  on  the  east  side  of  the  garden  place. 
Where  entrance  up  from  Eden  easiest  climbs, 
Cheruhio  watch,  and  of  a  sirord  the  flame 
Wide-waving,  all  approach  far  off  to  fright. 
And  guard  all  passage  to  the  tree  of  life ; 
I^est  Paradise  a  receptacle  prove 
To  spirits  foul,  and  all  my  trees  their  prey. 
With  whose  stolen  fruit  man  once  more  to  delud'',' 
He  ceased ;  and  the  archangelic  power  prepared 
For  swift  descent ;  with  him  tbe  cohort  bright 
Of  watchful  cherubim :  four  faces  each 
Had,  like  a  double  Janus ;  all  their  shape 
Spangled  with  eyes,  more  numerous  than  those 
Of  Argus,'  and  more  wakeful  than  to  drowse, 
Charmed  with  Arcadian  pipe,  the  paatoral  reed 
Of  Hermes,  or  his  opiate  rod.'    Meanwhile, 
To  resahite  tbe  world  with  sacred  light, 
Leucotbea*  waked,  and  with  fresh  dews  embalmed 
The  earth ;  when  Adam  and  first  matron  Eve 
Had  ended  now  their  orisons,  and  found 
Strength  added  from  above ;  new  hope  to  spring 
Out  of  despaii  ;  joy,  but  with  fear  yet  linked  ; 
Which  thus  to  Eve  his  welcome  words  renewed: 
"  Eve  !  easily  may  iaith  admit  that  all 
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md  be  lolled  Argua  asleep  and  cot  off  his  heid. 
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The  good  whieh  we  enjoy  from  Heaven  descends : 
But,  that  from  us  aught  should  asc«sd  to  Heaven, 
So  prevalent  as  to  concern  the  mind 
Of  Ood  higfa-blest,  or  to  incline  his  will, 
Hard  to  belief  may  seem ;  yet  this  will  prayer. 
Or  one  short  s^h  of  human  hreath,  upborne 
Even  to  the  seat  of  God.    For  since  I  sought 
By  prayer  the  offended  Deity  to  appease, 
Kneeled,  and  before  him  humbled  all  my  heart, 
Methought  I  saw  him  placable,  and  mild, 
Bendit^  his  ear ;  persuasion  in  me  grew 
That  I  was  heard  with  favour;  peace  returned 
Home  to  mj  breast ;  and  to  my  memory 
His  promise,  that  thy  seed  shall  bruise  our  foe ; 
Which,  then  not  minded  in  dismay,  yet  now 
Assures  me  that  the  bitterness  of  death 
Is  past,  and  we  shill  live.    Whence  haU  t*  thee, 
Eve  rightly  called,  mother  of  all  mankind ! 
Mother  of  all  things  living,  since  by  thee 
Man  is  to  live ;  and  all  things  live  for  man." 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  sad  demeanour  meek : 
"  Ill-worthy  I,  such  title  ahould  belong 
To  me  transgressor !  who,  for  thee  ordained 
A  help,  became  thy  snare  :  to  me  reproach 
Bather  belongs,  distrust,  and  ell  dispraise. 
But  infinite  in  pardon  was  my  Judge, 
That  I,  who  first  brought  death  on  all,  am  graced 
The  source  of  life  :  next  favourable  thou, 
Who  highly  thus  to  entitle  me  vouchsaTst, 
Far  other  name  deserving.     But  the  field 
To  labour  calls  us.  now  witb  sweat  imposed, 
Though  after  deepless  night;  for  seel  the  mom, 
All  unconcerned  with  our  unrest,  begins 
Her  rosy  progress  smiling :  let  us  forth ; 
I  never  from  thy  side  henceforth  to  stray, 
Where'er  our  day's  work  lies,  though  now  enjoined 
Laborious  till  day  droop ;  while  here  we  dwell, 
What  can  be  toilsome  in  these  pleasant  walks  ? 
Here  let  us  live,  though  in  fallen  state,  content '." 

So  spake,  so  wished,  much-bumbled  Eve ;  but  fata 
Subscribed'  not :  nature  first  gave  signs,  impretised 
1  Consented.    80  in  Meastire  lor  Heasore,  act  u.: — 
"  Admit  no  other  way  to  save  his  Ufe, 
As  I  aabaciibe  not." 
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On  bird,  beast,  air :  nir  suddenly  eclipsed, 
After  short  blush  of  mom ;  nigh  in  her  sight 
The  bird  of  Jove,  stooped  trom  his  «ry  tour. 
Two  birds  of  gayest  plume  before  him  drove ; 
Down  fiom  a  hill  tbe  beast  that  reigns  in  woods. 
First  hunter  then,  pursoed  a  gentle  brace. 
Goodliest  of  all  the  forest,  hart  and  hind; 
Direct  to  the  eastern  gate  was  bent  their  fligbt. 
Adam  observed,  and  with  his  eye  the  chase 
I'ui-suing,  not  unnioved,  to  E^e  thus  spake: 

"  0  Ere !  some  further  change  awaits  us  nigh. 
Which  Heaven,  by  these  mute  mgns  of  nature,  shows 
Forerunners  of  his  purpose :  or  to  warn 
Us.  haply  too  secure  of  our  discharjje 
From  penalty,  because  from  death  released 
Some  days :  bow  long,  and  what  till  then  our  life. 
Who  knows?  or  more  than  this,  that  we  are  dust. 
And  thither  must  return,  au.d  be  no  more  ? 
Why  else  this  double  object  in  our  sight 
Of  flight  pursued  in  tbe  air.  and  o'er  tbe  ground. 
One  way  the  self-same  hour  ?  why  in  the  east 
Darkness  ere  duy's  mid-course,  and  morning-light 
More  orient  in  jon  western  cloud,  that  draws 
O'er  the  blue  firmament  a  radiant  white. 
And  slow  descends  with  something  heavenly  fraught?' 

He  en'ed  not;  for  by  this  the  heavenly  bands 
Down  from  the  sky  of  jasper  lighted  now 
In  Paradise,  and  on  a  bill  made  halt, 
A  glorious  apparition,  bad  not  doubt 
And  carnal  tear  that  day  dimmed  Adam's  eye. 
Not  that  more  glorious,  when  Ibe  angels  met 
Jacob  in  Mahanaim,'  where  he  saw 
Tbe  field  pavilioned  wi:h  his  guardians  bright ; 
Nor  tliat.  which  on  the  flaming  mount  appeared 
In  Dothan,^  covered  with  a  camp  of  fire. 
Against  the  Syrian  king ;  who,  to  surprise 
One  man,  assassin  like,  had  levied  war.' 
War  unproclaimed.    The  princely  hieraroh 
In  their  bright  stand  there  left  his  powers,  to  seize 

>  Gen.  mil,  1.  '  S  EiDgs,  ri.  13,  eqq. 
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a  of  the  garden :  he  alone, 
To  find  where  Adam  sheltered,  took  his  waj ; 
Not  UDpercciTed  of  Adam,  who  to  fjye, 
While  the  great  visitant  approached,  thua  spake : 

"  Eve,  now  expect  great  tidings,  which  pei'liapa 
Of  us  will  Boon  determine,  or  impose 
New  laws  to  he  observed ;  for  I  descry. 
From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veils  the  hill. 
One  of  the  heavenly  host,  aud,  by  his  gait. 
None  of  the  meanest ;  some  great  jpolentata. 
Or  of  the  thrones  above ;  such  majeslj 
Invests  him  coming !  jet  not  terrible, 
That  I  should  fear ;  nor  sociably  mild, 
As  Baphael,  that  I  shcild  much  coniide ; 
But  solemn  and  sublime ;  whom,  not  to  offend, 
With  reverence  I  must  meet,  and  thou  retii-e." 
He  ended :  and  the  archangel  soon  drew  nigh. 
Not  in  his  shape  celestial,  but  as  man 
Clad  to  meet  man ;  over  his  lucid  arms 
A  militarr  vest  of  purple  flowed. 
Livelier  than  Melibican,'  or  the  grain 
Of  Sarra,*  worn  by  kings  and  heroes  old 
In  time  of  truce ;  Iris  had  dipped  the  woof: 
His  starry  helm  (inbuckled  showed  him  prime 
Id  manhood  where  youth  ended:  by  his  side, 
As  in  a  glistering  zodiac,  hung  the  sword, 
Satan's  dire  dread ;  and  iu  his  hand  the  speu. 
Adam  1  owed  low:  he,  kingly,  from  his  state 
Inclined  not,  but  his  coming  thus  declared' 

"  Adam  !  Heaven's  high  behest  no  preface  needs : 
Sufficient  that  thy  prayers  are  heard ;  and  Death, 
Then  due  by  sentence  wlien  thou  didst  tiansgreas. 
Defeated  of  his  seizure :  many  days 
Given  thee  of  grace,  wherein  thou  mayst  repent, 
And  one  bad  act  with  many  deeds  well  done 
Mayst  cover :  well  may  then  thy  Lord,  appeased, 
Bedeem  thee  quite  from  Death's  rapacious  claim ; 
But  laager  in  this  Paradise  to  dwell 
Permits  not :  to  remove  thee  I  am  com?, 
And  send  thee  Irom  the  garden  forth,  to  till 
The  ground  whence  thou  wast  taken ;  fitter  soU." 

>  So  cBlled  from  a  lity  of  Thessaly,  fiunoiu  for  ths  otnm, 
pnrple-flsh,  there  canghL 
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He  added  not ;  for  Adam  at  the  newa 
Heart-struclc  with  chiUine  gripe  of  sorrow  stood 
That  all  hta  sensea  bouad:  Eve,  who  unseen 
Tet  all  had  heard,  with  audihle  lament 
Discovered  soon  the  place  of  her  retire: 

"  Oh,  unexpected  stroke,  worse  than  of  death  1 
Must  I  thus  leave  thee,  Paradise  ?  thus  leave 
Thee,  native  soil,  these  happy  walks  and  shades, 
Fit  haunt  of  gods  ?  where  I  had  hope  to  spend. 
Quiet,  tliough  sad,  the  respite  of  &e.t  da; 
That  must  he  mortal  to  uH  both.    O  flowers, 
That  never  will  in  other  climate  grow, 
M7  earlj  visitation,  and  my  last 
At  even,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  hand 
From  the  first  opening  bud,  and  gave  ye  names ; 
Who  now  shall  rear  ye  to  the  sun,  or  rank 
Tour  tribes,  and  water  from  the  ambrosial  fount  ? 
Thee  lastly,  nuptial  bower,  by  me  adorned. 
With  what  to  sight  or^imell  was  sweet;  from  thee 
How  shtJl  I  part,  and  whither  wander  down 
Into  a  lower  world,  to  this  obscure 
And  wild  ?  how  shall  we  breathe  in  other  air 
Less  pure,  accustomed  to  immortal  fruits?" 

Whom  thus  the  angel  interrupted  mild: 
"  Lament  not.  Eve,  but  patiently  resign 
What  justly  thou  bast  tost:  nor  se:  tliy  heart, 
Thus  over-fond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine : 
Thy  going  is  not  lonely;  with  thee  goes 
Thy  husband ;  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound ; 
Where  he  abides,  think  there  thy  native  soil." 

Adam,  by  this  from  the  cold  sudden  damp 
Becovering,  and  his  scattered  spirits  returned. 
To  Michael  thus  bis  humble  words  addressed; 

"  Celestial,  whether  among  the  thrones,  or  named 
Of  them  the  highest,  for  such  of  shape  may  seem 
Prince  above  princes,  gently  haat  thou  told 
Thy  message,  which  might  else  in  telling  wound. 
And  in  performing  end  us ;  what  besides 
Of  sorrow  and  dejection  ajid  despsir 
Our  frailty  can  sustain,  thy  tidings  bring, 
Departure  from  this  happy  place,  our  sweet 
Recess,  and  only  consolation  left 
Familiar  to  our  eyes;  all  places  elsfl 
Inhospitable  appear  and  desolate, 
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Nor  knowing  us  nor  known :  and  if  by.  prayer 

InceaaanC  1  could  hope  to  change  the  wil] 

Of  bim  who  all  things  can,  I  would  not  ceaae 

To  weary  him  with  my  assiduous  cries; 

But  prayer  against  his  ahsolute  decree 

No  more  avails  than  breath  against  the  wind. 

Blown  stifling  back  on  him  that  hreatbea  it  forth: 

Therefore  to  his  great  bidding  I  submit. 

This  most  afflicts  me,  that,  departing  hence, 

Aa  from  his  face  I  fihall  he  hid,  deprived 

His  blessed  countenance ;  here  I  could  frequent 

With  woTBhip  place  by  place  where  he  vouchsafed 

Presence  divine,  and  to  my  sons  relate, 

On  this  mount  he  appeared ;  under  this  tree 

Stood  visible ;  among  these  pines  his  voice 

Iheard;  herewith  him  at  this  fountain  talked; 

So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 

Of  grassy  turf,  and  pile  up  every  stone 

Of  lustre  from  the  brook,  in  memory, 

Or  monument  to  ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  sweet  smelling  gums,  and  fi-uits,  and  flowers. 

In  yonder  nethei  world  where  shell  I  seek 

His  bright  appearances,  or  footstep  trace  ? 

For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet,  recalled 

To  life  prolonged  and  promised  race,  I  now 

Gladly  behold  though  but  bis  utmost  skirts' 

Of  glory,  and  fEir  off  his  steps  adore." 

To  whom  thus  Michael  with  regard  benign: 
"  Adam,  thou  knowest  Heaven  his,  and  all  the  eaiCi, 
Not  this  rock  only ;  his  omnipresence  fills 
Land,  sea,  and  air,  and  every  kind  that  lives, 
Fomented  by  his  virtual  power  and  warmed ; 
All  the  earth  he  gave  thee  to  possess  and  rule. 
No  despicable  giJt ;  surmise  not  Uien 
Hie  presence  to  these  narrow  bounds  confined 
Of  Paradise  or  Eden  :  this  had  bees 
Perhaps  thy  capital  seat,  from  whence  had  spread. 
All  generations,  and  had  hither  come 
From  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  c«lebrato 
And  reverenee  thee  their  great  progenitor. 
But  this  pre-eminence  thou  hast  lost,  brought  doira 
To  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  sons; 
Yet  doubt  not  but  in  valley  and  in  plain 
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God  is  as  here,  find  will  be  found  alike 
Present,  and  of  hia  presance  many  a,  sign 
Still  following  thee,  still  comnaaaing  thee  round 
With  goodness  and  paternal  love,  his  face 
Express,  and  of  hia  steps  the  ti-ack  divine. 
Which  that  thou  mayst  believe,  and  be  coufimied 
Ere  thou  from  hence  depart,  know  I  am  sent 
To  show  thee  what  shall  oome  in  future  days 
To  thee  and  to  thy  offspring ;  good  with  bad 
Expect  to  hear,  supernal  grace  contendiog 
With  sinfulness  of  men ;  thereby  to  learu 
True  patience,  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear, 
And  pious  soirow,  equally  inured 
By  moderation  either  state  to  bear, 
Prosperous  or  adverse :  so  shalt  thou  lead 
Safest  thy  life,  and  best  prepoi'ed  endure 
Th^  mortal  pas.sage  when  it  comes.    Ascend 
This  hill ;  let  Eve  (for  I  have  drenched  her  eyes) 
Here  sleep  below,  while  thou  to  foresight  wakest ; 
As  once  thou  slept'st,  while  she  to  life  was  formed." 

To  whom  thus  Adam  gratefully  replied ; 
"  Aacend ;  I  follow  thee,  safe  guide,  the  path 
Thou  lead'st  me,  and  to  the  hand  of  Heaven  submit. 
However  chastening;  to  the  evil  turn 
My  obvious  breast ;  arming  to  overcome 
By  suffering,  and  earn  rest  from  labour  won. 
If  so  I  may  attain."     So  both  ascend 
In  the  visions  of  God.     It  was  a  hill 
Of  Paradise  the  highest,  from  whose  top 
The  hemisphere  of  earth  in  clearest  ken 
Stretched  out  to  the  amplest  reach  of  prospect  lay. 
Not  higher  that  hill  nor  wider  looking  round, 
Whereon  for  different  cause  the  tempter  set 
Our  second  Adam  tn  the  wUdernesa, 
To  show  him  all  earth's  kingdoms  and  tlieir  glory. 
His  eye  might  there  command  whetefer  stood 
City  of  old  or  modem  fame,  the  seat 
Of  mightiest  empire,  from  the  destined  walls 
Of  Cambalu,'  seat  of  Cathaian  Can, 

>  He  first  takeo  a  view  gf  Asia,  and  thers  of  (he  northern  Tarts, 
"the  destinea  walla  "  not  yel  in  beinR.bnt  deEigned  to  be  (which  is  to 
be  QDderstouil  of  all  The  rcsl)  "  of  Csmhnln,  seat  of  Cathaian  Can," 
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tlie  Chama ;  "  aod  Sftmatdiaad  b;  Oios,"  the  ehief  citjr  of  ZagaOioiaii 


And  Stunarcliand  by  Oiub,  Temir'a  throne. 
To  Paquia  orSincean  kings;  and  thence 
To  Agm  and  Labor,  of  great  Mogul, 
Down  to  the  golden  Chersonese;  or  where 
The  Persian  in  Ecbataji  sat,  or  since 

Id  Hispaban;  or  where  the  Russian  Ksttr 

In  Masco,  or  the  Sultan  in  Bizanoe, 

Turcbestan-bom ;  nor  could  his  eye  not  ken 

The  empire  of  Negus  to  bis  otmoat  port, 

Ercoco,  and  the  less  maritime  kings, 

Mombaza,  and  Quiloa,  and  Melind, 

And  Sofala  thought  Ophir,  to  the  realm 

or  Congo,  and  An^la  farthest  south ; 

Or  thence  from  Niger  flood  to  Atlas  moun^ 

The  kingdoms  of  AlmuiBOi,  Fez  and  Sua, 

Marocco,  and  Algiers,  and  Tremisen ; 

Tartary,  near  the  river  Oini ;  "  Temir's  throne,"  the  liirthplme  and 
rojal  reeidence  of  Tunerlans;  tmd  from  the  northern  lie  iiuscb  lo 
the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  Asia;  "to  Paquin,"  or  I'ekin,  of 
"  Siatean  kLngs,"  the  royal  city  of  China,  tbe  country  ot  the  ancient 
Sinn,  mentioned  by  Plolemy,  "  and  Ihanca  to  Agra  snd  Lahor,"  two 

CheraoDese,"  that  is,  Malacca,  the  moBt  eualhem  pramontory  of  th« 
East  Indies,  so  called  on  account  of  iu  richea,  to  distinguish  u  from 
the  other  Cheraoneaea,  or  |>eninsulaa ;  "  or  where  the  Feratui  in 
Ecbatansat,"  Ecbalans,  brmerly  the  capital  city  of  Persia  ;■' or  sinoa 
in  Hiapahan,"  the  capital  city  at  present;  "or  where  the  Koeoan 
Kaac,"  the  Ciarof  Muscovy  ^  "  luMmtco,"  tiie  metropolis  of  allEuasia; 
"or  tbe  Sultan  in  Bizsnee,"  the  Grand  Signior  in  Constantinople, 
formerly  Byzantium ;  "  Tui-cheslan-boni."  as  the  Turks  same  from 
TuichesUii,  a  province  of  Tartatr ;  he  reckons  theee  to  Asia,  aa  they 
sre  adjoining,  and  great  part  cf  their  territohca  lie  in  Asia.  He 
passes  now  into  Africa;  "nor  could  his  eye  not  ken  the  empira  of 
Negna,'  the  Upper  Ethiopia,  or  the  land  of  the  Abysaininns,  subject 
to  one  sovereign,  styled  in  their  own  language  Negns  or  king,  and  bj 
the  Europeans  Prealer  John;  "to  hia  utmost  port  Ercoco,"  or  Erquico, 
oathe  Ited  Sea,  the  north-east  boundary  of  the  Abyesinian  empire; 
"and  the  lees  maritime  kinga,"  the  lesser  kin gdoma  on  the  sea  cuasl; 
"  Hombaza.  and  Quiloa,  and  Melmd,"  all  near  the  line  in  Zanguebai, 
a  great  region  of  the  Lower  Ethiopia,  on  the  eastern  or  Indian  sea, 
and  anbiect  to  the  Portuguese ;  "  and  Solala,  thought  Ophir,"  another 
kingdom  and  city  on  the  same  sea,  mistaken  by  Purchas  and  others 
for  Ophir,  whence  Solomon  brought  gold ;  "to  tbe  realm  of  Congo,"  a 
kingilum  in  the  lower  Ethiopia,  on  the  western  share,  as  Ihe  others 

xntth  of  Congo:  "or  thence  from  Niger  flood,"  tbe  liver  Niger, 
that diTidesNegroland  into  two  nana;  "to  Atlas  mount"  iii  the  most 
western  parts  of  Africa;  "  the  kingdoms  of  Almansor,"  the  coontriL'S 
OTU  which  Almansor  was  king,  namely,  "  Fez  and  Sua,  Uaioceo  and 


ST4  HILTON  S   FOBTICU.  VOBES.  *.  ir.4ai— 431. 

On  Europe  thence,  and  where  Rome  was  to  sway 

The  world :  in  spirit  perhaps  he  also  saw 
Rich  Meuco,  the  ee&t  of  Montezume, 
And  Ciisco.  in  Peru,  the  richer  seat 
Of  Atabalipa,  and  jet  unspoiled 
Ouiana,  whose  great  citj  Gerjon's  sons 
Call  El  Dorado;  but  to  nobler  sights 
Michael  from  Adam's  eyes  the  film  removed, 
Wliich  that  false  fruit  that  promised  clearer  sight 
Had  bred;  then  purged  widi  euphrasy'  and  ma 
The  visual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  see ; 
And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  instilled. 
So  deep  the  power  of  these  ingredients  pierced, 
E'eu  to  the  inmost  seat  of  mental  sight, 
That  Adam,  oow  enforced  to  close  his  ejres. 
Sunk  down,  and  all  his  spirits  became  entranced; 
.    But  him  the  gentle  angel  by  the  hand 

Soon  raised,  and  his  attention  thus  recalled : 

■'  Adftia,  now  ope  thine  ejes,  and  first  behold 
The  effects  which  thy  original  crime  hath  wroueht 
In  some  to  spring  from  thee,  who  never  touched 
The  escepted  tree,  nor  with  the  snake  conspired, 
Nor  sinned  thv  sin,  yet  from  that  sin  derive 
CoiTuption  to  Dring  forth  more  violent  deeds." 

His  eyes  he  opened,  and  beheld  a  field, 
Pert  (u-able  and  tOth,  whereon  were  sheaves 
New  reaped,  the  other  part  sheep-walks  and  folds ; 
I'  the  midst  an  altar  as  the  laninark  stood. 
Rustic,  of  grassy  sord  ;*  thither  anon 

Algiers,  and  Tremiaen."  all  kiiiedoms  in  BubsTj.    After  AMea  he 

the  world:"  the  less  is  said  of  Europe  Bait  is  so  well  known.  "Is 
ipiiit  perhaps  he  also  saw,"  hs  could  not  aee  it  otherwise,  as  Atoerict 
was  OD  the  oppoaite  aids  of  the  globe;  "rich  Meiico,"  in  Nonh 
America.  "  the  seat  of  Montezume,"  who  waa  aabdaed  by  the  Spanish 
general  Corlea;  "  and  Cuseo  in  Peru,"  in  Sonlh  America.  "  the  richer 
seat  of  At&balipa,"  the  last  emperoT  sabdoed  hy  the  Spanish  general 
Pizarm;  "and  jet  nnspoiled  Gniana,''  another  eonntij  of  Soalh 
Anierica,  not  EheninTaded  and  spoiled;  "wboee  great  citji"  nameij 
Uanhoa,  "  Gerjon's  aons,"  the  Spaniarda,  from  Qerjon,  an  ancient 
king  of  Spain, "  caU  El  Dorado,"  or  the  golden  city,  on  account  of  ila 
richoesa  aud  eileul.  And  thna  he  surreys  the  four  diS'erent  parti  of 
the  world,  but,  it  must  be  confessed,  more  wiUi  an  oalentstion  of 
learning,  than  with  any  additional  beauty  to  the  poem- — Newton. 
I  Or  eye-bright.  »  Sweid,  Ewanl,  tnrf. 


A  Bwe&ly  reaper  from  his  tillage  brought 
First-fruits,  Uie  greea  ear,  and  the  yellow  sheaf, 
tinoulled,  ae  came  t«  hand ;  a  shepherd  next. 
More  meek,  came  with  the  firstlings  of  his  flock. 
Choicest  and  best;  then  sacrificing,  laid 
The  inwards  and  their  fat,  with  incense  strewed, 
On  the  cleft  wood,  and  all  due  ntea  performed: 
His  offering  soon  propitious  fire  from  Heaven 
Consumed  with  nimble  glance  and  grateful  steam ; 
The  othei's  not,  for  his  was  not  sincere : 
Whereat  he  inl;  raged ;  and,  as  they  talked. 
Smote  him  into  the  midriff  with  a  stone 
That  beat  out  life :  he  fell,  and.  deadly  pale. 
Groaned  out  his  soul  with  gushing  blood  efftised. 
Much  at  that  ^ht  was  Adam  in  his  heart 
Dismayed;  and  thus,  in  haste,  to  the  angel  cried : 

"Oteacherl  some  great  mischief  had  befallen 
To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  sacrificed  1 
Is  piety  thus  and  pure  devotion  paid  ?  " 

To  whom  Michael  thua,  he  also  moved,  replied: 
"These  two  are  brethren,  Adam,  and  to  come 
■  Out  of  thy  loins;  the  unjust  the  just  hath  slain. 
For  envy  that  his  brother's  offering  found 
From  Heaven  acceptance ;  but  the  bloody  fact 
Will  be  avenged,  and  the  other's  faith,  approved. 
Lose  no  rewBjd,  though  here  thou  see  him  die. 
Rolling  in  dust  and  gore."    To  which  our  sire : 

"Alas I  both  for  the  deed  and  for  the  cause! 
But  have  I  now  seen  death  ?    Is  this  the  way 
I  must  return  to  native  dust?    Oh,  sight 
Of  terror,  foul  and  ugly  to  behold ! 
Horrid  to  think !  how  horrible  to  feel ! " 

To  whom  thus  Michael ;  "  Death  thou  hast  soea 
In  his  first  shape  oa  man ;  but  many  shapes 


Of  Death,  and  many  are  the  ways  that  lead 

To  his  grim  cave,  all  dismal ;  yet' 

More  terrible  at  the  entrance  uiar 


To  his  grim  ci 

rrible 

a  thou  saw'st,  by  violent  stroke  shall  die ; 
By  fire,  flood,  famine;  by  intemperance  more 
In  meats  and  drinks,  which  on  die  earth  shall  bri: 
Diseases  dire,  of  which  a  monstrous  crew 
Before  thee  shall  appear,  that  thou  mayst  know 
What  misery  the  inabstinence  of  Eve 
Shall  bring  on  men."    Immediately  a  place 
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Before  his  eyes  apx>eared,  sad.  noisome,  dai'k ; 
A  ItwHi-house  it  seemed,  wherein  were  laid 
Numbera  of  all  diseased,  all  maladies 
Of  ghastly  epasm,  or  racking  torture,  qualms 
Of  hean-sick  agony ;  all  feverous  kinds, 
ConTulaons,  epilepsiea,  fierce  catarrhs. 
Intestine  stone  and  ulcer,  colic  pangs, 
Demoniax;  frenzy,  moping  melancholy, 
And  moon-strucK  maaness,  pining  atiopby. 
Marasmus,  and  wide-waaUng  pestilence. 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  joint-rackii:^  rheums. 
Dire  was  the  tossing,  deep  the  groans ;  Despair 
Tended  the  sick  bu^est  irom  couch  to  couch ; 
And  DTBr  them  triumphant  Death  his  dart 
Shook,  but  delayed  to  strike,  though  oft  invoked 
With  TOWS,  as  their  chief  good,  and  final  hope. 
Sight  BO  deform,  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 
Dry-eyed  behold?    Adam  could  not,  but  wept, 
Thoi^h  not  of  woman  bom;  compassion  quelled 
His  best  of  man,  and  gave  him  up  to  tears 
A  space,  till  firmer  thoughts  restrained  excess; 
And.  Bcaree  recovering  words,  his  plaint  renewed : 

"  Oh,  miserable  mankind !  to  what  fall 
Degraded !  to  what  wretched  state  reserved ! 
Better  end  here  unborn.     Why  is  life  given 
To  be  thus  wrested  from  us?  ratherwhy 
Obtruded  on  lis  thus  ?  who,  if  we  knew 
What  we  receive,  would  either  not  accept 
Life  ofiered,  or  soon  beg  to  lay  it  down. 
Glad  to  be  so  dismissed  in  peace.     Can  thus 
The  image  of  God,  in  man  created  once 
So  goodly  and  erect,  though  faulty  since, 
To  such  unsightly  sufi^rings  be  debased 
Under  inhuman  pains?     Why  should  not  man. 
Retaining  still  divine  simiUtude 
In  part,  from  such  defonnities  be  free, 
And  for  his  Iklaker's  image  sake  esenntt?" 

"Their  Maker's  image,"  answered  Michael,  "then 
Forsook  them,  when  themselves  they  vilified 
To  serve  ungoverned  appetite,  and  took 
His  image  whom  they  served,  a  brutish  vice. 
Inductive  mainly  to  the  sin  of  Eve. 
Therefore  so  abject  is  their  punishment. 
Disfiguring  not  God's  likeness,  but  their  own ; 
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Or,  if  his  likeness,  by  themselves  defaced, 
While  they  pervert  pure  nature's  healthful  rules 
To  loathsome  sickness ;  worthily,  since  they 
God's  image  did  not  reverence  in  themselyes." 

"lyielditjust,"  said  Adam,  "and  submit. 
But  is  there  yet  no  other  way,  besides 
These  painful  passages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatural  dust?" 

"Thereis,"  said  Michael,  "  if  thou  well  observe 
The  ruls  of  not  too  much,  hy  temperance  taught. 
In  what  thou  eat'st  and  drinVst,  seekiug  from  thence 
Due  nourishment,  not  gluttonous  delight, 
Till  miny  vears  over  thy  head  return  : 
So  mavst  thou  live,  till  like  ripe  fruit  thou  drop 
Into  tfiy  mother's  lap,  or  be  with  ease 
Gathered,  not  harshly  plucked,  for  death  mature  : 
This  is  old  age ;  but  then  thou  must  oudive 
Thy  youth,  thy  strength,  thy  beauty,  which  will  ohanjp> 
To  withered,  weak,  and  gray;  thy  senses  then 
Obtuse,  all  taste  of  pleasure  must  forego, 
To  what  thou  hast ;  and  for  the  air  of  youth. 
Hopeful  and  cheerful,  in  thy  blood  will  reign 
A  melancholy  damp  of  cold  and  dry 
To  weigh  thy  spirits  down,  and  laat  consume 
The  balm  of  life."    To  whom  our  ancestor : 

"  Henceforth  I  fly  not  death,  nor  would  prolong 
Life  much,  bent  raflier  how  I  may  be  quit. 
Fairest  and  easiest,  of  this  cumbrous  charge, 
Which  I  must  keep  till  my  appointed  day 
Of  rendering  up,  and  patiently  attend 
My  dissolution."    Michael  replied : 

"  Nor  love  thy  hfe,  nor  hate ;  but  what  thou  liv'st 
IJTe  well ;  how  long  or  short,  permit  to  Heaven : 
And  now  prepare  thee  for  anouier  sight." 

He  looked,  and  saw  a  spacious  plain,  whereon 
Were  tents  of  various  hue ;  by  some  were  herds 
Of  cattle  graring ;  others,  whence  the  sound 
Of  instruments  that  made  melodious  chime 
Was  heard,  of  harp  and  organ ;  and  who  moved 
Their  slops  and  chords  was  seen ;  his  volant  touch 
Instinct  through  all  proportions  low  and  high 
Fled  and  pursued  transverse  the  resonant  fugue. 
In  other  part  stood  one  who  at  the- forge 
Labouring,  two  massy  clods  of  iron  and  brass 

r  .Google 
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Hod  melted  (wbether  found  where  cb«ub1  fire 

Hod  wasted  woods  on  mountain  or  in  Tale, 

Down  to  the  Teine  of  eailli.  thenoe  glidine  hot 

To  some  cave's  mouth,  or  whether  waehed  hj  etream 

From  under  nuund) ;  the  liquid  ore  he  drained 

Into  fit  moulds  prepared ;  from  which  he  formed, 

First,  his  own  tools;  then,  what  might  else  be  wrought 

Fusil  or  graien  in  metal.    After  these, 

But  on  the  hither  aide,  a  difierent  sort 

Fiom  the  high  neighbouring  hills,  which  was  their  aeut, 

Down  to  the  plain  descended :  by  their  guise, 

Just  men  they  seemed,  and  ali  their  study  hent 

To  worship  Ood  ar^ht.  and  know  his  works 

Not  bid,  nor  those  Oiings  last  which  might  preserre 

Freedom  and  peace  to  men :  the;  on  the  plain 

Long  had  not  walked,  when  from  the  tents,  heboid  I 

A  bevy  of  fair  women,  richly  gay 

■"rees ;  to  me  b 


The  men,  though  grave,  eyed  them,  and  let  their  eyes 

Bove  without  rein,  till,  in  the  amorous  net 

Fast  caught,  they  liked,  and  each  bis  likii^  chose; 

And  now  of  love  they  treat,  till  the  evening  star. 

Love's  harbinger,  appeared ;  then  all  in  heat 

They  light  the  nuptial  torch,  and  hid  invoke 

Hymen,  then  first  to  marriage  rites  invoked : 

With  feast  and  music  all  the  tents  resovmd. 

Such  happy  interview  and  fair  event 

Of  love  and  youth  not  lost,  songs,  garlands,  flowers. 

And  charming  symphonies,  attached  the  heart 

Of  Adam,  soon  inclined  to  admit  dehght. 

The  bent  of  nature ;  which  he  thiis  eipressed ; 

"  True  Opener  of  mine  eyes !  prime  angel  blest ! 
Much  better  seems  this  vision,  and  more  hope 
Of  peaceful  days  portends,  than  those  two  past: 
Those  were  of  nate  and  death,  or  pain  much  worse. 
Here  nature  seems  fulfilled  in  allner  ends." 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  "  Judge  not  what  is  bei^t 
By  pleasure,  thoi^h  to  nature  seeming  meet. 
Created  as  thou  art  to  nobler  end. 
Holy  and  pure,  conformity  divine. 
Those  tents  thou  saVst  so  pleasant,  were  the  tents 
Of  wickedness,  wherein  shtul  dwell  his  race 
Who  slew  his  brother ;  studious  they  appear 


Of  avta  that  polish  life,  im 

Unmindful  m  their  Maker,  though  his  Spirit 

I'lkught  them ;  but  they  his  gifts  aclmowledged  none. 

Yet  the;  a  heauteouB  diEFq>ring  ehall  beget ; 

For  that  fair  female  troop  thou  aaw'st,  tliat  seemed 

Of  goddesses,  so  blithe,  so  smooth,  bo  gay, 

Yet  empty  of  all  good,  wherein  consists 

Woman's  domestic  honour  and  chief  praise. 

Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  tasta 

Of  lustful  appetence,  to  sing,  to  dance. 

To  dress,  and  troll  the  tongue,  and  roll  the  aye ; 

To  these  that  sober  race  of  men,'  whose  Hres 

Religious  titled  them  the  sons  of  Ood. 

Shall  yield  up  aU  their  virtue,  all  their  fame, 

Ignobly,  to  the  trains  and  to  the  smiles 

Of  these  fair  atheists ;  and  now  swim  in  joy, 

Ere  long  to  swim  at  large ;  and  laugh,  for  which 

The  wond,  ere  long,  a  world*  of  teare  must  weep." 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  of  short  joy  bereft: 
"  Oh,  pi^  and  shame,  that  they,  who  to  live  well 
Entered  so  lair,  should  turn  aside  to  tread 
Paths  indirect,  or  in  the  midway  fointl 
But  still  I  see  the  tenor  of  man's  woe 
Holds  on  the  same,  from  woman  to  hegin." 

"  From  man's  effeminate  slackness  it  begins," 
Said  the  angel,  "  who  should  better  hold  hia  place 
£y  wisdom,  and  superior  gifts  receiTed. 
But  now  prepare  thee  for  another  scene." 

He  looked,  and  saw  wide  territory  spread 
Before  him;  (owns,  and  rural  works  between; 
Citiea  of  men  with  lofty  gates  and  towers, 
Concourse  in  arms,  fierce  faces  threatening  war, 
Giants  of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprise ;' 
Part  wield  their  arms,  part  curb  the  foaming  steed, 
Sinele,  or  in  array  of  battle  ranged, 
BotQ  horse  and  foot ;  nor  idly  mtistering  stood : 
One  way  a  band  select  &om  foraee  drireB 
A  herd  of  beevea,  fair  oxen  and  fair  kine, 
From  a  fat  meadow-ground;  or  fleecy  flock. 

>  See  Qen.  vi.  2.     The  sons  of  Seth  aie  meani 
'  Tbeie  «  the  aarae  jingle  in  ii.  II. 

"  That  broaght  into  thid  world  a  merld  oS  wvt,' 
^  Enterprise. 
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Ewes  and  their  bleating  Iambs,  over  the  plain, 

Their  booty ;  scarce  with  life  the  shepheria  fly, 

But  call  in  aid,  which  makes  a  bloody  &ay : 

With  cruel  tournament  the  eqnadroua  join ; 

Where  cattle  pastured  late,  now  scattered  lies 

With  carcasses  and  arms  the  ensanguined  field, 

Deeerted.     Others  t«  a  city  strODg 

Lay  siege,  encamped,  by  battery,  scale,  and  mine. 

Assaulting:  others  from  the  wall  defend, 

With  dait  and  javelm,  stonps,  and  swlphorous  fire : 

On  each  hand  slaughter,  and  gigantic  deeds. 

In  other  ^lart  the  sceptred  heralds  call 

To  council,  in  the  city  gates :  anon 

Gray-headed  men  and  grave,  with  wan-iora  mised, 

Assemble,  and  harangues  are  beard ;  but  sooa. 

In  factious  opposition ;  till  at  last 

Of  middle  age  one  rising,  eminent 

In  wise  deport,  spaie  much  of  right  and  wrong, 

Of  justice,  of  rehgion,  trutli,  and  peace. 

And  judgment  from  above  ;  him  old  and  young 

Exploded,  and  had  seized  with  violent  hands, 

Had  not  a  cloud  descending  snatched  liim  thence, 

Unseen  amid  the  throng :  so  violence 

Pi'ooeedcd,  and  oppression,  and  sword-law. 

Through  all  the  plain;  and  refuge  none  was  found. 

Adaiu  was  all  in  tears,  and  to  his  guide 
Lamenting  turned  full  sad  ;  ■'  Oh,  what  are  these? 
Death's  ministers,  not  men !  who  thus  deal  death 
Inhumanly  to  men,  and  multiply 
Ten  thousandfold  the  sin  of  him  who  slew 
His  brother ;  for  of  whom  such  massacre 
Make  they,  but  of  their  brethren,  men  of  men? 
But  who  was  that  just  man,  whom  had  not  Heaven 
Bescued,  had  in  bis  righteousness  been  lost  ?" 

To  whom  thus  Michael ;  "  These  are  tlie  product 
Of  those  ill-mated  marriages  thou  saw'st ; 
Where  good  with  bad  were  matehed,  who  of  themselves 
Abhor  to  join;  and  by  imprudence  mixed, 
Produce  prodigious  births  of  body  or  mind. 
Such  were  these  giants,  men  of  high  renown  ; 
For  in  tho^  days  might  only  shall  be  admired. 
And  valour  and  heroic  virtue  called : 
To  overcome  in  battle,  and  subdue 
Nations,  and  bring  htnne  spoils  with  infinite 
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Man-slaughter,  ehsll  be  held  Hie  h^hest  pitch 

Of  human  glory;  and  for  glory  done' 

Of  triumph,  to  be  sijled  great  conquerors. 

Patrons  of  mauldnd,  gods,  and  sons  of  goda ; 

Destroyers  rigbtlier  called,  and  plagues  of  ment 

Thus  fame  shall  be  achieved,  renown  on  earth; 

And  what  most  merits  fame  in  silence  hid. 

But  he,  the  seventh'  from  thee,  whom  thou  beheld'st 

The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverse, 

And  therefore  hated,  therefore  so  beset 

With  foes,  for  daring  single  to  be  just. 

And  utter  odious  truth  that  God  would  come 

To  judge  them  with  his  miats :  him  the  Most  Higli, 

Rapt  in  a  balmy  cloud  with  winged  steeds. 

Did,  as  tbon  saw'st,  receive,  to  waik  with  God 

High  in  salvation  and  the  climes  of  bUss, 

Esempt  from  death,  to  show  thee  what  reward 

Awails  the  good,  t)ie  rest  what  punishment ; 

Which'  now  direct  thine  eyes,  and  soon  behold." 

He  looked,  and  saw  the  face  of  things  quite  changed 
The  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceased  to  roar : 
All  now  was  turned  to  jollity  and  game, 
To  luxury  and  riot,  feast  ana  dance, 
MaiTying  or  prostituting,  as  befell, 
Eape  or  adultery,  where  passing  fair 
AUiu^d  them ;  thence  from  cups  to  civil  hroi'.s. 
At  length  a  reverend  ^re*  among  them  came, 
And  ol  their  doings  great  dislike  declared, 
And  testified  against  their  ways :  he  oft 
Frequented  their  assemhhes,  where  so  met. 
Triumphs,  or  festivals ;  and  to  them  preael-.c  J 
Conversion  and  repentance,  as  to  souls 
In  prison,  under judgmenta  imminent; 
But  all  in  vain !     Which  when  hs  saw,  he  ceased 
Contending,  and  removed  his  tents  far  off; 
Then,  from  the  mountain  hewing  timber  tall, 
Began  to  build  a  vessel  of  huge  bulk, 
Measured  by  cubit,  length,  and  breadth,  and  height; 

•  Bentlej  reida  "  glory  won  or  triumph."    Kewton  erplftins  I'le 

hiyhal  pilch  of  glory,  aai  "aball  be  dene  for  glory  of  trtnmph." 
3  Enoch.     See  Saie  U,  aqq, 

1  i.  e.  Which  hehold  thoB,  directing  thine  ejes  to  them. 
Noah.     See  i  Peter  ii.  9 ;  1  Peter  iii.  19.  SO. 
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Smeared  round  with  pitch ,  and  in  the  side  a  door 

Contrived ;  and  of  provisionB  laid  in.  large, 

For  man  and  beast :  when  lo!  a  wonder  atrange ! 

Of  ever;  beast,  and  bird,  and  insect  amall. 

Came  Bevene,  and  pairs ;  and  entered  in,  as  lai^ht 

Their  order:  last  the  ure,  and  his  three  sons 

With  their  four  nives :  and  Gtod  made  fast  the  door. 

Ueanwhile  the  south-wind  rose,  and,  with  bhuk  winga 

Wide  hovering,  all  the  clouds  together  drore 

From  under  Heaven  :  the  hills,  to  their  supply. 

Vapour  and  exhalation,  dusk  and  moist. 

Sent  up  amain.     And  now  the  thiekened  sky 

Like  a  dark  ceiling  stood ;  down  rushed  the  rain 

Impetuous ;  and  continued,  till  the  earth 

No  more  was  seen :  the  floating  vessel  swum 

Uplifted,  and  secure  with  beaked  prow 

Rode  tilling  o'er  the  waves :  all  dweliings  else 

Flood  overwhelmed,  and  them  with  all  Oieir  pomp 

Deep  imder  water  rolled ;  sea  covered  sea, 

Sea  without  shore :  and  in  their  palaces, 

Where  luxury  late  reigned,  sea-monsters  whelped 

And  stabled :  of  mantnnd  (so  numerous  late) 

All  left,  in  one  small  botlom  swum  embarked. 

How  didst  thou  grieve  then,  Adam !  to  behold 
The  end  of  all  thy  offspring ;  end  so  sad, 
Depopulation  1    Thee  another  flood, 
Of  tears  and  sorrow  a  flood,  thee  also  drowned, 
And  sunk  thee  as  thy  sons ;  till,  gently  reared 
By  the  angel,  on  thy  feet  thou  Bt£N}d'et  at  last, 
Though  comfortless;  as  when  a  father  mourns 
His  children,  aU  in  view  destroyed  at  onoe ; 
And  scarce  to  the  rngel  utiered'st  thus  thy  plaint: 

"  Oh,  visions  ill  foreseen  !    Better  had  I 
lived  ignorant  of  fiiture!  so  had  borne 
My  part  of  evil  only;  each  day's  lot 
Enough  to  bear :  those  now,  that  were  diq)ensed 
The  burden  of  manv  ages,  on  me  tight 
At  once,  by  my  forelinowle^  gaining  birth 
Abortive,  to  torment  me,  ere  their  being, 
With  thought  that  they  must  be.    Let  no  man  seek 
Henceforth  to  be  foretold  what  shall  befall 
Him  01  his  children  ;  evil  he  may  be  sui«. 
Which  neither  his  foreknowing  can  prevent; 
And  he  the  future  evil  shall,  no  less 
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In  apprefa^Qdon  than  in  substance,  feel, 

Goevous  to  bear.     But  that  oare  now  iaput; 

Man  is  not  whom  to  warn :  those  few  escaped 

Famine  and  anguiah  vUl  at  last  consume 

Wanderiug  that  watery  desert :  I  had  hope 

When  violence  was  ceased,  and  war  on  earth. 

All  would  have  then  gone  well,  peaoe  would  hare  OTOwncd 

With  length  of  happy  days  the  race  of  man ; 

Sut  I  was  far  deceived ;  for  now  I  see 

Peace  to  corrupt  no  leas  than  war  to  waste. 

How  comes  it  thus?  unfold,  celeslinl  guide, 

And  whether  here  the  race  of  man  will  end." 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  "  Those  whom  last  thou  saw'st 
In  triumph  and  luxurious  wealth,  are  thej 
First  seen  in  acts  of  prowess  eminent 
And  great  exploits,  but  of  tme  virtue  void ; 
Who  having  ^ilt  much  blood,  and  done  mnoh  waste, 
Subduing  nations,  and  achieved  thereby 
Fame  in  the  world,  high  titles,  and  rich  prey. 
Shall  change  their  course  to  pleasure,  ease,  and  slot^i. 
Surfeit  ana  lust,  till  wantonness  and  pride 
Baise  out  of  friendship  hostile  deeds  in  peace. 
The  conquered  also,  and  enslaved  by  war. 
Shall  with  their  &eedom  loet  all  virtue  lose 
And  fear  of  Ood,  from  whom  their  piety  feigned 
In  sharp  contest  of  battle  found  no  aid 
Against  invaders ;  therefore  cooled  in  zeal, 
Thenceforth  shall  practise  how  to  live  secure, 
Worldly  or  dissolute,  on  what  their  lords 
Shall  leave  them  to  enjoy;  for  the  earth  shall  bear 
More  than  enough,  that  temperance  may  be  tried : 
So  all  shall  turn  degenerate,  all  depraved; 
Justice  and  temperanoe,  truth  and  faith,  forgot; 
One  man  except,  the  only  eon  of  light 
In  a  dark  age,  against  example  good, 
A^nst  allurement,  custom,  and  a  world 
Offended ;  fearless  of  reproach  and  scorn, 
Oi  Tioience,  he  of  their  wicked  ways 
Shall  them  admonish,  and  before  them  set 
The  pathe  of  righteousness,  how  much  more  safo. 
And  full  of  peace,  denouncii^  wrath  to  come 
On  their  impenitence  ;  and  Mall  return 
Of  them  derided,  but  of  God  observed. 
The  one  just  man  alive;  by  his  oommand 
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Shall  build  a  wondrous  ark,  as  thou  beheld'at, 

To  save  himself  and  household  irom  amidst 

A  wotld  deTOte  to  universal  wreck. 

No  sooner  he  with  them  of  mau  and  beast 

Select  for  life  shall  in  the  ark  be  lodged, 

And  sheltered  round,  but  all  the  cataracts 

Of  HeaTen  set  open  on  the  earth  shall  pour 

Rain  day  and  night ;  all  fountains  of  the  deep 

Broke  up,  shall  heave  the  ocean  to  uaurp 

Beyond  ^1  bounds,  till  inundation  rise 

Above  the  highest  hills :  then  shall  this  mount 

Of  Paradise  by  might  of  waves  be  moved 

Out  of  his  place,  pushed  by  the  homed  flood, 

With  all  his  verdure  spoiled,  and  trees  adrift, 

Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  gulf, 

And  there  take  root  an  island  salt  and  bare, 

The  haunt  of  seals,  and  ores,'  and  sea-mews'  clang: 

To  teach  thee  that  Ood  attributes  to  place 

No  sanctity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 

By  men  who  there  irequect,  or  therein  dwell. 

And  now  what  further  shall  ensue,  behold." 

He  looked,  and  saw  the  ark  hull'  on  the  flood, 
Which  now  abated ;  for  the  clouds  were  fled, 
Driven  bv  a  keen  north-wind,  that  blowing  dry. 
Wrinkled  the  face  of  deluge,  as  decayed ; 
And  the  clear  atm  on  his  wide  watery  glass 
Gazed  hot.  and  of  the  fresh  wave  largely  drew. 
As  after  thirst,  which  made  their  flowing  shrink 
From  standing  lake  to  tripping  ebb.  that  stole 
With  soft  foot  towards  the  deep,  who  now  had  stopped 
His  sluices,  as  tJie  Heaven  his  windows  shut. 
The  ark  no  more  now  floats,  but  seems  on  grotmd. 
Fast  on  the  top  of  s  me  h^h  mountain  flied. 
And  now  the  tops  of  hills  as  rocks  appeal' ; 
With  clamour  thence  the  rapid  currents  drive 
Towards  the  retreating  sea  their  fiu'ious  tide. 
Forthwith  from  out  the  ai-k  a  raven  flies. 
And,  after  him,  the  surer  messenger, 
A  dove  sent  forth  once  and  again  to  spy 
Oreen  tree  or  ground  whereon  his  foot  ma;  l^ht ; 
The  second  time  returning,  in  his  hill 

'  Orel,  a  Ui^  aea  animiL 

'  A  vessel  is  said  lo  "  hall,"  wben  all  her  Bails  are  lairered,  Bsd  ah> 
fluBta  to  and  fro. 


An  oliTe-leaf  he  briuifs,  pacific  sign : 
Anon  dry  ground  appears,  and  from  his  ark 
The  ancient  sire  descends  wilh  all  his  train ; 
Then  with  uphfted  handa,  and  eyes  dsTout, 
Grateful  to  Heaven,  over  his  head  beholds 
A  dewy  cloud,  and  in  the  cloud  a  bow 
Conspicuous  with  tliree  lifted  colours  gay, 
Betokening  peace  iroia  God,  and  coTenant  new 
Whereat  the  heart  of  Adam,  erst  so  sad. 
Greatly  rejoiced,  and  thus  his  joy  broke  forth: 
'■  0  thou  who  future  things  canst  represent 
As  present !  heavenly  instructor !  I  revive 
At  this  last  sight,  assured  that  man  shall  live 
With  all  the  creatures,  and  their  seed  preserve. 
Far  less  I  now  lament  for  one  whole  world 
Of  wicked  sons  destroyed,  than  I  rejoice 
For  one  man  found  so  perfect  and  so  just. 
That  God  vouchsafes  U>  raise  another  world 
From  him,  and  all  his  anger  to  forget. 
But  say,  what  mean  those  coloured  streaks  in  Heavea 
Distended,  as  the  brow  of  God  appeased 
Or  seree  they  as  a  flowery  verge  to  bind 
The  fluid  skirts  of  that  same  watery  cloud. 
Lest  it  again  dissolve  and  shower  the  earth?" 

To  whom  the  archangel :  "  Dexterously  thou  aim'st,- 
So  willingly  doth  God  remit  his  ire, 
Though  late  repenting  him  of  man  depraved, 
Grieved  at  his  heart  when  looking  down  he  saw 
The  whole  earth  filled  with  violence,  and  all  llesh 
Corrupting  each  their  way ;  yet,  those  removed. 
Such  grace  shall  one  just  man  find  in  his  sight, 
That  he  relents,  not  to  blot  out  raaukind, 
And  makes  a  covenant  never  to  destroy 
The  earth  again  hy  flood,  nor  let  the  sea 
Surpass  his  hounds,  nor  rain  to  drown  the  world 
With  man  therein  or  beast;  but  when  he  brings 
Over  the  earth  a  cloud,  will  therein  set 
His  triple-coloured  bow,  whereon  U>  look, 
And  call  to  mind  his  covenant :  day  and  night, 
Seed-time  and  harvest,  heat  and  hoary  frost. 
Shall  hold  their  coiuEe,  till  fire  purge  all  things  new, 
Both  Heaven  and  eai-th,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwell." 
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deaoeiulB  the  hill  with  Uichoal , 
'lad  slept,  bnl  vilh  gentle  dietims  composed  to  i^oietuess  of  miad 
and  submiaaion.  Michael  in  either  hand  leads  them  ont  of  Fan- 
diae,  the  fiery  aword  wiving  behind  thsm,  and  the  ehembim  taking 
their  stations  te  giurd  the  ptscs. 

As  one  who  in  his  journey  bates  at  noon. 

Though  bent  on  speed,  so  here  the  archuigel  paused 

Betwixt  the  vorld  destroyed  and  world  retrtoted, 

If  Adam  aiight  perhaps  might  interpose ; 

Then  with  transition  sweet  new  epMch  resumes : 

"  Thus  thou  haat  seen  one  world  begin  and  enij 
And  man.  as  from  a  second  stock  proceed 
Much  thou  hast  ;et  to  see,  but  I  peroeiTe 
Thj  mortal  sight  to  fail ;  objects  divina 
Must  needs  impair  and  weaiV  human  sense : 
Henceforth  what  is  to  come  I  will  relate, 
Thou,  therefore,  give  due  audience,  and  attend. 
This  second  souroe  of  men,  while  jet  but  few, 
And  wltile  the  dread  of  judgment  past  remaini 
Fresh  in  their  minds,  fearing  the  Deity, 
With  some  regard  to  what  is  just  and  right 
Shall  lead  their  lives,  and  miiltiplT  ^mos, 
Labouring  the  soil,  and  reaping  plenteous  crop, 
Com,  wine,  and  oil ;  and  from  the  herd  w  flock. 
Oft  sacrificing  bullock,  lamb,  or  kid, 
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With  large  wine-of!feTm^B  poured,  and  sacred  f^ast, 

Shail  spend  their  dftTsm  joy  imbiftined,  and  dwell 

Long  time  in  peace  by  &milies  and  tribes 

Under  paternal  rule :  till  one  shall  riae 

Of  proud  Eimbitioui  heart,  who,  not  content 

"With  fair  equality,  fraternal  state, 

Will  arrogate  dominion  undeserved 

Over  his  brethren,  and  quite  dispossess 

Concord  and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth, 

HiindDg  (and  men,  not  beasts,  shall  he  his  game) 

With  war  and  hostile  snare  such  as  refuse 

SnbJMtion  to  hia  empire  tyrannous : 

A  mighty  hunter  Ihenoe  he  shall  he  styled 

Before  the  Lord,  as  in  despite  of  Heaven, 

Or  from  lleaven  claiming  second  sovrantyj 

And  from  rebellion  shall  derive  his  name, 

Though  of  rebeliion  otlera  he  accuse. 

He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambition  joins 

With  biin  or  under  him  to  tyrannize. 

Marching  from  Eden  towards  the  west,  shall  find 

The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  gurge 

Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  Hell  i , 

Of  brick,  and  of  that  stuff,  they  cast  to  build 

A  city  and  tower,  whosb  top  may  reach  to  Heaven ; 

And  get  themselves  a  name,  lest,  far  dispersed 

In  foreign  lands,  their  memory  be  lost 

Regardless  wheUier  good  or  evil  fame. 

But  God,  who  oft  descends  to  visit  men 

Unseen,  and  through  their  habitations  walks 

To  mark  their  doings,  them  beholding  soon. 

Comes  down  to  see  their  city,  ere  the  tower 

Obstruct  Heaven-towers,  and  in  derision  sets 

Upon  their  tongues  a  various  spirit  to  rase 

Quite  out  their  native  language,  and  instead 

To  sow  a  jaMling  noise  of  words  unknown : 

Forthwith  a  hideous  gabble  rises  loud 

Among  the  builders ;  each  to  other  caUs 

Not  understood,  till  hoarse,  and  all  in  rage, 

As  mocked  they  storm ;  great  laughter  was  in  Heave 

And  looking  down,  to  see  the  hubbub  strange. 

And  hear  the  din;  thus  was  the  building  left 

Bidiculous,  and  the  work  Confusion  named." 

Whereto  thus  Adam,  fatherly  displeased: 
"  0  execrable  son  I  so  to  aspire 
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Above  his  brethren,  to  himself  assuming 
Authority  usurped,  from  God  not  given ; 
He  gare  uj  ouly  over  beast,  fish,  fowl. 
Dominion  (.bsolute ;  that  right  we  hold 
Bv  his  donation;  but  man  over  men 
He  miide  nol  loiii ;  such  title  to  himself 
lUaerving.  human  left  from  human  free.* 
But  this  usurper  his  encroachment  proud 
Stays  not  on  men ;  to  God  his  tower  intends 
Siege  and  defiance.     Wretched  man !  what  food 
Will  he  convey  uji  thither  to  sustain 
Himself  and  his  rash  army,  where  thin  air 
Above  the  clouds  will  pine  his  entrails  gross, 
And  famish  him  of  breath,  if  not  of  bread?" 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  "  Justly  thou  abhorr'st 
That  son,  who  on  the  quiet  state  of  men 
Such  trouble  brought,  affecting  fo  subdue 
Eational  liberty ;  yet  fcnow  withal, 
Since  thy  original  lapse,  true  liberty 
Is  lost,  which  always  with  right  reason  dwells 
Twinned,  and  from  her  hath  no  dividual  beiug: 
Reason  in  man  obscured,  or  not  obeyed, 
Imme&ately  inordinate  desires 
And  upstart  passions  catch  the  government  ' 
From  reason,  and  to  servitude  reduce 
Man,  till  then  free.     Therefore,  since  he  permits 
Within  himself  unworthy  powers  to  reign 
Over  free  reason,  God.  in  ju^^ment  just, 
Subjects  him  from  without  to  violent  lords. 
Who  oft  as  undeservedly  enthral 
His  outward  freedom:  tyranny  must  be, 
Though  tn  the  tyrant  thereby  no  oscuse. 
Yet  sometimes  nations  will  decline  so  low 
From  virtue,  which  is  reason,  that  no  wrong. 
But  justice,  and  some  fatal  curse  annexed. 
Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty. 
Their  inward  lost :  witness  the  irreverent  son 
Of  him  who  built  the  ark,  who  for  the  shame 
Done  to  his  father,  heard  this  heavy  curse, 
'  Servant  of  servants,'  on  his  vicious  race. 
Thus  win  this  latter,  as  the  former  world. 
Still  tend  from  bad  to  worse,  tiU  God  at  last. 
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Wearied  with,  their  iniquitjes,  withdraw 

His  presence  from  among  them,  and  avert 

His  holy  eyes ;  resolving  from  thenceforth 

To  leave  them  to  their  own  polluted  ways ; 

And  one  peculiar  nation  to  select 

From  all  the  rest,  of  whom  to  be  invoked, 

A  nation  from  one  faithful  man  to  spring. 

Him,  on  this  side  Euphrates  yet  residing, 

Bred  up  in  idol  worahip'  (Oh,  that  men — 

Canst  mou  believe  ? — should  be  so  stupid  grown, 

'While  yet  the  patriarch  lived  who  'scaped  tiie  flood. 

As  to  forsake  uie  living  God,  and  faU 

To  worship  their  own  work  in  wood  and  stone 

For  gods !),  yet  him  God  the  Most  High  vouchsafes 

To  call  by  vision,  from  his  father's  house. 

His  kindred,  and  false  gods,  into  a  land 

Which  He  will  show  him,  and  from  him  will  raise 

A  mighty  nation ;  and  upon  him  shower 

His  benediction  so,  that  in  his  seed 

All  nations  shall  be  blest :  he  straight  obeys, 

Not  knowing  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes. 

I  see  him  (but  thou  const  not),  with  what  faith 

He  leaves  his  gods,  his  friends,  and  native  soil, 

Ur  of  Chaldiea,  pasang  now  the  ford 

To  Haran ;  after  him  e  cumbrous  train 

Of  herds,  and  flocks,  and  numerous  servitude ; 

Not  wandering  poor,  but  trusting  all  his  wealth 

With  God,  who  called  him  in  a  land  unknown. 

Canaan  he  now  attains ;  I  see  his  tents 

Pitched  about  Siohem,  and  the  neighbouring  plain 

Of  Moreh ;  there,  by  promise,  he  receives 

Gift  to  bis  progeny  of  aU  that  land, 

From  Hamath  northward  to  the  desert  south 

i Things  by  their  names  I  call,  though  yet  unnamed) ; 
'romHermon  east  to  the  great  western  sea; 
Mount  Hermon,  yonder  sea ;  each  place  behold 
In  prospect,  as  I  point  them ;  on  the  shore 
Mount  Carmel ;  here  the  double-founted  stream, 
Jordan,  true  limit  eastward :  but  his  sons 
Shall  dwell  to  Senii,  that  long  ridge  of  hUis. 
This  ponder,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth 
Shall  in  his  seed  be  blessed :  by  that  seed 
>  Cf.  Josh.  nil.  2.     It  will  be  quite  nDneceBBsij  to  point  ool  0 
vast  nimiber  ol  Bcriptural  relerenoea  in  the  fcllowing  passage. 


la  meant  th;  great  DeliTerer,  who  HhaJl  bruise 

The  seqwnts  bead ;  whereof  to  thee  anon 

Flainlier  shall  be  revealed.    This  patriarch  hlest, 

Whom  faithful  Abraham  due  time  shall  call, 

A  son.  and  of  his  son  a  grandchild,  leares ; 

Lilie  him  in  faith,  in  wisdom,  and  renown. 

The  grandchild,  with  twelve  sons  increased,  departs 

From  Canaan,  to  a  land  hereafter  called 

Egypt,  divided  hy  the  river  Nile : 

See  where  it  flows,  disgorging  at  seven  mouths 

Into  the  sea.    To  eq)oum  in  that  land 

He  comes,  invited  by  a  younger  son 

In  time  of  dearth  ;  a  son,  whose  worthy  deeds 

Eaise  bim  to  be  the  second  in  that  i«alm 

Of  Pharaoh :  there  be  dies,  and  leaves  his  race 

Growing  into  a  nation ;  and,  now  grown, 

Suspected  to  a  sequent  kmg,  who  seeks 

To  slop  their  overgrowth,  as  inmate  guests 

Too  numerous;  whence  of  ^ests  he  makes  them  slaves 

Inhospitably;  and  kills  then  inlant  males: 

Till  by  two  brethren  (these  two  brethren  call 

Moees  and  Aaron)  sent  from  <Jod  to  claim 

His  people  from  enthralment,  they  return 

With  glory,  and  spoil,  bai^li  to  their  promised  land. 

But  first  line  lawless  tyrant,  who  denies 

To  know  their  God,  or  message  to  regard. 

Must  be  compelled  by  signs,  and  judgments  dire ; 

To  blood  unshed  the  rivers  must  be  turned ; 

Frogs,  lice,  and  flies,  must  all  bis  palace  All 

With  loathed  intniaion,  and  fill  all  the  land; 

His  cattle  must  of  rot  aEd  miurain  die ; 

Botches  and  hlains  must  all  his  flesh  emboss, 

And  all  his  people ;  thunder  miied  with  hail, 

Hail  mixed  with  fire,  must  rend  the  Egyptian  sky. 

And  wheel  on  the  earth,  devouring  where  it  rolls; 

What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fruit,  or  grain, 

A  darksome  cloud  of  locusts  swarming  down 

Must  eat,  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  green; 

Darkness  must  overshadow  all  his  bounds, 

Palpable  darkness,  and  blot  out  three  days : 

Last,  with  one  midnight-stroke,  all  the  first-bom 

Of  Egypt  must  lie  dead.    Thus  with  tea  wounds 

The  river-dragon  tamed  at  length  submits 

To  let  his  sojourners  depSiTt,  and  oft 
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Humbles  his  stubborn  heart,  but  still,  as  ico 
More  liiirdened  after  thaw ;  till  in  ids  rage 
FuiBuing  whom  he  late  dismissed,  the  ees 
Swallows  him  with  his  host,  hut  them  lets  pass. 
As  on  diy  land,  between  two  crystal  walls, 
Awed  by  the  rod  of  Moses  so  to  stand 
Divided,  till  his  rescued  gain  their  shore : 
Such  wondrous  power  God  to  his  saint  will  lend. 
Though  present  in  hia  angel,  who  shall  go 
Before  tbem  in  a  cloud,  and  pillar  of  flrs 
1^;  day  a  cloud,  by  night  a  pillar  of  fire), 
To  guiae  them  in  meir  journey,  and  remove 
Belund  tbera,  while  the  obdurate  king  pursues. 
All  night  he  will  pursue ;  hut  his  approach 
Darkness  defends  between,  till  morning  watch; 


And  craze' their  chariot-wheels:  when,  by  command, 
Moses  once  more  bis  potent  rod  extends 
Over  the  sea;  the  sea  his  rod  obeys; 
On  llteir  embattled  ranks  tbe  waves  return, 
And  overwhelm  their  war.    The  race  elect. 
Safe  towards  Canaan,  from  the  shore  advance 
Through  the  wild  desert;  not  ^e  readiest  way. 
Lest,  entering  on  the  Canaanite  alarmed, 
"War  terrify  them  inexpert,  and  fear 
Eetum  them  back  to  Egypt,  choosing  rather 
Inglorious  life  wilh  servitude ;  for  life 
To  noble  and  ignoble  is  more  sweet 
Untrained  in  arms,  where  rashness  leads  not  on. 
This  also  shall  Qiey  gain  by  their  delay 
In  the  wide  wilderness:  there  they  shall  found 
Their  govemment,  and  their  great  senate  choose 
Throi^h  the  twelve  tribes,  to  rule  by  laws  ordained. 
Qod  from  the  mount  of  Sinai  (whose  gray  top 
Shall  tremble,  he  descending]  will  himself 
In  thunder,  lightning,  and  loud  trumpets'  sound, 
Ordain  them  laws ;  part,  such  as  appertain 
To  civil  justice,  part,  religious  lites 
Of  sacrifice ;  iniorming  them,  by  types 
A  nd  shadows,  of  that  destined  Seed  to  bruise 
The  serpent,  b^  what  means  he  shall  achieve 
llauldnd's  deliverance :  but  the  voice  of  God 
'  Break  to  pieon. 
U 
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To  mortal  ear  is  dreadful ;  they  beseecb 

That  Moses  might  report  to  Oiem  his  will,  \, 

And  ten'or  cease :  he  craata  what  the;  beBDUght, 

Instnioted  that  to  Ood  is  no  access 

Without  Mediator,  whose  high  office  now 

Moses  in  figure  hears,  to  introduce 

Odc  greater,  of  whose  day  he  shall  foretell  i 

And  all  the  prophets  in  their  age  the  times 

Of  great  Messiah  shaU  sing.     Thus  laws  and  rites 

Established,  such  dehght  hath  God  in  men 

Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchsafes 

Among  them  to  set  up  his  tabernacle, 

The  Holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dwelL 

By  his  prescript  a  sanctuary  is  iramed 

Of  cedar,  OTCrioid  with  gold ;  therein 

An  ark,  and  in  the  ark  his  testimony, 

The  records  of  his  coTCuant;  over  uiese 

A  mercy-seat  of  gold,  between  the  wings 

Of  two  bright  cherubim  ;  befoie  him  burn 

Seven  lamps,  as  in  a  zodiac  representing 

The  heavenly  fires;'  over  the  tent  a  cloud 

Shall  rest  by  day.  a  fiery  gleam  bv  night, 

Save  when  they  journey :  and  at  length  they  como. 

Conducted  by  his  angel,  'to  the  land 

Promised  to  Abraham  and  his  seed.    The  rest 

Were  long  to  tell ;  how  many  battles  fought ; 

How  many  kings  destroyed,  and  Idi^doms  won ; 

Or  how  the  sun  shall  in  mid-heaTcn  stand  still 

A  day  entire,  and  nights  due  course  adjourn. 

Mans  voice  commanding,  'Sun,  in  Gibeon  stand, 

And  thou,  moon,  in  the  vale  of  Ajalon, 

Till  Israel  overcome  1 '  so  called  the  third 

From  Abraham,  eon  of  Isaac ;  and  from  him 

His  whole  descent,  who  thus  shall  Canaan  win." 

Here  Adam  interposed  :  "  0  sent  from  Heaven, 
Enlighlfner  of  my  darkness !  gracious  things 
Thou  hast  revealed ;  those  chiefly,  which  concern 
Just  Abraham  and  his  seed :  now  first  I  find 
Mine  eyes  true  opening,  and  my  heart  much  eased, 
Erewhile  perplesed  with,  thoughts  what  would  become 

I  That  the  seven  lamps  signified  the  seven  planets,  and  that  there- 
fore the  iampB  stood  a1opewia«,  as  it  irere  to  eiprcae  the  obliqnitj  o 
iba  zodiac,  is  the  glnsaoi  Joaepbos,  from  whom  probibl;  oar  autbni 


Of  me  and  eJl  mankind ;  but  dow  I  eee 
Hia  day,  in  whom  all  nations  Khali  be  blest, 
Favour  unmerited  by  me,  who  sought 
Forbidden  knowledge  hy  forbidden  meana. 
This  yet  I  apprehend  not,  why  to  those 
Among  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwell  on  earth 
80  many  and  eo  various  taws  are  given ; 
So  many  laws  ai^e  so  many  sine 
Among  them;  how  can  God  with  such  reside?" 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  ''  Doubt  not  but  that  Bin 
Will  reign  among  them,  as  of  thee  begot; 
And  therefore  was  law  given  them  to  evince 
Their  natural  pravity,  by  stirring  up 
Sin  against  law  to  light :  that  when  they  see 
Law  caji  discover  sin,  but  not  remove, 
Save  by  those  shadowy  expiations  weak. 
The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  ma^  conclude   - 
Some  blood  more  precious  must  be  paid  for  man. 
Just  for  unjust,  that  in  such  righteousness. 
To  them  by  faith  imputed,  they  may  find 
Justification  towards  God,  and  peace 
Of  conscience,  which  the  law  by  ceremonies 
Cannot  appease,  nor  man  the  moral  part 
Ferfonn ;  and,  not  performing,  caunot  live. 
So  law  appears  imperfect,  and  but  given 
With  purpose  to  resign  them  in  full  time 
Up  to  a  better  covenant ;  disciplined 
From  shadowy  types  to  truth ;  from  flesh  to  spirit. 
From  imposition  of  strict  laws  to  free 
Acceptance  of  large  grace ;  irom  servile  fear 
To  filial ;  works  of  law  to  works  of  faith. 
And  therefore  shall  not  Moses,  though  of  God 
Highly  beloved,  being  but  the  minister 
Of  law,  his  people  into  Canaan  lead; 
But  Joshua,  whom  the  Gentiles  Jesns  call, 
His  name  and  office  bearing,  who  shall  quell 
The  adversary  serpent,  and  bring  back 
Through  the  world's  wilderness  long-wandered  man 
Safe  to  eternal  Pwadise  of  rest 
Meanwhile  they,  in  their  earthly  Canaan  plaeed, 
IjOng  time  shall  dwell  and  prosper,  but  when  sius 
National  interrupt  their  public  peace, 
Provoking  God  to  raise  them  enemies ; 
from  whom  as  oft  he  saves  them  penitent. 
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Bt  judgM  first,  then  under  kings ;  of  whom 
The  second,  both  for  piety  renowned 
And  puisaont  deeds,  a  promise  shall  fecdve 
Irrevocalile,  that  his  regal  throne 
Por  ever  ahall  endure ;  the  like  shall  sing 
All  prophecy,  that  of  the  royal  stock 
Of  David  (so  I  name  this  king)  shall  rise 
A  son,  the  woman's  seed  to  thee  foretold. 
Foretold  to  Ahraham,  as  in  whom  shall  trust 
All  nations ;  and  to  kings  foretold,  of  kings 
The  last ;  for  of  his  reign  shall  be  no  end. 
But  first,  a  long  succession  must  ensue, 
And  his  next  son,  for  wealth  and  wisdom  famed, 
The  clouded  ark  of  Qod,  till  then  in  tents 
Wandering,  shall  in  a  glorious  temple  enabiina. 
Such  follow  him  as  shau  be  registered. 
Part  good,  part  bad,  of  had  the  longer  scroll. 
Whose  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults 
Heaped  to  the  popular  sum,  will  so  incense 
God,  as  to  leave  Uiem,  and  expose  their  land. 
Their  city,  his  temple,  and  his  holy  ark. 
With  all  his  sacred  things,  a  scorn  and  prey 
To  that  proud  city,  whose  high  walls  thou  saVst 
Left  in  confusion,  Babylon  thence  called. 
There  in  captivity  he  lets  them  dwell 
The  space  of  seventy  years,  then  brings  them  back. 
Remembering  mercy,  and  his  covenant  sworn 
To  David,  'stablisbed  as  the  days  of  Heaven 
Itetumed  from  Babylon  by  leave  of  Idngs, 
Their  lords,  whom  God  disposed,  the  house  of  God 
They  first  re-edify,  and  for  a  while 
In  mean  estate  live  moderate ;  till,  grown 
In  wealth  and  multitude,  facttous  they  grow  ; 
But  first  among  the  priests  dissension  springs; 
Men  who  attend  the  altar,  and  should  most 
Endeavour  pea^ie ;  their  strife  pollution  brings 
Upon  the  temple  itself :  at  last  they  seize 
The  sceptre,  and  regard  not  David's  sons, 
Then  lose  it  to  a  stranger,'  that  the  true 
Anointed  King,  Messiah,  might  be  bom 
Barred  of  his  right ;  yet  at  Ms  birth  a  star. 
Unseen  before  in  Heaven,  proclaims  him  corner 
And  guides  the  eastern  sages,  who  inquire 
>  Herod. 
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His  place,  to  offer  incense,  mjrrh,  and  gold ; 

His  place  of  birth  a  solemn  angel  teUa 

To  simple  shepherds,  keeping  watch  b^  night; 

Tfaej  gladly  thither  haete,  and  by  a  qiure 

Of  squadroned  angela  hear  his  carol  aiing. 

A  vii^in  is  his  moUier,  but  his  aire 

The  power  of  the  Most  High ;  be  shall  ascend 

The  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  hie  reign 

With  earth's  wide  bounds,  his  glorv  with  the  HeaTens 

He  ceased,  discerning  Adam  with  such  joy 
Surohai^d,  as  had  like  grief  been  dewed  in  tears. 
Without  the  vent  of  words,  which  these  he  breathed : 

"  O  prophet  of  glad  tidings  J  finisher 
Of  utmost  hope  1  now  clear  I  understand 
What  oft  my  steadiest  thoughts  have  searehed  in  vain ; 
Why  our  great  expectation  should  be  called 
'  The  seed  of  woman."    Virgin  mother,  hail ! 
High  in  the  love  of  Heaven !  yet  from  my  loins 
Thou  shalt  proceed,  and  irom  thy  womb  the  Son 
Of  God  Most  High ;  so  God  with  man  unites. 
Needs  must  the  serpent  now  his  capital  bruise 
Expect  with  mortal  pain :  say  where  and  when 
Their  fight,  what  stroke  shall  bruise  the  victor's  heel." 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  "  Bream  not  of  their  fight 
As  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds 
Of  head  or  heel:  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 
Manhood  to  Godhead,  with  more  strength  to  foil 
Thy  enemy;  nor  so  is  overcome 
Batau,  whose  fall  Irom  Heaven,  a  deadlier  bruis?, 
Disabled  not  to  give  thee  thy  death's  wound : 
Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  shall  re-curo, 
Not  by  destroying  Satan,  but  bis  works 
In  thee  and  in  thy  seed:  nor  can  this  be. 
But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didst  want, 
Obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  imposed 
On  penalty  of  death,  and  suffering  death. 
The  penally  to  thy  transgression  due, 
And  due  te  theirs  which  out  of  thine  will  grow; 
So  only  can  high  justice  rest  appaid. 
The  law  of  God  exact  he  shall  fulfil 
Both  by  obedience  and  by  love,  though  love 
Alone  fulfil  the  law;  thy  punishment 
He  shall  endure  by  coming  iu  the  flesh 
To  a  reproachful  life  and  cursed  dealh, 
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Proclaiming  life  to  all  who  shall  helieve 
In  his  redemption,  and  that  his  obedience 
Imputed  hecomes  theirs  by  faith,  his  merita 
To  save  them,  not  their  own,  thoi^h  legal,  works. 
For  this  he  shall  live  hated,  be  blasphemed, 
Seized  on  by  force,  judged,  and  to  death  condenined 
A  shameftil  and  accursed;  nailed  to  the  cross 
By  his  own  nation ;  Elain  for  bringing  life : 
But  to  the  orosB  he  nails  thy  enemies, 
The  law  that  is  against  thee,  and  the  sins 
Of  all  mankind,  with  him  there  crucified. 
Never  to  hurt  them  more  who  rightly  trust 
In  this  his  satisfaction ;  eo  he  dies. 
But  soon  revives ;  death  over  him  no  power 
Sljall  long  nstu^ ;  ere  the  third  dawning  tight 
Kelum,  tf  e  atars  of  mom  shall  see  him  rise 
Out  of  his  grave,  fresh  as  the  dawning  tight 
Thy  ransom  paid,  which  man  from  death  Tedeeras. 
His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  offei-ed  life 
Neglect  not,  and  the  benefit  embmce 
By  faith  not  void  of  works :  this  God-like  act 
Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  shouldst  have  died 
In  sin  for  ever  lost  from  life ;  this  act 
Shall  bruise  the  head  ol  Satan,  crush  his  strength. 
Defeating  sin  and  death,  his  two  mam  arms, 
And  fijT  far  deeper  in  hia  head  their  stings 
Than  temporal  death  shall  bruise  the  victor's  heel, 
Or  theirs  whom  he  redeems,  a  death  like  sleep, 
A  gentle  wafting  to  immortal  life. 
Nor  after  resurrection  shall  he  stay 
Longer  on  earth  than  certain  times  to  appear 
To  his  disciples,  men  who  in  his  life 
Still  followed  him;  to  them  shall  leave  in  charge 
To  teach  all  nations  what  of  him  they  learned 
And  his  salvation,  them  who  shall  believe. 
Baptizing  in  t^e  profluent  stream,  the  sign 
Of  washing  them  from  guilt  of  sin  to  life 
Pure,  and  in  mind  prepared,  if  so  befall. 
For  death,  Uke  that  which  tlie '  Redeemer  diedL 
Atl  nations  they  shall  teach  ;  for,  from  that  day. 
Not  only  to  the  sons  of  Abraham's  loins 
Salvation  shall  he  preached,  but  to  the  sons 
Of  Abraham's  faith  wherever  through  the  world; 
'  Beatlay  prefers  "  their." 
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So  in  bis  seed  all  nations  shall  be  blest 

Then  to  the  Heaven  of  Heavens  he  shall  ascend 

With  Tictory,  triumphing  through  the  air 

Over  his  foes  and  thine;  thei-e  shall  surprise 

The  serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chains 

Through  all  his  realm,  and  there  confounded  leave ; 

Then  enter  into  glory,  and  resume 

His  seat  at  God's  right  hand,  exalted  high 

Above  all  names  in  Heaven ;  and  thence  ahaU  come, 

Wh?n  this  world's  dissolution  shall  be  ripe, 

With  glory  and  power  to  judge  both  quick  and  dead. 

To  judge  the  unfaithful  dead,  but  to  reward 

His  faithful,  and  receive  them  into  bliss, 

Whether  in  Heaven  or  earth;  for  then  the  earth 

ShsU  all  be  Paradise,  far  happier  place 

Than  this  of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days." 

So  spake  the  archangel  Michael ;  then  paused, 
As  at  the  world's  great  period;  and  our  sire, 
Beplete  with  joy  and  wonder,  thus  replied : 

"  Oh,  goodness  infinite !  goodness  immense! 
That  nil  this  good  ol  evil  shall  produce, 
And  evil  turn  to  good ;  more  wonderful 
Than  that  wliich  by  creation  first  brought  forth 
Light  out  of  darkness ;  fiill  of  doubt  I  stand, 
Whether  I  should  repent  me  now  of  sin 
By  me  done  and  occesiooed,  or  rejoice 
Much  more,  Uiat  much  mere  good  thereof  shall  spriti.'j; 
To  God  more  glory,  more  good-will  to  men 
From  Gpd,  and  over  wrath  grace  shall  abound. 
But  81  J,  if  our  Dehverer  up.  to  Heaven 
Must  i-eascend,  what  will  betide  the  few 
His  faithful,  left  among  the  unfnjtbful  herd, 
The  enemies  of  truth?    Who  then  shall  guide 
His  people  ?  who  defend  ?     Will  they  not  deal 
Worse  with  his  followers  than  with  bim  they  dealt  ?" 

"Be  sure  they  will,"  said  the  angel;  "hut  from  Heuvri 
He  to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  send, 
The  promise  of  the  Father,  who  shall  dwell 
His  Spirit  within  them,  and  the  law  of  faith 
Working  through  love,  upon  their  hearts  shall  writ?. 
To  guide  them  in  all  truth,  and  also  arm 
With  spiritual  armour,  able  to  resist 
Satan's  assaults,  and  quench  his  fiery  darts: 
What  man  obo  do  t^ainst  them,  not  afraid, 

I.  ioogic 


And  oft  supported  so  aa  shall  a 

Their  proudest  persecutors ;  for  the  Spirit, 

Poured  first  on  his  apostles,  wliom  he  sends 

To  nraugelize  the  nations,  then  on  all 

Baptized,  shall  them  with  wondrous  gifts  endue 

To  speak  all  tongues,  and  do  all  miractes, 

As  did  their  Lorf  before  them.    Thus  they  win 

Great  numbers  of  each  nation  to  receive 

With  joy  the  tidings  brought  from  Heaven :  at  length 

Their  ministry  performed,  and  race  well  run, 

Their  doctrine  and  their  story  written  left. 

They  die ;  but  in  their  room,  as  they  forewarn, 

Wolves  shall  succeed  for  teachers,  grievous  wolves, 

Who  all  the  sacred  mysteries  of  Heaven 

To  their  own  vile  advantages  shall  turn 

Of  lucre  and  ambition,  and  the  truth 

With  superstitions  and  traditions  taint 

Left  only  in  those  written  records  pure, 

Though  not  but  by  the  Spirit  understood. 

Then  shall  they  seek  to  avail  themselves  of  names, 

Places,  and  titles,  and  with,  these  to  join 

Secular  power,  though  feigniEg  still  to  act 

By  spiritual,  to  themselves  appropriating 

The  Spirit  of  God,  promised  alike  and  given 

To  all  behevers ;  and  from  that  pretence, 

Spiritual  laws  by  carnal  povfei'  shall  force 

Cta  every  conscience ;  laws  which  none  shall  find 

Left  them  enrolled,  or  what  the  Spirit  within 

Shall  on  the  heart  engraTe.    What  will  they  then 

But  force  the  Spirit  of  grace  itself,  and  bind 

His  consort  liberty  ?  what,  but  unbuild 

His  living  temples,  built  by  faith  to  stand. 

Their  own  faith,  not  anothei's  ?  for  on  earth 

Who  against  faith  and  conscience  can  be  heard 

Infallible  ?  yet  many  will  presume : 

Whence  heavy  persecution  shall  arise 

On  all  who  in  the  worship  persevere 

Of  ™irit  and  truth ;  the  rest,  far  greater  part. 

Will  deem  in  outward  rites  and  specious  forms 

Beligion  satisfied ;  truth  shall  retire 

Bestruck  with  slanderous  darts,  and  works  of  faith 

Rarely  be  found:  so  shall  the  world  go  on, 

I.  ioogic 


To  good  malignan^  to  bad  men  ben^n. 
Under  her  ovm  weight  groaning,  till  the  day 
Appear  of  respiration  to  the  just. 
And  Tengeance  to  the  wicked,  at  return 
Of  him  80  lately  promised  to  fliy  aid. 
The  woman's  Seed,  obscurely  then  foretold, 
Now  amplier  known  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Lord, 
Last  in  the  clouds  Irom  Heaven  to  be  revealed 
In  glory  of  the  Father,  to  dissolve 
Satan  with  his  perverted  world,  then  raise 
From  the  conflagrant  mass,  purged  and  refined, 
Kew  heavens,  new  earth,'  agos  of  endless  date 
Founded  in  righteousness  and  peace  and  love, 
To  bring  forth  fruits,  joy,  and  eternal  bliss." 

He  ended ;  and  thus  Adam  last  replied : 
**  How  soon  hath  thy  prediction,  seer  blest. 
Measured  this  transient  world,  the  race  of  time. 
Till  time  stand  £xed  1    Beyond  is  all  abyss, 
Eternity;  whose  end  no  eye  can  reach. 
Oreatiy  instructed,  I  shafi  hence  depart. 
Greatly  in  peace  of  thought,  and  have  my  flU 
Of  knowledge,  what  this  vessel  can  contain ; 
Beyond  which  was  my  folly  to  aspire. 
Henceforth  I  learn  that  to  obey  is  best, 
And  love  with  fear  the  only  GoA,  to  walk 
As  in  his  presence,  ever  to  observe 
His  providence,  and  on  him  sole  depend. 
Merciful  over  all  his  works,  with  good 
Sdll  overcoming  evil,  and  by  small 
Accomphshing  great  things ;  by  things  deemed  weak 
Subverting  worldly  strong ;  and  worldly  wise 
By  simply  meek ;  that  suffering  for  truth's  sake 
Is  fortitude  to  highest  victory, 
And  to  the  faithnil  death  the  gate  of  life : 
Taught  this  by  his  example,  whom  I  now 
Acknowledge  my  Redeemer  ever  blest." 

>  The  TBiy  worda  of  St  Peter,  2  Peter,  iil  13  :— "  NarertlieleBa  -we, 
iccording  to  hia  promise,  look  for  he^t  heavens  and  a  new  eart}i, 
Trherein  dwelleth  righteonsnesa."  This  notion  of  the  heavens  and 
earth  being  reneved  after  the  conflagratjon,  and  Tnade  the  habitation 
of  angels  uidjnstmeii  made  perfect,  was  vcr?  pleasing  to  onr  aathoi. 
es  it  was  to  Dr.  Bnmet,  and  mnst  be  to  evorj  one  of  a  fine  and 
exalted  imagination;  and  Milton  has  enlarged  upon  it  in  Heveral 
parta  of  bla  works,  and  particolarl;  in  tliie  poem,  iii.  333,  im.,  j.  039, 
xi.  69,  eOO,  liL  i<a.—Ntwlm. 
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To  whom  thus  also  the  anyel  last  replied : 
"  This  having  learned,  thou  hast  attained  the  sum 
Of  wisdom:  hope  no  higher,  though  alt  the  stars 
Tbou  knew'st  by  name,  and  all  the  ethereal  po>vei-s, 
All  secrets  of  the  deep,  oU  nature's  woj'Iis. 
Or  works  of  God  in  Heaven,  air,  earth,  or  sea. 
And  all  the  riches  of  this  world  enjoyedst, 
And  all  the  rule,  one  empire ;  only  add 
Deeds  to  th;  knowledge  answerable ;  add  faith 
Add  Tirtue,  patience,  temperance ;  add  love, 
By  name  to  come  called  charity,  the  soul 
of  all  the  rest ;  then  wilt  thoti  not  be  loth 
To  leave  this  Paradise,  but  shalt  possess 
A  Paradise  within  thee,  happier  far. 
Let  ua  descend  now,  therefore,  from  this  top 
Of  epeoulation ; '  for  the  hour  precise 
Exacts  our  parting  hence  ;  and  see.  the  guards. 
By  me  encamped  on  yonder  hill,  eipect 
Their  motion,  at  whose  front  a  flaming  sword. 
In  signa]  of  remove,  waves  fiercely  round ; 
We  may  no  longer  stay.  go,wakenEve; 
Her  also  I  with  gentle  dreams  have  calmed 
Portending  good,  and  all  her  spirits  composed 
To  meek  submisaon ;  thou  at  season  fit 
Let  her  with  thee.partake  what  thou  hast  beard, 
Chiefly  what  may  concern  her  faith  to  know, 
The  Kteat  deliverance  by  her  seed  to  come 
(For  by  Uie  woman's  seed)  on  all  mankind : 
That  ye  may  live,  which  will  be  many  days, 
Both  in  one  faith  unanimous,  though  aad, 
IVith  cause,  for  evils  past,  yet  much  more  cheered 
With  meditation  on  the  happy  end." 

He  ended,  and  they  both  descend  the  hill ; 
Descended,  Adam  to  the  bower  where  Eve 
Lay  sleeping  ran  before,  but  found  her  waked ; 
And  tlins  with  words  not  sad  she  him  received  :  * 

'  ;.  e.  this  height  of  Tision,  this  hill  of  prophecj  and  prediction. 

>  Milieu's  poem  ends  very  nobt;.     Tbe  last  gpMchea  of  Adam  si 

the  archangel  are  full  of  moral  and  inairoctive  se--'- ■" 

sleep  that  fell  upon  Eve,  and  the  effects  it  had 
disordera  of  liet  mind,  produce  tie  same  kind  of  co 
reader,  who  cannot  peruse  the  last  beautiful  speech  y 
to  the  mother  of  mankind,  without  a  aecrel  pleasure 
The  faUo«ti^  lines,  which  conclude  the  poem,  ri 
blaze  of  poetical  images  and  eipressioas. — A<Uuc 
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■'  Whence  thou  letum'st,  and  whither  went'at,  I  know; 
For  Ood  is  also  in  Bleep;  and  dreuma  adrise, 
Which  he  haih  sent  propitious,  some  great  good 
Presaging,  mace,  yiitk  sorrow  and  heart's  distiCS!), 
Wearied  1  fell  asleep :  hut  now  lead  on ; 
In  me  is  no  delay;  with  thee  to  go. 
Is  to  stay  here ;  without  thee  here  to  stay, 
Is  to  go  nence  unwilling ;  thou  to  me 
Art  all  things  under  Heaven,  all  places  thou. 
Who  for  my  wilful  crime  art  banished  hence. 
This  further  conaolation,  yet  secure, 
I  carry  hence;  though  ail  hy  me  is  )o=t. 
Such  lavonr  I  unworthy  am  vouphsafed. 
By  me  the  promised  Sepd  shall  all  restore !" 

So  spake  our  mother  Eve,  and  Adam  heard, 
Well  pleased,  hut  answered  not ;  for  now  too  nigh 
The  archangel  stood,  and  from  the  other  hill 
To  their  fixed  station,  all  in  bright  array. 
The  cheruhim  descended ;  on  the  ground, 
Gliding  meleorouB.'  as  evening  mist, 
Eisen  from  a  river,  o'er  the  marish'  glides. 
And  gathers  ground  fast  at  the  labourer's  heel. 
Homeward  returning.    High  in  front  advanced. 
The  brandished  sword  of  God  before  them  blazed. 
Fierce  as  a  comet,  which  with  torriil  heat. 
And  vapoor  as  the  Lybian  air  adust, 
B^an  to  parch  that  temperate  chme ;  whereat. 
In  either  fiand  the  hastening  angel  caught 
Our  lingering  parents,  and  to  the  eastern  gate 
Led  them  direct,  and  down  the  cliff  as  fast 
To  the  subjected  plain;  then  disappeared. 
They,  looking  back,  aU  the  eastern  side  beheld 
Of  Paradise,  so  late  their  happy  seat. 
Waved  over  by  that  flaming  brand ;  the  gate, 
With  dreadful  faces  thronged,  and  fiery  arms : 

'  Heliodoras,  in  his  Ethioplos,  acqnMnts  us  that  Uie  motion  of  the 
gode  diffets  from  Uiat  of  monolB,  ae  the  furraor  do  not  Btii  their  feet, 
nor  proceed  step  hj  step,  but  slide  o'er  the  Eoifoce  of  the  euth  bj  u) 
ouiibrm  Bvimoung  of  Uio  whole  bodj.  The  reader  may  obeerre  vith 
how  poetical  a  de scriptioa  MiltoQ  haa .  aicributed  the  some  kind  of 
motion  to  the  augeb  who  irere  to  take  posaeseion  of  Faradiae. — 

'  Ad  old  word  for  manh,  of  tJie  Fcendi  moniu,  and  of  the  Tjitia 
mariMcai,  rushea  commonly  growing  there.  The  word  oocura  iu 
1  Maccab.  ii.  i'i. 
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Some  natural  tears  they  dropped,  but  wiped  them  sooi 
The  world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose 
Their  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  their  guide ; 
They,  hand  in  hand,  with  wandering  steps  and  alow. 
Through  Eden  took  their  Bolilary  way. 
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BOOK    I. 

I,  WHO  erewhile  the  happy  garden  Bimg, 
Bj  one  man's  disobedience  lost,  now  Bing 
Becovered  Far&dise  to  aJl  mankind, 

's  film  obedience  fiilly  tried 

rough  all  temptation,  and  the  tempter  foiled 
In  ail  his  wiles,  defeated  and  repulsed, 
And  Eden  raised  in  the  waate  mldemees. 

Thou  Spint,  who  ledst  this  glorious  eremite* 
Into  the  desert,  his  victorious  field. 
Against  the  apiritual  foe,  and  brought  him  thence, 
By  proof  the  undoubted  Son  of  God,  inspire, 
Aa  ttou  art  wont,  my  prompted  song,  else  mute, 
And  bear  tlirough  height  or  depth  of  nature's  bounds. 
With  prosperous  wing  full  summed,*  to  tell  of  deeds 
Above  heroic,  though  in  secret  done, 
And  unrecorded  left  through  many  an  age; 
"Worthy  to  have  not  remained  so  long  unsung. 

Now  had  the  great  proclaimer,  with  a  voice 
Mora  awfiil  than  the  sound  of  trumpet,  cried 

*  "  Paradise  Bsgaine3,"  obearres  Jortin,  "ha»  not  met  with  the 
approbation  tliat  it  deaerveB,  It  iua  not  the  buraony  of  nainbera, 
the  enblimitj  ol  thought,  and  the  b«auties  of  diction,  wliioh  an  in 
'  PBiadise  Lost.'  It  is  oompoaed  in  a  lower  and  less  strildng  style, 
■  enle  aaited  to  the  labject.  Artful  sopbistry,  fUse  reasoning,  set  off 
m  the  moat  speciotis  manner,  and  refnted  by  tho  Son  of  God  with 
strong  tinaffected  eloqoence,  ia  the  pecohar  excellence  of  this  poem, 
Elatan  there  defends  a  bad  came  with  great  akill  and  subtlety,  as  one 
thoroughly  versed  in  that  craft-" 

>  The  same  aa  our  "herzoit." 

■  So  in  Faradiae  Lost,  vii.  4SI : — "  They  aunmed  Iheiipem.'*  The 
tarm  ia  properly  applied  to  a  hawk  In  fiill  feaCher. 
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Bepentanee,  and  Heaven's  kingdom  nigh  at  hand, 
To  all  baptized:'  to  his  great  baptism  flocked 
With  awe  the  regions  round,  and  with  them  came 
From  Nazareth  the  son  of  Joseph  deemed 
To  the  flood  Jordan,  eame  as  then  obscure, 
Unmarked,  unknown;  but  him  the  Baptist  soon 
Descried,  divinely  warned,  and  witness  bore 
As  to  hia  worthier,  and  would  have  resigned 
To  him  his  heavenly  office,  nor  was  long 
His  witness  unconfirmed ;  on  him  baptized 
Heaven  opened,  and,  in  likeneaa  of  a  dove. 
The  Spirit  descended,  while  the  Father's  voice 
Prom  Heaven  pronounced  him  his  beloved  Son. 
That  heard  the  adversary,  who,  roving  still 
About  the  world,  at  that  assembly  famed 
Would  not  be  last;  and  with  the  voice  divine 
Nigh  thunder-siT'jok,  the  exalted  Man,  to  whom 
Such  high  attest  was  given,  a  while  surveyed 
With  wonder;  then,  with  envy  fraught  and  rage 
FItea  to  his  place,  nor  rests,  but  in  mid  air 
To  council  summons  all  his  mighty  peers, 
Within  thick  clouds,  and  dark,  tenfold  involved, 
A  gloomy  consistory;'  and  them  amidst. 
With  looks  aghast  and  sad,  he  thus  bespafce; 

"  O  ancient  powers  of  air'  and  thiti  wide  world, 
Por  much  more  willlnglv  I  mention  air. 
This  our  old  conquest,  tnan  remember  Hell, 
Our  hated  habitation ;  well  ye  know 
How  many  ages,  as  the  years  of  men, 
This  universe  we  have  possessed,  and  ruled, 
In  manner  at  our  will,  the  affairs  of  earth. 
Since  Adam  and  his  facile  consort  Eve 
Lost  Paradise,  deceived  by  me,  though  since 
With  dread  attending'  when  that  fatal  wound 
Shall  be  inflicted  hy  the  seed  of  Eve 
Upon  my  head :  long  the  decrees  of  Heaven 
Belay,  for  longest  time  to  him  is  short ; 
And  now,  too  soon  for  us,  the  circling  hours 
This  dreaded  time  have  compassed,  wherein  we 

'  i-  «.  to  fioch  as  irere  b^tized,  since  bj  John's  baptism  ^e; 
prejiared  for  UiBreoepOon  of  the  Gospel. 

9  MilUn  pTubablj  uses  this  term  with  s  si;  reference  to  ths 
ings  of  tbe  Tn-pe  and  his  Cardinala,  under  the  snme  name. 

"  Ct  Eph.  ii.  a ;  li.  ia  .... 
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Must  bide  the  stroke  of  that  long-threatened  woui 
At  leaat,  if  bo  we  can,  and  by  the  head 
Broken  be  not  intended  all  our  power 
To  be  infringed,  our  freedom  and  our  being, 
Id  this  fair  empire  won  of  earth  and  air : 
For  this  ill  newa  I  bring,  the  woman's  seed 
Destined  to  this,  is  late  of  woman  bom ; 
His  birth  to  our  just  fear  gave  no  suiaJl  cause, 
But  his  growth  now  to  youtli's  full  flower,  displaj 
All  virtue,  grace,  and  wisdom  to  achicTe 
Things  highest,  greatest,  multi]jlies  my  fear. 
Befoi'e  him.  a  great  prophet,  to  proclaim 
His  coming,  is  sent  harbinger,  who  all 
Invites,  and  in  the  consecrated  stream 
Pretends  to  wash  off  sin,  and  fit  them  so 
Purified  to  receive  him  pure,  or,  rather. 
To  do  him  honour  as  their  king;  all  come. 
And  he  himself  among  them  was  baptized. 
Not  thence  to  be  more  pure,  but  to  receive 
The  testimony  of  Heaven,  that  who  he  is 
Thenceforth  the  nations  may  not  doubt;  I  saw 
The  prophet  do  him  reverence ;  on  him  rising 
Out  of  ttie  water.  Heaven  above  the  clouds 
Unfold  her  crystal  doors;  thence  on  his  head 
A  perfect  dove  descend,  whate'er  it  meant; 
And  out  of  Heaven  the  sovran  voice  I  heard. 
'  This  is  my  Son  beloved,  in  him  am  pleased.' 
His  mother  then  is  mortal,  but  his  Sire 
He  who  obtains  tlie  monarchy  of  Heaven, 
And  what  will  he  not  do  to  advance  his  Son? 
His  first-begot  we  know,  and  sore  have  felt, 
"When  his  fierce  thunder  drove  us  to  the  deep ; 
Who  this  is  we  must  learn,'  for  man  he  seems 
In  all  his  lineaments,  though  in  his  face 
The  glimpses  of  his  irathei''s  glory  shine. 
Ye  see  our  danger  on  the  utmost  edge 
Of  hazard,  which  admits  no  long  debate. 
But  must  with  something  sudden  be  opposed 
(Not  force,  but  well-couched  fraud,  weU  woven  si 


perion,  yel  knen  him  not  to  be  the  Messiah,  tbe  Son  of  God ;  i 
words  oC  the  devil,  "  if  Ihou  be  tfae  Son  of  God,"  leem  to  exprsM  his 
DucertAintj  conoerulng  that  matter.— iVfic^PB. 
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Ere  in  the  head  of  natioiiB  he  appear, 

Their  king,  their  leader,  and  supreme  on  eaith. 

I,  when  no  other  durst,  sole  undertook 

The  dismal  expedition  to  find  out 

And  ruin  Adam,  and  the  exploit  performed 

SuccoEsfullj ;  a  calmer  Toyage  now 

WOl  waft  me ;  and  tlie  way  found  prosperous  once. 

Induces  best  to  hope  of  like  success." 

He  ended;  and  his  words  impression  left 
Of  much  amazement  to  the  infernal  crew, 
Distracted  and  surprised  with  deep  dismay 
At  these  Bod  tidings;  but  no  time  was  then 
For  long  indulgence  to  their  fears  or  grief: 
Unanimous  they  all  commit  the  care 
And  management  of  this  main  enterprise   . 
To  him  their  great  dictator,  nhose  attempt 
At  first  against  mankind  so  well  had  thrived 
In  Adam's  overthrow,  and  led  their  march 
From  Hell's  deep-vaidted  den  to  dwell  in  light. 
Regents,  and  potentates,  and  kings,  yea  gods, 
Of  many  a  pleasant  realm  and  province  wide 
So  to  the  coast  of  Jordan  he  directs 
His  ea^  steps,  girded  vdth  snak^  wiles,' 
Where  he  might  likeliest  find  this  new-declared. 
This  man  of  men,  attested  Son  of  God, 
Temptation  and  all  guile  on  him  to  try ; 
So  to  subvert  whom  he  suspected  raised 
To  end  his  reign  on  earth,  so  long  enjoyed ; 
But,  contrary,  trnweetiiig  he  fuIflDed 
The  purposed  counsel  pre  ordained  and  fixed 
Of  the  Most  High,  who,  in  fiiU  frequence  bright 
Of  angels,  thus  to  Gabriel  smiling  spake : 

"  Gabriel,  this  day  hy  proof  thou  shalt  behold, 
TbOQ  and  all  angels  conversant  on  earth 
With  man  or  men's  affairs,  how  I  begin 
To  verify  that  solemn  message,  late 
On  which  I  sent  thee  to  the  virgin  pure 
In  OalUee,  that  she  should  bear  a  Son 
Great  in  renown,  and  called  the  Son  of  God; 
Then  told'st  her,  doubting  how  these  things  could  be 
To  her  a  villain,  that  on  her  should  oome 

1  AnadiDB  to  Hie  habit  of  w 


The  Holj'  Ghost,  Eind  the  power  of  the  Highest 

(yeisbadow  her :  this  man  bom  and  now  up^rown, 

To  show  him  worthy  of  his  birth  divine 

And  high  prediction,  henceforth  I  expose 

To  Satan ;  let  him  tempt  and  now  assay 

His  utmost  subtlety,  because  he  boasts 

And  vaunts  of  his  great  cunning  to  the  throng 

Of  his  apostacy :  he  might  have  learned 

Less  overweening,  since  he  failed  in  Job, 

Whose  constant  perseverance  overcame 

Whale'er  his  cruel  mahoe  could  invent 

He  now  shall  know  I  can  produce  a  maa 

Of  female  seed,  far  abler  to  resist 

All  his  solicitations,  and  at  length 

All  his  vast  force,  and  drive  him  back  to  Hell, 

Winning  by  conquest  what  the  first  man  lost 

By  fallal^  sui'prised.    But  first  I  mean 

To  exercise  him  in  the  wilderness; 

There  he  shall  first  lay  down  the  rudiments 

Of  bis  great  war&tre,  ere  I  send  him  forth 

To  conquer  Sin  and  Death,  the  two  grand  foes, 

By  humiliation  and  strong  sufferance  : 

His  weakness  shall  o'ercome  Satanic  strength, 

And  all  the  world,  and  mass  of  sinful  flesh ; 

That  all  the  angels  and  ethereal  powers, 

Thej  now,  and  men  hereafter,  mav  discern. 

From  what  consummate  virtue  I  have  chose 

This  perfect  man,  by  merit  called  my  Son, 

To  earn  salvation  for  the  sons  of  men." 

S'j  spake  the  eternal  Father,  and  all  Heaven 
Admiring  stood  a  space ;  then  into  hymns 
Burst  forth,  and  in  celestial  measures  moved. 
Circling  the  throne  and  singing,  while  the  hand 
Sung  with  the  voice ;  and  Ihis  the  argument; 

"  Victory  and  tnuraph  to  the  Son  of  God 
Now  entering  his  great  duel,'  not  of  arms. 
But  to  vanquish  by  wisdom  hellish  wiles. 
The  father  knows  the  Son;  therefore  secure 
Ventures  his  filial  virtue,  though  untried, 
Against  whate'er  may  tempt,  whate'er  seduce. 
Allure,  or  terrify,  or  nndermine. 

>  BBttle,  not  ueceasBril;  between  two  partjes,  but  tor  datllum, 
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Be  frustrate,  til  ye  etratagems  of  Hell, 
And  devilJah  machinatiaiis  come  to  nought" 
80  thev  in  Heaven  their  odes  and  vigils  tuned: 

Meanwhile  the  Son  of  God,  who  yet  some  days 

LodK^d  in  Bethabara  wheie  John  haptized, 

Huamg,  and  much  TeTolving  in  his  breast, 

How  beat  the  mighty  work  he  might  begin 

Of  Saviour  to  mankind,  and  whioh  way  flrat 

^blish  his  Godlike  office  now  mature, 

One  day  forth  walked  alone,  the  Spirit  leading, 

And  his  deep  thoughts,  the  better  to  converse 

Witti  Bolitude,  tJU  far  from  track  of  men, 

Thought  following  thouRhl,  and  step  hy  step  led  on. 

He  entered  now  the  boidering  desert  mid. 

And,  with  dark  shades  and  rocks  environed  loond. 

His  holy  meditations  thus  pursued : 

"Oh,  what  a  multitude  of  thoughts  at  once 
Awakened  in  me  swiinn,  while  I  consider 
What  from  within  I  feel  myself,  ajid  bear 
What  from  without  comes  often  to  my  ears. 
Ill  sorting  with  my  present  state  compared  t 
When  I  was  vet  a  child,  no  childish  play 
To  me  was  pleasing :  all  my  mind  was  set 
LS  to  learn  and  know,  and  thence  t( 

tubbc  good ;  myself  I  th 
,  bom  to  promote  aU  truth. 
All  righteous  things:  therefore,  above  my  years. 
The  law  of  God  I  read,  and  found  it  sweet ; 
Made  it  my  whole  delight ;  and  in  it  grew 
To  such  perfection,  that  era  yet  my  age 
Had  measured  twice  ax  years,  at  our  great  feast 
I  went  into  the  temple,  Uiere  to  hear 
The  teachers  of  our  law,  and  to  propose 
What  might  improve  my  knowledge  or  their  own. 
And  was  admired  by  alL    Yet  this  not  all 
To  which  my  spirit  aspired ;  victorious  deeda 
Flamed  in  my  heart,  heroic  acts ;  one  while 
To  rescue  Israel  from  the  Koman  yoke, 
Then  to  subdue  and  quell  o'er  all  the  earth 
Brute  violence  and  proud  tyrannic  power, 
TiU  truth  were  freed,  and  equity  restored ; 
Tel  held  it  more  humane,  more  heavenly,  flrat 
By  winning  words  to  conquer  willing  hearts, 
And  m^  persuasion  do  Uie  work  of  fear; 

I.  ioogic 


At  leoat  to  tiy,  Bind  teach  the  errijig  soul 

Not  wilfully  misdoing,  but  uuware 

Misled ;  the  stubborn  only  to  subdue. 

These  growing  thoughts  my  mother  soon  perceiving, 

By  words  at  tunes  cast  forth,  inly  rejoiced. 

And  said  to  me  apart ;  '  High  are  thy  thoughts, 

0  soul  but  noimsh  them,  and  let  them  soar 
To  what  he^ht  sacred  Tirtue  and  true  worth 
Can  raise  them,  though  above  example  h^h ; 
By  matchless  deeds  express  thy  matchless  Sire. 
For  know,  thou  art  no  eon  of  mortal  man : 
Though  men  esteem  thee  low  of  parentage. 
Thy  father  is  the  eternal  King  who  rules 

All  Heaven  and  earth,  angels  and  sons  of  men ; 

A  messenger  from  Qod  foretold  thy  birth 

Conceived  in  me  a  virgin;  he  foretold 

Thou  shouldst  be  great,  and  sit  on  David's  throne, 

And  of  thy  kingdom  there  should  be  no  end. 

At  thy  nativity  a  glorious  quire 

Of  angels  in  the  fields  of  Bethlehem  sung 

To  shepherds  watching  at  their  folds  by  night, 

And  told  them  the  Messiah  now  was  bom, 

Where  they  might  see  him,  and  to  thee  they  came, 

Directed  to  the  manger  where  Ihou  lay'st, 

For  in  the  inn  was  left  no  better  room : 

A  filar,  not  seen  before,  in  Heaven  appearing, 

Guided  the  wise  men  tliither  irom  the  east. 

To  honour  thee  with  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold, 

By  whose  bright  comse  led  on  they  found  the  place. 

Affirming  it  tiiy  Btor  new  graven  in  Heaven, 

By  which  they  knew  the  lung  of  leraei  bom. 

Just  Simeon  and  prophetic  Anna,  warned 

By  vision,  found  thee  in  the  temple,  and  spake. 

Before  the  altar  and  the  vested  priest. 

Like  things  of  thee  to  all  that  present  stood.' 

"  This  having  heard,  straight  I  again  revolved 
The  law  and  prophets,  searching  what  was  writ 
Concerning  the  Messiah,  to  our  scribes 
Known  partly,  sud  soon  found  of  whom  they  spake 

1  am ;  this  chiefly,  that  my  way  must  lie 
Through  many  a  hard  assay  even  to  the  death. 
Ere  I  the  promised  kingdom  can  attain, 

Or  work  redemption  for  mankind,  whose  sina' 
Full  weight  must  be  transferred  upon  my  head. 
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Tet  neither  thus  disheartened  or  dismayed, 
The  time  prefixed  I  waited,  when  behold 
The  Baptist  (of  whose  birth  I  oft  had  heard, 
Not  knew  h;  sight)  now  come,  who  was  to  corns 
Before  Messiah,  and  his  way  prepare. 
^  as  all  others  to  his  haptism  came, 
Which  I  believed  was  from  above ;  but  he 
Straight  knew  me,  and  with  loudest  voice  proclaimed 
Me  bim  (for  it  was  shown  Tiim  so  from  Heaven), 
Me  him  whose  harbinger  he  was ;  and  first 
Refused  on  me  his  baptism  to  confer, 
As  much  his  greater,  and  was  hardly  won ; 
But  as  I  lose  out  of  the  laving  stream. 
Heaven  opened  her  eternal  doons,  from  nhenao 
The  Spirit  descended  on  me  like  a  dove. 
And  last  the  sum  of  all,  my  Father's  voice, 
Audibly  heard  from  Heaven,  pronounced  me  hi^ 
Me  bis  beloved  Son,  in  whom  alone 
He  was  weU  pleased ;  by  which  I  knew  the  tima 
Now  full,  that  I  no  more  should  live  obsciue, 
But  openly  begin,  as  best  becomes 
The  authority  which  I  derived  from  Heaven. 
And  now  by  some  strong  motion  1  am  led 
Into  this  wilderness,  to  what  intent 
I  learn  not  yet,  perhaps  I  need  not  know; 
For  what  concerns  my  knowledge  God  reveals." 
So  ^ake  our  Moiiung  Star,  then  in  his  rise, 
And  looking  round  on  eveir  side  beheld 
A  pathless  desert,  dusk  with  horrid  shades ; 
The  way  he  came  not  having  marked,  re^jirn 
Was  difficult,  by  human  steps  untrod  ; 
And  he  sdll  on  was  led,  but  with  such  thoughts 
Accompanied  of  things  past  and  to  come 
Lodged  in  his  breast,  as  well  might  recommend 
Such  soUtude  before  choicest  society. 
Full  forty  days  he  passed,  whether  on  hill 
Sometimes,  anon  in  shady  vale,  each  night 
Under  the  covert  of  some  ancient  oak. 
Or  cedar,  to  defend  him  from  the  dew, 
Or  harboured  in  one  cave,  is  not  revealed; 
Nor  tasted  human  food,  nor  hunger  felt 
Till  those  days  ended,  hungered  then  at  last 
Among  wild  beasts :  they  at  bis  sight  grew  mild. 
Nor  sleeping  him  nor  waking  harmed ;  his  walk 
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The  fiery  senient  fled,  and  nosioua  worm, 
The  lian  and  fierce  tiger  glared  aloof. 
But  now  an  aged  man'  in  nuul  weeds, 
Following,  aa  seemed,  the  quest  of  some  stray  ewe. 
Or  withered  sticks  to  gather,  which  might  serve 
Against  a  winter's  day  when  winds  blow  keen, 
To  warm  him  wet  returned  &om  field  at  eve. 
He  saw  ajiproach,  who  first  with  curious  eve 
Perused  him,  then  with  words  thus  uttered  spake : 

"  Sir,  what  ill  chance  hath  brought  thee  to  this  place, 
So  far  firom  path  or  road  of  men,  who  pass 
In  troop  or  caravan?  for  single  none 
Durst  ever,  who  returned,  and  dropped  not  here 
His  carcass,  pined  with,  hunger  and  with  drouth. 
I  ask  the  rather,  and  the  more  admire, 
For  that  to  me  thou  seem' st  the  man,  whom  lata 
Out  new  baptizing  prophet  at  the  ford 
Of  Jordan  honoured  so,  and  called  thee  Son 
Of  Qod ;  I  saw  and  heard,  for  we  sometimes 
Who  dwell  this  wild,  constrained  by  waat,  come  forth 
To  town  or  village  nigh  (nighest  is  far) 
Where  aiight  we  hear,  and  curious  are  to  hear, 
What  happens  new;  fame  also  finds  us  out." 

To  whom  the  Bon  of  God :  "  Who  brought  me  hither, 
Will  bring  me  hence;  no  other  guide  I  seek." 

"  By  miraele  he  may,"  replied  the  swain, 
"  What  other  way  I  see  not,  for  we  here 
Live  on  toi^h  roots  and  stubs,*  to  thirst  inured 
More  than  the  camel,'  and  to  drink  go  far. 
Men  to  much  misery  and  hardship  Mm : 
But  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  Qod,  command 
That  out  of  these  hard  stones  be  made  thee  bread  j 

I  As  the  Snripture  is  entirely  silent  sboat  what  peisoDBge  the 
tempter  aSBamed,  the  poet  was  at  liberty  W  indnlge  his  own  fancj; 
and  nothing,  I  tliink,  couid  be  better  conceived  for  liis  present  par- 
pose,  or  more  Ukelj  to  prevent  suapicion  of  fraud.  The  poet  might, 
perhaps,  take  the  bint  from  a  dcsi^  of  Saiid  Kirkboon's,  ithere  the 
devil  IB  represented  addressing  hmiself  to  onr  Savionr,  nnder  tbe 
appearanoe  of  an  old  man. — TAger. 

*  Although  tbia  -nerd  is  osed  1 
signify  a  stock  or  clump,  Btill  the 
■s  is  proposed  by  Thyer. 
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So  shalt  thou  stTe  Qijself  and  us  reliere 
With  food,  whereof  we  wretched  seldom  taste," 

He  ended,  and  tbe  Son  of  Ood  replied : 
"  Think'st  thon  SDch  force  in  bread  ?    la  it  not  written 

(For  I  diacem  thee  other  than  thou  seem'at) 
Man  lives  not  by  bread  only,  but  each  word 
Proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  Gtod,  who  fed 
Our  fathers  here  with  manna?    In  the  mount 
Moses  was  forty  days,  nor  ate  nor  drank ; 
And  forty  days  Elijah  without  food 
Wandered  this  barren  waste ;  the  same  I  now: 
Why  dost  thou  then  suggest  to  me  distrust, 
Knowing  who  I  am,  asl  know  who  thou  art?" 

Whom  thus  answered  the  arch-fiend  now  undisgniaed : 
"  Tis  true,  I  am  that  spirit  unfortunate, 
Who,  leagued  with  miUions  more  in  rash  revolt, 
Kept  not  my  happy  station,  but  was  driven 
With  them  front  tilias  to  tbe  bottomless  deep ; 
Yet  to  that  hideous  place  not  so  confined 
By  rigour  unoonniving,  but  that  oft 
Leavinf^  my  dolorous  prison  I  enjoy 
Large  liberty  to  round  this  glohe  of  earth. 
Or  range  in  the  air,  nor  from  the  Heaven  of  Heavens 
Hath  he  excluded  my  resort  sometimes, 
I  come  among  the  sons  of  God,  when  he 
Gave  up  into  my  hands  Dzzean  Joh 
To  prove  him,  and  illustrate  his  high  worth; 
And  when  to  all  his  angels  he  proposed 
To  draw  the  proud  king  Ahah  mto  fraud 
That  he  might  fall  in  Ramoth,'  they  demurring, 
X  undertook  that  office,  and  the  tongues 
Of  all  bis  flattering  prophets  glibbed  with  lies 
To  his  destruction,  as  I  had  in  charge ; 
For  what  he  hide  I  do.     Though  I  have  lost. 
Much  lustre  of  my  native  brightness,  lost 
To  be  beloved  of  God,  I  have  not  lost 
To  love,  at  least  contemplate  and  sdniire 
(Vhat  I  see  excellent  iu  good,  or  fair. 
Or  virtuous.  I  should  so  have  lost  all  sensa. 
Wlyit  can  be  then  less  in  me  than  desire 
To  see  thee  and  approach  thee,  whom  I  know 
Declared  the  Son  of  God,  to  hear  attent' 
Thy  wisdom,  and  behold  thy  Godlike  deeds? 
■  See  1  Eiuge,  uii.  16,  gqq^.  '  Attentively. 
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Men  generally  think  me  such  a  foe 
To  all  mankind :  whj  should  I  ?  they  to  me 
Never  did  wrong  or  violenee;  by  Ihem 
I  lost  not  what  I  lost,  rattier  by  them 
I  gained  what  I  have  gained,  and  with  them  dwell 
Copartner  in  these  regions  of  the  world, 
If  not  disposer ;  lend  them  oft  my  aid, 
Oft  my  adrice  by  presages  and  signs, 
And  answers,  aracles,  portents,  and  dreams, 
Whereby  they  may  direct  their  future  life. 
Enry  thoy  say  excites  me  thus  to  gain 
Companions  of  my  misery  and  woe. 
At  first  it  may  be ;  but  long  since  with  woe 
Nearer  acquaiuted,  now  I  feel  by  proof, 
That  fellowship  in  pain  divides  not  smart. 
Nor  lightens  aught  each  man's  peculiar  load. 
Small  consolation  then,  were  men  adjoined: 
This  wounds  me  most  (what  can  it  less?)  that  man, 
Man  fallen  shall  be  restored;  I  never  more." 
To  whom  our  Saviour  sternly  thus  replied : 
"  Deservedly  thou  griev'st,  composed  of  lies 
From  the  beginning,  and  in  lies  wilt  end ; 
Who  boast'st  release  from  Hell,  and  leave  to  corns 
Into  the  Heaven  of  Heavens.    Thou  com'st  iadeed. 
As  a  poor  miserable  captive  thrall 
Comes  to  the  ylace  where  he  before  had  sat 
Among  the  prime  in  splendour,  now  deposed, 
Ejected,  emptied,  gazed,  unpitied,  shunned, 
A  spectacle  of  ruin  or  of  scorn 
To  all  the  boat  of  Heaven ;  the  happy  place 
Imparts  to  thee  no  happiness,  no  joy, 
Bather  inflames  thy  torment,  representing 
Lost  bliss  to  thee  no  more  commuiiicable, 
So  never  more  in  Hell  than  when  in  Heaven. 
But  tho'j  art  serviceable  to  Heaven's  King. 
Wilt  thou  impute  to  obedience  what  thy  fear 
Extorts^  or  pleasure  to  do  ill  excites? 
What  but  thy  malice  moved  thee  to  misdeem 
Of  righteous  Job,  then  cruelly  to  afflict  him 
With  all  inflictions?  but  his  patience  won. 
The  other  service  was  thy  chosen  task. 
To  be  a  liar  in  four  hunored  mouths : 
For  lyii^  ia  thy  sustenance,  thy  food. 
Yet  thou  pretend'st  to  truth ;  ah  oracles 
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Bj  thee  are  given,  &nd  vhu,  confessed  more  true 

Among  the  nations  ?  that  hath  been  liij  craft, 

By  miiine  somewhat  true  to  yent  nwre  lies. 

But  what  have  been  thv  answers,  what  but  dark, 

AmbiguoQS,  and  with  double  sense  deluding. 

Which  they  who  asked  haye  Beldom  understood. 

And  not  well  understood  as  good  not  known  ? 

Whoever,  by  consulting  at  thy  shrine, 

Returned  the  wiser,  or  the  more  instruct 

To  fly  or  follow  what  concerned  him  most. 

And  run  not  sooner  to  his  fatal  snare  ? 

For  God  hath  justly  given  the  nations  up 

To  thy  delusions ;  justly,  since  thej  fell 

Idolatrous:  but  when  his  purpose  is 

Among  them  to  declare  his  providence 

To  thea  not  known,  whence  hast  thou  then  thy  truth 

But  from  him  or  his  angels  president 

In  every  province?  who,  themsel res  disdaining 

To  approach  thy  temples,  give  tbee  in  command 

What  to  the  smallest  tittle  thou  shalt  say 

To  thy  adorers;  thou  with  trembling  fear, 

Or  like  a  fawning  parasite,  obe/st; 

Then  to  thyself  ascrih'st  the  truth  foretold. 

But  this  thy  glory  shall  be  soon  retrenched ; 

No  more  shall  thou  by  oracling  abuse 

The  Gentiles :  henceforth  oracles  are  ceased, 

And  tbou  no  more  with  pomp  and  sacrifice 

Shalt  be  inquired  at  Delphos'  or  elsewhere, 

At  least  in  vain,  for  they  shall  find  thee  mute. 

God  bath  now  sent  his  living  oracle 

Into  the  world  to  teach  his  mial  will. 

And  sends  his  Spirit  of  truth  henceforth  to  dwell 

In  pious  hearts,  an  inward  oracle 

To  all  truth  requisite  for  men  to  know." 

So  spike  our  Saviour ;  but  the  subtle  fiend, 
Though  hjy  stung  with  anger  and  disdain, 
Siaembled,  and  tliis  answer  smooth  returned ; 

"  Sharply  tbou  bast  insisted  on  rebuke. 
And  urged  me  hard  *ith  doings,  which  not  will 
But  misery  hatb  wrested  from  me  :  where 
Easily  canst  thou  find  one  miserable. 
And  not  enforced  oft-times  to  part  from  truth; 

'  More  rightlj  "  Delphi,"  tot  the  m 


If  it  maj  stand  him  more  ia  stead  to  lie, 

Sa^  and  unsay,  leign,  flatter,  or  abjure  ? 

But  thou  art  placed  above  me,  thou  art  Lord; 

From  thw  I  can  and  must  submiss  endiire 

Cheek  or  reproof,  and  glad  to  'scape  so  quit 

Hard  are  the  ways  of  tnith,  and  rough  to  walk. 

Smooth  on  the  tongue  discoursed,  pleasing  to  the  ear. 

And  tuneable  as  sylvan  pipe  or  song; 

What  wonder  then  if  I  delight  to  hear 

Her  dictates  trom  thy  mouth  ?    Most  men  admire 

Virtue,  who  follow  not  her  lore :  permit  me 

To  hear  thee  when  I  come  (since  no  man  comes). 

And  talk  at  least,  though  I  despair  to  attain. 

Thy  Father,  who  ia  holy,  wise,  and  pure. 

Suffers  the  hypocrite  or  atheous  priest 

To  tread  his  sacred  courts,  and  minister 

About  his  alter,  handling  holy  things, 

Praying  or  vowing,  and  vouchsafed  his  voice 

To  Balaam  reprobate,  a  prophet  yet 

Inspired;  disdain  not  such  access  to  me." 

To  whom  our  Saviour  with  unaltered  brow: 
"  l^y  covang  hither,  though  I  know  thy  scope, 
I  bid  not  or  forbid ;  do  as  thou  flnd'st 
Fermissioa  from  above ;  thou  canst  not  more." 

He  added  not;  and  Sataji,  bowing  low 
His  gray  dissimulation,  disappeared 
Into  thin  air  diffused ;  for  now  began 
Night  with  her  sullen  wings  to  double-shade 
The  desert ;  fowls  in  their  clay  nests  were  couched ; 
And  now  wild  beasts  came  forth  the  woods  to  roam. 


Meanwhile  the  new-baptized,  who  vet  remained 
At  Jordan  with  the  Baptist,  and  had  sees. 
Him  whom  they  heard  so  late  expressly  called 
Jesus  Messiah,  Bon  of  Qod  declared,' 

>  This  ia  s  great  mistslia  of  the  pa«L  All  that  the  people  conid 
•ollect  from  the  declBrBtiona  of  ilohn  the  Baplist,  and  ibt  yoict  from 
HeBTen.  w&s,  that  he  nu  a  great  propliet,  and  Ihiswaa  all  they  did  in 
fact  ooUect  ;  tliey  were  uncerlaiu  whether  ho  was  their  promised 
M  eaaiah.— Warbartati. 
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And  on  that  high  authority  hod  beUered, 

And  with  him  talked,  and  with  him  lodged,  I  tbeaa 

Andrew  and  Simon,  famous  after  known, 

With  others,  though  in  hoi  j  writ  not  named. 

Now  missing  him  their  Jo;  eo  lately  foimd. 

So  lately  found,  and  so  abruptly  gone, 

Began  to  doubt,  and  doubted  many  days, 

And  as  the  days  increased,  increased  their  doubt : 

Sometimes  they  thougbt  he  might  be  only  shown. 

And  for  a  time  caught  up  to  God,  as  once 

Mosei  was  in  the  mount,  and  miesing  long; 

And  the  great  Thisbite,  who  on  fiery  wheels 

Bode  up  to  HeaTen,  yet  once  again  to  come. 

Therefore  as  those  joutig  prophets  then  with  cttra . 

Sought  lost  Elijah,'  so  in  each  place  these 

Nigh  to  Bethabara ;  in  Jericho 

The  city  of  palms,'  ^non,  and  Salem  old,* 

Macharus,'  and  each  town  or  city  walled 

On  this  side  the  broad  lake  Oenezaret, 

Or  in  PerfBa  ;  but  returned  in  Tain. 

Then  on  the  bank  of  Jordan,  by  e,  creek. 

Where  winds  with  reeds  and  osiers  whispering  play. 

Plain  fishennen,  no  greater  men  them  call,' 

Close  in  a  cottage  low  together  got, 

Their  imeipected  loss  and  plaints  ottt-breathed : 

"  Alas,  from  what  high  hope  to  what  relapsa 
Unlooked  for  are  ne  fi^en  J  our  eyes  beheld 
Messiah  certainly  now  come,  so  long 
Expected  of  our  fathers ;  we  have  heard 
His  words,  his  wisdom  full  of  grace  and  truth  ; 
Now,  now.  for  sure,  deliverance  is  at  hand. 
The  kingdom  shall  to  Israel  be  restored: 
Thus  we  rejoiced,  hut  soon  our  joy  is  turned 
Into  perplexity  and  new  amaze : 
For  wbiier  is  he  gone  ?  what  accident 
Hath  rapthim  from  us?  will  he  a 


"  A  bbepherd's  boy,  no  beUer  do  him  eaU." 
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Send  thy  Messiali  forth,  the  time  is  come ; 
Behold  the  kinga  of  the  earth  how  they  oppreas 
Thj  chosen,  to  what  height  their  power  imjiiat 
They  have  exalted,  and  behind  them  oast 
All  fear  of  thee;  arise  and  vindicate 


Sent  his  Anointed,  and  to  ua  revealed  him. 

By  his  great  prophet,  pointed  at  and  shown 

In  public,  ana  with  him  we  have  conversed; 

Let  ua  be  glad  of  this,  and  all  our  fears 

Lay  on  his  providence;  he  will  not  foil, 

Nor  will  withdr&w  him  now,  nor  will  recall. 

Mock  us  with  his  blest  sight,  then  snatch  him  hence ; 

Soon  we  shall  see  our  hc^,  our  joy  return." 

Thus  they  out  of  their  plaints  new  hope  resume 
To  find  whom  at  the  first  they  found  unsought : 
But  to  his  mother,  Mary,  when  she  saw 
Others  returned  from  baptism,  not  her  son, 
Nor  left  at  Jordan,  tidings  of  him  none. 
Within  her  breast  though  caim,  her  breast  though  pure. 
Motherly  cares  and  fears  got  head,  and  raised 
Some  troubled  thoughts,  which  she  in  sighs  thus  clad: 

"  Oh  what  avails  me  now  that  honour  high 
To  have  conceived  of  God.  or  that  salute, 
'  Hail,  highly  favoured,  among  women  hlestl' 
While  I  to  sorrows  am  no  lees  advanced, 
And  fears  as  eminent,  above  the  lot 
Of  other  women,  by  tiie  birth  I  bore. 
In  such  a  season  horn  when  scarce  a  shed 
Could  be  obtained  to  shelter  him  or  me 
From  the  bleak  air ;  a  stable  was  our  warmth, 
A  manger  his;  yet  soon  enforced  to  fly 
Thence  into  Egypt,  till  the  murderous  king 
Were  dead,  who  sought  his  life,  and  missing  filled 
With  infant  blood  the  streets  of  Bethlehem ; 
From  Egypt  home  returned,  in  Nazareth 
Hath  been  our  dwelling  many  years;  his  life 
Private,  unactive.  calm,  contem])lative. 
Little  suspicious  to  any  king ;  but  now 
Pull  grown  to  man,  acknowledged,  as  I  hear, 
By  John  the  Baptist,  and  in  public  shown. 
Son  owned  from  Heaven  by  his  Father's  voice ; 
1  looked  for  some  great  change ;  to  honour?  no, 
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But  trouble,  as  old  Simeon  plain  foretold, 
That  to  the  fall  uid  risiag  he  should  be 
Of  many  in  Israel,  and  to  a  sign 
Spoken  against,  that  throii^b  my  very  eoul 
A  sirord  ^all  pierce :  this  is  my  favoured  lot. 
My  exaltation  to  afflicttona  high 
Affiicted  I  may  be,  it  seems,  and  blest ; 
T  will  not  argue  that,  nor  will  repine. 
Sut  where  delays  he  now  ?  some  great  intent 
Conceals  hini :  when  twelve  years  he  scaixie  had  seen, 
I  lost  him,  but  so  found,  as  weD  I  saw 
He  could  not  losfl  himself;  but  went  about 
Hie  Father's  husiness ;  what  he  meant  1  mused. 
Since  understand;  much  more  his  absence  now 
Thus  long  to  some  great  purpose  he  obscures. 
But  I  to  wait  with,  patience  am  inured : 
My  heart  hath  been  a  storehouse  long  of  things 
And  sayings  laid  up,  portending  strange  events. 

Thus  Mary  pondering  oft,  and  oft  to  mind 
B«calling  what  remarkably  had  passed 
Since  first  her  salutation  heard,  with  thoughts 
Meekly  composed  awaited  the  fulfil  ling ;  i 

The  while  her  son  tracing  the  desert  wild. 
Sole  but  with  holiest  medila.tions  fed. 
Into  himself  descended,  and  at  once 
All  his  great  work  to  come  before  him  set; 
How  to  begin,  how  to  accomplish  best 
His  end  ofheit^  on  earlb,  and  mission  high : 
For  Satan,  with  aly  preface  to  return. 
Had  left  him  vacant,  and  with  speed  was  gone 
Up  to  the  middle  region  of  thick  air, 
'miere  all  his  potentates  in  council  sat ; 
lijere  without  sign  of  boast,  or  sign  of  joy, 
Solicitous  and  blank  he  thus  began : 

"  Princes,  Heaven's  ancient  sona,  ethereal  thrones, 
Demonian  spirits  now,  from  the  element 
Each  of  his  reign  allotted,  rightUer  called 
Powers  of  fire,  air,  water,  and  earth  beneath,' 
So  may  ne  hold  our  place,  and  these  mild  seats 
Without  new  trouble ;  such  an  enemy 

'  The  ancients  beliered  thai  ihera  wera  demons,  viaible  and  in- 
TiBible,  in  all  nurlB  of  the  four  elements.  See,  UcinouB,  Doctt.  Mat 
t  5.    Mich.  Paelliu,  DiaL  de  Dffim.  p.  41,  40,  r£o.    ApoL  Oa  Ueu 
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Is  risen  to  invade  us,  who  no  less 

ThreatenH  than  our  eipiilsion  down  to  Hell; 

I,  as  I  undertooli,  and  with  the  vote 

ConBenting  in  full  frequence'  was  empowered. 

Have  found  him,  viewed  him,  tasted  him,  hut  find 

Fax  other  labour  to  be  imdergone 

Than  when  I  dealt  with  Adam  first  of  men, 

Though  Adam  bj  his  wife's  Eilltirement  fell. 

However  to  this  man  inferior  far, 

If  he  be  man'  by  molher'a  aide  at  least. 

With  more  than  human  gifts  from  Heaven  adorned,' 

Perfections  absolute,  graces  divine. 

And  amplitude  of  mind  to  greatest  deeds. 

Therefore  I  am  returned,  lest  contidenca 

Of  my  success  with  Eve  in  Paradise 


Of  like  Bueceeding  here :  I  summon  all 
Rather  to  be  in  readiness,  with  hand 
Or  counsel  to  assist;  lest  I  who  erst 
Thought  none  mv  equal,  now  be  over-matched." 

So  spake  the  old  serpent  doubting,  and  from  all 
With  clamour  was  assured  their  utmost  aid 
At  his  command ;  when  from  amidst  them  rose 
Belial,  the  dissolutest  spirit  that  fell, 
The  sensualest,  and,  after  Asmodai. 
The  fleshliest  incubus,  and  thus  advised : 

"  Set  women  in  his  eye,  and  in  his  walk, 
Among  daughters  of  men  the  fairest  found ; 
Many  are  in  each  region  passing  fair 
As  tbe  noon  sky ;  more  like  to  goddesses 
Than  mortal  creatures,  graceful  and  discreet, 
Expert  in  amorous  arts,  enchanting  tongues 
Persuaave,  virgin  majesty  with  mOd 
And  sweet  allayed,  yet  terrible  to  approach. 
Skilled  to  retire,  and  in  retiring  draw 
Hearts  after  them  tangled  in  amorons  nets. 
Such  object  hath  the  power  to  soften  and  tame 
Severest  temper,  smooth  the  rugged'at  brow, 
Enerve,  and  with  voluptuous  hope  dissolve. 
Draw  out  with  credulous  desire,  and  lead 
At  will  the  manliest,  resotutest  breast. 
As  the  magnetic  hardest  iron  draws. 
Auemblj.  '  Soma  wonlil  pUoe  ■  coouna  after  mob. 

*  i.  (.  Ht  U  Bilotued. 


Women,  when  nothing  else,  beguiled  the  heart 
Of  wisest  Solomon,  and  made  him  build. 
And  made  him  how  to  the  gods  of  his  wives." 

To  whom  quick  answer  Satan  thus  returned : 
"  Belial,  in  much  uneven  scale  thou  weigh'st 
All  others  bj  thjself ;  because  of  old 
Thou  thyself  doat'dat  on  womankind,  admiring 
Their  shape,  their  colour,  ajid  attractive  grace ; 
None  are,  thou  think'st,  but  tahen'  willt  such  toys. 
Before  the  flood,  thou,  with  th;  lust;  crew. 
False  titled  sons  of  God,  roaming  the  earth, 
Cast  wanton  eyes  on  the  daughters  of  men, 
And  coupled  with  them,  and  begot  a  race. 
Have  we  not  seen,  or  by  relation  heard. 
In  courts  and  regal  chambers  how  thou  lurk'st, 
In  wood  or  grove  by  mossy  fountain  aide, 
In  valley  or  green  meadow,  to  waylay 
Some  beauty  rare,  Oalisto,  Clymene, 
Daphne,  or  Semele,  Antiopa, 
Or  Amymone,  Sjrini,  many  more 
Too  lonf;,  then  lay'st  thy  'scapes  on  names  adored ; 
ApoUo,  Neptune,  Jupiter,  or  Pan, 
Satjr,  or  Faun,  or  Sylvan?     But  these  haunts 
DeSght  not  all ;  among  the  sous  of  men. 
How  many  have  with  a  smile  made  small  account 
Of  beauty  and  her  lures,  easily  eeomed 
All  her  assaults,  on  worthier  things  intent? 
Remember  that  Pellean'  couqueror, 
A  youth,  how  all  the  beauties  of  the  east 
He  slightly  viewed,  and  slightly  overpassed  ; 
How  he  Bumamed  of  AJrica'  dismissed 
In  his  prime  youth  the  fair  Iberian  maid. 
For  Solomon,  he  lived  at  ease,  and  full 
Of  honour,  wealth,  high  fare,  aimed  not  beyond 
Higher  design  than  to  enjoy  his  state ; 
Thence  to  the  bait  of  women  lay  exposed : 
But  he  whom  we  attempt  is  wiser  far 
Than  Solomon,  of  moi«  esalted  mind, 

>  i.  (..  Tbon  thinkest  there  are  ncme  wlio  are  not  takto,  i.  t, 

"  Aleunder  tb«  Grest,  bom  at  Fella,  in  Ma<:edomH.  His  ( 
Dsnce  towafda  the  queeD  and  dauglners  of  DaiiuB,  when  Ihej 
Uken  priaoneiB  afler  the  battle  of  Aasus.  ia  set  forUi  b;  Q.  Curt,  i 

>  Soipio  Africanus,  Liv.  mi.  60.    Valer.  Uai.  iv.  3. 


Made  and  set  wholly  on  the  aocompliafament 
Of  greatest  things:  what  womoa  wtli  you  find 
Thoi^b  of  this  age  the  wonder  and  the  fame. 
On  whom  his  leieiire  will  Touchsafe  an  eye 
Of  fond  desire  ?  or  should  aUe  confident, 
As  sitting  ^ueen  adored  on  beauty's  throne, 
Descend  witli  all  her  winmng  charms  begirt 
To  enamour,  as  the  zone  qf  Venus  once 
Wrought  that  effect  on  Jove,'  so  fables  tell ; 
How  would  one  look  from  his  mj^j'^stic  hrow 
Seated  as  on  the  top  of  virtue's  hill, 
Discountenance  her  despised,  and  put  to  rout 
All  her  array ;  her  femaJe  pride  dejeot. 
Or  turn  to  reverent  awe  ?  for  beaut;  staads 
In  the  admiration  only  of  weak  minds 
Led  captive ;  cease  to  admire,  and  all  her  plumes 
Fall  flat  and  shrink  into  a  trivial  toy, 
At  every  sudden  slighting  quite  abated ; 
Therefore,  with  manlier  objects  we  must  try 
Hia  eonsbincy,  with  such  as  have  more  show 
Of  worth,  of  honour,  glory,  and  popular  praise; 
Bocks  whereon  greatest  men  have  ofUst  wrecked ; 
Or  that  which  only  seems  to  satisfy 
Lawful  desires  of  nature,  not  beyond ; 
And  now  I  know  he  hungers  where  no  food 
Is  to  be  found,  in  the  wide  wilderness ; 
Therest  commit  to  me ;  I  shall  let  pass 
No  advantage,  and  his  strength  as  oft  assay." 

He  ceased ;  and  heard  their  grant  in  loud  acclaim; 
Then  forthwith  to  him  takes  a  chosen  band 
Of  spirits  likest  to  himself  in  guile 
To  be  at  hand,  and  at  his  heok  appear. 
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If  cause  ivere  to  unfold  some  active  acene 
Of  Torious  persons,  each  to  know  his  pai-t ; 
Then  to  the  desert  takes  with  these  his  flight; 
Where  sUU  from  shade  to  shade  the  Son  of  God, 
After  forty  days'  faadng  had  remained, 
Now  hungering  first,  and  to  himself  thus  said ; 

"Where  will  this  end?    Four  times  ten  days  rvepasaj" 
Wandering  this  woody  maze,  and  human  food 
Nor  tasted,  nor  had  appetite ;  that  fast 
To  virtue  I  impute  not,  or  count  part 
Of  what  I  suffer  here :  if  nature  need  not, 
Or  God  support  nature  without  repast, 
lUhough  needing,  what  praise  is  it  to  endure  ? 
But  now  I  feel  I  hunger,  which  declares 
Nature  hath  need  of  what  she  asks ;  yet  God 
Can  satisfy  that  need  some  other  way, 
Though  hunger  still  remain :  so  it  remain 
Without  this  body's  wasting,  I  content  me. 
And  from  the  sting  of  famine  fear  no  harm : 
Nor  mind  it,  fed  with  hetter  thoughts  that  feed 
Me  hungering  more  to  do  my  Father's  will." 

It  was  the  hour  of  night,  when  thus  the  Son 
Communed  in  silent  walk,  then  laid  him  down 
Under  the  ho^itahle  covert  nigh 
Of  trees  thick  interwoven ;  there  he  slept, 
And  dreamed  as  appetite  is  wont  to  dream, 
Of  meats  and  drinks,  nature's  refreshment  sweet; 
Him  thought,  he  by  the  brook  of  Cherith  stood, 
And  saw  the  ravens  with  Iheir  homy  beaks 
'  Food  to  Elijah  brii^ng  even  and  mom. 
Though  ravenous,  taught  to   abstain  from  what   they 
He  saw  the  prophet  also  how  he  fled  [brought 

Into  the  desert,  and  how  there  ha  slept 
Under  a.jimipet;  then  how,  awaked. 
He  found  his  supper  on  the  coals  prepared, 
And  by  the  angel  was  bid  rise  and  eat. 
And  eat  the  second  time  after  repose. 
The  strength  whereof  sufficed  him  forty  days; 
'  'mes  that  with  Ehjah  he  partook, 
a  guest  with  Daniel  at  his  pulse, 
tore  out  night ;  and  now  the  herald  lark 
s  ground-nest,  high  towering  to  descry 

'  Sfm^an  vunld  read  "  w  a  guest." 
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The  mom's  approach,  and  greet  her  with  his  song : ' 

As  liehOy  from  his  grassy  couch  up  rose 

Our  Saviour,  and  found  all  was  but  a  dream; 

Fasting  he  went  to  sleep,  and  fasting  waked. 

Up  to  a  hill  ftnoa  his  stepB  he  reared. 

From  whose  high  top  to  ken  the  prospect  round, 

If  cottage  were  in  view,  sheep-cote,  or  herd ; 

But  cottage,  herd,  or  sheep-cote  none  he  saw, 

Only  in  a  bottom  saw  a  pleesant  grove, 

Witli  chauut  of  tuneful  birds  resounding  loud ; 

Thither  he  bent  his  way,  determined  there 

To  rest  at  noon,  and  entered  soon  the  shade 

High  roofed,  and  walks  beueath,  and  alleys  brown,* 

That  opened  in  the  midst  a  woody  scene ; 

Nature  s  own  work  it  seemed  (nature  taught  art), 

And  to  a  superstitions  eye  the  haunt 

Of  wood^ods  and  wood-nymphs ;  he  viewed  it  round. 

When  Buddeoly  a  man  before  him  stood. 

Not  ruatio  as  before,  but  seemlier  clad, 

As  one  in  city,  or  court,  or  palace  bred, 

And  with  fair  speech  these  words  to  him  addressed : 

"  With  granted  leave  officious  I  return,    , 
But  much  more  wonder  that  the  Son  of  God 
In  this  wild  solitude  so  long  should  bide 
Of  all  things  destitute,  and  well  I  know, 
Not  without  hunger.    Others  of  some  note, 
As  story  tells,  hase  trod  this  wilderness: 
The  fugitive  bond-woman  with  her  son. 
Outcast  Nehaioth,'  yet  found  here  rehef 
Bt  a  providing  angel ;  all  the  race 
of  Israel  here  had  famished,  had  not  God 
Rained  from  Heaven  manna :  and  that  prophet  bold. 
Native  of  Thebez,'  wandering  here  was  fed 


'  ChMcar,  Knight's  Tale,  1493— 

"  The  besy  lulte,  Ihe  meesoger  of  day, 
Baleweth  ia  hire  Bona  the  morwe  gray ; 
And  fiiT  FliebuB  rieeth  np  so  bright. 
Tlist  all  the  Orient  laagelh  of  the  sighL" 
)  Ad  Italian  eipreeaion,  cf.  Far,  Lost,  ii.  10S8. 
■  &  etrsnge  snbstitntian  of  the  son's  nune  for  thttt  of  the  &thaT ; 
for,  from  Gen.  nv.  13,itappeaT9UiBtNehaiDthiraa1heson  of  Ishmael. 
1  i.  I.  Tiahbe,  or  Thiihe.  the  birthplace  of  Ehjah.    I  shall  not  enter 
into  details,  but  will  merely  obeecie  that  Milloa  la  miMaken  (perhaps 
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Twice  by  &  Toice  mTiting  him  to  eat; 
Of  thee  these  forW  days  none  hath  regaid, 
Forty  and  more  ^serted  here  indeed." 

To  whom  thus  Jesus ;  "  What  conclud'st  thou  hence  f 
Thev  all  had  need;  I,  as  thou  seest,  have  none." 

"How  hast  thon  hunger  then?"  Satan  replied. 
"  Tell  me,  if  food  were  now  before  thee  Bet, 
WoiUdst  thou  not  eat  ?  "     "  Thereafter  as  I  like 
The  giver,"  answered  Jesus.     "  Why  should  that 
Cause  thy  refusal?"  eaid  the  Bubtle  fiend. 
"  Host  thou  not  right  to  all  created  tiiingsf 
Owe  not  all  crentures  by  just  right  to  thee 
Duty  and  service,  not  to  stay  tiQ  bid. 
But  tender  all  their  power?    Nor  mention  I 
Meats  by  the  law  unclean,  or  offered  first 
To  idols,  those  young  Daniel  could  refuse ; 
Nor  proffered  by  an  enemy,  though  who 
Would  scruple  that,  with  want  oppressed?    Behold, 
Nature  ashamed,  or  better  to  express. 
Troubled  that  thou  shouldst  hunger,  hath  purveyed 
From  all  the  elements  her  choicest  store 
To  treat  thee  as  beseems,  and  as  her  Lord 
With  honour;  only  deign  to  sit  and  eat" 

He  spoke  iio  dream,  for  as  his  words  had  end. 
Our  Saviour  lifting  up  his  eyes,  beheld 
In  ample  space,  under  the  broadest  shade, 
A  table  richly  spread,'  in  regal  mode, 
With  dishes  piled,  and  meats  of  noblest  sort 
And  savoor,  beasts  of  chase,  or  fowl  of  game. 
In  pastiT  built,  or  from  the  spit,  or  boileii, 
Gris-amber-steamed  ;*  all  fish  itom  sea  or  shore, 
Freshet,  or  purling  brook,  of  sheU  or  fin, 
And  esquisitest  name,'  for  which  was  drained 
FantUB,  and  Lucrine  Bay,  and  Afric  ooast 

lntaotianaU^)  in  making  tb 

the  Israe1il«9  were  fed  nilh  maona.  and  w 

■cene  of  tbe  temptation  ;  sndii  ■  latitude  ii 

dtniBbla. 

1  The  following  episoda  in  the  temptaciDn  is  doe  to  Uillon'a  imigi. 
nation.  As  usual,  it  labonrg  under  his  common  errar  of  Vm  redonduit 
Iftammg  uid  detaiL 

>  A  oondiment  much  more  common  in  Qu«en  Elizabeth's  time  Ihui 

I  The  Bomana  gave  the  most  eOraTagant  names  to  fleh  of  ezc[ni>i(> 
lute,  lodi  ta  efibrutn  JovU,  elupenia  Manna,  etn. 


Alas  I  how  mmple,  to  tkese  cates  compared. 
Was  that  crude  apple  tiiat  diverted  Eve, 
And  at  a  stately  sideboanl  by  the  wine 
That  &agTaDt  smcH  difiiieed,  in  order  atood 
Tall  stripling  youths'  rich  clad,  of  fairer  hue 
Than  Ganymed  or  Hylas ;  distant  more 
Under  the  Irees  now  trij^d.  now  solemn  stood. 
Nymphs  of  Diana's  train,  and  Naiades 
With  fiTiits  and  flowers  from  Amalthea'B  horn, 
And  ladies  of  the  Uesperides,  (hat  seemed 
Fairer  than  feigned  of  old,  or  fabled  sinoe 
Of  fairy  damsels  met  in  forest  wide 
By  knights  of  Logres,  or  of  Lyoues, 
Lancelot,  or  Pelleas,  or  Peilenore :' 
And  all  the  while  harmonious  airs  were  heard 
Of  chimiag  strings,  or  charming  pipes,  and  winds 
Of  gentlest  gale,  Arabian  odours  fanned 
From  their  soft  wings,  and  Flora's  eta-liest  smells. 
Such  was  the  splendour ;  and  the  tempter  now 
His  invitation  earnestly  renewed : 

"  What  doubts  tbe  Son  of  Ood  to  sit  and  eat  ? 
These  are  not  flniits  forbidden ;  no  interdict 
Defends '  the  touching  of  these  viands  pure ; 
Their  taste  no  knowledge  works,  at  least  of  evil. 
But  life  preserves,  destroys  life's  enemy, 
Hunger,  with  sweet  restorative  deUght. 
All  these  are  spirits  of  air,  and  woods,  and  i^rii^B, 
Thy  gentle  ministers,  who  oome  to  pay 
Thee  homage,  and  acknowledge  thee  their  Lord: 
What  doubt'st  thou,  Son  of  God  ?  Sit  down  and  eat" 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  temperately  replied  : 
*'  Said'st  thou  not  that  to  all  things  I  had  a  r^ht  ? 
And  who  withholds  my  power  that  right  to  use  ? 
Shall  I  receive  by  gift  what  of  my  own. 
When  and  where  likes  me  beat,  I  can  command? 
I  can  at  will,  doubt  not,  as  soon  as  thou,  ■ 
Command  a  table  in  this  wilderness. 
And  call  swift  flights  of  angels  ministrant 
Arrayed  in  glory  on  my  cnp  to  attend  : 

1  HUtan  keeps  ta  the  mtltnx  charaoter  in  desoribiug  Hie  aiicoutre- 

*  Here  Hiltoo's  learmn^  is  terribl;  in  sdvuioe  of  big  jadgment. 
Hill  toate  for  sihBasting  hia  whole  reading,  whether  appoBilo  or  not, 
does  seriDos  migcliieC  ■  Forbuu. 
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Why  Bhouldst  thou  then  obtrude  this  diligeace 
In  vain,  where  so  acceptance  it  can  find  ? 
And  with  my  hunger  what  hast  thou  to  do  ? 
Thy  pompous  dehcaciea  I  contemn, 
And  count  thy  Bpecioua  ^fls  no  gifts,  but  guiles." 

To  whom  thus  an9wei«d  Satan  maloontent : 
"  That  I  have  also  power  to  give  thou  seeat ; 
If  of  that  power  I  oring  thee  voluntary 
What  I  might  have  bestowed  on  whom  I  pleased. 
And  rather  opportunely  in  this  place 
Chose  to  impart  to  thy  apparent  need; 
Why  ehovildBt  thon  not  accept  it?    But  I  see 
What  I  can  do  or  offer  is  sttspeot ; 
Of  these  things  others  quickly  will  dispose, 
Whose  pains  have  earned  the  far  fet'  spoil."    With  that 
Both  table  and  provision  vanished  quite 
With  soimd  of  harpies'  wings,'  and  talons  heard; 
Only  the  importune  tempter  still  remained. 
And  vrith  these  words  his  temptation  pursued : 

"  By  hunger,  that  each  other  creature  tames, 
Thou  art  not  to  be  harmed,  therefore  not  moved. 
Thy  temperance  invincible  besides. 
Foe  no  aJliu«ment  yields  to  appetite, 
And  all  thy  heart  is  set  on  high  designs, 
H^h  actions;  but  wherewith  to  be  achieved? 
Great  acts  require  great  means  of  entenirise ; 
Thou  art  unknown,  unfriended,  low  of  birth, 
A  carpenter  thy  faUier  known,  thyself 
Bred  up  in  poverty  and  straits  at  home. 
Lost  in  a  desert  here,  and  hunger-bit ; 
Which  way  or  from  what  hope  dost  thou  aspire 
To  greatness  ?  whence  authority  deriv'st  ? 
What  followers,  what  retinae  canst  ihou  gain, 
Or  at  thy  heels  the  dizzy  multitude, 
Longer  than  thou  canst  feed  them  on  thy  cost  ? 
Money'  brings  honour,  Mends,  conquest,  and  realms: 
What  raised  Antipater  the  Edomite,'* 

'  FeWhed.  I 

3  We   haie  a  like  siwne  in  Shakspeaie,  in  tlia  Tempest,  act  iiL. 
wher^  '^  Beveral  etrange  Hhapea  bring  ia  a  buiq^Qet,"  and  aft«mards       I 
"  sDleiB  Uriel  like  t,  barp;,  cIbjib  his  irings  upon  Ihe  table,  and  with  a 
qoaint  device  the  banquet  Taniahee/' — Nawlon. 

>  Compare  Ibe  similar  pniences  by  <nhicb  Mammon  eDdearoon  to      I 
torn  aside  the  virtue  of  Sir  OajDH.    Faerie  Queen,  iL  T,  11. 

•  CL  Joaeph.  Antiq.  lii.  1.  J^  14.  I 
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And  his  son  Herod  placed  on  Judah's  throne 
(Thy  throne),  but  gold  that  got  him  puissant  friends? 
Therefore,  if  at  great  things  thou  wouldst  arriTe, 
Get  riches  first,  get  wealth,  and  treaBure  heap, 
Kot  dif&cult,  if  thou  hearken  to  me : 
Riches  are  mine ;  fortune  is  in  my  hand ; 
They  whom  I  favour  tluive  in  wealth  amain. 
While  virtue,  Talour,  wiadom,  sit  in  want." 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  patiently  replied ; 
"  Yet  wealth  wifliout  these  three  is  impotent 
To  giun  dominion,  or  to  keep  it  gained. 
Witness  those  ancient  empires  of  the  earth. 
In  height  of  all  their  flowing  wealth  disBolied  ■ 
But  men  endued  with  these  have  oft  attained 
In  lowest  poverty  to  highest  deeds : 
Gideon'  and  Jephtha,'  and  the  shepherd  lad,' 
Whose  offspring  on  the  throne  of  Judah  eat 
So  many  ages,  and  shall  yet  regain 
That  seat,  and  reign  in  Israel  without  end. 
Among  the  heathen  (for  throughout  the  world 
To  me  is  not  unknown  what  hath  been  done 
Worthy  of  memoriitl),  canst  thou  not  remember 
Qulntius,^  rahrioius,'  Curius,^  Regulus? 
For  I  esteem  those  names  of  men  bo  poor 
Who  could  do  mighty  things,  and  could  contemn 
Riches  though  offered  from  the  hand  of  kings. 
And  what  in  me  seems  wanting,  hut  that  I 
May  also  in  this  poverty  es  soon 
Accomplish  what  they  did,  perhaps,  and  more  ' 
Extol  not  riches,  then,  the  toil  of  fools. 
The  wise  man's  cumhrance  if  not  snare,  more  apt 
To  slacken  virtue,  and  abate  her  edge. 
Than  prompt  her  to  do  auglit  may  merit  praise 
What  if  with  like  aversion  I  reject 
Biches  and  realms;  yet  not  for  that  a  crown, 

»  Jndg.  vi.  18.  >  ib.  iL  1.  'Pa.  liiriil.  TO,  sq. 

•  i.  (.  QomtiuH  Cinoinnatoa. 

>  Fabricins,  vho  irilhstood  Ihe  large  often  of  King  Fytrbua  to  > 
him  in  negDliating  peaoa  with  the  Homans,  died  bo  poor,  (bat  he  w 
bnried  at  the  pubSo  eipense. 

*  Cnriua  Denl&tnfl  i-efaaed  the  l&bde  aaaigned  him  aa  tho  rewiud 
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Oolden  in  show,  ia  but  a.  wreath  of  thoms. 

Brin^  dangers,  troubles,  cares,  and  aleeplcHa  nights 

To  bun  who  wears  the  regal  diadem. 

When  on  his  shoulders  each  man's  burden  lies; 
For  therein  stands  the  office  of  a  liiug, 
His  honour,  virtue,  merit,  and  chief  praise, 
That  for  the  pubho  all  tliis  weight  he  beare. 
Yet  he  who  reigns  within  himself,  and  rules 
PasBiona.  desires,  and  fears,  is  more  a  kii^; 
Which  every  wise  and  virtuous  man  attains : 
And  who  attains  not,  ill  aspirss  to  rule 
Cities  of  men,  or  headstrong  multitudes. 
Subject  himself  to  anarchy  within, 
Or  kwleas  paaaions  in  him  which  he  serves. 
Eut  to  guide  nations  in  the  wa;  of  truth 
By  saving  doctrine,  and  from  error  lead 
To  know,  and  knowing  worship  God  aright. 
Is  yet  more  kingly ;  this  attracts  the  soul, 
Oovems  the  iimer  man,  the  nobler  part ; 
That  other  o'er  the  body  only  reigns, 
And  oft  by  force,  which  to  a  generous  mind 
So  reigning  can  he  no  sincere  delight 
Besides,  to  give  a  kingdom  hath  been  thought 
Oreater  and  nobler  done,  and  to  lay  down 
Far  more  magnanimous  than  to  assume. 
Biches  are  needless,  then,  both  for  themselves. 
And  for  thy  reason  why  they  should  be  sought. 
To  gain  a  sceptre,  ofteet  better  missed." 
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80  make  the  Son  of  God.  and  Satan  stood 
A  while  as  mute,  confounded  what  to  say. 
What  to  reply,  confuted  and  convinced 
Of  his  weak  ai^iing,  and  fallacious  drift ; 
At  length,  collecting  all  his  senient  wiles. 
With  BOotMug  words  renewed,  him  thus  accosts : 

"  I  see  thou  know'st  what  is  of  use  to  know, 
What  best  to  say  canst  say,  to  do  const  do ; 
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Thy  actions  to  thy  words  accord,  thy  words 

To  thy  large  heart  give  utterance  due,  t1>y  heart 

ContMiifl  of  good,  wise,  just,  the  perfect  ahape. 

Should  kinffs  and  nations  iii>m  thy  mouth  consult, 

Th^  council  would  be  as  the  oracle 

Unm  and  Thununim,  those  oroculous  gems 

On  Aaron's  breast ;  or  tongue  of  seers  old 

Infallible :  or  wert  thou  sought  to  deeds 

That  might  re<iuire  the  array  it  war,  tliy  skill 

Of  conduct  would  be  such,  that  all  the  world 

Could  not  sustain  thy  prowess,  or  Hubsiat 

In  battle,  though  against  thy  few  in  arms. 

These  godlike  virtues  wherefore  dost  thou  hide. 

Affecting  private  life,  or  more  obscure 

In  savage  wilderness  ?    Wherefore  deprive 

All  earth  her  wonder  at  thy  scU,  thyself 

The  fame  and  glory,  giory  the  reward 

That  sole  excites  to  high  attempts,  the  flame 

Of  most  erected  spirits,  most  tempered  pure 

Ethereal,  who  all  pleasures  else  despise, 

All  treasuies  and  all  gain  esteem  as  dross. 

And  dignities  and  powers  all  hut  tlte  h^hest? 

Thy  years  are  ripe,  and  oveivripe ;  the  son 

Of  Macedonian  Philip  had  ere  these 

Won  AsiEi,  and  the  throne  of  Cvrus  held 

At  his  dispose ;  young  Scipio'  had  brought  down 

The  Carthaginian  pride;  young  Pompey'  quelled 

The  Pontic  King,  and  in  trimnph  had  rode. 

Tet  years,  and  to  ripe  years  judgment  mature, 


The  more  he  grew  in  years,  the  more  inflamed 
With  glory,  wept  that  he  had  lived  so  long 
Inglorious :'  but  thou  yet  art  not  too  late." 

To  whom  our  Saviour  calmly  thus  replied : 
"  Thou  neither  dost  persuade  me  to  seelc  wealth 
For  empire's  sake,  nor  empire  to  affect 
For  glory's  sake,  by  all  thy  argument 

when  ha  vas  lent  u  Pn> 
tv-aight  lad  twentj'niae, 
y  age,  and  trauBfetKd  the 

^-, ...  't]',vtlteiibeirasBentagaiiutMitlirtiUt«s. 

3  See  Saeloa.  Jul.  Ccs.  J  7. 
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For  what  is  glory  but  the  blaze  of  fame, 

The  people's  praiae,  if  always  praise  unmixed? 

And  what  the  people  but  a  herd  confused, 

A  miBcellaneous  rabble,  who  extol 

Things  vulgar  and,  well  weighed,  scarce  worth  the  praise  ? 

They  praise,  and  thej  admire  they  know  not  what, 

And  know  not  whom,  but  as  one  leads  the  other ; 

And  what  delight  to  be  by  such  extolled. 

To  live  upon  their  tongues  and  be  their  talk, 

Of  whom  to  be  dispraised  were  no  small  praise. 

His  lot  who  dareB  he  aii^iilarl;  good  ? 

The  inteUigent  among  Ihem  and  the  wise 

Are  few,  and  glory  scarce  of  few  is  raised. 

This  is  true  glory  and  renown,  when  God, 

Looking  on  the  earth,  with  approbation  marks 

The  just  man,  and  divulges  him  through  Heaven 

To  all  his  angels,  who  with  true  applause 

Becount  his  praises :  thus  he  did  to  Job, 

When,  to  extend  his  fame  through  HeaTen  and  earth. 

As  thou  to  thj  reproach  maysl  well  remember, 

He  asked  thee,  '  Haat  thou  seen  my  serrent  Job  ? ' 

Famous  he  was  in  Heaven,  on  earth  less  known ; 

Where  glory  is  false  glory,  attributed 

To  things  not  glorious,  men  not  worthy  of  fame 

They  err  who  count  it  glorious  to  subdue 

By  conquest  far  and  wide,  to  over-run 

Large  countries,  and  in  fields  great  battles  win. 

Great  cities  by  assault :  what  do  these  worthies, 

But  rob  and  spoil,  bum,  slaughter,  and  enslave 

Peaceable  nations,  neighbouring,  or  remote. 

Made  captive,  yet  deserving  freedom  more 

Than  those  their  conquerors,  who  leave  behind 

Nothing  but  ruin  wheresoe'er  they  rove, 

And  all  the  flourisbing  works  of  peace  destroy. 

Then  swell  with  pride,  and  must  oe  titled  gods, 

Great  benefactors  of  mankind,  deliverers. 

Worshipped  wilh  temple,  priest,  and  sacrifice; 

One  is  the  eon  of  Jove,  of  Mars  the  other; 

Till  conqueror  Death  discover  them  scarce  men. 

Rolling  m  brutish  vices,  and  defonued, 

Violent  or  shameful  death  their  due  reward. 
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By  deeds  of  peace,  bj  wisdom  eminent, 


Who  namea  not  now  with  honour  patient  Job  ? 
Poor  Socrates  (who  next  more  memorable  ?) 
Bj  what  be  taught  and  suffered  for  so  doing, 
For  truth's  soke  suffering  death  unjust,  lives  notr 
Equal  in  fame  to  proudest  conquerora. 
Yet  if  for  &me  ana  glor;  aught  be  done. 
Aught  Buffered ;  if  young  African '  for  fame 
His  wasted  country  freed  from  Punic  rage, 
The  deed  becomes  unpraised,  the  man  at  leasts 
And  loses,  though  but  verbal,  his  reward. 
Shall  I  seek  glory,  tben,  as  vain  men  seek. 
Oft  not  deserved?    I  seek  not  mine,  but  his 
Who  sent  me,  and  thereby  witness  whence  I  am." 

To  whom  the  tempter  mnrmuiing  thus  replied; 
"  Think  not  so  slight  of  glory;  therein  least 
Beaemhling  thy  great  Father:  he  seeks  glory, 
And  for  his  glory  all  things  made,  all  things 
Ordere  and  governs ;  nor  content  in  Heaven 
By  all  his  angels  glorified,  requires 
Glory  from  men,  from  all  men,  good  or  bad. 
Wise  or  unwise,  no  difference,  no  esemption ; 
Above  all  sacrifice  or  hallowed  giSt 
Glory  be  requires,  and  glory  he  receives 
Promiscuous  from  all  nations,  Jew,  or  Greek, 
Or  barbarous,  nor  exception  hath  declared ; 
From  us,  his  foes  pronounced,  glory  he  exacts.' 

To  whom  our  Saviour  fervently  replied ; 
"  And  reason ;  since  his  word  all  things  produced. 
Though  chiefly  not  for  glory  as  prime  end, 
But  to  show  forth  his  goodness,  and  impart 
His  good  communicable  to  every  soul 
Freely ;  of  whom  what  could  he  less  expect 
Than  glory  and  benediction,  that  is,  thanks, 
The  slightest,  easiest,  readiest  recompense 
From  them  who  could  return  him  nothing  else. 
And,  not  returning  that,  would  likeUest  render 
Contempt  instead,  dishonour,  obloquy  ? 
Hard  recompense,  unsuitable  return 
For  so  much  good,  so  much  beneficence. 
^  i.  e.  Scipio  AfricauuB, 
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Hut  whj  should  man  seek  glory,  nho  of  liia  otn 
Hath  Dothiiig,  and  to  whom  nothina  l>eloiig8 
But  condemnation,  ignomin  j,  and  ^ame  ? 
Who  for  BO  many  benefits  received 
Turned  recreant  to  God,  ingrata  and  false, 
And  so  of  all  true  good  himself  despoiled ; 
Yet,  Baerilegious,  to  himself  would  take 
That  which  to  Ood  alone  of  right  belongs; 
Yet  so  much  boun^  is  in  God,  such  grace. 
That  who  advance  his  glory,  not  their  own. 
Them  he  himself  to  glory  will  adrance." 

So  spake  the  eon  of  God :  and  here  a^a 
Satan  had  not  to  answer,  but  stood  sCruLk 
With  guilt  of  his  own  sin,  for  he  himself 
Insatiable  of  glory  had  lost  all ; 
Yet  of  another  plea  bethought  him  soon : 

"  Of  glory,  as  thou  wilt,"  said  he,  "  so  deem. 
Worth  or  not  worth  the  seeking,  let  it  pass: 
But  to  a  kingdom  thou  art  bom.  ordained 
To  sit  upon  thy  father  David's  throne ; 
By  mother's  side  thy  father ;  though  diy  right 
Be  now  in  powerful  hands,  that  will  not  pan 
Easily  from  possession  won  with  arms : 
Judea  now,  and  all  the  promised  land, 
fteduced  a  province  under  Roman  yoke. 
Obeys  Tiberius ;  nor  is  always  ruled 
With  temperate  sway ;  oft  have  tber  violated 
The  temple,  oft  the  law  with  foul  affionts. 
Abominations  rather,  as  did  once 
Antiochus;  and  think'st  tliou  to  regain 


Retired  unto  the  desert,  but  with  arms ; 
And  o'er  a  mighty  king  so  oft  prevaUed, 
That,  by  strong  hand,  his  family  obtained. 
Though  priests,  the  crown,  and  David's  throne  uanrped. 
With  Modin*  and  her  suburbs  once  content 
If  kingdom  move  thee  not,  let  move  thee  zeal 
And  duty ;  zeal  and  duty  are  not  slow ; 
But  on  occasion's  forelock  watchful  wait. 
Thev  themselves  rather  are  occasion  best, 
Zeal  of  thy  Father's  house,  duty  to  free 
Thy  oounby  irom  her  heathen  servitude ; 
>  The  original  oonntiT  of  th«  UxMibeeih 
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So  Shalt  thou  test  fulfil,  best  verify 

The  prophets  old,  irho  sung  thy  endless  reign ; 

The  happier  reign  the  sooner  it  begins : 

Reign  dies;  what  canst  Ihou  better  da  the  while?" 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answer  thus  returned : 
"  AH  things  are  best  fulfilled  in  their  due  time, 
And  time  there  is  for  all  things,  Truth  hath  said  - 
If  of  my  reiffu  prophetic  writ  hath  told, 
That  it  shall  never  end,  so  when  begin 
The  Father  in  his  purpose  hath  decreed, 
He  in  whose  hand  all  times  and  seasons  roll 
What  if  he  hath  decreed  that  I  shall  first 
Be  tried  in  humble  state,  and  things  adverse, 
By  tribulations,  injuries,  insiUts, 
Contempts,  and  scorns,  and  snares,  and  violence. 
Suffering,  abstaining,  quietly  especting, 
Without  distrust  or  doubt,  that  he  may  know 
What  I  can  suffer,  how  obey  ?    Who  best 
Can  suffer,  best  can  do ;  best  reign,  who  first 
Well  hath  obeyed ;'  just  trial  ere  I  merit 
My  exaltation  without  change  or  end. 
But  what  concerns  it  thee  when  I  begin 
My  everlasting  kingdom?  whyarttbou 
Solicitous?  what  moves  thy  inquisition? 
Know'st  thou  not  that  my  rising  is  thy  faU, 
And  my  promotion  will  be  thy  destruction?" 

To  whom  the  tempter,  inly  racked,  replied : 
"  Let  that  come  when  it  comes ;  aO  hope  is  lost 


If  tiere  be  worse,  the  expectation  more 
Of  worse  torments  roe  than  the  feeling  can. 
I  would  be  at  the  worst ;  worst  is  my  port, 
My  harbour,  and  my  ultimate  repose. 
The  end  I  would  attain,  my  final  good 
Mf  error  was  my  error,  and  my  crime 
My  crime ;  whatever  for  itself  condemned,* 
And  will  alike  be  punished,  whether  thou 
Reign  or  reign  not ;  thoi^h  to  that  genUe  brow 
Wilungly  I  could  fiy,  and  hope  thy  reign, 
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From  that  placid  aapM  uid  meek  regard. 

Rather  ttian  aggraTate  my  evil  state, 

Would  stand  between  me  and  thy  Father's  ire 

(Whose  ire  I  dre^d  more  than  the  fire  of  Hell), 

A  shelter  and  a  kind  of  shading  cool 

IntenMaition,  as  a.  BUmmer'a  cloud. 

If  I  then  to  the  worst  that  can  he  haste, 

Whj  move  thy  feet  so  alow  to  what  is  best. 

Happiest  bath  to  thyself  and  all  the  world, 

That  thou  who  worthiest  art  shouldst  be  their  king? 

Perhaps  thou  linge/st  in  deep  thoughts  detained 

Of  the  enterprise  so  hazardous  and  high ; 
No  wonder,  for  though  in  thee  be  united 

What  of  perfection  can  in  man  he  found. 

Or  human  nature  can  receive,  consider 

Thy  life  Lath  yet  been  privBte,  most  part  spent 

A.t  home,  scarce  viewed  the  Qalilean  towns. 

And  once  a  year  Jerusalem,  few  days' 

Short  sojourn ;  and  what  thence  couldst  thou  observe? 

The  world  thou  hast  not  seen,  much  less  her  glory. 

Empires,  and  monarchy,  and  their  radiant  courts. 

Best  school  of  heat  eEperience,  quickest  insight 

In  all  thingH  that  to  greatest  actions  lead. 

The  wisest,  uneiperienced,  will  be  ever 

Timorous  and  loth,  with  novice  modesty 

(Aa  he  who,  seeking  assea,  found  a  kingdom). 

Irresolute,  unhardy.  unadtenturous ; 

But  I  will  bring  thee  where  thou  soon  shall  quit 

Those  rudiments,  and  see  before  thine  eyes 

The  monarchies  of  the  earth,  their  pomp  and  state. 

Sufficient  introduction  to  inform 

Thee,  of  thyself  so  apt.  in  regal  arts, 

And  regal  mysteries,  that  thou  mayst  know 

How  best  liieir  opposition  to  withstand." 

With  that  (auch  power  was  given  him  then)  be  took 
The  Son  of  God  up  to  a  mountain,  high. 
It  was  a  mountain'  at  whose  verdant  feet 
A  spacious  plain,  oulrstretched  in  circuit  wide, 
Lay  pleasant ;  from  his  side  two  rivers  flowed, 
The  one  winding,  the  other  straight,  and  left  between 
Fair  champain,  with  leaa  rivers  in  terveined, 


'  The  SeriptnreB  sre  sijent  as  to  the  nune  at 
UUloD.  prohsblr.  had  Tsams  in  view ;  tbe  two  liveta  being  Ifae 
£aphrat«a  Bud  Tigm. — See  Mutsn. 
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Then  meeting,  joined  their  trihuM  to  the  eea: 

Fertile  of  com  the  glebe,  of  oil.  and  wine ; 

With  herds  the  pastures  Uirouged,  with  flocks  the  hills; 

Huge  cities  and  high-towered,  that  well  might  seem 

The  seats  of  mightiest  monarchs.  and  so  lai^ 

The  prospect  was.  that  here  and  there  was  room 

For  barren  desert  fountainless  and  dry. 

To  this  high  mountain-top  the  tempter  hrought 

Our  Saviour,  and  new  train  of  words  began ; 

"  Well  have  we  epeeded,  and  o'er  bill  and  dale. 
Forest,  and  field,  and  flood,  temples  and  towers, 
Cut  shorter  man;  a  league ;  here  thou  behdd'st 
Ass^a  and  her  empire's  ancient  bounds, 
Araies  and  the  Caspian  lake,  thence  on 
As  far  as  Indus  east,  Euphrates  west. 
And  oft  beyond ;  to  south  the  Persian  bay. 
And  inaccessible  the  Arabiaa  drouth : 
Here  Nineveh,  of  length  within  her  wall 
Several  days'  journey,  built  by  Ninus  old. 
Of  that  fii-st  golden  monarchy  the  seat. 
And  seat  of  Salmanassar,  whose  success 
Israel  in  long  captiTity  still  mourns; 
There  Babylon,  the  wonder  of  all  tongues. 
As  «ncient,but  rebuilt  by  him'  who  twice 
Judah  and  all  thy  father  David's  house 
Led  captive,  and  Jerusalem  laid  waste. 
Till  Cyrus  set  them  free ;  Persepolia 
His  city  there  thou  seest,  and  Bactra  there; 
Ecbatana  her  structure  vast  there  shows, 


The  drink  of  none  but  kings  :*  of  later  fitme 
Built  bj  Ematiiian'  or  by  Parthian  hands, 
The  great  Seleuda,  Nisibis,'  and  there 
Artaiata,  Teredon,*  Ctesipbon, 

'  NebacbadneEzar,  vba  led  the  Jews  e&ptivs  twice,  fiist  Id  the 
TeiEn  of  Jehoiachin,  and  BflenrardBin  that  ofZedekiita. 

>  A  Duue  spplied  to  the  rapital  of  Parthia,  from  the  unmbar  of  har 
gates. 

■  See  tbe  cunoiu  diaeertation  of  Jortin.  in  Newton's  edition,  and 
the  UDiversal  HiBtoij,  v.  6,  p.  lUi,  ed.  8vo. 
*  j,  (.  Macedoni&a,  liz..  bf  the  Bacceaeors  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

>  Called  also  Aatiocliiis. 

'  A  city  near  the  Persian  Baj,  below  tbe  con£iienee  of  the  £a- 
pbialea  and  the  Tigris. ' 
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Tuniing  with  easy  eye  thou  majst  behold. 

All  these  the  Parthian,  now  some  aaee  past, 

St  great  Araaces  >  led,  who  foimdea  first 

That  empire,  imdcT  his  dominion  holds. 

From  the  luxurions  kings  of  Antioch  won. 

And^ust  in  time  thou  com'at  to  have  a  view 

Of  his  great  power ;  for  now  the  Parthian  Ung 

In  CtesipbOQ  hath  gathered  all  his  host 

Against  the  Scjthian,  whose  incursions  wild 

Have  wasted  Sogdiana ;  to  her  aid 

He  marches  now  in  haste :  eee,  thoi^h  from  far. 

His  thousands,  in  what  martial  equipage 

Thej  issue  forth,  ateel  hows,  and  sh^'ts  their  arms 

or  equal  dread  in  flight,  or  in  pursuit ; 

All  horsemen,  in  which  fight  thej  raost  excel ; 

See  how  in  warlike  muster  they  appear, 

In  rhombs  and  wedges,  and  half-mooDB,  and  wings.' 

He  looked,  and  saw  what  numbers  numberless 
The  city  gales  o^^poured,  light  armid  troops 
In  coats  o(  mail  and  military  pride ; 
In  mail  their  horses  elad,  yet  fleet  and  strong, 
Prancing  their  riders  bore,  the  flower  and  choice 
Of  many  provinces  from  hound  to  bound ; 
From  Arachosia,*  boai  Candaor  east, 
And  Mai^ana  to  the  Hyrcanian  eliffl 
Of  Caucasus,  and  dark  loerian  dales, 
From  Atropatia'  and  the  neighbouring  plains 
Of  Adiabene,  Media,  and  the  south 
Of  Susiana,  to  Balsara's  haven.* 
He  saw  them  in  their  forms  of  battle  ranged. 
How  quick  they  wheeled,  and  flying  behind  them  ehot 
Bhtirp  sleet  of  arrowy  showers  against  the  face 
Oi  their  pursuers,  and  overcame  by  flight ; 
The  field  all  iron  oast  a  gleaming  brown : 
Nor  wanted  clouds  of  foot,  nor  on  each  bom 
Cuirassiers  all  in  steel  for  standing  flght. 
Chariots  or  elephants  indorsed  wi&  towers' 
Of  archers,  nor  of  labouring  pioneers 

'  His  rerolt  ie  pUoed  ij  Prideaiii  £80  b.  o.  It  maj  be  obserred, 
that  there  ia  a  aertons  anBchroniam  in  onr  SbtIoiii  being  here  made  to 
behold  citJea,  long  eioee  rained,  in  b  flonnebing  condilioa. 

'  Ne«r  the  Indua.        »  West  of  Media.        '  The  aame  «  Teredon. 

>  I,  t.  will)  toweia  apon  their  badca.  Milton  hen  aaea  indBrud  u>- 
ODTdlng  to  it!  strict  deiivalire  meaning,  from  ■■  and  domai. 


A  multitude  with  ^)ades  and  ia.ee  armed, 
To  lay  hiUs  iilain,  feU  woods,  or  vaUeys  fiU, 
Or  wbere  plain  was  raise  hill,  ot  overlay 
With  bridges  rivers  proud,  as  with  a  yoke ; 
Mules  after  these,  camels  anJd  dromedaries. 
And  waggons  fraught  with  utensilB  of  war. 
Such  forces  met  not,  nor  so  wide  a  camp, 
When  Agrican,'  with  all  his  northern  powers. 
Besieged  Albracca,  as  romances  teU, 
The  city  of  Gallaphrone,  from  thence  to  win 
Tie  fairest  of  her  sex,  Aagelica 
His  daughter,  sought  hy  many  prowest  knights, 
Both  Paraiin,  and  the  peers  of  Charlemain. 
Such  and  so  numerous  was  their  chivalry : 
At  sight  whereof  the  flend  yet  more  presumed, 
And  to  our  Saviour  thus  his  words  renewed ; 

"  That  thou  majst  know  I  seek  not  to  engage 
Thy  virtue,  and  not  every  way  secure 
Od  no  slight  grounds  thy  safe^ ;  hear,  and  mark 
To  what  end  I  have  brought  thee  hither,  and  shown 
All  tJiis  fair  sight :  thy  kingdom,  though  foretold 
By  prophet  or  hy  angel,  unless  thou 
Endeavour,  as  thy  father  David  did. 
Thou  never  shalt  obtain :  prediction  still 
In  all  things,  and  bH  men,  eupposes  means ; 
Without  means  used,  what  it  predicts  revokes. 
But  say  thou  wert  possessed  of  David's  throne, 
By  free  consent  of  all,  none  opposiM, 
Samaritan  or  Jew ;  how  couldst  thon  hope 
Long  to  enjoy  it  quiet  and  secure, 
Between  too  such  enclosing  enemies, 
Soman  and  Parthian?    Therefore  one  of  these 
Thou  must  make  sure  thy  own :  the  Parthian  first, 
By  my  advice,  as  nearer,  and  of  late 
Found  able  by  invasion  to  annoy 
Thy  country,  and  captive  lead  away  her  kings, 

'  See  Boiardo'a  Orlando  Innmorat  i.  10.  "  It  must,  I  think,"  ob- 
eervefl  Thjer.  '^  be  acknowledged  b^  the  oreateBt  odmirere  ot  Milton, 
that  the  imprea^oD  vhich  romaaceH  had  made  upon  bia  iTDagioadon 
in  bia  jaatb,  baa  in  this  plaoe  led  him  ista  a  blameable  eicesa.  Not 
to  meuUou  the  notoriooB  bbolonsaess  of  the  fact  alluded  to,  wbicb  I 
doubt  some  peapla  will  cenanre  in  a  poem  of  bo  grave  a  turn,  the 
number  of  the  troop!  of  Agricao,  &c.,  is  bj  far  loo  niDCh  dispropor- 
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Anligonna  and  old  Hjrcanue,  bound, 

Maugre  the  Boman  ;  it  shiill  be  my  task 

To  render  thee  the  Farthiaji  at  dispose ; 

Chooae  which  thou  wilt,  by  conquest  or  bj  league 

Bt  him  thou  shalt  regain,  without  him  not. 

That  which  tklone  can  truly  reinstal  thee 

In  David's  royal  seat,  his  true  successoi', 

Dehveraiiee  of  thy  brethren,  those  ten  li'ibea 

"Whose  offtpring  m  his  territory  yet  serve. 

In  Uabor,'  and  among  the  Medes  dispersed ; 

Ten  sons  of  Jacob,  two  of  Joseph,  lost 

Thus  long  from  Israel,  serving  as  of  old 

Their  fathers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  served, 

Tliis  offer  sets  before  thee  to  deliver. 

These  if  from  servitude  thou  shaJt  restore 

To  their  inheritance,  then,  nor  till  then, 

Thou  on  the  throne  of  David  in  full  gloiy, 

From  Egypt  to  Euphrates,  and  beyond, 

Shalt  reign,  and  Borne  or  Csssar  not  need  feat " 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answered  thus  unmoved  ■ 
"  Much  ostentation  vain  of  Seshly  arm. 
And  fragile  arms,  much  instrument  of  war 
Long  in  preparing,  soon  to  nothing  brought. 
Before  mine  eyes  thou  hast  set ;  and  in  my  ear 
Vented  much  policy,  and  projects  deep 
Of  enemies,  o!  aids,  battles,  and  leagues. 
Plausible  to  the  world,  to  me  worth  nought 
Means  I  must  use,  thou  say' st,  prediction  else 
Will  unprediot  and  fail  ma  of  the  throne : 
My  time,  I  told  thee  (and  that  time  for  thee 
Were  better  farthest  off),  is  not  yet  come; 
When  that  comes,  think  not  thou  to  find  me  slack 
On  my  part  aught  endeavouring,  or  to  need 
Thy  politio  maxims,  or  that  cumbersome 
Luggage  of  wai'  there  shown  me,  argimient 
Of  uuman  weakness  rather  than  of  strength. 
My  brethren,  as  thou  caU'st  them,  those  ten  tribes 
I  must  deUver,  il'  I  mean  to  reign 
David's  true  heir,  and  his  full  sceptre  sway 
To  just  extent  over  all  Israel's  sons. 
But  whence  to  thee  this  zeal?    Where  was  it  then 
For  Israel,  or  for  David,  or  his  throne, 
When  thou  8t«od'st  up  his  tempter  to  the  jiride 
>2Kiiig»iriii.ll. 
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Of  numbering  Israel,  which  cost  the  lives 
Of  threescore  and  ten  thousand  Israelites 
By  three  days'  peatilence?     Such  was  thy  zeal 
To  Israel  then,  the  same  that  now  to  me. 
As  for  those  capliTe  tribes,  tbamselves  were  they 
Who  wrought  iheir  OWE  captivity;   fell  off 
From  QoA  lo  worship  calves,  the  deities 
Of  Egypt;  Baal  next,  and  Asbtaroth, 
And  Bill  the  idolatriee  of  heathen  round, 
Besides  their  other  worse  than  heathenish  crimei ; 
Nor  in  the  land  of  their  captivity 
Humbled  themselves,  or  penitent  besought 
The  God  of  tlieir  forefathers ;  but  bo  died 
Impenitent,  and  left  a  race  behind 
Like  to  themselves,  distinguishable  scarce 
From  Gentiles,  but  by  oircumcision  vain. 
And  God  with  idols  in  their  worship  joined. 
Should  I  of  these  the  liberty  regard, 
Who,  freed,  as  to  their  aneient  patrimony, 
Unhumbled,  unrepentant,  uoreformed. 
Headlong  would  follow ; '  and  to  their  gods,  perhaps. 
Of  Bethel  and  ot  Dan?    No,  let  them  serve 
Their  enemies,  who  serve  idols  vrith  God. 
Yet  he  at  length,  time  to  himself  best  known,    ■ 
Bemembering  Abraham,  by  some  wondrous  call 
'iS.a.y  bring  them  back  repentant  and  sincere. 
And  at  their  passing  cleave  the  Assyrian  flood. 
While  lo  their  native  land  vrith  joy  they  haste. 
As  the  Red  Sea  aad  Jordan  once  he  cleft. 
When  to  the  promised  land  their  fathers  passed: 
To  his  due  time  and  proridence  I  leave  them." 
So  spake  Israel's  true  king,  and  to  the  fiend 
Made  answer  meet,  that  made  void  all  his  wiles. 
80  fares  it  when  with  truth  falsehood  contends. 


Perpi^sxd  and  troubled  at  his  bad  suooesa. 
The  tempter  stood,  nor  had  what  to  reply ;    . 

'  There  is  great  difflcoltj  in  this  pueage,  nnlesa  tl 
"  Heulloug  iFoiild  follow  aa  lo  their  uusient  patnin 
goda,perhaDi." 
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Discorered  in  his  fraud,  thromi  bom  his  hope 

So  oft,  and  the  persuastTe  rhetorio 

That  sleeked  his  tongue,  and  won  so  much  on  Eta^ 

So  liitle  here,  ne,y  lost ;  but  Eve  was  Eve. 

This  far  his  over-match,  who.  eelMeceiTed 

And  rash,  beforehand  had  no  better  weighed 

The  strength  he  was  to  nope  with,  or  hia  own ; 

But  OS  a  man  who  had  been  loatdiless  held 

In  ciuming,  over-reached  where  least  he  thought, 

To  salve  hia  credit,  and  for  very  spite. 

Still  will  be  tempting  him  who  foils  him  still. 

And  never  cease,  though  to  his  shame  the  mare ; 

Or  as  a  swaim  of  flies  in  vintage  time. 

About  the  wine-press  where  sweet  must  is  poured, 

Beat  off,  ratuins  as  oft  with  humming  sound ; 

Or  Biu-ginff  waves  against  a  solid  rook, 

Though  all  to  shivers  dashed,  &e  assault  renew. 

Vain  Dfttterj,  and  in  froth  or  bubbles  end ; 

80  Satan,  whom  repulse  upon  repulse 

Uet  ever,  and  to  sbameiul  sUence  brought, 

let  gives  not  o'er,  though  desp^ate  of  success. 

And  his  vain  importunity  pursues. 

He  brought  otii  Saviour  to  the  western  side 

Of  that  high  mountain,  whence  he  m^ht  behold 

Another  plain,'  long,  but  in  breadth  not  wide. 

Washed  bv  the  southern  sea,  and  on  the  north 

To  equal  leiwdi  backed  with  a  ridge  of  hills, 

That  screened  the  fruits  of  the  earui  and  seats  of  men 

From  cold  septentrion*  blasts;  thenoe  in  &e  midst* 

Divided  by  a  river,  of  whose  banks 

On  each  s»de  an  imperial  ci^  stood. 

With  towers  and  temples  proudly  elevate 

On  seven  small  hills,  with  palaces  adorned, 

Porches  and  theatres,  baths,  aqueducts, 

Statues  and  trophies,  and  triumphal  arcs, 

Gardens  and  groves,  presented  to  his  eyes. 

Above  the  height  of  mountains  interposed ; 

By  what  strange  parallax,  or  optic  skill 

Ol  vision  multiplied  through  air,  or  glass 

Of  telescope,  were  curious  to  inquire ; 

And  now  the  tempter  thus  his  suence  broke  : 

'  Italv,  irhisb  ii  nshed  bj  the  Ueditcmneui  on  the  lontb, 
MTHned  by  the  Northem  Alpi  oa  the  north,  and  diiided  in 
midn  by  the  rirer  Tiber.  >  Northern. 


"  The  city  which  thou  seest  nc  other  deem 
Than  great  and  glorious  Borne,  queen  of  the  9arth 
So  hx  renowned,  And  with  the  spoils  enriched 
Of  nations;  there  the  eapitol  thou  aeest 
Above  the  rest  liftdng  his  stately  head 
On  the  Tarpeian  rock,  her  citadel 
Impregnable,  and  there  Mount  Palatine, 
The  imperial  palace,  compass  huge,  and  high 
The  structure,  skill  of  noblest  architects, 
With  gilded  battlements,  conspicuous  far, 
Turreta  and  terraces,  and  glittering  spires. 
Many  a  fair  ediiice  besides,  more  like 
Houses  of  gods  (so  well  I  hare  disposed 
M J  airy  mioroscopel ,  thou  mayst  behold 
Outside  and  inside  both,  pillars  and  roofe. 
Carved  work,  the  hand'  en  famed  artificers 
In  cedar,  marble,  ivory,  or  gold- 
Thence  to  the  gates  cast  round  thine  eye,  and  see 
What  conflux  issuing  forth,  or  entering  in : 
Frtetnrs,  proconsuls  to  their  provinces 
Hasting,  or  on  return,  in  rol>es  of  state ; 
Lictors  and  n>ds,  the  enmgns  of  their  power, 
L^onsand  cohorts,  turms'  (tf  horse  and  wings; 
Or  embassies  from  regions  far  remote 
In  vanous  habits  on  the  Appian*  road. 
Or  on  the  Emihan,  some  from  farthest  south, 
Byene,  and  where  the  shadow  both  way  falls, 
Merop,  Nilotic  isle,  and  more  to  west. 
The  realm  of  Boochus*  to  the  Black-moor  sea ; 
From  the  Asian  Mugs,  and  Parthian  among  thes^ 
From  India  and  the  golden  Chersonese, 
And  utmost  Indian  isle,  Taprobane, 
Dusk  faces  with  white  silken  turbans  wreathed, 
From  Gallia,  Gades,  and  the  British  west, 
Germans  and  Scythians,  and  Sarmatians  north 
Beyond  Danubius  to  the  Tauric  pool.' 
All  nations  now  to  Rome  obedience  pay. 
To  itome's  great  emperor,  whose  wide  domain 
In  unple  tniitory,  wealth  and  power, 

'  Handiwork,  a  Latiaiem,  at  la  Tirg.  ^u.  L  IM. 

*  Troops,  the  Tdtln  lurma. 

*  Tha  Apiiiui  road  trcou  Borne  led  Unrards  Uw  9 ,  tlie  'PmninTi 
lowurds  the  M.  at  Italj. 

*  Msoritania.  *  The  Pains  ISaatis. 


Civilit?  of  mannen,  aits  and  anus, 
And  long  renown,  thow  justly  mayst  prefer 
Before  the  Parthian ;  these  two  thrones  except. 
The  rest  ere  barbarous,  and  scarce  worth  the  sigh^ 
Shared  among  petty  kings  too  far  removed; 
These  having  shown  thee,  I  have  shown  ihee  all 
The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  their  (jlory. 
This  emperor'  hath  no  son,  and  now  is  old. 
Old  and  lasoivioua,  and  from  Borne  retired 
To  Capreffi,  an  iedand  small  but  strong 
On  the  Campanian  shore,  with  purpose  tbeie 
His  bomd  lusts  in  private  to  enjiw, 
Conuuitting  to  a  wicked  favourite* 
All  pubUc  cares,  and  yet  of  him  suspicious. 
Hated  of  aU,  and  hating ;  with  what  ease. 
Endued  with  regal  virtues  as  thou  art, 
Appearing,  and  beginning  noble  deeds, 
Migbtst  thou  expel  this  monster  from  hia  throne 
Now  made  a  s^,  and,  in  hia  plaiie  ascending, 
A  victor  people  free  from  sertile  yoke  ? 
And  with  my  help  thou  mayst;  to  me  the  power 
Is  given,  and  by  that  right  I  give  it  thee. 
Aim  therefore  at  no  less  than  all  the  world, 
Aim  at  the  highest,  without  the  highest  attained 
Will  be  for  thee  no  sitting,  or  not  long, 
On  David's  throne,  be  prophesied  what  will." 
To  whom  the  Son  orOcd  unmoved  replied: 
"  Nor  doth  this  grandeur  and  majestic  diow 
Of  luxury,  though  called  magnificence, 
More  than  of  arms  before,  allure  mine  eye. 
Much  less  my  mind ;  though  thou  shouldst  add  to  tell 
Tlieir  sumptuous  glutlonies,  and  gorgeous  feasts 
On  citron  tables,'  or  Atlantic  stone 

Sir  I  have  also  heard,  perhaps  have  read), 
eir  wines  of  Setia,  Cales,  and  Faleme, 
Chios,  aad  Crete,*  and  how  they  quaff  in  gold. 
Crystal,  and  myrrhine'  cops,  embossed  with  gems 

I  Tiberias  Xero.    Thii  accotuit  u  sbiMl;  ODoibmuUe  to  hirtorj. 

»  Sejuiiu. 

1  Citraa-wood  tablaa  vare  in  sach  request  among  the  Bonuiu,  tbit 
Plinv  oills  it  nmunm  inima,  sea  Hiat  N»t.  liiL  28. 

*  The  threa  fonnar  winas  were  ItnUui ;  the  two  Utter  OreBk. 

'  These  kind  of  eupa  are  ennstanllj  mentionad  together,  Plinj 
luiii.!^;  ncAimt  HyrrAtnf,  cups  smoBgfoBfiila. 


And  studs  of  pearl,  to  me  Bbouldst  tell  who  thirst 

And  hunger  etill.    Then  embassies  thoa  show'et 

From  naliona  far  and  nigh :  what  honom:  that. 

But  tedious  waste  of  time  to  sit  and  hear 

So  many  hollow  complements  and  lies, 

OuIlani^Eh  flatteries  ?    Then  proceed'st  to  talk 

Of  the  emperor,  how  ea4iil;  subdued. 

How  gloriously;  I  shall,  thou  eay'st,  expel 

A  brutiah  mousler :  what  if  I  wiUial 

Kxpel  a  devil  who  first  made  him  such  ? 

Let  his  tormentor  conscience  find  him  out; 

For  him  I  was  not  sent,  nor  yet  to  free 

That  people  victor  once,  now  vile  and  base. 

Deservedly  made  Taasal,  who  once  juat. 

Frugal,  and  mild,  and  temperate,  conquered  well, 

But  govern  ill  the  nations  under  yoke, ' 

Feeling  their  provinces,  exbauBt«a  all 

By  lust  and  rapine ;  first  ambitious  grown 

Of  triumph,  that  insulting  vanity; 

Then  cruel,  b  j  their  sports  to  blood  inured 

Of  fighting  beasts,  and  men  to  beasts  exposed. 

Luxurious  by  their  wealth,  and  greedier  still. 

And  &om  the  daily  scene  effeminate. 

What  wise  and  valiant  man  would  seek  to  Iree 

These  thus  degenerate,  by  themselves  enslaved. 

Or  could  of  iuward  slaves  make  outward  free? 

Know,  therefore,  when  mv  season  comes  to  sit 

On  David's  throne,  it  shall  he  like  a  tree 

Spreading  end  overshadowing  all  the  earth. 

Or  as  a  stone  that  shall  to  pieces  dash 

All  monarchies  besides  throughout  the  world. 

And  of  my  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end : 

Means  there  shall  be  to  this,  but  what  the  meani^ 

Is  not  for  thee  to  know,  nor  me  to  tell," 

To  whom  the  tempter  impudent  replied ; 
"  I  see  all  offers  made  by  me  how  slight 
Thou  vainest,  because  offered,  and  reject^st; 
Nothing  will  please  the  difBcult  and  nice. 
Or  nothing  more  than  still  to  contradict; 
On  the  other  side  know  also  thou,  that  I 
On  what  I  offer  set  as  high  esteem, 
Nor  what  I  ^art  with  mean  to  give  for  nought; 
All  these  which  in  a  moment  thou  behold'st. 
The  kingdoms  of  the  world  to  thee  I  give; 
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For  glTen  to  me,  I  give  to  whom  I  please, 
No  trifle ;  yet  with  Ihia  reserve,  not  else, 
Oa  this  condition,*  if  tlion  wilt  laii  down, 
And  worship  tue  bs  thj  superior  lord, 
Eiiailj  done,  and  hold  them  all  of  me ; 
For  what  can  less  so  great.agiit  deserve?" 

Whom  thus  our  Saviour  answered  witli  disdaiii ; 
"  I  never  lilted  thy  talk,  thy  offers  less. 
Now  both  abhor,  since  thou  hast  dared  to  utter 
The  aliominahle  terms,  impious  oondition ; 
But  I  endure  the  time,  till  which  expired, 
Thon  hast  permission  on  me.    It  is  written 
The  first  of  sJl  commandments.  '  Thou  ehalt  worship 
The  Lord  thy  Qod,  and  only  him  shalt  serve ; ' 
And  dar'st  thon  to  the  Bon  of  Ged  propound 
To  worship  thee,  accursed,  now  more  accursed 
For  this  attempt  bolder  than  that  on  Eve, 
And  more  blasphemous?  which  expect  to  rue. 
The  kingdoms  of  (he  world  to  thee  were  given, 
Permitted  rather,  and  by  thee  usurped ; 
Other  donation  none  thou  canst  produce : 
If  nven,  by  whom  hut  by  die  King  of  Kings, 
God  over  all  supreme  ?    If  given  to  thee. 
By  thee  how  fairly  is  the  giver  now 
"Repaid  ?    But  cratitude  in  th»w  is  lost 
Long  sinoe.    Wert  thou  so  void  of  feat  or  shame. 
As  offer  them  to  me,  the  Son  of  God, 

Tone  

That  I 

Get  thee  behind  me ;  plain  thou  now  appear'st 

That  evil  one,  Satan  for  ever  damned." 

To  whom  the  flend  with  fear  abashed  replied: 
"  Be  pot  so  sore  offended,  Son  of  God, 
Though  sons  of  God  both  angels  are  and  men, 
If  I  to  try  whether  in  higher  sort 
Than  these  thou  bear'st  that  title,  have  proposed 

>  "  In  my  opinion,"  Bays  Bishop  Nsitton  (and  with  good  reason), 
"there  is  notwijthing  in  tlie  diapoEition  and  condnct  of  the  whole 
poem  eojnstlyliahle  1o  censnre  aaljie  avknard  and  prep astcratis  in- 
troduction of  this  incident  in  this  plaee.  The  lempter  should  have 
nropoeed  the  condition  at  the  SBme  time  that  he  ofTered  the  gifla,  aa 
be  does  likeiriee  in  Scripture ;  but,  after  his  gifts  had  been  absolutely 
reftised,  to  what  purpose  was  it  to  piopoee  the  '  impious  condition." " 

'  Treaty,  agreement. 
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What  both  from  men  and  angeU  I  receivB, 

TetraroliB  of  fire,  air,  flood,  and  on  the  earth 

Nations  besideB  from  all  the  quartered  winda. 

God  of  this  world  invoked  and  world  beaeath ; 

Who  then  thou  art,  whose  coming  is  fotetold 

To  me  so  fatal,  me  it  most  concerns. 

The  trial  hath  ertdamaeed  thee  no  waj, 

Bather  more  honour  lett  and  more  esteem ; 

Me  nought  advantaged,  missing  what  1  aimed. 

Therefore  let  pass,  as  they  are  transitory, 

The  kingdoms  of  this  world ;  I  shall  no  more 

Adrise  £ee ;  gain  them  as  thou  canst,  or  not 

And  thou  thyself  seem'st  otherwise  inclined 

Than  to  a  worldy  ciown,  addicted  more 

To  contemplation  and  profound  dispute, 

As  by  that  early  action  may  be  judged, 

When  slipping  rrora  thy  mother's  eye  thou  went'st 

Alone  into  the  temple,  there  wast  found 

Among  the  gravest  rabbis  disputant 

On  points  and  questiaas  fitting  Moses'  chair, 

Teachii^,  not  taught ;  the  chddhood  shows  the  man. 

As  morning  shows  the  day.    Be  famous  then 

By  wisdom;  as  thy  empire  must  extend. 

So  let  extend  thy  mind  o'er  all  the  world 

In  knowledge,  all  things  in  it  comprehend  r 

All  knowlet^  is  not  coached  in  Moses'  law, 

The  Pentateuch,  or  what  the  prophets  wrote ; 

The  Oentiles  also  know,  and  wnte  and  teach 

To  admiration,  led  hy  nature's  hght ; 

And  with  the  Gentiles  much  thou  must  couTerae, 

Ruling  them  by  persuasion  as  thou  mean'et; 

Without  their  learning  how  wilt  thou  with  them, 

Or  they  with  thee,  hold  conversation  meet? 

How  wilt  thou  reason  with  them,  how  refute 

Their  idolisms,  traditions,  paradoxes? 

Error  by  his  own  arms  is  best  evinced. 

Look  once  more  ere  we  leave  this  specular  mount' 

Westward,  much  nearer  by  south-west,  behold 

Where  on  the  £gean  shore  a  city  stands 

Built  nobly,  pure  the  air,  and  light  the  soil ; 

Athens,  the  eye  of  Greece,  mother  of  arts 

And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits 


Or  hospitable,  in  her  sweet  recess, 

City  or  Buburban,  studious  walks  and  shades; 

See  there  the  olive  grove  of  Academe,' 

Plato's  retirement,  where  the  Attic  bird* 

Trills  ber  thiok-wajbied  notes  the  summer  long ; 

There  flowery  hiU  Hymettua,  with  the  sound 

Of  heea'  induHtriOTis  murmur,  oft  invites 

To  studious  musing ;  there  Ilissus  rolls 

His  whispering  stream ;  within  the  walla  then  "vicv 

The  schools  of  ancient  sages ;  his  who  bred 

Great  Alexander  to  subdue  the  world, 

Lvceum'  there,  and  painted  Stoa*  next : 

There  thou  shalt  hear  and  learn  the  secret  power 

Of  harmony  in  tones  and  numbers  hit 

By  voice  or  band,  and  various-measured  verse ; 

^olian  charms  and  Dorian  lyric  odes. 

And  his  who  gave  them  breath,  but  higher  sung, 

Slind  Melesigenea,'  thence  Homer  called, 

Whose  poem  Phiebus  challenged  for  bis  own. 

Thence  what  the  lofty  grave  tragedians  taught 

In  chorus  or  iambic,  teachers  best 

Of  moral  prudence,  with  delight  received 

In  brief  sententious  precepts,  while  they  treat 

Of  fate  and  chance,  and  change  in  human  life ; 

High  actions  and  high  passions  beat  describing. 

Thence  to  the  famous  oratoi-s  repair. 

Those  ancient,  whose  resistless  eloquence 

Wielded  at  will  that  fierce  democratic, 

Shook  the  arsenal,  and  fulmined  over  Greece 

To  Macedon'  and  Artaxerxes'  throne. 

To  sage  philosophy  next  lend  thine  ear. 
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A  fiLvoniile  resort  for  ths  Btadenls  and  philosophers  of  Athens, 
ing  its  naine  from  an  uiciant  hero.  Cf.  Ariatoph.  Ban.  iu.  3; 
r.  Ep.  ii  a,  45. 

The  nigbtingaie,  into  whioh  Philomela,  the  daughter  of  Pandion, 
-  of  Athena,  b  ^bled  to  hate  been  changed.    Cf.  Hart.  Eplgr. 

^  The  school  of  Aiifitotle,  the  founder  of  thePenpatetia  phiJoaophy. 

*  The  school  of  Zcno,  Ihe  founder  of  the  Stoic  philosophy. 

•  According  to  the  life  of  Homer,  falsely  attriljuted  to  Herodotus, 
thia  was  Homer'e  orioinal  name.  See  mj  introductioa  lo  Pope'i 
Homer,  in  the  Natjonal  llliistratad  Library  edition. 

'  As  Pericles  and  others  Julminid  oser  Grtrct  Iq  Arlaxitxa'  thnmi 

Slnst  the  Persian  king,  so  Demoetbenea  was  the  orator  particularly 
oJUimjHd  omr  rtr™™  i-  w,—^im.  aeainst  king  Philip. — Ntmhm, 


■.  II.  m-sin. 

From  Heaven  descended  to  the  low-roofed  bouse 
Of  Socrates;  see  there  his  tenement, 
Whom  well  inspired  the  oracle  pronounced 
Wisest  of  men ;  from  whose  mouth  issued  forth 
MelMuoua  streams  that  watered  all  the  Bchoola 
Of  academics  old  and  new.  with  those 
Sumamed  Peripatetios,  and  the  sect 
Epicurean,  and  the  Stoic  severe : 
These  here  revolve,  or,  as  thou  Uk'st,  at  home. 
Till  time  mature  thee  to  a  kingdom's  weight. 
These  rules  will  render  thee  a  king  complete 
Within  thyeeK,  much  more  with  empire  joined." 

To  whom  our  Saviour  sagely  thus  replied : 
"  Think  not  but  that  I  know  fliese  things,  or  thini 
I  know  them  not;  not  therefore  am  I  short 
Of  knowing  what  I  ought ;  ho  who  receives 
Light  from  above,  from  the  fountain  of  light, 
No  other  doctrine  needs,  though  granted  true ; 
But  these  are  false,  or  httle  else  but  dreams, 
Conjectures,  fancies,  btult  on  nothing  firm. 
The  first  and  wisest  of  them  all  professed 
To  know  this  only,  that  he  nothing  knew ; 
The  next  to  fabling  fell  and  smonui  conceits; 
A  third  sort  doubted  all  things,  though  plain  sensa ; 
Otbers  in  virtue  placed  felicity, 
But  virtue  joined  with  riches  and  long  life ; 
In  corporal  pleasure  be,  and  careless  ease ; 
The  Stoic  last,  in  philosophie  pride. 
By  >!""  called  virtue ;  and  his  virtuous  man. 
Wise,  perfect  in  himself,  and  all  possess!]^. 
Equals  to  God,  oft  shames  not  to  prefer, 
As  fearing  Ood  nor  man,  contemning  all 
Wealth,  pleasure,  pain,  or  tonoent,  death  and  life. 
Which  when  he  lists  he  leaves,  or  boasts  he  can. 
For  all  bis  todious  taik  is  but  vain  boast, 
Or  subtle  shifts  conviction  to  evade. 
Alas :  what  can  thev  teach  and  not  mislead, 
Ignorant  of  themselves,  of  God  much  more. 
And  how  the  world  began,  and  bow  man  fell 
Degraded  by  himsetf,  on  grace  d^uding? 
Uuoh  of  the  soul  they  talk,  but  dl  awrv, 
And  in  themselves  seek  virtue,  and  to  themselvct 
All  glory  arrogate,  to  God  give  none, 
Bather  aocnse  him  under  usual  names, 

Liooglc 


Fortune  uid  Fate,  as  one  regardless  quite 

Of  mortal  things.     Who  therefore  seeks  in  theae 

True  wisdom,  finds  ber  not,  or  b;  delusion. 

Far  worse,  her  false  lesemblanee  onlj  meets. 

An  emptj  cloud.    However,  man;  books. 

Wise  men  have  said,  are  wesiisome :  who  reads 

Incessantly,  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 

A  spirit  and  judgment  equal  or  superior 

(And  what  he  brings,  what  needs  he  eiaewhere  seek  ?), 

Uncertain  and  unsettled  still  remains. 

Deep  versed  in  books  and  shallow  in  himself 

Crude  or  intoxicate,  collecting  toys. 

And  trifles  for  choice  matters,  worth  a,  sponge  ; 

As  children  gathering  pebbles  on  the  shore. 

Or  if  I  would  delight  my  private  hoiu« 

With  music  or  with  poem,  where  so  soon 

As  in  our  native  language  can  I  find 

That  solace  ?     All  our  law  and  stoir  strewed 

With  hymns,  our  psalms  with  artful  terms  inscribed, 

Our  Hebrew  songs  and  harps  in  Babylon, 

That  pleased  so  well  our  victors'  ear,  declare 

That  rather  Greece  from  us  these  arts  derived  ;• 

Ul  imitated,  while  they  loudest  sing 

The  vices  of  their  deities,  and  their  own 

In  fable,  hymn,  or  song,  so  person  atii^ 

Their  gods  ridiculous,  and  themselves  past  shame. 

Remove  their  swelling  epithets,  thick  laid 

As  varnish  on  a  harlot's  cheek,  the  rest, 

Thin  sown  with  aught  of  profit  or  deUght, 

Will  far  be  found  unworthy  to  compare 

With  Sion's  sou^,  to  all  true  tastes  eicellii^, 

Where  God  is  praised  aright,  and  god-like  men. 

The  Holiest  of  HoUes,  and  his  saints ; 

Such  are  from  God  inspired,  not  such  from  thee. 

Unless  where  mora]  virtne  is  expressed 

By  l^ht  of  nature  not  in  all  qmte  lost 

Thefr  orators  thou  then  extol]  st,  as  those 

The  top  of  eloquence ;  statists'  indeed. 

And  lovers  of  Qieir  country,  as  may  seem; 


ititin  by  Boch 
eitniT»gant  and  even  ridiculous  lenglh  by  Hnetim  and  Osle. — 

>  SUUesmeu,  a  iroid  used  bj  Shakspaue. 
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But  herein  to  our  prophets  far  beneath, 
Ab  Dien  diviuel;  taaght,  and  better  teaching 
The  solid  ru]ea  of  civil  govemmeiit, 
In  their  m^estio,  unaffected  style, 
Than  all  the  orator;  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
In  them  is  plaineBt  taught,  and  easiest  leomt, 
What  makes  a  nation  happy,  and  keeps  it  so, 
y/hiX  ruins  kingdoms,  and  lays  cities  flat ; 
These  only  nith  our  lav  best  form  a  king." 

So  spake  the  Son  of  Qod :  hut  Satan  now 
Quite  at  a  loes.  for  all  his  darts  were  spent, 
Thus  to  our  Saviour  with  stem  brow  replied  : 

"  Since  neither  wealth,  nor  honour,  arms  nor  arts. 
Kingdom  nor  empire,  pleases  thee,  nor  aught 
By  me  proposed  in  life  contemplative, 
Or  active,  tended  on  by-glory  or  fame. 
What  dost  tliou  ill  this  world?    The  wilderness 
For  thee  is  Attest  place ;  I  found  thee  there, 
And  thither  will  return  thee ;  yet  remember 
What  I  foretell  thee :  soon  thou  shalt  have  cause 
To  wi|)i  thou  never  hadst  rejected  thus 
Nicely  or  cautiously  my  offered  aid, 
Which  would  have  set  thee  in  short  time  with  ease 
On  David's  throne,  or  throne  of  all  the  world. 
Now  at  full  age,  fullness  of  time,  thy  season. 
When  prophecies  of  Ihee  are  best  fiUfllled. 
Now  contrary,  if  I  read  aught  in  Heaven.' 
Or  Heaven  write  aught  of  fate,  by  what  tjie  stars 
VolumiDOUS,  or  single  characters. 
In  their  conjunction  met,  give  me  to  spell. 
Sorrows,  and  labours,  opposition,  hate, 
Attends  thee,  scorns,  reproaches,  injuries, 
Violence  and  stripes,  and  lastly  cruel  death ; 
A  kingdom  they  portend  thee,  but  what  kingdom, 
Real  or  allegoric.  I  discern  not. 
Nor  when,  eternal  sure,  as  without  end. 
Without  b^fiiming ;  for  no  date  prefixed 
Directs  me  in  the  s^rry  rubric  set" 

'  A  SBtdre  on  Cud*ii,  who,  vith  the  bolinesa  and  impiftj  of  >n 
■tlieigt  sad  b  madman,  both  of  which  he  was,  cast  the  natintjr  at  Jeaoa 
CbrisL,  and  found  b]r  the  great  and  iUostriona  concoorse  of  alius  at 
hia  biith.  that  he  mnat  needs  have  the  fortime  which  befeU  him, 
uid  become  the  trntbor  of  a  religioa,  which  abanU  spread  itielf  far 
■nd  near  toe  mauj  agea. — Niwlai. 
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So  sayii^  he  took  (for  still  he  knew  his  power 
Not  yet  expired),  and  to  the  wildemesa 
Brought  back  the  Son  of  Ood,  and  left  him  there, 
Feigning  to  disappear.     Darkness  now  rose, 
As  dayliKht  sunk,  and  brought  in  louring  night, 
Her  Bhadowy  ofispring,  unsubstantial  bath, 
PrivatJon  mere  of  light  and  tibsent  day. 
Our  Saviour  meek,  and  with  untroubled  mind 
After  his  airy  jaunt,  though  hurried  sore, 
Hungry  and  cold,  betook  him  to  his  rest. 
Wherever,  under  some  concourse  of  shades, 
Whose  branching  arms,  thick  intertwined,  might  shield 
From  dews  and  damps  of  night  his  sheltered  head. 
But  sheltered  slept  in  vain,  lor  at  his  head 
The  tempter  watehed,  and  soon  with  ugly  dreams 
Disturbed  his  sleep ;  and  either  tropic  now 
"Qan  thunder,  and  both  ends  of  Heaven,  the  clouis 
From  many  a  horrid  rift  abortive  poured 
Fierce  rain  with  lightning  mixed,  water  with  fire 
In  ruin  reconciled  ;  nor  Sept  the  winds 
Within  their  stony  caves,  but  rushed  abroad      • 
From  the  four  hinges  of  the  world,  and  fell 
On  ttie  vexed  wilderness,  whose  tallest  pines, 
Tbo7igh  rooted  deep  as  high,  and  sturdiest  oaks 
Bowed  their  stiff  necks,  loaden  with  stormy  blasts, 
Or  torn  up  sheer :  ill  wast  thou  shrouded  men, 
0  patient  Son  of  Qod,  yet  only  stood'st 
Unshaken ;  nor  yet  stayed  the  terror  there. 
Infernal  ghosts,  and  hellish  furies,  round 
Environed  thee,  some  howled,  some  yelled,  some  shrieked, 
Some  bent  at  thee  their  fiery  darts,  wliile  thou 
Sat'st  unappalled  in  calm  and  sinless  peace. 
Thus  passed  the  night  so  foul,  till  morning  fair 
Came  forth  with  pilgrim  steps  in  amice'  gray, 
Who  with  her  radiant  finger  stilled  the  roar 
Of  thnnder,  chased  the  clouds,  and  laid  the  winds 
And  grisly  Bpectres,  which  the  fiend  had  raised 
To  tempt  the  Son  of  God  with  terrors  dire. 
And  now  the  sun,  with  more  effectual  beams. 
Had  cheered  the  face  of  earth,  and  dried  the  wet 
From  drooping  plant,  or  dropping  tree ;  the  birds, 
Who  all  things  now  behold*  more  fresh  and  green, 
After  a  night  of  storm  so  ruinous. 

'  CloUiiDg,  from  amicii.  >  Frob&ol;  "  beheld." 
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Cleared  up  their  choicest  notes  in  bush  and  spray 
To  gratulate  the  sweet  return  of  morn ; 
Nor  yet  .amidst  this  joy  and  brightest  mom 
Was  absent,  after  all  his  mischief  done, 
The  prince  of  darknesa,  glad  would  also  seem 
Of  this  fair  change,  and  to  our  Saviour  came. 
Yet  with  no  new  device,  they  all  were  spent, 
Bather  by  this  his  last  afiront  resolved. 
Desperate  of  better  course,  to  vent  bis  rage. 
And  mad  despite  to  be  so  oft  repelled. 
Him  walking  on  a  sunny  hill  he  found. 
Backed  on  the  north  and  west  by  a  thick  wood ; 
Out  of  the  wood  he  starts  in  wonted  shape, 
And  in  a  careless  mood  thus  to  him  said: 

"  Fair  morning  yet  betides  thee.  Son  of  Gad, 
Alter  a  dismal  night;  I  heard  the  wrack 
As  earth  and  sky  would  mingle ;  but  myself 
Was  distant ;  and  these  flaws,  though  mortals  fear  them 
As  dangerous  to  the  pillared  frame  of  Heaven, 
Or  to  the  earth's  dark  hasis  underneath. 
Are  to  the  main  as  inconsiderable, 
And  harmless,  if  not  wholesome,  as  a  sneeze 
e,  and  soon  ai 


Yet  as  being  ofMimes  noxious  where  they  light 
On  man,  beast,  plant,  wasteful  and  turbiuent, 
like  turhulencies  in  the  affairs  of  men. 
Over  whose  heads  they  roaj,  and  seem  to  point. 
They  oft  fore-signify  and  threaten  ill ; 
This  tempest  at  this  desert  moat  was  bent; 
Of  men  at  thee,  for  only  thou  here  dwell'st. 
Did  I  not  tell  thee,'  if  thou  didst  reject 
The  perfect  season  offered  with  my  aid 
To  win  thy  destined  seat,  but  wilt  prolong 
All  to  the  push  of  fate,  pursue  thy  way 
Of  gaining  David's  throne  no  man  knows  when, 
For  both  the  when  and  how  is  uo  where  told, 
Thou  shalt  be  what  thou  art  ordained,  no  doubt ; 
For  angels  have  proclaimed  it,  but  concealing 
The  time  and  means:  each  act  is  righlliest  done. 
Not  when  it  must,  hut  when  it  may  be  best 
If  thou  observe  not  this,  ha  sure  to  find. 
What  I  foretold  thee,  many  a  hard  assay 
■  This  senlence  is,  as  Newton  obserres,  "  dark  and  perplexed, 
luving  uo  proper  oiiu" 
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Of  Aajigen,  tuid  adversidee,  and  pains, 

Ere  thou  of  Israel's  sceptre  get  fust  hold; 

Whereof  this  ominous  night  that  cloaed  thee  roand, 

So  many  terrors,  voioes,  prodigies, 

Hb^  worn  thee,  as  a  sure  foregoing  Bien." 

bo  talked  he ;  while  the  Son  of  God  went  on 
And  sUt}^  not,  but  in  brief  bim  answered  thus : 

"  Me  woise  than  wet  thou  find'st  not ;  other  harm 
Those  terrors  which  thou  epeak'st  of  did  me  none ; 
I  never  fear«d  they  could,  though  noising  loud 
And  threatening  nigh ;  what  thej  can  do  as  signs 
Betokening,  or  ill  boding,  I  contemn 
As  false  portents,  not  seat  from  G«d.  but  thee ; 
Who  knowing  I  shall  reign  past  thj  prerentiiig, 
Obtrud'st  thy  offered  aid,  that  I  accepting. 
At  least  might  seem  to  hold  all  power  of  thee, 
Ambitious  spirit,  and  wouldst  he  thought  my  God, 
And  Btona'st  refused,  thinking  to  terrify 
Me  to  thy  will.     Dedst,  thou  art  discerned. 
And  toil'st  in  Tain,  nor  me  in  vain  molest." 

To  whom  the  fiend,  now  swollen  with  rage,  Mplied: 
"  Tlien  hear,  O  Son  of  David,  virgin-bom ; 
For  Son  of  God  to  me  is  jet  in  doubt ; 
Of  the  Messiah  I  have  heard  foretold 
By  all  the  prophets ;  of  thy  birth  at  length 
Announced  by  Gabriel  with  the  first  I  knew, 
And  of  the  angeUc  soug  in  Bethlehem  field. 
On  thy  birth-nigbt,  that  sung  thee  Saviour  bora. 
From  that  time  seldom  have  I  ceased  to  eyo 
Thy  infancy,  thy  childhood,  and  thy  youtn. 
Thy  manhood  last,  though  yet  in  private  bred; 
Till  at  the  ford  of  Jordan,  whither  all 
Flocked  to  the  Baptist,  I  among  the  rest, 
Though  not  to  be  oapti/ed,  by  voice  irom  Heaven 
Heard  thee  pronounced  the  Son  of  God  beloved. 
Thenceforth  I  thought  thee  worth  my  nearer  Tiew 
And  narrower  scrutiny,  that  I  might  learn 
In  what  degree  or  meaning  thou  art  called 
The  Son  of  God,  which  hears  no  single  sense; 
The  son  of  God  I  also  am,  or  was, 
And<<f  I  was,  I  am;  relation  stajids ; 
All  men  are  sons  of  God ;  yet  thee  I  thought 
In  some  respect  far  higher  so  declared. 
Therefore  I  watched  thy  footsteps  from  that  hotir. 
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And  followed  tbee  sdll  on  to  this  waste  wild; 

Where  bj  all  best  oonjectures  I  oolleot 

Thou  art  to  be  m;  fatal  enemy. 

Good  reason  then,  if  I  beforehand  seek 

To  understand  my  adyereary,  who 

And  what  he  is;  his  wisdom,  power,  intent; 

By  parle,  or  composition,  tnice,  or  league 

To  win  him,  or  win  from  him  what  I  can. 

And  opportunity  I  here  have  had 

To  try  Uiee,  sift  thee,  and  confess  have  found  (hee 

Proof  against  all  temptation,  as  a  rook 

Of  adamant,  and  as  a  centre,  firm, 

To  the  utmost  of  mere  man  both  wise  and  gxiod. 

Not  more;  for  honours,  riches,  kingdoms,  glory, 

Have  been  before  contemned,  and  may  again : 

Therefore  to  know  what  more  thou  art  than  man, 

Worth  naming  Son  of  God  by  Toice  from  Heaveo, 

Another  method  I  must  now  begin." 

So  saying,  he  caught  him  up,  and,  without  wing 
Of  hippognf,'  bore  through  the  air  sublime 
Over  the  wilderness  and  o'er  the  plain ; 
TOl  underneath  them  fair  Jerusalem, 
The  holy  city,  lifted  high  her  towers. 
And  higher  yet  the  glorious  temple  reared 
Her  pile,  far  off  appearing  like  a  mount 
Of  alabaster,  topped  with  golden  spires: 
Thei«  on  the  highest  pinnacle  he  set 
The  Son  of  God,  and  added  thus  in  acorn ; 

"  There  stand,  if  thou  wilt  stand ;  to  stand  upright 
Will  ask  thee  sWill ;  I  to  thy  Father's  house 
Have  brought  thee,  and  highest  placed,  highest  is  best; 
Now  show  thy  progeny ;  if  not  to  stand. 
Cast  thyself  down;  safely,  if  Son  of  God  ; 
For  it  is  written, '  He  will  give  command 
Concerning  thee  to  his  angels,  in  their  hands 
They  shall  up-lift  thee,  lest  at  any  time 
Thou  chance  to  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone.'" 

To  whom  thus  Jesus :  "  Also  it  is  writton. 
Tempt  not  the  Lord  thy  God ; "  he  said  and  stood : 
But  Satan,  smitten  wiui  amazement,  fell. 
As  when  earth's  son,  Antieus  (to  compare 


Small  things  with  greatest)  ia  Iraaaa'  strove 

With  Jove's  Alcidea,  and  oft  foiled  still  rose, 

Iteceiring  from  Ms  mother  eortli  new  streagth, 

Fresh  from  his  fall,  and  fiercer  grapple  joinedi 

Throttled  at  length  in  tin  kir.  expired  and  fell ; 

So  after  m&nj  a  foil  the  .iimpter  proud, 

Renewing  fresh  assaults,  amidst  his  pride 

Fell  whence  he  stood  to  see  his  victor  &11. 

And  as  that  Thebaa  monster'  that  proposed 

Her  riddle,  and  >iim  who  solved  it  not  devoured, 

That  once  found  out  and  solved,  for  grief  and  spite 

Cast  herself  headlong  from  the  Ismenian'  steeps 

80  struck  with  dread  and  anguish  fell  the  flend. 

And  to  his  crew,  that  sat  consulting,  broi^bt 

Jojless  triumphals  of  his  hoped  success, 

Buia,  and  desperatioD,  and  dismay. 

Who  durst  BO  proudly  tempt  the  Son  of  God. 

80  Satan  fell ;  and  straight  a  fiery  glohe 

Of  angels  on  full  sail  of  wing  flew  nigh. 

Who  on  their  plumy  vans  received  him  soft 

From  his  uneasy  station,  and  upbore. 

As  on  a  floating  couch,  through  the  blithe  air. 

Then  in  a  flowery  valley  set  hun  down 

On  a  green  bank,  and  set  before  hitn  spread 

A  table  of  celestial  food,  divine, 

Ambrosial  fruits,  fetohed  from  the  tr«e  of  life. 

And  from  the  fount  of  life  ambrosial  drink. 

That  soon  refreshed  him  wearied,  and  repaired 

What  hunger,  if  aught  hunger  had  impaired, 

Or  thirst ;  and  as  he  fed,  angelic  qifires 

Sung  heavenly  anthems  of  Ins  victory 

Over  temptation,  and  the  tempter  proud. 

"  True  image  of  the  Father,  whether  throned 
In  the  bosom  of  bliss,  and  light  of  light 
Conceiving,  or  remote  from  Heaven,  enshiined 
In  fleshly  tabernacle,  and  human  form. 
Wandering  the  wilderness,  whatever  place, 
Habit,  or  stat*.  or  motion,  still  expressing 
The  Son  of  God,  with  godlike  force  endued 
Against  the  attempter  of  thy  Father's  throne, 
And  thief  of  Paradise ;  him  long  of  old 
Thou  didst  debel,*  and  down  iram  Heaven  cast 
.   >  A  citj  in  Ubjtu  '  Tbs  Sphinx.  ■  Ihebm 

*  n'sr  ilowu,  tuMne,  from  ilia  Latin  deiiOir*. 
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With  all  hie  arm; ;  now  thou  hast  avenged 

Supplanted  Adam,  and  by  vanquishing 

Temptation,  hast  regained  lost  Paradise, 

And  frustrated  the  conquest  fraudulent : 

He  never  more  henceforth  will  dare  set  foot 

In  ParadiBC  to  tempt ;  his  anarea  are  broke : 

For  though  that  seat  of  eorthl;  bliss  be  failed, 

A  fairer  Paradiee  ta  founded  now 

For  Adam  and  bis  chosen  sons,  whom  thoii 

A  Saviour  art  oome  down  to  leinstol 

"Where  they  shall  dwell  secure,  when  time  shall  be. 

Of  tempter  and  temptation  without  fear. 

But  thou,  infernal  eerpent,  shalt  not  long 

Bule  in  the  clouds;  hlce  an  autumnal  star 

Or  lightning  thou  shalt  fall  from  Heaven,  trod  down 

Under  bis  feet ;  for  proof,  ere  this  thou  feel'st 


Vo  triumph ;  in  all  her  gates  Abaddon  rues 
Thy  bold  attempt ;  hereafter  learn  with  awe 
To  dread  the  Son  of  God :  he  all  unarmed 
Shall  chase  thee  with  the  terror  of  his  voice 
n  thy  demoniac  holds,  j. 


l«Bt  he  command  them  down  into  the  deep 
fiotmd,  and  to  torment  sent  before  their  time. 
Hail !  Son  of  the  Most  High,  heir  of  both  worlds, 
Queller  of  Satan,  on  thy  glorious  work 
Now  enter,  and  hegia  to  save  mankind." 

Thus  they  the  Son  of  God,  our  Saviour  meek, 
Simg  victor,  and  from  heavenly  feast  refreshed 
Brought  on  his  way  with  joy ;  he  unobserved 
Homo  tfi  his  mother's  house  private  returned. 
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A  DBiM&nC  POEM, 


Thaoedt,  as  it  was  anciently  compoBed,  hath  been  erer 
held  the  RTaveet,  moralest,  and  most  profitable  of  all  other 
poema ;  therefore  said  by  Aristotle  to  be  of  power,  by  raisin? 
pilT  and  fear,  or  terror,  to  purge  the  mind  of  tiiose  ana 
sooh  like  paesions,  that  is,  to  temper  and  reduce  them  to 
just  measure  with  a  kind  of  delight,  stirred  up  hj  reading 

1  Tha  tngedjof  "Samson  Agonistea"  hasbsen  celebrated  es  the 
8«oad  work  at  the  great  aathor  of  "  ParadiBd  Lost,"  and  opposed, 
laitli  all  the  couGdence  of  tTimrip)),  to  t^e  dramatic  performances  of 

dom,  and  oracles  of  piet;,  andmanj  passages  written  with  the  ancient 
spirit  of  choral  poeti^,  in  which  there  is  a  just  and  pleasing  miitnre 
(a  Seneca's  moral  declamation,  with  the  will  esthiuiasm  of  the  Qreek 
writers.  It  is  therefore  worthy  of  examination,  whether  a  perform- 
ance  thns  illuminated  with  genins,  and  enriched  with  leanung,  is 
composed  according  to  the  iodi^eneable  laws  of  Aristfitelian  crili- 
otsm  1  and,  omitting  at  preaent  all  other  cansideralioDB,  whether  it 
dhibits  a  beginning,  a    .  iddle,  or  an  end. 

The  beginning  ia  nndonhtodlj  beaatifnl  and  proper,  openit^  with 
a  graceful  ahmptness,  and  proceeding  natnrallj  to  a  mournful  recital 
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OT  seeing  those  pasdons  well  imitated,  Nor  is  nature 
wftnting  in  her  own  etfects  Ui  make  good  hie  assertion:  for 
so  in  physic,  things  of  melancholic  hue  and  quaUty  are 
jiaei  against  melancholy,  sour  against  sour;  salt  to  remove 
eatt  humours.  Hence,  philosophers  and  other  gravest 
■writers,  as  Cicero,  Plutarch,  and  others,  frequently  cite  out 
of  tragic  poets,  hoth  to  adorn  and  illustrate  their  discourse. 
The  Apostle  Paul  himself  thought  it  not  unworthy  to  insert 
a  verse  of  Euripides  into  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture,  I  Cor. 
zv.  33  ;  and  Parceus,  commenting  on  the  Revelation,  divides 
the  whole  boolc  as  a  tragedy,  into  acts  distinguished  each 
by  a  chorus  of  heavenly  harpings  and  song  between. 
Heretofore,  men  in  highest  dignity  have  lahoured  not  a 
little  to  be  thought  able  to  compose  a  tragedy.  Of  that 
honour  Dionysiua  the  elder  was  no  less  ambitious,  than 
before  of  his  attuning  to  the  tyranny.  Augustus  Ctesar 
also  begun  his  Ajas,  but  i:nable  to  please  his  own  judg- 
ment with  what  he  had  begun,  left  it  unfinished.  Seneca, 
the  philoBopher,  is  by  some  thought  the  author  of  those 
tragedies  {at  least  the  best  of  them)  that  go  under  that 
name.  Gregory  Naaianzen,  a  father  of  the  church,  thought 
it  not  unbeseeming  the  sanctity  of  his  person  to  write  a 
tragedy,  which  is  entitled  "  Christ  Suffering."  This  is  men- 
tioned to  vindicate  tragedy  from  the  small  esteem,  or  rather 
infamy,  which,  in  the  account  of  many,  it  undergoes  at 
this  day  with  other  common  interludes ;  happening  through 
the  poets'  error  of  intermixing  comic  stuff  with  tragic  sad- 
ness and  gravi^ ;  or  introducing  trivial  and  vulgar  persons, 
which  by  all  ,]udieiou8  hath  been  counted  absurd ;  and 
brought  in  without  discretion,  corruptly  to  gratify  the 
people.  And  though  ancient  tragedy  use  no  prologue,  yet 
using  sometimes,  iu  cose  of  self  defence  or  explanation, 
that  which  Martial  calls  an  epistle ;  in  behalf  of  this  tra* 
eedy  coming  forth  after  the  ancient  manner,  much  different 
from  what  among  us  passes  for  best,  thus  much  hefore- 
band  may  be  epistled ;  that  chorus  is  here  introduced  after  . 
the  Greek  manner,  not  ancient  only  but  modem,  and  still 
in  use  among  tlie  Italians.     In  the  modelling,  therefore,  of 

of  bote  necesBBTj  to  be  known.     SBmBa 

B  ohoma  or  company  of  men  of  his 

miaerieB,  eitenuite  hiB  tBolt,  ttni  conduae  wim  b  solemn  t 

of  divine  jnBtice.    So  that,  at  the  oonclnBioa  of  the  flnt  ac 

no  deaign  laid,  no  disooverj  ma^,  nor  any  diapoBition  fc 

waidB  ue  Goneeqaent  flvent^^ — Joluuvn,  BambloT,  No.  139. 
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this  poem,  with  good  reason,  the  ancients  and  Italians  are 
rather  followed,  as  of  much  more  authority  and  fame, 
The  measure  of  Terse  used  in  the  chorus  is  of  aJl  sorts, 
called  by  the  Greeks  Monostrophio,  or  rather  Apolely- 
menon,  without  regard  had  to  Strophe,  Antistrophe,  or 
Epode,  which  were  a  kind  of  stanzas  framed  only  for  the 
mudo  then  used  with  the  chorus  that  sung;  not  essential 
to  the  poem,  and  therefore  not  materisJ ;  or  being  divided 
into  stanzas  or  pauses,  they  may  be  called  Allceostropha. 
Division  into  act  and  s(%ne  referring  chiefly  to  the  stage 
(to  wbich  this  work  never  was  intended),  is  here  omitted. 

It  suffices  if  the  whole  drama  he  found  not  produced 
beyond  the  Mh  &cL  Of  the  style  and  imiformity,  and  that 
commonly  called  the  plot,  whether  intricate  or  explicit, 
whioh  is  nothing,  indeed,  but  sucb  ceconomj  or  disposition 
of  the  table  as  may  stand  best  with  Terisiniilitude  and  de 
corum;  they  only  will  best  judge  who  are  not  unacquainted 
with  £scliylu8,  Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  the  three  tragic 
poets  unequalled  yet  by  any.  and  the  best  rule  to  all  who 
endeavour  to  write  tragedy.  The  circumscription  of  time, 
wherein  the  whole  drama  begins  and  ends,  is,  according  to 
ancient  rule  and  beat  example,  within  the  space  of  twen^- 
four  hours. 


Samson. 

Manoah,  the  Father  of  Satmon 

Dalila.  kit  Wife. 

Harapra  of  Oath. 

Public  Officer. 

Mt»»mger. 

Chorut  of  Danilet. 

Tht  SczHB  before  the  Prieon  in  Oata. 
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iaboOTBaina  comiaonwuTkboDSe,  on  a  festival  da;,  in  the  generu 
ocssatLDTX  from  labour,  oomes  forth  into  the  open  air  to  a  place 

tion  ;  where  he  happens  at  length  to  he  viBited  hy  eertain  f^nds 
and  eqnilaot  his  tribe,  nhich  make  Uie  Cboras,iiho  seek  la  com- 
fort hun  what  the;  cui;  then  by  his  old  fatiter,  Manoah,  nho 
endeavonrs  the  hke,  and  withal  tella  him  his  purpose  to  proooie 
his  liberty  by  ransom ;  lastly,  that  this  f^ast  was  proelaimed  by  the 
FhiliaCines  as  a  day  of  thanksgiviagfor  their  delireiance  from  the 
hHids  of  SaULSOn,  which  yet  more  tronblea  him.  Manoah  then 
departs  to  prosecute  his  endeavoor  nith  the  Fhilistian  lords  for 
Samson'e  reilemption ;  who  in  the  mean  while  ia  visited  by  other 
peraona,  and  lastly  by  a  public  oBicer,  to  require  hie  coming  tQ  the 
feast  before  the  lorda  and  people,  to  pUy  oi  show  hia  alrength  in 
their  presence ;  he  at  first  reuses,  dismissing  the  public  officer 
with  absolnte  denial  to  come;  at  length,  peranadedinwaidly  that 
this  was  ft^jm  God,  be  yields  to  go  along  with  him,  who  came  now 

yet  remaining  an  the  place,  Manoah  returns,  fall  of  joyful  hope,  to 

course  an  Hebrew  comes  in  haste,  confusedly  at  first,  and  afterward 
more  distinctly,  relating  the  catastrophe,  what  Samson  had  done  to 
the  Philistines,  and  by  aecident  to  himself;  whercwitlk  the  tn^^y 


A  LiTTLB  onward  lend  fh;  guiding  hand' 

To  these  dark  steps,  a  little  further  on; 

For  yonder  bank  nath  choice  of  sun  or  shade  r 

There  I  am  wont  U>  sit  when  any  chance 

Believes  me  from  my  task  of  sereile  toil, 

Daily  in  the  common  prison  else  enjoined  me, 

"Where  I  a  prisoner  chained,  scarce  freely  draw 

The  air  imprisoned  also,  close  and  damp, 

Unwholesome  draught :  but  here  I  feel  amends, 

The  breath  of  Heayen  fresh  blowing,  pure  and  sweet, 

With  day-spring  born ;  here  leave  me  to  respire. 

This  day  a  solemn  feast  the  people  hold 

To  Dagott  their  sea  idol,'  and  forbid  , 

•  The  opening  scene  of  this  tragedy  ia  highly  anggeative  of  tho 
commencement  of  the  (Edipns  at  Uulonus  of  Sophocles,  where  tlia 
blind  {Edipua  is  introduced,  guided  by  hia  daughter  Antigone. 

*  See  uol«  on  Paradise  Loat,  1. 463. 
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Laborious  works;  unwillingl;  thie  rest 

Their  superstition  yields  me ;  hence  with  leaw 

Retiring  from  the  popular  noise,  I  seek 

This  u^«qaentAd  ploee  to  find  some  ease. 

Ease  to  the  body  some,  none  to  the  mind 

From  restless  thoughts,  that  like  a  deadly  swann 

Of  hornets  armed,  no  sooner  found  alone, 

But  rush  upon  me  thronging,  and  present 

Times  past,  what  once  I  was,  and  what  am  now. 

Oh,  wherefore  was  my  birtb  from  Heaven  foretold 

Twice  by  on  angel,  who  at  lost  in  sight 

Of  both  my  parents  all  in  flames  ascended 

From  off  the  altar,  where  an  offering  burned. 

As  in  a  fiery  column  charioting 

His  god-like  presence,  and  irom  some  gteat  act 

Or  benefit  revealed  to  Abraham's  race? 

Why  was  my  breeding  ordered  and  prescribed 

As  of  a  person  separate  to  God, 

Designed  for  great  exploits ;  if  I  must  die 

Betrayed,  oaptired,  and  botii  my  eyes  put  out. 

Wade  of  my  enemies  the  scorn  and  gaze ; 

To  grind  in  brazen  fetters  under  taak 

With  this  HeaTeu-giftfid  strengtb  ?    0  glorious  stre: 

Put  to  the  labour  of  a  beast,  debased 

Lower  than  bondslave !     Promise  was  that  I 

Should  Israel  from  Philistian  yoke  deliver ; 

Ask  for  this  great  deliverer  now,  and  find  him 

E;feless  in  Oaza,  at  the  null  with  slaves, 

IKmself  in  bonds  under  Philistian  yoke ; 

Yet  stay,  let  me  not  rashly  call  in  doubt 

Divine  prediction ;  what  if  all  foretold 

Had  been  fulfilled  but  through  mine  own  default, 

Whom  have  I  to  complain  of  but  myself? 

Who  this  high  gift  of  strength  committed  to  me, 

la  what  part  lodged,  how  easily  bereft  me. 

Under  the  seal  of  silenoe  could  not  keep, 

But  weakly  to  a  woman  must  rereal  it, 

O'ercome  with  importunity  and  teara. 

O  impotence  of  mind,  in  body  strong  I 

?ut  what  is  strength  without  a  double  shoro 

Of  wisdom?  vast,  unwieldy,  burdensome, 

loudly  secure,  vet  liable  to  fall 

By  weakest  subtUtdes,  not  mode  to  rule, 

But  to  subaerve  where  wisdom  bears  command  I 
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Ood,  when  he  gave  me  strength,  to  show  with&l 

How  alight  tbe  gift  was.  hung  it  in  my  hair. 

Bat  peace !  I  must  not  quarrel  with  the  will 

Of  highest  di^ensation,  which  herein 

Haplj  had  ends  above  my  reaoh  to  know: 

Suffices  that  to  me  strength  is  my  bane, 

And  proves  the  souroe  of  aJl  my  miseries ; 

So  many  and  so  huge,  that  each  apart 

Would  ask  a  life  to  wail;  but  chief  of  all, 

O  loss  of  eight,  of  thee  I  most  complain  1 

Blind  among  enemies,  O  worse  than  chains, 

Dungeon  or  beggary,  or  decrepit  ^el 

Ijght,  the  prime  work  of  God,  to  me  is  extinct, 

And  all  her  various  objects  of  delight 

Annulled,  which  might  in  part  mj^  grief  have  eased , 

Inferior  to  the  vilest  now  become 

Of  man  or  worm ;  the  vilest  here  excel  me ; 

They  creep,  yet  see ;  I,  dark  in  light,  exposed 

To  aaily  itkuA,  contempt,  abuse,  and  wrong. 

Within  doors,  or  without,  still  as  a  fool. 

In  power  of  others,  never  in  my  own ; 

Scarce  half  I  seem  to  live,  dead  more  than  hal£  ' 

Oh,  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaze  of  noon, 

IrrecoTerably  dark,  total  eclipse, 

Without  all  hope  of  da;  t 

O  first  created  beam,  and  thou  great  Word, 

"  Let  there  he  light ! "  and  light  was  over  all ; 

Why  am  I  thus  bereaved  thy  prime  decree  ? 

Tbe  sun  to  me  is  dark 

And  silent  as  the  moon. 

When  she  deserts  the  night. 

Hid  in  her  vacant  interlunar  cave.' 

Since  light  so  necessary  is  to  life, 

And  almost  life  itself,  if  it  he  true 

That  light  is  in  the  soul, 

She  all  in  every  part :  why  was  the  right 

To  such  a  tender  hall  as  the  eye  confined. 

So  obvious  and  so  easy  to  "be  quenched  ? 

■  Perliaps,  as  Thyer  obaerrei,  allnding  to  the  DOtian  irMch  ut 
poet  has  adopted  from  HeEiod.  in  Pandiae  Lost,  vL  4 : — 

Within  the  monnt  of  God.  fast  b]r  his  thnme. 
Where  light  and  dirkDees  in  peipetiul  roond 
Lodge  and  dialodge  bj  tnma. 
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And  not  as  feeling  through  all  parte  diffused. 
That  she  might  look  at  will  throiut  ewry  pore  ? 
Then  had  I  nut  been  thus  exiled  tram  li^t. 
As  in  the  land  of  darkness,  yet  in  light, 
To  live  a  life  half  dead,  %  linnf;  death, 
And  buried ;  but,  oh,  yet  more  mieerable  I 
Mjaelf,  mj  aeputchre,  a  moTing  gravo. 
Buried,  vet  not  exempt 
By  priTilege  of  death  and  bnrial 
From  worst  of  other  erUs,  pams  and  wrongs, 
But  made  hereby  obnoxious  mora 
To  all  the  misenea  of  life, 
Life  in  captivity 
Among  inhuman  foes. 

Bat  who  are  these?  for  with  joint  pace  I  hear 
The  tread  of  many  feet  steering  this  way ; 
Perhaps  my  enemies,  who  come  to  stare 
At  my  affliction,  and  perhaps  to  insult. 
Their  daily  practioe  to  afflict  me  more. 
OHoaos. 
This,  diis  is  he ;  softly  awhile, 
hit  US  not  break  in  upon  him : 
Oh,  change  beyond  report,  thoi^t,  or  belief! 
See  how  he  lies  at  random,  cajelesidy  diffuaed,' 
With  languished  head  unpropped. 
As  one  past  hope,  abandoned. 
And  by  himeelt  giren  over; 
In  slavish  habit,  ill-fitted  weeds 
(Xer-wom  and  soiled ; 

Or  do  my  eyes  misrepresent  ?    Can  this  be  he, 
That  heroic,  that  renowned, 
Irresistible  Samson?  whom  unarmed 
No  strength  of  man,  or  fiercestwild  beast  could  withstand; 
Who  tore  the  lion,  as  the  lion  tears  the  kid ; 
Ban  on  embattled  armies  clad  in  iron. 
And  weaponless  himself; 
Made  arms  ridiculous,  useless  the  foi^ery 
Of  brazen  shield  and  spear,  the  hammered  cuirass, 
Chalybean'  tempered  steel,  and  frock  of  mail, 
Adamaotean  proof; 
But  safest  he  who  stood  aloof, 

IS  for. their  sUnin 
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Spumed  them  to  death  by  troopa.     The  bold  Asealonite 

iied  from  his  Uon  ramp,  old  warriors  turned 

Their  plated  backs  under  hia  heel ; 

Or  grovelling  sailed  their  crested  helmets  in  the  dust 

Then  with  what  trivial  weapon  came  to  hand. 

The  Jaw  of  a  dead  ass,  his  sword  of  bone, 

A  thousand  foreskiiis  fell,  the  flower  of  Palestine, 

In  Bamath-lechi'  famous  to  this  day. 

Then  by  main  force  pulled  up,  and  on  his  shoulders  bore 

The  gates  of  Azza,  post,'  and  massy  bar. 

Up  to  the  hill  by  Hebron,  seat  of  giants  old.* 

No  journey  of  a  sabbath-dny.*  and  loaded  so ; 

Like  whom  the  Gentiles  feign  to  bear  up  Heaven 

Which  shall  I  first  bewail, 

Thy  bondage  or  lost  sight, 

Prison  within  prison, 

Inseparably  dark  ? 

Thou  art  become  (oh,  worst  imprisonment !) 

The  dungeon  of  tbyaelf ;  thy  soul 

(Which  men  enjoying  sight  of)  without  cause  complain) 

Imprisoned  now  indeed, 

In  real  darkness  of  the  body  dwells. 

Shut  up  from  outward  light 

To  incorporate  with  gloomy  night; 

For  inward  light,  alaa  1 

Puts  forth  no  vis^ial  beam. 

0  mirror  of  our  fickle  state. 
Since  man  on  earth  tmparalleled  I 
The  rarer  thy  example  stands, 

By  bow  much  from  the  top  of  wondrous  glory, 

Strongest  of  mortal  men, 

To  lowest  pitch  of  a'  ject  fortune  thou  art  fallen. 

1  For  thii  neiTonB  enreiBion  Uillon  wu  probBUf  indalited  tc 
Spenser,  P.  a  L  T.  11  :— 

"  That  when  tlie  knight  he  ipied,  he  'gaa  advanet 
Witli  huge  force,  uidinnpiiorfaUeniBJn."— TAiKr. 
>  Ct.  Jndges  XT.  IT. 

*  Some  propoee  to  read  "  posts."  from  J'ndges  in.  3. 
'Josh.  IT.  IB  eq. ;  Numbers  lidi  83. 

*  A  Sabbfrth-day'sjonmey  was  probably  sbont  irara  threflHjnarlers 
to  the  vhole  of  a  geogtapblml  imle.~-See  Eitto'a  Cyclop,  ii.,  p. 
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For  him  I  teckon  not  in  high  estate 

Whom  long  descent  of  birth 

Or  the  aphere  of  fortune  raises; 

But  thee  whose  strengtli,  while  virtue  was  her  mate, 

M^ht  have  subdued  the  earth, 

UniTeraally  crowned  with  highest  praises. 

I  hear  the  sound  of  words,  their  sense  the  air 
Dissolves  niyointed  ere  it  reach  my  ear. 

He  speaks,  let  us  draw  nigh.     Matchless  in  might, 
The  glory  late  of  Israel,  now  the  grief; 
We  come,  thy  friends  and  neighbours  not  unknown. 
From  Eshtaol  and  Zora's'  fruitful  vale 
To  visit  or  bewail  thee ;  or,  if  belter, 
Counsel  or  cansoklion  we  ma;  bring, 
Salve  to  thy  sores ;  apt  words  have  power  to  swage 
The  tumours  of  a  troubled  mind. 
And  are  as  balm  to  festered  wounds- 
Tour  comii^,  friends,  revives  me,  for  I  learn 
How  of  my  own  experience,  not  by  talk, 
How  counterfeit  a  coin  they  are  who  Mends 
Bear  in  their  superscription  (of  the  most 
I  would  be  understood) :  in  prosperous  days 
They  swarm,  but  in  adverse  withdraw  their  head. 
Not  to  be  found,  though  sought    Ye  see,  O  friends, 
How  many  evils  have  enclosed  me  round ; 
Tet  that  which  was  the  worst  now  least  afBicls  me. 
Blindness,  for  had  I  sight,  confused  with  shame. 
How  could  I  once  look  up,  or  heave  the  head, 
Who  hke  a  foolish  pilot  have  shipwrecked 
My  vessel  tnisled  to  me  from  above. 
Gloriously  rigged ;  and  for  a  word,  a  tear. 
Fool !  have  divulged -the  secret  gift  of  God 
To  a  deceitful  woman  ?    Tell  me,  Mends, 
Am  1  not  sung  and  proverbed  for  a  fool 
In  every  street?    Do  they  not  say,  How  well 
Are  come  upon  him  hie  deserts?     Yet  why? 
Immeasurable  strength  they  might  behold 
In  me,  of  wisdom  nothing  more  than  mean; 

>f  Dm,  the  latter  being  Saauon'a  Uir 


This  with  the  otJier  should,  at  least,  have  paired. 
These  two  proportioned  ill  drove  me  traasverse. 

Tas  not  divine  disposal ;  wisest  men 
Have  erred,  and  bj  had  women  heen  deceived ; 
And  shall  again,  pretend  they  ne'er  so  wise. 
Deject  not  then  so  oyermuch  thyself, 
Who  haBt  of  Borrow  th j  full  load  beades ; 
Yet  truth  to  saj,  I  oft  have  heard  men  wonder 
Why  thou  shouldst  wed  Philistian  women  rather 
Than  of  thine  own  tribe  fairer,  or  as  fair, 
At  least  of  thy  own  nation,  and  as  noble. 

The  first  1  sSiW  at  Timna,'  and  she  pleased 
Me,  not  my  parents,  that  1  sought  to  wed 
The  daughter  of  an  infidel :  they  knew  not 
That  what  1  motioned  was  of  God ;  I  knew 
Prom  iuliniate  impiUse,  and  therefore  urged 


I  might  begin  Israel's 

The  work  to  which  I  was  divinely  called 

She  proving  false,  the  next  I  look  to  wife 

(Oh  that  I  never  had  1  fond  wish  too  late) 

Was  in  the  vale  of  Sorec,*  Dalila, 

That  specious  monster,  my  accomplished  snare. 

I  thought  it  Uwiul  from  my  former  act, 

And  the  same  end ;  still  watching  to  oppress 

Israel's  oppressors ;  of  what  now  I  suffer 

She  was  not  the  prime  cause,  but  I  myself, 

Who  vanquished  with  a  peal  of  words  (Oh  weakness') 

Qave  up  my  fort  of  silence  to  a  woman. 

In  seeking  just  occasion  to  provoke 
The  Phihetiue,  thy  country's  enemy. 
Thou  never  wast  remiss.  I  bear  thee  witness: 
Tet  Israel  still  serves  with  all  his  sons. 

That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  Israel's  governors,  and  heads  of  tribes. 
Who  seeing  those  great  acts,  which  God  had  done 
Singly  by  me  against  their  conquerors, 
Aclmowledged  not,  or  not  at  all  considered 
Deliverance  ofifered:  I,  on  the  other  side, 

'  Judges  xii.  L  '  Judges  zri.  i. 
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Used  no  ambition'  to  commend  my  deeds, 

The  deeds  themsel res, though  mute,  spoke  load  the  doer; 

But  thej  persisted  deaf,  ana  would  not  seem 

To  count  them  things  worth  nociee,  till  at  length 

Their  lords,  the  Fhilistines,  with  gathered  powers, 

Entered  Judea  seeking  me.  who  then 

Safe  to  the  roct  of  Etham'  was  retired, 

Not  fljing,  but  forecasting  in  what  place 

To  set  upon  them,  what  advantagea  best : 

Meanwhde  the  men  of  Judah,  to  prevent 

The  harass  of  their  land,  heset  me  round ; 

I  willingly  on  some  conditions  came 

Into  their  hands,  and  thej  as  gladly  yield  me 

To  the  uncircumcised  a  welcome  prey, 

Bound  with  two  cords;  bnt  cords  to  me  were  threads 

Touched  with  the  flame  l  on  their  whole  host  I  flew 

Unanned,  and  with  a  trivial  weapon  felled 

Their  choicest  youth ;  they  only  lived  who  fled 

Had  Judah  that  day  joined,  or  one  whole  tribe, 

Thev  had  by  this  possessed  the  towers  of  Gath, 

And  lorded  over  tliem  whom  now  they  serve. 

But  what  more  oft  in  nations  grown  corrupt, 

And  by  their  vices  brought  to  servitude. 

Than  to  love  bondage  more  than  Uherty, 

Bondage  with  ease  than  strenuous  liberty; 

And  to  despise,  or  envy,  or  suspect 

Whom  Ood  hath  of  his  special  favour  raised 

As  their  deliverer ;  if  he  aught  begin. 

How  frei^uent  to  desert  bim.  and  at  last 

To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthiest  deeds? 


Their  great  deliverer  contemned. 

The  matchless  Gideon  in  pursuit 

Of  Madias  and  her  vanquished  kings: 

And  how  ingratefiil  Ephraim 

Had  dealt  with  Jephtha,  who  hy  argument, 

Not  wor  « than  by  his  shield  and  spear, 

Defended  Israel  &om  the  Ammonite, 

Had  not  his  prowess  quelled  their  pride 

In  that  sore  battle,  when  so  many  died 

'  Hade  no  elabonte  eaniBSS.  songht  not  to  cnri;  favour ;  I 
Jjktiit  eleotioiieeiiiig  teim,  oi'Mn.  *.  Jitdgw 


Of  Buch  eiamples  add  me  to  the  roll, 
Me  easily  indeed  mine  may  neglect. 
But  God's  proposed  deliverance  not  so 

Just  are  the  ways  of  God, 
And  justifiable  to  men ; 
Unless  there  be  nbo  think  not  God  at  all : 
If  any  he,  ttiey  walk  obscure ; 
For  of  such  doctrine  never  was  there  school, 
But  the  heart  of  the  fool. 
And  no  man  therein  doctor  but  himself 

Yet  more  there  be  who  doubt  his  ways  not  just. 
As  to  hia  own  edicts  found  contradicting, 
Then  give  the  reins  to  wandering  thought, 
Begariless  of  his  glory's  diminution ; 
Till  by  their  own  perplexities  ioTolved 
They  ravel  more,  still  less  resolved. 
But  never  find  self-satisfying'  solution. 

As  if  they  would  confine  the  Interminable, 
And  tie  him  to  his  own  prescript, 
Who  made  our  laws  to  bind  ua,  not  himself. 
And  hath  full  right  to  exempt 
Whom  so  it  pleases  him  by  choice 
From  national  obsCriotiou,  without  taint 
Of  sin,  or  legal  debt; 
For  with  his  own  laws  he  can  best  dispense. 

He  would  not  else  who  never  wanted  means. 
Nor  in  respect  of  the  enemy  just  cause 
To  set  his  people  free. 
Have  prompted  this  heroio  Nazarite, 
A^iunst  his  vow  of  stnctest  purity. 
To  seek  in  marriage  that  fallacious  bride. 
Unclean,  unchaste. 

Down  reason  then,  at  least  Tain  teasouings  down, 
Qliough  reason  here  aver 
Hiat  moral  verdict  quits  her  of  unclean : 
Unchaste  was  subsequent,  her  stain  not  his. 

But  see,  here  comes  thy  reverend  site 
With  careful  step,  looka  white  as  down, 
Old  Manoah :  advise 
Forthwith  how  thou  oimhtst  to  receive  him. 

I.  ioogic 
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Bretliren  &ud  men  of  Dan,  for  Buch  ye  seem. 
Though  in  this  uncouth  place ;  if  old  respect, 
Ab  I  suppose,  towards  your  once  gloried  niend. 
My  son  now  captive,  hither  hath  informed 
Tour  younger  feet ;  while  mine,  cast  hack  with  age. 
Came  laggmg  on  after ;  say  if  he  be  here. 

As  w^al  now  in  low  dejected  state, 
Aa  erst  m  highest,  behold  him  wheie  he  lies. 

HANOAH. 

Oh,  miserable  change  I  is  this  the  man. 
That  invincible  Samaon,  (ax  renowned, 
The  dread  of  Israel's  foes,  who  with  a  strengCli 
Equivalent  to  angels  waJked  their  streets, 
Hone  ofiering  fight;  who  single  combatant 
Duelled  their  armies  ranked  in  proud  array. 
Himself  an  army,  now  unequal  match 
To  save  himself  against  a  coward  armed 
At  one  spear's  leogih.     Oh.  CTer-failii^  trust 
In  mort^  strength !  and  oh,  what  not  m  man 
Deceivable  and  vain  ?    Nay,  what  thing  good 
Prayed  for,  but  often  proves  our  woe,  our  bane  ? 
I  prayed  for  children,  and  thought  barrenness 
In  wedlock  a  reproach ;  I  gain^  a  son, 
And  such  a  son  as  all  men  hailod  me  happy ; 
Who  would  he  now  a  father  in  my  stead? 
Oh,  wherefore  did  God  grant  me  my  i-equest. 
And,  as  a  blessing,  with  such  pomp  adorned? 
Why  are  bis  gifts  desirable,  to  tempt 
Our  earnest  prayers,  then  given  with  solemn  band 
As  graces,  draw  a  scorpions  tail  behind? 
For  this  did  the  angel  twice  descend?  for  this 
Ordained  thy  nurture  holy,  as  of  a  plant 
Select,  and  sacred,  glorious  for  a  while. 
The  miracle  of  men  ;  then  in  an  hour 
Ensnared,  assaulted,  overcome.  led  bound. 
Thy  foes'  derision,  captive,  poor,  and  Mind, 
Into  a  dungeon  thrust,  to  work  with  slaves 
Alas  I  methinks  whom  God  bath  chosen  once 
To  worthiest  deeds,  if  he  through  frail^  err. 


He  shoidd  not  so  o'erwhelm,  and  sa  a  thntU 

Subject  him  to  so  foul  indignities, 

Be  it  but  for  hoaoiir's  sake  of  former  deeds. 


As  vile  hath  been  my  folly,  wbo  have  profaned 

The  mystery  of  God  given  me  under  pledge 

Of  vow,  and  have  betrayed  it  to  a  woman, 

A  Canaanite,  my  faithless  enemy. 

This  well  I  knew,  nor  was  at  all  surprised, 

But  warned  by  oft  experience :  did  not  she 

Of  Timna  first  betray  me,  and  reveal 

The  secret  wrested  from  me  in  her  height 

Of  nuptial  love  professed,  carrying  it  straight 

To  them  who  had  corrupted  her,  my  spies. 

And  rivals?     In  this  odier  was  there  found 

More  faith,  who  also  in  her  prime  of  love. 

Spousal  embraces,  vitiated  with  gold. 

Though  offered  only,  by  the  scent  conceived 

Her  spurious  first-born,  treason  against  me? 

Thrice  she  assayed  with,  flattering  prayers  and  sighs. 

And  amorous  reproaches,  to  win  from  me 

My  capital  secret,  in  what  pert  my  strength 

Lay  stored,  in  what  part  summed,  that  she  might  know; 

Thrioe  I  deluded  her,  and  turned  to  sport 

Her  importunity,  each  time  perceiving 

How  openly,  and  with  what  mipudence 

She  purposed  to  betray  me,'  and  (which  was  worse 

Than  tmdissembled  hate)  with  what  contempt 

She  sought  to  make  mf  traitor  to  myseK; 

Yet  the  fourth  time,  when  mustering  all  her  wiles, 

With  blandished  parleys,  feminine  assaults. 

Tongue-batteries,  she  surceased  not  day  nor  night 

To  storm  me  over-watched,  and  wearied  out. 

At  times  when  men  seek  most  repose  and  rest, 

lyielded,  and  tmlocked  her  all  my  heart, 

Wno  wilh  a  grain  of  manhood  well  resolved 

Might  eaa^  Iiave  shook  off  all  her  snares : 

But  foul  effeminatnr  held  me  yoked 

Her  bond-slave;  oh,  indignity !  oh,  hlot  ■  ' 
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To  honour  and  religion  ]  serrile  mind 
Kewurded  wejl  with  Bervile  punishment  I 
The  hase  degree  to  which  I  now  am  fallen, 
Theee  rags,  this  grinding,  is  not  yet  so  base 
As  was  my  former  servitude,  ignoble, 
Unmanly,  ignominioiia,  infamous, 
True  slavery,  and  that  blindness  worse  than  this. 
That  saw  not  how  degenerately  I  serred. 

MANOAH. 

I  cannot  praise  thy  marriage  choices,  son ; 
Rather  approved  them  not;  hut  thou  didat  plead 
Divine  impulsion  prompting  how  thou  might'st 
Find  some  occaMoa  to  infest  our  foes. 
I  slate  not  that;  this  I  am  sure,  our  foes 
Found  soon  occasion  thereby  to  make  thee 
Their  captive,  and  their  triumph ;  thou  the  sooner 
Temptation  fouud'st,  or  over-potent  charms 
To  violate  the  sacred  trust  of  silence 
Deposited  within  thee;  which,  to  have  kept 
Tacit,  waa  in  thy  power :  true,  and  thou  bear'st 
Enough,  and  more,  the  burden  of  that  fault; 
Bitterly  hast  thou  paid,  and  etUl  art  paying 
.That  rigid  score.     A  worse  thing  yet  remaine; 
This  day'  the  Fhillstines  a  popular  feast 
Here  celebrate  in  Ga^a ;  and  proclaim 
Great  pomp,  and  sacrifice,  and  praises  loud 
To  Dagon,  as  their  god  who  haUi  delivered 
Thee,  Samson,  bound  and  blind  into  their  hands, 
Fhem  out  of  thine,  who  slew'st  them  many  a  slain. 
So  DagoQ  shall  be  maguiiied.  and  Ood, 
Besides  whom  is  no  God,  compared  with  idols, 
Disglorifled.  blasphemed,  and  had  in  scorn 
By  the  idolatrous  rout  amidst  their  wine ; 
Which  to  have  crime  to  pass  bv  means  of  thee, 
Samson,  of  all  thy  sufferings  think  the  heaviest. 
Of  all  reproach  the  most  with  shame  that  ever 
Could  have  befallen  thee  and  thy  father's  housi^ 

Father,  I  do  acknowledge  and  confess 
That  I  this  honour,  I  this  pomp  have  brought 
To  Degon,  and  advanced  his  praises  high 
Among  the  heathen  round ;  to  God  have  brought 
Dishonour,  obloquy,  and  oped  the  mouth* 
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Of  idoIiBis  and  theiste ;  have  brouRbt  scandcil 
To  Israel,  diffidence  of  God,  and  doubt 
In  feeble  hearts,  prepense  enough  before 
To  waver,  or  faU  off  and  join  with  idols ; 
Which  is  m;  chief  aiBiction,  sbajne,  and  Borrow, 
The  anguish  of  my  soul,  that  Bufiers  not 
Mine  e;e  to  harbour  sleep,  or  thoughts  to  rest 
This  onl  J  hope  relieves  me,  that  the  strife 
With  me  hath  end ;  all  the  contest  is  now 
Twiit  God  and  Dagon ;  Dagon  hath  presumed, 
Ue  overthrown,  to  enter  lists  with  Goo, 


Win  not  connive,  or  linger,  thus  provoked. 
But  will  arise  and  his  great  name  assert : 
Dagon  must  stoop,  and  ahall  ere  long  receive 
Such  a  discomfit,  as  shall  quite  despoil  him 
Of  all  these  boasted  trophies  won  on  me. 
And  with  confusion  blank  his  worshippers. 

With  cause  this  hope  reheves  thee,  and  these  wordjt 
I  OB  a  prophecy  receive ;  for  God, 
Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long  def^ 
To  vincQcate  the  glory  of  his  name 
Against  all  competition,  nor  will  long 
Endure  it  doubtful  whether  God  be  Lord, 
Or  Dagon.    But  for  thee  what  shall  be  done  r 
Thou  must  not  in  the  mean  while  here  forgot 
Lie  in  this  miserable  loathsome  plight, 
Keglccted.     I  already  have  made  way 
To  some  Fhilistian  lords,  with  whom  to  treat 
About  thy  ransom :  well  they  may  by  this 
Have  satisfied  their  utmost  of  revenge 
By  pains  and  slavenes.  worse  than  dea&,  inflicted 
On  thee,  who  now  no  more  canst  do  them  harm. 


Ah  I  deserve,  pay  on  my  panisbment; 
And  expiate,  u  posdble,  my  crime, 
Ehameful  garrulity.    To  have  revealed 
Secrets  of  men,  the  secrets  of  a  friend, 
How  heinous  had  the  fact  been,  how  deserving 
Contempt  and  scorn  of  till,  to  be  esoluded 
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All  Mendsliip,  and  aTOided  as  a.  blab, 
The  muk  of  fool  set  on  faia  front  1    Bnt  I 
God's  counsel  hiiTB  not  kept,  hia  holy  secret 
Freaumptuouslf  have  published,  impiouslj, 
Weak^  at  least,  and  duunefiill; ;  a  ain 
That  Gentiles'  in  tiieir  parables  condenui 
To  fbeir  abyss  and  homd  paine  confined. 

Be  penitent  and  for  thy  fanlt  contrite, 
But  act  not  in  thy  own  affliction,  son; 
Bepent  the  ain,  but  if  the  punishment 
Thou  canst  avoid,  Belf-preBervBtion  bids ; 
Or  the  execution  leave  to  high  disposal, 
And  let  another  band,  not  thine,  exact 
Thy  penal  forfeit  from  thyself;  perhaps 
Qad  will  relent,  and  quit  thee  ell  hia  debt; 
Who  ever  more  approTee  and  more  accepts 
(Best  pleased  witli  humble  and  filial  submiaaion) 
Him  who  imploring  mercy  sues  for  life. 
Than  who  eelf-rigorous  choosea  death  as  due ; 
Which  argues  over-just,  and  self-displeased 
For  self-offence,  more  than  for  Ood  offended. 
Reject  not  then  what  offered  meana ;  who  knows 
But  God  hath  set  before  us,  to  return  thee 
Home  to  thy  country  and  hia  sacred  house, 
Where  thou  mayst  bring  thy  ofibiings,  bo  avert 
Hia  itoher  ire,  with  prayers  and  vows  renewed  ? 

His  pardon  I  implore;  but  as. for  life, 
To  what  end  should  I  aeek  it?  when  in  strei^th 
All  mortals  I  excelled,  and  great  in  bopea 
With  youthful  courage  and  magnanimous  thought 
Of  birth  from  Heaven  foretold  and  high  exploits, 
Full' of  divine  instinct,  after  some  proof 
Of  acta  indeed  heroic,  far  beyond 
The  Bona  of  Anak,  famous  now  and  blazed. 
Fearless  of  danger,  like  a  petty  god 
I  walked  about  admired  of  all,  and  dreaded 
On  hoatile  ground,  none  daring  my  affivnt.' 
Then  swoUen  with  pride  into  the  anare  I  fell 
Of  fair  fallacious  looks,  venereal  trains, 

1  AQnding  to  ths  itocy  of  tantalna,  irho,  for  reveatlug  the  M 
afUia  goda,  w*s  condumned  to  the  tormsuta  of  HelL 
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Sonened  with  pleasure  and  voluptuoua  life ; 
At  length  to  la;  taj  head  and  hallowed  pledge 
Of  all  my  strength  in  the  lasciTious  lap 
Of  a  deceitful  concubine,  who  shore  me 
Like  a  tame  wether,  aU'  my  precious  fleece, 
Then  turned  me  out  ridiculous,  despoUed, 
ShaTen,  and  disarmed  among  mine  enemiea, 

Deaire  of  wine  and  all  delicious  drinks, 
Which  many  a  famous  warrior  oTertums, 
Thou  couldrt  repress,  nor  did  the  dancing  ruhy 
Sparkling,  out-poured,  the  flavour,  or  the  emefl. 
Or  taste  that  cheers  the  heart  of  gods  and  men, 
Allure  thae  from  the  cool  crystalline  stream. 

BAHSOH. 

Whererer  fountain  or  fresb  current  flowed 
ARBinat  the  eastern  ray,  translucent,  pure, 
With  touch  ethereal  oi  Heaven's  fiery  rod, 
I  drank,  from  the  clear  nulky  juice  allayiag 
Thirst  and  le&eshed;  nor  envied  them  the  grape 
Whose  heads  that  turbulent  liquor  Alls  with  fumes. 

Oh  I  madness,  to  tbinlt  use  of  strongest  winea 
And  strongest  drinks  our  chief  support  of  health. 
When  God  with  these  forbidden  made  choice  to  reoi 
His  mighty  champion,  strong  above  compare, 
Whose  drink  was  only  from  the  liquid  brook.* 

But  what  ayailed  this  temperance,  not  complete 
gainst  another  object  more  enticing? 
What  boots  it  at  one  gate  to  make  defence. 
And  at  another  to  let  in  the  foe, 
Effeminately  vanquiiihed  ?  by  which  means. 
Now  blind,  diahearfeaed,  shamed,  dishonoured,  quelled, 
To  what  can  I  be  useful,  wherein  serve 
My  nation,  and  the  work  from  Heaven  imposed. 
But  to  sit  idle  on  the  household  hearth, 
A  burdenoua  drone ;  to  visitants  a  gaze, 
Or  pitied  object,  theee  redundant  locks 
BobustiouH  to  no  purpose  clustering  down. 
Vain  monument  of  strength ;  till  length  of  yoKrs 
1  Meadowcoort  wonld  reU,  'Wny  prsciona  Amob;"  bt*  tiMm 
*  Aa  being  a  NM4uiU|  Jodgn  liiL  T. 
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And  sedentary  nambness  craze'  mv  limbs 
To  a  coatemptible  old  age  obscure? 
Here  mther  let  me  drudge  and  earn  my  bread. 
Till  Termin  or  the  draff  of  servile  food 
Conaume  me,  and  oft-invocated  death 
Hasten  the  velcome  end  of  all  my  pajua. 

Wilt  thou  then  serve  the  Philiatiuea  with  thai  gift 
Which  was  expressly  given  thee  to  annoy  them? 
Setter  at  home  Ite  l>ed-rid,  not  only  idle, 
Inglorious,  unemployed,  with  age  outworn. 
But  God,  who  caused  a  fountain  at  tbv  prayer 
From  the  dry  ground'  to  spring,  thy  tnijst  to  mllay 
After  the  brunt  of  battle,  nan  as  easy 
Cause  light  again  within  thy  eyes  to  spring, 
Wherewith  to  serve  him  better  than  thou  hast ; 
And  I  persuade  me  so ;  why  else  this  strenjfth 
Miraculous  yet  remaining  in  those  locks? 
His  might  continues  in  thee  uot  for  nought, 
Kor  shall  his  wondrous  gifts  be  frustrate  thus. 

All  otherwise  to  me  my  thoughts  portend. 
That  these  dark  orbs  no  more  shall  treat  with  light. 
Nor  the  other  light  of  life  continue  long. 
Bat  yield  to  double  darkness  nigh  at  band : 
So  much  I  fesl  my  genial  spirits  droop, 
My  h<^B  all  flat,  nature  within  me  seema 
In  all  her  fimctions  wearr  of  herself. 
My  race  of  glory  run,  ana  race  of  shame, 
And  I  shall  shortly  be  with  them  that  rest 

Believe  not  these  suggestions,  which  proceed 
From  anguish  of  the  mind  and  humours  black. 
That  mingle  with  thy  fancy.     I,  however, 
Must  not  omit  &  father's  timely  care 
To  prosecute  the  means  of  thy  deliverance 
By  ransom,  or  how  else :  meanwhile  b«  calm, 
And  healing  words  from  these  thy  frienda  admit 
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Oh,  that  tonnent  should  not  be  confined 
To  the  body's  wounda  and  Botes, 
With  malodieB  mnumeTable 
In  heart,  head,  breast,  and  reins; 
But  must  secret  passage  find 
To  the  inmoat  mind, 
There  exercise  all  his  fierce  sccidenta, 
And  on  her  purest  spirits  prey. 
As  on  entrails,  joints  and  limbs, 
With  answerable  pains,  but  more  intense, 
Though  void  of  cotnoral  sense  1 

My  griefs  not  only  pain  me 
As  a  Uiwering  disease, 
Bttt,  finding  no  redress,  ferment  and  rage. 
Nor  less  than  wounds  immedicable 
Bankle,  and  fester,  and  gangrene, 
To  black  mortification. 

Thoughts  my  tormentors  armed  with  deadly  stii^ 
Mangle  my  apprehensive  tenderest  parts, 
Exasperate,  exulcerate,  and  raise 
Dire  inflammation,  which  no  cooling  herb 
Or  medicinal  liquor  can  aesuage, 
Nor  breath  of  vernal  air  from  snowy  Alp.* 
Sleep  bath  forsook  and  given  me  o'er 
To  death's  benumbing  opium  as  my  only  cure : 
These  fain  tings,  swoonings  of  despair. 
And  sense  of  Heaven's  desertion. 

I  was  his  nurseling  once,  and  choice  delight; 
His  destined  from  the  womb. 
Promised  hj  heavenly  message  twice  descending. 
Under  his  special  eye 
Abstemious  I  grew  up  and  thrived  amain; 
He  led  me  on  to  mightiest  deeds 
Above  the  nerve  of  mortal  arm 
Agunst  the  undrcumcised,  our  enemies ; 
But  now  hath  cast  me  ofi"aa  never  known. 
And  to  those  cruel  enemies. 


Of  right,  reserved  alive  to  be  repeated 
The  subject  of  their  cruelty  or  acorn. 
Nor  am  I  in  the  list  of  them  that  hope  ; 
'  Used  here  for  anj  mouut^n. 
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Hopeless  ue  all  my  evils,  all  remediless; 

This  one  prayer  yet  remains,  might  I  be  heard. 

No  long  petition,  speedy  death, 

The  close  of  all  m;  miseries,  and  the  balm. 

Han^  are  the  sayings  of  Qte  wise 
In  ancient  and  in  modem  books  enrolled. 
Extolling  patience  as  the  truest  fortitude  ; 
And  to  the  beaxing  well  of  all  calamities. 
All  ehances  incident  to  man's  frail  life, 
Consolatories  writ' 

With  studied  argument,  and  much  persuasion  son^t* 
Lenient  of  grief*  and  anxious  thought : 
But  with  the  afBicted  in  his  pangs  tiieir  sound 
little  prevails,  or  rather  seems  a  tune 
Harsh,  and  of  dissonant  mood  from  hia  complaint; 
Unless  he  feel  within 
Some  source  of  consolation  from  above, 
Secret  refreshinga,  that  repair  his  strengtb. 
And  faintuig  spirits  aphold. 

God  of  our  fathers !  what  is  man, 
That  thou  towards  him  with  hand  so  Tarious, 
Or  might  I  say  contr&rious, 

Tempereat  thy  proridence  through  his  short  course. 
Not  evenly,  as  thou  rul'at 
The  angelic  orders  and  inferior  creatures  mute. 
Irrational  and  brute. 
Nor  do  I  name  of  men  the  common  rout, 
That  wandering  loose  about 
Grow  up  and  perish,  as  the  summer  fiv, 
Heads*  without  name  no  more  remembered, 
But  such  as  thou  hast  aolenmly  elected, 
With  giits  and  graces  eminently  adorned. 
To  some  great  work,  thy  glory. 
And  people's  safety,  which  in  part  they  efibot : 
Yet  toward  these  tnus  dignified,  thou  oft, 
Amidst  their  height  of  noon, 

Changest  thy  countenance,  and  thy  hand  with  no  regari 
Of  highest  favours  past 
Prom  thee  on  them,  or  them  to  thee  of  service. 

Nor  only  dost  degrade  them,  or  remit 


To  life  obscured,  which  were  a,  fair  dismisdOD, 

But  throw'st  them  loner  than  thou  didst  eialt  them  high, 

Unseemlj'  falls  in  human  eye, 

Too  grieTOus  for  the  treapaas  or  omission ; 

Oft  leaVst  them  to  the  hostile  sword 

Of  heaUien  and  proftuie,  their  oarcasea 

To  dogs  and  fowls  a  pre;,  oi  else  capdved; 

Or  to  the  unjust  tribunals,  under  change  of  times,' 

And  condemnation  of  the  tmgrateful  multitude. 

If  these  they  'scape,  perhaps  in  poverty* 

With  sickness  and  disease  thou  oow'st  them  down, 

Painful  diseases  and  deformed. 

In  crude*  old  age; 

Thou^  not  disordinate,  yet  causeless  suffering 

The  punishment  of  dissolute  days :  in  fine. 

Just  or  uuiust  alike  seem  miserable, 

For  oft  alike  both  came  to  eril  end. 

So  deal  not  with  this  once  thy  glorious  champion. 
The  image  of  thy  strength,  and  mighty  minister. 
What  do  I  beg  ?    How  hast  thou  dealt  already  ? 
Behold  him  in  this  state  calamitous,  and  turn 
His  labours,  for  thou  canst,  to  peaceful  end. 

But  who  is  this  ?  what  thii^  of  sea  or  land  ? 
Female  of  sex  it  seems, 
That  so  bedcclted,  ornate,  and  gay, 
Comes  this  way  sajllng 
Like  a  stately  ship 
Of  Tarsus,  bound  for  the  isles 
Of  Javan  or  Gadire,* 
With  all  her  bravery  on,  and  tackle  trim, 
Sails  filled,  and  streamers  waving, 
Courted  by  all  the  winds  that  hold  them  play. 
An  amber  scent  of  odorous  perfume 
Her  barbl^r,  a  damsel  train  behind  ; 
Some  rich  Philistian  matron  she  may  seem, 

'  Here  no  doabt  Hilton  reflocted  upon  the  trisla  and  safFeriDgs  of 
his  pmtv  after  the  ReBlormtion ;  and  probshl]'  he  m^ht  have  in  mind 
particnJiilj  the  case  of  Sir  Hem  Vane,  nhom  he  has  ao  hichlj  cde- 
brated  in  one  othia  aonaein.—HtwlBn. 

■  Thii  was  Milton's  own  oaaa. 

*  Prematore. 
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And  DOW,  at  nearer  view,  no  other  certain 
Than  Dalila  thy  wife. 

SAUBOM. 

Uy  wife,  my  tnitress !  let  her  not  come  near  me. 

OBOHUS. 

Tet  on  she  mores,  now  stands  and  eyes  thee  fixed. 
About  to  have  spoke,  but  now,  with  head  declined 
like  a  &ir  flower  surcharged  with  dew,  she  weeps, 
And  wonle  addressed  seem  into  tears  dissolved. 
Wetting  the  bordera  of  her  silken  veil : 
But  now  again  she  makes  address  to  speak. 

With  doubtful  feet  and  wavering  resolution 
I  came,  still  dreading  thy  displeasure,  Samson, 
Which  to  have  merited,  without  excuse, 
I  cannot  but  acknowledge ;  yet  if  tears 
May  «ipiate  (though  the  fact  more  evil  drew 
In  the  perverae  event  than  I  foresaw), 
My  penance  hath  not  slackened,  though  my  paidoa 
No  way  assured.     But  conjugal  affection, 
Prevailing  over  fear  and  timorous  doubt. 
Hath  led  me  on,  desirous  to  behold 
Once  more  thy  face,  and  know  of  thy  estate. 
If  aught  in  my  ability  may  serve 
To  lighten  what  thou  sufferest,  and  appease 
Thy  mind  with  what  amends  is  in  my  power, 
Thov^h  late,  yet  in  some  part  to  recompense 
My  rash  but  more  unfortunate  misdeed. 


To  break  all  faith,  all  vows,  deceive,  betray. 

Then  as  repentant  to  submit,  beseech, 

And  reconcilement  move  widt  feigned  remorse ; 

Confess,  and  promise  wonders  in  her  change. 

Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 

Her  husband,  how  far  urged  his  patience  bears. 

His  virtue  OF  weakness  which  way  to  assail : 

Then  witlt  more  cautious  and  instructed  skill 

Again  tran^resses,  and  again  subm'ts; 

That  wisest  and  best  men  full  oft  beguiled. 

With  goodness  principled  not  to  rejpct 

The  penitent,  but  ever  to  foi^ve. 

Are  drawn  to  wear  out  miserable  da<^ 
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Jntangled  with  a  poisonous  lioBom  Bit&lie, 
If  not  by  quick  destruction  soou  cut  off 
As  I  by  thee,  to  ages  on  example. 

Yet  hear  me,  Samson ;  not  that  I  endearour 
To  leasen  or  extenuate  my  ofibnce ; 
But  that  on  the  other  side,  if  it  he  weighed 
By  itself,  with  aggravations  not  surchai^ed. 
Or  else  with  just  allowance  counterpoised. 
I  may,  if  possible,  thy  pardon  And 
The  eader  towards  me,  or  thy  hatred  less. 
First  granting,  as  I  do,  it  was  a  weakness 
In  me,  hut  incident  to  all  our  ses, 
-  Curiosity,  inquisitive,  importune 
Of  eecieta,  then,  with  like  infirmity 
To  publish  them,  both  common  female  faults: 
Was  it  not  weakness  also  to  make  known 
For  importunity,  that  is  for  nought, 
Wherein  consisted  sJl  thy  strength  and  safety  ? 
To  what  I  did  thou  show'dst  me  first  the  way. 
But  I  to  enemies  revealed,  and  should  not: 
Nor  shouldst  thou  have  trusted  that  to  woman's  ItaiJty: 
Ere  I  to  thee,  thou  to  thyself  wast  cruel. 
Let  weakness  then  with  weakness  come  to  p&rle, 
So  near  related,  or  the  same  of  hiud. 
Thine  forgiTe  mine;  that  men  may  censure  thine 
The  gentler,  if  severely  thou  exact  not 
HoK  strength  from  me,  than  in  thyself  was  foond. 
And  what  a  love,  which  thou  interprelfst  hate. 
The  jealousy  of  love,  powerM  of  sway 
In  human  hearts,  nor  less  in  mine  towards  thee. 
Caused  what  I  did  ?    I  saw  thee  mutable 
Of  fancy;  feared  lest  one  day  thou  wouldst  leave  mo 
As  her  at  Timna,  sought  by  all  means  therefore 
How  to  endear,  and  hold  Uiee  to  me  firmest : 
No  better  way  I  saw  than  by  importuning 
To  leam  thy  secrets,  get  into  my  power 
Thy  key  of  strength  and  safety :  thou  wilt  say. 
Why  then  revealed?     I  was  assured  by  those 
Who  tempted  me,  that  nothing  was  designed 
Against  tliee  but  safe  custody,  and  hold: 
That  made  foe  me ;  I  knew  that  liberty 
Would  draw  thee  forth  to  perilous  enterprises. 
While  I  at  home  sat  full  of  cares  and  fears,  • 

I.  ioogic 


980  miltoh's  ncnau  noRu.  sos-s 

Wuling  &f  titeenee  in  mj'  widowed  bed ; 

Here  I  should  still  eqoy  tbee  day  uid  night, 

Mine  and  love' a  prisoner,  not  the  Philistiaea  ; 

Whole  to  myself;  unhazarded  abroad. 

Fearleas  at  home  of  partners  in  my  lova 

These  reasons  in  love's  law  have  passed  for  good, 

Though  fond  and  leaaonlees  to  some,  perhaps ; 

And  lore  hath  oft,  well  meaning,  wrought  much  woe. 

Yet  always  pity  or  pardon  hath  obtained. 

Be  not  unlike  sJl  other!!,  not  austere 

As  Hi  ou  art  strong,  inflexible  as  steel 

If  thou  in  strengUi  all  mortals  dost  exceed, 

In  uscompassionatB  anger  do  not  sa 

How  cunningly  the  sorceress  di^lays 
Her  own  tranagressiona,  to  upbraid  me  mine  1 
That  malice,  not  repentance,  brought  thee  hither. 
By  this  appears :  I  gave,  thou  say'at  the  example; 
I  led  the  way ;  bitter  reproach,  but  (rue ; 
I  to  myself  was  fiilse  ere  thou  to  me ; 
Such  pardon  therefore  as  I  give  my  folly, 
Take  to  thy  wicked  deed ;  which  when  thoa  seest 
Impartial,  self-serera,  inexorable, 
Hiou  wilt  renounce  Uiy  seeking,  and  much  rather 
Confess  it  feigned ;  weakness  is  thy  excuse, 
And  I  believe  it;  weakness  to  resist 
Fhiliatian  gold :  if  weakness  may  excuse. 
What  muiderer,  what  traitor,  parricide. 
Incestuous,  sacrilegious,  but  may  plead  it? 
All  wickedness  is  weakness  r  that  plea,  therefore, 
With  Ood  or  man  will  gain  thee  no  remission. 
But  love  constrained  thee ;  call  it  furious  rage 

Tosa ■ 

Mylo 

To  raise  in  me  inexpiable  hate, 

Knowing,  as  needs  I  must,  by  thee  betrayed  ? ' 

In  vain  thou  etriv'st  to  cover  shame  with  shame, 

Or  by  evasions  thy  crime  unoover'st  more. 

Since  thou  determin'st  weakness  for  no  plea 
In  rnan  or  woman,  though  to  thy  own  condemning. 
Hear  what  assaults  I  had,  what  snares  besidea, 
'  The  Mine  ooDitmclioa  is  in  FusdiM  Loit,  ix.  IBS : — 

*  "  And  knav  nut  ttiing  death." 
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What  sie^B  girt  me  round,  era  I  COTWented ; 

Whioh  might  hare  awed  the  best  resolved  of  men. 

The  constanteet,  to  have  yielded  without  blame. 

It  was  not  gold,  as  to  mj  charge  thou  lay'st, 

That  wrai^ht  with  me :  thou  knoVst  the  magistrates 

And  princes  of  m;  country  came  in  peraon. 

Solicited,  commanded,  threatened,  urged, 

Adjured  by  all  the  honda  of  ciril  duty 

And  of  religion ;  pressed  how  just  it  was, 

How  honourahls,  how  glorious  to  entrap 

A  common  enemy,  who  had  destroyed 

Such  ntunbers  of  our  nation :  and  the  piieet 

WoB  not  hehind,  hut  ever  at  my  ear, 

PreachiuK  how  meritorious  with  the  gods 

It  would  be  to  ensnare  an  irreligious 

Dishonourer  of  Dagon :  what  had  I 

To  oppose  against  such  powerful  arguments? 

Only  my  love  of  thea  held  long  debate, 

And  combated  in  silence  all  these  reasons 

"Viith  hard  contest :  at  length  that  grounded  maxim 

So  rife  and  celebrated  in  the  mouths 

Of  wisest  men,  that  to  the  pubho  good 

Private  respect  must  yield,  with  grave  authority 

Took  full  possession  of  me  and  prevailed ; 

Virtue,  as  I  thought,  truth,  duty,  bo  enjoining. 

I  thought  where  all  thy  circling  wiles  would  end. 
In  feigned  reh^on,  smooth  hvpocrisy. 
But  had  thy  love,  still  odiously  pretended, 
Been,  as  it  ought,  sincere,  it  would  have  taught  thea 
Far  other  reasonings,  hrougfat  forth  other  deeds. 
I,  before  all  the  daughters  of  my  tribe, 
And  of  my  nation,  chose  thee  mim  among 
My  enemies,  loved  thee,  as  too  well  thou  knew'st. 
Too  weU,  unbosomed  all  my  secrets  to  thee. 
Not  out  of  levity,  hut  overpowered 
By  thy  request,  who  could  deny  thee  nothing; 
Tet  now  am  judged  an  enemy.    Why  then 
Didst  thou  at  first  receive  me  for  thy  husband. 
Then,  as  since  then,  thy  country's  foe  professed  ? 
Being  once  a  wife,  for  me  thou  wast  to  leave 
Parents  and  country ;  nor  was  I  their  subject 
Nor  under  their  proteotion  but  my  own. 
Thou  mine,  not  theirs :  if  aught  against  my  life 
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Xhj  conntr;  sought  of  thee,  it  sought  unjuHtlj, 

Against  the  law  of  nature,  law  of  nations. 

No  more  thy  country,  but  an  im^iious  crew 

Of  men  conspiring  to  uphold  their  stata 

Bj  worse  than  hostile  deeds,  viidatiug  the  ends 

For  which  our  country  is  a  name  ao  dear ; 

Not  therefore  to  be  obeyed.     But  zeal  moved  thee ; 

To  please  thy  gods  thou  didst  it :  gods  unable 

To  acquit  themaelvea,  and  prosecute  their  foes 

But  by  ungodly  deeds,  the  contradiction 

Of  their  own  deity,  gods  cannot  be ; 

Leas  therefore  to  be  pleased,  obeyed,  or  feared. 

These  false  pretexts  and  varnished  colours  failii^, 

fiare  in  thy  guilt  how  foul  uiuat  thou  appeal  1 

In  argument  with  men  a  woman  ever 
Ooes  by  the  woree,  whatever  be  her  cause. 

SAMSOK. 

For  want  of  words,  no  doubt,  or  lack  of  breath  ; 
Witness  when  I  was  worried  with  thy  peals. 

I  was  a  fool,  too  rash,  and  quite  mistaken 
In  what  I  thought  would  have  succeeded  best- 
Let  me  obtain  roigiveness  of  thee.  Sunson; 
Afford  me  place  to  show  what  recompense 
Towards  thee  I  intend  for  what  I  have  miadooe. 
Misguided ;  only  what  remains  past  cure 
Bear  not  too  sensibly,  nor  still  insist 
To  aSict  thyself  in  vain :  though  s^ht  be  lost. 
Life  yet  halL  many  solaces,  enjoyed 
Where  other  senses  want  not  their  delights 
At  home  in  leisure  and  domestic  ease. 
Exempt  from  many  a  care  and  chance  to  which 
Eyesight  exposes  luHy  men  abroad. 
I  to  the  lords  will  intereede,  not  doubting 
Their  favourable  ear,  that  I  may  fetch  thee 
From  forth  this  loathsome  prison-hotise,  to  abide 
With  me,  where  my  redoubled  love  and  care 
With  nursing  diligence,  to  me  glad  office, 
May  ever  tend  about  thee  to  old  age 
With  all  things  grateful  cheered,  and  so  supplied. 
That  what  by  me  thou  hast  lost  thou  least  shalt  mia 


Ko,  no,  of  my  oondilion  take  n 
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It  fits  not;  thou  and  I  loi^  since  ate  twain; 

Nor  think  me  eo  unwary  or  aocursed, 

To  bring  mj  feet  again  into  the  sn&re 

Where  once  I  have  been  caught ;  I  know  thy  tr&ina 

Though  dearly  to  my  cost,  thy  gins,  and  toils; 

Thy  fair  enchanted  cup  and  warbling  charms' 

No  more  on  me  have  power ;  their  force  ia  nulled. 

So  much  of  adder's  wiedom*  I  have  learned 

To  fence  my  ear  against  thy  sorceries. 

If  in  my  flower  of  youth  and  strength,  when  all  men 

Loved,  nonoured,  feared  me,  thou  alone  couldst  hate  me 

Thy  husband,  slight  me,  sell  me,  and  forego  me, 

How  wouldst  thou  use  me  now,  blind,  and  thereby 

Deceivable  in  most  things  aa  a  child 

Helpless,  thence  easily  contemned,  and  scorned. 

And  last  neglected  ?    How  wouldst  thou  insulb 

■When  I  must  live  uxorious  to  thy  will 

In  perfect  thraldom ;  how  again  betray  me, 

Bearing  my  words  and  doings  to  the  lords 

To  gloss  upon,  and,  censuring,  frown  or  smOe? 

This  jail  I  count  the  house  M  liberty 

To  tlune,  whose  doors  my  feet  shall  never  enter. 

Let  me  approach  at  least,  and  touch  thy  hand. 

Not  for  thy  life,  lest  fierce  remembrance  waka 
My  sudden  rage  to  tear  thee  Joint  by  Joint 
At  distance  I  loigive  tiiee,  go  vrith  that; 
BewaO  thy  falsehood,  and  the  pious  works 
It  hath  brought  forth  to  make  thee  memorable 
Among  Ulustrious  women,  faithful  wives : 
Cherish  thy  hastened  widowhood  with  the  gold 
Of  matrimonial  treason :  so  farewell.  * 

I  see  thou  art  implacable,  more  deaf 
To  prayers  than  winds  and  seas;  yet  winds  to  seas 
Are  reconciled  at  length,  and  sea  to  shore : 
Thy  anger,  unappeasable,  still  rages. 
Eternal  tempest  never  to  be  calmed. 

'  AUadinz,  no  donbt,  to  the  sCotj  of  Circe  and  tlic  Sinne ;  but  d:d 
not  oni  inmDr'a  fondne*B  for  Oieek  leaning  make  him  hen  fcrgrt 
thu  it  ii  m  little  oat  of  chancier  to  repTeaent  Samaon  Bc^uainted  mlr> 
the  mjlhologyofthatconnlij?— rAjier. 

I  See  FsaJm  bnii  4, 0. 


Wh;  do  I  humble  thus  mjwlf,  and,  suing 
For  peace,  leap  nothing  but  repulse  and  hate  ? 
Bid  go  with  eTil  omen,  and  the  brand 
Of  imamy  npon  my  name  denounced  ? 
To  mix  with  thy  ctmceirunents  I  deeiat 
Henceforth,  nor  too  much  disapprove  my  own. 
Fame,  if  notdoulile-faced,  is  double-mouthed. 
And  with  contrary  blast  proclaime  most  deeds ; 
On  both  bia '  wings,  one  black,  the  other  white. 
Bears  greatest  names  in  his  wild  airy  flight 
Uy  name  perhaps  among  the  oircumcis^ 
In  Dan,  in  Judab,  and  the  bordering  tribes, 
To  all  posterity  may  stand  defamed, 
With  malediction  mentioned,  and  the  blot 
Of  falsehood  most  uncoi^ugal  traduced. 
But  in  my  country  where  I  most  desire 

fn  Ecron,  Gaza.  Asdod,  and  in  Gath), 
shall  be  named  among  the  famousest 
Of  women,  sung  at  solemn  festiyals, 
liiving  and  dead  recorded,  who,  to  save 
Her  country  from  a  fierce  destroyer,  chose 
Above  the  faith  of  wedlock  bands;  my  tomb 
With  odours  visited  and  annual  flowers ;  * 
Not  less  renowned  than  in  Mount  Ephraim 
Jae],  who  with  inhospitable  guile 
Smote  8isera  sleeping  through  the  temples  nailed. 
Nor  shall  I  count  it  heinous  to  enjoy 
The  public  marks  of  honour  and  reward 
Conferred  upon  me,  for  the  piety 
Which  to  my  country  I  was  judged  to  have  shown. 
At  lliis  who  ever  envies  or  repines, 
I  leave  him  to  his  lol^  and  like  my  own. 


So  let  her  go ;  God  sent  her  to  debase  me. 
And  aggravate  my  folly,  who  conunitted 
To  such  a  viper  his  most  sacred  trust 
Of  secreay,  my  safety,  and  my  life. 

>  Fame  ii  Blwiyi  t.  goidat  in  tbe  cUsaic  posts ;  bnt  cmr  autlior  hu 
iDkde  the  mass  taaituliw  in  Lycidaa. 

'  This  wDold  seem  lo  liave  bean  an  orienla'  cuMom,  from  wh»t  w» 
rwul  reelecting  the  jeaiij  lamentadou  for  ths  kof^iMr  of  Japtatlia. 


Yet  beauty,  though  iDJurious,  hath  strange  power, 
After  offence  returning,  to  regain 
Love  once  possessed,  nor  can  be  earily 
Bepulsed  without  much  iuwaid  passion  felt, 
And  secret  sting  of  amoroue  remorse. 

Love-quarrels  oft  in  pleasing  concord  end. 
Not  wedlock-treachei;  endiuigering  life. 

It  is  not  virtue,'  wisdom,  Taloui,  wit. 
Strength,  comelinesB  of  shape,  or  amplest  merit. 
That  woman's  love  can  win  or  long  inh^t; 
But  what  it  is,  hard  is  to  say. 
Harder  to  hit 

{Which  way  soever  men  refer  it) ; 
Much  like  thj  riddle,  Samson,  in  one  day 
Or  seven,  thou^  one  should  muaing  sit 

If  any  of  these,  or  aU,  the  Timnian  bride 
Had  not  so  soon  preferred 
Thy  paranymph,' worthlesB  to  thee  compared, 
Successor  m  tny  bed. 
Nor  both  so  loosely  disaUied 
Their  nuptials,  nor  this  last  so  treacherously 
Had  shorn  the  fatal  harvest  of  thy  head. 
Is  it  for  that  such  outward  ornament 
Was  lavished  on  their  ses,  that  inward  gifts 
Were  left  for  baste  unfinished.  Judgment  scant, 
Capacity  not  raised  to  apprehend 
Or  value  what  is  beet 
In  choice,  hut  oftest  to  affect  the  wrong  ? 
Or  wa^  too  much  of  self-love  mixed. 
Of  constancy  no  root  infixed. 
That  either  they  love  nothing,  or  not  long? 

Whate'er  it  he,  to  wisest  men  and  best 


1  HowevRT  just  the  obaervAtlon  may  be,  that  Miltcn,  inliU  FaFadlM 
IiDBt,  Bsems  to  court  iJte  favour  of  the  female  sei,  it  is  leij  censin 
OM  ho  did  not  iMTy  the  aame  complaiBttncB  into  this  performaiici!, 
What  the  choms  here  asja  outgoes  the  lerj  bitlerest  BBtire  of 
Euripiflea.-^  Thyrr, 

It  will  be  recollected  that  MUton'a  ova  domeslio  life  iras  not  ■ 
happy  one,  and.  that  some  of  the  bitteroen  with  vhich  thi>  poem  is 
frtHuht  noij  be  traced  to  that  cause. 

'  Bridemau.    Ct  Judges  liv.  SO. 
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SS6  uiLTOMs  PoxnoAL  workb.  lou^icrTS. 

Seeming  at  first  all  heavenly  under  Yirgiii  veil. 

Soft,  modest,  meek,  demure, 

Once  joined,  the  contrai;  die  prorea.  a  thorn 

luteatiDe,  far  within  defenave  arma 

A  cleBTing  iniBchief,*  in  his  way  to  virtuo 

Adverse  and  turbulent,  or  by  her  charms 

BrawB  him  awry  enslaved 

With  dotage,  and  his  sense  depraved 

To  folly  and  shameful  deeds  which  ruin  ends. 

What  pilot  so  expert  but  needs  must  wreck 

Embarked  with  aueh  a  ateers-mate  at  the  helm? 

Favoured  of  Heaven  who  finds 
One  virtuous  rarely  found. 
That  in  domestic  good  combines ; 
Happf  that  house  !  his  way  to  peace  is  smooth  : 
But  virtue,  which  breaks  through  all  opposition. 
Most  shinea,  and  moat  ia  acceptable  above. 

Therefore  Qod's  universal  law 
Gave  to  the  man  despotio  power 
Over  his  female  in  due  awe. 
Nor  from  that  right  to  part  an  hour, 
Smile  she  or  lour; 
80  shall  he  leaet  confusion  draw 
On  his  whole  life,  not  swaved 
By  female  usurpation,  or  dismayed. 

But  had  we  beat  retire?    I  see  a  storm. 

BAUHOH. 

Fail  days  have  oft  contracted  wind  and  rain 

But  this  another  kind  of  tempeat  brings. 

Be  less  abstnise :  my  riddling  days  are  past 

I/)ok  now  for  no  enchanting  voice,  nor  fear 
The  bait  of  honeyed  words:  a  router  ton^e 
Draws  hitherwBid ;  I  know  him  by  his  stride ; 
The  giant  Harapha  of  Gath ;  his  look 
Haughty  as  ie  his  pile  high-built  and  proud. 
Conies  he  in  peace  ?    What  wind  hath  blown  him  bitber 
I  less  conjecture  than  when  first  I  eaw 
The  sumptuous  Dalila  floating  this  way : 
His  habit  carries  peace,  his  brow  defiance. 
1  An  lUusioD  to  tha  paboiied  ganuent  sent  ta  Hemdo  bj  B«i» 


HiB  firaught  we  soon  shall  kcow:  he  now  arrives. 

1  come  not,  Samson,  to  condole  thy  chance, 
Ab  these  perhaps,  yet  wish  it  had  not  heen, 
Though  for  no  fneniUy  intent     I  am  of  Gath ; 
Men  call  me  Harapha,'  of  stock  renowned 
As  Og  or  AiiftV,  and  the  Emima  old 
That  Kiriathftim*  held .  thou  knoVst  me  now. 
If  thou  at.  all  art  known.     Much  I  have  heard 
Of  thy  prodigious  might,  and  feats  performed 
Incredible  to  me ;  in  this  displeased, 
That  I  was  never  present  on  the  place 
Of  those  encounters,  where  we  might  have  tried 
Each  otbet's  force  in  camp  or  listed  field ; 
And  now  am  come  to  see  of  whom  such  noise 
Hath  walked  ahout,  and  each  limb  to  survey. 
If  thy  appearance  answer  loud  report 

The  way  to  know  were  not  to  see  hut  taste 


Dost  thou  already  single  me?    I  thought 
Gyves*  and  the  mill  had  tamed  thee.    Oh,  that  fortune 
Had  brought  me  to  the  field,  where  thou  art  famed 
To  have  wrought  such  wonders  with  an  ass's  jaw  I 
I  should  have  forced  thee  soon  with  other  arms, 
Or  left  thy  carcass  where  the  ass  lay  thrown ; 
So  had  the  glory  of  prowess  heen  recovered 
To  Palestine,  won  by  a  Philistine 
From  the  unforeskinned  rai«,  of  whom  thou  bear'st 
The  highest  name  for  valiant  acts ;  that  honour 
Certain  to  have  won  by  mortal  duel  from  thee, 
I  lose,  prevented  by  thy  eyes  put  out 

Boast  not  of  what  thou  wouldst  have  done,  hut  do 
What  then  thou  wouJdst ;  thou  seest  it  in  thy  hand. 

■  This  cbBTScUr  is  Ectilions,  bnt  ia  properly  introdaced  by  tfa( 
poet.  Bud  not  without  Bome  toundatloo  in  Scripture.  Arapha,  oi 
rather  Baphs  (eajs  Calm^t),  waa  father  of  the  giants  of  Rephaim 
The  word  Kapha  may  like nise  aigni^  simply  ft  giaol. — Nialen. 

'  Ct  Genes.  liT.  S, 

i  Fetters. 

CC 

D5...  J  I,  Google 


To  combat  with  a  blind  man  I  disdain, 
&ad  thou  hast  need  much  washing  to  be  touched. 

aAUSOH. 

Such  usage  as  jom  honourable  lords 
Afford  me,  asaassinaled  and  betrayed, 
Who  durst  not  with  their  whole  united  powera 
In  fl^ht  witlistand  me  single  and  unaimed, 
Not  iu  the  house  with  chamber  ambushes 
Close-banded  durst  attack  me,  no,  not  sleeping, 
Till  they  had  hired  a  woman  with  their  gold. 
Breaking  her  marriage  faith  to  circumvent  me. 
Therefore,  without  feigned  ^ifts,  let  be  assigned 
Somo  narrow  place  enclosed,  where  sight  may  give  thee. 
Or  rather  flight,  no  great  advanl^^  on  me ; 
Then  put  on  all  thy  eoi^ous  arms,  thy  helmet 
And  brigandine'  oF  brass,  th;  broad  habergeon,* 
Van^h^asa*  and  greaves,'  and  gauntlet,  add  thy  spear, 
A  weaver's  beam,*  and  seven-timefr-folded  shield, 
I  only  with  an  oaken  staff  will  meet  thee, 
And  raise  such  outcries  on  thy  clattered  iron, 
Which  long  shall  not  withhold  me  from  thy  head,  I 

That  in  a  little  time  while  breath  remains  thee. 
Thou  oft  slialt  wish  thyself  at  Oath,  to  boast 
Again  in  safety  what  thou  wouldst  have  done 
To  Samaon,  but  shalt  never  see  Oath  more. 

HABAPHA. 

Thou  durst  not  thus  disparage  glorious  arms. 
Which  greatest  heroes  have  in  battle  worn. 
Their  ornament  and  safety,  had  not  spells*  ' 

And  black  encbantmentn,  some  magician's  aft,  [Heaven  I 
Armed  thee,  or  charmed  thee  bUxh^,  which  thon  from  | 
Feign'dst  at  thy  birth  was  given  thee  in  thv  hair,  . 

Where  atrength  can  leaat  abide,  though  all  thy  hain  ' 

Were  hristles,  ranged  like  those  that  lidge  the  back 
Of  chafed  wild  boara,  or  rufSed  porcupines.' 

>  AcoatofmoiL    See  Jer.  ilvi.  *  ;  li,  3. 
^  A.  eoat  of  mul  far  the  neck  und  ahanlderg. 

*  Or  Tantbnce,  acant  bnu,  Bimout  for  the  Bnoi. 

*  Aimonr  (or  the  leot. 

*  Like  Goliath's,  1  Sun.  ivU.  T. 

*  Tbi(  uoUoD  is  proboblj  adopteil  from  some  of  Ibe  Kaliu  ^is 
poeU.  itho  are  fond  of  represenling  their  heroes  achieving  Tictorj,  or 

"  of  SLakspeare. 


I  know  no  spelh,  use  no  forbidden  arls ; 
My  trust  is  in  the  living  God,  who  gave  me 
At  my  nativity  this  straugth,  diffused 
No  less  through  all  my  sinews,  joints,  and  bones. 
Than  thine,  while  I  preserred  these  locks  unahonv. 
The  pledge  of  my  unviolated  tow. 
For  proof  hereof;  if  Dagon  he  thy  god, 
Go  to  his  temple,  iuvocate  liia  aid 
With  eolemnest  devotion,  spread  before  him 
How  highly  it  concerns  his  glory  now 
To  frustrate  and  dissolve  these  magic  spells, 
Which  I  to  be  the  power  of  Israel's  God 
Avow,  and  challenge  Dagon  to  Ae  teat, 
Offering  to  combat  thee  his  champion  bold. 
With  the  utmost  of  his  godhead  seconded : 
Then  thou  Gbalt  see,  or  rather  to  thy  sorrow 
Sooa  feel,  whose  God  is  strongest,  uiine  or  mi 

Presume  not  on  thy  God,  whate'er  he  be; 
Thee  he  regards  not,  owns  not,  hath  cut  off 
Quite  from  hia  people,  and  delivered  up 
Into  thy  enemies'  hand,  permitted  them 
To  put  out  bolh  thine  eyes,  and  fettered  send  thee 
Into  the  common  prison,  there  to  grind 
Among  the  slaves  and  asses,  thy  comrades, 
As  good  for  nothing  else,  no  better  service 
WiUi  those  thy  boisterous  locks,  no  worthy  match 
For  valour  to  assail,  nor  hy  the  sword 
Of  noble  warrior,  so  to  stain  his  honour, 
Bnt  by  the  barber's  razor  best  subdued. 

All  these  indignities,  for  such  they  are 
From  thine,  these  evils  1  deserve  and  more. 
Acknowledge  them  trom  God  inflicted  on  me 
Justly,  yet  despair  not  of  his  final  pardon 
Whose  ear  is  ever  open,  and  his  eye 
Gracious  to  re-admit  the  supphant ; 
In  confidence  whereof  I  once  again 
Sely  thee  to  the  trial  of  mortal  fight, 
By  combat  to  decide  whose  Ood  is  God, 
Thine  or  whom  I  witit  Israel's  sons  adore. 


Fair  honour  that  thou  dost  thy  God,  in  trusting 


Tongue-doughty  giant,'  how  dost  thou  prove  me  these? 


Is  Dot  thy  nation  suhject  to  our  lords  ? 
Their  magistrates  confessed  it,  when  they  took  thee 
As  a  league-breaker,  and  delivered  bound 
Into  our  hands :  for  hadst  thou  not  committed 
Notorious  murder  on  those  thirty  men 
At  Ascabn,  who  never  did  thee  uarm, 
Then,  like  a,  robber,  stripp'dst  them  of  their  robes  ? 
The  Philistines,  when  thou  hadst  broke  the  league, 
Went  up  with  annM  power  thee  only  seeking, 
To  others  did  no  violence  nor  spoil. 

Among  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines 
I  chose  a  wife,  whieh  argued  me  no  foe ; 
And  in  jour  city  held  mj  nuptial  feast: 
But  your  ill-meaning  politician  lords. 
Under  pretence  of  bridal  friends  and  guests, 
Appointed  to  await  me  tbii-tti  spies, 
Who  threatening  cruel  death  constrained  the  biide 
To  wring  from  me  and  tell  to  them  my  secret. 
That  solved  the  riddle  which  I  had  proposed. 
When  I  perceived  all  set  on  enmity. 
As  on  my  enemies,  wherever  chanced, 
I  used  hostility,  and  took  their  spoU 
To  pay  my  underminers  in  their  coin. 
My  nation  was  subjected  to  jour  lords ; 
It  was  the  force  of  conquest ;  force  with  force 
Is  well  ejected  when  the  conquered  can. 
But  I.  a  private  person,  whom  my  country 
As  a  league-breaker  gave  up  hound,  presumed 
Single  rebellion,  and  did  hostile  acts. 
I  was  no  private,  biit  a  person  raised 
With  strength  sufficient  and  command  from  Heaven 
To  free  my  country  ;  if  their  servile  minds 
Me  their  deliverer  sent  would  not  receive,' 
But  to  their  masters  gave  me  up  for  nought, 
The  unworthier  they;  whence  to  this  day  they  serve, 
I  was  to  do  my  part  from  Heaven  assigned. 
And  had  performed  it,  if  my  known  ofitnce 
'  Speech'TSlituit 


Had  not  disabled  me,  not  all  your  force : 

These  shifts  refuted,  answer  thy  appellant 

Though  by  his  blindness  maimed  for  high  attempts. 

Who  now  defies  thee  thrice'  to  single  fight, 

Ab  a  pet^  enterprise  of  small  enforce. 


Due  by  the  law  to  capital  punishment? 
~    ^ghtu'    ■ 


With  thee '.  a  man  condemned,  a  slave  enrolled, 
Due  by  the  law  to  ci 
To  fight  with  thee  n 

Cam'st  thou  for  this,  v 
To  descant  on  my  streng    , 
Come  nearer,  part  not  hence  so  slight  informed ; 
But  take  good  heed  my  hand  surrey  not  thee. 


No  man  withholds  thee,  nothing  from  thy  hand 
Fear  I  incurable ;  bring  up  thy  Tan, 
My  heels  are  fettered,  but  my  fist  is  free. 


This  insolence  other  kind  of  answer  fits. 

Oo,  baffled  coward  !  lest  I  run  upon  thee, 
rhough  in  these  chains,  bulk  without  spirit  vast, 
And  with  one  buffet  lay  thy  structure  low. 
Or  swing  thee  in  the  air,  then  dash  thee  down 
To  the  hazard  of  thy  brains  and  shattered  sides. 


And  lower  looks,  but  in  a  sultry  chafe. 

I  dread  him  not,  nor  all  his  giant  brood. 
Though  fame  divulge  him  father  of  five  sons. 
All  of  gigantic  size,  Goliah  chie£ 

He  will  directly  to  the  loids,  I  fear, 
1  The  Qsiul  nombcT  in  tlio  cbifalrouB  Adventnrefl  of 


He  must  allege  some  cause,  and  offered  flght 
Will  not  dare  loentioa,  lest  a  queGtioa  rise 
Whether  he  durst  accept  the  offer  or  not. 
And  that  he  durst  not  plaiu  enough  appeared. 
Much  more  affliction  uian  already  felt 
Thej  cannot  well  Impose,  uor  I  sustain ; 
If  thej  intend  advantage  of  my  labours, 
The  work  of  many  hands,  which  earns  my  keeping 
With  no  small  profit  daily  to  my  owners. 
But  come  what  will,  my  deadliest  foe  will  prove 
My  speediest  Mead,  by  death  to  rid  me  hence : 
The  worst  that  he  can  give,  to  me  the  hesL 
Yet  so  it  may  fall  out,  becauee  their  end 
Is  hale,  not  help  to  me,  it  may  with  mine 
Draw  dieir  own  ruin  who  attempt  the  deed. 
OHonos. 

Oh,  how  comely  it  is,  and  how  reriring 
To  the  spints  of  lUst  men  long  oppressed  ! 
When  God  into  the  hands  of  their  deliverer 
Puts  invincible  might 

To  quell  the  mighty  of  the  earth,  the  oppressor. 
The  brute  and  boisterous  force  of  violent  men 
Hardy  and  industrious  to  support 
grannie  power,  but  raging  to  pursoe 
Tne  righteous  and  all  such  aa  honour  tmth ; 
He  all  theii  ammunition 
And  feats  of  war  defeats 
With  plain  heroic  magnitude  of  mind 
And  celestial  vigour  aimed. 
Their  armouries  and  magazines  contemns. 
Benders  them  useless,  while 
With  winged  expedition, 
Swift  as  the  lightning  glance,  he  executes 
His  errand  on  the  wicked,  ivho,  surprised. 
Lose  their  defence,  distracted  and  amazed. 

But  patience  is  more  oft  the  exercise 
Of  saints,  the  trial  of  their  fortitude, 
Making  them  each  his  own  detiverei, 
And  victor  over  all 
That  tyranny  or  forbme  can  inflict- 
Either  of  these  is  in  thjr  lot, 
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iiW— 1320.  SAMaON  AGOHIHTKS. 

SamsoD,  with  might  endued 
Above  the  eons  of  men ;  but  sight  bereaved 
May  chance  to  number  thee  with  thoee 
Wliom  pntiesce  finally  must  crown. 

ThiB  idol's  day  halii  been  t«  thee  no  day  of  rest, 
Laboiuing  thy  mind 
More  than  the  working  day  thy  hands. 
And  yet,  perhaps,  more  trouble  ia  behind, 
^or  1  descry  this  way 
..  jme  other  tending,  in  his  hand 
A  eceptre  or  quaint  staff  he  bears, 
Gomes  on  amain,  speed  in  hia  look. 
By  his  habit  I  discern  him  now 
A  publia  officer,  and  now  at  hand 
His  message  nill  be  short  and  voluble. 

Hebrews,  the  prisoner  Samson  here  I  seek. 

His  manacles  remark  bim,'  there  he  aits. 


Samson,  to  thee  our  lords  thus  bid  me  say: 
This  day  to  Dagon  is  a  solemn  feast, 
With  sacrifices,  triumph,  pomp,  and  games; 
Thy  Btrength  they  know  Burpassing  hutnan  rate. 
And  now  some  public  proof  thereof  require 
To  honour  this  great  feast,  and  great  assembly ; 
Else  therefore  with  all  speed,  and  come  aloi^, 
Where  I  will  see  thee  heartened  end  fresh  clad. 
To  appear  as  fl(s  before  the  illustiioiis  lords. 

Thou  know'st  I  am  an  Hebrew,  therefore  tali  them, 
Onr  law  forbids  at  their  reUgious  rites 
My  presence ;  for  that  cause  I  cannot  come. 

This  answer,  be  assured,  will  not  content  them. 

Have  they  not  sword-players,  and  every  Bwt 
Of  gynmic  artista,  wreaUere,  riders,  runners, 
Jugglera  and  dancers,  antics,  mummers,  mimics, 
But  they  must  pick  me  out  with  shackles  tired, 
And  ovec-laboured  at  their  pubhc  mill. 
To  make  them  sport  with  blind  activity  ? 
Bo  they  not  seek  occasion  of  new  quarrels 


k  ".oogic 


On  m;  refusal  to  diBtresa  me  more, 
Or  make  a  game  of  my  calamities  ? 
Return  the  way  thoa  cam'st,  I  will  n( 


m'st,  I  will  not  come. 

OFPIGEIL 

Regard  thyself:  this  will  offend  them  highljr. 

Myeelf  ?  my  conscience  and  internal  peace. 
Can  they  think  me  so  broken,  so  debased 
With  corporal  servitude,  that  ray  mind  erer 
Will  conaescend  to  such  absurd  commands? 
Although  their  drudge,  to  he  their  fool  or  .jester, 
And  in  my  midst  of  Borrow  and  heart-grief 
To  show  them  feata,  and  play  before  their  god. 
The  worst  of  all  indignities,  yet  on  me 
Joined  with  extreme  contempt?    I  will  not  come. 

My  message  was  imposed  on  me  with  speed, 
Brooks  no  delay;  is  this  thy  resolution? 

So  take  it  with  what  speed  thy  messa^  needs. 

OFFICES. 

I  am  sorry  what  this  stoutness  will  produce. 

SAUaOH. 

Perhaps  thou  shalt  have  cause  to  sorrow  indeed 

Consider,  Samaou;  matters  now  are  strained 
Tip  to  the  highth,  whether  to  hold  or  break ; 
He's  gone,  and  who  knows  how  he  may  report 
Thy  words  by  adding  fuel  to  the  flame  ? 
Expect  another  message  more  imperious, 
More  lordly  thundering  than  thou  weD  wilt  bear. 

Shall  I  abuse  this  consecrated  gift 
Of  strei^h,  again  returning  with  my  hair 
After  my  great  transgression;  so  requite 
FaTour  renewed,  and  add  a  greater  sin 
By  prostituting  holy  things  to  idols? 
A  Nazante  in  place  abominable 
Vaunting  my  strength  in  honour  to  their  DagonT 
Besides  how  vile,  contemptible,  ridiculous, 
What  act  more  execrably  unclean,  profane? 


Not  in  their  idol-worsliip,  but  bj  labour 
Honest  and  lawful  to  deserve  my  food 
Of  those  who  have  me  in  their  civil  power. 

Where  the  heart  joins  not,  outward  acts  defile  nut. 

Where  outward  force  constrains,  the  sentence  holds. 
But  who  conBtrains  me  to  the  temple  of  Dagon, 
Not  dragging?    The  Philistian  lords  command : 
Commands  are  no  restraints.     If  I  obey  them, 
I  do  it  freely,  venturing  to  displease 
God  for  the  fear  of  man,  and  man  prefer. 
Set  God  behind;  which  ia  his  jealousy 
Shall  never,  unrepented.  find  iorgiveness. 
Yet  that  he  may  dispense'  with  me  or  thee 
Present  in  temples  at  idolatrous  rites 
For  some  important  cause,  thou  need'st  cot  doubt 

How  thou  wilt  here  come  off  surmounts  my  reach. 

Be  of  good  courage.  I  begin  to  feel 
Some  rousing  motions  in  me  which  dispose 
To  something  extraordinary  my  thoughts. 
1  with  this  messenger  will  go  ^ong. 
Nothing  to  do,  be  sure,  that  may  dishonour  . 
Our  law,  or  stain  my  vow  of  Naaarite. 
If  there  be  aught  of  presage  in  the  mind, 
This  day  will  be  remarkable  in  my  life 
By  some  great  act,  or  of  my  days  the  last 

In  time  thou  hast  resolved,  the  man  returns, 

Samson,  this  second  message  from  our  lords 
To  thee  I  am  bid  say.     Art  thou  our  slave, 
Our  captive,  at  the  public  mill  our  drudge. 
And  dar'st  thou  at  our  sending  and  command 
Dispute  thv  coming?     Come  without  delay; 
Or  we  shall  find  such  engines  lo  assail 
And  hamper  thee,  as  thou  shall  come  of  force. 
Though  tnou  wert  firmlier  fastened  than  a  rock 


I  could  be  well  content  to  try  their  art, 
Wbich  to  no  few  of  them  would  prove  pemioious. 
Tet  knowing  their  advantages  too  man*, 
Because  they  shaJl  not  trail  me  through  their  Btreets 
Like  a  wild  beast,  I  am  content  to  go. 
Mastera'  commandB'  come  with  a  power  resiEtless 
To  Buch  SB  owe  them  ahsolute  eubjection; 
And  for  a  life  who  will  not  change  his  purpose  ? 
(So  mntahie  are  all  the  ways  of  men) 
yet  this  be  sure,  in  nothing  to  comply 
ScandalouB  or  forbidden  in  our  law. 


Brethren,  farewell ;  jour  company  along 
I  will  not  wish,  lest  it  perhaps  offend  them 
To  Bee  me  cnrt  with  Mends ;  and  how  the  sight 
Of  me  as  of  a  commou  enemy, 
80  dreaded  once,  may  now  exasperate  them 
I  know  not     Lords  are  lordliest  in  their  wine; 
And  the  well-feasted  priest  then  soonest  fired 
With  zeal,  if  aught  religion  seem  concerned ; 
No  less  the  people  on  tbeir  boly-days 
Impetuous,  insolent,  nnquenchable: 
Happen  what  may,  of  me  expect  to  hear 
NoOiing  dishonourable,  impure,  unworthy 
Our  Ood,  our  law,  m;  nation,  or  myself, 
The  last  of  me  or  no  I  cannot  warrant. 

Oo,  and  the  Holy  One 
Of  Israel  be  thy  guide 

To  what  may  serve  his  glory  best;  and  spread  his  name 
Great  among  tbe  heathen  round ; 
Send  thee  the  angel  of  thy  birth,  to  stiuid 
Fast  by  thy  side,  who  from  thy  fathei's  field 
Rode  up  in  flames  after  his  messaj^  (old 
Of  thy  conception,  and  he  now  a  shield 
Of  fire ;  titat  Spirit  that  first  rushed  on  thee 


Tn  the  camp  of  Dan 
Be  efficacious  in  thee  now  at  need. 
For  never  was  from  Heaven  imparted 
Measure  of  strength  so  great  (o  mortal  seed, 
As  in  thy  wondroiis  actions  hath  been  seen. 
But  wherefore  comes  old  Manoah  in  such  liaste 
With  youthful  steps?  much  livelier  than  ereffhilo 
He  seems;  supposing  here  t^  find  his  sod, 
Or  of  him  bringing  to  us  some  glad  news  ? 

Peace  with  jou,  brethren ;  my  inducement  hither 
Was  not  at  present  here  to  tlnd  my  son, 
By  order  of  Ihe  lords  new  parted  hence 
To  come  and  play  before  tiiem  at  their  feast 
I  heard  all  as  I  came,  the  city  rings. 
And  numbere  thither  flock,  I  hod  no  will, 
Lest  I  should  see  him  forced  to  things  unseemly. 
But  that  which  moved  my  coming  now,  was  chiefly 
To  give  je  part  with  me  what  hope  I  have 
WiUi  good  success  U>  work  his  liberty. 

Tliat  hope  would  much  rejoice  us  to  partake 
With  thee ;  say,  reverend  sire,  we  thirst  to  hear. 

UANOAH. 

I  have  attempted  one  by  one  the  lords 
Either  at  home,  or  through  the  high  street  passing, 
With  supplication  prone  and  fathei's  tears. 
To  accept  of  ransom  for  my  son  ttieir  prisoner. 
Some  much  averse  I  found  and  wondrous  harsh, 
Contemptuous,  proud,  set  on  revenge  and  spite ; 
That  part  most  reverenced  Dagon  and  his  priests  i 
Others  more  moderate  seeming,  but  their  aim 
Private  reward,  for  which  both  god  and  state 
They  easily  would  set  to  sale ;  a  third 
More  generous  far  and  civil,  who  confessed 
Thejr  had  enough  revenged,  having  reduoai 
Their  foe  to  misery  beneath  their  fears. 
The  rest  was  magnanimity  to  remit. 
If  some  convenient  ransom  were  proposed. 
What  noise  or  shout  was  that?  it  tore  the  sky. 

Doubtless  the  people  shouting  to  behold 
Their  once  great  dread,  captive  and  blind  before  tliem. 
Or  at  some  proof  of  strength  before  them  shown. 

Google 


His  raasom,  if  raj  whole  inheritance 
May  compasa  it,  ahaJl  willingly  be  paid 
Ana  niuuDered  down :  much  rather  I  EhsJl  chooBe 
To  live  the  poorest  in  my  tribe,  than  richest. 
And  he  in  that  calamitous  prison  left. 
No,  I  am  fixed  not  to  part  hence  without  him. 
For  his  redemption  all  my  patrimony, 
If  need  be,  I  am  ready  to  forego 
And  quit:  not  wanting  him,  I  shall  want  nothing 

Fathers  are  wont  to  lay  up  for  their  sons. 
Then  for  thy  son  art  bent  to  lay  out  all ; 
Sons  wont  to  nuree  their  parents  in  old  age. 
Thou  in  old  age  car'st  how  to  Duree  thy  son, 
Made  older  than  thy  ag&  through  eyesight  lost 


That  of  a  nation  armed  the  strength  contained; 
And  I  persuade  me  God  had  not  permitted 
His  strength  again  to  grow  up  with  his  hair 
Garrisoned  round  about  him  like  a  camp 
Of  faithful  soldiery,  were  not  bis  purpose 
To  use  him  further  yet  in  some  great  serrice, 
Not  to  ait  idle  with  so  great  a  gift 
Useless,  and  thence  ridiculous  about  him. 
And  since  his  strength  with  eyesight  was  not  lost, 
God  will  restore  him  eyesight  to  his  strength. 


ivery,  and  thy  joy  thereon 
Conceived,  agreeable  to  a  father's  love, 
la  both  which  we,  as  next,  participate. 

I  know  your  fiiendlv  miods,  and — Oh, 
Mercy  of  HeaTCn  1  what  hideous  noise  w 
Horribly  loud,  unlike  the  former  shout 
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Blood,  death,  aad  deatbful  deeds  ar«  in  that 
Ruin,  destmcd-on  at  the  utmost  poiut. 

Of  ruin,  indeed,  methought  I  heard  the  nc 
Oh!  itcontiuues;  they  have  slain  my  son ! 


Some  dismal  accident  it  needs  must  be : 
What  shall  we  do,  stay  here  or  rua  and  see  ? 

Best  keep  together  here,  lest  running  thither 
We  unawares  run  into  danger's  mouth. 
This  CTil  on  the  Philistines  ia  fallen ; 
From  whom  could  else  a  general  cry  he  heard  ? 
The  sufferers  then  will  scajce  molest  us  here, 
From  other  hands  we  need  not  much  to  fear 
What  if  his  eyesight  (for  to  Israel's  God 
Nothing  is  hard]  by  miracle  restored, 
He  DOW  be  dealing  dole  among  his  foes,' 
And  OTer  heaps  or  slaughteretf  walk  his  way? 

KANOAH. 

That  were  a  joy  presumptuotiB  tob«  thought 

Yet  God  hath  wrought  things  as  incredible 
For  his  people  of  old ;  what  hinders  now  ? 


Yet  hope  would  fain  subscribe,  and  tempts  belief. 
A  little  Etay  will  bring  some  notice  hither. 

Of  good  or  bad  so  great,  of  bad  the  sooner ,° 
For  e™  news  ridea  post,  while  good  news  baiij 
And  to  our  wish  I  see  one  hither  speeding, 
An  Hebrew,  as  I  guess,  and  of  our  tribe 


Oh,  whither  ahall  I  run,  or  which  way  fiy 
The  eight  of  this  so  honid  spectacle, 
Which  erst  my  eyes  beheld  and  yet  behold  ? 

^  Distribnting  hii  gifts  and  portioQH  among  his  enemii 
'  Callon  would  asaign  the  words.  "  of  bad  the  Booner ; 
rides  poat,  vhila  good  newa  haita  "-—to  Manoah,  and  the  t 


For  dire  imBgioation  still  pursues  me. 
But  providence  or  instiiict  of  nature  seems, 
Or  reason  thoi^h  disturbed,  and  scarce  consulted. 
To  have  guided  me  aright,  I  know  not  how. 
To  thee  Qrat,  reverAid  Manoah,  and  to  theae 
My  counbTnien,  whom  here  1  knew  remaining 
As  at  some  distance  &om  the  place  of  horror. 
Bo  in  the  sad  everLt  too  much  conoemed, 

HAMOAH. 

The  accident  was  loud,  and  here  before  thee 
With  rueful  crj,  yet  what  it  was  we  hear  not; 
No  preface  needs,*  thou  eeest  we  long  to  know. 

HEBSENGBB. 

It  would  burst  forth,  but  I  rcoover  breatfi 
And  sense  distract,  to  know  well  what  I  utter. 

Tell  us  the  Bum ;  the  circumstance  defer. 


Sad,  but  thou  knoVst  to  Israelitee  not  saddest. 
The  desolation  of  a  hostile  city. 

MEBBBXQBR. 

Feed  on  that  first :  there  may  in  grief  be  surfeit 

lUNOAH. 

Relate  by  whom? 


By  8 

That  still  le 
The  sorrow,  and  couTerts  it  nigh  to  joj. 


Ah  t  Manosb,  I  refrain  too  suddenly 
To  utter  what  will  come  at  last  too  eoon ; 
Lest  evil  tidings  with  ij>o  rude  irruption 
Hittii^  thy  aged  ear  should  pierce  too  deep. 

MAN 0 AH. 

ews  is  torture ;  speak  them  ou 


Take  then  the  worst  in  brief;  Samson  is  dead! 
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To  free  him  hence  1  but  death,  who  sets  all  &e6. 
Hath  paid  his  ransom  now  and  full  dlscha^e. 
"What  windy  joy  this  day  had  I  conceived, 
Hopeful  of  his  delivery,  which  now  proves 
Abortive  as  the  firstrborn  bloom  of  spring' 
Nipped  with  the  lagging  rear  of  winter's  frost! 
Yet  ere  I  give  the  reins  to  grief,  say  first. 
How  died  he  ?  death  to  life  is  crown  or  shame. 
All  hy  him  fell,  thou  say'st ;  by  whom  fell  he  ? 
What  ^oiioua  hand  gave  Samson  his  death's  wousd  f ' 


Unwounded  of  his  enemies  be  fell. 

Wearied  with  slaughter  then,  or  how?  explain. 

MBS 

By  his  own  hands. 


Inevitable  cause 
At  once  ho'Ai  to  destioy  and  be  destroyed : 
The  edifice,  where  all  were  met  to  see  him, 
Upon  their  beais  and  on  his  own  ha  pulled 

O  lastly  over-strong  against  thjsdf  I 
A  dreadful  way  thou  looK'st  to  thy  revenge. 
More  than  enough  we  know ;  but  while  things  yet 
Are  in  confusion,  give  us,  if  thou  canst, 
Eye-witness  of  what  first  or  last  was  done, 
Belation  more  particular  and  distinct 


is  c'hr. 
And  as  the  gates  I  e— — ^  -'"•  —  ™ 

■  WBrbaitnn  bu  noticed  tb«  jnulstiDn  of  SlukBpe*ra,  Heuri'  VIIL, 

"This  iB  the  state  of  muii  M-da;  ha  pnta  ferth 
The  lender  le«ve«  of  hope,  to-morrow  bloSBoms, 
And  besTB  bit  blDshing  nonoois  thick  upon  him  : 
The  third  dBj  cornea  a  frost,  a  billing  frost ; 
And  when  he  thlnke.  good  eaaj  man,  foil  Biirel}' 
His  greataeBB  is  >  ripening,  oipB  his  root ; 
And  Ibeti  be  fklU,  u  1  do." 

I.  ioogic 


The  morning  trumpets  festival  proclaimed 

Tlirough  each  high  Etreet:  Uttle  I  had  despatched. 

When  all  abroad  was  rumoured  that  this  day 

Samson  should  be  brought  forth,  to  show  the  peopla 

Troof  of  Ms  mighty  strength  in  feata  and  games; 

I  sorrowed  at  his  captive  state,  but  minded 

Mot  to  he  absent  at  that  apeetaicle. 

The  building  was  a  spacious  theatre. 

Half  round,  on  two  main  pillars  vaulted  high, 

With  seats  where  all  the  lords  and  each  degree 

Of  Bort,  might  sit  in  order  to  behold ; 

The  other  side  was  open,  where  the  tJirong 

On  hanks  and  scaffolds  under  sky  might  stand ; 

I  among  these  aloof  obscurely  stood. 

The  feast  and  noon  grew  high,  and  sacrifice 

Had  filled  their  hearts  with  mirth,  high  cheer,  and  wi^ 

When  to  their  sports  they  turned.    Immediately 

Was  Samson  as  a  public  servant  brought, 

In  their  state  livery  clad ;  before  him  pipes 

And  timbrels ;  on  each  side  went  armid  guards. 

Both  horse  and  foot ;  before  him  and  behind, 

Archers  and  slingers,  cataphraets'  and  spears. 

At  sight  of  him  the  people  with  a  shout 

Bi^d  the  air,  clamouring  their  god  with  praise, 

Who  had  made  their  dreadfiil  enemy  their  Ihral!. 

He,  patient  but  undaunted,  where  tney  led  him. 

Came  to  the  place,  and  what  was  set  before  him. 

Which  without  help  of  eye  might  be  assayed. 

To  heave,  pull,  draw,  or  break,  he  still  performed 

All  with  incredible,  stupendous  force. 

None  daring  to  appear  antagonist. 

At  length  for  intermission  sake  they  led  him 

Between  the  pillars ;  he  his  guide  requested 

£ir  ao  &om  such  as  nearer  stood  we  heard)t 
overtired,  to  let  him  lean  awhile 
With  both  his  arms  on  those  two  massy  pillara. 
That  to  the  arched  roof  gave  main  support 
He,  unsuspicious,  led  him ;  which  when  Samson 
Felt  in  his  arms,  with  head  awhile  inclined, 
And  eyes  fast  fixed,  he  stood,  as  one  who  prayed. 
Or  some  great  matter  in  his  mind  revolved : 
At  last,  with  head  erect,  thus  cried  aloud  : 

'  Men  or  hoisea  fnllj  equipped 
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"  Hitherto,  lords,  what  yout  commands  imposed 

I  have  perfoi-med,  aa  reason  was,  obeying, 

Not  without  wonder  or  delight  beheld: 

Now,  of  my  own  accord,  such  other  trial 

I  mean  to  show  jou  of  my  strength,  yet  greater , 

As  with  amaze  shall  Htriko  all  who  behold." 

This  uttered,  straining  all  his  nerves  he  bowed. 

As  vrith  the  force  of  winds  and  waters  pent, 

When  mountains  tremble,  those  two  massy  pillarb 

With  horrible  ccnvulaion  to  and  fro 

He  tugged,  he  shook,  till  down  they  came  and  drew 

The  whole  roof  after  them,  with  burst  of  thunder. 

Upon  the  heads  of  all  who  eat  beneath, 

T»rds,  ladies,  cafitains,  coimsellors,  or  priests, 

Their  choice  nobUitj  and  flower,  not  only 

Of  this  but  each  Philistian  ci^  round 

Met  from  all  parts  to  solemnize  this  feast 

Samson,  with  these  immixed,  ineritably 

Pulled  down  the  same  destruction  on  himself; 

The  Tulgar  only  scaped  who  stood  withouL 

Oh,  dearly  bought  revenge,  yet  glorious! 
Living  or  dying  diou  haat  fulfil  led 
The  work  for  which  thou  wast  foretold 
To  Israel,  and  now  liest  victorious 
Among  thy  slain,  self-killed. 
Not  willLugly,  but  tangled  in  the  fold 
Of  dire  necesdtr,  whose  law  in  death  conjoined 
Thee  with  thy  ^aughtered  foes  in  number  more 
Than  all  thy  life  had  slain  before.' 

BBMIOHOBUS. 

While  their  hearts  were  jocund  and  sublime, 
Drunk  with  idolatir,  drunk  with  wine. 
And  fat  regorged  of  bulls  and  g]oata, 
Chanting  their  idol,  and  preferring 
Before  our  living  Dread  who  dwelt 
In  Site,  his  bri^t  sanctuary; 
Among  them  he  a  spirit  of  frenzy  sent. 
Who  hurt  their  minds. 
And  urwed  them  on  with  mad  desire 
To  call  m  haste  for  their  destroyer; 
They,  only  set  on  sport  and  play, 

*  Judges  ivi.  SO. 
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Cnweedngly  importimed 

Their  own  deatniction  to  come  speedy  upon 

So  fond  are  mortal  men, 

Fallen  into  wrath  divine, 

'As  their  own  ruin  on  themselres  to  iuTite, 

Insensate  le^  or  to  sense  reprobate, 

And  with  blindness  internal  struck, 


But  he,  though  blind  of  sight. 

Despised  and  tlioa^ht  extinguished  quite. 

With  inward  eyes  illuminated. 

His  fiery  virtue  roused 

Fi'om  under  aahes  into  sudden  flame; 

And  as  an  evening  dragon  came, 

Assailant  on  the  perched  roosts. 

And  ne3t3  in  order  ranged 

Of  tame  villatic  fowl ; '  but  as  an  eagle 

His  cloudless  thunder  bolted  on  their  heada. 

So  virtue  given  for  lost, 

Depressed,  and  overthrown,  as  seemed. 

Like  that  self-begotten  bird. 

In  the  Arabian  woods  imbost,' 

That  no  second  knows  nor  third. 

And  lay  erewhile  a  holocaust. 

From  out  her  ashy  womb  now  teemed, 

RsTives,  reflouriahes,  then  vigorous  most 

When  most  unactive  deemed, 

And  though  her  body  die,  her  fame  survives, 

A  secular  bird,  ages  of  lives- 
Come,  come !  no  time  for  lamentation  now ; 

Nor  much  more  cause ;  Samson  hath  quit  himself 

Like  Samson,  and  heroically  hath  flni^ed 

A  life  heroic,  on  his  enemies 

Fully  revenged,  hath  left  them  years  of  mourning 

And  lamentation  to  the  sons  of  Caphtor* 

Throi^h  all  Philislian  bounds;  lo  Israel 

Honour  hath  le^  and  freedom,  let  but  thent 

'  B'.m-door,  fano-hon36  fbwla* 

'  Concealed,  earned.    Jnhnson  is  Terr  shnrp  npon  onr  anUior  for 
Ihe  incongraity  of  ttis  Blluaton  to   Um    Phoenix.     S«a  Bunbler, 
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And  which  ia  best  ftnd  happiest  yet,  all  this 
"With  God  not  parted  from  him,  as  was  feared, 
But  favouring  and  assisting  to  the  end. 
Nothing  is  here  for  tears,  nothing  to  wail 
Or  knocli  the  hreast ;  no  weakness,  no  contempt. 


JO  find  t&e  body  where  it  lies 
Soaked  in  his  enemies'  blood ;  and  from  the  stream, 
With  layers  pure,  and  cleansing  herbs,  wash  off 
The  clotted  gore.    I  with  what  speed  the  whUe 
(Oaza  is  not  in  plight  to  say  us  nav) 
Will  send  for  all  mj  kindred,'  all  my  friends. 
To  fetch  him  hence,  and  solemnly  attend 
With  silent  ohsequy  and  funeral  train 
Home  to  his  father's  house :  there  will  I  build  )iim 
A  monument,,  and  plant  it  round  with  shade 
Of  laurel  ever  green,  and  branching  palm. 
With  all  his  trophies  hung,  and  acts  enrolled 
In  copious  legend,  or  sweet  lyric  song. 
Thither  shall  all  the  valiant  youth  resort, 
And  from  bia  memory  in&ame  their  breasts 
To  matchless  valour,  and  adventui'es  high; 
The  vii^ins  also  shall,  on  feastful  days. 
Visit  his  tomb  with  dowersi  only  bewailing 
His  lot  unfortimate  in  nuptial  choice. 
From  whence  captivity  and  loss  of  eyes. 

All  is  best,  though  we  oft  doubt. 
What  the  unsearchable  dispose 
Of  highest  wisdom  brini:;s  about. 
And  ever  best  found  in  the  close. 
Oft  he  Beems  to  hide  his  face. 
But  imespectedlv  returns, 
And  to  his  faithml  champion  hath  in  jilace 
Bore  witness  gloriously ;  whence  Ouza  nioiiriis, 
And  all  that  band  them  to  resist 
'    His  uncontrollable  intent ; 

His  servants  he,  with  new  acquist' 
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Of  true  eiperienoe  from  tfaig  great  event, 
With  peace  and  consolation  hath  dismisaed. 
And  calm  of  mind  all  psaaioD  spent.' 


-"Wlule  S .....      . 

&theT  retnmi  with  hopes  of  Inoceas  in  his  acdicitaLion ;  upon  wludi 
ha  contera  with  the  choru  till  their  diHlogue  is  lDt«niipt«d,  first  hj  > 
shout,  iLDd  »ft«rwArds  by  Hcreems  of  hotror  and  ftganj-  Aa  they  Blaad 
delibermting  where  the;  ehsll  be  secure,  a  mui  who  had  been  present 
U  thfl  »boiir  enlera,  uid  roLileB  how  Samson,  haying  prerailed  oh  his 
^nide  Id  ■ofTer  him  to  lean  bgainat  the  main  pillfus  i^  the  tbeatricai 
edifice,  tore  down  the  roof  upon  the  spectators  and  himaelf  This  i* 
undouhtfdlj  a  joat  and  regnlaj  cataatropbe,  and  the  poem  thereforfl 
has  a  beginning  and  aa  end  which  Aristotle  himaelf  coold  not  have 
diaapproved;  but  it  mnat  be  allowed  to  want  a  middle,  ainoe  nothing 
|HUses  betwaea  the  Giat  act  and  the  laat,  that  either  hastens  or  delays 
the  death  of  Samson.  The  whole  drama,  if  ita  etiperfluitiea  were  cut 
off.  would  scarcely  fill  a  single  ant ;  jet  this  is  the  traged;,  whioh 
ignoraoce  baa  admired,  and  bigoti?  applauded." — Bamblir,  Ho,  ISO. 
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^«w  mt  SAtral  ©aasimts. 


"  Baccore  ftoatem 
tX  jnalA  Ungnb  futoro. 

TiBaiL,  Eelog.  T. 


ANNO    JITATIS   XVir. 

On  TSB  DeITH  of  1  lAIR  iMfAMT'   DIIHO   Or  1  ConCH. 

O  fairest  flower !  no  sooner  blown  but  blaated, 
Soft  silken  primrose  fading  timelessly, 
Summer'a  chief  honour,  if  thouhadat  out-lasted 
Bleak  Winter's  force  that  made  tby  blossom  dry; 
For  he  being  amorous  on  that  lovely  dye 

That  did  thy  cheek  envermeil,  thought  to  kiss. 
But  killed,  alaa  I  and  then  bewailed  hi9  fatul  bliss. 

For  eiuce  ^m  Aquilo,  his  charioteer, 
3y  boisterous  rape  the  Athenian  damsel'  got, 
He  thought  it  touched  hie  deity  full  near, 
If  likewise  he  some  fair  one  wedded  not, 
Thereby  to  wipe  away  the  infamous  blot 

Of  long-uncoupled  bed,  and  childless  eld,* 
Which  'mongat  the  wanton  gods  a  foul  reproach  was  held. 

So  monntiug  up  in  icy-pearled  car. 
Through  middle  empire  of  the  freezing  air 
He  wandered  long,  till  thee  he  spied  from  iar; 

'  Ths  danghter,  and  probsbly  the  first  cUld,  of  the  poat'a  aster. 

*Oiithju,  danghter  of  Ereclhens,  king  of  Athens,  was  drowned 
while  noudng  tbe  niasiiB  in  a  high  wind ;  hanca  ths  (able  that  sht 
was  earned  off  bj  Boreaa  or  Aquilo.  ■  Old  iga. 
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There  ended  was  hia  quest,  there  ceased  his  care. 
Down  be  descended  from  Ms  snow-sofC  chair, 

But  all  unwarea  with  his  cold-kind  embrace 
Unhoused  lb;  virgin  aoul  from  her  fair  biding  place.> 

Yet  art  thou  not  inglorious  in  thy  fate ; 
For  so  Apollo,  with  unwectiag  hand, 
Whilome  did  slay'  hie  dearlj-lOTed  mate, 
Young  Hyacinth,  bom  on  Eurotas'  strand. 
Young  Hyacinth,  the  pride  of  Spartan  land ; 

But  then  trausforiaed  him  to  a  purple  flower : 
Alack  I  that  90  to  change  thee  Winter  had  no  power. 

Yet  can  I  not  persuade  me  thou  art  dead. 
Or  that  thy  corse  corrupts  in  earth's  dark  womb. 
Or  that  thy  beauties  lie  in  wonnj  bed. 
Hid  from  the  world  in  a  low-delved  tomb ; 
Could  Heaven  for  pity  thee  so  stiiotly  doom  ? 
Oh,  no !  for  something  in  thy  face  did  shice 
Above  mortality,  that  showed  thou  west  divine. 

Besolve  me  then,  0  soul  a 
(I!  so  it  be  that  thou  these  , 
Tell  me,  bright  spirit,  where'er  thou  hoverest. 
Whether  above  that  high  first-moving  sphere, 
Or  in  the  Eljsian  fields  (if  such  there  were) ; 
Oh,  say  me  true,  if  thou  wert  moital  wiffht. 
And  why  from  ns  so  quickly  thou  didst  tate  thy  flight? 

Wert  thou  some  star  which  from  the  ruined  roof 
Of  ^aked  Olympus  by  mischance  didst*  Ml; 
Which  carefulJove  in  nature's  true  behoof 
Took  up,  and  in  fit  place  did  reinstal  ? 
Or  did  of  late  earth's  sons  besiege  the  wall 

Of  sheeny  Heaven,  and  thou  some  goddess  fled 
Amongst  us  here  below  to  hide  thy  nectared*  head? 


'  The  l^end  of  the  ErI  Eing  nill  probiblj  imggiat  itwif  to  n 
imders  as  b  puiUel  to  this  giofleful  fiction  of  Milton's. 
»  WiilB  plaring  «t  qaoiu.  '  Sstber,  "*<f  ML" 

'  NeoUred  "  here  eeema  eqiuTiilflnt  to  "-diviDs." 
*  Astnu,  the  goddess  of  justice. 
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And  cam'st  again  to  visit  ua  once  more  ? 
Or  wert  thou  that  sweet  smiliDg  youth?' 
Or  that  crowned  mulron  sa^e,  white-rohed  Truth? 

Or  any  ol 
I^t  down  ii 

Or  wert  thou  of  the  golden-winged  host, 
Who,  having  clad  thyself  in  human  weed, 
To  earth  from  thy  prefixed  seat  didst  post, 
And  after  short  abode  fly  hack  with  speed. 
Ab  if  to  show  what  creatures  Heaven  doth  breed. 

Thereby  to  set  the  hearts  of  men  on  Are, 
To  scorn  the  sordid  world,  and  untfl  Heaven  aspire 

But  oh !  why  didst  thou  not  stay  here  below 
To  bless  us  with  thy  Heaven-loved  innocence. 
To  slake  his  wrath  whom  sin  hath  made  our  foe. 
To  turn  swiftruahjng  black  perdition  hence, 
Or  driTe  away  the  slaughtering  pestilen  —  * 


Then  thcu,  the  mother  of  so  sweet  a  child. 
Her  false  iraagiQed  loss  cease  to  lament. 
And  wisely  learn  to  curb  thy  sorrows  wild; 
Think  what  a  present  thou  to  God  hast  sent. 
And  render  him  with  patience  what  he  lent ; 
This  if  thou  do,  he  will  on  offspring  give. 
That  till  the  world's  lost  end  shall  moke  thy  ni 


ANKO  ^TATIS  XIX 

[At  ■  TBCBtion  eierciBe  in  ILe  College,  port  LUio,  part  English. 
The  Latin  epeecbea  ended,  the  Eiiglieb  Uiiib  begui.] 

Hail,  native  language !  that  by  sinews  weak 
Didst  more  my  first  endeavouring  tongue  to  speak, 

I  Two  Bjllablea  sre  wsnting  to  (^omplele  IhiB  line.    It  is  probable 

.  tbal "  Uerc  J  "  is  tbe  soMlh  implied,  and  that  -we  ahontd  I'ead. 

■'  Or  wert  Ihon  Mercy,  that,"  *c. 

Jortin  proposes  "  Hebe." 

,    1  About  (he  time  nhen  this  poem  wse  mittea  (■'.  t.  162J}>  a  great 

"pligoe  raged  inLoadon.  Milton  vaaatlhistimaonljinhislTlhyeu'. 


And  mad'st  imperfect  words  with  childish  trips, 

Half  impronouneed,  slide  through  my  infant  lips. 

Driving  dumh  silence  from  the  portal  door, 

Where  be  httd  mutelj  sat  two  years  befora ; 

Here  I  salute  thee,  and  thy  ptudon  ask. 

That  now  I  use  thee  ia  my  latter  task : 

Small  loss  it  is  that  theuce  ran  come  unto  thee, 

I  know  IDT  tongue  but  little  graoe  can  do  diee : 

Thou  ueea'st  not  he  ambitious  to  be  first. 

Believe  me  I  have  thither  packed  the  worst; 

And,  if  it  happen  as  I  did  forecast. 

The  daintiest  disheB  bIibII  be  served  up  last 

I  pray  thee  then  deny  me  not  thy  aid 

For  tnis  same  small  neglect  that  I  have  made; 

But  haste  thee  straight  to  do  me  once  a  pleasure. 

And  from  thy  wardrobe  bring  thy  chiefest  treasiur^ 

Not  those  new-fangled  toys  and  trimming  Eilight 

Which  takes  our  late  faulastice  with  delight. 

But  cull  those  richest  robes  and  gay'st  attire 

Which  deepest  spirits  and  choicest  wits  desu^: 

I  have  eome  naked  thoughts  that  rove  about. 

And  loudly  knock  to  have  their  passage  out ; 

And,  weary  of  their  plac«,  do  only  stay 

Till  thou  hast  decked  them  in  thy  best  array, 

That  so  they  ma^,  without  suspect  or  fears, 

Ily  swiftly  to  this  fair  assembly's  ears; 

Yet  I  had  rather,  if  I  were  to  choose, 

Thy  service  in  some  graver  subject  use,' 

Such  as  may  make  thee  search  thy  cofibrs  round. 

Before  thou  clothe  my  fancy  in  fit  sound: 

Such  where  th«  deep  transported  miud  may  soar 

Above  the  wheeling  poles,  and  at  Heaven's  door 

Look  in,  and  see  each  blissful  deity 

How  he  before  the  thunderous  throne  doth  lie. 

Listening  to  what  unshorn'  Apollo  sings 

To  Qie  touch  of  golden  wires,  while  Hebe  brings 

Immortal  nectar  to  her  kingly  sire; 

I  It  apiiBais,  bf  this  Bddreu  nf  Milton's  to  liis  niitive  luiguge,  that 
ftVMi  in  these  green  yeara  he  had  the  amhitien  to  think  oi  writing  an 
epic  poem ;  and  it  is  worth  the  curiooa  reader's  attention  to  ohaerrft 
bow  mnch  the  Paradise  Loat  correspaDda  in  its  cireumalauces  la  tha 
prophetio  wiah  he  now  iotmei.-~Thiier. 

»  An  epithet  peculiar  lo  Apollo  unoog  llie  poets.    Ct  Kniiar,  PjUi. 


Then  psBsii^  through  the  Bcenee  of  watchful  fire. 
And  misty  regiona  of  wide  air  nest  under, 
And  hills  of  snow  and  lofta  of  piled  thander, 
Mav  teli  at  length  how  green-eyed  Neptune  raves. 
In  HeBTen'a  defiance  muBtering  all  his  waves; 
Then  sing  of  secret  things  that  came  to  pass 
When  heldame  Nature  in  her  cradle  was ; 
And  last  of  kings  and  queens  and  heroes  old. 
Such  as  the  wise  Demodocus'  once  told 
In  solemn  songs  at  king  Alcinous'  feast 
While  sad  Uljssea'  aoul  and  all  the  rest 
Are  held  with  his  melodious  harmony 
Id  willing  chains  and  aweet  captiTitj. 
But  fie,  mj  vandering  muse,  how  thou  dost  stray  t 
Expectance  calls  thee  now  another  way ; 
Thou  know'st  it  must  be  now  thy  only  bent 
To  keep  in  compass  of  thy  predicament : 
Then  quick  about  tby  purposed  business  come. 
That  to  the  next  I  may  resign  my  room. 

[Then  Bnaii  represented  ss  bdieTofthe  1^di(]Bmeiit9<  bis  1«n 
wnu,  whereof  the  eldeat  Btood  for  SnbaUuce  vith  his  go&OIUj 
irhlcb  Ens,  thus  speakijig,  eipUiuB.] 

Good  luck  befriend  thee,  son ;  for  at  thy  birth 

The  fairy  ladies  danced  upon  the  hearth ; 

Thy  drowsy  nurse  hath  sworn  she  did  them  spy 

Come  tripping  to  the  room  where  then  didst  he. 

And,  sweetly  singing  round  about  thy  bed. 

Strew  all  their  blessings  on  thy  sleeping  head. 

She  heard  them  give  thee  t\is.  that  thou^houldat  (till 

From  eyes  of  mortals  walk  invisible : 

Yet  there  is  something  that  doth  force  my  feai, 

For  once  it  was  my  dismal  hap  to  hear 

A  sibyl  old,  bow-bent  with  crooked  age, 

That  far  events  full  wisely  could  presage, 

And  in  time's  long  and  dark  prospective  gloss 

Foresaw  what  future  days  should  bring  to  pass : 

Your  sou,  said  she  (nor  can  you  it  prevent), 

Shall  subject  be  to  many  an  accident. 

I  Alloding  to  the  eighth  book  of  (he  Odjssey. 

9  Or  oUegoriea.  If  the  reader  does  not  understand  metaphjaies, 
be  will  not  be  much  the  wieer  foi  auf  eiplaualiou  I  could  give  bim 
vitliiii  the  space  of  a  note. 


O'er  oil  his  brethren  he  shall  reign  as  kiug. 
Yeterer;  one  shall  tnske  him  underling. 
And  those  that  cannot  live  from  him  asunder 


Yet,  being  above  them,  he  shall  be  below  them : 

From  others  be  shall  stand  in  need  of  nolhlng, 

Yet  on  his  brothers  shall  depend  for  clothing. 

To  And  a  foe  it  shall  not  he  his  hap. 

And  peace  shall  lull  him  in  her  flowery  lap ; 

Yet  sliall  he  live  in  strife,  and  at  his  door 

Devouring  war  shall  never  cease  to  roar: 

Yea  it  sh^  be  his  natiual  property 

To  harbour  those  that  are  at  anmity. 

What  power,  what  force,  what  mighty  spell,  if  not 

Your  learned  hands,  can  loose  this  Q-ordian  knot? 


BiVERfl.  arise!'  whether  thou  be  the  son 
Of  utmost  Tweed,  or  Oose,  or  gulfy  Dun  ; 
Or  Trent,  who,  like  some  earth-bom  giant,  spreads 
His  thirty  arms  along  the  indented  meads; 
Or  sullen  Mole,  that  runneth  underneath ; 
Or  Severn  swift,  guilty  of  maidens'  death ; 
Or  rocky  Avon ;  or  oi'^sedgy  Lee ; 
Or  coaly  Tine;  or  ancient  hallowed  Dee; 
Or  Uumber  loud,  that  keeps  the  Scythian's  name , 
Or  Medwaj  smooth;  or  royal  towered  Thame. 
[The  rest  Has  prose.] 


Wherein  the  Son  of  Heaven's  eternal  £ing, 

<  In  inTakii^  these  riven,  Milton  bad  bis  ej«  particiilu'lj  apon  thai 
kdmirable  episode  in  Spenser  of  the  marrii^e  of  the  Tliaiues  and  the 
Medwaj,  whete  the  aeveral  rivers  «rB  iotrodacedin  houour  of  Ihe  cere- 
monj.— A'Biclon.  '  When  Millon  vta  twen^-uns  jesrs  ulJ. 


Of  wedded  maid,  and  vii^in  mother  bom, 
Our  great  redemjition  from  ahixve  did  bring; 
For  so  the  holy  sages  ouce  did  sing, 

That  he  our  deadly  forfeit  ehould  release, 
And  with  his  Father  work  us  a  perpetual  peace. 

That  gloripuB  form,  that  light  uusitffbrable, 
And  that  faj'-beammg  blaze  of  majesty 
Wherewitii  he  wont  at  Heaven's  mgh  counoil-table 
To  sit  the  midst  of  Trinal  Unity, 
He  laid  arade ;  and  here  with  us  to  be. 

Forsook  the  courts  of  everlasting  day. 
And  chose  with  us  a  darksome  house  of  mortal  clay. 

Say,  heavenly  muse,  shall  not  thy  sacred  vein 
Ailord  a  present  t^i  the  Infant  God  ? 
Hast  thou  no  verse,  no  hymn,  or  solemn  strain, 
To  welcome  him  to  this  his  new  abode, 
Nowwhile  the  Heaven,  by  the  sun's  team  untrod, 

Hath  took  no  print  of  the  approachii^  l^ht, 
And  all  the  spangled  host  keep  watch  in  squadrons  bright? 

IV. 

See  how  from  far  upon  the  eastern  road 
The  star-led  wizaids  haste  with  odours  sweet: 
Oh,  run,  prevent  them  with  thy  humble  ode. 
And  lay  it  lowly  at  his  blessed  feet; 
Have  thou  the  honour  first  thy  Lord  to  greet. 

And  join  thy  voice  unto  the  angel  quire. 
From  oat  his  secret  altar  touched  with  hallowed  fire.* 


It  waa  the  winter  wild, 
While  the  Heaven.hom  child 

All  meanly  wrapped  in  the  rude  manger  lies : 
Nature  in  awe  to  him 
Had  doffed  her  gaudy  trim. 

With  her  great  Master  so  to  sympathize : 
It  was  no  season  then  for  her 
To  wanton  with  the  sun,  her  lusty  paramour. 

'AlIndmgtolB.vi.6.T. 
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And  on  her  n 

Pollute  with  sinful  blnme, 

The  saintly  veil  of  maiden  white  to  thnn^ 
Confounded,  that  her  Maker's  eires 
Sboiild  look  Eo  near  upon  her  foul  deformidea 

But  he,  her  fears  to  cease. 
Sent  down  the  meek-eyed  Peace ; 

She,  crowned  with  olive  green,  came  soAlj  fOidin^ 
Down  through  the  turning  sphere 
His  ready  harbinger. 

With  turtle  wing  the  amorous  clouds  dividing. 
And  waving  wide  her  myrtle  wand. 
She  strikes  an  universal  peace'  through  sea  and  land. 

No  war,  or  battle's  sound, 

Was  heard  the  world  around : 

The  idle  spear  and  shield  were  high,  up  hni^; 

The  hooked  chariot  stood. 

Unstained  with  hostile  blood; 

The  trumpet  spake  not  tn  the  armed  throng, 
And  kings  sat  still  with  awful  eye. 
As  if  they  surely  knew  their  sovran  Lord  was  by. 

But  peaceful  was  the  night 
Wherein  the  Prince  of  Light 

His  i«ign  of  peace  upon  the  earth  began ; 
The  winds  with  wonder  whist' 
Smoolhly  the  waters  kissed, 

Whispering  new  joys  to  the  mild  ocean, 
Who  now  hath  qiute  forgot  to  rave. 
While  birds  of  calm  sit  brooding  on  the  elianned  wave 

The  stars  with  deep  amaze 
Stand  fixed  in  stedfaat  gaze. 

Bending  one  way  their  predous  infi.uence. 
And  will  not  take  their  flight. 
For  all  the  morning  liffht. 

Or  Lucifer  that  often  warned  them  tlienoe ; 

1 "  strikes  peace,"  a  Latinism,/»4«/<rirt  »  SilaDt 
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But  in  their  glimmering  orbs  did  glow, 

Until  their  Lord  bimself  bespak«,  and  bid  Ihem  go. 

And  though  the  shady  gloom 
Had  given  day  her  room, 

The  snn  himself  withheld  hia  wonted  speed. 
And  hid  his  head  for  ahame. 
As  his  inferior  flame 

The  new  enlightened  world  no  more  should  need ; 
H«  saw  a  greater  euu  appear 
IThau  his  bright  throne,  or  burning  axletree,  could  bear. 

The  shepherds  on  the  lawn. 
Or  e'er  Uie  point  of  dawn. 

Sat  simply  chatting  in  a  rustic  row ; 
Full  little  thought  they  then. 
That  the  mighty  Fan 

Was  kindly  come  to  live  with  them  below ; 
Perhaps  their  loves,  or  else  their  sheep, 
Was  &ii  that  did  their  ailly  thoughts  so  biiBj  keep. 

When  such  music  sweet 
Their  hearts  and  ears  did  greet, 

As  never  was  by  mortid  finger  strook. 
Divinely-warbled  voice 
Anewenng  the  strin^d  noise, 

As  all  tneii  souls  m  blissful  raplnre  took : 
The  air,  mich  pleasure  loth  to  lose, 
With  thousand  echoes  still  prolongs  each  heavenly  closo. 

Nature  that  heard  anch  sound, 
Beneath  the  hollow  round 

Of  Cynthia's  seat,  the  airy  region  thrilling,' 
Now  was  almost  wan 
To  think  her  part  was  done. 

And  that  her  reign  had  here  its  last  fulfilling ; 
Ehe  knew  such  harmony  alone 
Could  hold  all  heaven  and  earth  in  happier  union. 

At  last  surrounds  their  dght 
A  ^obe  of  circular  Ught, 

That  with  long  beams  the  shame-fiiced  night  arrayed. 
The  helm^  cherubim, 

'  Kercing. 
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And  Bworded  seraphim, 

Are  seea  in  glittering  raiikg  with  wings  displayed, 
Harpii^  in  loud  and  Bolemn  quire, 
With  uuexpressive  notes  to  Heaven's  new-born  Heii. 

Such  music  (as  'tis  said) 
Before  was  never  made. 

But  whea  of  old  the  sons  of  moming  sung,' 
While  the  Creator  great 
Hia  constellations  set, 

And  the  well-balanced  world  on  hinges  hung. 
And  cast  the  dark  foundations  deep, 
And  bid  the  weltering  waves  their  oozy  channel  keep. 

Eing  out,  ye  crystal  spheres, 
Once  bless  our  human  ears 

(If  ye  have  power  to  touch  our  aeuBes  Bo), 
And  let  your  silver  ohune 
Move  in  melodious  time, 

And  let  the  base  of  Heaven's  deep  organ  hlovt 
And  with  your  ninefold  harmony 
Make  up  lull  consort  to  the  angelic  symphoay. 

wv. 
For  if  such  holy  song 
Enwrap  our  fancy  loi^, 

Time  will  ran  back,  and  fetch  the  age  of  gold, 
And  speckled  Vanity 
Will  sicken  soon  and  die. 

And  leprous  Sin  will  melt  from  earthly  mould, 
And  Hell  itself  will  pass  away. 
And  leave  her  dolorous  mansions  to  the  peering  day. 

Tea,  Truth  and  Justice  then 
WUl  down  return  to  men, 

Orbed  in  a  rainbow;  and  like  glories  wearing* 
Mercy  will  sit  between, 
Tlironed  in  celestial  sheen. 

With  radiant  feet  the  tidied  clouds  down  steering, 
And  Heaven,  as  at  some  festival, 
WiU  open  wide  the  gates  of  her  h^h  palace  haU. 

'  .Toll  TTTvUi.  T. 

'  Tills  is  the  salhor'a  own  coirecCion.  He  lud  Dii^allj  irritteik~ 
"Tba  eniimelled  bitds  of  the  ninbinmeBriDg; 
And  Ueic;  sit  between,"  ^c. 


But  wisest  Fate  says  no, 
This  miist  not  jetoe  ao, 

The  babe  lies  yet  in  smiling  infancy, 
That  on  the  bitter  cross 
Must  redeem  our  loss; 

So  both  himself  and  us  to  glorify : 
Yet  first  to  those  ychained  in  sleep, 
The  wakeful  trump  of  doom  muEt  thunder  through  the  deep. 

With  such  a  horrid  clang 
As  on  Mount  Sinai  rang. 

While  the  red  fire  and  smouldering  clouds  out  brake ; 
The  aged  earth  aghast. 
With  terror  of  that  hiaat. 

Shall  from  the  surface  to  the  centra  shake ; 
When  at  the  world's  last  session. 
The  dreadful  Judge  in  middle  air  shall  spread  his  throika. 

KVIIL 

And  then  at  last  our  hliss 
Full  and  perfect  is. 

But  now  begins;  for,  from  this  happy  day. 
The  old  dragon,  imderground 
In  straiter  limits  hound, 

Not  half  fO  far  casts  his  usurped  sway, 
And  wroth  to  see  his  kingdom  fail, 
Swinges  the  scaly  horror  of  his  folded  talL 

MX. 

The  oracles  are  dumb," 
No  voice  or  hideous  hum 

Auns  through  the  archid  roof  in  words  deceiving. 
Apollo  from  hia  shrine 
Can  no  more  divine. 

With  hollow  shriek  the  steep  of  Delphos  leaving. 
No  nightly  trance,  or  breathed  spell, 
Inspires  the  pale-eyed  priest  from  the  prophetic  cell. 

The  lonely  mountains  o'er, 
And  (he  resounding  shore, 

A  voice  of  weeping  heard'  and  loud  lament; 

'  Allading  to  the  belief  enterttuaed  by  manj  of  Iha  FbUiais,  that  (ba 
ornchtL  teased  at  tl>-  coming  of  Christ, 

-  AUuJing  b>  an  ^IFeelive  Btory  tolrl  by  Flulueh  {de  defeelu  rnvad-, 
<nin>),  iliHta  Toiite  hulbe«D  heuid.piaclaiiuiiig  thaC'Tha  GtBal  Fan 
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From  hannted  Bpriog,  and  dale 
Ed^d  with  poplar  pale, 


he  panjng  genius  iH  with  fdghing  sent; 
With  aowei-iuworen  tresses  torn 
The  nfmphB  in  twilight  shade  of  tangled  Ihicltets  monm. 

In  canseeraled  earth, 
And  on  the  holy  hearth. 

The  Lars'  and  Lemurea'  moan  with  midnight  plaixit: 
In  urns,  and  altars  round, 
A  drear  and  dying  Bound 

Affrights  the  Flamens  at  their  serrice  qufunt ; 
And  the  chill  marble  seems  to  sweat. 
While  each  peculiar  power  foregoes  hia  wonted  Biat. 

Feor  and  Baalim 

Forsake  their  temples  dim, 

With  that  twice  battered  god  of  Palestine* ; 
And  mooned  Ashtaroth, 
Heaven's  queen  and  mother  both. 

Now  sits  not  girt  with  tapers'  holy  shine ; 
The  Lybio  Hammon  shrinks  his  horn, 
In  vain  the  Tyrian  maids  their  wounded  Xhammnzmo'iiTT). 

And  sullen  Moloch  fled, 
Hath  lert  in  shadows  dread 

His  burning  idol  all  of  blackest  hue  ; 
In  vain  with  cymbals'  ring 
They  call  the  grisly  king, 

In  dismal  dance  about  the  furnace  hlue ; 
The  brutish  gods  of  Nile  as  fast, 
Isis,  and  Orus,  and  tha  dog  Anubis,  haste. 

Nor  is  Osiris  seen 

In  Mempbian  grove  or  green. 

Trampling  the  unshowered  grass  with  lowings  loud : 
Nor  can  he  be  at  rest 
■Within  his  sacred  chest, 

Nought  but  profoundest  hell  can  be  his  shroud; 

•  Htmsehold  gods, 

>  Nigbt  spirits,  ghoMs. 

*  Dillon.  See  Jadges  xvi.,  and  ISAm.r, 
■kIb  nunlioned  in  Ihe  following  lines  hu 
Qie  notes  on  Che  fim  book  of  Fuadiu  Lost 


FOEUE  OH   KBTEBAL 


Be  feela  from  Juda's  lajid 
The  dreaded  infant's  hand. 

The  taya  of  Bethlehem  blind  his  dusky  eyn ; 
Nor  all  the  gods  beside, 
Longer  dare  abide, 

Not  Typbon  huge  ending  in  snalcy  twine : 
Our  Babe  to  fihow  his  Godhead  true. 
Can  in  his  swaddling  bands  control  the  damned  crew 

So  when  the  sun  in  bed, 
Curtained  with  cloudy  red. 

Pillows  his  chin  upon  an  orient  wave. 
The  flocking  shadows  pale 
Troop  to  the  infernal  jai], 

Each  fettered  ghost  slips  to  his  sereral  grave, 
And  the  yellow-skirted  fays 
Fly  after  the  nigbt^teeds,  leaving  their  moon-loved  ma 

But  see  the  viivin  blest 
Hath  laid  her  Babe  to  rest, 

Time  is  our  tedious  song  should  here  have  ending ' 
Heaven's  youngest  teemM  star 
Hath  fixed  her  polished  car. 

Her  sleeping  Lord  with  handmaid  lamp  attending: 
And  all  about  the  courtly  stable 
3iight-hames8ed'  angels  ait  in  order  serviceable. 


THE  PASSION.* 

I. 
Erewbixjc  of  musiG,  and  ethereal  mirth, 
Wherewith  the  stage  of  air  and  earth  did  ring, 
And  joyous  news  of  heavenly  Infant's  birth, 
My  muse  with  angels  did  divide  to  dng ; 
But  headlot^  joy  is  ever  on  the  wing, 

1  Eqaipped. 
3  It^peanfl 
■IUt,  wd  pmbsblj  wi 
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Is  winter  eolstioe  like  the  Bhortened  light. 
Soon  Enr&lloned  up  is  tUrb  and  long  oabJinng  night 

For  now  to  sorrow  muat  I  tune  my  song. 
And  set  my  ban>  to  notes  of  saddest  woe, 
Which  OB  onr  deareet  Lord  did  seize  ere  loi^, 
Dangers,  and  snares,  and  wrongs,  and  worse  than  eo, 
Whioh  he  for  us  did  freely  undergo : 

Most  perfect  Hero,  tried  in  he&Tiegt  plight 
Of  labours  huge  and  hard,  too  hard  for  human  wight! 

He,  soTron  Priest  stooping  his  regal  head. 
That  dropped  with  odorous  oil  down  his  fiur  e  jes, 
Poor  fleshly  ubemacle  entered, 
His  starry  front  low-roofed  beneath  the  skies : 
Oh,  what  a  mask  was  there,  what  a  disguise  I 

Tet  more ;  the  stroke  of  death  he  must  abide. 
Then  lies  him  meekly  down  fast  by  his  biethnai's  side 

These  latest  scenes  con 

To  this  horizon  is  my  Phcebus  bount 

His  godlike  acts,  and  his  temptations  fierce, 

And  former  sufferings  other  where  are  found ; 

Loud  o'er  the  rest  Cremona's  trump '  doth  sound ; 

Me  Eofrer  airs  befit,  and  softer  strings 
Of  lute,  or  Tiol  still,  more  apt  for  mournful  things. 

Befnend  me  night,  best  patroness  of  grief, 

Over  the  pole  tity  thickest  mantle  throw. 

And  work  my  flattered  fancy  to  behef. 

That  Heaven  and  Earth  are  coloured  with  my  woe ; 

Mysorrows  are  too  dark  for  day  to  know : 

The  leaTee  should  all  be  black  whereon  I  write, 
And  letters,  where  my  tears  ha™  washed,  a  wannish  white 

See,  see  the  chariot,  and  those  rushing  wheels, 
That  whirled  the  prophet  up  at  Chebar'  flood, 
My  spirit  some  tran^oiiing  oherub  feels. 
To  bear  me  where  the  towers  of  Salem  stood. 
Once  glorious  towers,  now  sunk  in  guiltless  blood : 

>  f.  I.  the  •goettj  ot  Hieroajmns  Tida,  of  Cmnoiu,  who  mote  a 
"  Christiad." 

^  Aa  Eteldel  bav  the  nsiim  of  the  four  wheal*  and  el  the  Awr  nt 
Uod  at  the  liter  Cbebai. 


ivil^Ti 


There  doth  my  Boul  in  holy  Tisimi  Bit 
In  pensile  tr&noe,  and  anguish,  md  ecBtatio  fit 

Mine  eye  hath  found  that  sad  sepulchral  rock 
That  was  the  casket  of  Heaven's  richest  store, 
And  here  though  grief  my  feeble  hands  up  loek. 
Yet  on  the  softened  quairy  would  I  score 
Ut  plaining  verse  as  lively  as  before ; 

For  sure  so  well  instructed  are  my  tears, 
That  they  would  fitly  fall  in  ordered  cb&ractera. 

Or  should  I  thence,  hurried  on  viewless  wing. 
Take  up  a  weeping  on  the  mountains  wild, 
The  gentle  neighbourhood  of  grove  and  spring 
'Would  soon  unbosom  all  their  echoes  mild, 
And  I  {for  grief  is  easfly  beguiled) 

Might  think  the  infection  of  my  sorrows  loud 
Had  got  a  race  of  mournera  on  some  pregnant  cloud. 

[TblB  subject  the  Buthor  finding  1«  be  abore  the  jatm  he  bftd, 
when  he  imt«  it,  ind  notliing  Mtiified  ntli  «)ut  ww  begun, 
left  it —"-'-"-^^ 


Fly,  en-vioua  Time,  till  thou  run  out  thy  race ; 
Call  on  the  lazy  leaden-stepping  hours. 
Whose  speed  is  but  the  heavy  plummet's  pace ; 
And  glut  thyself  with  what  uiy  womb  devours, 
Whicti  is  no  more  than  what  is  false  and  vain. 
And  merely  mortal  dross ; 
So  httle  is  our  loss, 
-  So  litde  is  thy  gain. 

For  when  as  each  thing  bad  thou  hast  entombed. 
And  last  of  all  thy  greedy  self  consumed, 
Then  long  eternity  shall  greet  our  bliss 
With  an  individual  kiss; 
And  joy  shall  overtake  us  es  a  P""d, 
When  every  thing  that  is  sincerely  good 
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Asd  perfeody  diTine, 

With  truth,  and  peace,  and  love,  Bhall  ever  Bhise 
About  the  8«preme  throne 
Of  him,  to  wfaoaa  happT-making  sight'  alone 
WhCD  once  our  heavenly-guided  bouI  ahaU  climb. 
Then  all  thia  earthy  grossness  quit. 
Attired  with  BtBJB,  we  shall  for  ever  ait, 
Xiiumphing  over  Death,  and  Chajice,  &nd  thee,  O  Hme 


OPON  THE    CIBCCMCiaiON. 

Ti  H'wing  powers,  and  win^  warriors  bright. 
That  erst  with  mu^c,  and  triumphant  song. 
First  heard  by  happy  watchful  uiepherds'  ear. 
So  sweetly  sung  your  joy  the  clouds  along 
Through  the  soft  Eilence  of  the  lieteiuDg  nigfat. 
Now  mourn ;  and  if  sad  share  with  us  to  beiir 
Tour  fiery  essence  can  distil  no  tear, 
Bum  in  your  sighs,  and  borrow 
Seas  wept  from  our  deep  sorrow : 
He  who  with  all  Heaven's  heraldry  whilere 
Entered  the  world,  now  bleeds  to  give  us  ease; 
Alaa !  how  soon  our  sin 
Sore  doth  begin 

His  infancy  to  seize  I 

0  more  exceeding  love,  or  law  more  just? 

Just  law,  indeed,  but  moi«  exceeding  love  t 

For  we  by  rightful  doom  remediless 

Were  lost  in  death,  till  he  that  dwelt  above, 

High  throned  in  secret  bliss,  for  us  frail  dust 

Emptied  his  glory,'  even  to  naked&ess : 

And  that  great  covenemt  which  we  still  tnmsgresa 

Entirely  satiafled, 

And  the  full  wrath  beside 

Of  vengeful  justice  bore  for  our  esceas, 

I  Th«  tame  precuel;  as  "  bntifla  visiaa." 

>  From  the  Oieek  of  Phillip,  ii.  7:  iavriv  Idnin,  "hsnud*  Um- 

kU  of  DO  tSf  uUtioD." 


And  seals  obedience  first  v 
Tliis  day ;  but  oh,  ere  long 
Huge  pnaga  and  strong 
Will  pierce  more  near 


AT   A   SOLEMN   MUSIC. 

Blest  pair  of  Sirens,  pledges  of  Heayen's  .joy, 

Sphere^om  harmoniouB  sisters.  Voice  and  Verse, 

Wed  your  divine  sounds,  and  mised  power  employ, 

Dead  tMitgs  with  inbreathed  sense  able  to  pieice, 

And  to  our  hicli-rajsed  fantasy  present 

That  undisturbed  song  of  pure  concent,' 

Aye  Bung  before  the  sapphire^oloured  throne 

To  him  fliat  sits  thereon, 

With  saintly  shout,  and  solemn  jubilee, 

Where  the  bright  seraphim  in  burning  row 

Their  loud  uplifted  angel-trumpels  blow, 

ADd  the  cherubic  host  in  thousand  quires 

Touch  their  immortal  harps  of  golden  wires, 

With  those  just  spirits  that  wear  victorious  palms, 

Hymns  devout  and  holy  psalms 

Singing  everlastingly; 

That  we  on  earth  with  undiscording  Yoice 

May  rightly  answer  that  melodious  noise ; 

As  ones  we  did,  tiU  disproportioned  sin 

Jarred  against  nature's  chime,  and  with  harsh  din 

Broke  the  fair  music  that  all  creatures  made 

To  their  great  Lord,  whose  love  their  motion  swayed 

In  perfect  diapason,'  whilst  they  stood 

In  first  obedience,  and  their  slate  of  good. 

Oh,  maj  we  soon  again  renew  that  sons. 

And  keep  in  tune  with  Heaven,  till  God  ere  long 

To  his  celestial  consort  us  unite, 

To  live  with  him,  and  sing  in  endless  mom  of  light 

>  Thia  ie  preferable  to  the  olliw  tBBdlug,  "  content" 
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This  rich  marble  doth  inter 

The  honoured  wife  of  Winchester, 

A  viscount's  daughter,  an  earl's  heir, 

Besidea  what  her  Tirtues  fair 

Added  to  her  nohle  birth. 

More  than  she  could  own  from  eaitb. 

gummers  three  times  eight,  save  one. 

She  bad  told;  alas!  too  soon, 

After  so  short  time  of  breath. 

To  house  with  darkness,  and  with  death. 

Yet  bad  the  number  of  ber  days 

Been  as  complete  as  was  her  praise, 

Mature  and  fate  had  had  no  strife 

In  giving  limit  ta  her  life. 

Her  high  birth,  and  ber  graces  sweet. 

Quickly  found  a  lover  meet; 

The  virgia  quire  for  her  request 

The  god  that  sits  at  marriage  feast; 

He  at  their  invoking  came, 

But  with  a  scarce  well-lighted  flame. 

And  in  his  garland  as  he  stood 

Ye  might  discern  a  cypress  hud.* 

Once  bad  the  early  matrons  run 

To  greet  her  of  a  lovely  son. 

And  now  with  second  hope  she  goes. 

And  calls  Lucina  to  her  throes; 

But  whether  by  mischance  or  blame 

AtropoB  for  Lucina'  came, 

And  with  remorBelesa  cruelty 

Spoiled  at  once  both  fruit  and  tree : 

The  hapless  babe  before  bis  birth 

Had  burial,  yet  not  laid  in  earth, 

And  the  languished  mother's  womb 

Was  not  long  a  living  tomb. 


So  have  I  seen  some  tender  slip, 
Saved  with  care  from  winter's  nip. 
The  pride  of  her  camalion  train, 
Plucted  up  hj  some  unheedy  sw&in 
Who  only  thonght  to  crop  me  flower 
New  shot  up  from  vernal  shower; 
But  the  fair  blossom  hangs  the  head 
Sideways,  as  on  a  dying  bed. 
And  those  pearls  of  dew  she  wears, 
Prove  to  be  presaging  tears, 
Which  the  sad  mom  had  let  fall 
On  her  hastening  funeral. 
Gentle  ladj,  may  thy  grave 
Peace  and  quiet  ever  have ; 
After  this,  my  travel  sore. 

That  to  give  the  world  increase. 
Shortened  hast  thy  own  life's  lease. 
Here,  besides  the  sorrowing 
That  thy  noble  house  doth  bring, 
Here  be  tears  of  perfect  moan 
Wept  for  thee  in  Helicon, 
And  some  flowers,  and  some  bays. 
For  thy  hearse,  to  strew  the  ways. 
Sent  thee  from  the  bonks  of  Game, 
Devoted  to  thy  virtuons  name ; 
Whilst  thou,  bright  saint,  high  sitt'st  in 
Next  her  much  like  to  thee  in  story. 
That  fair  Syrian  shepherdess,' 
Who,  after  years  of  barrenness. 


And  at  her  nest  birth,  much  like  thee, 
Throi^h  pangB  fled  to  felici^, 
Far  within  the  bosom  bright 
Of  blazing  Majesty  and  Light ; 
There  with  tiiee,  new  welcome  saint, 
Like  fortunes  may  her  soul  acquaint. 
With  thee  there  clad  in  radiant  sheen, 
o  marchioness,  but  now  a  queen. 

IBttheL    Bee  Oen.  mv.  la 
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Now  the  bright  morning  slar,  day's  harbinger, 
Comes  dancing  from  the  eitat,  and  leads  with  her 
The  flowerj  May,  who  from  her  green  lap  throws' 
The  yellow  cowslip,  and  the  pale  primrose 

Hail,  bounteous  Mar,  that  dost  inspire 

Mirth  and  youth  and  warm  desire ; 

Woods  and  groves  are  of  thy  dressing. 

Hill  and  dale  doth  boast  thy  blessii^. 
Thus  we  salute  thee  with  our  early  song. 
And  welcome  thee,  and  wish  thee  long. 


ON   SHiKSPEARE,    1630.> 

What  needs  my  Sbakspeare  for  his  honoured  bones 

The  labour  of  an  age  in  piled  stones? 

Or  that  his  hallowed  reliques  should  be  hid 

Under  a  star-ypointing  pyramid? 

Dear  son  of  memory,  great  heir  of  fame, 

What  need'st  thou  such  weak  witness  of  thy  name? 

Thou  in  our  wonder  and  astonishment 

Hast  built  thyself  a  lireloug  monument 

For  whilst  to  the  shame  of  now-endeavouring  art 

Thy  easy  numbers  flow,  and  that  each  heart 

Hath  from  the  leaves  of  thy  unvalued  book 

Those  Delphic  linos  with  deep  impression  took ; 

Then  thou  our  fancy  of  itself  bereaving, 

Dost  make  us  marble  with  too  much  conceivii^ ; 

And  so  sepulchred  in  such  pomp  dost  lie, 

That  kings,  for  such  a  tomb,  would  wish  to  die. 

I  Sbakspeara,  KichKid  II.  act  i,  sc.  1 — 

"  Who  are  the  Tiolata  now 
That  strov  the  green  la.p  of  the  new-come  apiag." 
1  In  the  twenty-scMnd  jear  of  Uie  poot'a  age. 
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Hebe  liea  old  HobBOn;'  Death  hath  broke  his  girt 

And  here,  alas!  hath  laid  him  in.  the  dirt; 

Or  else  the  ways  being  foul,  twenty  to  one, 

He's  here  stuck  in  a  slough,  and  OTerthrown. 

Twas  snoh  a  shilter,  that  if  truth  were  known. 

Death  was  half  glad  when  he  had  got  him  down ; 

For  he  had,  any  time  this  ten  jcbtb  full, 

Dodged  with  hun  betwixt  Cambridge  and  the  BuU 

And  Burely  Death  oould  never  have  prevailed. 

Had  not  his  weeklj  course  of  carriage  failed ; 

But  lately  finding  him  bo  long  at  home, 

And  thinkins  now  his  journey's  end  was  come, 

And  that  he  had  ta'en  up  his  latest  inn. 

In  the  kind  office  of  a  chamberlin 

Showed  him  his  room  where  he  must  lodge  that  night, 

Fulled  off  his  boots,  and  took  away  the  light : 

If  any  ask  for  him,  it  shall  be  said, 

Hobson  has  supped,  and  's  newly  gone  to  bed. 


ANOTHER   ON   THE   SAME. 

Hbre  lieth  one,  who  did  most  truly  prove 
That  he  could  never  die  while  he  oould  moye ; 
So  hung  his  destiny,  never  to  rot 
While  he  might  still  jog  on  and  keep  his  trot; 

'  Mr.  Tbomas  Hobsoa  «ae  a  CHirier,  and  tiie  first  roan  in  ibis 
island  nho  let  ont  haeknej  borses.  He  liied  in  Cambridge,  and, 
obaerving  that  tile  scholais  rid  hard,  his  manaei  nas  to  beep  a  large 
stable  of  horses,  with  boots,  bridles,  and  whips,  to  furnish  tlie  gentle- 
men  at  once,  irithoat  going  ^m  college  to  college  to  borrow,  as  thej 
have  done  since  the  death  of  this  vortbj  man.  I  saj,  Mr,  Hobaon 
kept  ■  Btabla  of  katj  good  cattle,  sIvbts  read;  and  fit  Ita  ttaial- 
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Mode  of  ephere-metal^  never  to  decay 

Until  hia  MTOIution  waa  at  Btaj. 

Tioio  numbers  motion,  yet  (wiihout  a  crime 

Gainst  old  truth)  motion  numbered  out  his  time 

And  like  an  engioe  moved  with  wheel  and  weight, 

Hia  principles  being  ceased,  he  ended  straighL 

Best  that  gives  all  men  life,  gave  him  his  death. 

And  too  much  breathing  put  him  out  of  breath ; 

Nor  were  it  contradiction  to  affirm 

Too  long  vacation  hastened  oa  his  term. 

Merely  to  drive  the  time  away  he  aickeaed, 

Fainted,  and  died,  nor  would  with  ale  be  quickened , 

"  Nay,"  quoth  he,  on  his  swooning  bed  out- stretched; 

"  If  I  mayn't  carry,  sure  I'll  ne'er  be  fetched. 

But  vow,  though  the  cross  doctors  all  stood  bearers, 

For  one  carrier  ^ut  down  to  make  sic  bearers." 

Ease  was  his  chief  disease,  and  to  judge  right. 

He  died  for  heaviness  that  his  cart  went  light  r 

His  leisure  told  him  that  his  time  was  come. 

And  lack  of  load  made  his  life  burdensome, 

That  even  to  his  last  breath  (there  be  that  sa<r't) 

As  he  were  pressed  to  death,  he  cried  "  Hore  weight  j  "* 

But  had  his  doings  lasted  as  they  were. 

He  had  been  an  immortal  carrier. 

Obedient  to  the  moon  he  spent  his  date 

In  course  reciprocal,  and  had  his  fate 

Linked  to  the  mutual  flowing  of  the  sea^ 

Yet  (strange  to  think)  his  wain  was  his  increase : 

His  letteia  are  delivered  all  and  gone. 

Only  remains  this  superscription. 

ling  1  but  when  a  man  came  for  a  bane,  he  wa»  led  into  tbs  Miible, 
7herfl  Ihara  vas  great  choica,  bat  he  abliged  him  to  take  the  horsa 
Irhich  filood  next  to  the  stablo-door ;  so  that  every  castomer  was  ajilce 
well  aerved,  according  to  his  chance,  and  every  horse  ridden  with  the 

be  your  choice  nas  fatetd  npoo  yoa,  to  Bay  "  Hobsoo'B  choice."  This 
memoi-able  msn  stands  drawn  in  froace  at  an  inn  (vhiub  be  osed)  in 
JIiBhopBgat«-Btreet.  with  an  hondred  pound  bag  under  hja  arm,  with 
this  iasciiption  npoa  the  said  bag,  "  Tha  froitfol  mother  at  ■ 
hundred  more." — Spictalar,  No.  609. 


D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 


FOEM     OK   BBTBA4L  OCCAStOHB. 


Hence  loathed  Mdancholy, 

Of  Cerberus'  and  blackest  Midnight  bom. 
In  Stygian  cave  forlorn, 

'Mongat  honid  ahapes,  and  ehrieks,  and  ei^ta  unholy, 
Find  out  some  uncouth  cell, 

Where  brooding  darkness  Efpreads  hie  jealonB  wings. 
And  the  night  raven  aingB ; 

There  under  ebon  shades,  and  low-browed  rooks, 
Ab  ragged  as  thy  locks, 

In  dark  Cimmeriiui'  desert  ever  dwell. 
But  come  thou  goddess  fair  and  free, 
In  Heaven  ycleped  Euphromie, 
And  by  men,  heart>*aBing  Mirth, 
Whom  lovely  Venus  at  a.  birth' 
With  two  sister  graces  mote 
To  i»j-crowned  Bacchus  boi 
Or  whether  (bh  some  sages  sing)' 
The  frolic  wind  that  breathes  the  spring. 
Zephyr  with  Aurora  playing, 

I  Thij  and  the  following  poem  are  eiqnisitely  beanlifnl  in  them- 
■elvea,  bat  appear  much  more  beautiful  when  thej  are  coneideMd  as 
tliej  were  wiittea,  in  contrast  with  each  other.  There  is  a  g 
TBtietj  of  pleasing  imagee  in  each  of  them;  and  it  is  remarkable 
the  poet  repreeenta  sereral  of  the  aaraa  oWeota  as  eicitingboth  m 
and  melancholy,  tuid  aHeeling  ua  differenlly  according  lo  the  diffe 
diaposiUons  and  affeoiinnB  of  the  seal.  This  is  nature  and  ciperie 
He  deiiTOB  the  title  of  both  poems  from  the  Italian,  which  langi 
was  then  principally  in  vogne.  L' Allegro  is  Ihe  cheerful,  merrj  □  . . , 
■nd.  in  this  poem,  he  descrihee  the  coarse  of  mirth,  in  the  countiv 
and  in  the  city,  from  morning  till  noon,  and  from  noon  till  night:  and 
possibly  he  might  bate  thin  in  his  thoughu,  when  he  said  afterwards 
in  hia  "  Areopagitico,"  "  There  be  delights,  there  be  recreatione  and 
jolly  pastimes  that  wiQ  fetfh  the  day  aboat  from  sun  to  snn,  and  rock 
the  tedious  year  as  in  a  delightfnl  dream."    Vol.  L  p.  Ifll.— iiWlon. 

'  Erehna,  the  conjecture  of  Upton  and  Nawton,  is  more  agreeable 
to  mythology. 

*  The  Cmimerians  lived  in  cares,  and  never  eaw  the  light  of  the 
■an.    See  Homer,  Od.  iL  II ;  Tihull.  ir.  L  63. 

'  The  mora  ancient  opinion  makes  the  graces  spring  from  Jnpiler 
and  Eiuynome. 

*  This  is  merely  Milton's  fiction,  as  no  aoch  acconnt  is  giteu  else- 


As  he  met  her  once  a  majing, 

There  on  beda  of  violets  blue. 

And  freah-blowii  roses  washed  in  dew, 

Filled  her  with  thee  a  daiighter  fair, 

So  huxom,  blithe,  and  debonair. 

Haste  thee,  nvrnph,  and  bring  with  thee 

Jest  and  youlIifuJ  jolhty, 

Quips,  and  cranks,  and  wanton  wiles, 

No^,  and  becks,  and  wieathed  Bmiles, 

Such  as  hang  oq  Hebe's  cheek. 

And  love  to  Utc  in  dimple  sleek; 

Sport  that  wrintled  care  derides, 

And  Uughter  holding  both  liis  aides. 

Come,  and  trip  it  as  jou  go 

On  the  Ught  fantastic  toe. 

And  in  thy  right  hand  lead  with  thea. 

The  mountain  nymph,'  sweet  Liberty ; 

And  if  I  give  thee  honour  due, 

Mirth,  aifinit  me  of  thy  crew. 

To  live  with  her,  and  live  with  thee. 

In  unreproved  pleasures  free ; 

To  hear  the  lark  begin  his  flight, 

And  singing  startle  the  dull  night. 

From  his  watch-tower  in  the  skies. 

Till  the  dappled  dawn  doth  rise; 

Then  to  come  in  spite  of  sorrow. 

And  at  my  window  bid  good-morrow. 

Through  flie  sweet-btiar,  or  the  vine, 

Or  the  twisted  eglantine : 

While  the  cock  with  lively  din 

Scatters  the  rear  of  darkness  thin, 

And  to  the  stack,  or  the  ham-door. 

Stoutly  struts  his  dames  before : 

Oft  listening  how  the  hounds  and  horn 

Cheerly  rouse  the  slumbering  mom. 

From  the  side  of  some  hoar  bill. 

Through  the  high  wood  echoing  shrill: 

Some  time  walking  not  unseen 

By  hedge-row  elms,  on  hillocks  green, 

Kight  against  the  eastern  gale. 

Where  the  great  sun  begins  his  state, 
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Robed  in  flameB  and  amber  light. 
The  clouds  ic  thouwnd  liveries  digltt,> 
Wbile  the  ploughman  near  at  baud 
Whisdea  o'er  the  furrowed  land, 
And  the  milkmaid  HiDgeth  blithe, 
And  the  mower  wbetsliis  scythe, 
And  ever;  nhepberd  tells  hie  tale 
Under  the  bawtliont  in  the  dale. 
Straight  mine  eje  hath  caught 
Whilst  the  laiidskip  round  *  — 


Busaet  lawna,  and  fallawB  graj, 
Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  stray,' 
UoiintainB  on  whose  barren  breast 
The  labouring  clouds  do  often  rest. 
Meadows  trim  with  daisies  pied. 
Shallow  brooks,  and  riTers  wide 
Towers  and  battlements  it  sees 
Bosomed  high  in  tufted  trees, 
Where  perhaps  some  beauty  lies. 
The  Cynosure*  of  neighbourii^  eyes. 
Hard  by,  a  cottage  chimney  smokes. 
From  betwixt  two  a^ed  oaks, 
Where  Corydon  and  Thyrsis  met, 
Are  at  their  savour;  dirmer  set 
Of  herbs,  and  other  coimtry  messes, 
Which  the  neat-handed  Ptullis  dresses; 
And  then  in  haste  her  bower  she  leaves. 
With  Thestylis  to  bind  the  sheaves; 
Or  if  the  earlier  season  lead 
To  the  tanned  haycock  in  the  mead. 
Bometimes  with  secure  delight 
The  upland  hamlets  will  invite. 
When  the  merry  bells  ring  round, 
And  the  jocund  rebecks*  sound 
To  many  a  youth,  and  many  a  maid. 
Dancing  in  the  chequered  shade; 
And  joimg  and  old  come  forth  to  play 
On  a  sunshine  holy-day, 
Till  the  livelong  daylight  fail ; 
Then  to  the  spicy  nutArovm  ale, 

1  DnBsed,  adoiDsd. 

'  FeedatlajRe. 

■  Ilu  ooDBteUAticiQ  of  Una  Hinor,  or  tha  little  Bew. 

4  A  Uirefl'fftriiiged  fiddle. 
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With  stories'  told  of  many  a  feat, 

How  faity  Uab  the  junJcets  eat. 

She  was  pinched,  uid  pulled,  she  said, 

And  he  by  friaiB'  lanthom  led. 
Tells  how  the  drudging  goblin  sweat. 
To  earn  hia  cream  bowl  duly  set,* 
When  in  one  nigbt,  ere  glimpse  of  moTri, 
His  shadowy  flail  hath  threshed  the  coro. 
That  ten  day-labouraiB  could  not  end ; 
Then  lies  him  down  the  lubbar  fiend, 
And  Btretebed  out  all  the  chimney's  length. 
Basks  at  the  Are  his  hairy  strength, 
And  crop-iiill  out  of  doors  he  flings. 
Ere  the  flrat  coclc  his  matin  rings. 
Thus  done  the  tales,  to  bed  they  creep, 
By  whispering  winds  soon  lulled  asleep. 
ToweredT  cities  please  ua  then, 
jind  the  busy  hum  of  men. 
Where  throngs  of  knights  and  barons  bold 
In  weeds  of  peace  high  triumphs  hold, 
With  store  of  ladies,  whose  bright  eyes 
Bain  influence,  and  judge  the  prize 
Of  wit,  or  onus,  whiie  both  couiend 
To  win  her  grace,  whom  all  commend. 
There  let  Hymen  oft  appear 
In  saflron  robe,  with  taper  clear. 
And  pomp,  and  feast,  and  reveliy. 
With  mask,  and  antique  pageantry ; 
Such  sighW  as  youtliftU.  poets  dream 
On  summer  eves  by  haunted  stream. 
Then  to  the  welUtrod  stage  anon, 
If  JoDSOn'a  learned  sock  be  on. 
Or  sweetest  Shakspeare,  fancy's  child, 
Warble  bis  native  wood-notes  wild. 

These  ttoriea.  it  i9  almoat  nuoMesEiary  to  sij,  Ibrmad  ■  bionrite 
isement  of  (he  countrj  people.  Sbikspetni  hn  introduced  sersnl 
nich  folk.lore  legends  into  his  "  UidBammer  Might's  Dicam." 

'  BegiDBid  SooU  gives  i  brief  accDont  of  Ihii  imaainmiy  epiriC  moeh 
in  the  aame  minaer  witli  this  of  our  mthor.  "  YoDi'  gnnd^damai, 
muds,  were  wont  Co  set  a  bowt  r^  mWt  for  him,  for  Mk  pains  \a  griod- 

vhili  brtad  <mi  miJA  was  hie  sUndiii  fee."    DiscoTery  of  Witoh- 
cnifti  London:  Ito.  p.  69,  ftth.    Ses  EeigbUey's  Faii;  HythDlogy, 


And  ever  against  eating  ciires, 

Lap  me  in  eofc  LyditLn'  aira, 

Uarried  U>  immortal  verse, 

Sucb  as  the  meeting  soul  maj  pierce 

In  notes,  with  man;  a  winding  bout 

Of  linked  Bweetness  long  drawn  out, 

With  wanton  heed,  and  giddy  cunning. 

The  melting  voice  through  mazes  running. 

Untwisting  all  the  chains  that  tie 

The  hidden  soul  of  harmony ; 

That  Orpheus'  self  may  heave  his  head 

From  golden  slumber  on  a  bed 

Of  heaped  Elysiaii  flowers,  and  hear 

Such  strains  as  would  hare  won  the  ear 

Of  Pluto,  to  have  quite  set  Iree 

His  half  regained  Eurydice. 

These  delights,  if  thou  oanst  give. 

Mirth,  with  thea  I  mean  to  live.* 
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Hence,  vain  deluding  joys, 

The  brood  of  folly  without  fether  bred! 
How  little  you  bested. 

Or  fill  the  fixed  mind  with  all  your  tc^s ! 
3)well  in  some  idle  brain, 

And  fancies  fond  with  gaudy  shapes  possess, 
As  thick  and  numberless 

As  the  gay  motes  that  people  the  sunbeams,' 

'  The  Lydiui  meunn  ma  Tei7  loft  and  Ewe«L    3o  Dijrden,  OJe 
on  St.  CscUia's  Da;  :— 

"  Softly  §veet,  in  Lydian  meaanr^, 
Sooa  he  sootlied  his  soul  to  pleaanns." 
'  A  chuniing  adaputioa  &om  SbakapeBre's  "  Nymph's  Reply  to  the 
(oaslouats  Shepherd  " : — 

"  If  UieBe  delights  Ibj  mind  may  move. 
Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love." 
■  a«a  ante  at  the  beginning  of  the  laat  poem.     The  model  of  a 
'    '  a  poem  is  a  wmR  in  pnuss  of  melinebaly,  ia 
I  -'Th.  KiivValnnr.  nr  PauinnUnMaJiiiaii" 


mat 
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itcher'e  Comedy  of  ''  The  Nice  Valooi',  oi 
'  Chaneer'B  Wife  o(  Bathes  Tale,  v(-  °°' 
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Ur  likeat  hoveriiig  dreams, 

The  fickle  pensioners  of  Moipheus'  train. 
But  hail  thou  goddess,  sage  and  hoi;, 
Hai],  dJTinest  Melaacholj, 
Whoae  aaintlj'  Tiaage  is  too  bright 
To  bit  the  sense  of  human  sight, 
And  therefore  to  our  weaker  view, 
O'erlaid  wiih  black,  staid  wisdom's  hue; 
Black,  but  such  as  in  esteem 
Prince  Memnon's'  aister  might  beseem, 
Or  that  starred  Ethiop  queen*  that  Btrova 
To  set  her  beauty's  praise  above 
The  searnjmphs,  and  their  powers  offended: 
Yet  thou  art  higher  far  descended; 
Thee,  bright-haired  Vesta  lot^  of  yore 
To  solitatT  Saturn'  bore ; 
His  daughter  she  [in  Saturn's  reign. 
Such  mixture  was  not  held  a  stain). 
Oft  in  glimmering  bowers  and  glades 
He  met  her,  and  in  aeoet  shades 
Of  woody  Ida's  inmost  grove, 
While  yet  there  was  no  fear  of  Jove. 
Come,  pensive  nun,  devout  and  pure. 
Sober,  sledfast,  and  demure. 
All  in  a  robe  of  darkest  grain, 
Flowing  with  majestic  train. 
And  sable  stole  of  Cyprus  lawn, 
Over  thy  decent  shouldera  drawn. 
Come,  but  keep  thy  wanted  state. 
With  even  step,  and  musing  gait. 
And  looks  commercing  with  ute  ekiea. 
Thy  rapt  soul  sitting  in  thine  eyes : 
There,  held  in  holy  passion  still, 
Forget  thyself  to  marble,  till 


Tcoy. 


Son  of  Tithonoa,  by  Anion,  and  kiog  of  EcMopik.    He  was  al 
Ajjlullea  whan  comuig  to  the  uBuUnce  of  Pruua,  U  Ihe  nege 


1  CasdOTieUj  wife  of  Cepbaoe,  who,  baring  dared  to  oompare  berself 
with  the  >ereida  for  beaaty,  was  bj  Uiem  exposed  to  be  devoured  bj  a 
monster.    Petseoa,  however,  elan  the  creature,  and  obtained  a  plana 

*  The  pUuet  Satnm  was  sopposed  to  eiert  mnoh 
petsons  of  a  gloomj  and  thoughtful  temparamaut. 


With  ft  Bad  leaden'  downward  oast 

Thou  fix  th«m  on  the  earth  as  fast : 

And  join  with  thee  cahn  Peace,  and  Quiet, 

Spare  Fast,  that  oft  with  gods  doth  diet, 

iljid  hear  ^e  Musee  in  a  ring 

Aje  round  about  Jove's  altar  aicg ; 

And  add  to  these  retired  Leisure, 

That  in  trim  gardens  takes  his  pleasure; 

But  first,  and  ehiefest,  with  thee  hring 

Him  that  joa  soars  on  golden  wing. 

Guiding  the  fiery-wheelM  throne, 

The  cherub  Contemplation ; 

And  the  mute  Bilence  hist  along, 

'Less  Philomel  will  deign  a  song. 

In  her  sweetest,  saddest  plight, 

Smoothing  the  rugged  brow  of  night. 

While  Cynthia  checks  her  draflon  yoke, 

Gently  o  er  the  accustomed  oat ; 

Sweet  bird  that  shuim'st  the  noise  of  folly, 

Most  musical,  most  melancholy  I 

Thee,  chan  tress,  oft  the  woods  among 

I  woo  to  hear  thy  even-song ; 

And  missing  thee,  I  walk  unseen 

On  the  diT  smootb-shayen  green, 

To  behold  the  wondering  moon. 

Biding  near  her  highest  noon. 

Like  one  that  had  been  led  astntT 

Through  the  Heaven's  wide  pathless  way. 

And  ott,  as  if  her  head  she  bowed. 

Stooping  through  a  fleecy  cloud. 

Oft  on  a  plat  of  rising  ground, 

I  hear  the  far-off  cur^w  sound, 

Over  some  wide-watered  shore. 

Swinging  slow  with  sullen  roar; 

Or  if  the  air  will  not  permit, 

Some  still  removM  place  will  fit. 

Where  flowing  embers  through  the  room 

Teach  light  to  coimterfeit  a  gloom; 

Far  Jirom  all  resort  of  mirth. 

Save  the  cricket  on  the  hearth, 

Or  the  bellman's  drowsy  charm. 

To  bless  the  doors  from  nightly  harm : 

1  So  "  leaden  coDtemplatioji,"  in  Shilupeaie'i  Lotb'b  Ltbonr  LmI 


Or  let  my  lamp  at  tnidnight  honr, 
Be  seen  m  some  high  looelj  tower, 
Vniei«  I  maj  oft  outwatch  the  Bear,' 
With  thrioe  great  Hennea,'  or  unsphero 
The  spirit  of  Plato  to  unfold 
What  worida,  or  what  vaat  regions  hold 
The  immortal  mind  that  hath  forsook 
Her  mauaion  in  ihis  fleshly  nook : 
And  of  those  demons  that  are  found 
In  fire,  air,  flood,  or  under  ground,* 
Whoae  power  hath  a  true  consent 
With  planet  or  with  element 
Sometime  let  gorgeous  tragedy 


Or  the  tale  of  Troy  divine ; 
Or  what  (though  rare)  of  later  age 
Ennobled  hath  the  buddned  stage. 
But  oh,  md  virgin,  that  lhy_power 
Might  raise  Musceus  from  uis  bovrerl 
Or  Did  the  soul  of  Orpheus  sing 
Such  notes  as  warbled  to  the  string 
Drew  iron  tears  down  Pluto's  cheek. 
And  made  Hell  grant  what  love  did  seek. 
Or  call  up  him  that  left  half  told 
The  stoiT  of  Cambuscan'  bold. 
Of  Camball,  and  of  Algar^ife, 
And  who  had  Canace  to  wife, 
That  owned  the  virtuous  ring  and  glassy 
And  of  the  wondrous  horse  of  brasa, 
On  which  the  TaraLr  king  did  ride ; 
And  if  ai^ht  else  great  l^rds  beade 
In  sage  and  solemn  tunes  have  sung, 
Of  tumeya  and  of  trophies  huDg, 
Of  forests  and  enchantments  drear, 
Where  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear. 
I  A  coDiteDBtioa  which  neier  sets.    Virg.  Geoig.  L  81fl. 

*  1. 1.  Msiciuius  Tn.  imegiBtnB, 

>  Pislo  believed  that  everj  part  of  this  universe  ms  peopled  with 
■piriu,  ersrcieing  msdial  fnactJoiiB  between  gods  and  men. 

<  The  long  robe  worn  bj  diBtinguiahed  peiwnu  in  ti^edj.  C£  Hot. 
Art.  poet.  3TS. 

>  i.i.  TBpraBsnlhig.     The  enbjeata  beio  ennmenUd  wen  bvonrile 
topiee  viUi  the  Greek  tiagediaiiB. 

*  Sec  Chanoer's  Squire's  Tale,  and  Spenser's  Fuiie  Qoeen,  ir.  233. 


Thus  nigbt  oft  see  me  in  thy  pale  career, 

mi  civil-suited  mom'  appear, 

Not  trickt  and  frounct'  as  she  was  wont 

With  the  Attic*  boy  to  huot, 

But  kerchiefed  in  a  comely  cloud, 

While  rocking  winds  are  piping  loud. 

Or  ushered  with  a  showBr  stiil, 

When  the  gust  hath  blown  his  All, 

Ending  on  the  rustling  leaves. 

With  minute  drops  irom  off. the  eaves. 

And  when  the  sun  begins  to  fling 

His  flaring  beams,  me,  goddess,  bring 

To  arched  walks  of  twiUght  groves, 

And  shadows  brown,  that  Sylvan  loves, 

Of  pine,  or  monumental  oak, 

"Where  the  rude  axe  with  heaved  stroke 

Was  never  heard  the  nymphs  to  daunt. 

Or  Mght  them  from  their  hallowed  hauitL 

3Tiere  ia  close  covert  hy  some  hn>ok, 

■Where  no  profaner  eye  may  look. 

Hide  me  iirom  da.y'a  garish  *  eye, 

While  the  bee  with  honeyed  thigh, 

That  at  her  flowery  work  doth  sing, 

And  the  waters  murmuring. 

With  such  consort  as  they  keep, 

Entice  the  dewy-feathered  sleep; 

And  let  some  strange  mysterious  dream 

WaTe  at  his  wings  in  airy  stream 

Of  lively  portraiture  displayed. 

Softly  on  ray  eyelids  laid. 

And  as  I  wake,  sweet  music  breathe 

Above,  about,  or  underneath, 

Sent  by  some  spirit  to  mortals  good. 

Or  the  unseen  genius  of  the  wood. 

But  let  mv  due  feet  never  fail 

To  walk  the  studious  cloister's  pale, 

t.  Xtomeo  &nd  Juliet,  iii.  i  >— 

"Come  .tipfl  night. 
Thon  lobfr-nilai  maU-oD,  bU  In  bUck." 
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And  love  the  high  embowed  roof, 
WiOi  autic'  pillars  massy  proof, 
And  atoned  windows  riohlv  dight^ 
Coating  a  dim  religious  light 
There  let  the  pealing  organ  hlow,' 
To  the  full-voioed  quire  below, 
In  service  high,  and  anthems  clear. 
Ae  may  with  sweetness,  through  mine  e 
Dissolve  me  into  ecstasies. 
And  bring  all  Heayeu  before  mine  eyes 
And  may  at  last  my  weary  age 
Find  out  the  peaceful  hermitage, 
The  hairy  gown  and  mossy  cell, 
Where  I  may  sit  and  rightly  sp?ll 
Of  every  star  that  Heaven  doth  shew. 
And  every  herb  that  sips  the  dew ; 
Till  old  experience  do  attain 
To  Bomethinj;  hke  prophetic  strain. 
These  pleasures.  Melancholy,  give. 
And  I  with  thee  will  choose  to  live. 


it  presenled  to  Oie  Coonteu  Dmreger  of 
It  Hirefleld,*  by  aome  noble  persons  of  her  bmilj,  who 


ei  BUt«,  wldi  I 


icene  in  paaloral  hsbU,  moving  tovud  tbe  seat 


Look,  nymphs,  and  shepherds  look. 
What  sudden  blaze  of  majesty 
Is  that  which  we  from  hence  descry, 
Too  divine  to  be  mietook : 


'  Tbia  shows  that  Milton,  bowever  mistaken  in  other  respects,  did 
ot  run  into  the  enthofliastio  m&dnesa  of  that  f&natic  age  ajninaft 
liiirch  mnaic— TTiifff. 

'  Aliea,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Spenser,  of  Althorp,  in  Northampton - 
,;_  Ti.:.  -„.-a  ^^  prnbablj  written  during  Millon'i  residenoe  in 
•dof  Uibr'-      "-  " 


urhood  of  Uzbridge.     See  titwli 


FOKUa   OK   BBTEBAL   OOOABIOSIS. 

This,  this  is  aha 
To  whom  our  views  and  wishes  bend ; 
Here  our  solemn  search  hath  end- 

Fune,  that  her  high  worth  to  raise, 
Seemed  erst  so  laviafa  and  profuae. 
We  may  justly  now  accuse 
Of  detraction  from  her  praise ; 

Less  than  half  we  find  expressed. 

Envy  bid  conceal  the  rest 

Mark  what  radiant  state  she  spreads, 
In  circle  round  her  shining  throne, 
Shooting  her  beams  like  sUTer  threads ; 
This,  this  is  she  alone. 

Sitting  like  a  goddess  bri^t, 

In  the  centre  of  her  light. 

Might  she  the  wise  Latona  be, 
Or  the  towered  Cybele, 
Mother  of  a  huni&ed  gods? 
Juno  dares  not  give  her  odds ; 

Who  had  thought  this  clime  had  held 

A  deity  so  unparalleled  ? 


Stay,  gentle  swains,  for  though  in  this  disguise, 
I  see  bright  honour  sparkle  through  your  eyes ; 
Of  famous  Arcady  ye  are,  and  sprung 
Of  that  renownea  flood,  so  oftpn  sung. 
Divine  Alpheus.'  who  by  secret  sluice 
Stole  under  seas  to  meet  his  Arethuse  j 
And  ye,  the  breathing  roses  of  the  wood. 
Fair  silver-buskined  nympha  as  Freat  and  gOUil, 
1  know  this  quest  of  yours,  and  tree  intent, 

•  A  fiunoni  river  of  Arcadis  that,  sinking  uniler  ground,  i 
tkrongh  the  saa  without  miiing  his  Hlream  with  tha  eajt  watpn 
rises  hC  Ust  with  the  tannUiia  Aietboeg,  oeu  Sjnusosa,  in  Sic 


Was  all  in  honour  and  devotion  meant 

To  (he  grant  miatresa  of  jon  princely  shrine, 

Whom  with  low  reverence  I  adore  as  mine. 

And  with  all  helpful  service  will  comply 

To  further  this  night's  glad  solemnity ; 

And  lead  je  where  ye  may  more  near  hehold 

What  shailow-searchiQg  fame  hath  left  untold; 

Which  I  full  oft  amidst  these  shades  alone 

Have  sat  to  wonder  at,  and  gaze  upon : 

For  know  hy  lot  from  Jove  I  am  the  power 

Of  this  fair  wood,  and  Hve  in  oaken  bower, 

To  nurae  the  aaplings  tall,  and  curl  the  grove 

With  ringlets  quaint,  and  wanton  windings  wovo. 

And  all  my  plants  I  aave  &om  nightly  ill 

Of  noisome  winds,  and  blasting  vapours  chill: 

And  from  the  houghs  brush  on  the  evil  dew. 

And  heal  the  harms  of  thwarting  thunder  blue. 

Or  what  the  cross  dire-looldng  planet  smites. 

Or  hurtful  worm  with  cankered  venom  bites. 

When  evening  gray  doth  rise,  I  fetch  my  round 

Over  the  mount,  and  all  this  hallowed  grotmd. 

And  early,  ere  the  odorous  breath  of  mom 

Awakes  the  slumbering  leaves,  or  tasaelled  horn' 

Shakes  the  high  thicket,  haste  I  all  about, 

Number  my  ranks,  and  visit  every  sprout 

With  puissant  wonis,  and  murmurs  made  to  hlesa ; 

But  else  in  deep  of  night,  when  drowaness 

Hath  locked  up  mortal  sense,  then  listen  I 

To  the  celestial  sirens'  harmony, 

That  sit  upon  the  nine  enfolded  spheres,* 

And  sing  to  those  that  hold  the  vital  shears, 

And  turn  the  adamantine  spindle  round, 

On  which  the  fate  of  gods  and  men  is  wound. 

Such  sweet  compulmon  doth  in  music  lie, 

To  lull  the  daughters  of  Necessity, 

And  keep  unsteady  Nature  to  her  law, 

And  the  tow  world  in  measured  motion  draw 

•  Spenaer.P.  Q.  L8,8;— 
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After  the  beaTenly  tune,'  which  noue  can  hear 
Of  human  mould  with  gross  unpurged  ear; 
And  jet  such  music  worthiest  were  to  blaze 
The  peerless  highth  of  her  immortal  praise, 
Whose  lustre  leads  us,  and  for  her  most  fit. 
If  m;  inferior  hand  or  voice  could  hit 
Inimitable  sounds ;  yet  as  we  go, 
Whate'er  the  bIpIT  of  lesser  gods  can  show, 
I  will  assay,  her  worth  to  celebrate. 
And  BO  attend  ye  toward  her  glittering  stale; 
Where  ye  may  all,  that  are  of  noble  stem, 
Approach,  and  kiss  her  sacred  Testure's  hom. 

BosaH. 
O'er  the  smooth  enameUed  green. 
Where  no  print  of  step  hath  been. 

Follow  me,  as  I  sing. 

And  touch  the  warbled  string, 
Under  the  shady  roof 
Of  branching  elm  star-proo£ 

Follow  me, 
I  will  bring  you  where  she  sita, 
Clad  in  splendour  as  befits 

Her  dei^. 
Such  a  rural  queen 
All  Arcadia  hath  not  seen. 


Nymphs  and  shepherds  dance  no  more 
By  sandy  Ladon's*  lilied  banks, 

On  old  Lycteus  or  Cynene  hoar 

Trip  no  more  in  twilight  ranks. 

Though  Eiymanth  your  loss  deplore, 

A  better  soil  ahall  give  ye  thanks. 


Still  qniring  to  the  joong-B  jed  chernbinu ; 

But  whilst  this  maddj  ye 
Datb  grouly  close  na  in. 


From  the  sIodj  UnnaluB 
Bring  yonr  Hooks,  and  Ine  with  i 
Hera  je  shitll  have  greater  grace, 
To  serve  the  lad;  of  this  place ; 
Though  Syrinx  your  Pan  — '- 
Yet  Syrinx  well  misht  wait  < 
Such  a  rural  queen 
All  Arcadia  hath  not 
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Cum  MS. 


;  PIUESENTED    U  LUKLOW   OABTLX,    1634,  BETORB  IBK 
SL  OT  BRUMIBWATBR,  THEN  PBBaiDEMT  or  ITALKS. 


Tbe  Huk  »u  pToented  in  1631,  and  coDaequenllj  in  tlie  twen^ 
riith  ywu-  of  onr  ■nthor'e  >ga.  In  tha  tiUe-paga  o(  the  first  odiUon, 
printed  in  IflST,  itiB  said  that  it  whb  pmenudon  Michaelmas  night, 
andtberama  thi*  motU: — 

"  Ebea  qoid  volni  ntiaen  mihi  I  doriboa  aLutrnni 


s  poauu  in  I61D,  tbers  w 


My  Loed, — This  poem,  which  received  its  flrat  o  .. .  .  _ 
of  biith  from  jonrBelf  and  Others  of  your  noble  familj,  and 
mncb  honour  from  your  own  person  in  the  performance, 
now  letarns  again  to  malre  a  final  dedication  of  itself  to 
yon.  Although  not  openly  acknowledged  by  the  author, 
yet  it  is  a  Intimate  offspring,  ho  lovely,  and  so  much. 
desired,  tiiat  the  often  copying  of  it  hath  tired  my  pen  to 
give  my  several  friends  BatisTactiou.  and  brought  me  to  a 
neoBsatyof  producing  it  to  the  public  Tiew;  and  now  to 
ofier  it  up  in  all  rightfd  devotion  to  diose  fair  hopes,  and 


rare  endowments  of  your  much  promising  youth,  which 
give  a  full  assurance,  to  all  that  know  you,  of  a  future 
exceUence.  Live,  sweet  lord,  to  be  the  honour  of  your 
name,  and  receive  this  as  your  own.  irom  the  hands  of  nim, 
who  hath  by  many  fsTours  been  long  obliged  to  your  most 
honoured  parents,  and  as  in  this  representation  your 
attendant  Thyrsis.  so  now  in  all  real  eiprassian 
Your  faithful  and  most 

bumble  serrant. 

H.  Lawks. 

[In' 


TBB    PEBSOHa. 

Thb  AiTBNnANT  Spirit,  after^ari* 

in  the  habit  of  Thvbsis. 
CoMOB,  with  hii  erete. 
The  Lady. 
First  Bkothbb. 
Second  Bbotseh. 
Sabriha,  the  Nymph. 

The  Ghief  Perions  wio  pretented  were— 
The  Lord  Bracklt. 
Mr.  Thomas  Eoehton,  hit  Brother. 
The  Ladz  Alice  Eoertoh 


la  diBCOTers   ■  wild  wood.     The  Attehbabi  Spiri? 


BBroitB  the  etarry  threshold  of  Jove's  court 
My  mansion  is,  where  those  immortal  shapes 
Of  bright  aerial  spirits  live  insphered 
Id  regions  mild  of  calm  and  serene  air. 
Above  the  smoke  and  stir  of  this  dim  spot, 
Which  men  call  Earlh ;  and  with  ]ow-thoughted  oj 
Confined,  and  pestered  in  this  pinfold  here, 


Strive  to  keep  up  a  frail  and  feTerish  being, 
XJnmindM'  of  me  crowa  that  virtue  gives, 
After  thia  mortal  change  to  her  true  servants. 
Amongst  the  enthroned  gods  on  sainted  seats. 
Tet  some  there  be,  that  by  due  stepa  aspire 
To  lay  their  just  bands  on  that  golden  tiey,* 
That  opes  the  palace  of  eternity : 
To  such  my  errand  is ;  and  but  for  such, 
J.  vould  not  soil  these  pure  ambrosial  weeds 
"With  the  rank  vapours  of  this  sin-worn  mould. 
But  to  my  task.     Neptune,  besides  the  sway 
Of  every  salt  flood,  and  each  ebbing  stream, 
Took  in  by  lot  'twiit  high  and  nether  Jove 
Imperial  rule  of  all  the  sea-girt  isles, 
That,  like  to  rieh  and  various  gcma,'  inlay 
The  unadomM  bosom  of  the  deep  ; 
Which  he,  to  grace  his  tributary  gods. 
By  course  commits  to  several  government. 
And  gives  them  leave  to  wear  their  sapphire  crowns. 
And  wield  their  little  trideuta ;  but  this  isle. 
The  greatest  and  the  best  of  all  the  main, 
He  qaartera  to  Ms  blue-haired  deities; 
And  all  this  tract  that  fronts  the  falling  sun 
A  noble  peer  of  mickle  trust  and  power 
Has  in  his  charge,  with  tempered  awe  to  guide 
An  old  and  haughty  nation,  proud  in  arms : 
Where  his  fair  offspring  nursed  in  .princely  lore, 
Are  coming  to  attend  their  father's  stat^, 
And  new-entrusted  sceptre  ;  but  their  way 
Lies  tlirougb  the  perplexed  paths  of  this  drear  wood, 
The  nodding  horror  of  whose  shady  brows 
Threats  the  forlorn  and  wandering  passenger; 
And  here  their  tender  age  might  aufier  penl. 
But  that  by  quick  command  from  sovran  Jove 

■  The  stress  is  npoii  tUi  too, ;  far,  thongh  it  mij  not  be  s  raolt  ia 
iUeKU, 

"  StiiTB  to  keep  up  a  frsil  and  feveriah  Ijeing," 
TBt  it  eertainlT  is  to  atrive  to  keep  it  up  "  nnniiiidfol,"  Sm. — Nnclon. 

'Of  St.  Peter.    Cf,  Lycidaa,  yer.  1111. 

»  Ct.  Kiohard  II.  act  ii.  sc.  1,  where  Jolm  of  Qinnt  apeak*  of  Eng. 
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I  was  despatched  for  their  defence  and  guard: 
And  listen  wbj ;  for  I  will  tell  you  now 

What  never  jet  was  heard  in  tale  or  soi^, 
From  old  or  modem  bard,  in  hall  or  bower. 

Bacchus,  that  iirst  from  out  the  purple  grope 
Crushad  the  sweet  poison  irf  misused  wine. 
After  the  Tnscan  mariners  transformed, 
Coasting  the  Tyrrhene  abore,  as  the  winds  listed. 
On  Circe's  island  fell  (who  knows  not  Circe, 
The  daughter  of  the  sun,  whose  charmed  cnp 
"Whoever  tasted  lost  his  upright  shape, 
And  downward  fell  into  a  grovelJing  swine?) : 
This  nymph,  that  gazed  upon  his  clustering  locks 
With  ivy  berries  wreathed,  and  his  blithe  youth. 
Had  by  him,  ere  he  parted  thence,  a  son 
Much  like  his  father,  but  his  mother  more, 
Whom  therefoi-e  she  brought  up.  and  Comus  named; 
Who,  ripe  and  froho  of  his  full-^own  age, 
Boving  the  Celtic  and  Iberian  fields,' 
At  last  betakes  him  to  this  ominous  wood ; 
And,  in  thick  shelter  of  black  shades  embowered. 
Excels  bis  mother  at  her  mighly  art. 
Offering  to  every  weary  traveller 
His  orient  liquor  in  a  cnstai  glass. 
To  quench  the  drouth  of  Phffibus ;  which,  as  tuey  tasts 
(For  moat  do  taste  through  fond  intemperate  thirst). 
Soon  as  the  potion  works,  their  human  countenance. 
The  express  resemblance  of  the  gods,  is  changed 
Into  some  brutish  form  of  wolf,  or  bear. 
Or  ounce,  or  tiger,  hog.  or  bearded  goat. 
All  other  parts  remaining  as  they  were ; 
And  they,  so  perfect  is  their  misery. 
Not  once  perceive  their  foul  disfigurement, 
But  boast  themselves  more  comely  than  before ; 
And  all  their  friends  and  native  home  forget. 
To  roll  with  pleasure  in  a  senmial  sty. 
Therefore  when  any,  favoured  of  high  Jove, 
Chances  to  pass  through  this  adventurous  glade. 
Swift  as  the  sparkle  of  a  glancing  star 
I  shoot  from  Heaven,  to  give  him  save  convoy. 
As  now  I  do ;  but  first  I  must  put  off 
These  my  sky  robes  spun  out  ot  Iris'  woof,' 
^  i.  i.  FraDu  and  Spun, 
>  Ct  Far.  LoBi,  xi.  iu. 
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And  take  the  weeds  and  lUcenees  of  a.  Bwain, 
That  to  the  service  of  this  house  helongs, 
Who,  with  bis  soft  pipe  und  emooth-dittied  soug, 
"Well  knows  to  stiU  the  wild  winds  when  they  roar. 
And  hush  the  waving  woods ;  nor  of  less  fullh. 
And  in  this  officeof  his  mountain  watch. 
Likeliest,  and  nestrest  to  the  present  aid 
Of  this  occasion.     But  I  hear  the  tread 
Of  hateful  steps '.  I  must  be  viewless  now. 

[Cours  entere  with  a  charming  rod  in  one  haoj,  his  glass  In  the 
wild  betwts,  but  otherwise  liks  raea  and  women,  their  apparel 


ircbee  in  their  hands.] 


The  star  that  hids  the  shepherd  fold. 
Now  the  top  of  Heaven  doth  hold ; 
And  the  ^ded  oar  of  day 
His  glowing  axle  doth  allay 
In  the  steep  Atlantic  stream  ; 
And  the  slope  sun  his  upward  beam 
Shoots  against  the  duskj  pole, 
Pacing  toward  the  other  goal ' 
Of  his  chamher  in  the  east. 
MeRnwhile  wslcome  joy  and  feast. 
Midnight  shout  and  revelry. 
Tipsy  dance  and  jollity. 
Braid  your  locks  with  rosy  twine, 
Droppmg  odours,  dropping  wine. 
Rigour  now  is  ROne  to  bed. 
And  advice  wil^  scrupulous  head. 
Strict  age,  and  sour  severity, 
With  their  grave  saws  in  sliunber  lie. 
We,  that  are  of  purer  Jlre, 
Imitate  the  starry  quire; 
Who.  in  their  nightly  watchftil  spheres, 
Lead  in  swift  round  the  mouths  and  years. 
The  sounds  and  seas,  with  all  their  finny  drove. 
Now  to  the  raoon  in  wavering  morrice  move ; 
And,  on  the  tawny  sands  and  ahelves. 
Trip  the  pert  foines  and  the  dapper  elves. 


^  ioogic 


Bt  (linpled  brook,  and  founUin  brim, 

The  wood-uympbs,  decked  witli  daisies  trim. 

Their  meirj  wakes  and  paatimes  keep ; 

\Vhat  hath  night  to  do  with  sleep? 

Kight  hath  better  sweets  to  prove, 

Venus  now  wakes,  and  wakens  Love. 

Come,  let  us  our  rites  begin ; 

Tis  onl J  daylight  that  makes  sin, 

■Which  these  dun  shades  will  ne'er  report. 

Hail,  goddess  of  noctmTial  sport, 

Dark-veiled  Cotytto!'  to  whom  the  secret  flame 

Of  midniffht  torches  bums ;  mysterious  dame, 

That  ne'er  art  called,  hut  when  the  dragon  womb 

Of  Stygian  darkness  spets  her  thickest  gloom. 

And  makes  one  blot  of  all  the  air ; 

Slay  thy  cloudy  ebon  chair. 

Wherein  thou  rid'st  with  Hecat,  and  beMend 

Us  thy  vowed  priests,  till  utmost  end 

Of  all  thy  dues  be  done,  and  noite  leit  out ; 

Ere  the  blabbing  eastern  scout. 

The  nice  mom,  on  the  Indian  steep 

Prom  her  cabined  loophole  peep. 

And  to  the  tell-tale  sun  descry 

Our  concealed  solemni^. 

Come,  knit  hands,  and  heat  the  gtound, 

In  a  light  fantastic  round. 

The  MeattiTe. 
Break  off,  break  off,  I  feel  the  different  pace 
Of  some  chaste  footing  near  about  this  ground. 
Eun  to  your  shrouds,  within  these  brakes  and  trees ; 
Our  number  may  af&ight :  some  virgin  sure 
(For  so  I  can  distinguish  by  mine  art) 
Benighted  in  these  woods.    Now  to  my  chtirma^ 
And  to  my  wily  trains :  I  shall,  ere  long. 
Be  well  stocked  with  as  fair  a  herd  as  grazed 
About  my  mother  Circe      Thus  I  hurl 
My  dazzling  spells  into  the  spongy  air. 
Of  power  to  cheat  the  eye  witli  blear  iUuaion, 
And  give  it  false  presentments,  lest  the  place 
And  my  quaint  habits  breed  astonishment, 
And  nut  the  damsel  to  suspicious  flight. 
Which  must  not  be,  for  thaf  s  gainst  my  course ; 

>  The  goddfsa  of  immodeatj,  fbrmerl;  WMshipped  at  Athcu  will 
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I,  under  fair  pretence  of  friendly  enda. 
And  well-placed  words  of  gloziug  courtesy. 
Baited  with  reasons  cot  unplausible, 
Wind  me  iato  the  easy-hearted  man. 
And  hug  him  into  srittreH.     When  once  her  eye 
Hath  met  the  virtue  of  this  magic  dust, 
I  shall  appear  some  hannlesB  villager, 
Whom  thrift  keeps  up  about  his  country  gear. 
But  here  she  comes ;  I  fairly  step  aside. 
And  hearken,  if  I  may,  her  Muainess  here. 

[The  IJET  enters.] 


This  way  the  noise  was,  if  mine  ear  be  true, 
Mv  best  guide  now :  methought  it  was  the  sound 
Of  riot  and  ill-mana^d  merriment. 
Such  as  the  jocimd  flute,  or  gamesome  pipe, 
Stirs  up  among  the  loose  unlettered  hinds. 
When,  for  their  teeming  flocks,  and  granges  full. 
In  wanton  dance  they  praise  the  bounteous  I'an, 
And  thank  the  gods  amiss.    I  should  be  loth 
To  meet  the  rudeness  and  swilled  insolence 
Of  such  late  wassailcrs ;  yet  oh !  where  else 
Shall  I  inform  my  unacquainted  feet 
In  the  blind  mazes  of  this  tangled  wood  ? 
My  brothers,  when  they  saw  me  wearied  out 
With  this  long  way,  resolving  here  to  lodge 
Under  the  spreading  favour  of  these  pines. 
Stepped,  as  they  said,  to  the  nest  thicket  side, 
To  bring  mn  benies,  or  such  cooling  fruit 
As  the  kind  hospitable  woods  provide. 
'  They  left  me  then,  when  the  gray-hooded  even. 
Like  a  sad  votarist  in  palmer's  weed, 
Bose  from  the  hindmost  wheels  of  Phtebus'  wain. 
But  where  they  are,  and  why  they  came  not  back, 
Is  now  the  labour  of  my  thoughts ;  'tis  likeliest 
They  had  engaged  their  wandering  steps  too  far, 
And  envious  darkness,  ere  they  could  return. 
Had  stole  them  from  me  ;  else,  0  thievish  night  t 
Why  shouldst  thou,  but  for  some  felonious  end. 
In  fliy  dark  lanthorn  thus  close  up  the  stars. 
That  nature  hung  in  Heaven,  and  tilled  their  Umpa 
With  everlasting  oil,  to  give  due  light 
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Xo  the  mialad  and  lonelv  traTeller  ? 

This  is  the  place,  as  well  as  I  may  guess, 

Whence  even  now  the  tomnlt  of  loud  mirth 

Was  rife,  and  perfect  in  my  listenii)^  ear ; 

Yet  nought  but  single  daiKnesa  do  I  find. 

What  might  this  be  7    A  thousand  fantaaiea 

Begin  to  throng  into  my  memory, 

Of  calling  shapes,  and  beckoning  shadows  dire. 

And  airv  tongues,  that  syllable  men's  names 

On  sanas,  and  ahotes,  and  desert  wildernesses. 

These  thonghta  may  startle  well,  but  not  astound. 

The  virtuous  mind,  that  ever  walks  attended 

By  81  strong  siding  champion,  conscience. 

Oh,  welcome,  pure-eyed  iaith,  white-handed  hope. 

Thou  hovering  angel  girt  with  golden  wings, 

And  thou  unblemiahed  form  of  chastity  I 

I  see  ye  visibly,  and  now  believe 

That  he,  the  Supreme  Good,  to  whom  all  things  ill 

Are  but  as  slavish  officers  of  vengeance, 

Would  send  a  glistering  guardian,  if  need  were. 

To  keep  my  life  and  honour  unassailed. 

Was  J  deceived,  or  did  a  sable  cloud 

Turn  forth  her  silver  lining  on  the  night? 

I  did  not  err,  there  does  a  sable  cloud 

Turn  forth  her  silver  lining  on  the  night, 

And  easts  a  gleam  over  this  tufted  grove ; 

I  cannot  halloo  to  my  brothers,  but 

Such  noise  as  I  can  make  to  be  heard  farthest 

m  venture,  for  my  new  enlivened  spirits 

Prompt  me ;  and  they  perhaps  are  not  far  off. 

Sweet  Echo,  sweetest  nymph,  that  Uv'st  unseen 
Within  thy  aiiy  d»ell,» 
By  slow  Meander's  mai^nt  green, 
And  in  the  violet-embroidered  vale, 

Where  the  love-lorn  nightingEile 
Nightly  to  thee  her  sad  song  moumeth  well ; 
Canst  thou  not  ts\l  me  of  a  gentle  pair 
That  likest  thy  Narcissus  are? 

Oh  t  if  thou  have 
Hid  Ihem  in  some  flowery  cave. 
Tell  me  but  where, 
Sweet  queen  of  parley,  daughter  of  the  sphere, 
>  Tha  margiik  of  Milton's  HS.  gives  "  ealL"    See  Xadm, 


G&n  tmy  mortal  misture  of  earth's  mould 
Breathe  euch  divine  enchouting  ravishmeat? 
Sure  something  holy  lodges  in  that  breast 
And  with  these  raptures  moves  the  vocal  air 
To  testify  his  hidden  residence ; 
How  sweetly  do  they  flout  upon  the  wings 
Of  silence,  throi^h  the  empty-vaulted  nighl^ 
At  every  fall  smoothing  the  raven  down 
OF  darknesB  till  it  smiled !     I  have  oh  heard 
My  mother  Circe  with  the  Sirens  three, 
Amidst  the  flowerj-kirlled  NaiadM 
Culling  their  potent  herbs  and  baleful  drugs, 
Who.  as  they  sui^,  would  take  the  prisoned  soul 
And  lap  it  in  Elysium;  Soylla  wept,' 
And  chid  her  barking  waves  into  attention, 
And  fell  Charyhdis  murmured  soft  applause ; 
Yet  they  in  pleasing  slumber  lulled  Uie  sense. 
And  in  sweet  madness  robbed  it  of  itself; 
But  such  a  sacred  and  home-felt  delight, 
Suirh  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss, 
I  never  heard  tiU  now.    I'll  speak  to  her. 
And  she  shall  be  my  queen.     Hail,  foreign  wonder  I 
Whom  certain  these  roi^h  shades  did  never  breed, 
Unless  the  goddess  that  m  rural  shrine 
Dwell'st  here  with  Pan,  or  Sylvan ;  by  blest  song 
Forbidding  every  bleak  unkindly  fog 
To  touch  Qie  prosperous  growth  of  this  tall  wood. 

Nay,  gentle  shepherd,  iU  is  lost  that  praise 
That  is  addressed  to  unattending  ears ; 
Not  any  boast  of  skill,  but  estreme  shift 
How  to  r^ain  my  severed  company. 
Compelled  me  to  awake  the  coiuieous  Echo 
To  give  me  answer  from  her  mossy  couch. 

What  chance,  good  lady,  hath  bereft  you  tlius  ? 

Dim  darkness,  and  this  leafy  labyrinth. 
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They  left  me  weary  on  a  grassy  turf. 

By  falsehood,  or  discourteHy,  or  why  ? 

To  seek  i'  the  valley  some  cool,  friendly  spring. 

And  left  your  fair  side  all  unguarded,  lady? 

They  were  but  twain,  and  purposed  quick  return. 

Perhaps  forestalling  night  prevented  them. 

How  easy  my  misfortune  is  to  hit! 

Imports  their  loss,  beside  the  present  need  ? 

No  less  than  if  I  should  my  brotbera  lose. 

Were  they  of  manly  prime,  or.  youthful  hloom  ? 

As  smooth  as  Hebe's  their  unrazored  lips. 

Two  such  I  saw,  what  time  the  laboured  0* 
In  his  loose  trace*  from  the  furrow  came, 
And  the  ewinkt'  hedger  at  his  supper  sat; 
I  saw  them  under  a  green  mantling  Tine 
That  crawls  along  the  side  of  yon  small  hill. 
Plucking  ripe  clusters  from  the  tender  shoots ; 
Their  port  was  more  than  human,  as  they  stood ; 
I  took  it  for  a  fairy  vision 
Of  some  gay  creatures  of  the  element. 
That  in  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  live, 
And  play  i'  the  plighted  clouds.     I  was  awe-stnjclt. 
And.  as  I  passed.  I  worshipped;  if  those  yon  seek. 
It  were  a  jouinev  like  the  path  to  Heaven, 
To  help  you  flna  them. 

Gentle  villager. 
What  readiest  way  would  bring  me  la  ibat  place  ? 

Doe  west  it  rises  from  this  shrubby  point. 

■  Tind,  bum  swink,  to  toil  or  Iibont^ 

..ooglo 


To  find  oat  that,  good  shepherd,  I  Buppose, 
In  Buoh  a  scant  allowance  of  star-liglit, 
Would  overtask  the  best  laad-pilot's  art. 
Without  the  sure  guess  of  well-practised  feat. 

I  know  each  lane,  and  every  alley  green, 
Dingle,  or  bushy  dell  of  this  wild  wood. 
And  every  bosk j '  boumjrom  side  to  side, 
My  daily  walks  and  ancient  ueighbourhool  i 
And  if  your  stray  attendants  he  yet  lodged, 
Or  shroud  within  tliese  limits,  I  shall  know 
Em  morrow  wake,  or  the  low-roosted  larfc 
From  her  thatched  pallet  rouse:  ifotherwiss, 
I  can  conduct  you,  lady,  to  a  low 
But  loyal  cottage,  where  you  may  be  safe 
Till  further  quest. 

Shepherd,  I  take  thy  word. 
And  trust  thy  honest-otfered  courtesy, 
Which  oft  is  sooner  found  in  lowly  sheds 
With  smoky  rafters,  than  in  tap'stiy  halls 
And  courts  of  princes,  where  it  first  was  named. 
And  yet  is  most  pretended  :  in  a  place 
Leas  warranted  than  this,  or  less  secure, 
I  cannot  be,  that  I  should  fear  to  change  it. 
Eye  me,  hieat  Providence,  and  square  my  trial 
To  ray  proportioned  strength !    Shepherd,  lead  oi 
[The  two  Beothebs.] 

ELDEE  B 

.      .  fa 
That  wonf  St'  t 
Stoop  thy  pale  visage  through  an  amber  clouit. 
And  disinherit  Chaos,  that  reigns  here 
In  double  night  of  darkness  aod  of  shades; 
Or  if  your  influence  he  <iuite  dammed  up 
With  "black  iwurping  mists,  some  gentle  taper, 
Though  a  rush-candle  from  the  wioker  hole 
Of  some  elay  habitation,  visit  ua 
With  thj  long  levelled  rule  of  streaming  li;;'!!. 
And  thou  shall  be  our  star  of  Arcady, 
Or  Tyrian  Cynosure, 
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Or,  ii  our  eyes 
Be  barred  that  bt^tpiness,  might  we  out  hear 
The  folded  fiocks  peuaed  in  Ibeir  wattled  cotes, 
Oi  sound  of  pastoral  reed  with  oaten  stops, 
Or  whistle  from  the  lodge,  or  vUla^  cock 
Count  the  night  watches  to  his  feathery  dames, 
Twould  be  some  solace  yet,  some  little  cheering. 
In  tlis  close  dungeon  of  innumerous  boughs. 
But  oh,  that  hapless  virgin,  our  lost  sister ! 
■Where  may  she  wander  now  ?  whither  betake  her 
From  the  chill  dew.  amongst  rude  burs  and  thistles? 
Perhaps  some  cold  bank  is  her  bolster  now; 
Or  'goiust  the  rugged  bark  of  some  broad  elm 
Leans  her  -unpiUowed  head,  fraught  with  sad  feara. 
What  if  in  wild  amazement  and  affright? 
Or,  while  we  speak,  within  the  direful  grasp 
Of  savage  liuuger,  or  of  savage  heat? 


Peace,  brother  I  be  not  over-eiquisite 
To  cast  the  fashion  of  uncertain  evUs ; 
For  grant  they  be  so,  while  they  rest  unknown, 
What  need  a  man  forestall  his  date  of  grief^ 
And  run  to  meet  whet  he  would  most  avoid? 
Or  if  they  be  but  false  alarms  of  fear. 
How  hitter  is  such  self-delusion ! 
I  do  not  think  my  sister  so  to  seek. 
Or  so  unprincipled  in  virtue's  book, 
And  the  sweet  peace  tliat  goodness  bosoms  ever, 
As  that  the  single  want  oflight  and  noise 

giiot  being  in  danger,  as  I  trust  she  is  not) 
ould  stir  the  constant  mood  of  her  calm  thoughts. 
And  put  them  into  misbet^oming  plight. 
Virtue  could  see  to  do  what  virtue  would 
By  her  own  radiant  tight,  thoneh  sun  aud  mooa 
Were  in  the  flat  sea  sunk.    And  wisdom's  self 
Oft  seeks  to  sweet  retired  solitude, 
Where,  with  her  best  nurse,  contemplation. 
She  plumes  her  feathers,  and  lets  grow  her  wings, 
That  in  the  various  bustle  of  resort 
Were  all  too  ruffled,  and  sometimes  impaired. 
He  that  has  light  within  his  own  clear  breast 
May  sit  i'  the  centre,  and  enjoy  bright  day; 
But  he  that  hides  a  dark  soul  and  foul  thooghtB, 


Benighted  walks  under  the  middBif  si 
Himgelf  ia  his  own  dungeon. 


Tia  moBt  tnis. 
That  musing  meditation  most  afTects 
The  pensive  secresy  of  desert  cell, 
Far  from  the  cheerful  haunt  of  men  and  herds, 
And  sits  as  safe  as  in  a  senate-house; 
For  who  would  rob  a  hermit  of  his  weeds, 
His  few  books,  or  his  beads,  or  maple  dish, 
Or  do  his  gray  hairs  any  violence  ? 
But  beauty,  like  the  fair  Hesperian  tree 
Laden  wim  blooming  gold,  hath  need  the  guard 
Of  dragon-watch  with  unenohaiited  eye, 
To  save  her  blossoms,  and  defend  her  fruit 
From  tlie  rash  hand  of  bold  incontinence. 
You  may  as  well  spread  out  the  unsunned  haaps 
Of  misers'  treasure  by  an  outlaw's  den, 
And  tell  ine  It  is  safe,  as  hid  me  hope 
Danger  will  wink  on  opportunity, 
And  let  a  single  helpless  maiden  pass 
Uttii^ured  in  this  wild  surrounding  waste. 
Of  night,  or  loneliness,  it  recks  me  not ; 
I  fear  the  dread  events  that  dog  them  both, 
Lest  some  ill-greeting  touch  attempt  the  person 
Of  our  unowned  sister. 


I  do  not,  brother, 
[nfer,  as  if  I  thought  my  sister's  slate 
Becnre  without  all  doubt  or  controversy ; 
Yet,  where  an  equal  poise  of  hope  and  tear 
Does  arbitrate  the  event,  my  nature  is 
That  I  incline  to  hope  rather  than  fear, 
And  gladly  banish  squint  suspicion. 
My  sister  ia  not  so  defenceless  left 
As  you  ima^e :  she  has  a  hidden  strength 
Which  you  remember  not. 


What  hidden  strength. 
Unless  the  strength  of  Heaven,  if  you  mean  that  ? 

ELDER  BBOTHER. 

I  mean  that  too ;  but  yet  a  bidden  strength. 
Which,  if  Heaven  gave  it.  may  be  termed  her  «wn; 
Tia  chastity,  laj  brother,  chastity : 


Slie  that  has  that  ia  clod  in  complete  steel, 

And,  like  a  quivered  nymph  with  arrows  keen, 

May  trace  huge  forests,  and  unharboured  heaths. 

Infamous  liills.  and  sandj  perilous  wilds; 

Wheie,  through  the  sacred  rays  of  chasti^, 

No  savage  fierce,  bandit,  or  mountaineer, 

Will  dare  to  soil  her  virgin  purity: 

Yea  there,  where  very  desolation  dwells. 

By  grots  and  caverns  shagged  with  horrid  shades. 

She  may  pass  on  with  tmblenched  mi^esty, 

Be  it  not  done  in  pride  or  in  presumption. 

Some  say  no  evil  thing  that  walks  by  night. 

In  fog  or  fire,  by  lake  or  moorish  fen, 

Blue  meagre  hag,  or  stuhhorn  unlaid  ghost 

Tbat  breaks  his  magic  chains  at  curfew  time, 

No  gohlin,  or  swart  fairy  of  the  mine, 

Hath  hurtful  power  o'er  true  viivinity. 

Do  ye  believe  me  yet?  or  shall  fcall 

Antiquity  from  the  old  schools  of  Greece 

To  testify  the  arms  of  chaatity? 

Hence  had  the  huntress  Dian  her  dread  bow, 

Fair  silver-shafted  queen,  for  ever  chaste. 

Wherewith  she  tampd  the  hrinded  lioness 

And  spotted  mountain  pard,  but  set  at  nought 

The  Mvoloos  bolt  of  Cupid ;  gods  and  men 

Feared  her  stem  frnwn,  and  she  was  queen  o'  the  woods. 

What  was  that  snaliy  headed  Gorgon  shield 

That  wise  Minerva  wore,  unconquered  vii^in, 

Whei-ewith  she  freezed  her  foes  to  congealed  stone. 

But  rigid  looks  of  chaste  austerity. 

And  noble  grace,  that  dashed  brute  violence 

With  sudden  adoration  and  blank  awe? 

So  dear  to  Heaven  is  saintly  chastity,' 

That  when  a  soul  is  found  sincerely  so, 

A  thousand  liveried  angels  lackey  her, 

Driving  far  off  each  thing  of  sin  and  guilt, 

And,  in  clear  dream,  and  solemn  vision, 

Tell  her  of  things  that  no  gross  ear  can  hear ; 

'  apenwr,  F.  Q.  iiL  8, 39  :— 

"  See  how  Uie  Heavens,  of  vdIddIu?  prace, 
Ajid  eoverei^  fftvoor  towanla  chastity, 
T)o  sDcvonr  send  to  her  diatreE5ed  cdse : 
So  mach  high  God  doth  lUDocence  embrfce."— 77j^cr. 


Till  oft  converse  with  heavenly  habitants 

Begin  to  cast  a  beam  on  the  outward  shape, 

The  unpolluted  temple  of  the  mind,' 

And  turns  it  bv  degrees  to  the  soul's  essence,' 

Till  all  be  made  immortal ;  but  when  lust. 

By  uncha«t«  looks,  loose  gestures,  and  foul  talk, 

But  most  by  lewd  and  lavish  act  of  sin, 

Lets  in  defilement  to  the  inward  parts, 

The  soul  grows  clotted  by  contagion, 

Embodies,  and  embrutes,  till  she  guite  lose 

The  divine  property  of  her  first  being. 

Such  are  those  thick  and  gloomy  shadows  damp 

Oft  seen  in  chamel  vault)  and  sepulchres 

Lingering,  and  sitting  by  a  new-made  grave, 

As  loth  to  leave  the  body  that  it  loved, 

And  linked  itself  by  carnal  sensuality 

To  a  degenerate  and  di       ■  ■    ■ 


How  charming  is  divine  philosophy !' 
Nor  harsh,  and  crabbed,  as  dull  fools  suppose. 
But  musical  as  is  Apollo's  lute, 
And  a  perpetual  feast  of  nectared  sweets, 
Where  no  crude  sm'feit  reigns. 

ELDEB  BROTHER, 

List,  list!  I  hear 
Some  far  ofFhalloo  break  the  silent  air. 


Methought  so  too ;  what  should  it  be  ? 


For  certain 
Either  some  one  like  us  night-foundered  here. 
Or  else  some  neighbour  woodman,  or,  at  worst, 
8oine  roving  robber  calling  to  his  fellows. 


Heaven  keep  my  sister  !     Again,  again,  and  ni 
Best  draw  and  stand  upon  our  guud. 


ITlhaUoo? 

If  he  be  friendly,  he  comes  well;  if  not, 
Defence  is  a  good  cause,  and  Heaven  be  for  us. 


'  MiUon  here  iomewbM  Iwtra.yi  hia  mBteriilist  tendency. 
>  This  alludes  mate  particularl;  to  the  philoBophj  of  Fit 
eiit  h;  the  suniuDe  of  divinf. 


LEi8  Hilton's  postimt.  woreb,  «)0~£1I 

[Thb  ATmniun  Snui  habhcd  like  t  Sh^hnd.] 
Th«  halloo  I  should  know ;  what  are  you  ?    Spest ! 
Come  not  too  near,  you  fall  on  iron  stakes  else. 

What  voice  is  that?    Mj  joimg  lord?    Speak  again. 

SECOND  BROTBBR. 

0  brother  1  tis  my  father's  ehepberd,  sure. 


Thyrsia?  whose  artful  strains'  have  oft  delayed 
The  huddling  brook  to  hear  his  madrigal, 
And  sweetened  erery  musk-rose  of  the  dale. 
How  cam'st  thou  here,  good  swain  ?     Ualh  any  nm 
Slipped  from  the  fold,  or  young  kid  lost  his  dam, 
Or  straggling  welher  the  pent  flock  forsook  ? 
How  coindst  thou  find  this  dark  sequeslered  nook  ? 

O  my  loved  mastet's  heir,  and  hia  next JoyI 
I  came  not  here  on  such  a  trivial  toy 
As  a  strayed  ewe,  or  to  pursue  the  stealth 
Of  pilfering  wolf;  not  all  the  fleecy  wealth 
That  doth  enrich  these  downs,  is  worth  a.  thought 
To  this  my  errand,  and  the  care  it  brought. 
But  oh,  my  virgin  lady  ]  where  is  she  ? 
How  chance  she  is  not  in  your  company? 


To  tell  thee  sadly,'  shepherd,  without  hlame. 
Or  our  neglect,  we  lost  her  as  we  came. 

Ay  me  unhappy !  then  my  fears  are  true. 

What  fears,  good  Thyrsi s  ?     R^thee  briefly  shew- 

m  tell  ye;  'tis  not  vain  or  fabulous 
(Though  so  esteemed  by  shallow  %noranee) 
What  the  sage  poets,  taught  by  the  heavenly  muse. 
Storied  of  old  in  high  immortal  verse, 
Of  dire  chimeras,  and  enchanted  isles. 
And  rifted  rocks  whose  entrance  leads  to  Hell ; 
For  such  there  be ;  but  unbelief  is  blind. 

'  An  elegant  coraplimeDt  to  the  musical  Hbilitiea  of  Mr.  Henn 
Lswea,  fteelebrBt«d  mnsiciui  of  Ihe  time.  Bad  who  probablj  rasuined 
the  two  puis  of  the  genins  of  the  wood  u>d  the  ittendmt  Bpiiit.    Sea 
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Within  the  navel,'  of  this  hideous  wood, 
Immured  in  cypreBB  shades,  a  sorcerer  dwells, 
Of  Bacchus  aad  of  Circe  horn,  great  Comus, 
Deep  skilled  in  all  his  mother's  witcheries ; 
And  here  to  every  thirsty  wanderer. 
By  sly  enticement,  gives  bis  baneful  cup. 
With  many  murmurs  mixed,  whose  p' 
The  visage  quite  transforms  of  him  CL 
And  the  inglorious  liksness  of  a  beast 
Fixes  instead,  unmouldlng  reason's  mintage 
Charactered^  in  the  face ;  this  have  I  learnt 
Tending  my  flocks  hard  by  i'  the  hilly  crofts 
That  brow  this  bottom  glade ;  whence  night  by  n 
He  and  bis  monstrous  rout  are  heard  to  howl 
like  stabled  wolves,  or  tigers  at  their  prey, 
Doing  abborr^  rites  to  Hecate 
In  their  obsciuM  haunts  of  inmost  bowers. 
Yet  have  they  many  baits,  and  guileful  spells 
To  inveigle  and  invite  the  unwary  sense 
Of  them  that  pass  unweeting  by  the  way. 
This  evening  Iat«,  by  then  the  chewing  flocks 
Had  ta'en  their  supper  on  the  savoury  herb 
Of  knot-grass  dew-besprent,'  and  were  in  fold, 
I  sat  loe  down  to  wat<»i  upon  a  bank 
With  ivy  canopied,  and  interwove 
With  flauntii^  honeysuckle,  and  began, 
Wrapt  in  a.  pleasing  fit  of  melancholy. 
To  meditate  my  mral  minstrelsy, 
Till  fancy  had  her  fill ;  but,  ere  a  close, 
The  wonted  roar  was  up  amidst  the  woods. 
And  filled  the  air  with  barbarous  dissonance ; 
At  which  I  ceased,  and  listened  them  a  while. 
Till  an  unusual  stop  of  sudden  silence 
Gave  respite  to  the  drowsy-flighted'  steeds 
1  Depth,  middle, 
s  Bolh  Spenwr  and  Shaiapeare  nee  this  word  with  the  tan 


*  So 'the  commeDlalois  hRT9  rightlf  restored,  iniiteHd  of  "i 
frighted."    MntonbadinriewShBkspeare,  2  Henrj  VI.  »tH, 
"  And  now  load  howling  wolves  arouee  the  jades, 
That  dng  the  tragic  melanchol;  night, 
Who,  wid  their  drows;,  slow,  and  flagging  wings, 
Clip  dead  men'a  gravsa." 
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That  draw  the  litter  of  close<urlained  sleep ; 
At  last  a  soft  Slid  solemn-breathing  sound' 
Rose  like  a  steam  of  rich  dlatLlled  perfumes, 
And  stole  upon  the  air,  t)iat  even  Silence 
Was  took  ere  she  was  ware,  and  wished  she  might 
0«ny  her  nature,  and  be  never  more 
Still  to  be  so  displaced.    I  wks  all  ear, 
And  took  in  Btrams  tliat  might  create  a  soul 
Under  the  ribs  of  deatli :'  but  oh,  ere  long, 
Too  well  I  did  perceive  it  was  the  voice 
■  Of  my  roost  honoured  lady,  your  dear  sister. 
Amazed  I  stood,  harrowed  with  grief  and  fear, 
And  oh,  poor  hapless  nightingale,  thought  I, 
How  sweet  thou  sing'st,  how  near  the  deadly  snare! 
Then  down  the  lawns  I  ran  with  headlong  haste. 
Through  paths  t.id  turnings  often  trod  by  day. 
Till,  guided  by  mine  ear,  1  found  the  place, 
Where  that  damned  wizard,  hid  in  sly  disguise 

£ar  so  by  certain  signs  I  knew),  had  met 
ready,  ere  my  best  speed  could  prevent. 
The  aidless  innocent  ladv,  his  wished  prey, 
Who  gently  asked  if  ha  had  seen  such  two. 
Supposing  him  some  neighbour  villager. 
Longer  I  durst  not  stay,  but  soon  I  guessed 
Ye  were  tie  two  she  meant ;  with  that  I  sprui^ 
Into  swift  fiight,  tiU  I  had  found  you  here. 
But  further  know  I  not. 


O  night  and  shades. 
How  are  Te  joined  with  Hell  in  triple  knot 
Against  the  unarmed  weakness  of  one  virgin 
Alone,  and  helpless  I    Is  this  the  confidence 
You  gave  me,  brother? 


Yes,  and  keep  it  still  i 
Lean  on  it  safely ;  not  a  period 
Shall  be  unsaid  for  me :  against  the  threats 
Of  malice,  or  of  sorcery,  or  that  power 
Which  erring  men  call  chance,  this  I  hold  firm : 

1  See  tbe  beginniDg  of  Twelfth  KiRht. 

*  Tbig  grotenquc  eomparisan  Is  taken  from  one  of  Aleut's  emblems, 
where  i  sool  in  the  figare  of  aa  infant  is  represented  wilhin  the  lilia 


ipo-sis.  coMoa. 

Virtue  may  be  aasaileij,  but  never  hurt,' 

Surprised  bj  unjust  force,  but  not  enthralled ; 

Yea  even  that  which  mischief  meant  most  harm, 

Shall  in  the  happy  trial  prove  most  glorj : 

But  evil  on  itselt  shall  hack  recoil. 

And  mix  no  more  with  goodness ;  when  at  last. 

Gathered  like  scum,  and  settled  to  itself, 

It  shall  be  in  eternal  restless  ohan^, 

8elt-fed,  and  self-consumed :'  if  this  fail, 

The  pillared  firmament'  is  rottenness, 

And  earth's  base  built  on  stubble.     But  come,  let's  i 

Against  the  opposing  will  and  arm  of  Heaven 

May  never  this  just  sword  be  lifted  up  I 

But  for  that  damned  magician,  let  hiin  be  girt 

With  all  the  grirfy  legions  that  troop 

Under  the  Booty  flag  of  Acheron, 

Harpies  and  Hydras,  or  all  the  monstrous  forms 

Twiit  Africa  and  Ind,  I'll  find  him  out, 

And  force  him  to  restore  his  purchase  back. 

Or  drag  him  by  the  curls  to  a  foul  death, 

Cursed  as  Ms  life. 


Alas !  good  venturous  joutli, 
I  love  thy  com'age  yet,  and  hold  emprise; 
But  here  ihy  sword  can  do  thee  little  stead ; 
Far  other  arms,  and  other  weapons,  must 
Be  those  that  quell  the  might  of  helliab  charms : 
He  with  his  bare  wand  can  unthread  thy  joints. 
And  crumble  all  thy  sinews. 


Why  prythee,  shepherd. 
How  durst  thou  then  thyself  approach  so  near. 
As  to  make  this  relation? 

Care  and  utmost  shifts 

How  to  secure  the  lady  from  surprisal, 

I  Milton  seems  to  allude  to  the  famous  answer  of  the  philowpher 
Ui  a  tjTant,  who  thre«toned  him  with  death,  "  Thou  majst  kill  me, 
hul  thou  canst  not  hurt  me."— r*^fl-. 

3  This  image  is  taken  from  ths  cojijestnres  of  astronomers  coucem- 

ilie  sun's  boiiy,  and.afwr  a  while,  disappear  again,  which  the j  suppose 
In  be  the  scum  of  that  fierj  maiter,  which  first  breed*  it,  and  then 
liieoks  through  and  consumes  it. — Wa/burlen. 
'  CC  Paradise  Ke^siued,  ir.  iOS. 


Brought  to  my  mind  a  certain  shepherd  Jad, 

Of  small  regard  to  eee  to,  yet  well  skilled 

In  every  virtuoua  plant  and  heating  herb 

That  spreads  her  Terdant  leaf  to  the  morning  ray : 

He  lOTed  me  well,'  and  oft  would  beg  me  sing. 

Which  when  I  did,  he  on  the  tender  grass 

Would  sit,  and  hearken  even  to  ecstasy. 

And  in  requital  ope  hie  leathern  scrip, 

And  show  me  simples  of  a  thousand  names, 

Telling  their  strange  and  Tigoroua  faculties: 

Amongst  the  rest  a  small  unsightly  root. 

But  ofdivine  eCTect,  he  onUed  me  out ; 

The  leaf  was  darkish,  and  had  prickles  on  it ; 

But  in  another  county,  as  he  said. 

Bore  a  bright  golden  flower,  but  not  in  this  soil :' 

Unknown,  and  like  esteemed,  and  the  dull  swaiii 

Treads  on  it  daily  with  his  clouied  shoon ;' 

And  yet  more  med'einal  is  it  than  that  moly* 

That  Heimea  once  to  wise  Ulyssea  gave; 

He  called  it  htemony,  and  gave  it  me, 

And  bade  me  keep  it  as  of  sovran  use 

'Gainst  all  enchantments,  mildew,  blast,  or  damp. 

Or  ghastly  furies'  apparition. 

I  piu-sed  It  up,  but  little  reckoning  made. 

Till  now  that  this  extremity  compelled : 

But  now  I  find  it  true  ;  for  by  Ihia  means 

I  knew  the  fool  enchanter,  though  disguised. 

Entered  the  veir  lime-twigs  of  his  spells. 

And  vet  came  off:  if  you  have  this  about  you, 

fAs  r  will  givis  you  when  we  go)  you  may 

Boldly  assault  the  necromancer's  hall ; 

Where  if  he  be,  with  dauntless  haiiiihood, 

And  brandished  blade,  lush  on  him ;  break  his  glass. 


Deodati,  vha  tud  heen  bred.  0p  a  pli^oiut.  ■ 

nld  omit  "  not,"  imd  aubstitule  "  light  eMeemed."    But 
HTSB,  "  unknown  and  lilt  eMeemed "  maj  be  takea  at 


u  Newloa  obi 
•  SoiiiSH6aiTVI.aot4,  ao.3.    Cade  Bays  r~ 

"  Wb  will  not  iKive  nne  lord,  one  gentleman  i 
Spare  not,  bat  sacii  aa  go  in  iJcjDt«d  ahoon." 

Odyasej,  ..  861  Bq.    Plinj.  Nat.  Hi«t  hIt.  *. 
"  '-  -^--    "ft  I 
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Thjer  Ibinki  It  wae  lie  herb  called  tpUtnUBrt. 
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And  Bhed  tlic  luscions  liquor  on  the  ground, 
But  seb^  his  wand ;  Chough  he  and  Ids  cursed  ci 
jrierce  sign  of  battle  make,  and  menace  high, 
Or  like  the  sons  oi'  Vulcan  vomit  smoke, 
Yet  will  the;f  soon  retire,  if  he  but  shrink. 


[The  scene. changes  U  a  stBlel;  palnce.  Bet  out  with  all  mmnnn' 
of  deliciouaness ;  soft  music,  tables  spread  iiith  all  dainlies. 
CoHlrs  appear?  witb  his  raLble,  and  Uie  Lads  eet  in  an  eii- 
cb&nted  cbair,  In  whom  be  offets  his  glass,  nbich  alie  pals  bv, 


;  if  I  hut  w 
■e  all  chained  up  ii 
nie,  or,  as  Daphi 
Root-'bound,  that  fled  Apollo. 

Fool :  do  not  boast ; 
Thou  canst  not  toucli  the  freedom  of  mj  mind 
With  all  thy  oharms,  although  this  corporal  rind 
Thou  haet  immauacled,  while  Heaven  sees  good- 
Why  are  you  vexed,  lady?  why  do  you  frown? 
Here  dwell  uo  frowns,  nor  anger;  from  these  gates 
Sorrow  flies  far ;  sea,  here  he  all  the  pleasures 
That  fancy  can  beget  on  youthful  thoughts.' 
When  the  fresh  blood  grows  lively,  and  rettima 
Brisk  as  the  April  buds  in  primrose-season. 
And  first  behold  this  cordial  .julep  here, 
That  flames  and  dances  in  his  crystal  bounds,' 
With  spirits  of  balm  and  fragrant  syrups  mixed. 
Not  that  Nepenthes,'  which  the  wife  of  Thone 
In  Egypt  gave  to  Jove-b^im  Helena, 
la  of  such  power  to  stir  up  joy  as  this. 
To  life  so  friendly,  or  so  cool  to  thirst. 
Why  should  you  be  so  cruel  to  yourself, 

>  An  improyemoiit  on  Borneo  and  Juliet,  act  i.  ec  3. 

>  Prov,  niii-  31 :  "  Look  not  Iboa  to  the  wine  vhen  it  is  red,  nben 
!t  givedi  hia  colour  in  the  cup.  when  it  moveUi  iUtlf  arighL" 

*  See  Fopf's  Odjaae;,  It.  801,  ei).,  and  the  Fasiie  Qoeeo,  It,  3, 43. 


And  to  those  daintj  limbs  which  Nature  lent 
for  gentle  usage,  and  soft  deticac;  ? 
But  you  invert  die  covenants  of  her  trust, 
And  barshlj  deal,  like  an  ill  borrower, 
With  that  which  you  received  on  other  terms, 
Scorning  the  unexemp;:  condldou 
By  which  all  mortal  frailty  must  subast. 
Refreshment  after  toil,  ease  after  pain. 
That  have  been  tired  all  day  without  repaat. 
And  timely  rest  have  wanted;  but,  Mr  virgin, 
This  will  restore  all  Boon, 

Twill  not,  false  traitor !_ 
Twill  not  restore  the  truth  and  honesty 
That  thou  hast  banished  from  thy  tongue  with  lies. 
Was  this  the  cottage,  and  the  aate  abode. 
Thou  lold'st  me  of?     What  grim  aspects  are  these. 
These  ugly-headed  monstera?     Metoy  guard  me ! 
Hence  with  thy  brewed  enchantments,  foul  deceiver! 
Hast  thou  betrayed  my  credulous  innocence 
With  visored  falsehood,  and  base  forgery  ? 
And  wouldst  thou  seek  again  to  trap  me  here 
With  liquorish  baits  fit  to  ensnare  a  bnjte? 
Were  it  a  draught  for  Juno  when  she  banquets, 
I  would  not  taste  thy  treasonous  oiTer ;  none 
But  such  as  are  good  men  can  give  good  things. 
And  that  which  is  not  good,  is  not  delicious 
To  a  well-governed  ana  wise  appetite. 

Oh,  foolishness  of  men !  that  lend  their  ears 
To  those  budge  doctors  of  the  Stoic  fur. 
And  fetch  their  precepts  Irom  the  Cynic  tub, 
Praising  the  lean  and  sallow  abstinence. 
Wherefore  did  Nature  pour  her  bounties  forth 
With  such  a  full  and  unwithdrawing  hand, 
Covering  the  earth  with  odours,  fruits,  and  flocks. 
Thronging  the  seas  with  spawn  innumerable. 
But  all  to  please  and  sate  the  curious  taste? 
And  set  to  work  millions  of  spinning  worms. 
That  in  their  green  shops  weave  the  smooth-haired  silk 
To  deck  her  sons ;  and,  that  no  comer  might 
Be  vacant  of  her  plenty,  in  her  own  loins 
She  hutched  the  ^-worshipped  ore,  and  precious  gems 
To  store  her  children  with :  if  all  lie  world 
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SIiou!d  in  a,  pet  of  temperance  feed  on  pulse, 

Drink  the  clear  stream,  and  nothing  wear  but  frieze, 

The  All-giver  would  be  unlhanked,  would  be  unpraised, 

Not  half  his  riches  known,  and  yet  despised; 

And  we  should  serve  him  as  &  grudging  master. 

As  a  penurious  niggard  of  his  wealth. 

And  Uve  like  Nature's  bastards,  not  her  sons, 

Who  would  be  quite  surcharged  with  her  own  weight, 

And  strangled  with  her  waste  fertility ;  [plumes.' 

The  earth  cumbered,  and  the   winged  air  darked  witli 

The  herds  would  OTer-multitude  their  lords, 

Tbeseao'er&aughtwould  swell,  and  the  unsougbtdiamonds 

Would  80  emblaze  the  forehead  of  the  deep. 

And  so  hestud  with  stars,  that  they  below 

Would  grow  inured  to  light,  and  come  at  last 

To  gaze  upon  the  sun  with  shameless  hrows. 

List,  lady,  be  not  coy,  aad  be  not  cozened 

With  that  same  vaunted  name,  viiginitj. 

Beauty  is  Nature's  coin,  must  not  be  hoarded, 

But  must  be  current ;  and  the  good  thereof 

Consists  in  mutual  and  partaken  bliss. 

Unsavoury  in  the  enjoyment  of  ilseK; 

If  you  let  slip  time,  like  a  neglected  rose 

It  withers  on  the  stalk  with  languished  head* 

Beauty  is  Nature's  brag,  and  must  be  shown 

In  courts,  at  feasts,  ana  high  solemnities. 

Where  most  may  wonder  at  the  workmanship; 

It  is  for  homely  features  to  keep  home,^ 

They  had  their  name  thence ;  coarse  complexios, 

And  cheeks  of  sorry  grain,  will  serve  to  ply 

The  sampler,  and  to  tease  the  housewife's  wooL 

What  need  a  vermeil-tinctured  lip  for  that. 

Love-darting  eyes,  or  tresses  like  the  mom? 

»  The    image  is   taken  from  what  the   ancients   said  of  the  air 
of  the    Dorlhera  islands,  that  it  was  clogged  &nd  darkened  nitli 

3  Spender,  P.  Q.  ii.  13,70:— 


There  was  anather  meaning  in  these  gilts ; 

Think  what,  and  be  advised :  you  are  bnt  young  yet 

X  had  not  thought  to  have  unlocked  my  lips' 

In  this  unhallowed  air,  but  that  this  ju^ler 
Would  think  to  charm  my  j  udgment,  as  mine  eyes. 
Obtruding  false  rules  prankt'  in  reason's  garb. 
I  hate  when  vice  can  bolt'  her  arguments. 
And  virtue  has  no  tongue  to  check  her  pride- 
Impostor,  do  not  ohai'ge  most  innocent  Nature, 
As  if  she  would  her  children  should  be  riotous 
With  her  abundance ;  she,  good  cateresa, 
Means  her  prorision  only  to  the  good. 
That  live  according  to  her  sober  laws. 
And  holy  dictate  of  spare  temperance : 
If  every  just  man,  that  now  pines  with  want. 
Had  but  a  moderate  and  beseeming  share 
Of  that  which  lewdly-pampered  luxury 
Now  heaps  upon  some  few  with  vast  excess, 
Nature'sfull  blessings  would  be  welldi^ensed 
In  unsuperfluous  even  proportion. 
And  she  no  whit  encumbered  with  her  store; 
And  then  the  Giver  would  he  better  thanked, 
Uis  praise  due  paid ;  for  swinish  gluttony 
Ne'er  looks  to  Heaven  amidst  his  gorgeous  ieast, 
£ut  with  besotted  base  ingratitude 
Crams,  and  blasphemes  his  Fe«der.     Shall  I  go  on? 
Or  have  I  said  enough  ?    To  him  that  dares 
Arm  his  profane  tongue  willi  contanptuous  worfs 
Against  the  sun-clad  power  of  chastity, 
Fain  would  I  something  say,  yet  to  what  end  ? 
Thou  hast  nor  ear,  nor  soul,  to  apprehend 


And  serious  doctrine  of  virginity; 

And  thou  ai-t  worthy  that  Uiou  shouldst  not  know 

More  happiness  than  this  thy  present  lot. 

Enjoy  your  dear  wit,  and  gay  rhetoric, 

That  hath  so  weU  been  taught  her  dazzling  fence. 

Thou  art  not  &t  to  hear  thyself  convinced; 

'  The  sii  following  lines  are  apoken  aaide. — S^pmi, 

'  Dedsed,  dreaeed. 

'  Sift,  or  dan,  aim.     Se«  NiwUm. 


I,  Google 


Yet,  should  I  try,  the  uncontrolled  warfh 
Of  this  pure  cause  would  kindle  my  rapt  Lipirita 
To  such  a  flame  of  aaored  vehemence, 
That  dumb  things  would  be  mored  to  sympathize. 
And  the  brute  earth  would  lend  her  nerves,  and  shake. 
Till  all  thy  ma^o  struotures,  reared  so  high, 
Were  shattered  into  heaps  o'er  thy  false  head. 
coHns. 
She  fables  not :  I  feel  that  I  do  fear' 
Her  words  set  off  by  some  superior  power ; 
And  though  not  mortal,  yet  a  cold  shuddering  dew 
Sips  me  sll  o'er,  as  when  the  wrath  of  Jove 
Bpenks  thunder,  and  the  chains  of  Erebus, 
To  soma  of  Saturn's  crew.    I  most  dissemble. 
And  try  her  yet  more  strongly.    Come,  no  more; 
This  is  mere  moral  babble,  and  direct 
Against  the  canon  laws  of  our  foundation ; 
I  must  not  suffer  this,  yet  'tis  but  the  leca 
And  settlings  of  a  melancholy  blood : 
But  this  will  cure  all  straight ;  one  sip  of  this 
Will  bathe  the  drooping  spirits  in  delight 
Beyond  the  bliss  of  dreams.     Be  wise,  and  taste 

[The  £KOTiiEBe  mah  in  irith  awords  drawn,  wrest  his  glass  nut 
at  his  hmd,  sDd  break  it  ngejnst  the  ground :  his  rout  mika 
flign  of  T«istAnce,  but  are  sll  drirea  in.    The  ATTucDAiiT 


What,  have  you  let  the  false  enchanter  'eoape? 
Dh !  ye  mistooic,  ye  should  have  snatched  his  wand 
And  bound  bim  fasC ;  without  his  rod  reversed. 


And  backward  mutters  of  disBevering  power, 
We  cannot  free  the  lady  Ihat  sita  here 
In  stony  fetters  fixed,  and  motionless: 
Yet  stay,  be  not  disturbed;  now  I  bethink  me, 
Some  other  means  I  have  which  may  be  used. 
Which  once  of  Melibisus  old  I  learnt, 
The  soothest  shepherd  that  e'er  piped  on  plains. 
There  is  a  ^ntle  nymph  not  far  from  hence, 
That  with  moist  curb  sways  the  smooth  Severn  stream, 

1  Fechape  it  is  better  to  pat  a  Bemicolon  after  flat,  c 

feel  that  »hf   * '-'^*- "  *-      ' "■' 

alaa  spoken  i 


Sabrina  is  ber  name,  a  Tii^n  pure ; 
Whilorna  she  was  the  dai^hter  of  Locrine,' 
Hint  had  the  sceptre  from  his  father  Brute. 

She,  guiltless  damsel,  fljinf;  the  mad  piusuit 
OF  her  enraged  stepdame  Ouendolen, 
Commended  her  fair  mnocence  to  tbe  flood, 
That  stayed  her  flight  with  his  ciOBS-flowing  course 
The  water  nymphs  that  in  tie  bottom  played, 
Held  up  their  pearled  wrists,  and  took  ner  in, 
Bearing  her  straight  to  aged  Nereus'  hall, 
Who,  piteous  of  our  woes,  reared  her  lauk  head, 
And  gave  her  to  his  daughters  to  emhathe 
In  nectared  lavers  strewed  with  asphodel. 
And  tiTOUgh  the  porch  and  inlet  of  each  senae 
Dropped  in  ambrosial  oils  till  she  reTived, 
And  underwent  s  quick  immortal  change. 
Made  goddess  of  the  river:  still  she  retains 
Her  maiden  gentleness,  and  oft  at  eve 
Visits  the  heids  along  the  twilight  meadows. 
Helping  all  urchin  blasts,  and  ill-luck  signs 
That  the  shrewd  meddhng  elf*  delights  to  make, 
Which  she  with  precious  vialled  liquors  heals; 
For  which  the  shepherds  at  their  festivals 
Carol  her  goodness  loud  in  rustic  lays. 
And  throw  sweet  garland  wreaths  into  her  stream 
Of  pandes,  pinks,  and  gaudy  daffodils. 
And,  as  tbe  old  swain  said,  she  can  unlock 
The  clasping  charm,  and  thaw  tbe  nimibing  spell, 

1  Loeiine.  king  of  the  Briloni.  merried  Gnendolen,  the  danghter 
Corlneiu,  Duke  of  ComwaU  ;  bat  in  secret,  for  fear  of  Coriuei 
ha  loved  Estiildis,  t.  feir  cspUie  irhom  he  had  taken  in  a  battle  wi 
Hnmber,  king  of  tbe  Huna,  and  bad  by  ber  a  daagfaCer  eqaallj  fur. 


allj  fur. 
r,  by  the 


I,  gatherine  an  aimy  of  ber  fBtber'a 

wherein  Locrine,  aboi  with  an  arrow,  ends  hie  life.  Bnt  not  so  ends 
the  fiUT  of  Guendolen,  for  Estrildia  and  her  daughter  Sabra  she 
tbiows  lata  a  river  i  and,  to  leave  a  monumeot  of  revenge,  procUitni 
that  (be  Blream  be  thenceforth  called  after  Che  damsel's  name,  which 
by  length  of  time  is  now  called  Sabriiia  or  Severn.  This  ia  tbe 
aoconnt  given  by  Hilton  biiaaelf  in  Che  first  book  of  his  History  of 
England  ;  bnt  he  here  takes  some  liberties  vrilh  the  atory,  iu  order  to 

l.:-v .V.  .v..__. ,. ^flTjaJe,,. 


^  ioogic 


*.V— ^I.  COMDB. 

IP  she  be  right  invoked  in  wsrbled  song ; 
For  maidenhood  she  loTea,  and  will  be  swift 
To  aid  B,  Tirgin,  such  as  was  kersell, 
In  hard-besetting  need :  this  will  I  tiy, 
And  add  the  power  of  Bome  adjuring  verse 

Sabrina  fair, 

Listen  where  thou  art  Bitting 
Under  the  glaasj,  cool,  translucent  wave. 

In  twisted  braids  of  lilies  knitting 
The  loose  train  of  thy  amber-dropping  hair ; 

Listen  for  dear  honour's  sake. 

Goddess  of  the  silver  luke. 
Listen,  and  save 
listen,  and  appear  to  us, 
In  nuae  of  great  Oceanus ; 
By  the  earth-shaking  Neptune's  mace. 
And  Tethy^  grave  majestic  pace, 
By  hoary  Nereus'  wrinkled  look, 
And  the  Carpathian  wizard's'  hook, 
By  Boaly  Triton's  winding  shell. 
And  old  soothsaying  Olaucus'  spell. 
By  Leucothea's  lovely  hands. 
And  her  eon  that  rules  the  strands. 
By  Thetis'  tinsel-slippered  feet. 
And  the  songs  of  sirens  sweet. 
By  dead  Parthenope's*  dear  tomb, 
And  fair  Ligea's'  golden  comb, 
Wherewith  she  sits  on  diamond  rocks, 
Sleeking  her  soft  alliiriiig  locks; 
By  all  uie  nymphs  that  nightly  dance 
Upon  thy  streams  with  wily  glance, 
Bise,  rise,  and  heave  thy  rosy  head 


[Sabbini  rises,  lUeiided  by  watcr-ajmpbt,  tmd  sin^! 

By  the  rushy'fringed  bank, 
Where  grows  the  wulow  and  the  osier  dauk, 

)  TMs  tomb  wts  at  Naplea. 

■  One  of  the  drsiu,  uid  aUo  ■  aeB-u  jmph. 


Uj  sliding  chariot  bUjs, 

Thicitc  set  with  »gate,  and  the  unre  sheen 

Of  turkis  blue,  and  emerald  green, 

That  in  the  channel  atntys; 
TChllBt  from  ofF  the  waters  fleet 
Thufl  I  set  m J  printlesa  I'eet 
O'er  the  cowBlip's  velvet  head. 

That  bends  not  as  I  tread ; 
Gentle  svain,  at  thy  request 

I  am  here. 

Goddess  dear, 
We  implore  thy  powerful  hand 
To  undo  the  charmed  band 

Of  true  virgin  here  distressed, 

Through  the  force,  and  through  the  vile. 

Of  unblest  enchanter  vile. 

Shepherd,  'tis  my  office  heal 
To  help  ensnarM  coastity  ; 
Brightest  lady,  look  on  me ; 
Thus  I  sprinkle  on  thv  breast 
Drops,  that  from  my  fountain  pure 
I  have  kept,  of  precious  cure ; 
Thrice  upon  thy  finger's  tip. 
Thrice  upon  thy  rubied  lip ; 
Nest  this  marble  venomed  seat, 
Smeared  with  guma  of  glutinous  heat, 
I  touch  with  chaste  palms  moist  and  cold : 
Now  the  spell  hath  lost  hia  hold ; 
And  I  must  haste,  ere  morning  hour, 
To  wait  in  Amphitrite's  bower. 


Virgin,  daughter  of  Locrine, 

Strung  of  old  Anchises'  line,' 
ay  thy  brimmed'  waTes  for  this 
Their  full  tribute  never  miss 

*  For  Locrine  wta  the  son  of  Brntas,  vbo  nu  the  son  of  SOvinE, 

hs  of  Aicuiiiis,  and  AecuuDBofiBDeBa,  the  BO       "      " 
'  i.t.  «welling,  rising  to  ths  brim. 


I'rom  a,  thousand  petty  rills, 
That  tumble  dowu  the  snowy  hills: 
Summer  drouth,  or  sii^d  air, 
Never  scorch  thy  tresses  fair. 
Nor  wet  October's  torrent  flood 
Thy  molten  crystal  fill  with  mud : 
May  thy  billows  roll  ashore 
The  beryl,  and  the  solden  ore ; 
May  tby  lofty  head  be  crowned 
With  many  a  tower  and  terrace  round, 
And  here  and  there  thy  banks  upon' 
With  groves  of  myrrh  and  cinnamon. 

Come,  lady,  while  Heaven  lends  us  grace. 
Let  ua  fly  this  cursed  place. 

With  some  other  new  device. 

Not  a  waste  or  needless  sound 

Till  we  come  to  holier  ground, 

I  shall  be  vour  faithful  unhide 

Through  this  gloomy  covert  wide ; 

And  not  many  furlongs  thence 

Is  vour  fathers  residence. 

Where  this  night  are  met  in  state 

Many  a  friend  to  gratulate 

His  wished  presence,  and,  beside. 

All  the  swains  that  near  abide. 

With  jigs  and  rural  dance  resort ; 

We  shall  catch  them  at  their  sport ; 

And  our  sudden  coming  there 

Will  double  all  their  mirth  and  cheer. 

Gome,  let  us  haste,  the  stars  grow  hi^b. 

But  n^ht  sits  monarch  yet  in  the  mid  sky 

[The  Scene  changes,  presentiog  LndloH  town  and  the  Presi- 
DEiTT's  castle ;  then  come  in  connlrr  dancers ;  tfler  them  the 
ATTiimuii  Sran,  with  the  two  Bboihbbs  and  the  lusi.] 

Back,  shepherds,  back !  enough  your  play, 
TiU  neit  sunshine  hoUday : 
>  Bania  iathe  nominstira  case,  as  hiaS  ■wtain  the  laat  line  bat  one. 
The  aense  a:id  ejntax  of  the  whole  la,  ma^  thy  head  be  crowiied  round 
■bont  with  tirwen,  &c,,  and  here  and  there  [may]  thy  banka  [be 
•.■nwiui]  BpoR  with  groves,  iic^itian^ivTo  m  al  i^fiaL  The 
phiaae  ia  Greek.— Ca/tnn. 


Alt  uitToN's  PosTiou  W0EK3.  wa-rx 

Here  I>e,  without  duck  or  nod. 

Other  trippiugB  to  be  trod 

Of  lighter  toes,  and  such  cotirt  guise 

As  Mercut;  did  fii^  devise. 

With  the  mincing  Dryades, 

On  the  lawns,  and  on  the  leaa.' 

IThii  ucoiid  Song  preaenta  them  to  their  Fkllier  and  Mother.] 

Noble  lord,  and  lady  bright, 

I  haTfl  brought  ye  new  delight ; 
>  Here  behold,  so  goodly  grown, 

Three  fair  brouchea  of  your  own  ; 

Heaven  heth  timely  tried  their  youth, 

Their  faith,  their  patience,  and  their  truth. 

And  Bent  them  here  through  hard  assaya 
With  a  orown  of  deathleaa  praiae, 

To  triumph  in  Tictorious  dance 
O'er  eensual  folly  and  intemperance. 

[The  lUnoea  ended,  the  Spibit  epil(^uu>»«.1 

To  the  ocean  now  I  fly* 
And  thoae  happy  clintes  that  lie 
Where  day  never  shuts  his  eye, 

a  in  the  brood  fields  of  the  sl^: 
ire  I  suck  the  liquid  air 
All  amidat  the  gBirdens  fair 
Of  Hesperus,  and  his  daughters  three. 
That  slug  about  the  golden  tree : 
Along  the  crisped  shades  and  bowers 
EeTela  the  spruce  and  jocund  Spring, 
The  Graces,  and  the  rosy-bosomed  Hours, 
Thitber  all  their  bounties  bring : 
There  eternal  Summer  dwells. 
And  west  winds,  with  musky  wing. 
About  the  cedam  alleys  fling 
Nard  and  cassia's  balmy  smells. 
Iris  there  with  humid  how 
Waters  the  odorous  banks,  that  blow 

>  I'aetnrei,  corn-fieldi. 

»  AparaphcBse  of  Ariel's  60agintha"Tempe»t!"— 
"  Where  the  bee  sncks,  there  lork  1" 

I.  ioogic 


Flowers  of  more  mingled  hue 
'rhftn  her  purfled '  scarf  can  shew, 
And  drenches  with  Elyaian  dew 
iLi'at.  mortals,  if  your  ears  be  true) 
Beds  of  hyacinth  and  roses, 
WhEa«  young  Adonis  oft  reposes, 
Waxing  weE  of  his  deep  wound 
In  slumber  soft,  and  on  the  ground 
Sadly  sits  the  Assyrian  queen ; ' 
But  far  above,  in  spangled  sheen. 
Celestial  Cupid,  her  famed  son,  advanced. 
Holds  his  dear  Psyche  sweet  entranced, 
After  her  wandering  labotuB  long. 
Till  free  consent  the  gods  among 
Make  her  his  eternal  bride. 
And  from  her  fair  unspotted  side 
Two  blissful  twins  are  to  be  bom, 
Youth  aud  Joy ;  so  Jove  hath  sworn. 

But  now  my  task  is  smoothly  done ; 
I  can  fly,  or  I  can  run 
Quickly  to  the  green  earth's  end. 
Where  the  bowed  welkin  slow  doth  bend, 
And  from  thence  can  soar  as  soon 
To  the  comers  of  the  moon. 

Mortals,  that  would  follow  me. 
Love  Virtue ;  she  alone  is  free ; 
She  can  teach  ye  how  to  chmh 
Higher  than  the  sphery  chime; 
Or,  if  Virtue  feeble  were, 
Heaven  itself  would  stoop  to  her* 


*  "  Comns,"  obsOTYKs  HaUam. " was sofEoisnt  to  cnnvince  anyone  of 

partlj  fbrroed  in  a  diflerept  school  from  his  contemporaries.    Many 
of  them  hadprodnned  highly  beautiful  ind  imaginalite  passages;  bnt 


MMB.     Neither  bis  '  Sad  Shepherd.'  nor  the  '  Fiitbfal  ShenherJeaa ' 
of  Fleliher,  have  the  eleRince  or  dignity  of  '  Comos.'    A  noble  yi 


Neither  bis  '  Sad  Shepherd.'  nor  the  '  Fiitbfal  Shepben 

uid  her  young  brotl^er^.  by  whom  this  moai^ue  wee  originally  repre- 
sented, reqoired  »n  elevation,  »  pnrit J,  a  sort  oteeveritj  of  aeniiment 


Ll  Millon. 
irhieh  dramadc  poetry  hi 


S    FOSniUL   WOKKS. 


[Fn  UiiA  mfmodj  the  ftvthor  beirjuls  a  tekmed  friend,  Hr,  Edvud  Eisg. 
who  Tiu  nnfurtunitelT  drowned  in  his  passage  troia  Cheeter  on  the 
Irish  seas,  163T.  snd  bj  occuioii  foiet^  the  ruin  of  onr  canupled 
detgr,  then  in  Uieii  height.] 

Yet  once  more,  O  je  lauTcIs !  and  once  moie 
Ye  myrtles  brown,  with  ivy  never  eere, 
I  come  to  pluck  your  berries  harali  and  cmde. 
And  with  forced  fingers  rude 
Shutter  your  leaves  before  the  mellowing  year. 
Bitter  constraiiit,  and  sad  occasion  dear, 
Compels  me  to  disturb  your  season  due; 
For  Lycidas  is  deed,  dead  ere  bis  prime. 
Young  Lycidas,  andhadi  not  left  his  peer: 
Who  would  not  sing  for  Lycidas?     He  knew 
Himself  to  ang,  and  build  the  lofty  rhyme. 
He  must  not  float  upon  his  watery  bier 
Unwept,  and  welter  to  the  parching  wind. 
Without  the  meed  of  some  melodious  tear. 

wont  to  mingle  with  its  serions  strain,  Bnt  Ha  this  hs  w«  compeD- 
sated  bf  the  brightest  hues  of  fkncj,  end  Iha  sweetest  melody  of  long. 
In  '  Comas '  wa  find  nothing  prosslo  or  feeble,  no  tslse  t«ste  in  the 
iniudents,  and  not  mneh  in  the  langnsge,  nothing  over  which  wa 
■hoold  desii-e  topsss  on  a  second  penisid.  The  want  of  what  we  ms; 
call  pereonilit;,  none  of  tha  cheraclerB  having  names,  sicept  Comas 
himself,  who  ia  a  var;  indefinite  being,  and  the  abseooe  of  sU  poaitin 
attribntei  of  time  and  place,  enhance  the  idealiCr  of  the  ficdon  I7  a 
sert^n  indistiactuass  not  nnpleseing  to  the  imagination." 

'  "  It  has  baan  said,  I  think  verj  fairly,  that  Lyddaa  is  a  good  teat 
of  real  feeling  for  what  is  peculiarly  called  poetry.  Many,  or  parhapi 
ve  might  say  most  readera,  do  not  Caate  its  eiGellence ;  nor  does  it 
follow  that  -they  may  not  greatly  admire  Pope  and  Drydan,  or  eTen 
VirgU  and  Homer.  It  is,  howerer,  somewhat  renurkablu,  that  John- 
son, who  has  committed  his  critical  repatalion  by  the  most  conlemp- 
taouH  depreciatica  of  this  poem,  bad,  in  an  earner  part  of  his  liu, 
selected  the  tenth  Eclogue  of  Virgil  for  peculiar  praise;  the  tastb 
J^clogaa,  which,  beaatiful  as  it  is,  belongs  to  the  same  glau  ef  paatonl 


Begin  then,  sistera,  of  the  sacred  well,* 
That  from  beneath  the  seat  of  Jove  doth  epriag ; 
Begin,  and  somewhat  loudly  sweep  the  stnng. 
Hence  with  denial  vain,  and  coy  excuse, 
So  may  some  gentle  muse 
With  iuclcy  words  favour  mj  destined  um. 
And,  as  be*  posses,  turn 
And  bid  fair  peace  he  to  my  sable  shroud: 
For  we  were  nursed  upon  Ihe  self-same  hill. 
Fed  the  same  floclc  h;  fountain,  shade,  and  rilL 

Together  both,  ere  the  high  lawns  appeared 
Under  the  opening  eyelids  of  the  mom, 
We  drove  afield,  and  both  together  heard 
What  time  the  gray  fly  winds  her  eultry  hom. 
Battening  our  nocks  with  the  &csh  dews  of  n^ht. 
Oft  till  the  star  that  rose,  at  evening,  bright, 
Toward  Heaven's  descent  had  sloped  his  westering'  wheel 
MeanwhOe  the  rural  ditties  were  not  mute. 
Tempered  to  the  oaten  flute ; 
Bough  satyrs  danced,  and  fauns  with  cloven  heel 
From  the  glad  sound  would  not  be  absent  lon^ 
And  old  Dameetas'  loved  to  hear  our  song. 

But  oh,  the  heavy  change,  now  thou  art  gone. 
Now  thou  art  gone,  and  never  must  return  I 
Tliee,  shepherd,  thee  the  woods,  and  desert  caves 
With  wild  thyme  and  the  gadding  vine  o'ergrown. 
And  all  their  echoes  mourn. 
The  willows,  and  the  hazel  copses  green, 

and  pi^raooal  ollei^r^,  and  requireg  Ihe  same  Baoriflce  of  reasoauis 
critiuieiD,  as  the  Ljcidas  ilself.  In  the  age  of  Miltsn,  the  poetic^ 
woili  had  heen  accnatomed  b;  the  Il^&n  and  Spanish  writei?  to  ■ 
more  abundant  qbb  o£  allegory  than  has  been  pie  aaioE  to  their  poa. 
terity^  bnt  Ljcidaa  is  not  so  much  in  the  natnre  of  an  allegory  aa  of  a 
maaqna ;  the  oharaclera  paaa  before  onr  ejts  in  imagination,  aa  on  the 
atage ;  thej  are  ehiedj  mTtholo^cal,  bnt  not  creatjona  of  the  poet. 
Oni  STmpathjwith  the  fbte  of  Lycidaa  maj  not  be  macb  stranger 
than  (or  the  deaertion  ol  Galloa  by  his  mietrees;  but  many  poema 
will  yield  an  eiquisite  pleaaure  to  the  imagination  that  prodace  no 
emotion  in  the  heait ;  or  none  at  least,  except  thrangh  asaooiationa 
independent  of  the  anbjeot."~£ii/fa«. 

1  Fountain. 

<  So  the  mu«e  ia  made  mainUint  in  Samson  Agonialee.  ler.  079. 

^  Dnving  towarda  the  weat. 

4  He  probably  means  Di.  William  Chappal.  who  had  been  tutor  tc 
tuaa  both,  and  aflerwaida  became  Bishop  of  Cork  and  Bou. 


ShiJl  DOW  no  more  be  Been, 

running  their  joyous  leaves  to  thy  soft  lays. 

As  killing  as  the  canker  to  the  rose, 

Or  taint-worm  to  the  weauling  herda  that  graze. 

Or  froet  to  flowers,  that  their  gay  wardrobe  wear, 

When  flrat  the  white-thom  blows ; 

Such,  Lycidas,  thy  loss  to  shepherds'  ear. 

Where  were  ye,  nymphs,  when  the  remorseless  deep 
Closed  o'er  tbenead  of  your  loved  Lyoidaa? 
For  neither  were  ye  playing  on  the  steep. 
Where  your  old  bards,  the  tamoiis  Druids,  lie; 
Nor  on  the  shaggy  top  of  Mona'  hi^h, 
Nor  yet  where  Deta'  spreads  her  wiJsard  stream : 
Ay  me !  I  fondly  dream 

Had  ye  been  there,  for  what  could  that  have  done? 
What  could  the  muse  herself  that  Orpheus  bore. 
The  mut*  herself  for  her  enchanting  Bon, 
Whom  universal  nature  did  lament. 
When  by  the  rout  that  made  the  hideous  roar, 
His  gory  visajre  down  the  stream  was  sent, 
Down  the  swift  Hebrus  to  the  Lesbian  shore? 

Alas !  what  boots  it  with  incessant  care 
To  tend  the  homely  alighted  shepberd'a  trade, 
And  strictly  meditate  the  thankless  muse? 
Were  it  not  better  done  as  others  use. 
To  sport  with  Amaryllis  in  the  abode, 
Or  with  the  (angles  of  Nenn's  hair? 
Fame  ia  the  spur  that  the  clear  spirit  doth  raise 
(That  last  infirmity  of  noble  mind) 
To  scorn  delights,  and  live  laborious  days. 
But  the  fair  guerdon  when  we  hope  to  find, 
And  think  to  burst  out  into  sudden  blaze. 
Cornea  the  blind  fury  with  the  abhorred  eiieara. 
And  slits  the  tbin-snua  life.    "  But  not  the  praise,' 
FboobuB  replied,  and  touched  my  trembling  ears ; 
"  Fame  ia  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil, 
Nor  in  the  glistering  foil 
Set  o£f  to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  rumour  lies, 
But  lives  and  spreads  aloft  by  those  pure  eyes,  ' 
And  perfect  witness  of  «ll-judgin(  ' 


supposed  to  meaa  £»iiu 


O  fountain  Arethuse,'  and  thou  honoured  flood, 

Bmooth-slidiug  Mincius,  crowned  with  vocal  reeds, 

TbKt  strain  I  heard  was  of  a  higher  mood : 

But  now  my  oat  proceeds, 

And  listene  to  the  herald  of  the  sea 

That  came  in  Neptune's  plea ; 

He  asked  the  waves,  ana  asked  the  felon  winds, 

What  hard  mishap  had  doomed  this  gentle  swain? 

And  questioaed  every  gust  of  nigged  wings, 

That  blows  from  off  each  heaked  promontory: 

They  knew  not  of  his  etorj. 

And  sage  Hippotades'  their  answer  brings. 

That  not  a  blast  was  firom  his  dungeon  strayed. 

The  air  was  calm,  and  on  the  level  brine 

Sleek  Panope  with  all  her  sisters  played. 

It  was  that  fatal  and  perfidious  bark 

Built  in  the  eclipse,  and  rigged  with  curses  dark. 

That  sunk  so  low  that  sacred  bead  of  thine. 
Next  Camus,'  reverend  siie,  went  footing  alow, 

Hie  mantle  haiiy,  and  his  bonnet  sedge. 

Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and  on  the  edge. 

Like  to  that  sanguine  flower  inscribed  with  woe.* 

"  Ah !  who  hath  reft,"  quoth  he,  "  my  dearest  pledge  ?  ' 

Last  came,  and  last  did  go, 

The  pilot  of  the  Galilean  lake,"        • 

I  Now  Plicebna,irhosB  atrBinwtta  of  »  Mgher  mood,  hta  done  speok- 
ing,  he  inrokes  the /outiiain  JrilhTue  of  Sicily,  the  oonnlrj  of  Theocrl. 
lUB,  and  Mincitu,  the  river  of  Uutaa,  Virgil's  conntiy,  in  complicQeot 
to  Uioee  poets. 

1  .folns,  tbe  eon  of  Hippotoa. 

)  The  Cam,  the  river  of  Cambridge. 

*  Heuimg  the  hyaciiith,  the  teavea  of  vhiiib  vers  mppoaed  to  be 
nurked  wilh  Iha  moomfnl  letters  At,  At.     Cf.  Ovid,  Met.  i.  210  aqq. 

t  "  Tbe  introdnction  of  St.  Peler  after  the  ^uloas  deities  of  tbe 
■ea,  baa  nipeared  an  jncongmity  deserving  of  censure  to  some  ad- 
mire™ of  tbis  poem.  It  would  ba  very  relnctaatly  list  we  oonld 
abandon  to  this  criticism  the  most  aplecdid  paasage  it  preaenla.  Bat 
the  cenaore  rests,  aa  1  think, on  too  narrow  a  principle.  In  narrative 
or  dramatic  poetry,  where  Bometbing  like  illusion  or  momsntary 
belief  is  to  be  prodnced,  the  mind  requires  an  objective  possibility,  a 
capacity  of  real  eiiBlonce,  not  only  in  all  the  separate  portiona  of  ^e 
imagined  atoiy.  bat  !□  their  coherency  and  relation  to  a  coEamcn 
whole.  Whatever  is  obviously  ineongmons,  whatever  ahocks  nnr 
preiions  knowledge  of  poseibiliCy.  destroys,  to  a  certain  eiteat.  that 
acqnieacence  in  the  fiction  which  it  ia  the  Une  business  of  the  flotion 
to  produce.  Bat  tbe  case  ia  not  the  same  in  such  poems  as  Lycidas. 
Tbej  pretend  lo  no  credibility,  they  aim  at  no  illaaion,  they  are  read 
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Two  mass;  hevs  he  bore,  of  metals  twtuD 

(Tbe  golden  opes,  the  iron  sfauts  amain). 

He  shook  his  mitred  locks,  and  stem  bespoke : 

"  How  well  could  I  have  spared  for  Ihee,  joimg  Bwain, 

Enow  of  such  as  for  tlieir  bellies'  sake 

Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold  1 

Of  other  care  the;  little  reckoning  make. 

Than  how  to  scramble  at  the  shearer's  ftast, 

And  shove  away  the  worthj  bidden  guest ; 

Blind  mouths  1  that  scarce  themselves  know  how  to  hold 

A  sheep-hook,  or  have  learned  ai^bt  else  the  least 

That  to  the  faithful  herdsman's  art  belongs ! 

What  recks  it  them  ?    What  need  thej?   They  are  sped  i 

And  when  they  list,  Qieir  lean  and  fls^y  songs 

Grate  on  their  scrannel '  pipes  of  wretched  straw ; 

The  hungry  sheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed, 

Sut  swollen  with  wind,  and  the  rank  mist  they  draw, 

Bot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  spread : 

Besides  what  the  grim  wolf  with  privy  paw 

Daily  deTOurs  apace,  and  nothing  said. 

But  that  two-banded  engine  at  the  door 

Stands  ready  to  smile  once,  and  Bmite  no  more." 

Betum,  Alpheus,  the  dread  voice  is  past. 
That  shrunk  thy  Btreams ;  return  Sicilian  muse, 
And  call  the  vales,  and  bid  them  hither  cast 
Their  betls  and  flowerets  of  a  thousand  hues 
Ye  valleys  low,  where  the  mild  whispers  use 
Of  shades,  and  iranton  winds,  and  gushing  brooks, 
On  whose  fresh  lap  the  swart  star  sparely  looks. 
Throw  hither  all  your  quaint  enamelled  eyes, 
That  on  the  green  turf  suck  the  honeyed  showers. 
And  purple  &l\  the  ground  with  vernal  flowers. 
Bring  the  rathe  primrose  that  forsaken  dies, 
The  tufled  crow-toe.  and  pale  jeesamine, 
The  white  pink,  and  the  pansy  freaked  with  jet, 
The  glowing  violet, 


'ilhoot 

ilogicaJ  persoD- 

B  in  aJle^ry.  that  do  one,  probably,  in  Milton's  ago,  wouM  have 
D  Btnick  by  the  objection. " — Hixiiam. 
Finbabl}  equivaleai  to  the  Latin  "  atridens,"  cieakiDg,  pierciiig. 
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The  mnek-roae,  and  the  wBli^attired  woodbine, 
With  cowsiipa  wan  Uiat  hang  ihe  penaJve  head, 
And  every  flower  that  sad  embroidery  wears : 
Bid  omaranthuB  all  bia  benuty  shed, 
And  dAffodillies  fill  their  caps  with  tears, 
To  Btrow  the  laureate  heai-w;  where  Lycid  lies. 
For  so  to  interpose  a  little  ease, 
Let  our  frail  tttoughta  dally  with  falBe  surmise. 
Ay  me !  whilst  thee  the  shores  and  sounding  aeas 
Wash  far  away,  where  era  thy  bones  are  hurled. 
Whether  beyond  the  stormy  Hebrides, 
Where  thou,  perhaps,  under  the  whelming  tide 
Viait'st  Ihe  bottom  of  the  monstrous  world ; 
Or  whether  thou  to  our  moist  tows  denied, 
Sleep'st  by  the  fable  of  Bellenia'  old. 
Where  the  great  vision  of  the  guarded  mount 
Looks  toward  Namancos  and  Bayona's'  hold ; 
Look  homeward,  angel  now,  and  melt  with  ruth;' 
And,  0  ye  dolphins,'  wart  the  hapless  youth. 

Weep  no  more,  woeful  sbephems,  weep  no  more. 
For  Lycidas  your  sorrow  ie  not  dead. 
Bunk  though  he  be  beneath  the  wateir  floor ; 
So  rinks  the  day-star  in  the  ocean  bed. 
And  yet  anon  repairs  his  droopng  head. 
And  tncks  his  beams,  and  with  new-spangled  ore 
Flames  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  s^ ; 
So  Lycidas  sunk  low,  but  mounted  high, 
Through  the  dear  might  of  him  that  walked  the  waves, 
Where  other  groves  and  other  streams  along, 
With  nectar  pure  his  oo/.j  locks  he  laves. 
And  hears  the  unexpressive  nuptial  song. 
In  the  blest  kingdoms  meek  of  joy  and  love. 
There  entertain  him  all  the  saints  above, 
In  solemn  troops,  and  sweet  societies. 
That  sing,  and  singing  in  their  glory  move. 
And  wipe  the  tears  for  ever  &om  his  eyes. 

'  Probably  BeHeme,  one  of  the  Comiflh  giants,  fkbDlonslj  anp- 
posed  to  dwell  M  the  Land's  End. 

'  A  wftlch-tower  and  lighthonae  formerly  stood  on  Iha  promontory 
called  Uie  Land's  End,  and  looked,  as  Oroeius  sajs,  tovaida  another 
high  tower  at  Brwaniia  in  Gillioia,  and  conaeqaandj  towarda  Ban- 
mo'.  ffoU.— NiiBlon. 

»Pity. 
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Henceforth  thou  art  tile  geniuB  of  the  shore, 
In  tliy  l&rge  recompense,  snd  shalt  be  good 
To  all  that  wander  in  that  perilous  flood. 

Thus  Bsjig  the  uncouth  swain  to  the  oaks  and  rilla, 
While  the  still  mom  went  out  with  sandals  graj , 
He  touched  the  tender  stops  of  various  quills. 
With  eager  thoi^ht  warbling  his  Doric  lay : 
And  now  the  sun  had  stretehed  out  all  the  hills. 
And  DOW  was  dropped  into  the  western  hav ; 
At  last  ha  rose,  and  twitched  his  mantle  blue . 
To  monow  to  fresh  woods,  and  pastures  new- 


THE  FIFTH  ODE  OF  HORACE,  Lm.  I. 

["QniB  malta  gracilis  te  poer  in  losa,"  rendered  a] 


What  slender  youth,  bedewed  with  liquid  odours. 
Courts  thee  on  roses  in  some  pleasant  cave, 

Pyrrba  ?    For  whom  bind'st  thou 

In  wreaths  thy  golden  hair. 
Plain  in  thy  neatness  ?    Oh,  how  oft  shall  he 
On  faith  and  changed  gods  complain,  and  seas 

Eough  with  black  winds  and  storms 

Unwonted  shall  admire  I 
Who  now  enjoys  thee  credulous,  all  gold; 
Who  always  vacant,  always  amiable, 

Hopes  thee,  of  flattering  gales 

Unmindful.    Hapless  they 
To  whom  thou  trntried  seem'st  fair.    Me  in  my  vowed 
Picture  the  sacred  nail  declares  to  have  hui^ 

My  dank  and  dropping  weeda 

To  Uie  etem  god  of  sea. 
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AD  PTRBHAM.  ODE  V. 

Horatini  ex  Pjnhee  illecebiis  Unqnam  i  naoftigio  enHtaTerat,  mia* 
uuoFe  inetit'>s,  yEimat  ease  mUeroB. 

Qms  multa  gracilis  te  puer  in  rosa 
PeriiiBua  liquidis  urget  odoribus, 

Orato,  Pyirha,  aub  antro? 

Cui  flavam  leligas  comam 
Simplex  mundttiiB  ?  heu  quoties  fidem 
Mutatosqiie  deos  flebit,  et  aspera 

Nigria  aquora  voutis 

Kmiiabitur  insolens ! 
Qui  nunc  te  fruitur  oredulus  aurea. 
Qui  eemper  vacuam  semper  amabilem 

Spei-at,  neacius  eur» 

Fallacis.     Hiseri  quibns 
lotentata  nites.    Me  tabula  sacer 
VotiTa  paries  isdicat  uiida 

Saspeudisse  potenti 

Vestimenta  maria  Deo. 

XK. 

ON  THE  NEW  F0RCEE8  OF  CONSCIENCB  UNDER 
THE  LONG  PASLUUENT. 

Becaubs  ;ou  have  tbrown  off  joar  prelate  lord, 
And  with  atilf  towb  reaoimced  his  liturgy, 
To  seize  the  widowed  whore  Plurality 
From  them  whose  sin  je  envied,  not  abhorred. 

Dare  ye  for  this  adjure  the  civil  aword 
To  force  our  eon'scienees  that  Christ  set  free, 
And  ride  us  with  a  classic  hierarchy 
Taught  ye  by  mere  A.  S.  and  Eotherford  ? 

Men  wboae  life,  learning,  faith,  and  pure  intent 
Would  have  been  held  in  high  esteem  with  PanI, 
Must  now  be  named  and  printed  heretics 

By  shallow  Bdwards'  and  Scotch  what  d'ye  call:' 

1  The  author  of  tha  Gmgraw  (pnhliehed  in  lfl4e),or  "aCUalogna 
and  DiKoverj-  of  many  of  the  errora.  heresies,  and  bluphemiSB,  a    ' 
rnioioue  pmcticea  of  the  Si    '■"""■■"  " ...—.. 


pemiciaua  pmcticea  of  the  seetanes  of  thig  Oi 
En"Und  in  these  fbnr  last  years."— r*jfr. 
1  Posaiblf  Ihe  fiicous  Aleiander  Hendersi 


laiblf  Ihe  fa 
■  Scotch 
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But  we  do  hope  to  find  out  all  tout  tricks. 
Your  plots  wid  packing  worse  than  those  of  TrPnt, 
That  so  the  Pariiameut 
May.  wilh  (beir  nholesome  and  preventive  shears, 
Clip  your  phylacteries,  though  bauk  your  ears,' 

And  succour  our  just  fears, 
When  they  shall  rfad  tliis  clearly  in  your  chaise, 
New  Presbyter  is  but  Old  Priest  writ  large. 

to  hnyi-  Ki-  CI 
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TO  THE  HIQHTINQA.LB, 

O  NiQHTiNoiLE,  fliat  on  yon  bloomy  spray 
Warblest  tit  eve,  when  all  the  woods  are  still, 
Thou  with  fresh  hope  the  lover's  heart  dost  fill, 
While  the  jolly  hovira  lead  on  propitious  May. 

Thy  liquid  notes  that  close  the  eye  of  day. 
First  heard  before  the  shallow  cuckoo's  bill, 
Portend  success  in  love ;  oh,  if  Jove's  wiH 
Hsve  linked  that  amorous  power  to  thy  soft  lay. 

Now  timely  sing,  ere  the  rude  bird  of  hate 
Foretell  my  hopeless  doom  in  some  grove  nigh ; 
As  though  &om  year  to  year  hast  sung  too  late 

For  my  rehef,  yet  hadst  no  reason  why : 
Wbetber  the  Muse,  or  Love,  call  thee  his  mate. 
Both  them  I  serve,  and  of  their  train  am  L 

n. 

DoNHA  leggiadrti  il  cui  bel  noma  honora 
L'herbosa  val  di  Bheno,  e  il  uobQ  varco, 
Bene  e  colui  d'  ogni  valore  scoroo 
Qual  tuo  epirto  gentil  non  innamora, 

Che  dolcemento  moatra  si  di  fuora 
De  sui  atti  soavi  giamai  parco, 
E  i  don',  che  son  d'amor  saette  ed  arco, 
La  onde  1'  alta  tua  virtu  s'  infiora, 

Quando  tu  vaga  parli,  o  lieta  canti 
Che  mover  possa  duro  alpestre  legno. 
Guard!  oiascun  a  gli  ooohi,  ed  a  gli  oiecohi 

I.  ioogic 


L'entnita,  chi  di  te  hi  truoTs  indegno; 
Or&zia  eoU  di  bu  gli  vaglio,  iiianli 
Che  1  dJEiio  amoroao  al  cuor  b'  mveccbi 

in. 

QuAL  in  eoUe  BSpro,  al  imbniuir  di  sera 
L'  STezza  gioTinetta  paatorella 
Va  bagnondo  I'herbetta  sLrana  e  bella 
Che  mal  ai  Epande  a,  disusata  Bpera 

FuoT  di  sua  natia  alma  primaTero, 
Goei  Amor  meco  insu  la  lingua  sneUa 
Desta  il  fior  novo  di  atrania  favella, 
Uentre  to  di  te,  vezzoeamente  altera, 

Canto,  dal  mio  buon  popol  non  inteso, 
E 1  bel  Tamigi  cangio  col  bel  Amo. 
Atnor  lo  volse,  ed  io  a  1'  allrui  peso 

8e^>  cb'  Amor  cosa  mai  volse  iudarao. 
Deh  1  fosa'  11  mio  cuor  lento  e  '1  dura  senc 
A  cbi  piiuita  dal  ciel  ai  buon  terreno. 


CANZONE. 
RnroHBi  Sanae  e  gioTani  amorosi 
M' accoatandoei  attoruo,  e  percbe  scrivi, 
Perche  tu  Bcrivi  in  lingua  ignota  e  atrana 
Vereegglando  d'  amor,  e  come  t'  oai  ? 
Dinne,  ae  la  tua  epeme  sia  mai  ?aua, 
£  de  pensieri  lo  mu'Iioi  f  arrivi ; 
Coai  mi  van  hurlando,  altri  rivi 
Altri  lidi  t'  a^ettan,  et  altre  oude 
Nelle  cui  vercti  eponde 
Spuntati  ad  hor,  ad  bor  a  la  tua  cbioma 
17 immortal  guiderdon  d'etema  frondi; 
Perche  alle  spalls  tue  aoverchia  soma? 
Canzon  dirotti,  b  tu  per  me  riapondi 
Dice  mia  Donna,  e  'I  mio  dir,  e  il  roio  cuore 
Questa  e  lingua  di  cui  ai  vanta  Amore. 

IV. 
DioDATi,  e  te  1  du:6  con  maraviglia. 
Quel  ritroBO  io  ch'  amor  spreggiar  Bol6a 
E  de  eiioi  lacci  spesao  mi  li^ 
Qia  oaddi,  ov'  hnom  dabben  talhca  s'  imp^Iis 


^.iooglc 


Ne  treccie  d'oro,  ne  guancia  TermiKlia 
M'  abbaglian  d,  ma  eotto  nova  iden 
Pellegriua  bellezza  cbe'l  cuar  bes, 
PorUunend  alti  bonesti,  e  nelle  ciglia 

Quel  eereno  fulgor  d'amabil  nero. 
Parole  adome  di  lingua  piu  d'  una, 
£  '1  cantai  che  di  mezzo  1'  hemispera 

Traviar  ben  puo  la  faticosa  Luna, 

£  degli  occbi  Buoi  aureuta  si  gran  fuoco 
Cbe  r  incerar  gii  oreccbi  mi  fia  poco. 


Pek  certo  i  bei  vostr'  occbi,  Donna  mia 
Essei  non  puo  cbe  non  aian  lo  mio  sole 
Bi  mi  percuoton  forte,  come  ei  Buole 
Per  1  arane  di  Libia  cbi  s'  in-via, 

Mentre  un  caldo  vapor  (ne  aenti  pria) 
Da  quel  lato  si  spings  ove  mi  duole, 
Cbe  ibrse  amend  nelle  lor  parole 
Chiaman  sospir;  io  non  so  cbe  ei  sla: 

Parle  rincbiusa,  e  turbida  si  cela 

Scosso  mi  11  petto,  c  poi  n'uscendo  poco 
Quivi  d'  attomo  o  B'agghiaccia,  o  s'  ingiela. 

Ma  quanto  a  gli  occbi  giunge  a  trovar  looo 
Tutte  le  notti  a  me  suol  far  piovose 
Finche  mia  Alba  riviencolmadi  rose.' 

OioTANx  piano,  e  eemplicetto  amante, 
Poi  cbe  fuggir  me  stOBso  in  dubbio  sono. 
Madonna  a  Toi  del  mio  cuor  1'  bnmll  dono 
Faro  divoto;  io  certo  a  prove  tante 

L'hebbi  fedele,  intrepido,  costante, 

De  pensderi  leggiaoro,  accorto,  e  buono ; 
Quando  rugge  U  gran  mondo,  e  scocoa  il  tuono, 
S'arma  di  Be,  e  d'lntero  diamante; 

Tanto  del  lorse,  e  d'  invidia  aicuro, 
Di  timori,  e  speranzB  al  popol  use 
Quanto  d'  ingegno,  e  d'  alto  valor  vago, 
£  di  cetra  Bonora,  e  deUe  muse : 
Sol  troverete  in  tal  parte  men  duro 

Ove  Amor  mise  I'insanabil  ago. 
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mLTOH'B  POKTKUI.  nOKRS. 


ON  HIS  BEIKQ  ABBIVED  AT  TEB  AOB  OF 
TWENTT-THEEE.l 

How  Boon  hath  Time,  the  subtle  thief  of  youth, 
Stolen  on  his  wing  m;  three-and-twe&tietk  jearl 
M;  hastiDg  dajs  flj  on  with  full  career, 
Sut  my  la.te  spring  no  bud  or  blosaom.  shew'lh. 

Perhaps  my  Bemblance  might  deceive  the  truth. 
That  I  to  manhood  am  arrived  bo  near, 
And  inward  ripeneea  doth  much  less  appear. 
That  some  more  timely-happy  spirits  endu'tfa. 

Tet  be  it  leea  or  more,  or  soon  or  alowv 
It  shall  be  still  in  Btiictest  mettsure  even 
To  that  same  lot,  however  mean  or  h^, 

Toward  which  Time  leads  me,  and  the  will,  of  Ueaveu ; 
All  is,  if  I  have  grace  to  lue  it  bo, 
As  ever  in  my  great  Taak-Master'a  ^e. 


vin. 

WHEK  THE  ASSAULT  WAS  INTENDED  TO  THE  CITY. 

Captain  or  colonel,  or  knight  in  arms, 

Whose  chance  on  these  defenceless  doors  may  seize. 

If  deed  of  honour  did  thee  ever  please. 

Guard  them,  and  him  within  protect  from  haims. 

Be  can  requite  thee,  for  he  knows  the  charms 
That  cbU  feme  on  such  gentle  acts  as  these. 
And  he  can  spread  thy  name  o'er  lands  and  seas, 
Whatever  clime  the  suu'a  bright  circle  wanne. 

Lift  not  thy  spear  against  the  Muses'  bower : 
The  great  Emathian  conqueror'  bid  spare 
The  house  of  Pindarua,  when  temple  and  tower 

Went  to  the  ground ;  and  the  repeated  air 
Of  sad  Electra's  poet'  had  the  power 
To  save  the  Athenian  w^ls  from  ruin  bare. 

1  Written  in  1S31.  '  Alexander  the  Orest 

'  Sophocles.  It  l9  Gsld  that  the  repetition  of  sonie  Terses  from  hi> 
"Electta"  inspired  the  Athenians  to  resist  an  attempt  made  byLjam- 
der  to  change  Ihe  governmant,  reduce  the  Aiheniui*  to  alaier;,  and 


TO  A.  VIKTTJOTJS  TOONO  LADT. 

Ladt,  tbat  in  the  prime  of  earliest  youth 
Wisely  hast  ehimiied  the  broad  way  and  the  green. 
And  with  those  few  art  eminently  seen, 
That  labour  up  the  hill  of  heavenly  truth. 

The  better  part  with  Uary  and  with  Buth 
Chosen  tnou  hast ;  and  they  that  overween, 
And  at  their  growiog  virtuee  fret  their  apleeo. 
No  anger  find  in  thee,  but  pity  and  rulk 

Thy  care  is  fixed,  «nd  zealously  attends 
To  fill  tiiy  odorous  lamp  with  deeda  of  light. 
And  hope  that  reaps  not  ahame.    Therefore  be  sure 

Thou,  when  the  bridegroom  with  his  feastfiil  IHends 
Passes  tfl  bliss  at  the  mid  hour  of  night. 
Hath  gained  thy  entrance,  virgin  wise  and  pure. 


TO  THE  LArT  MARGARET  LET. 

DioOHTBB  to  that  good  esrl,'  once  President 
Of  England's  Council,  and  her  Treasury, 
"Who  lived  in  both,  unstained  with  gold  or  fee. 
And  left  them  both,  more  in  himself  content. 

Till  sad  the  breaking  of  that  Parliament 
Broke  him,  as  that  dishonest  victory 
At  Chffironea,  fatal  to  liberty, 
Killed  with  report  that  old  man  eloquent. 

Tliough  later  bom  than  to  have  known  the  days 
Wherein  your  father  flourished,  yet  by  you. 
Madam,  methinks  I  see  him  living  yet; 

So  well  your  words  his  noble  virtues  praise. 
That  all  both  judge  you  to  relate  them  true, 
And  to  possess  tbem,  honoured  Margaret 


OH   THE   DETRACTION  WHICH  FOLLOWED  DPOJT  MT 
WEITING  CERTAIN  TREATISES.I 

A  BOOK  was  writ  of  late,  called.  "  Tetrachordon," 
And  woven  close,  both  matter,  form,  and  style ; 
The  subject  new :  it  walked  the  town  a  whiie, 
Kunbermff  good  iutellects;  now  seldont  pored  on. 

Cries  the  staQ-reader,  Bless  us  I  what  a  word  on 
A  title-page  is  this !  and  some  in  file 
Stand  spelling  false,  while  one  might  waUc  to  Milo- 
Bad  Green.    Why  is  it  harder,  sirs,  than  Goidon, 

Colkitto,  or  Macdoimel,  or  Qalasp  ?* 
Those  ru^ed  names  to  our  like  mouths  grow  sleek. 
That  would  have  made  Qiiindlian  stare  and  ga^ 

Thj  age,  like  ours,  0  soul  of  Sir  tTohn  Cheek,' 
Hated  not  learning  worse  than  toad  or  asp. 
When  Ihbu  taughl^Et  Cambridge,   and  king  Edwud, 
Greek.  ' 

xir. 

ON  THE  SAME. 

1  DID  but  prompt  the  age  to  quit  their  clogs 
By  the  known  rules  of  ancient  liberty. 
When  straight  a  barbarous  noise  environs  m« 
Of  owla  and  cuckoos,  asses,  apes,  and  doRs; 

As  when  those  hinds  that  were  transformed  to  frogs* 
Railed  at  Latona's  twin-bom  progeny. 
Which  after  held-the  sun  and  moon  in  fee. 
But  this  is  got  by  casting  pearl  to  hogs. 

That  bawl  for  freedom  in  their  senseless  mood, 
And  still  revolt  when  truth  would  set  them  free. 
License  they  mean  when  they  cry  "  Liberty!" 

For  who  loves  that,  must  first  he  wise  and  good ; 
But  from  that  mark  how  far  they  rove  we  see 
Por  all  this  waste  of  wealth,  and  loss  of  blood. 

>  Viz..  those  npon  diTorce,  in  vhich  he  g>T«  great  oSbnM  to  111* 

J'reBbjterifin  clergjr. 
'  Probably  sonie  miniafera  who 
'  the  first  professor  ot  Greek  ii 
'The  Ljoian  eliepherds,  who  Wi 
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TO  MK.  H.  LAWES'  ON  HIS  AIRS. 

HiRRT,  whose  tuneful  ani  well-meaBured  aoi^ 
First  taught,  our  Englisk  music  how  to  span 
Words  with  just  note  and  accent,  not  to  scai 
With  Midne'  eaj^  committiDg  short  and  long ; 

Thy  worth  sjid  skill  exempts  thee  irom  the  throng, 
With  praise  enough  for  envy  to  look  wan ; 
To  after  age  thou  ahalt  be  writ  the  man, 
That  with  smooth  air  couldst  humour  beat  our  tongi 

Thou  hoQour'at  verse,  and  verse  must  lend  her  wing 
To  honour  thee,  the  priest  of  Phoebus'  quire. 
That  tun'st  their  happiest  lines  in  hjmn  or  story 

Dante  shall  give  Fame  leave  to  set  thee  higher 
Than  bis  Casella,  whom  he  wooed  to  sii^ 
Met  in  the  milder  shades  of  purgatory  * 


ON   THE   BELIOIOnS    MEMOET   OP   MBS.    CATHAEINE 
THOMSON,  MY  CHRISTIAN  FRIEND. 
Diaiued  \6ih  December,  1616. 

When  faith  and  love,  which  parted  irom  thee  never, 
Had  ripened  thy  just  soul  to  dwell  with  Ood, 
Meekly  thou  didst  resign  this  earthly  load 
Of  death,  called  life ;  which  ub  from  life  doth  sever. 

Thy  works  and  alms  and  all  thy  good  endeavour 
Stayed  not  behind,  nor  in  the  grave  were  trod; 
But  as  faith  pointed  with  her  golden  rod, 
Followed  thee  up  to  joy  and  bliss  for  ever. 

Love  led  them  on,  and  faith,  who  knew  them  best 
Thy  handmaids,  clad  them  o'er  with  purple  beams 
And  azure  wings,  that  up  they  flew  so  dMst. 

And  spake  the  truth  of  thee  on  glorious  themes 
Bewre  the  Jadge,  who  thenceforth  bid  thee  rest 
And  drink  thy  fill  of  pure  immortal  streams. 
.    '  See  notes  on  "  ComnB. ' 

9  B««  the  e»o<>nil  cuta  o(  DauU'a  '■  pqrgatory." 


^  ioogic 


TO  THB   LOBD  OENEBAL   FAIBFA.X.1 

Faibfax,  whose  name  in  uins  tfarough  Eur:^  ringii 
Filliiu  e&ch  mouth  with  earj  or  with  praise. 
And  dl  her  jealons  monut^B  with  amaze 
And  rtunonra  load,  tbat  daunt  remotest  kings. 

Thy  finn  nnsbaken  TJrtae  eret  brings 

victorThome,  though  new  rebellions  raise 
Their  HTdn  beads,  and  the  false  north  duplaya 
Her  broEen  league  to  imp  their  serpent  wings. 

Oh  I  yet  a  nohler  task  awaits  thy  hand 

?'<yc  what  can  war  but  endless  war  still  breed?) 
Ql  truth  and  right  from  violence  be  freed, 
And  public  &itli  cleared  from  the  shameful  brand 
Of  public  fraud.    In  vain  doth  valour  bleed. 
While  araiioe  and  ropiae  share  the  land. 


TO  THE  LOBD  QEMEBAL   GBOUWELL. 

CaoitwELL,  oar  chief  of  men,  who  through  a  cloud 
Not  of  war  only,  but  detractiona  rude, 
Guided  by  faith  and  matchless  fortitude. 
To  peace  and  truth  thy  glorious  way  hsst  ploughed. 

And  on  the  neck  of  oromied  fortune  proud 
Hast  reared  God's  trophies,  and  his  work  pnisued, 
WhUe  Darwen  stream*  with  blood  of  Scots  imbnwd. 
And  Dunbar  field  resounds  thy  prsjses  loud, 

And  Worcester's  laureate  wreath.    7et  much  lemains 
To  conquer  still ;  peace  bath  her  rictories 
No  less  renowned  than  war :  new  foes  arise 

Thieatenicg  to  bind  our  souls  with  secular  chaina : 
Help  UB  to  sare  frae  conscience  frum  the  paw 
Of  hireling  wolves,  whose  gospel  is  their  maw. 

It  obriooi  leuoDS,  linmd  in 
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TO    SIB   HENBY  VANE   THE    YODNGER. 

Vans,  yoting  in  veara,  but  in  sage  counsel  old. 
Than  whom  a  better  senator  ne'er  held 
The  hfilm  of  Home,  ■when  gowns  not  arms  repelled 
The  fierce  Epirot  and  the  African  hold ; 

Whether  to  eettle  peace,  or  to  unfold 
The  drift  of  bolTow  states  haxd  to  be  epelled. 
Then  to  advise  how  war  may  best  upheld 
More  by  ber  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold, 

In  all  her  equipage ;  beside  b  to  liDOW 
Soth  spintual  power  aod  civil,  what  each  means, 
What  severs  each,  thou  hast  learned,  which  few  have 

The  bounds  of  either  sword  to  thee  vre  owe ;  [done : 

Therefore,  on  thy  fina  hand  religion  leans 
In  peace,  and  reckons  thee  her  eldest  soa- 


ON  THE  LATE  MASSA^OBE  IN  FIEHONT.l 
AvxKGX,  0  Lord!  thy  Edaughtfired  eaints.  whose  bonea 
Lie  scattered  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold'; 
Even  them  who  kept  thy  truth  bo  ptu«  of  old, 
When  all  our  fathers  worshipped  stocks  and  atones^ 
For^t  not :  in  thy  book  record  their  groans 
Who  were  thy  sheep,  and  in  their  ancient  fold 
Slain  by  the  bloody  Fiemontese  that  rolled 
Uothei  with  infant  down  the  rocks.    Their  moans 

1  observes :  *'  line  prayer,  in  behilf 
not  eatirely  wilhout  effect    For 

whole  traagactioa  is  greatlj  lo  hie  honour,  even  «a  it  ia  lelaled  bj  ui 
hietoiion,  vliD  was  fiir  &om  being  porti&l  to  hia  memory.  *  Nor  would 
the  Proleeloc  be  backwRrd  in  encfi  airark,itliicli  miglit  give  the  world 
ft  particular  opinion  of  liiH  piety  and  ze&l  for  the  Protestant  religion  ; 
but  he  proclsiined  a  solemn  East,  and  caused  Urge  cootribations  (o  b« 
gathered  for  them  throDgbonC  the  kingdom  of  England  and  Wales. 
Nor  did  ha  rest  here,  bat  sent  his  agenta  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  a 


The  vales  redoubled  to  the  bills,  and  they 
To  Heaven.    Theii  martyred  blood  and  ashes  sow 
O'er  all  the  Italian  fields,  where  sttll  doth  sway 

Hie  triple  tyrant;  that  from  these  may  grow 
A  hundredfold,  vho  having  learned  thy  way 
Eariy  may  fly  the  Babylonian  woe. 


ON  HIS  BLINDNESS. 

When  I  consider  how  mv  light  is  spent 
Ere  half  my  days,  in  this  dark  world  and  wide ; 
And  that  one  talent  which  is  death  to  hide,' 
Lo^(ed  with  me  useless,  though  my  soul  moie  bent 

To  serve  therewith  my  Maker,  and  present 
My  true  account,  lest  he  returning  chide; 
Doth  Ood  exact  day-labour,  light  denied, 
I  fondly  ask  ?    But  Patience,  to  prevent 

That  mnrmur,  soon  replies,  God  doth  not  need 
Either  man's  work  or  his  own  gifts ;  who  best 
Bear  his  mild  yoke,  thej  serve  him  best;  his  state 


TO   MB.  LAWKENCE.* 

LjiwnENCx,  of  virtuous  father  virtuous  son, 
Kow  that  the  fields  are  dank,  and  ways  are  mire, 
Where  shall  we  sometimes  meet,  and  by  the  fire 
Help  waste  a  sullen  day,  what  roay  he  won 

lloiDBn  Catholics,  that  ihai  Dnke  thoaglit  it  necessar;  to  realore  nil 
tliat  he  had  token  from  Ihem,  mi  reneweil  all  those  privileges  thej 
had  formerly  enjoyed — so  great  nas  the  terror  of  Ms  name  ;  nathiug 
being  more  usual  than  his  saying  that  his  ehipa  in  the  irediterranean 
should  visit  Civils  Yecchia,  mi  the  somid  of  hia  oaunon  abaald  be 
heard  io  Rome,'— See  Eohard,  vol.  2." 

I  An  allusion  to  the  parable  in  Matthew  uv. 

*  Sou  of  the  presideut  of  Cromwell's  couuciL 


^  ioogic 


Fiom  the  hard  eeaaon  gBininj^  ?    Time  will  run 
On  smoother,  till  Favocius'  re-inspire 
llie  frozen  earth,  and  clothe  in  fresh  attire 
The  lily  and  rose,  that  neither  sowed  nor  spun. 

"What  neat  repast  shall  feast  us.  light  and  choice. 
Of  Attic  taste,  with  wine,  whence  we  may  rise 
To  bear  the  lute  well  touched,  or  artful  voice 

'Warble  immortal  notes  and  Tuscan  air? 

He  who  of  those  delights  can  judge,  and  spare 
To  interpose  them  oR,  is  not  unwise. 


TO  CTEIAC    SKIKNER.* 

CcBuo,  whose  grandstre  on  the  royal  bench 
Of  Briti^  Themis,  with  no  mean  applause 
Pronounced,  and  in  his  Tolumes  taught,  our  laws. 
Which  odiers  at  their  bar  so  often  wrench  ; 

T<Miay  deep  thoughts  resolve  with  me  to  drench 
In  mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  draws; 
Let  Euclid  rest,  and  Archimedes  pause. 
And  what  the  Swede  intends,'  and  what  the  !EVench.* 

To  measure  life  leam  thou  betimes,  and  know 
Toward  solid  good  what  leads  the  nearest  way 
For  other  things  mild  Heaven  a  time  ordains. 

And  diaa'pproveB  that  care,  though  wise  in.  show, 
That  with  superfluous  burden  loada  the  day. 
And,  when  Clod  sends  a  cheerM  hour,  reiraina. 


TO  THE   SAME. 

Cthiac,  this  three  years'  day  these  eyes,  though  clear. 
To  outward  view,  of  blemish  or  of  spot, 
Bereft  of  light  their  seeing  have  forgot, 
N(^  to  their  idle  orbs  dolh  eight  appear 
j.  *.,  Zep^,  the  gpriug  westecn  wind. 
'  Sdd  of  niUiam  Skinner,  hj  Bridget,  danghlei  of  Lord  C  olie,and 
1  ilibtingaiBhed  member  of  HuTington'9  political  clnb. 
■'  i,  I.,  Ch«1e8  GoBtaTUB,  who  wag  then  wasing  wsr  with  Poland. 
*  The  French  were  theii  at  wu  in  the  Ne^erlanda. 


104  KlUOtl  a  POKTIOAX  WORKS. 

Of  mm,  or  moon,  or  star  throaghont  the  year, 
Or  man,  or  woman.    Yet  I  aivue  not 
Against  Hearen'e  hand  or  will,  nor  bate  a  jot 
Of  heart  or  hope ;  Lot  still  bear  up,  and  steer 

Right  onward.   "What  supports  me,  dost  thon  ask? 
The  conscience,  friend,  to  have  lost  them  overplied 
In  liberty's  defence,  my  noble  task. 

Of  which  ail  Europe  talks  from  side  to  side.  [mask 

This  thought  might  lead  me  through  the  world's  vain 
Content,  though  blind,  had  I  no  better  guide. 


OX   HI3  DECEASED  WIFE. 

Mbthouobt  I  saw  ra;  late  espoused  saint 
Brought  to  me  like  Alcestis  from  the  grave. 
Whom  Jove's  great  son  to  her  glad  husband  gave, 
Bescued  from  death  by  force,  though  pale  and  iaiid. 

Uine,  OB  whom  washed  from  niot  of  ohild-bed  taint 
Purificatioa  in  the  old  law  did  save ; 
And  such,  as  yet  once  more  I  tmst  to  have 
FuU  sight  of  her  in  Heaven  without  restraint. 

Came  vested  all  in  white,  pure  as  her  mind ; 
Her  face  was  veiled,  yet  to  my  fancied  sight 
Love,  sweetness,  goodness,  in  her  person  ehined 

So  clear,  as  in  no  face  with  more  delighL 
But  (^  I  SB  to  embrace  me  she  inclined. 

I  waked,  she  fled,  and  day  brought  back  my  night 
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DojiB  niTo  ViBss,  1658. 

BLxaBKD  ie  the  man  who  bath  not  walked  astray 
In  cvuncU  of  the  wicked,  and  i'  the  way 
Of  smnera  hath  not  Btood,  and  in  the  seat 
Of  Bcomere  hath  not  eat.    But  in  the  great 
Jehovah's  law  is  ever  hie  delight, 
And  in  his  law  be  studies  da;  and  n^ht 
He  shall  be  ae  a  tree  which  planted  growB 
By  watery  Btreams,  and  in  his  season  knowB 
To  yield  hia  fruit,  and  his  leaf  shaU  not  Ail, 
And  what  he  takes  in  hand  shall  prosper  all. 
Not  so  the  wicked,  but  as  chaff  which  fanned 
The  wind  drirea,  so  the  wicked  shall  not  sUnd 
In  judgment,  or  abide  their  trial  then. 
Nor  sinners  in  the  assembly  of  just  men. 
For  the  Lord  knows  the  upright  way  of  the  just; 
And  the  way  of  bad  men  to  ruin  must. 


F9ALU  IL 
Done  Adoubi   8,  IflaS. 


Wht  do  the  Gentiles  tumult,  and  the  nations 
Muse  a  vain  thing,  the  kings  of  the  earth  upstand 
Witlt  power,  and  princes  in  their  congregations 

Jmj  deep  tbeir  plota  together  through  each  land 
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L96  UILTON  I  POETICAL  WOBKS. 

Against  the  Lord  and  bia  Hessiab  dear  ? 
Let  UB  break  off,  say  they,  by  strength  of  hand 

Their  bonds,  and  cast  &om  ub,  so  more  to  near. 
Their  twisted  cords ;  he  nho  in  Heaven  doth  dwell 
Shall  laugh,  the  Lord  shall  scoff  them,  then  severe 

Speak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and  in  his  fell 
And  fierce  ire  trouble  them ;  but  I,  saith  he, 
Anointed  have  my  King  (though  ye  rebel) 

On  Sion  my  holy  hiU.    A  firm  decree 
I  will  declare  :  the  Lord  to  me  hath  said, 
Thou  art  my  Son,  I  hare  begotten  thee 

This  day ;  ask  of  me,  and  the  grant  is  made 
As  thy  possession  I  on  thee  bestow 
The  Heathen,  and  as  thy  conquest  to  be  swayed 

Eorth'ii  utmost  bounds :  them  shalt  thou  bring  full  low 
With  iron  sceptre  bruised,  and  tliem  disperse 
Like  to  a  potter's  vessel  shivered  so. 

And  now  he  wise  at  length,  ye  kings  averse ; 
Be  taught,  ye  judges  of  the  earth ;  with  fear 
Jehovsh  serve,  and  let  your  .joy  converse 

With  trembling;  kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  appear 
In  anger,  and  ye  perish  in  the  way, 
If  once  his  wrath  take  fire  like  fuel  sere. 

Happy  all  those  who  have  in  him  their  stay 


iracBi    9,    1653. 
When  hifiedftam  Abudsm. 

Lord,  how  many  are  my  foes ! 
How  many  those 
That  in  arms  against  me  rise  I 
Many  are  thej 
That  of  my  life  diBtrustfiilly  thus  say. 
No  help  for  him  in  God  there  lies. 
But  thou.  Lord,  art  my  eliield,  my  glory, 
Thee  through  my  story 
The  exalter  of  my  bead  I  count; 
Aloud  I  cried 
tinto  Jehovah,  he  full  soon  replied. 
And  heard  me  Irtun  his  holy  mount. 


Coogic 


I  lay  and  slept,  I  waked  ^ain; 
For  m;  sustain 
Was  the  Lord.    Of  many  milUona 
The  populous  rout 
I  fear  not,  though  encamping  round  about 
They  pitch  againfit  m';  their  pavilions. 
Biae,  Lord,  save  me,  my  Ood,  for  tbon 
Hast  smote  ere  now 
On  the  cheek-bone  all  my  foes, 
Of  men  abhorred 
Hast  broke  the  teeth.     This  help  was  from  the  Lord; 
Iby  blessing  on  thy  people  flows. 


AnousT   10,   1033. 

Ahswxb  me  when  I  call, 
Ood  of  my  righteousness, 
In  straits  and  in  dietress 
Thou  didst  me  disenthral 
And  set  at  large ;  now  spare, 

Now  pity  me,  and  hear  my  earnest  prayer 
Great  ones,  how  long  will  ye 
My  glory  have  in  scorn. 
How  long  be  thus  forborne 
Still  to  love  Tanity, 
To  love,  to  seek,  to  prize 

Things  false  and  vain,  and  nothing  else  hut  lies  * 

Tet  know  the  Lord  hath  chose, 
Chose  to  himself  apart, 
The  good  and  meek  of  heart 

SFor  whom  to  choose  he  knows) ; 
ehovah  from  on  h^h 

Will  hear  my  voice  what  time  to  him  I  cry. 
Be  awed,  and  do  not  sin. 
Speak  to  your  hearts  alone, 
Upon  your  beds,  each  one. 
And  be  at  peace  within. 
Offer  the  offerii^  just 
Of  righteousness,  and  in  Jehovah  tmst 


k  ".oogic 
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ISanj  there  be  that  uy , 
Who  jet  will  show  ns  eooi  ? 
Talkiiig  like  this  wtaiSa  brood ; 
But,  Lord,  thuB  let  me  pray. 
On  us  lift  up  the  light, 

lift  up  the  fovonr  of  thy  conntenance  bright 
Into  my  heart  more  joy 
And  gladneBS  thou  hast  put, 
That  when  b  year  of  glut 
Their  utoree  doth  OTer-cloy, 
And  from  their  plenteous  grounds 

With  vast  increase  their  com  and  wine  abounds. 


In  peace  at  onoe  will  I 
Both  lay  me  down  and  sleep. 
For  thou  alone  dost  keep 
Me  safe  where'er  I  lie ; 
As  in  a  roeky  cell 

Thou,  I/)ra,  alone  in  safety  raak'et 


JxHOYAQ,  to  my  words  give  ear, 
My  medication  weigh ; 
The  Toice  of  my  complaining  bear. 
My  King  and  God;  for  unto  thee  I  pray. 
Jehofah,  thou  my  early  voice 
Shalt  in  the  morning  hear, 
I'  the  morning  I  to  thee  with  choice 
Will  rank  my  prayers,  and  watch  till  thou  appear. 
For  thou  art  not  a  Ood  that  takes 

In  wickedness  delight, 
Evil  with  thee  no  bidii^  makes. 
Fools  or  mad  men  stand  not  within  diy  tdghl 
All  workers  of  iniquity 

Thouhat'st;  and  them  imblest 
Thou  wilt  deetro^  that  speak  a  lie ; 
The  bloody  and  guileful  man'Qod  doth  detest. 
Sut  I  will  in  thy  meides  dear, 
Thyn  -- ■-      - 


^  ".oogic 


Into  thy  house ;  I  in  thy  fear 
Will  towMda  thy  holy  temple  worship  low. 
Lord,  lead  me  in  thy  righteousnesa, 

Lead  me  because  of  those 
That  do  observe  if  I  tran^ress; 
Set  th)^  wajB  right  before,  where  my  step  goes. 
For  iu  his  faltering  mouth  unstable 

No  word  is  firm  or  sooth ; 
Their  inside,  troubles  miserable ; 
An  open  grave  their  throat,  their  tongue  they  smootl 
Ood,  find  them  guilty,  let  them  fall 

By  their  own  counsels  quelled; 
Puah  them  in  theii-  rebellions  all 
Still  on ;  for  against  thee  they  hare  rebelled. 
Then  all  who  trust  in  thee  shall  hrii^ 

Their  joy ;  while  thou  from  blame 
Defend'st  Uiem,  they  shall  ever  dng 
And  shal!  triumph  in  thee,  who  love  thy  name. 
For  thou,  Jehovah,  wilt  be  found 

To  bless  the  just  man  still ; 
As  with  a  shield  thou  wilt  surround 
Him  with  thy  lasting  favour  and  good  will 


AoanST    13,    1009. 

LoBD,  in  thine  asger  do  not  reprehend  me. 

Nor  in  thy  hot  displeasure  me  correct ; 

Pity  me.  Lord,  for  I  am  much  deject, 
Am  veiy  weak  and  faint ;  heal  and  amend  me : 
For  all  my  hones,  that  even  with  at^uish  ache, 

Are  CToubled,  yea  my  soul  is  troubled  sore, 

Attd  thou,  0  Lord,  how  long?  turn,  Lord,  restore 
My  soul ;  oh.  save  me  for  thy  Roodnesa  sake : 
For  in  death  no  remembrance  is  of  thee ; 

Who  in  the  giave  can  celebrate  thy  praise  ? 

Wearied  I  am  with  sighing  out  my  days, 
Nightly  my  couch  1  make  a  kind  of  sea ; 
Mybed  I  water  with  my  tears ;  mine  eye 

Ibrough  grief  consumes,  is  waxen  old  and  durtc 

I'  the  midst  of  all  mine  enemies  that  mark. 
Depart  all  ye  that  work  iniquity, 

m 
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Depart  from  me ;  for  the  Toice  of  my  weeping 

The  Lord  hath  heard,  the  Lord  hath  b^ud  laj  prayer. 
My  supplication  with  acceptaaoe  fair 

The  Lord  will  own,  and  have  me  in  Us  keeping. 

Mine  enemies  shall  all  be  blank  and  dashed 
With  much  confusion ;  then  grown  red  with  ahame. 
They  shall  Tetnm  in  haste  the  way  thej  carae, 

And  in  a  moment  shall  be  quite  abasbad- 


Adodst   11,  1B6S. 

LoBD,  my  God,  to  thee  I  fly ; 
Sbts  me  and  secure  me  under 
Thy  protection  while  I  cry, 
Lest  as  a  lion  (and  no  wonder) 
He  haste  to  tear  my  soul  asunder. 
Tearing  and  no  rescue  nigh. 
Lord,  my  God,  if  I  have  thought 
Or  done  this;  if  wickedness 
Be  in  my  bauds,  if  I  have  wrought 
111  to  him  that  meant  me  peace. 
Or  to  him  have  rendered  loss, 
And  not  freed  my  foe  for  nought; 
Let  the  enemy  pursue  my  soul 
And  overtake  it;  let  him  tread 
My  life  down  to  the  earth,  and  roll 
In  the  dust  my  glory  dead, 
In  the  dust;  and,  there  outno^ad, 
Lodge  it  with  dishonour  foul. 
Bise,  JehoTah,  in  tb  ine  ire, 
Rouse  thyself  amidst  the  rags 
Of  my  foes  that  urge  like  fire ; 
And  wake  for  me,  tbeir  fury  assume; 
Judgment  here  thou  didst  eng^ 
And  command,  which  I  desire. 
So  the  sasemblies  of  each  nation 
Will  surround  thee,  seeking  right, 

V  ".OOgIc 


Thence  to  thj  glorious  habitation 

Setum  on  htgli,  and  m  their  sight 

Jehovah  Judge  th  most  upright 

All  people  from,  the  world's  foundation 

Jndge  me,  Lord,  be  judge  in  this 

According  to  my  righteousneBS, 

And  the  inaocence  which  is 

Upon  me:  causa  at  length  to  cease 

Oi  evil  men  the  wickedness 

And  their  power  that  do  amiss. 

But  the  ju8t  establish  faat. 

Since  thou  art  the  just  God  that  tries 

Hearts  and  reins.    On  God  is  cast 

M;  defence,  and  in  him  lies, 

In  him  who  hoth  just  and  wise 

Saves  tlie  upright  of  heart  at  last, 

God  ia  a  just  judge  and  severe. 

And  God  is  every  day  ofiended; 

If  tlie  unjust  will  not  forbear, 

His  Bword  he  whets,  his  how  hath  bended' 

Already,  and  for  him  intended 

The  toolB  of  death,  that  waits  him  near. 

(Hia  arrows  purposely  made  he 

For  them  that  persecute.)     Behold 

He  travels  big  with  vanity, 

Trouble  be  hath  conceived  of  old 

As  in  a  womb,  and  from  that  mould 

Hath  at  length  brought  forth  a  lie. 

He  digged  a  pit,  and  delved  it  deep. 

And  fell  into  the  pit  be  made : 

Hia  mischief  that  due  course  doth  keep. 

Turns  on  his  head,  and  his  ill  trade 

Of  violence  will,  undelajed. 

Fall  on  his  crown  with  ruin  steept 

Then  will  I  Jehovah's  praise 

According  to  his  justice  raise, 

And  sing  the  Name  and  Deity 

Of  Jehovah  the  most  bigh. 
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O  Jehotah  onr  Lord,  how  wondrous  great 

And  glorious  is  thy  Dame  through  Su  the  earth ! 
So  as  above  the  heavens  thy  praise  to  eet 

Out  of  the  tender  moutha  of  latest  birth. 
Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings  thou 

Hast  founded  strength  because  of  all  thy  foes. 
To  stint  the  enemy,  aod  slack  the  avenger's  brow. 

That  bends  his  rage  thy  providence  to  oppose. 
When  I  behold  thy  heavens,  thy  fingers'  art. 

The  moon  and  stars  which  thou  so  bright  hast  set 
In  the  pure  firmament,  then  saith  my  heart. 

Oh,  what  is  man  that  thou  rememberest  yet, 
And  think'st  upon  him ;  or  of  man  begot. 

That  him  thou  viait'st,  and  of  him  art  found  ? 
Scarce  to  be  less  thau  gods,  thou  mad'st  his  lot, 

With  honour  and  with  state  thou  hast  him  crowned. 
O'er  the  works  of  thy  hand  thou  mad'st  him  lord. 

Thou  hast  put  all  under  his  lordly  feet. 
All  flocks,  and  herds,  by  thy  comrnanding  word. 

All  beasts  that  in  the  held  or  forest  meet. 
Fowl  of  the  heavens,  and  fish  that  through  the  wet 

Sea  paths  in  sLoals  do  shde,  and  know  no  dearth. 
O  Jehovah  our  Lord,  how  wondrous  great 

And  glorious  is  thy  name  through  all  the  eaith  1 


Apbil,  lets.   J.  M. 


PSALM  LXXX, 

I  Tbod  Shepherd  that  dost  Israel  ketp. 
Give  ear  tn  (inw  of  need. 
Who  leadest  like  a  flock  of  sheep 
Tky  loved  Joseph's  seed. 


^  ioogic 


That  sitfat  between  Ihe  cherubs  bright, 
Betaeen  their  uingt  out-ipread, 

Shine  forth,  ana  from  lAy  chudgive  light. 
And  on  our  foes  thy  dread. 

3  In  Ephrsim's  view  and  BeDJamin'a, 

And  jn  Manaase's  sight, 
Awake  'thj  strength,  come,  and  be  leen 

To  sftTe  us  by  thy  mii/kt. 
S  Tum  us  again,  thy  grace  divine 

To  tu,  0  God,  vouchtafe ; 
Cause  tlion  thy  fiice  on  us  to  shine. 

And  then  we  shall  he  safe. 

4  I>cird  God  of  Hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou. 

How  long  wilt  thou  declare 
Thy  'srookmg  wrath,  and  angry  brow 
Against  thy  people's  prayer! 

5  Thou  feed'et  them  with  the  bread  of  tears, 

Their  bread  with  teara  they  eat, 
And  mak'st  them  '  largely  diiuli  the  tears 

Wheremth  their  cheeka  are  vet. 
0  A  strife  thou  mak'st  us  and  a  prey 

To  every  neighbour  foe, 
Amongst  themselves  they  *laugh,  they  *play. 

Ana  *flouts  at  us  they  throw. 

7  Betum  us,  and  thy  grace  divine, 

O  God  of  Hosts,  vouehiafe, 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  ua  to  -ehine. 
And  then  we  shall  he  safe. 

8  A  Tine  from  Egypt  thou  hast  brought, 

Thjifree  love  made  if  thine. 
And  drov'st  out  nations.  proiMl  and  haut. 
To  plant  this  loeeiy  vine. 
S  Thou  didst  prepare  for  it  a  place, 
And  root  it  deep  and  fast. 
That  it  began  to  gram  apace. 
And  flUed  the  land  at  Ust. 
10  With  her  green  shade  that  covered  aH, 
The  hills  were  overipread, 
Her  boughs  as  hi^h  oi  cedars  tall 
Advanced  their  lofty  liead. 


1  MELTON  S  POETICAL  W0BK8. 

11  Het  brftnchea  or  th«  tceitem  sidt 
Down  to  the  sea  sbe  Bent. 
And  wpaard  to  that  river  wide 
Her  Dlher  brau^^heB  Kent. 
IS  Why  hast  thou  laid  h«T  hedges  low. 
And  broken  down  her  fence, 
That  all  maj  pluck  her,  as  tbej  go, 
With  rudeit  violence  f 
IS  The  tiuked  boor  out  of  the  wood 
i  it  by  the  roots, 

ts  there  browse,  and  make  fbeir  ic 
Her  grape»  and  tender  ikoot). 

14  Retnm  now,  Ood  of  Hosts,  lodk  down 

From  Heaven,  thy  seat  divma, 
Behold  ui.  but  witkoat  afrouitt, 
And  visit  this  (Ay  vine. 

15  ^ait  this  vine,  which  thy  right  band 

Hath  set,  and  planted  hng, 
And  the  young  branch,  that  for  thyself 
Thou  hast  made  firm  and  strong. 

16  But  now  it  is  consumed  with  fire. 

And  cut  with  axes  down; 


7  perisl 


y  rebuke  and  frown. 

IT  Upon  the  man  of  thy  right  hand 
Let  thy  good  hand  be  laid, 
Upon  the  Bon  of  man,  whom  thon 
Strong  for  thyself  hast  made. 

18  So  shall  we  not  go  back  from  thee 

To  wayi  of  tin  and  thame; 

Quicken  us  thou,  then  gladly  we 

Shall  call  upon  thy  Name. 

19  Betum  UB,  avd  thy  graca  divine. 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  vouekaafe. 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine. 
And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 


PSALM  LXXXL 

1  To  God  our  strength  sing  loud,  and  clear. 
Sing  loud  to  God  out  King, 
To  Jacob's  God,  tkat  aU  may  hear. 
Loud  acclamations  ring. 


2  Prepare  a  hynrn.  prepare  a  song, 

The  timbrel  hither  bring, 
The  cheerful  psaltery  bring  along, 
And  harp  u'ilA  pleasant  itring. 

3  Blow,  ai  «  tcont,  in  the  new  moon 

With  trumpets'  lofty  sound. 
The  appointed  time,  the  day  whererai 
Our  solemn  feast  conws  round 

4  This  was  a  statute  given  of  old 

For  Israel  to  observe, 
A  law  of  Jacob's  God,  to  hold. 
From  mhence  they  might  not  iteerve. 

5  This  he  a  testimony  ordained 

In  Joseph,  not  to  change. 
When  as  he  passed  through  Egypt  land; 
The  tongue  I  heard  was  sirange. 

6  From  burden,  and  from  slavish  toil, 

I  set  hia  ehoulder  free ; 
His  hands  from  pots,  and  miry  toU, 
DeliTered  were  h/  me. 

7  When  trouble  did  thee  aore  assail. 

On  me  then  didst  thou  call. 
And  I  to  free  thee  did  mytfaU, 

And  led  thw  out  of  thrall. 
I  answered  thee  in  'thunder  deep 

With  clouds  encompassed  round; 
I  tried  thee  at  the  water  steep 

Of  Merihah  renowned. 

8  Hear,  0  my  people,  hearhen  well, 

I  testify  to  thee, 
Thou  and^t  stock  o/ Israel, 
If  thou  wilt  list  to  me, 

9  Throughout  the  land  of  thy  ftbode 

No  alien  god  shall  be. 
Nor  Shalt  thou  to  a  foreign  god 
In  honour  hend  thy  knee. 
10  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  broi^ht 
Thee  out  of  Egypt  land ; 
Ask  large  enot^h,  and  I,  besought. 
Will  grant  thy  fuU  demand. 

1  Bs  Bellier  TSgnun. 
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1 1  And  yet  my  people  would  not  hear. 

Nor  hearken  to  my  voice ; 

And  Israel,  ahom  I  loved  so  dear, 

Mialiked  me  for  hia  choii*. 

12  Then  did  I  leave  them  to  their  will. 

And  to  their  wandering  mind; 
Their  own  conceits  they  followed  still. 
Their  own  devices  blind. 

15  Oh,  that  my  people  would  he  mte. 

To  serve  me  all  tknr  dayi ! 
And  oh,  that  Israel  would  advite 

To  walk  my  righteoru  ways ! 
14  Then  would  I  soon  hrin^  down  their  foes, 

That  flow  to  proudly  rise, 
And  torn  my  hand  against  all  tlioie 

That  are  their  enemies, 

16  Who  haite  the  Lord  should  thM  be  fain 

To  how  to  him  and  bend  ; 
But  th«y.  hit  people,  should  remain. 

Their  time  should  have  no  end. 
16  And  he  would  feed  them  from  the  thodk 

With  flour  of  finest  wheat, 
And  satisfy  them  from  the  rock 

With  honey  far  their  meat 


PSALM   LXXXIL 

1  God  in  the  'great'  assembly  stands 

Of  Hngt  and  lordly  itatee, 
'Among  the  gods,'  on  both  his  hands 
He  judges  and  debates. 

2  How  long  will  ye 'pervert  the  right 

With'  judgment  false  and  wrong, 

Favouring  the  wicked  by  your  might. 

Who  thence  grow  bold  and  itrong  ! 

3  ^Regard  the*  weak  and  fatheilesa, 

<  Despatch  the  *  poor  man's  cause. 
And  'raise  the  man  in  deep  distress 
By*  just  and  equal  laws. 


4  Defend  the  poor  and  desolate, 

And  rescue  from  the  hands 
Of  wicked  men  the  low  estate 

Of  him  that  help  dtmandi. 
i  They  know  not,  nor  will  understand. 

In  darkness  they  walk  on ; 
The  earth's  foundations  all  are  'moved, 

And'  out  of  order  gone. 

5  I  said  that  ye  were  sods,  yea  all 

The  sons  of  God  Most  High ; 

7  But  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall 

Aa  other  princes  die. 

8  Rise,  God,  'judge  thou  the  earth  in  might. 

Tins  wicked'  earth  redress. 
For  thou  art  he  who  shalt  by  right 
The  nations  all  possess. 


FSALU    LXXXIIL 

1  Be  not  thou  silent  now  at  hngth, 

O  God,  hold  not  thy  peace ; 
Sit  thou  not  still,  0  Cfod  of  itrength. 
We  ery,  and  do  not  cease. 

2  Forlo,  thj^arioiM  foes  now  'swell. 

And*  storm  outrageously ; 
And  they  that  hate  thee,  proud  and  feU, 
Exalt  their  heads  full  high. 

3  .gainst  thj  people  they  ^contrive 

*Their  plots  and  oounsela  deep. 

■Them  to  ensnare  they  chiefly  striTe, 

'Whom  thou  dost  hide  and  keep. 

4  Come,  let  us  cut  them  off,  say  they. 

Till  they  no  nation  he ; 
That  Israel's  name  for  ever  may 
Be  lost  in  memory. 

5  For  they  consult  'with  all  their  might. 

And  all  as  one  in  mind 
ThemselTes  against  thee  they  unite, 
And  in  firm  tmion  bind. 

[inunotn.  <  Shiphta  'Jehem^jan.  * 

'Sod.  '  JitLhiiBTHton  gD»].  ITiephu 

'  Ler  jachdra. 
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S  The  tents  of  Edom,  uid  the  brood 
Of  tcomfid  Ishmae), 
Moab,  nitb  them  of  Uagar's  blood. 
That  in  tkt  dttert  dweU, 

7  Oehel  uid  Atninon  thers  amipire. 

And  hateful  Amalec. 
The  Philistims,  end  they  of  Tjre, 
Whote  boundi  tlu  sea  dotK  ckeeh. 

8  With  them  great  Ashur  also  bands 

And  doth  eonfirm  the  knot : 
AU  theie  have  tint  their  amid  hands 

To  aid  the  sons  of  Lot. 
Q  Do  to  them  aa  to  Midien  bold. 

That  teatUd  all  the  coait, 
To  SJsera,  and  as  is  told 

Thou  didtt  to  Jabiu'a  host. 
When  at  the  brook  of  Kishon  old 

Tkey  were  remised  and  ilain, 

10  At  Endor  quite  cut  off.  and  rolled 

As  dui^  upon  the  plain. 

11  As  Zob  and  Oreb  eyil  aped, 

So  let  their  princes  ipeed. 

As  Zeba  and  ZalmuQiia  hUd, 

So  let  their  princes  bleed. 

12  For  they  amidtt  their  pride  have  said, 

By  right  non  shall  we  seize 
Ood's  houses.  oTid  mill  note  intadt 
■Their  Btately  palaces. 

13  My  Ood,  oh  make  them  aa  awheel. 

No  quiet  let  them  find  ; 
Giddy  and  rtttUta  let  them  red 
Like  stubble  &om  the  wind. 

14  Aa  uhen  an  aged  wood  takes  fire 

Whieh  on  a  tuddAi  strays. 
The  greedy  flame  runs  higher  and  higher 
Till  aU  the  moimtains  blare. 


15  So  with  thy  whirlwind  them  p'ltsua, 
And  with  thy  tempest  chase ; 

Id  *And  till  they*  yield  thee  honour  dus. 
Lord,  fill  with  shame  their  face. 

"  NeoOi  El^hira  beug  bath.       »  Heb.  Thaj  wck  thj  lu 


IT  Ashamed,  and  troubled,  let  tbem  be. 
Troubled  and  shiuned  for  ever. 
Ever  confounded,  and  bo  die 
Willi  shame,  ami  'teaps  it  ntver. 
IB  Then  shall  they  know  that  thou,  whom 
JehoTah  is  done. 
Art  the  moet  high,  and  thou  the  tantt 
O'er  all  the  earth  art  on*. 


FSALM   LXXnV. 

1  How  loTsly  are  thj  dwellings  fiiir 

O  Lord  of  Hosts,  how  dear 
The  pleatant  tabernacles  are. 
Where  tkou  doit  dwell  to  near! 

2  Mj  eoul  doth  long  and  almost  die 

Thy  courts,  0  Lord,  to  see. 
My  heart  and  flesh  aloud  do  cry, 

O  living  God,  for  thee. 
8  There  even  the  sparrow  freed  from  wrong 

Hath  found  a  house  of  rett. 
The  swallow  there,  to  lay  her  yoimg 

Hath  built  her  brooding  nest ; 
Eyen  by  thy  altars,  Lord  of  Hosts, 

They  find  their  $af»  abodt ; 
And  home  they  jiy  from  round  the  ooatts, 

ToKord  thea,  my  King,  my  Ood. 
4  Happy,  who  in  thy  house  reside. 

Where  thee  they  ever  praise, 

6  Happy,  whose  strength  in  thee  doth  bide. 

And  in  their  hearts  thjf  ways. 

e  They  pass  through  Baca  a  thirtty  yaJe, 

That  dry  and  barrel  ground. 

As  through  a  iruitful  watery  dale 

Where  springs  and  showers  abound. 

7  Theyjourney  on  from  strength  to  strength 

Withjoy  and  gladsome  cheer, 
TiU  aU  before  our  God  at  length 
In  Si  on  do  appear. 

8  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  hear  now  my  prayer, 

O  Jacob's  God  giye  ear ; 
g  Thou  God,  our  shield,  look  on  the  face 
Of  thy  (moimed  datr. 
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10  For  one  da;  ia  tb;  courts  to  it 

Ib  better,  and  mora  bUit, 
Thut  in  thejoj/t  of  vanity 

A  thousand  d&ja  at  bat. 
1  in  the  temple  of  my  God 

Hod  ratbei  keep  a.  door, 
Than  dwell  in  tents,  and  ri^  abode, 

With  Bin  for  evermore. 

11  For  God  the  Lord,  both  sun  and  shield. 

Gives  grace  and  glory  bright  ; 

No  good  from  them  shall  be  mthheld 

Whose  ways  ore  just  and  right 

12  Lord  Ood  of  Hosts  that  reign'tl  on  Mgh, 

That  man  is  truly  blest. 

Who  only  on  thee  doth  rely, 

And  in  thee  only  rest. 


rSALH  LXXST. 

I  Tbt  land  to  faTonr  graciously 

Thou  hast  not,  Lord,  been  slack ; 
Thou  hast  from  hard  captirity 
Returned  Jacob  back. 

3  The  iniquity  thou  didst  forgive 

Tk/it  wrought  thy  people  woe ; 
And  all  their  siu,  that  did  thee  grieve. 

Hast  hid  where  none  ihall  fmow. 
8  Thine  anger  all  thou  hadst  removed, 

And  calmly  didst  return 
From  tby '  fierce  wrath  which  we  had  proved ' 

Far  worse  than  fire  to  bum. 

4  Ood  of  our  saving  heallh  end  peace. 

Turn  US,  and  us  restore ; 
Thine  indignation  cause  to  cease 
Toward  us,  and  chide  no  more. 

5  Wilt  thou  be  angry  without  end, 

For  ever  angry  thus? 
Wilt  thou  thy  downing  ire  extend 
From  age  to  age  on  us? 

1  Eeb.  The  bnining  h>it  of  thj  wntli. 
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6  Wilt  thou  not  'turn,  and  kear  our  voice, 

And  us  a^in '  revive ; 
That  80  thy  people  may  rejoice 
By  thee  pi-eserved  aUve. 

7  Cau3B  us  to  see  thy  goodness,  Lord, 

To  us  thy  merey  shew ; 
Thy  saving  health  to  us  afford. 
And  life  in  m  reMW. 

8  And  now  what  Ood  the  Lord  will  speal:, 

I  will  go  itraight  and  hear ; 
Per  to  his  people  he  speaks  peace, 

And  to  his  saints  fiU  dear. 
To  his  dear  saints  he  will  speak  peace. 

But  let  them  never  more 
Eetum  to  folly,  but  turceoM 

To  treepma  as  before. 
9  Surely  to  such  as  do  him  fear 

Salvation  is  at  hand ; 
And  gloty  shall  ere  long  appear 

To  dwell  within  our  land. 

10  Mercy  acd  Truth  that  long  were  taiaied 

Now  joyfuUy  are  met ; 
Sueet  Peace  and  Righteousness  have  kissed. 
And  hand  tn  hand  are  let. 

11  Truth  from  the  earth,  like  to  a  flower. 

Shall  bud  and  blossom  then ; 
And  Justice  from  her  heavenly  bower 
Look  down  on  mortal  men. 

12  The  Lord  will  also  then  bestow 

Whatever  thing  is  good; 
Onr  land  shall  forth  in  plenty  throw 
Her  fruits  to  be  ourjood. 

13  Before  him  Righteousness  shall  go. 

Hie  royal  harbinger : 
Then*  will  he  come,  and  not  be  slow. 
Hie  footsteps  cannot  err. 

•Heb.  1 
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PSALM   LXXXn. 

1  Tht  graeioui  ear,  O  Lord,  incline, 

0  hear  ma,  /  clue  pray. 

For  I  am  poor,  and  almost  pime 

With  Deed,  and  tad  decay. 

Z  Preserve  my  soul,  for  '1  have  trod 

Thy  wajs,  and  love  the  just; 

Save  tbou  thy  servant,  0  my  God, 

Who  ttill  in  thee  doth  trust 

3  Pitv  me,  Lord,  for  daily  thee 

1  call;  4.  Oh,  make  rejoice 

Thy  servant's  soul ;  for.  Lord,  to  thee 
I  lift  my  soul  and  voice. 
&  For  thou  art  good,  thou.  Lord,  art  proaa 
To  pardon,  thou  to  all 
Art  fidl  of  mercy,  thou  tUona 
To  them  that  on  thee  calL 
0  Unto  my  supplication,  Lord, 
Give  ear,  and  to  the  cry 
Of  my  incessant  prayers  afford 
Thy  heating  graciously. 
V  I  iu  Uie  day  of  my  distress 
WiU  call  on  thee /or  aid; 
For  thou  wilt  grant  me/ret  aeceis. 
And  ajisner  wliat  I  prayed. 

8  Like  Ihee  among  the  gods  ia  none, 

0  Lord,  nor  any  works 

0/  aU  that  other  godi  have  done 
Like  to  thy  glorious  works. 

9  The  nations  all  whom  thou  hast  made 

Shalt  come,  and  all  thaU  frame 
1o  how  them  low  hcfore  thee,  Lord. 
And  gloriiy  thy  name. 

10  For  great  thou  ait,  and  wonders  gieat 

By  thy  strong  hand  are  done, 
Thou  in  thy  everlatting  teat 
Bemainest  God  alone. 

11  Teach  me,  0  Lord,  thy  way  matt  right, 

1  in  thy  truth  will  hide, 

To  fear  thy  name  my  heart  unite, 
So  ihallit  never  ttids. 
'  Heb.  I«mgooil,limng,  adoerofgoodaiidho^lMnca 


13  Tbee  will  I  praise,  0  Lord  my  Ood, 
ITtet  honour  and  ador$ 
"With  Taj  whole  heart,  and  blaze  abroad 
Thy  name  for  evennore. 

13  Tor  great  thy  mercy  is  toward  me, 

Aud  thou  bast  lieed  mv  soul, 

Even  &om  the  lowest  heU  set  tree. 

From  deepett  darkneu  fcml. 

14  0  God  I  the  proud  agaisst  me  rise, 

And  violent  men  are  met 
To  aeelc  my  life,  and  in  their  eyes 

No  fear  of  Uiee.have  set 
1&  But  tfaou,  Lord,  art  the  Qod  most  mild. 

Beadiest  thy  grace  ta  show. 
Slow  to  be  angry,  and  art  styled 

Moat  mercilul,  moat  txue. 
IB  Oh,  turn  to  me  thy  face  at  length. 

And  me  have  mercy  on ; 
Unto  thy  servont  give  thy  strength, 

And  save  thy  handmaid's  son. 
IT  Some  sign  of  good  to  me  afford, 

And  let  my  foes  then  see, 
Aud  be  ashamed ;  because  thou,  Lord, 

Dost  help  and  comfort  me. 


PSALM  Lxxxrn. 

1  AuoHO  the  holy  mountains  ii^lt 

Is  his  foundation  fast, 
Tkm:«  leattd  i»  kit  tanctuary. 
Hit  temple  there  is  placed. 

2  Bioa'a/air  gates  the  Lord  loves  more 

Than  all  the  dwellings  fair 
Of  Jacob's  land,  though  there  ie  ttore. 
And  ali  within  his  care, 
S  City  of  God,  most  glorious  things 

Of  thee  abroad  are  spoke ; 
4  I  menti<Hi  Egypt,  ii:here  proud  hingi 
Did  our forefatlten  yoke; 
I  mention  Babel  to  my  fiiends, 

Philistia/MH(j/»iwTO, 
And  Twe  with  Ethiop's  utmo»t  enS$, 
Lo  uiis  mau  there  was  bom : 
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6  But  taint  that  praite  $haU  vt  our  ear 
BflBaidof  SionZtMt; 
Tbis  and  tbia  raau  waa  bam  in  her. 
High  God  shall  fli  her  fast 
6  The  Lord  shall  write  it  in  a  scroll, 
That  ne'er  shall  be  out-worn, 
When  he  the  nationa  doth  enrol. 
That  this  man  there  was  horn. 
1  Both  they  who  sing,  and  they  who  dance, 
With  tacred  tongt  are  thert ; 
I&  thee/ffiA  brooka.  and  toft  ttream4  gUatce, 
And  all  my  fountsJiiB  dear. 


PSALM   LXXXVIII. 

1  Lord  God,  that  dost  me  save  and  keep, 

All  day  to  thee  I  cry ; 
And  all  night  long  before  thee  vie^. 
Before  Ihee  yroslrute  lie. 

2  Into  thy  presence  let  my  prayer 

With  i^ha  devout  aieend. 
And  to  my  cries  that  ceaselett  are. 
Thine  ear  with  favour  bend. 

3  For  cloyed  with  woes  and  trouble  store 

Surcharged  my  soul  doth  lie ; 
My  life  at  death'a  unckeerful  door 

Onto  the  grave  draws  nigh. 
1  Reckoned  I  am  with  them  that  pass 

Down  to  the  dismal  pit; 
I  am  a  man,'  but  weak,  alas  I 

And  for  that  name  unfit 
X  From  life  discharged  and  parted  quite 

Aiaong  the  dead  to  iUep; 
And  like  the  slain  in  bh^y  fight 
.     That  in  the  grave  lie  deep. 
Whom  thou  rememberest  no  more, 

Dost  never  more  regard; 
Them  from  thy  hand  delivered  o'er, 

Death'a  hideout  houae  hath  harred. 


A.  mtuj  witboat  mwl;  Btreugtli. 
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e  Thott  in  the  lowest  pit  profound 
Hath  set  me  all  forlorn. 
Where  thickest  darknesB  hoveri  fovtul, 
Iq  horrid  deepa  to  mourn. 
7  Thy  wrath./rom  wkiek  no  ikgtttr  lavet. 
Full  Bore  doth  press  on  me ; 
Thou  break'st  upon  me  all  thy  waTeB, 
And  all  thy  wavea  break  me.' 
6  Thou  doBt  my  friends  from  me  eBtrange, 
And  mak'Bt  me  odious. 
Me  to  them  odious,  for  tA«y  ckan^t, 
And  I  here  pent  up  thus. 
0  Through  sorrow,  and  aflliction  moat, 
Mine  eye  grows  dim  and  dead; 
Lord,  all  the  day  I  thee  enttpat, 
My  hands  to  thee  I  spread. 

10  Wilt  thou  do  wonders  on  the  dead? 

Shall  the  deceased  arise, 
Andpraise  thee  from  their  loaifuoma  htS 
With  paU  and  hollow  evei ! 

11  Shall  they  thy  loTing  kindness  tell 

On  whom  me  grave  hath  hold. 
Or  they  who  in  perdition  dweU, 
Thy  faithfulness  un/oH  ? 

12  In  darkness  can  thy  mighty  hand 

Or  wondrous  acta  be  known  ? 
Thy  justice  in  the  gloomy  land 
Of  dark  obhvion  ? 

13  But  I  \o  thee,  0  Lord,  do  ory, 

Ere  yet  my  life  be  spent ; 
And  up  to  thee  my  prayer  doth  hit. 
Each  mom,  and  thee  prevent 

14  Why  wilt  thou,  Lord,  my  soul  forsake, 

juid  bide  thy  face  from  me, 

lb  That  am  already  bruised,  and  *shaka 

With  terror  sent  from  thee  ?  ■ 

Bruised  and  afflicted,  and  n>  lote 

As  ready  to  expire ; 
While  I  thy  terrors  unde^o, 
Astonished  with  thine  ire. 
16  Thy  fierce  wrath  over  me  doth  flow, 
Thy  threatenings  cut  me  through  ■ 

>  Tbe  Hebrew  besrs  both.  '  Irs  coanudolMi 
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IT  AJl  day  the;  Tonnd  about  me  go, 
Like  waves  tbey  me  pursue. 

18  Lover  and  fiieod  thou  bast  Mmond, 
And  severed  from  me  for: 
Tbeyjfy  me  nou  whom  I  hare  Igred, 
Xud  aa  in  darknesa  are. 


A,   F&BAPHB&SE    ON   PSALM   CXIV. 

[This  and  Uie  (Allowing  Putin  wan  dons  by  the  Anthot  it  fiflM 
;«K  old.] 

Whkh  the  blest  seed  of  Terah'a  Mthful  son, 

AA«r  long  toil,  their  liberty  had  won, 

And  past  from  Fboriau  fields  to  Canaan  land. 

Led  by  the  strength  of  the  Almigh^B  hand, 

Jehovah's  wonders  were  in  Israel  shown. 

His  praise  and  gloiy  was  in  Israel  known. 

That  saw  the  troubled  ses,  and  shiTering  fled. 

And  soucht  to  hide  his  ^oth-becorled  head  | 

Low  in  uie  earth ;  Jordan's  clear  streams  recoil,  i 

As  a  faint  host  that  bath  received  the  foil  | 

The  high,  huge-bellied  mountains  skip  like  rams 

Amongst  their  ewes,  the  little  hills  like  lambs.  | 

Why  fled  the  ocean?    And  why  skipped  the  mounlame? 

Why  turned  Jordan  toward  his  crystal  fountains?  . 

Shaxe,  Earth  1  and  at  the  presence  be  aghast 

Of  him  that  ever  was.  and  aye  shall  laat ;  I 

That  glassy  floods  irom  rugged  tocke  cau  crush. 

And  mi^e  soft  rills  irom  fiery  flintrstones  gush.  i 


PSALM   CXXX7L 

Let  ub,  with  a  gladsome  mind. 
Praise  the  Lord,  for  he  is  kind: 
For  his  mercies  aye  endure. 
Ever  faithful,  ever  sure. 
Let  us  blaze  his  name  abroad. 
For  of  gods  he  is  the  God: 
For  his,  &e. 
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Oh,  let  OB  luB  praises  tell, 

Who  doth  the  wrathful  tyrants  quell: 

For  hia,  &c. 
'Who  with  his  mirticlea  doth  make 
Amazed  Heaven  and  earth  to  sbaks: 

J-or  his,  4o. 
'Who  bf  his  wisdom  did  create 
The  painted  heavens  bo  fiill  of  state : 

For  his,  &e. 
'Who  did  the  solid  esrth  ordain 


Who,  by  his  all  commanding  might. 
Did  fill  the  new-made  world  with  light 

For  bis,  &o. 
And  caused  tbe  golden-tress6d  sun 
All  tbe  day  long  his  coarse  to  run: 

For  his,  &B. 
The  horned  moon  to  shine  by  night. 
Amongst  her  spangled  BislerB  bright: 

For  his,  &c. 
He,  with  his  thunder>olasping  hand, 
Smote  the  firstborn  of  Sgypt  land : 

Forhia,  Sx. 
And  in  despite  of  Pharao  fell. 
He  brought  from  thence  his  Israel : 

For  his,  &e. 
The  ruddy  waves  he  cleit  in  twain 
Of  the  Erythrtean  main; 

For  his,  &o. 
The  floods  stood  still  hke  walls  of  glam, 
"While  the  Hebrew  bands  did  pass : 

For  bis,  &a. 
But  fiill  soon  they  did  devour 
Tbe  tawny  king  with  all  his  powev : 

For  his,  &a. 
His  chosen  people  be  did  bless 
In  tbe  wasteful  wilderness : 

For  ^1*^  &o> 
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Kings  of  prowess  and  n 

For  his,  4c. 
He  foiled  bold  Seoa  and  his  host. 
That  ruled  the  Amonean  ooast: 

Forhia,  Ac. 
And  lu^limbed  Og  he  did  subdua, 
With  all  hia  oyer-hsjdy  crew : 

For  his,  Ik. 
And  to  his  eerrast  Israel, 
He  gave  their  land  tlieiein  to  dwell : 

For  bis,  b; 
He  hath,  with  a  piteous  eye. 
Beheld  us  in  oiur  misery : 

For  his,  &c. 
And  freed  us  bova  tbe  elaveiy 
Of  the  inrading  enemy : 

For  bis,  fto. 
All  liTJng  creatures  he  doth  feed. 
And  with  full  band  supplies  their  need : 

For  his,  4c. 
Let  us  therefore  warble  forth 
His  miffhty  majesty  and  worth : 

For  his,  &o. 
That  bis  mansion  hath  on  high 
Above  the  reach  of  mortal  eye; 

For  his  mercies  aye  endut^ 

Km  faithfol,  ever  ■am. 


:sdi.,Google 


JOHAKNIS  MILTONI 

LONDIKENSIS 


tinoBDH  tutuquE  ditba  ismju  m 


Hea  qne  ■eqmmtnr  de  Anthore  teBtJmonia,  tunetol  ipte  hktollig^ 
bat  non  tarn  de  m  qii*m  aapra  ee  eafie  dicta,  eo  qaod  prHfUro  ingfliiko 
Tin,  nee  Don  Hmici  ita  t&i^  Holent  Uadore,  at  omnia  snia  potins  Tir- 
tatibua,  qatun  Teiitsti  congraentia  aimia  cupidi  afflngajit,  nololt 
tamen  homm  egragiiun  in  se  Tolnntatem  non  esse  notam  ;  cum  alii 

Uadia  iniidltua  totie  nb  ge  liribua  amolitar,  eibi^ue  quod  plue  aana 

ornm  atqoe  iiluBtrium  quia  sommo  sibi  hoaoti  docat,  negue  nan 


JOANNEU  MILTONICU  ANQLUU. 


AS  JOANNEM    MILTONEM    ANQLDM 


Ckde  Melea,  oedat  depresM  MinoiuB  uma; 

Sebelus  Tssaum  deBinBt  usque  locjui ; 
At  Thameais  victoT  cuDCtia  ferat  albor  uodaa. 

Nam  per  te,  MUto,  par  tribna  imua  erit 
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AD  JOANNEH  UILTONDU. 

Orscu  Heonidam,  jaotet  sibi  Bonu  Uaronem, 
Anglia  Miltonmn  jactat  utrique  parem. 

Skltaooi. 

AL  SiamOB  GIO.  MILTONI  SOBILB  INGLESE. 
Od«. 

Eaaaa  tH'  Etni  d  CU? 

Perche  di  atelle  intr«ccier6  corooa, 

Non  piu  del  biondo  Dio 

La  ironde  etema  in  Pindo,  e  in  Elicona, 

Diensi  a,  merto  magfjior,  maggiori  i  fregi, 

A'  celeste  virtu  celesd  pregi. 

Non  piio  del  tempo  edaoe 

Eimaner  preda,  eterno  alto  Tolore, 

Non  puo  r  oblio  iapa:Ce 

Forar  dalle  memorie  eoeelso  onore ; 

Su  r  arco  di  mia  cetra  un  dardo  forte 

Virtu  m'  adatti,  e  feriid  la  morte. 

Del  Ocean  profondo 

Cinta  dogli  ampi  goi^hi  Anglia  resiede 

Separata  dal  mondo, 

Pero  ohe  il  buo  valor  I'umana  accede : 

Qnesia  seoonda  Ba  prodture  Eroi, 

Ch'  baimo  a  region  del  eovrumaa  tra  noi 

Alia  virtu  sbajidita 

Danno  ne  i  petti  lor  fldo  licetto, 

Quella  ^U  i  sol  gradita, 

Perche  in  lei  san  Ixovar  gioia  e  diletto; 

RidiUo  tu,  Giovanni,  e  mostra  in  tanto 

Con  tua  vera  virtu,  vero  il  mio  canto. 

LuDgi  dal  patrio  lido 

gninse  Zenei  I'induBtre  ardente  brama; 

Cn'  udio  d'  Helena  11  grido 

Con  atirea  tromba  rimbombar  la  fama, 


Cosi  r  ape  ingegnoaa 

Trae  con  induatria  il  auo  liquor  ptegiato 


Bal  giglio  e  daJla  roea, 

E  quanti  vaghi  fiori  oroano  il  prato; 

Formano  un  dolce  suon  diyerse  ohorde. 

Fan  Tarie  voci  melodia  (toiicDrde. 

Di  bella  gloria  amante 

Milton  dal  Ciel  natio  per  Tarie  parli 

I«  peregrme  piante 

Volgesti  a  riceroar  scienze,  ed  art); 

Del  Gallo  regnator  vedesti  i  regni, 

E  dell'  Italia  ancor  gl'  Eroi  piil  degni 

Fabro  quasi  divino 

Sol  virtii  lintxacciaDdo  il  tuo  peosiero 

Vide  in  ogni  conflno 

Chi  di  nobil  valor  calca  il  sentiero ; 

L'  ottimo  dal  miglior  dope  ecegliea 

Per  fabbricar  d'ogni  ■virtu  1"  idea. 

Quanti  nacquero  in  Flora 

0  in  lei  del  parlar  Tosco  appreeer  1'  arte. 


II  mondo  fatta  etema  in  dotte  carte, 
Volesti  ricercar  per  tuo  tesoro 
E  parlasti  oon  lor  nell'  opre  loro. 

Nell' altera  BabeUe 

Per  te  il  parlar  confuse  Giove  in  T&no, 

Che  per  nuie  favelle 

Bl  se  stessa  trofeo  cadde  su  1  piano : 

Ch'ode  oltt' air  Anglia  il  auopiil  degnoidjoma 

Spa^a,  Fronda,  loscona,  e  Grecia,  e  Roma. 

Ipiu  profondi  arcani 

Cn'  occulta  la  natura  e  in  cielo  e  in  terra 

Ch'  k  ingegni  sovrumani 

Troppo  avara  tal'  hor  gli  chiude,  e  eerra, 

Chiaramente  conoaci,  e  giungi  al  fine 

Delia  moral  virtude  al  gran  confine. 

Non  batta  il  Tempo  1'  ale, 

Fermisi  immoto,  e  in  un  fermin  si  gl'  anal, 

Che  di  Tirtu  immortale 

Scorron  di  troppo  ingiuriosi  a  i  danni; 

Che  tf  opre  degne  di  poems  o  et"  '" 

Furon  gm,  1'  bai  present!  alia  m 
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HILTON  ■   POKITOa.  WOREH. 

Bammi  tua  dolce  cetra 
8«  Tuoi  ch'  io  dica  del  tuo  dolce  canto, 
Ch' inalzandoti  aJl'Etn 
Di  farti  huomo  celeste  ottiene  il  TftDto, 
n  Tamigi  il  diri  che  gl'  e  cODCesao 
Per  te,  buo  cigno,  parreggiftr  Penneaso 
I  o  che  ID  riva  del  Amo 
Tento  ^iegar  tuo  merto  alto  e  preclaro, 
8a  ohe  fatico  indamo, 
£  ad  anunjiar,  non  a  lodarlo  imparo ; 
Freno  dunque  la  lingua,  e  ascolto  0  core 
Che  ti  prende  a  lodar  con  lo  stupore. 
Del  tig.  AmoKio  Fiuhciki, 

Gentilhuomo  Fiorentmo. 


JOANNI MILTONI 


JumM  palria,  tnrtnfi&iii,  ctinu, 

Vino  qui  multa  peregrinalione.  studio  cuncta  athia  ter- 
nrum  loca  perspexit,  ut  novua  UlTsses  omnia  ubiquB  ah 
omnibus  apprehenderet: 

Poljglotto.  in  CUJU9  ore  Itngun  jam  deperdite  no  revi- 
vismiDt,  ut  idiomata  omnia  tdat  in  ejae  laudibuBinfacunda; 
et  jure  ea  percallet,  ut  admirationes  et  plausus  populorum 
ab  proprift  sapientia  excitatoa  intelligat: 

nii,  cujuB  animi  dotes  corporisqne  sensiu  ad  admira- 
tionem  eommovent,  et  per  ipsam  motum  culque  aufenmt ; 
oujus  opera  ad  plausus  hortantur,  sed  Tenustate'  Tooem 
laudatmibua  adimunt. 

Cui  in  memorill  totus  orbia ;  in  intellectu  sapientia ;  in 
Toluulate  ardor  glorite;  in  ore  eloquentia;  harmonicos 
ocelestium  sphtBramm  eonitos  aatroiiomi&  duce  audienti; 
oharacteies  mirabiUum  nature  per  quos  Dei  magnitudo 
describitur  magistrA  philosophii  legenti ;  antiquitatum 
latebras,  vetustads  excidia,  erudidonis  ambages,  comilfl 
asBidui  auetomm  lectione, 

"  EiqnireDti,  lestanntoli,  percnlrsatl. 
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mi  in  onjuB  virtutibus  erulgandis  ora  Famn  r 
ciant,  nee  hominum  stupor  ID  laudandis  satis  est,  n 
fit  amoris  ergo  hoc  ejus  meritia  debitum  admimtionia  tri- 
Outum  offart  Carolus  Dates,  Patrioiua  Florentinus, 

Tanto  homiiii  seims,  tanbe  Tirtutis  amator 
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ELEOIA  PBTHA. 
Ab    CuoLini    DioiuiTiii. 

Tahdeh,  cb&re,  tun  mihi  perrenere  tabellte; 

Fertulit  et  TOcea  nuncia  chaita  tuas; 
Pertiilit,  occiduA  Devee  Cestrenris  ab  orft 

VergiTium  prouo  qua  petit  amne  saluin. 
Multum,  erode,  J u vat  teiraB  aluisae  remotas 

Pectus  amaos  nostri,  tamque  fidele  caput, 
Quodque  mihi  lepidum  tellua  longinqua  sodalem 

Debet,  at  unde  brevi  reddere  juasa  velit. 
Me  tenet  urbB  reflua  quam  Thaniesis  aJluit  undi, 

Meque  neo  invitum  patria  dulcis  habet 
Jam  nee  anindifenim  mihi  cura  revisere  Gamum, 

Neo  dudum  vetiti  me  laris  angit  amor. 
Nuda  nee  arra  placent,  umbrasque  negantia  molles ' 

Quam  male  Fhtebicclia  convenit  Ole  locua  I 
Nee  duri  libet  usque  minaa  perlerre  magistri, 

Cieteraque  ingenio  non  aubeunda  meo. 
Si  Bit  hoc  esilium  patrios  adiisse  penates, 

Et  vacuum  curis  otia  grata  sequi, 
Non  ego  Tel  profugi  nomen,  aortemve  recuso, 

Ltetus  et  exilii  conditiane  fruor. 
O  utinam  vatea  nunquam  graviora  tulisset 

Hie  Tomitano  flebOis  exul  agro; 
Non  tunc  lonlo  quicquam  cessisset  Homero, 

NCTC  foret  victo  laue  tibi  prima  Maro. 
Tempore  nam  licet  hie  placidis  dare  libera  llusig, 

Et  totum  rapiunt  me  mea  vita  librl. 
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it  ad  plausus  gamifa  gcena  s\ 
Seu  catua  audiCur  senior,  e«u  prodi^s  liEerea, 

Seu  procus,  aut  posits  casBide  mOes  odesc, 
Bive  decetmali  fceeundua  lite  palronus 

DetODftt  inoulto  barbara  verba  foro ; 
Stepe  vafer  gnato  Buccuirit  aemiB  amanti, 

Et  uasum  rigidi  fallit  ubique  patris; 
Stepe  novos  illic  viigo  mirata  calores 

Quid  Bit  amor  nescit,  dum  quoque  neecit,  amot 
Sive  cruentatum  iuriosa  Tragtedia  sceptrum 

QnasBat,  et  efiiiBte  crinibua  ora  rotat, 
£t  dolet,  et  specto,  juvat  et  spectasse  dalendo, 

Interdum  et  lacryi'iia  dulcis  amaror  inest : 
Seu  puer  infelii  indelibata  reliquit 

Oaudia,  et  abrupto  flendus  amore  cadit; 
Seu  ferns  e  tenebns  iterat  Stjga  crimimB  ultor, 

Conscia  funereo  pectora  torre  movena ; 
Seu  mceret  Pelopeia  domua,  seu  nobilis  III, 

Aut  luit  inoestos  aula  Oreontis  avos. 
Sed  neque  sub  leoto  semper  neo  in  urbe  latemus, 

Irrita  nee  uobis  tempera  veria  eunt. 
Nos  quoque  lucus  habet  vicina  conaitus  ulmo, 

Atque  aubnrbani  iiobi]ia  umbra  loci. 
S^ius  bic  blandas  spiraulia  sidera  flammas, 

Virgineos  videas  prffiteriisse  choroa. 
Ah  quoties  dignte  atujiui  miracula  formte, 

Quse  possit  aeniuni  rel  reparaie  Joris ! 
Ah  quoties  vidi  auperantia  lumina  gemntaa, 

Atque  faces,  quotqiiot  volvit  uterque  polus; 
Coilaque  bis  vivi  Pelopia  que  braobia  vincant, 

Quteque  fluit  puro  nectare  tincta  via; 
Et  decus  eximium  frontis,  tremuloeque  capUlos, 

Aurea  qute  fallas  tetia  lendit  artiot; 
Pellacesque  gecas,  ad  qiioa  hyacinthina  BOrdet 

Purpura,  et  ipse  tui  floris,  Adoni,  rubor '. 
Cedite  laudats  toties  Heroides  olim, 

£t  quscunque  vagum  cepit  arnica  Jorem : 
Cedile  AchameniEB  tunita  fronte  puell», 

Et  quot  Susa  colunt,  Menmoniaraque  Ninon. 
VoB  etiam  Danate  fascea  aubmittite  NjmphEe, 

Et  Tos  Iliacte,  Romuleceque  nunis. 
Nee  Pompeianaa  Tarpeia  Musa  coluiuDas 

Jactet  et  Ausoniia  plena  theatra  itohs. 
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Oloria  Tirginibus  debetur  prima  Britannis, 

Exlera  eat  tdbi  ait  fcemina  posse  eequi. 
Tuque  urbs  Dardaniis,  Londinum,  stnicta  colonic 

Tumgenim  lata  nonapicienda  caput, 
Tn  niiaiuin  felis  intra  tua  nfflnia  daucUa 

Qaicquid  foimosi  pendulus  orbie  babet 
Non  tibi  tot  ccelo  santillant  astra  aeieno, 

Eudvmionete  tnrba  ministra  des, 
Quot  tibi,  eonapicuEB  farmAque  auroque  puelln 

Per  medias  radiant  turba  videnda  viaa. 
Creditor  hue  gemiiiiB  venisse  inTecIa  columbis 

Alma  pharetrigero  milite  oiacta  Venus, 
Huic  Cnidon,  et  riguas  Simoentis  flumine  ralles, 

Huio  Paphon,  et  roseam  post  habitura  Cypron. 
Am  ego,  dum  pueri  slnit  indulgeDlda  cieci, 

Moenia  quam  Bubito  linquere  fauBta  paro; 
Et  Titare  procul  malefldn  infamia  Circes 

Atria,  divini  Uoljos  usna  ope. 
Stat  quoque  juncosaa  Caml  remeare  paludes, 

Atque  iterum  raucsa  murmur  adire  scholffi. 
Interea  fldi  parrum  cape  munus  amici, 

Paucaque  in  altemoa  verba  coacta  modos. 


ELEOlA.  SECDNDA. 

Ahho  MjiTie  IT. 

/■  ohitum  Praeanli  JiaJaiici  Canld/riginua. 

Tb,  qui  ooQspicuua  bacnlo  fotgente  solebas 

Palladium  totiea  ore  eiere  gregem. 
Ultima  prteoonum  prceconem  te  quoque  steva 

Mors  rapit,  officio  nee  Tavet  ipsa  suo. 
Candidiora  licet  fuerint  tibi  tempora  plumis 

Sub  qujbus  accipimus  delituisse  Jovem ; 
O  dignua  tamen  Homonio  juvenescere  suoco, 

Dignua  in  ^sonios  vlTere  posse  dies, 
DignuB  quem  Stygiis  medicS  cCTOcaret  ab  nndia 

Arte  Coronides,  atepe  rc^aute  deft. 
Tu  si  jusBus  eras  aciea  accire  b^tas, 

Et  celer  ft  Phcsbo  nuntiua  ire  tuo. 
Talis  in  Iliaca  stabat  Cyllenius  aulft 

Alipee,  stberea  missus'  ab  arae  Patris. 
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BI.E«TlkR(ni   UBBS   FBIMCS. 

Talis  et  Eui^bales  ante  ora  fiirentis  Aohilli^ 

Rettulit  Atrids  jussa  seTera  ducis. 
Magna  sepulchronim  regiua,  satelles  Averni, 

Sffiva  nimis  Musis,  Falladi  sKva  nimis, 
Quin  illoB  rapias  qui  pondus  inutile  terrte, 

Turba  quidem  est  telis  ista  petenda  tuis. 
Vestibua  hunc  iptur  puUis  Aoademia  luge, 

£t  made  ant  kchrymis  nigra  feretra  tuis. 
Fuodftt  et  ipsa  modos  querefaunda  Elegeia  trist 

Feisonet  et  tods  atBim  mwaut  scbolis. 


ELEGIA  TERTIA. 

Anno  ^T*ri8  IT. 
Im  ebilmt  PrantU  WtnUmiauu} 

McEBTCs  eram,  et  taoitoa  nullo  comitante  aedebam, 

HterebaDtque  animo  tristia  plura  meo, 
FrotinuB  en  subiit  funests  claois  imago 

Fecit  in  Angljaco  quam  Libitina  solo; 
Dum  procerum  ingresaa  est  eplendentes  marmore  tun 

Dica  sepulchrali  mors  metuenda  faee ; 
Pulsavitque  auro  gravidos  et  jaspide  muros, 

Nee  metuit  Batrapum  stemeie  falce  greges. 
Tuno  memini  clarique  ducis,  fratisque  yerendi 

Intempestivis  oasa  oremata  rogia ; 
Et  memini  Heroum  quos  vidit  ad  (ethera  raptor 

Flevit  et  amissos  Belgia  tota  duces : 
At  te  pTScipue  luii,  diRnisHime  Prffisul, 

Wintoniieque  olim.  gloria  magna  tun; 
Delicui  fletu,  et  tristi  ao  ore  querebar, 

Mora  fera,  Tartareo  diva  secunda  Jovi, 
Nonne  satin  quod  sj-lra  tuas  persentiat  ira^ 

Et  quod  in  herbosoa  jua  tibi  detur  aKros. 
Quodque  afilata  tuo  marcescant  lilia  tabo, 

Et  CTocua,  et  pulchrte  Cjprldi  sacra  rosa, 
Neo  mnis  ut  semper  fluvio  contermina  querous 

Miretnr  lapaua  pretereontis  aqun  ? 

I  Lanoalot  Andi  ««■,  who  died  Sept  21, 1G36. 


)36  Hilton's  kiktical  worxb. 

£t  tibi  Buccumbit  liquids  que  pluiima  crelo 

Evehitiir  pennia  quamlibet  augur  asis, 
Et  qun  mille  nigris  errant  ^maJia  sylvis, 

Et  quod  alunt  mutum  Proteoa  antra  pecuH. 
Invida,  taiit&  tibi  cum  ait  concesssi  poteatas; 

Quid  juvat  buraaaa  tiugere  code  manus? 
Nobilemie  in  pectus  certoH  acuisse  sagittaa, 

Semideacaque  animam  eede  fugasae  sud? 
Talia  dum  lacrymaOB  alto  sub  pectore  toIvo, 

Roscidus  occiduiB  Heaperua  exit  aquis, 
Et  TarteasiBCO  submeraerat  eequore  cumim 

PhcebuB,  ab  Eob  littore  menaua  iter. 
Mec  moTtt,  membra  cavo  poaui  refovenda  Gubili, 

Condiderant  oculaa  uoxque  soporqite  meos : 
Cum  mihi  visus  eram  lato  apatiarier  agro, 

Heu  nequit  ingenium  visa  referre  meum. 
Dlic  punieea  radiabant  omnia  luce, 

TJt  matiitino  cum  juga  sole  lubent. 
Ac  veluti  cum  pandit  opes  Thaumantia  proles, 

Veatitu  nituit  multioolore  solum. 
NoQ  dea  tarn  Tariia  amavit  floribus  hortoe 

Alcinoi,  Zephyro  Chloria  amata  levi. 
Flumina  Temantea  lambunt  argentea  campos, 

Ditior  Hesperior  flavet  arena  Tago. 
Berpit  odoiifeTBS  per  opea  levis  aura  FaTOui, 

Aura  sub  innumeria  huraida  nata  rosis. 
Talis  in  extremis  terrie  Oangetidis  oris 

Lnciferi  legis  fiugitur  esae  domua. 
Ipse  racemiferis  dum  denaas  yitibus  umbras. 

Et  pelluoentes  miror  ubique  locos, 
Ecce  mihi  aubito  Fr^esul  Wintoniua  astat, 

Sidereum  nitido  fulsit  in  ore.jubar; 
Vestis  ad  auretos  defluxit  Candida  taloa, 

Infula  divinnm  cinxerat  alba  caput. 
Sumque  aenex  tali  incedit  TSnerandua  amicto, 

loti'emuit  Iteto  florea  terra  sono. 
Agmina  gemmatis  plaudunt  cffilestia  pennis, 

Fura  triumpbali  peraouat  sthra  tuba. 
Quiaque  novum  amplexu  comitem  cantuqne  salutat, 

Hosque  aliquis  placido  misit  ab  ore  sonos ; 
Nate  Teni,  et  natrii  felii  cape  gaudia  regni. 

Semper  ab  bine  duro,  nate,  labore  vaca. 
Dixit,  ez  aligera  teligerunt  nablia  turmee. 

At  mihi  cum  tenebria  auiea  pulsa  quies. 

Liooglc 


ELEGIA  QtJABTA, 
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CoRRR  per  immensurn  subito  mea  litter*  pontum, 

I,  pete  Teutonicos  Iffive  per  fequor  agros; 
Seguea  rumpe  moras,  et  nil,  precor,  obstet  eunti, 

Et  festinantis  nil  remaretur  iter. 
Ipse  ego  Sicauio  frffinantem  careers  ventoa 

^olon,  et  Tiridea  soUicitabo  Deos, 
Csmleamgue  miis  comitatam  Dorida  N^phia, 

Ut  tibi  dent  plaeidam  per  sua  regns  viain. 
At  tu,  a  poteiie,  celeres  tibi  siime  jugate 9, 

Vecta  quibus  Colchis  fi^t  ab  ore  viri; 
Ant  queis  Triptolemus  Seythicas  deveuit  in  oras 

Gratita  Eleusin^  nussus  ab  urbe  puer. 
Atque  ubi  Germanaa  flayere  videbia  arenas, 

Ditia  Ki  Hamburgffi  mienia  flecte  grsdum, 
Dicitur  oociso  quse  duoere  nomaa  ab  Hama, 

Cimbrica  quem  fertur  ckva  dedisse  neci. 
Viiit  ibi  antique  olarua  pietatis  honore 

PitBsul,  Cbristicolas  pascere  doctus  ores ; 
Die  quidem  est  anims  pluaquam  pars  altera  nostrte ; 

Dimidio  vitte  viTera  cogor  ego. 
Hei  mihi  1  quot  pelagi,  quot  montee  inteijecti, 

Me  faciunt  alia  parte  carere  mei ! 
ClhaiioT  ille  mibi  quam  tu  doctisaime  Graium 

Cliniadi,  pronepas  qui  Telamouis  erat ; 
Quamque  Stagirites  ^neroso  magmis  alumno, 

Qnem  pepeiit  Ljbico  Chaonia  alma  Jovi. 
Qualia  Amyntorides,  qu^lia  Ph-lyreiuB  heros 

Myrmidonum  regi,  taJia  et  ille  mibi. 
PriiDus  ego  Aonios  illo  p 

Lostrabam,  et  bifidi  si 
le  bausi  latices, 
o  sparai  iBta  ter  ora'meio. 
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FUmmeui  ex  a! 

Bisque  hoto  terrain  spaxsistj,  Chlori,  senflem 

Gnmine,  bisque  tuas  abetulit  Auster  opes; 
Necdum  ejus  licuit  nuhi  lumina  poBcero  vulta, 

Aut  linguEB  dolcea  aure  bibisse  aonos. 
Vade  igitur,  cursoqne  Eurum  prBrerte  Bonomm, 

Quam  Bit  opus  monitis  tea  docet,  ipsa  videa. 
InTeniea  dulci  cum  ooiijuge  forta  sedentem, 

Uulcentem.  gremio  pigDora  chara  suo, 
Foraitan  aut  Teteium  prffilarga  yolumina  patmia 

Veraantem,  aut  veri  biblia  eacra  Dai, 
CiBlestiTe  auimas  eatuTantem  rore  tenellas, 

Grande  Balutiferie  religioois  opuB. 
Utque  solet,  multam  dt  dicere  cara  ealutem, 

Dioere  quant  decuit,  d  modo  adesaet,  benus. 
Hnc  quoque,  paulum  oculos  in  bumum.  defixa : 

Verba  vereeundo  sis  memor  ore  loqui : 
Htec  tlbi,  si  teneria  vacat  inter  pnelia  Musia^ 

Mittit  ab  Angliaco  littore  fida  manus. 
Accipe  sinceram.  qoamvis  sit  sera,  aalutem ; 

Fiat  et  boo  ipso  gratior  ilia  tlbi. 
8era  quidem,  eed  vera  ^t,  quam  casta  reoepit 

Icaria  a  lento  Fenelopeia  viro. 
Ast  ego  quid  volui  maiufestum  billete  crimen, 

Ipse  quod  ex  omai  parte  levare  nequit? 
Ai^tbitur  tardus  merito,  noiamque  fatetur, 

£t  pudet  officium  desemisse  suum. 
Tu  mod6  da  veniarn  &sso,  veniamgue  roganti, 

Crimina  diminui.  quEB  pataere,  solent. 
Non  feruB  in  pavidoa  rictus  diducit  hiantea, 

Vulnifico  prDQOB  uec  rapit  ungue  leo. 
Baspe  aarissiiBri  cnidelia  peetora  Thracis 

Supplicis  ad  miBetas  deliouere  precea. 


Placat  et  iratoB  hostia  parva  Deoa. 
Jamque  diu  acripsisse  tibi  fuit  impetus  illi. 

NeTe  moras  ultra  ducere  pasaus  Amor. 
Nam  vaga  Fama  refert,  heu  nuntia  vera  malormn  I 

In  tibi  fiuilimia  bella  tumere  locia, 
Teque  tuamque  urbem  truculento  milite  cingi, 

Et  jam  Saioniooa  arma  parasse  duces. 
Te  circum  lata  campos  populatur  Enyo, 

Et  sata  came  Tirum  jam  cruor  arraiigat; 
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Germanisque  suum  concessit  Thtftcin  M,irtem, 

lUuo  Odiyeios  Mars  paler  egit  equos; 
Fetpetu6que  comansjam  deflorescit  oliva, 

Fugit  et  terisonam  Blri  perosa  tubam. 
Fugit  lo  terris,  et  Jam  non  ultima  Tirgo 

Creditur  ad  superasjusia  volasse  domos. 
Te  tamen  interea  belli  circumsonat  horror, 

Vivia  et  ignoto  solus  inopsqne  solo ; 
Et,  tibi  quam  patrii  nou  exhil)uere  penales, 

Sede  peregiina  qusris  egenus  opem. 
Patria  dura  parens,  et  saiis  sevior  albis 

Spumea  anas  pulsat  littoris  unda  tui, 
Siceine  te  deeet  iDuoouos  espoaere  fcetua, 

Sicctne  in  estemam  ferrea  ogis  humum, 
Et  sinis  ut  terrie  quserant  elimenta  remotis 

Quos  tibi  prospiciens  raiserat  rpae  Deus, 
£t  qui  Iffita  ferunt  de  cielo  uunlia,  quique, 

QiuB  via  post  cineres  ducat  ad  aatta,  docewt  ? 
Di^a  qiiidem  St^giis  t^ate  vivas  clausa  tenebris, 

^tem4que  anuns  ^^^  perire  fame! 
Haud  aliter  vates  terras  Thesbitidis  olim 

Fressit  inassueto  devia  tegqua  pede, 
Desertaaque  Arabum  salebras,  dum  regis  Achal'l 

Efiligit  atque  tuas,  Sidooi  dira,  mauus. 
Talis  et  homsono  lacerates  membra  fiagello, 

Paulns  ab  ^mathia  pellitur  m'be  Cilix. 
FiscosEeque  ipaum  Gei^esstc  civis  lesum 

Finibus  ingratos  juBsit  abire  suis. 
At  tu  sume  auimos,  nee  spes  cadat  anxia  curis. 

Nee  tua  concutiat  decolor  ossa  metus. 
Sis  etenim  quamvis  fuIgentibuB  obsitus  armis, 

Intententque  tibi  miUia  tela  necem. 
At  nullia  Tel  inerme  latus  violabitur  armis, 

Deque  tuo  cuspis  nulla  cruore  btbet. 
Namque  eris  ipse  Dei  radjante  sub  eegide  tutus, 

Ille  tibi  custos,  et  pugil  Hie  tibi ; 
Ille  Sionsx  qui  tot  sub  mmiiibus  arcis 

AsBjrioB  fudit  nocte  silente  vjros; 
Inque  fugam  vertit  quos  in  Samaritidas  oras 

Misit  ab  antiquis  prjsca  Damascus  agris, 
Terruit  et  densas  pavido  cum  rege  cohottea, 

Aere  dum  vacuo  bucciua  clara  eonat, 
Cornea  pulvereum  dum  T«rl>erat  imgula  campum, 

Currus  arenosam  dum  quatit  actus  humum, 
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Auditnrque  binnitus  equorum  ad  bella  ruent&m, 
£t  strepitus  feiri,  murmuraqiie  nlta  virilm. 

Et  hi  (quod  supereat  miseris)  iiperare  memento, 
Et  tiia  m^^aoimo  pectors  vmce  mak  ; 

Nm  dubitea  quaudoque  fmi  melioribus  aimis, 
Atque  itarum  patnos  passa  videre  lares. 


ELEOIA  QUINTA, 
kmto   Otitis   20. 


Is  Be  perpetuo  Tempua  ravolubile  gjra 

Jam  revocat  Zepbyros  Tere  tepente  noTOS ; 
[nduiturque  brerem  Tellus  reparata  juTeotam, 

Jamque  soluta  gelu  dulce  vireacit  bumua. 
Fallor?  an  et  nobis  redeunt  in  carmina  vires, 

Ii^eniiimque  mibi  munere  yens  adest  ? 
Munere  veris  adest,  iteruraque  vigescit  ab  illo 

(Quis  putet?),  atque  aliquod  jam  Hibi  poscit  opis 
Costalie  ante  oculos,  bifidumque  ciicumeQ  oberrat, 

Et  mibi  Fjreneii  somnia  nocte  fenint ; 
Concitaque  arcauo  fervent  mibi  peotora  moto, 

Et  furor,  et  eonitua  me  eacer  intus  a^it. 
Delius  ipae  venit,  video  Peneide  lauro 

Implicitos  criaea,  Delius  ipse  venit 
Jam  mibi  mena  liquidi  raptatur  in  ardua  eoeli, 

Petque  vagas  nubes  corpora  liber  eo ; 
Perque  umbras,  perque  antra  feror  penetralia  vatiuti, 

Et  mibi  fana  patent  interiora  Deum ; 
Intuiturqoe  animus  toto  quid  agatur  Oljmpo, 

Nee  fugiunt  oculos  Taxtara  cieca  meoa. 
Quid  tam  gra&de  sonat  distento  apiritus  ore  ? 

Quid  parit  bEeo  rabiea,  quid  sacer  iste  furorf 
Ver  mibi,  quod  dedit  ing^eninm,  eantabitur  illo ; 

Proftierint  isto  reddita  dona  modo. 
Jam  Fbilomela  tuos  follis  adoperta  novellia 

Instituia  modules,  dum  ailet  omae  nemus : 
Urte  e^o,  tu  sylva,  simul  incipiamua  utriquSt 

Et  ^mul  adveutum  veris  uterqae  canat. 
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Tens  lo  I  redicre  vices,  celebreurus  honores 

VeriB,  et  hoc  subeat  Musa  perennis '  opus. 
Jam  sol  ^thiopas  ftigiena  Tithoniaquo  arra, 
*   Flectit  ad  Arctoas  aurea  lora  plagas. 
Est  breve  iiootia  iter,  brevia  est  mora  noctis  opac£B, 

.  Honida  oum  tenebria  exulat  ilia  suia. 
Jamque  Lyoaonina  plaustrum  cceleste  Bootea 

Nod  long4  sequitar  fessus  ut  ante  via ; 
Nunc  etiam.  solitaa  eircum  Jovia  atria  toto 

Excubiaa  agitact  eidera  rara  polo. 
Nam  dolus,  et  ciedeB,  et  via  cum  noote  recessit, 

Neve  O^anteum  Dii  timuere  acehis. 
Forte  aliquis  scopuli  recubana  in  vertice  pastor, 

Boscida  cum  primn  sole  rubescit  humus, 
Hac,  ait,  hac  certe  caruiBti  nocte  puella, 

Phosbe  tu4.  celeres  quss  retineret  equos. 
Lnta  suas  repetit  sjlvaa,  pbaretramque  resumit 

Cyuttiia,  Luciferas  ut  videt  alta  rotas, 
Kt  tenuespouens  radios  gaudere  videtur 

OfEoium  fieri  tam  breve  fratris  ope. 
Desere,  Phcebus  ait.  thalamos  Aurora  seniles, 

Quid  juvat  effoato  procubuisae  tore  ? 
■n .  "^-'■J-.B  Yiriiii  senator  in  herba. 


Surge,  tuos  ignes  altus  Hjmettus  habet. 
Jlava  verecundo  dea  crimen  in  ore  fatetur, 


18  ur^et  equoe. 
Esuit  invisam  Tellus  rediviva  senectam, 

Et  cupit  amplesus,  Phcebe,  subire  tuos; 
Et  cupit,  et  digna  est.     Quid  enim  formosius  ilifl, 

Pandit  ut  omniferos  lusuriosa  sinus, 
A^ue  Arabum  epirat  messes,  et  ab  ore  venusto, 

Mida  cum  Paphiia  fundit  amoma  rosisl 
"" "IT  sBcro  frons  ardua  luco, 


Cingit  ut  IdMam  pinea  turris  Opim ; 
Et  vatio  madidos  intexit  flore  capillos, 

Floribus  et  visa  eat  poaae  placere  suis. 
Floribus  efiusos  ut  erat  redimita  caplllos 

Tenario  placuit  diva  Sicana  Deo. 
Aspice,  Pliffibe,  tibi  faciles  hortantur  amores, 

Mellitaaque  movent  flamina  vema  preces. 
CinnameS  Zepbyrus-lave  plaudit  odonfer  ali, 

Blanditiasque  tibi  ferre  vldentur  aves. 

lldit  Iftia. 
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Nec  sine  dote  tuos  tcmer&ria  qlicrit  amores 

Terra,  nee  optatos  poscit  egena  toros, 
Alma  fialutiferum  meoicos  tibi  graraeu  in  usua 

Pi'Bbet,  et  hinc  titulos  adjuvat  ip»a  tuoa. 
Qu6d  Bi  te  predum,  a.  te  fulgentia  taiigunt 

Uunera  (muneribua  sKpe  coemptua  Amor), 
Bla  tibi  osteutat  quascunque  sub  Kquore  Yaslo, 

Et  superinjeclJB  montibiiB  abdit  apes. 
Ah  quoUeB,  cum  tu  clivoso  fesmu  Ol^'mpo 

In  veapertiuBfi  prKcipitaris  aquas, 
Cur  te,  ini^uit,  cuteu  lauguentem,  Phoebe,  diumo 

Hesperiia  recipit  Csnila  mater  aquiB  ? 
Quid  tibi  cum  Tethv?    Quid  cum  TarCeBBide  Ijmpha, 

Dia  quid  immimda  peiluis  ora  sala  ? 
Frif^ra,  Phcebe,  mek  melius  captabis  iu  umbra, 

Huo  ades,  ardentes  imbue  rare  comas. 
Jlailior  egelida  yeniet  tibi  somnus  in  berba. 

Hue  ades,  et  gremia  lumiiia  pone  ruea. 
Quaque  jacea,  circum  mulcabit  lene  susurrana 

Aui'a,  per  humentea  corpora  fusa  rosaa. 
Nee  me  (crede  milii)  terrcnt  Semeleia  lata, 

Neo  Fhaetonteo  fumidus  axis  equo; 
Cum  tu,  Flicebe,  tuo  sapieotius  uteris  igui, 

Hiic  ades,  et  gremia  lumina  pone  meo. 
Sic  Tellus  Jasciva  suos  suspirat  amores; 

Matris  in  exemplum  cetera  turba  ruunL 
NnnG  etenim  toto  currit  ragus  orbe  Cupido, 

Langueutes^ue  fovet  eolis  ab  igne  faces. 
tusonuere  novis  lethalia  camua  nerris, 

Triste  micant  ferro  tela  conisca  novo. 
Jamque  vel  invictam  tenlat  auperasse  DiaiKun, 

Quieque  sedet  eacro  Vesta  pudica  foco. 
Ipsa  senescentem  reparat  Tenna  annua  formam, 

Atque  iterum  tepido  creditur  orta  mari. 
Marmoreas  juvenes  clamant  Hyme&Ece  per  uibea, 

Littus  la  Hymen,  et  cava  aaia  sonant 
Gultior  ille  lenit,  tunicEi^ue  decendor  aptft, 

Puniceum  redolet  vestis  odora  crccum. 
E^diturque  &equenH  ad  amteni  gaudia  Teria 

Virgineos  auro  cineta  puella  sinus.  [unum, 

Votum  est  cuique  suum,  votum  est  temen  omnibus 

Ut  aibi  qitem  cupiat,  det  Cjdierea  virum. 
Nunc  quoque  septenft  modulatur  arundine  pastor, 

Et  sua  qute  jtmgat  carmina  Phjllis  habeL 


ELEaiARriii  LTBEn  pniuu^. 

Navita  noctumo  placat  sua  sidera  cantu, 

Delphiuasque  leves  ad  vada  summa  vocat. 
Jupiter  ipse  alto  cum  coojuge  ludit  Oljmpo, 

Convocat  et  famulus  ad  sua  festa  Deos. 
Nunc  etiam  Satjri,  cum  sera  crepuecola  surguut, 

Perrolitant  celeri  fiorea  rura  choro. 
Sj'lTanusque  suii  oyparissi  ironde  revinotus, 

Semicaperque  Deiis,  semideuaque  caper. 
Quasqua  sub  artoribus  Dryedee  latuere  Tetustis 

Per  juga,  per  solos  espatiantur  agros. 
Per  sata  luxuriat  fruticetaflue  Mtenalius  Paa, 

Vis  Cjbele  mater,  vis  sibi  tuta  Ceres; 
Atque  afiquam  oupidus  prtedatur  Oreada  Paunus, 

Consulit  in  trepidos  dum  sibi  nympha  pedes, 
Jamque  latet,  latitansque  cupit  male  tecta  videii, 

Et  fiigit,  et  fugiens  pervelit  ipsa  capi. 
Dii  quoque  non  dubitant  ccbIo  pnepotiere  sylvas, 

Et  sua  (jiiisque  sibi  numina  lucus  habet, 
Et  sua  quisque  diu  sibi  numina  lucus  habeto, 

Nee  Tos  arborea,  dii,  precor,  ite  domo. 
Te  referaot  miseris  te,  Jupiter,  aurea  terris 

SsBcla,  quid  ad  nimbos  aspera  tela  redis? 
Tu  saltern  lente  rapidos  age  Phtebe  jugalea 

Qu&  potes,  et  seusira  tempora  vena  eant ; 
Brumaque  prodnctas  tarde  terat  hispida  uoctea, 

Ingruat  et  nostro  serior  umbra  polo. 


ELEGIA  SEXTA. 

Ad  CiBOLDM  Deodatok  ntri  comTrun-anlim, 

Qui  cam  IJibat  Deeemb.  leriptiutl,  ct  txa  mnnina  lacuiaH  ptithilia: 
li  ntUlo  miauM  tufnt  bona,  quad  in/tr  lauliliat,  guibut  trat  ab  cjmii 
excfptusy  haud  9aiu  felicem  operant  Mtaii  dare  tt  poaae  nffirmabai,  -i 

MiTTO  tibi  sanam  non  jileno  ventre  salutem. 

Qua  tu  distento  forte  catere  potes. 
At  tua  quid  nostram  prolectat  wusa  camronam, 

Neo  smit  oplatas  posse  sequi  teuebras  ? 
Carmine  scire  velis  qiiam  te  redamemque  colam^ne, 

Crede  mihi  vis  hoc  carmine  scire  queas. 
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Nam  ncque  noster  amor  modnlia  includitur  aretis^ 

Neo  Tcnit  ad  claudos  integer  tpss  pedes. 
QuJLiD  bene  Mlenaea  epulas,  hiJ&remque  Becembrem, 

Featoque  ccetifugam  quie  coluere  Deum, 
DalicUaque  refers,  hybemi  gaudia  mris, 

Hftustaque  per  lepidos  Oidlica  musta  focoa ! 
Quid  quereris  refugam  vino  dapibusque  poesm  ? 

Carmen  amat  Bacchum,  carmina  Bacobus  amaL 
Nee  puduit  Phcebum  yiiides  gestaaae  corymbos, 

Atque  bederam  lauro  praposaisse  bu^ 
Biepius  Aoniis  clamavit  collibus  Eiice 

Mista  ThToneo  turba  uovena  choro. 
Naso  Corallteis  mala  carmina  misit  ab  agris: 

Non  illic  epula,  non  sata  vitis  erant 
Quid  niai  vina,  rosas<|ue  racemifenimqiie  Ljeeum, 

Cautavit  brevibus  Teia  Musa  modis  ?        • 
FindaiicoGque  inflat  niimeros  Teumesius  Euan, 

Et  redolet  sumptum  pogiaa  qiueque  menim ; 
Dum  giuTis  everao  cumiH  erepat  aie  aupinua, 

Et  yolat  Eleo  pulvere  t'uscua  equea. 
Quadrimoque  madens  Lyricen  Romanus  laccbo 

Dulcecanit  Glyceran,  flavjcomamque  Cbloen. 
Jam  qnoque  lauta  tibi  geueroso  mensa  paratu 

MeDtis  alit  Tires,  ii^eniumque  fovet 
Uasaica  fcecuDdam  despumant  pocula  venam, 

^undia  et  ex  ipgo  condita  metra  cado. 
Addimua  hla  artea,  fusumque  per  intiina  Fbcebnm 

Corda,  favent  uni  Bacchus,  Apollo,  Cerea 
Scilicet  baud  minim  tam  dulcla  carmiaa  per  te 

Numine  composito  trea  peperisse  Deos. 
Nuuc  quoque  Thresaa  tibi  ciekto  barbitos  auro 

Insonat  argula  molliter  icta  maun ; 
Auditurque  chelys  suspensa  tapetia  cireum, 

Virgineos  tremuloi  qus  regat  arte  pedea. 
Itla  tuas  saltern  teneast  spectacula  musaei, 

Et  rerocent,  quantum  crapula  pelbt  iaera, 
Credo  mibi  dum  psallit  ebur,  eomitataque  plectnnn 

Implet  odoratoa  festa  chorea  tboloa ; 
Percipiea  tacitiim  per  pectiu^  aerpere  Fhcebimi, 

Quale  repentinus  peimeat  ossa  calor, 
Perque  puellares  ociilos  digitiimque  aonantem 

Imiet  in  totos  lapsa  ThaJia  sinus. 
Namque  elegia  levia  miiltorum  cura  Deorum  est, 
£t  Tocat  od  uumcivB  quemlilKt  ilia  auoa; 


Lii-er  adest  elegia,  Eratoque,  Ceresqiie,  VenusquC, 

Et  cum  purpurea  matre  tenellus  Amor. 
TaJibus  ioae  licent  conTiTia  larga  poetia, 

Sspius  et  veteri  commaduisse  mem. 
At  qui  beUa  lefert,  et  adulto  sub  Jove  coelum, 

Heroaeque  pios,  semideoEque  duces, 
Et  nunc  sancta  cauit  superum  consults  deoruin, 

Nunc  latiuta  feio  legna  profuuda  cane, 
Hie  quidem  parce,  Samii  pro  more  magistri, 

Vivat,  et  jnnocuos  pnebeat  herba  cibos; 
Stet  pixipe  fagineo  peUucida  Ijmpha  catillo, 

Sobriaque  e  puro  pocula  foute  bibat 
Additur  huio  scelerisque  vacans,  at  casta  juventos. 

Et  rigidi  mores,  et  sine  labe  manua. 
Qualis  Teste  nitens  sacrfi,  et  lustralibus  undis 

Surpe  ad  infensos  augur  iture  Decs. 
Hoc  ntu  vixisBe  feiiint  post  rapta  sagacem 

Lumina  Tiresian,  Ogjgiumque  linon, 
Et  lare  devoto  profugum  CalcbauCa,  senemque 

OrpbeoD  edomitia  Eola  per  antra  feris; 
Sic  dapis  exiguus,  sic  rivi  potor  Homerus 

Duliohium  vexit  per  freta  longa  viruin, 
Et  per  monstriiicam  Perseite  Fbcebados  aulam, 

Et  vada  fosmineis  ineidiosa  Bonis, 
Perque  tuas,  res  ime,  domos,  ubi  sangnine  nigro 

Bicitur  umbrarum  detinuisse  greges. 
Diis  etenim  sacer  est  vates,  diviunque  sacerdos, 

Spirat  et  occuUma  pectus,  et  ora  Jovem. 
At  til,  siquid  ogam,  scitabere  (ai  modo  saltern 

Esse  putas  taoti  noaoera  siquid  agam). 
Pacifenun  canimus  cffilesti  semine  regem, 

Faustaque  sacratis  PKCula  pacta  libiis, 
VagiCumque  Dei,  et  atabulautem  paupere  tecto 

Qui  suprema  suo  cum  patre  regna  colit, 
Stelliparumque  polura,  modulantesque  Kthere  turmaa, 

Et  subito  elisos  ad  sua  fana  Deas. 
Dona  qnidem  dedimua  Cbristi  nat&libus  ilia. 

Ilia  Bub  auroram  lusinibi  prima  tulit 
Te  quoque  pressa  manent  patiiis  meditata  cicutis, 

Til  mihi,  cui  recitcm,  jiiaicia  instor  eiis. 
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NoNDCu  blanda  tuas  leges,  Amathusia,  nSram, 

£t  Faphio  TBcnum  pectus  ab  igae  fiiit 
SKp  cupidineas,  puenlia  tela,  sagittas, 

Atque  tumu  spievi  maxime  numen  Amor, 
Tu  puer  imbelles,  dixi,  transfige  columba^ 

ConTeniunt  tenero  mollia  beOa  ducL 
Aut  de  paBBeriI>u9  tumidos  age,  parre,  triiunpho^ 

Hsc  Biint  milities  digna  tropbaea  tiue. 
In  genua  humanum  quid  inoiiia  dirigis  arma? 

Noa  valet  io  fortes  ista  pharetra  viroH. 
NoQ  tulit  hoo  Cjprius  (neque  enim  Deus  ullua  ad  iraa 

Promptior),  et  duplici  jam  feruB  igne  calet. 
Ver  erat,  et  sumnue  radians  per  culmina  tIIUb 

Attulerat  primani  lux  tibi,  Male,  dleni : 
At  mihi  adhuo  refugam  qmerebant  lumina  noctem. 

Nee  matutinum  suatinuere  jubar. 
Astat  Amor  lecto,  pictis  Amor  impiger  alia, 

Prodidit  astantem  niota  pharetra  Deum : 
Prodidit  et  faciea.  et  dulce  miuantiB  ocelli, 

Et  quicquid  puero  diguum  et  Amore  fuit. 
Talis  in  ffitemo  jurenis  Sigeius  Olympo 

Miscet  ajnatori  pocula  plena  Jovi ; 
Awt  gui  formosas  pellexit  ad  oscula  nymphes 

TbiodamantsuB  Naiade  raptus  Hflas. 
Addideratque  iraa,  eed  et  baa  decuisse  putares, 

Addideratque  truces,  nee  sine  felle  micas. 
Et  miser  exemplo  sapuisBes  tutiiis,  inquit, 

Nunc  mea  quid  possit  destcra  testis  ens. 
Inter  et  expertos  vires  numerabere  nostras, 

Et  faciam  vero  per  tua  damna  fidera. 
Ipse  ego,  si  nescis,  atrato  Pjthone  superbum 

Edomui  Phcebum,  cessit  et  ille  mihi ; 
Et  quoties  meminit  Feoeidos,  ipse  fatetur 

Certiua  et  gravius  tela  nocere  mea. 
Me  nequit  adductum  ourvare  peritius  arcum, 

Qui  jiost  t«rga  solet  vinoere  Paribus  eques; 
Gjdomusque  mibi  cedit  venator,  et  Ole 

Inecius  usori  qui  secis  author  eraL 
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Est  etiam  nobis  ingens  quoque  Tictus  Orion, 

HerculeEeque  manus,  Hereuleusque  comes. 
Jupiter  ipite  licet  sua  fulmina  torqueat  in  me, 

Hterebuat  lateri  spiculii  nostra  Jovis. 
CtEtera  qu»  dubitaa  melius  mea  tela  docebunl, 

£t  tua  DOQ.  leiiter  corda  petenda  mibi. 
Neo  te.  stulte,  tus  poterunt  defenders  musw, 

Nee  tihi  PhcebtBus  pomget  anguis  opem. 
Dixit,  et  aurato  quatiens  mucrone  sagiEtam, 

Evolat  in  tepiaos  Cvpridoa  ille  sinus. 
At  mihi  risiu-o  tonuit  ferus  ore  minaci, 

Et  mihi  de  puero  noa  metus  allua  erat 
Et  modo  (ju4  nostri  spatiantur  in  urbe  Qtiirites, 

Et  modo  Tillarum  proxima  rura  plocent 
Turbft  frequens,  facieque  similliraa  turba  dearum 

Splendiaa  per  medias  itque  reditque  vias. 
Auctaque  luce  diea  gemino  fulgore  coruscat, 

Pallor?     An  et  radios  hino  quoque  Phtebua  habet? 
Htec  ego  uon  fugi  Epectacula  grata  severusi 

Irapetus  et  quo  me  fert  juveailie,  a^or, 
Liimina  Inraitiibus  male  proTidus  obvia  misi, 

NeTe  oeuloa  potui  oonlinuisse  meos. 
Unam  forte  a!  lis  eufiereminuisse  notabam, 

PiTUcipium  nostri  lux  erat  ilia  mali. 
Sic  Venus  optaret  mortaJibus  ipsa  rideri 

Sic  regina  Deum  conspicienda  fuit 
Hanc  memor  objecit  nobis  malus  ille  Cupido,         ' 

Solus  et  boa  nobis  texnit  ant^  dolos. 
Nee  procul  ipse  vafer  latuit,  multceque  BagitbB, 

Et  facis  a  tergo  giande  pependit  onus. 
Nee  mora,  nunc  ciliia  btesit,  nunc  Virginia  ori, 

Insilit  hinc  labiia.  insidet  inde  genis : 
Et  quascunque  agilis  partes  jaculator  oberntt, 

Hei  mihi,  mille  locis  pectus  iuerme  ferit 
Fi'otiiiua  insoliti.  subierunt  corda  furores, 

UroT  amans  intils,  fiamma^ue  totus  eram. 
luterea  mieero  quic  jam  mibi  sola  placebat, 

Ablata  est  oculis  non  rcditura  meis. 
Ast  ego  progredior  tacite  querebundue,  et  excors, 

Et  dubius  volui  sx-pe  reterre  pedem 
Findor,  et  hnc  remanet,  sequitur  pars  altera  TOtum, 

Raplaque  tam  subiti  gaudia  flece  juvat 
Sic  dolet  amissum  proles  Junonia  c:x]um, 

Inter  Lemniacos  preecipitata  focos. 
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Tdis  et  a^reptiiin  eolem  res^iit,  ad  Orcum 

VectuB  Bib  uttomtia  Amphiaraus  equis. 
Quid  faciom  infelix,  et  luctu  victue  ?    Amorea 

Neo  licet  inceptoa  ponere,  neve  sequi. 
0  udnftm,  spectare  eemel  mihi  detur  amatos 

ToltDB,  et  corem  triatia  verba  loqui ! 
Foraitaii  et  duro  hoq  est  adamante  creata. 

Forte  uee  od  nostras  surdeut  il]a  pieces. 
Crede  mihi,  nullus  sic  infeliciter  areit, 

PoDU  in  exemplo  primna  et  unus  ego. 
Paioe,  preeor,  teneri  cum  sis  Deii3  ales  amorig, 

Pigment  officio  nee  tua  facta  tao. 
Jam  tuus  O  certi  est  mihi  formidabilia  arcus, 

Nate  deS,  iaculia  nee  minus  igne  potena : 
Et  tua  fumabunt  nostria  altaria  donia, 


Deme  meos  t&udem,  verum  neo  deme.  furores, 
Nescio  cur,  miser  est  suaviter  omnia  atnans : 

Tu  modo  da  facilis,  posthwo  mea  siqua  futura  esi, 
Cuspis  amaturos  figat  ut  una  duos. 


Hjec  e)to  mente  olim  Iterft,  studioque  sapiai>, 

Nequitiw  posui  vana  tropbiea  mese. 
Scilicet  abieptum  sio  me  m  >lu3  impulit  error, 

Indociiiaque  staa  prava  magistiit  fuit. 
DoDec  Socraticos  umbroaa  Academia  rivos 

PrEhuit,  admiasuni  dedocuitque  jugum. 
Protinua  estinctis  e\  illo  tempore  flammia, 

Cincta  rigent  multo  pectora  nostra  gelu. 
Unde  snis  ftic;iia  metuit  puer  ipse  sa$;ittia, 

Et  Diomed^am  vim  timet  ipsa  Veuua. 
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CnM  ^mul  io  rfgem  nnper  sBtrapasque  Britaiui 

Aasiiaes  lufAaduin,  perfide  F&uxe,  nefas. 
Pallor?    An  et  mitis  voluiBti  ex  parte  Tideri, 

Et  penaare  mal&  cum  pietate  scelua  ? 
Scilicet  hoa  alia  missuras  ad  atiia  c<eH, 

Sulphuieo  ciUTU  flaTDmivolisque  rotis. 
Qnaliter  ille  feris  caput  inviolabile  Farcis 

liquit  liJrdiuiioB  turbine  raptus  agios. 


IN    EANDBM. 

SlcciKB  teiitBati  c(b1d  donasse  lacobum 

Que  eeptemgemino  Bellua  monte  lates? 
Ni  meliora  tuiun  poterit  dare  munera  numen, 

Farce  preoor  danis  insidiosa  tuis. 
Ule  quidem  sine  te  consortia  aerus  adirit 

Astra,  neo  infemi  pulveria  usua  opa 
Siopotiiis  fcedos  in  ccelura  pelle  cuculloB, 

Et  quot  habet  brutoa  Roma  profana  Ueos, 
Karoqoe  hao  aut  alia  nisi  quemqne  adjuTeris  a 

Crede  mihi,  coeli  vis  bene  scandet  iter. 
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Et  nee  inultus,  ait,  temnes  mea  sacra  Britonoe: 

SuppUcium  spreta  nligione  dabis. 
Kt  si  stelligeras  unquam  penetraierie  arces, 

Non  nisi  per  flammas  triste  patebit  iter. 
0  Quam  tunesto  cecinisti  proxima  vero, 

Verbaque jponderibuB  tis  earitura  suis ! 
Nam  prope  Tartareo  eublime  rotatus  ab  igm 

Ibat  ad  stherexi  umbra  perusta  pla^aa. 


Qdxn  modo  Boma  suia  devoverat  impia  diris. 
El  Styge  damniirat  Ttenarioque  siou, 

Hunc  vice  mutate  jam  tollere  gestit  ad  astro, 
Et  cupit  ad  Buperoa  eveliere  usque  DeoB. 


IN    INVENIOREM    BOUBABD.^. 

lAPBTioNniEM  laudavit  neca  vetustas, 
Qui  tnlit  tedieream  Eolis  ab  axe  facem ; 

At  mihi  major  erit,  qui  lurida  creditur  arma, 
Et  brifidum  ftilmen  surripuisse  Jon. 


AD  LEONOBAH   BOH£   CANENTEU. 
Angelcs  miicuiqne  buub  (sio  credite  gentes) 

ObtJgit  ietherei3  ales  ab  ordinibus. 
Quid  minim,  Leouora,  tibi  si  gloria  m^jor? 

Nam  tua  prtesentem  vox  sonat  ipsa  Deum. 
Aut  Deus,  auC  vacui  cmte  meua  tenia  cisli. 

Per  tua  secret6  guttura  serpit  agena; 
Berpit  agens,  faeilisque  docet  mortalia  oorda 

Sensim  immortali  aesuescere  posse  »ono. 
Quod  d  cuncta  quidem  Dcus  est.  per  cuuctaque  fiiJtti. 

la  te  tmiL  loquitur,  CKtera  mutus  babeL 
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AD    EANDEM. 


Altera.  Torquatnm  cepit  Leonora  poetam, 

Cujus  ab  insano  cessit  atnore  fur^ns. 
Ah  miser  ille  tuo  quanta  feliciue  tevo 

Perditua,  et  propter  te,  Leonora,  forei  I 
Et  te  Pieiid  eensisset  voce  canentem 

Aurea  matemte  fila  movere  lyr^ : 
Quamvis  Dircieo  torsisset  lumina  Pentlieo 

Sfevior,  aut  totua  desipniasct  iners, 
Tu  tfijnen  errantes  (seca  vertigme  Bensus 

Voce  eadem  poteraa  compoauisse  tun ; 
Et  poteraa,  legro  spirans  sub  corde,  quietem 

flesauimo  cantu  reatituisae  eibi. 


CitEDniA  quid  liquidam  Sirena  Neapolj  .jactia, 

Claraque  Partheuopes  faua  Acbeloiados, 
Littoreamque  tua  delunctam  Naiada  ripa, 

Corpora  Cbalcidico  sacra  dedisse  rogo  ? 
nia  quidem  vivitque,  et  amcena  Tibridis  und^ 

Mutavit  rauci  murmura  Paueilipi. 
Illic  Romulidum  studiia  omata  eecundia, 

Atque  homrnea  cantu  detmet  atque  Decs. 


APOLOGUS   DE   RDSTICO    ET    HEHO.l 

KusTicua  es  malo  sapjdissima  poma  quotannis 

Legit,  et  urbano  lecla  dedit  Domino  : 
Hinc  iucredibili  &uctua  dulcediue  captus. 

Malum  jpsam  in  proprias  traustulit  areolae, 
ilactenus  ilia  ferax,  sed  longo  debiliB  levo, 

Mota  Bolo  Bssueto.  proliuus  aret  iners. 
Quod  tandem  ut  patuit  Domino,  spe  lueus  iuani, 

DamcaTit  celerea  in  sua  damna  manus. 
Atque  ait,  "  Heu  quanto  aadua  fuit  iOa  Coloni 

(Parra  licet]  grato  dona  tulisse  animo  I 
Poaaem  ego  avaritiam  I'ltenare,  gulamque  vorf  ~  ~ 

Nunc  periere  mihi  et  I'oetua,  et  ipse  parens.' 
1  Added  in  the  edition  of  1673. 
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IH  OBITDM    PROCANCELLAKH  MBDICL> 
Ahhd  MTkTia,  16. 

Faubbs  fati  discite  le^bua, 
Manuaque  Parcte  jam  date  aupplicea, 

Qui  penduluQi  telluris  orbem 
lapeti  colitia  nepotes. 

Vos  si  relicto  mors  voga  Ttenaro 

Semel  Tocarit  flebilia,  heu  mors 
Tentantur  ineassum  dolique ; 
Per  teaebras  Stygis  ire  eertom  cut. 

8i  desdnatAin  pellere  dextera 

Mortem  valeret,  non  fenis  Hercules, 

^mathia  jacuisset  OetA, 
Nee  fraude  turpi  Palladis  JUTidiB 
Vidisset  ocdsum  Iliou  Hectora,  aut 
Quern  larva  Pelidis  peremit 
Ense  LocTO,  Jore  lacrymants. 
8i  triste  fatum  verba  Hecateia 
Eugare  possint,  Tolegoni  parens 
Vixifiset  infemis,  potentique 
^giali  soror  uea  virga. 
Nnmenque  trinum  fallere  ai  queaut 
Artea  medentum,  ignotaque  grsmlna, 
Non  gnarus  herbaram  Macbaon 
Eurjpjli  ceoidisset  hasti. 

'  Dr.  John  Ooslyn,  Master  of  CbIiis  College,  »nd  the  king"*  proft*- 
lor  of  physic,  who  died  when  he  was  &  second  time  vice  oluuicdluc, 
1.  Ootiiber,  Iftie.    So  thBt  the  date  of  Milton's  B«e  i»  Wong, 


^  ioogle 


Nee  tela  te  fulmenque 
Ctese  puer  genitncis  aiyu. 
Toque  O  aionmo  major  Apollme, 
Oentis  togate  cni  legimen  datum, 
Frondosa  ijuem  ntino  Cirrha  lugcb 
£t  mediis  Helicon  in  ncdia, 
Jam  pnefuisses  Falladio  gregi 
LtetuB,  Buperatea,  neo  sine  gloria. 
Nee  puppe  lustrasees  Charontis 
Hombiles  barathri  reGeB8u& 
At  fila  Tupit  Persephone  tua, 
Irata,  cum  te  viderit,  artibua, 
Suoooque  pollenti,  tot  atria 
Fauciboa  eripuisae  mortis. 
Colendo  PrEBses,  membra  preoor  tua 
Molli  qiiieaoant  cespite,  et  ex  tuo 
Crescant  rosfe  calthsque  busto, 
Puipureoque  hjaciathiis  ore. 
Sit  miwr  de  te  judicium  ^aei, 
Snbrideatque  jEtoKa  Proserpina, 
Interque  felloes  perennis 
EljBio  Bpatiere  campo. 


IN  QDINTDM   NOTEMBBIS. 
Anno  ^tatis  IT, 

Jam  piuB  extremfl  veniens  lacobua  ab  arcta 
Teucr^uas  populoe,  lat^que  patentta  regua 
Albionum  tenuit,  jamque  uiTiolabile  ftedtia 
Sceptra  Caledonjis  conjunxerat  Anglica  Scotia : 
Pacificuaque  novo,  felii  divesque,  sedebat 
In  solio,  oooultlque  doli  secorus  et  hostis : 
Cum  feruB  ignifluo  regnanB  Acberonte  iyrannua, 
Eumenidam  pater,  eeChereo  vagus  exul  Olympo, 
Forte  per  immenaum  terrarum  erraverat  orbem, 
DinumeraBS  sceleris  socioa,  vemasque  fidelea, 
Partieipes  regni  poat  funera  mcesta  futuros; 
Hie  tempeatates  medio  eiet  acre  diras, 
Illio  unanimes  odium  struit  inter  amicoa, 
Aimat  et  invictas  in  mutua  viscera  gentes ; 
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Begnaque  olivifera  TertJt  florenda  pace ; 
Et  quoBCunque  videt  pmrn  virtatia  Hmantes, 
Ho8  cupit  adjicere  imperio,  fraudumqua  magiater 
Teotat  inacceBSum  eceleri  oomintpere  pectus, 
Insidiasqiie  locat  Ucit&s,  cosseeque  latentea 
Tendit,  ut  incautos  t&piat,  aeu  Caspia  tigris 
Inaequttur  trepidam  deserta  per  avia  pnedam 
Nocte  sub  illuui,  et  somno  mctantibus  astris. 
Talibus  infestat  populua  SummanuH  et  urbes, 
CinctuB  cenilen  fumanti  tnrbme  flammce, 
Jamqua  fluentisonia  albentia  rupibua  arva 
Apparent,  et  terra  deo  dilecta  raanao, 
Cut  nomen  dederat  quondam  Neptunia  proles, 
Ampliitiyoniaden  qm  noa  dubitavit  atrocem, 
^quore  tianato,  furiaH  poscere  beOo, 
Ante  expugnatm  crudelia  scecula  Trojffi. 

At  simul  hanc  opibiisque  et  festa  pace  heatam 
Aepicit,  etpingueB  donis  Cerealibus  agrOB, 
Quodqiie  magis  doluit,  yenerantem  numtna  veri 
Sancta  Dei  populmn,  tandem  euspiria  nipit 
Tartareos  jgnes  etluridum  olentia  sulphur; 
Qiialia  Trinacria  triix  ab  Jore  clausus  in  ,£tiia 
Efflat  tabifico  monstrosua  ob  ore  Typhcoua. 
IgnSBcunt  oGiili,  stridelque  adamantinus  oi*do 
Dentis,  ut  armorum  fragor,  ictaqiie  cuapide  cu^isL 
Atqufi  "  Perairato  solum  hoc  Jacrjinabno  mundo 
InTeni,"  dixit,  "  gens  hiec  mihi  sola  rebellia, 
Gontemtrixque  jugl,  nostraque  potectior  arte. 
Ilia  tamen,  mea  si  quicquam  tentamina  possimt, 
Non  feret  hoc  impace  diu,  noa  ibit  inulta." 
Hactenus;  et  piceis  liquids  nntat  aere  pennis; 
Qua  Tolat,  adversi  prcecursant  agmine  venti, 
Densantur  nubea,  et  crebra  tonitnia  fulgenL 

Jamque  pruinosas  velos  superaverat  Aipes, 
Et  tenet  Ausonite  lines :  a  parte  sinii4ra 
Nimbiter  Appenninns  erat,  priscique  Sahinl, 
Bextra  Teneuciis  infamis  Hetniria,  nee  noa 
Te  furtira,  Tibris,  Thetidi  videt  oscula  dantem  ; 
Hinc  Mavortigente  consistit  in  aroe  Quuini. 
Reddiderant  dubiam  jam  sera  crepuseula  lucem. 
Cum  circumgreditur  totam  Tricoronifer  urbem, 
PanificosquB  deos  portat,  scapulisgne  yirorum 
Eyehitur,  praxvmt  submisso  poplite  reges, 
Et  mendicantum  series  longisaima  fratrum; 
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Cereaque  in  maJiibus  ccBtant  funalta  cseci, 
Cimmeriis  nali  ia  tenebris,  vitamque  traheutea. 
TempU  dein  multiB  subeunt  lucentia  teedis 
(Vesper  erat  saoer  iate  Petro)  fremitusque  canentum 
SfBpti  Iholoa  implet  vacuos,  et  inane  locorum. 
Qualiter  exululat  Bromius,  Bromiique  caWrra, 
Orgia.  cantantes  in  Echionio  Aracyntho, 
Dum  tremit  attonitus  vitreis  Asopus  in  undis, 
Etprocul  ipse  caia  responHat  rape  Citbieron, 

Hia  ^tur  tandem  aolenni  more  peraetia, 
Nos  senis  amplexus  Erebi  tacituma  reliquit, 
PrsBcipitesque  impellit  equoa  atimulante  flagello, 
Captum  oculis  Tjplilonta,  Melauphteteraque  ferocem, 
Atque  Acherontso  prognatam  patre  Siopen 
Torpidam,  et  hirautis  horrentem  Phrica  eapillis. 
Isterea  regum  domitor,  Fhlegetontius  hterca 
Ingreditnr  thalamos  {neque  enim  aecretuB  adulter 
Froducit  sterilea  molli  sine  pellice  noctes), 
At  Tii  compositoa  aomnua  claudebat  ocelloa, 
Cum  niger  umbranim  domiuus,  reclonjue  ailentum, 
Freedatorque  hominum,  iailek  sub  imagine  tectua 
Astitit,  assumptis  micuemnt  tempora  cama, 
Barba  sinus  promisaa  tegit,  cineracea  longo 
S^rmate  verrit  huiuum  vestis,  pendetque  cuoullus 
Vertice  de  raso,  et  ne  qiiicqiiam  desit  ad  anes, 
Cannabeo  lumbos  conatriniit  fune  salaces, 
Tarda  feneetratis  figens  vestigia  calceia. 
Tatia,  uli  fama  eat,  vasta  Franciaciie  erema 
Tetra  vagabatur  solus  per  lustra  feranim, 
BjlTeatrique  tulit  genti  pia  verba  aalutia 
Iny)iua,  atque  lupoa  domuit,  Libycosque  leonca. 

Subdolue  at  taji  Serpens  velatua  amictu 
Solvit  in  has  fallai  ora  execrantia  voces ; 
Dormis,  nate  ?    E  tiamne  tuos  sopor  opprimit  artus  ? 
Immemor  0  fldei,  peconunque  oblite  toorum ! 
Dtuu  cathedram  venerande  tuam,  diademaque  triple;! 
Sidet  Hjperboreo  gens  barbara  nata  sub  axe, 
Dumque  pharetrati  apernunt  tuajura  Britanni ; 
Sui^,  age,  surge  piger,  I^tius  quern  Cssar  adorat, 
Cui  reaerata  patet  conveii  janua  cceli, 
Turgentea  animoa,  et  faatua  frange  prooacea, 
Sacnlegique  sciant,  tua  quid  maledictio  possit, 
£  t  quid  ApoatoUcs  poasit  custodia  clavis ; 
Et  memor  Hespenn  diijjectam  uldsceie  clasBem, 
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Thermbdoontea  nuper  regnante  puella. 
At  tu  si  tenero  mavia  torpescere  lecto, 
Crescenteeque  ne™  hosti  contundere  Tires, 
lyrrheDum  implebit  auraetoso  milite  poutum. 


Sacraqne  calcabit  pedibus  tua  colla  profanis, 
Cujus  gaudebant  Boleis  dare  baaia  reges. 
Nee  tamen  hunc  bellis  et  aperto  MRite  lacesses, 
Irritus  ille  labor:  tu  ealliduB  ulere  fraude; 
Quslibet  bsreticis  disponere  retia  fas  eet 
Jainc[ue  ad  consilium  extremis  rex  magnus  ab  oris 
Patricios  Yocat.  et  procerum  de  stirpe  creatos, 
OrandsTosque  palres  trabea,  canisque  verendos ; 
Hos  tu  membraiim  poteris  couspei-gere  in  auras, 
Atqiie  dare  in  cineres,  nitrati  pulveris  igne 
^oibus  injecto,  qua  oonvenere,  sub  imia. 
Protiniia  ipse  ittitur  quoscunque  babet  Anglia  fidos 
Propositi,  factique  mone ;  quiaquamne  tuorum 
Audebit  Bummi  iionjussafacessere  Papn? 
Peroulsoaque  metu  subito,  eBsiique  etupenfes 
Invftdat  vel  Gallus  atrox,  vel  s«tus  Ibenis. 
Sscula  sic  iliic  tandem  Mariana  redibunt. 
Tuque  in  belligeros  iterum  dominaberis  Aiiglos. 
Et  nequid  timeas,  divos  divasqne  secundas 
Accipe,  quotque  tuis  celebrantur  numina  fastis. 
Dixit,  et  adscitos  ponene  malelidus  amictus 
Pugit  ad  infandam,  regnum  illstabOe,  Letben. 

Jam  rosea  Eoes,  pandens  Titbonia  portas, 
Vestit  inaurataa  redeunti  lumine  terras ; 
Mcestaque  adhuc  nigri  deploracs  funera  oati 
Irrigat  ambrosiis  montana  caLuraina  guttds; 
Cum  Bomnos  pepulit  stellatce  janitor  anlte, 
Nocturnes  visus,  et  somnia  grata  revolTena.' 

Est  locus  tetei-nu  septus  cabgine  noctia, 
Vasta  Tuinosi  quondam  fimdamina  tecti, 
Niino  torvi  epelunca  Pboni,  Prodot»que  bUinguia, 
Effera  qnos  uno  peperit  Diaonrdia  partu. 
Hie  inter cssmeDta  jacentpreerupta que  eaxa, 
Oeea  inbumata  virum,  et  Q^ecta  cadavera  ferro; 
Hio  Dolus  intortis  semper  sedet  ater  ocellis, 
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Ji^raiaqae,  et  stimuHa  armata  Calumnia  faucea. 

Et  Furor,  atque  vira  moriendi  luille  videutur, 

Et  Timor,  esaanguisque  locum  circumTolat  Horror, 

Ferpetuoque  leires  per  muta  sUentia  Manes 

Exululant,  tellua  et  sanguine  cooacia  atagnat 

Ipai  etiam  pa^di  latitant  penetralibus  antri 

Et  Pbonoa,  et  Prodotea,  nulloque  sequente  per  antrum. 

Antrum  horrens,  acopulosum,  atnim  feralibus  imibris 

Difiiiglunt  Bontea,  et  retro  lumina  vortimt ; 

Hos  pities  Romie  per  SEecula  longa  fidelea 

Evocat  ajitistea  Babylonius,  atque  ita  fatur; 

"  Finibus  occiduis  circumfuaum  incolit  «quoT 
Oens  CKosa  mihi,  prudene  natura  negavit 
Indignam  penitus  nosCro  coujungere  mtiodo : 
lUuc,  sic  jubeo.  celerl  contendite  greaeu, 
Tartareoque  levea  difflentur  pulTere  in  aurai 
Et  rex  et  pariter  satrape,  scelei-ata  propago: 
Et  quotquot  Mel  caluere  cupidine  verc, 
Consilii  socioa  adhibete,  operisque  ministroa." 
Finierat,  rigidi  cupide  paruere  gemelli. 

Interea  longo  flectehs  curvamine  coeloa 
Despicit  letherea  domiuus  qui  fulgurat  arce, 
TanaquB  pervorsK  ridet  conamina  turbre, 
Atque  sui  causam  pnpuli  volet  ipse  tueri 

Ease  feruut  apatium,  qua  distat  ab  Aside  terrti 
Fertilis  Europe,  et  speetat  Mareotidas  undas; 
Hie  torris  posdU  est  Titanidoa  ardua  yams, 
JErea,  lata,  aonana,  rutilia  vioinior  astria 
Quom  superimpositum  vel  Aihos  vel  Pelion  Osrrs, 
UUle  fores  adituaque  patent,  totidemque  feQCatri:^, 
4mplaque  per  tenues  translucent  atria  muros : 
Excitat  hie  varios  pleba  agglomerata  suauiTOs ; 
Qualiter  instrepitant  clrcum  mulctralia  boinbia 
Agmina  muscanun,  aut  teita  per  ovilia  junco, 
Dum  Canis  eativum  cceli  petit  ardua  culmen. 
Ipsa  quidem  BummA  sedet  ultrix  matris  in  arce, 
Auribua  icitumeris  cinctum  caput  eminet  olli, 
Queia  sonituia  esiguum  traliit,  atque  leyiaeima  captnt 
Mnrmura,  ab  ei&«mi8  patuli  connnibus  orbis. 
Nee  tot,  AriaWride  aerrator  injque  juvencM 
Iddos,  immiti  Tolvebas  lumica  vultu. 
Lumina  non  unquam  tacito  nutantia  aomno, 
Lumina  subjcctaa  late  apeetantia  terraa. 
Istis  ilia  eolet  loca  luce  carentia  sepe 
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Perlnstrare,  ptinm  radianti  imperria  soli : 
Uitlenisque  loquai  auditaque  viaaque  linf^is 
Cnilibet  efiimdit  Umeraria.  verique  mendai 
Jfana  minuit,  modo  ooufictis  s«rmonibua  aat-'et. 

Sed  tamen  &  nostro  meruiati  carmine  laudes 
Fama,  bonnm  quo  non  aliud  reracius  ullnm, 
Ifobii  digna  cani,  nee  te  memorttsae  pigebit 
Carmine  tam  tongo,  servati  scilicet  Angli 
Officiig  vaga  diva  tuie,  tibi  rcddimns  squa. 
Te  DeuB,  ntemcM  mota  qui  temperat  ignes, 
Fulmine  [iramiaao  alloouitur,  terrAqoe  tremente: 
"  Ffuna,  Biles  P     An  te  latet  impia  PapiBtarum 
Conjarata  cobor*  in  ineque  meosque  Britannos, 
£t  nova  Boeptrigero  osdes  meditata  litcobo  F 
Neo  plurs,  uls  etatim  Beneit  maudata  Tonantis, 
Ft  satis  ant«  fugai,  BtridentcB  induit  alas, 
Indnit  et  variia  eiilii  corpora  ptumis ; 
Deztra  tubam  geetat  Temesceo  ex  cere  soooram. 
Neo  mora,  jam  pennis  cedeutes  remigat  aurB!<. 
Atque  parum  est  cutbu  celeres  prtevertere  nubes. 
Jam  ventoB,  jam  aolis  eijuos  post  lerga  reliqnit ; 
Ft  primo  A.ng1iacaB,  sohto  de  more,  p«r  uroea 
Ambiguaa  voces,  incertaque  murmura  fpargit, 
Mox  arguta  dolos,  et  detextabile  vuj^at 
Proditionis  opus,  neo  non  facta  horrida  dictu, 
Authoresque  addit  sceleria,  nee  garrula  ccecit 
Iiuidiis  loca  structa  ailet ;  stupuere  relatis, 
Et  pariter  juvones,  pariter  tremuere  puellie, 
Fffistiqiie  senes  panter,  tantaque  ruintc 
SensuB  ad  fetatcm  gubito  penetraverat  ninnem. 

Attamen  interea  populi  miserescit  ab  alto 
^thereus  Pater,  et  crudelibus  obstitit  ausis 
Papioolflm ;  capti  pcenaa  raptantur  ad  acres ; 
At  pia  thura  Doo.  et  grati  aolvuntur  honores ; 
Compita  lieta  foeis  genialibus  omnia  fumaat ; 
Turba  choros  jutenilis  agit :  Quiutoque  Novembris 
MuUa  dies  toto  oecurrit  eeiebratior  anno. 
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Anho  £iiiib  it. 

Adhdo  madentes  rore  si^ualebant  geme, 

£t  sicca  nondum  lumina 
Adhuo  liquentia  imbre  turgebant  salis, 

Quern  nuper  effudi  pius, 
Dum  mceBta.  ohajo  juata  persolri  rc^ 

Wintonieneis  PnesulJB. 
Cum  centilmguis  Fama  (proh!  semper  tnoli 

Oladisque  vera  nuntia) 
Spargit  per  urbes  divitis  BritaniUEB, 

Populosque  Nepnino  satoa, 
Cesedsse  morti,  ot  ferreia  sororibus 

Te,  generis  bumani  decua, 
Qui  rex  sacrorum  ilia  fuisti  in  insula 

Qiwe  nomen  Anguill«  Wnet 
Tunc  inquietum  pectus  irA  protinuB 

Ebuiliebat  feiridfl, 
Tumulis  poMntem  sape  devorens  deam : 

Nee  vota  Naso  in  Ibida 
Concepit  alto  diriora  pecWre, 

Graiueque  vates  parcius 
Turpem  Lycambis  execratua  eat  dolum, 

Spoaeamque  Naobulen  suam. 
At  ecce  diraa  ipse  dum  fiindo  grnres, 

Et  imprecor  neci  neoem, 
Audisae  tales  rideor  attonltus  sonos 

Leni,  sub  aur&,  flamine : 
"  Csecos  furores  pone,  pone  vitream 

Bilemque  et  imtas  miuas, 
Quid  temere  violas  non  nocenda  numino, 

Subitoque  ad  iras  peroita  ? 
Non  est,  ut  arbitraris  elnsus  miser, 

Mors  atra  Noctis  lUia, 
Erebove  patre  oreta,  siTS  Eriimye, 

Vaalove  nata  sub  Chao : 
Aat  ilia  c(b1o  missa  atellato,  Dei 

Messes  ubique  colligit; 
Animasque  mole  oarneA  reconditas 

In  lucem  et  auraa  evoeat; 
>  NidiDlas  Fallon,  vho  died  OcCobei  Oth,  WHS. 
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Dt  cam  fugaces  excitant  Hone  diem 

ThemidoB  Joviaque  Jiliie ; 
Et  sempitemi  duiit  ad  vultus patris; 

At  justa  laptat  impios 
Sub  regna  funl  luctuosa  Tartort, 

Sedesque  EubtenaneaB." 
Eaoc  ut  vocantem  Itetus  audivi,  ctto 

Fffidum  reliqui  carcerem, 
VolatileaquH  faustua  inter  militea 

Ad  a^tnt  aablimis  feror: 
Vatea  ut  oiim  raptua  ad  ccelum  senez 

Auriga  currus  ignei. 
Nou  me  Bootis  temiere  Incidi 

Sairaca  tarda  frigore,  aut 
Fonnidolosi  Scorpionia  brachia, 

Non  enais,  Orion,  tuus. 
Pisterrolavi  fulgidi  solis  K'abum, 

LoDgeqae  sub  pedibus  deam 
Tidi  tiiformem,  dum  coercebat  saos 

Pnenia  draeones  aiireis, 
Erraticoium  Rderum  per  ordines, 

Per  lacteas  vehor  plagaa, 
Yelocitatem  SKpe  miratus  novam, 

Donee  nitentes  ad  fores 
Ventum  est  Olympi,  et  regiam  ctystallini 

Stratum  smaragdis  atrinm. 
Sed  hie  tacebo,  nam  quia  efiari  queat 

Oriundus  humauo  patre 
Arammtates  iilius  loci  ?    Mibi 

Sat  est  in  tetemum  frui. 


KATUKAM  HON  PATI   SENIUM. 

Heu  qu4m  perpetuis  erroribua  acta  fatiscit 

Avia  mens  nominum,  tenebrisque  immeraa  profimdia 

(Edipodioniam  Tolvit  sub  pectore  noctem  1 

Qiue  veaana  auis  medri  facta  deorum 

Audet.  et  incisas  legea  adamante  perenni 

Aesimilare  auis,  niUioque  aolubile  eibcIo 

Conflilinm  fati  perituria  alligat  horia. 

Ergone  marcescet  sulcantibus  obsita  rugia 
KaturcB  faciea,  et  rerum  publica  mater 
Omniparum  oontracta  utenun  sterilesoet  4b  «vo  ? 
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F.t  se  fassa  senem,  male  certis  paasibus  ibit 
Sidereum  tremebimda  caput?    Num  tetra  Tetnsttis 
Annommque  sterna  fames,  squolm-que  sita»qiie 
Sidera  vexabunt?    An  et  insatiabile  Tempus 
Esuriet  CiElum,  rapletque  in  viscei-a  patrem  ? 
Heu,  potuitne  auas  impmdens  Jupiter  arcea 
Hoc  contra  munisee  nefas,  et  Temporis  isto 
Esemisae  malo,  gyroaque  dedisse  perenaes? 
£:^  erit  ut  quandaque  sono  dilapsa  tremendo 
ConveKi  tabulata  ruaut,  atque  obvius  ictu 
Stridat  uterque  polus,  superftque  «t  Oljmpius  aull 
Decidat,  horribilisque  retectfi  Gorgone  Pallas; 
Qaalis  in  £geain  proles  Junonia  Lemnon 
Deturbata  eacro  cecidil  de  limine  cceli? 
Tu  quoque,  Ph(Ebe,  tui  casus  imitabere  nati; 
Pnecipiti  ourru,  subitaqua  ferere  ruin& 
Pronus.  et  extmctft  fumabit  lampade  Keieus, 
£t  dabit  atloniU)  feralia  BibUa  ponto. 
Tunc  etiam  aerei  dirulsis  sedibns  Hnmi 
Dissaltabit  apex,  imoque  alUsa  baratbro 
Tenebunt  Stygliun  dejecta  Ceraunia  Ditem, 
In  superos  quibuB  usus  orat,  fraternaque  bella. 
At  Pater  onmipotena,  fundatis  fortius  astris, 
Consuluit  remm  suramie,  certoque  peregit 
Ponders  fatonim  lances,  atque  ordine  sommo 
Singula  perpetuum  Jussit  serrare  tenorem. 
Volvitur  bine  lapsu  mundi  rota  prima  diumo ; 
Baptat  et  ambitos  socifl  vertigine  ccelos. 
Tardior  hand  solito  Satumus,  et  acer  ut  olim 
F'llinineum  rutilat  cristata  caaaide  Mavora. 
Floridus  iBtemum  Pbtebus  .juvenile  coruscat, 
Dec  fovet  effcetas  loea  per  declivia  terras 
Devexo  temone  Deu9 ;  eed  semper  arnica 
Luce  patens  eadem  currit  per  signa  rotarum. 
Siirgit  odoratis  pariter  formosua  ab  Indis, 
^thereum  pecuB  albenti  qui  cngit  Olympo, 
Mane  vocana,  et  sema  agens  in  pascua  c^eli, 
Temporis  et  gemino  dispertit  regna  colore, 
Fulget,  obitque  vices  altemo  Delia  comu, 
Cteruleumque  ignem  paribus  eomplectitur  ulnis. 
Nee  variant  elementa  lidem,  aolitoque  fragore 
Lurida  perculsaa  jaculantur  fulmina  rupee. 
Nee  per  inane  furit  leviori  murmura  Corua, 
Stringit  et  armiferoE  cequali  boirore  Geloaos 
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Tnix  Aquilo.  epir&tqiie  hyemem,  nimbosque  volutftt 

Utque  solet,  Siculi  diverberat  ima  Pelori 

Bex  maris,  et  teucsi  circunistrepit  nquom  concbi 

Oceani  Tubicen,  nee  Tp^t&  moli^  miiiorem 

JEgdona  ferunt  dorao  Bftlearica  cet«. 

Bed  neque,  Terra,  tibi  Bfficli  vigor  ille  Tetosti 

Priscua  abest,  BCrratque  Buum  Naroiasua  odorem, 

Et  puer  ille  suum  Wnet  et  puer  ille  decorem, 

Phiebe,  tuuaque,  et,  Cjpri,  tuus;  nee  ditior  olim 

Terra  datum  sceleri  celavit  montibus  aurum 

Conscia,  vel  Gub  a^uis  gemraas.    Sic  denique  in  eeTum 

Donee  flamma  orbem  populabitnr  ultima,  lata 
Circumpleia  polos,  et  vasti  culmina  coeli ; 
Ingentique  rogo  flagrabit  machina  mundi. 


DiciTK,  Kftcrorum  prEsides  nemorum  deee, 
Tuque,  0  noveni  perbeata  numiniB 
Memoria  mater,  qureque  in  immeuso  procul 
Antro  recumbis  oliosa  ^temitas, 
MonumeDta  servaDS,  eC  ratas  leges  Jovis, 
Cffilit^ne  fastos  atque  ephemeridas  Deum, 
Quis  ille  primus  cujus  es  imagine 
Natura  solera  finjtit  humanum  genus, 
^lemus,  incormptus,  ffiqiiEBVus  polo, 
Unuaq^ne  et  univereus,  exemplar  Dei? 
Haud  ille  Falladis  gemellus  innubie 
Interna  proles  insidet  menti  Jovis; 

Tamcn  aeoreus  eitat  ad  morem  unius, 
Et,  mira,  certo  stringitur  spatio  loci ; 
Seu  sempitemuB  LUe  siderum  comes 
Cceli  prerrat  ordines  decempliois, 
Citimumve  terria  iacolit  luuce  globum : 
give  inter  snimas  coipua  adlturas  sedena 
Obliviosas  torpet  ad  Lethes  aquas ; 
Sive  in  remota  forte  terrorum  plaga 
Incedit  ingens  hoiuiiiis  archetypus  gigas. 
Et  diia  tremendus  erigit  celaum  caput 
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AtJante  major  portitore  eiderum. 

Non  cui  profundum  cscilas  lumen  dedit 

DircieuB  aujfiir  vidit  huQo  alto  sinu ; 

Nod  huQC  eilecte  nocte  FleioneH  nepos 

Tatum  gagaci  prcpea  ostendit  choro ; 

NoQ  hunc  Bacerdos  novit  Assyrius,  lioet 

LoDgos  vetusti  commemoret  atayos  Nini, 

Priscumque  Belon.  inclytuiaque  Oairidem. 

Nod  ille  trino  gtoriosus  nomine 

Ter  magnus  Hermes  (ut  sit  arcani  eciena) 

Talem  reliquit  laidis  cultoribua. 

At  tu,  perenno  runs  Academi  decus 

(Hebc  moastja  ei  tu  primus  induKti  Boholis), 

Jam  jam  poetas,  urbis  eiules  tUK, 

Bevocabis,  ipee  fabulator  maximus. 

Ant  inetitutor  ipse  migrabis  foras. 


AD  PATREH. 

Nunc  mea  Pierios  cupiam  per  peotora  fontes 
Jrriguaa  torquere  vias,  totumque  per  ora 
Vokere  laxatum  gemino  de  vertice  rivum ; 
Ut  tenuis  oblita  sonos  audacibus  alls 
Surgat  in  officium  veneraodi  Musa  parentis. 
Hoc  utounque  tibi  gratum,  pater  opiime,  carmen 
Esiguum  meditatur  opus,  nee  novimus  ipai 
Aptius  a  nobis  que  possint  munera  donis 
BeKpondere  tuia,  quamvia  neo  maxima  possinC 
Bespocdere  tuis,  nedum  ut  par  grabs  donia 
Esse  queat.  yaeuis  qute  redditur  arida  verbis. 
8ed  tamen  bcec  naetroa  osleudit  pagina  census, 
Et  quod  habemus  opum  charta  nnmeravimna isia, 
Que  mibi  sunt  nulls,  niai  quas  dedit  aurea  Clio, 
Qiiaa  mihi  aemoto  somni  peperere  sub  antro, 
Et  nemoris  laureta  sacri  Parnasaidea  umbne. 
Nee  tu  vatis  apua  diviuum  despice  carmen. 
Quo  nihil  Kthereoa  ortua,  et  semma  coeli, 
Nil  magis  bumanam  commendat  origtne  mentem, 
Saneta  Promethes  retinens  vestiffia  namms. 
Carmen  ament  Euperi,  tremebundaque  Ttutara  oann 
Ima  ciere  valet,  divoEque  ligare  piofundos. 


Et  tripliei  doros  Manes  adamante  coercet 
CannuM  aepositi  retegunt  arcana  fdturi 
Phcebadee,  et  tremulte  pallenCes  ora  Sibylls ; 
Canniua  aacrificus  solleoues  pangit  ad  aras, 


8eu  cQm  fata  aa^as  fiimantibus  abdita  libris 
CoDsulit.  et  tf  pidia  Parcam  scnitatur  in  extis. 
Nos  edam  patrium  tunc  cum  repetemus  Olympnin, 
^lernsque  mors  stabunt  immobttis  evi, 
Ibimus  aaralis  per  cmli  templa  coronia, 
Dulcia  BuavCoquo  Bociantes  carmina  plectra, 
Astra  quibus,  geminii^ue  poll  conrexa  sonabiir.t- 
SpirituB  et  Tapidos  qui  circiuat  igneus  orbee, 
Nvinc  quoque  sidereis  intercinit  ipse  cboreis 
'  Immoitale  meloa,  et  inenanabile  carmen ; 
Tonida  dum  nitilua  compescit  sibUa  serpens, 
Bemissoque  feroi  gladio  mansueacit  Orion ; 
Stellanun  nee  sentit  onus  Mauniuua  Atlas. 
Canuina  regales  eptdas  ornare  solebant, 
Gum  nondum  Iuxub,  vastKque  inunensa  Torago 
Nota  gule,  et  ntodico  spumabat  ccena  LyiEO. 
Turn  de  more  aedens  festa  ad  conviTia  rates, 
.Ssculeft  intonsos  redimitus  ab  aibore  crinee, 
Herountque  actus,  imitandaque  gesta  canebat, 
Et  chaoB,  et  poeiti  latfe  fuudamina  mundi, 
Beptantesque  decs,  et  alentea  numina  glandes, 
Et  noiidum  jEtnso  qussitum  fulmea  ab  aiiti'O. 
Deuiqiie  quid  vocia  modulamea  inane  juvabit, 
Verbonim  eensusque  vacana,  numerique  loquacis  ? 
Silvestres  decet  iste  cboros,  non  Orphea  cantus. 
Qui  tenuit  fluvios  et  qiiercubus  addidit  auras 
Canoine,  con  citharfl,  aimulacbraque  functa  canerido 
Compulit  in  lacrymaa ;  habet  baa  a  carmine  laudes. 

Nee  tu  perge,  precor,  sacras  contemnere  Musaa, 
Nee  vanas  inopesque  puta,  quarum  ipse  peritus 
Munere.  nulle  sonos  uumei-os  compouis  ad  aptos, 
MiUibus  et  vocem  modulis  variai'e  canomm. 
Doctua,  Arionii  merito  sis  nominis  hajres. 
Nunc  tibi  quid  mirum,  si  me  genuissf^  poetam 
Contigerit,  cbaro  si  tam  propfe  sanguine  juncti 
Cognatas  artes.  studiiim^ue  affine  aequamur  ? 
Ipse  voleuB  Pbabus  se  dispertire  duoDus, 
Altera  dona  milii,  dedit  altera  dona  parenti, 
J>iTiduuiuque  Deum  genilorque  puerque  tenemiis. 


Til  tomen  ut  simulea  teneraB  odisse  Camceoas, 
Non  odisee  reor,  neque  enim,  pater,  ire  jubobas 
Qak  via  lata  patet,  qui  pronior  area  lucri, 
Certaque  condendi  fiUget  epes  aurea  Dummi : 
Mec  rapis  ad  leges,  mali  cuitodiUque  gentis 
Jura,  Dec  isBuIsis  damuaa  clamoribuB  auree: 
Sed  raagia  eicullam  eupiens  ditescere  mentem. 
Me  procul  urbatio  Blrepitu,  secessibus  altia 
Abductum,  AoniKjucuadaperotiaripB;, 
Fhffibfeo  lateri  comiKm  einis  ire  beatum. 
Officium  chari  taceo  commune  parentis, 
Me  poscunt  majora:  tuo,  pater  oprime,  sumptu 
Ctim  mihi  Romulee  petnit  fe:Cunaia  lingufe. 
£t  Latii  venerea,  et  qum  Jovia  ora  decebant 
Grandia  magniloquiB  elata  Tocabula  Graiis, 
Addere  suasisti  quos  jactat  Gallia  florea, 
Et  quam  degeneri  novua  Italus  ore  loquelam 
Fund  it,  liarbariooB  teetatus  voce  tumuUus, 
Qtiteque  Falestinas  loquitur  my steria  vates. 
Denique  quicquid  habet  caelum,  aubjectaque  coelo 
Terra  parenfl,  (err^que  et  cielo  intertluuB  aer, 
Quicquid  el  unda  tegit,  poatique  agitabile  marmor, 
Per  te  oosae  licet,  per  te,  si  noase  libebit. 
Pimotaque  Tenit  Bpectanda  scientia  nube, 
14udaque  conspicuoa  inclinat  ad  oacula  vultus, 
Ni  fugisae  velim,  ni  ait  lib&sse  molestum, 

I  nunc,  confer  opes,  quiequis  malesanua  avitas 
Auatriaci  gazaa,  Periianaque  regna,  prsoptaa. 
Qua  potuit  majora  pater  tribuisee,  vel  ipse 
Jupiter,  excepto,  don&sset  ut  omnia,  ctelo? 
Non  potiora  dedit,  quamvia  et  tuta  fuiaaent, 
Pubbca  qui  juveni  commisit  lumina  nalo 
Atque  Hjpeiiotiioa  currus,  et  freena  diei, 
Et  circum  undantem  radialfi.  luce  tiaram. 


Jamque  nee  obacums  populo  miaceboi  inerti, 
Vitabimtque  oculos  veatigia  nostra  profanoa. 
Bate  procul  vigiles  curie,  procul  este  guerelte, 
InTidisque  acies  tranaverao  torljlis  hu^uo, 
Sffira  nee  anguiferos  extends  calumnia  rictua; 
In  me  triate  nihil  fcedissima  turba  poteatis. 
Nee  Teatri  Bum  juris  ego ;  securaque  tutiiB 
Fectoro,  vipereo  gradiar  Bublimis  ab  ictu. 
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At  tibi,  chare  pater,  postjjuam  Don  teqiia  m?re 
Posse  refem  datur,  neo  dona  rependete  factis. 
Sit  memor&sse  satis.  repetJtaque  munetK  grata 
Peroenseie  animo,  fidnque  reponera  menti 

Et  vos,  0  Dostri,  juvenilia  carmiaa,  hisas. 
Si  modo  perpetaos  sperare  audebitis  annos; 
Et  domini  Buperesae  Togo,  luoemqae  tueri, 
Neo  spisso  rapient  oblivia  nigra  sub  Oreo, 
Forsilan  haslaudes,  decantatumaue  parentis 
Nomen,  ad  esemplum,  sero  aervabitis  svo. 


AD  SAL8ILLDH,  FOETAM   BOHANUH,  £OROTANTE1L 


O  Mnu  gressnm  qnte  Tolens  trabis  claudnm, 
Vuloanioque  tarda  gaodes  inoessu. 
Nee  sends  illud  in  loco  minus  gnitum, 


Adesdum  et  hno  a'  is  verba  pauca  SalsOIo 
Refer,  Camoena  nostra  cni  tantam  est  cordi, 
Qnamque  ille  magnis  praatulit  immerilA  divis. 
Hteo  ergo  alumnus  iJle  Londini  Milto, 
DiebuB  bisce  qui  suum  linquens  niditm 
Polique  tractum  (pessimus  ubi  ventorum, 
InaanientJH  impoUnsque  pulmonis, 
Femix  anheta  sub  Jove  exercet  flabra), 
Venit  feraces  Itali  soli  od  glebas, 
Visum  Huperb&  cognitas  iirbes  fam^ 
Virosque  doctceque  indolem  juventutis. 
Tibi  optat  idem  hie  fausta  multa  Salsille, 


Pnecordiisqiie  iixa  damnosum  spirat. 
Nee  id  pepercit  impia  quod  tu  Romano 
Tarn  cmtus  ore  Lesbium  condis  melos. 

0  dulce  diviim  munue,  0  Balus,  Hebes 
Germana!  Tuque  Phtebe  morborum  terror, 
F^one  cceso,  sive  tu  ntagis  Pean 
Libeuter  audis,  hie  tuua  sacerdos  est 
Queroeta  Fauni,  rosqiie  rare  Tinoso 
CoUea  beuigni,  mitis  Evandri  eedes. 
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SILTjUtCH   LIBEB. 

Siquid  ecJubre  TsUibuB  frondet  xeBtria, 
Leromeii  sgro  ferCe  certatjm  vati. 
Sic  iUe  cbaris  reddiCus  rurBum  Musis 
Vicma  dulci  prata  mulcebit  cantu. 
IpBe  inter  atros  emirabitur  lucos 
Numft,  ubi  beatum  degit  otium  stemum, 
Suam  recltnis  semper  £geriam  spectans. 
Tumidusque  et  ipse  Tibris,  hino  delinituE 
Spei  favebit  annii*  colonorum : 
Nee  in  Bepulchris  ibit  obsessum  regea 
Nimium  sinistro  laxuB  irnienH  loni : 
8ed  fneua  melius  temperabit  undarmn, 
Adusque  curri  salsa  regna  Portunuii. 


MANSD8. 

Joiumes  BiptiBt*  MasBOB  Marchio  TUlcoBiB,  tIt  inRenil  lands,  tnm 
littenmni  Btudio,  nee  non  et  bellica  virtat«,  Bpad  ItnlOB  cIbtub  Id 
primiB  est.  Ad  quern  Torqnati  Taasi  UislogaB  eitat  de  Amicitia 
soriptiu:  erat  eaim  Tasai  amicissimna ;  abquo  etiam  inter  Campsnis 
principeB  celebrBlnr,  in  ilia  poemate  col  titalaB  Oenualenune  Con- 
qolBlau,  lib.  !iO-~ 

"  Fra  caralier  magnuiinii,  )  cortesi 
BiBplenda  11  Mbbsd" — 
is  autboTBm  Neapoli  canunoranUm  sunmi  beneroleDtli  proBecntoe 
est.  mnltaqne  ei  datnlit  humanltatis  officis-    ^d  hnno  itaqua  hoepes 
ille  mUqaam  ab  ea  nrbs  diacedereC,  at  ne  lugraUua  as  oaUuderet, 
hoo  earmcn  misit. 

Hac  quoi^ue,  Manse,  tiue  meditantur  carmina  laudi 
derides,  tibi,  MaDse,  choro  uotisstme  Phoebi, 
Quandoquidem  ille  alium  baud  lequa  est  dignatus  bonore 
Post  Galli  cineres,  et  Mecwuads  HetruBoL 
Tn  quoque,  ei  nostira  tantum  valet  auia  Gaoueiue, 
Tictricea  hederos  inter,  laurosque  sedebia. 
Te  pridem  magno  felii  concordia  Ta^so 
Juuxit,  et  ntemie  inscripsit  nomina  chartis ; 
Mos  tibi  dulciloquum  noii  inaoia  Moaa  Marinum 
Tiadidit,  ille  tuum  dici  ae  gaudet  alunmum, 
£tim  oanit  AsETiios  diyilnt  prolixus  unotes ; 
Mollis  et  AuBoniaa  stupefecit  carmine  nymphas. 
Die  itidem  moriena  tibi  boU  debjta  Tatea 
Ossa,  tibi  soli,  aupremoque  votateliquit: 
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Nee  nuiaes  pietu  tua  chara  fefellit  amici, 

Vidimus  oradeDtem  operoao  ex  et«  poetam.  I 

Nee  utis  hoc  visum  est  in  utrumque,  et  nee  pia  ecssaut 

Officia  ill  tumulo,  cupis  iategroa  rapers  Oreo, 

Qui  potes,  aCque  aTJdas  Parcarum  eludere  leg^s  : 

Amborum  genus,  et  varia  aub  forte  peractam 

Daacribis  TiCam.  moresque,  et  dona  Mineme ; 

^raulus  ilhua  M;calea  qui  natus  ad  altam 

Kettulit  £olii  vitam  facnndus  Homeri. 

Rrgo  ego  te,  Clius  et  magni  nomine  Fhtebi, 

Manse  pater,  Jubeo  lonj^um  salvere  per  svum 

Missus  HyperboreojuTenisperegrinusab  axe. 

Nee  tu  lon^nquam  bonus  aspemabare  Musam, 

Qiue  nuper  gehdk  vix  enutrita  sub  Arcto 

Impnidens  Italaa  ausa  est  volitare  per  urbea. 

Nos  etiam  m  nostra  modiUantes  flumine  cjgaoa 

Credimua  obsciiras  nootis  sensiss?  per  umbras. 

Qua  Thamesis  late  puria  argenteus  umis 

Oceani  glaucos  perfiindit  gui^ite  crines : 

Quin  et  in  has  quondam  pervenit  Titjrus  ores, 

Sed  neqae  nos  genus  incultum,  nes  inutile  Fhcebo, 
Qua  plaga  septeno  muiidi  sulcata  Trione 
Brumatem  patitur  loiigfl  sub  nocte  Booteu. 
Nos  etiam  colimus  Plusbum,  nos  munero  Pbtebo  . 
Flaventes  spicas,  et  lutea  mala  caoistris,  "" 

Halantemque  crocura  (perbibet  "iai  vana  vetnstas) 
Minimus,  et  lectas  Dniidum  de  genta  choreas. 
(Gens  Druidea  anfiqua  sacris  operata  deorum 
Heroum  laudes  imitandaque  gesta  canebant] 
Hino  quoties  festo  ciugunt  altaria  cantu, 
Delo  in  herboKtt,  GrgJee  de  more  puellte, 
Carminibus  Itetis  memorant  Corine'ida  Loso, 
Fatidicamqiie  Upm,  cum  flavicoma  Hecaerge, 
Nuda  Caleaonio  variatas  pectora  fuco. 

Fortunate  senex,  ergo,  quacunque  per  orbem 
Torqiiati  decus,  et  nomea  celebrabitui  ingens, 
Claraque  perpetui  succrescet  fama  Marini, 
Tu  quoque  in  ora  frequens  venies  plausumque  virorum, 
Et  parlli  oarpes  iter  immoi-tale  volatu. 
Dicetur  turn  sponte  tuos  habitasse  penates 
Cyntbius,  el  famulas  venisse  ad  limina  Musas : 
At  non  sponte  domum  tamen  idem,  et  regis  adivit 
Bura  Pheretiad»  OCBJO  fugitivos  Apollo; 
llle  licet  magnum  Aloiden  ausceperat  boi^>ea; 
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Tftntum  ubi  clamosos  placuit  ritare  bubulcoa, 
Nobile  mtuisueti  cessit  ChiroiuB  in  antrum, 
Irriguos  inter  saltus,  frondosaque  tecta, 
Peneium  prope  riTiun  :  ibi  sEepe  sub  ilice  nifrS, 
Ad  citham  strepitum,  bland&  prece  rictus  airdci 
Exilii  duroa  lenibat  voce  labores. 
Turn  neque  ripa  suo,  barathro  nee  flsa  sub  imo 
Saxa  Btet^re  looo,  nutat  Trachinia  rapes, 
Neo  seutit  aolitas,  imraania  ponders,  silvas, 
Emotceque  suis  properant  de  collibus  omi, 
Mulcenturque  novo  maculosi  cannine  lynces. 
Diis  dileeta  senex,  te  Jupiter  m^uus  oportet 
Nascentem,  et  mid  lustrant  lumiue  Pbcebus. 
Atlantisque  nepos;  ueque  enim  nisi  charua  ab  ortti 
Diia  supei-is  poterit  magno  favisae  poetK 
Hinc  tongsva  tibi  lento  sub  flore  aeneotus 
Vemat,  et  ^soaios  lucratur  rivida  fusos, 
Nondum  deciduos  eervana  tibi  frontia  honorea, 
Ingoiiiumque  vigena,  et  adultum  m( 
0  mihi  si  mea  sors  talem  joncedat  ai 
PhceLtBoa  decorasse  riros  qui  tam  be 
Si  quando  indigenas  revocabo  ii 
Artuiumque  etiam  sub  terns  bella  rt 
Aut  dioam  iaTiot»  sociali  fcedere  meiiae 
Magnanimos  heroas,  et  (0  modo  spiritus  adsit! ) 
Frangam  Saxonicas  Britonum  Eub  Marte  phalanges. 
Tandem  ubi  non  tacitte  p«tmenaus  tsmpora  vitse, 
Annorumque  satur,  cineri  ana  jura  relinquam, 
TUe  mibi  leeto  madidis  astaret  ocellis, 
Astanti  sat  erit  si  dicam  eim  tibi  mute, 
Ille  meos  artus,  liventi  morte  solutog, 
Curaret  parva  componi  molliter  uma. 
Forsitaa  et  nostros  ducat  de  mannore  Tultiis, 
Neolena  aut  Paphia  myrti  aut  Parnasside  laitfi 
Fronde  comas,  at  ego  secura  pace  ijuiescam. 
Turn  quoque,  si  qua  fides,  ^  premia  certa  bonorum, 
^ae  ego  ctslioolum  semotus  in  athera  divuni. 
Quo  labor  et  mens  pura  vehunt,  atque  ignea  virtus, 
Secret!  lisc  aliqua  musdi  de  parte  videbo 

Eidens  piirpureo  suffundar  lumine  vultiis. 
Et  simul  Ktliereo  p}audaiu  mihi  Itetus  OlTmpo. 
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Thynis  et  Dftman  i^iudeni  Ticiniie  paatores,  eadem  stadia  seqnutl 
i  pnsrilli  amlei  erant,  at  qui  plarimum.  ThjislB  iDimi  caosi  pro- 
fCctna  per^ri  de  obita  Dunonis  Dnncinm  iccepit.  Domn-a  po9t«a 
reTpmu,  et  rem  ita  esse  comperto,'  se  smuaqae  soltUidiQeiii  hoo 
OBTiniiie  dqilont.  Dunoaia  autem  sub  perGoni  faio  intellii^nT 
r, Ti 1,  tr,. — :^  '-^8  palemo  genere  oriimdas. 


HiMERiuxB  npnpnte  (aam  vos  et  Dapfaoin  et  Hylan, 
Et  plorata  diu  meministia  fata  Biooisj 
Sicite  Sicelicum  Tbamfiaina  per  oppida  carmen : 
Quas  miser  effudit  vocea,  <^uk  iniirmura  Thjrsls, 
£t  quibuB  osaiduia  eiercuit  antra  querelia, 
Fluminague,  foatesque  vagoB,  neraorumque  recessoB, 
Sum  eibi  prsreptum  qneritur  Damoua,  neque  altam 
LuctibuB  eseniit  noctem  loca  sola  pererrang. 
Etjam  bifl  viridi  siirgebat  culmus  arista, 
£t  totidem  flavas  numerabant  horrea  messes, 
Ex  qno  summa  dies  tulerat  Damona  sub  umbras. 
Neo  dum  aderat  Tbyrais ;  pastorem  sciUeet  illmn 
Dulcis  amor  Muss  Thusca  retinebat  in  urbe. 
Ast  ubi  mens  expleta  domum,  peoorisque  relicti 


Cura  Tocat,  aimul  assucta  seditque  sub  ulmo, 
Turn  vero  amissum  tiim  denique  sentit  amicum 
Ccepit  et  immensum  sic  eKonerare  doloram. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Hei  mihi!  quK  terris,  qus  dioam  numina  ccelo, 
FoBtquam  te  immiti  rapuerunt  funere,  Damon  1 
Siccine  noH  linqiiis,  tua  sic  sine  nomine  virtus 
Ibit,  et  obsouris  numero  Bociabitur  umbris? 
At  nan  ille,  animas  virg&  qui  dividit  aureA, 
lata  lelit,  dignumgue  tin  te  ducat  in  agmen, 
Ignavumque  prooi^  pecus  aroeat  omne  silentum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  ^^oL 
Qnicquid  erit,  oerte,  nisi  me  lupus  ante  videbit, 
Indeplorato  non  comminnere  aepulchro, 
Gonstabitque  tuus  tibi  honos.  longumque  ngebit 
Inter  pastore»:  illi  libi  Tota  secundo 
Solvere  post  Dapbnin,  post  Daphnin  dicere  Isndes 
1  CompeTiens  edit.  Fenton. 
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UBBB.  oe; 

GaudebuBt,  dum  nira  Pales,  dum  Faunua  amsbit : 
Si  quid  id  est,  priscamque  fidem  coluisse,  pifimque', 
Paltadiasque  artes,  sociimii^ue  habuisse  canorum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  dommo  jam  uon  Taoat,  b^- 
Hsc  tibi  certa  manent,  tibi  erunt  hxo  pnetnia,  Damon, 
At  mibi  quid  tandem  liet  modo?  quia  mihi  fidus 
Hsrebit  lateri  comes,  nt  ta  nepe  eolebaa 
Frigoribus  duria,  et  per  loca  fceta  pruinis, 
Aut  rapido  sub  sole,  sili  morientibLia  herbis; 
Sive  opus  in  raagnos  fuit  emioils  ire  leones, 
Aut  avidos  terrere  lupos  piwsepibus  aJtia, 
Quia  fando  sopire  diem,  cantuque  solebit? 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  nou  vacat,  agai. 
Pectora  cui  credam  ?  quia  me  lenire  docebit 
Mordaces  curas,  quia  longam  fallere  noctem 
DuJcibua  alloquiis,  grato  cum  sibilat  igni 
Molle  pyrum,  et  nucibus  strepitaC  foeiia,  et  malus  auEter 
Miecet  cnacta  foria,  et  desuper  intonat  ulmo  ? 

It£  domum  impaati,  domino  jam  non  vaeat,  agni. 
Aut  restate,  dies  medio  dum  vertitur  axe, 
Cum  Pan  »Bculea  somnum  capit  abditua  umbrS, 
Et  repetunt  sab  aquia  sibi  nota  sedilia  nymphs, 
Pastoieeque  latent,  etertit  sub  sepe  colonus, 
Quia  mihi  blanditiaaque  tuaa,  quia  turn  mihi  risus, 
Ceccopiosque  sales  referet,  eultosque  lepores? 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
At  jam  soluB  agros,  jam  pascua  aolaa  oberro, 
Sicubi  ramoste  densantur  valUbus  umbne, 
Hie  serum  expecto,  Bupra  caput  imber  et  Euros 
TrisCe  sonaut,  fraeUeque  agitata  crepuscula  ejUs.         , 

Ite  domiun  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Heu,  quam  culta  mihi  prius  arva  prococtbiis  berbia 
InTolvuntur,  et  ipsa  situ  seges  alta  fatiscitl 
Innuba  neglecto  marcescit  et  nva  racemo, 
Nee  mjrtetajuyant ;  oyium  quoque  ttedet,  at  illre 
Mcerent,  inque  suum  oonrertunt  ora  magistrum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agaL 
Tityros  ad  coryloa  Tocat,  AlpbcsibcBus  ad  omos, 
Ad  salices  £gon,  ad  flumina  pulcher  Amyntas, 
"  Hie  gelidi  fontes.  hie  illita  gramtna  musco, 
Hie  Zephyri,  hie  placidas  interstrepit  arbutus  tindas;" 
lata  canunt  aurdo,  fruticea  ego  nactus  abibam. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  nou  vacat,  agni 
Mopeus  ad  hnc,  nam  me  ledeunlem  forte  notarat 
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(Et  osllebat  tTinm  linpuss,  et  ndera  MopBaa), 
"Thyrmquid  hoe?"  dixit,  "qiMB  teeoquit  improbkbilis* 
Aut  te  jterdit  amor,  ant  te  male  liucinmt  astrvni, 
Satnnu  grave  uepe  fiiit  paatoribae  astram, 
Intmuqne  obliquo  fi^t  prsKiordu  plumbo." 

Ite  domnm  impasti,  domino  jam  aoa  Tocat,  agni. 
Hiruitur  n^pbie,  et "  quid  te,  Thjrsi,  ftitamm  eat? 
Quid  tibi  TIB?  "  aiunt.  "  aon  hcc  aolet  esae  juvenne 
NubiJa  fraoB,  oculique  Inices,  tultasque  aareri. 
Ilia  oboroH.  luauaque  leves,  et  somper  amorem 
Jure  petit,  bis  ille  miaer  qui  nrns  amavit" 

Ite  domum  iropasti,  domino  jam  nan  vacat,  agni. 
Venit  HjBB,  Diropeque.  et  filia  Baucidis  £gle, 
Docta  modoB.  cithaisque  Hciens.  ied  perdita  fastu. 
Venit  Idumajiii  ChloiiH  Ticina  fluenti ; 
Nil  me  blanditi^,  nil  me  eolontia  verba. 
Nil  me,  ci  quid  adeit,  movet,  aut  apes  ulla  futuii, 

Ite  domnm  impasti.  domino  jam  non  vacat,  sfHii- 
Hei  mibi,  quam  mmites  luduut  per  prata  juvenci, 
Omnea  unanlmi  secum  sibi  lege  sodalea  1 
Nee  magis  huno  alio  qiiiflqam  seceniit  amieum 
De  gKge,  sic  dend  veniunt  ad  pabula  thoes, 
Inque  vicem  hirsuti  paribus  junguntur  onagri ; 
Lex  eadem  pelagi,  deserto  in  littore  Proteus 
Agmina  pbocarum  nnmerat,  vilisque  volucnun 
Passer  babet  semper  qnicom  sit,  et  omnia  oircum 
Farra  libeus  volitet,  eeia  sua  tecta  reviaens, 
Qnem  si  sors  letho  objecit.  sen  milrua  adunoo 
Fata  tulit  roeero,  seu  atravit  anindine  fossor, 
frotinuB  iUe  alium  sooio  petit  inde  volatu. 
Nob  durum  genua,  et  diris  esercita  fade 
Gens  bominee  aliena  animis,  et  peotore  discors. 
Vix  sibi  quisque  parem  de  miUibus  inveoit  imum, 
Aut  ai  SOTS  dedent  tandem  non  aspera  votis. 
Ilium  inopina  dies,  qua  non  Hperaveria  bora, 
Sunipit,  sternum  linquens  in  aeeula  damnum. 

Ite  domum  impasti.  domino  jam  non  vacat,  ogoi. 
Heu  quis  me  ignotaa  traiit  vagus  error  in  oras 
Ire  per  asreis  nipes,  Alpemque  nivossm ! 
Ecquid  erat  tanti  Bomam  vidiase  sepoltam 
(Quamvis  ilia  foi«t,  qualem  dum  viaeret  olim, 
Tityrus  ipse  suas  et  oves  at  rura  reliquit) ; 
TJt  te  tam  dulci  possem  caruisse  sodale, 
Possem  tot  maria  altA,  tot  intarpooere  mtmteft 


Tot  ByWaa,  lot  soxa  tibi,  fluiioeque  w 
Afa  certi  extremilin  liouisset  tan^re  dextram, 
£t  bene  compoaitoa  pladdi  mon«DtiB  ooelloB, 
Et  dixisse,  "  Vftle,  nostri  memor  ibia  ad  astra." 

Ite  domtun  impasti,  domino  jam  noa  vaoat,  agoi. 
Quamquam  etiam.  vestri  nunquam  memmiase  pigebit, 
Fastores  Thueci,  Muds  operata  juventna, 
Hie  Chans,  atque  Lepos ;  et  TbuBoua  tu  qDOqne,  Damon, 
Antiqui  genua  unde  petis  Lucumouie  ab  urbe. 
O  ego  quautus  eram,  gelidi  cum  rtratua  ad  Ami 
Munnura,  populemnque  nemos,  qua  mollior  herba, 
Carpere  nuao  violas,  nunc  aummaa  carpere  myrtos, 
Et  potui  LycidK  eertantem  audiw  Memlcam  ! 
Ipse  etiam  tentaje  ansua  aum,  nee  pato  multum 
Diaplicui,  nam  sunt  et  apud  me  munera  vestra 
PlBcelle,  calathique,  et  oeiea  vincla  cicuts ; 
Quin  et  nostra  auas  docuenint  nomina  fagos 
Et  Datia,  et  Francinua,  erant  et  vooibuB  ambo 
Et  Btudiis  Qoti,  Ljdonim  aanguinia  ambo. 

IM  domum  impaati,  domino  jam  non  Tacat,  agni. 
Heg  mibi  tum  Into  dictabat  roecida  lona, 
Dum  solas  teueioa  claudebam  oratibua  htedoe. 
Ab  quotiea  dixi,  oum  te  cinis  ater  babebat, 
Nunc  canit,  aut  lepori  nuno  tendit  retia  Duoon, 
Vimina  nunc  teiit,  Tartoa  sibi  quod  ait  in  uaus ! 
Et  qtue  tum  facili  eperabam  mente  futora 
Airipui  Toto  levia,  et  prffisentia  fi-nii ; 
"  Heus  bone  numquid  agis  ?  nisi  te  quid  forte  retardat, 
Imus?  et  argutA  pauliim  reoubamua  in  innbrA, 
Aut  ad  aquas  Colni,  aut  ubi  jngera  Cassibelauni  ? 
Tu  mibi  percurres  medicos,  tua  gramina,  tuccoe, 
Hellebor&mque,  bnmileaque,  orocos,  foUtimque,  hyacintbi, 
Qnasque  habet  ista  pains  herbas,  artesque  medentam." 
Ah  pereant  herbs,  pereant  artesque  medentAm, 
Gramiua,  poatquam  ipta  nil  profecare  magiatio. 
Ipse  etiam,  nam  nescio  quid  mihi  grande  sonabat 
fistula,  ab  undecim&  jam  lux  eat  altera  noete, 
Et  tum  forte  sovis  admAram  labia  cicutis, 
Diaailuere  tajnen  ruptA  compoge,  nee  ultra 
Ferre  giavea  potuere  sonos ;  dubito  quoque  ne  aim 
Turgidulus,  tamen  et  referam ;  voa  cedite.  sylvte. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  Tacat,  agni. 
Ipee  ego  Dardanias  Rutupiua  per  squora  puppea 
Dicara,  et  Pandraaidos  regnum  vetua  In<^mB, 


BreDD&mqae  Arr^arlimqae  duces,  prisctiinque  Belimum, 
£t  tandent  Armoricos  Britonum  sub  lege  colonos; 
Turn  gmvidam  Arturo  fatali  frdude  logemen, 
UeDdeLces  Tultua,  assumptaque  Gorlins  anna, 
Herlioi  dolus.     0  mjhi  ttun  si  vita  supersit, 
Tu  procul  annosa  pendebis  fistula  pinu 
Uultfini  oblita  mihi,  ant  patriis  mutata  Camcenie 
Brittonicum  strides,  quid  enim  ?  omnia  non  licet  uni  ; 
Non  Bper&ase  uni  lioet  omnia ;  mi  satia  ampla, 
Merces,  et  mihi  grande  decus  ^sim  i^otus  in  ktudi 
Turn  licet,  extemo  penitusque  inglonus  orbi) 
Si  me  flava  comas  l^at  Usa.  et  potor  Alauni, 
VorticibuBque  frequens  Abra,  et  nemuB  onme  TreajitK. 
Et  ThameHia  meus  ante  omnes,  et  fusca  metallis 
Tamara,  et  extremis  me  discant  Onmdes  undis. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Hkc  tibi  serrabam  lentA  aub  cortice  lauri, 
Hfeo,  et  plura  Rimul,  turn  qus  mihi  pooula  Manaus, 
Mansus  Chalcidicce  non  ultima  gloria  ripie, 
Bina  dedit,  minim  artis  opus,  mirandus  et  ipse, 
Et  oircum  gemino  cslaverat  argumento: 
In  medio  rubri  maris  uada,  et  odoriferura  ver, 
Littora  loi^  Arabum,  et  sudantes  baisama  sjIyk, 
Uaa  inter  Fhcenii  dirina  avis,  unica  terris, 
CEBTuleiim  fulgens  diversicoloribus  alis 
Auroram  vitreis  sorgentem  respidt  undis. 
Parte  alia  polus  omnipatens,  et  magnus  Olympus, 
Quia  putet?  blc  quoque  Amor,  pictrequeinnubepbaretrie, 
Anna  coruaca  faces,  et  s^iciila  tincta  pyropo ; 
Nee  tenuea  snimas,  pectusque  ignobile  vulgi 
Hinc  ferit,  at  circilm  flammactia  lumina  torquena 
Semper  in  erectum  spargit  sua  tela  per  orbes 
Impiger.  et  pronos  nunquBin  oollimat  ad  ictua, 
Hinc  mentes  ardere  sacroe,  formteque  deorum. 

Tu  quoque  in.  bis,  nee  me  &llit  spec  lubrioa,  Damon, 
Tu  quoqiie  in  his  eerie  es,  nam  quo  tua  dulcis  abiret 
Sanct&que  simplicitas,  nam  quo  tua  Candida  virtus  ? 
Neo  te  Letfaeeo  fas  quEeaivisae  sub  orco, 
Nee  tlbi  conveniunt  lacrjinse,  nee  flebimus  ultra, 
lie  procul  lacrymEB,  purum  colit  ffithera  Damoa, 
^thera  purus  babet,  pluvium  pede  reppulit  aroum ; 
HeroHmque  animae  inter,  divosque  perennes, 
.£thereos  baurit  latices,  et  gaudia  potat 
Ore  sacro.    Quin  tu  cteli  post  jura  receptft 

I.  ioogic 


Dexter  ades,  plaoidusque  fave  quicunque  vocarig, 
Seu  tu  noster  eris  Damon,  site  Eequior  audis 
Diodotus,  quo  te  divino  nomine  cuncti 
CoelicoliB  norint,  sylviaque  vocabere  Damon. 
Quod  tibi  purpureuB  pudor,  et  sine  labe  juventus 
Grata  fiiit.  quod  nulla  tori  libata  Toluptas, 
£n  etiam  tibi  virginei  seivantur  hocoree ; 
Ipse  caput  nitidum  cinetUB  i  utQante  corona, 
Ijar&q\ie  frondentis  geatans  umbracnla  palmn 
.£temuiQ  perages  immortales  hTroenteos; 
Cantus  uhi,  choreisque  furi' '  -■>-■- 

Feata  Bionso  bacchantur  ei 
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Qekelle  cultu  simplici  gaudens  liber, 

Fronde  licet  geminft, 

Munditiequo  nitens  non  operoefl, 

Quam  manua  attulit 

Javenilie  olim, 

Sedula  taroen  baud  nimii  poetn ; 

Dum  vagus  Ausonias  nunc  per  ombras. 

Nunc  Britannica  per  vireta  lusit 

Insona  populi,  barbiloque  devius 

Indukit  patrio,  moi  itidem  pectine  Dauoio 

Longinquum  intontut  melos 

Vicinia,  et  hiuaum  vix  tetigit  pede ; 

Aktibtkopbi. 
Quia  t«  parve  liber,  qius  te  fratribua 
Snbduzit  leliquia  dolo  ? 
Cum  tu  misBUB  ab  urbe, 
Docto  jugiter  obsecrante  amioo, 
llluBtre  t«ndebiks  iter 
Thomesis  ad  incnnabula 
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HiLTov's  roxncu,  wdbxs. 

COTiileiMriB, 
FoDtes  obi  limpidi 
Aonidum,  thjasoaqne  bmmt 
Orbi  Dottu  per  inunenm 
TempcoTim  lapnia  ledennte  otalo, 
CeleWqoe  fntnnu in  mvuiii? 

Stbdphx  n. 
Hod6  qnis  deus,  aut  editos  dec 
nistiDBiD  gentis  miserataB  indolem 

gi  bUib  noxas  loimua  priores, 
oUiqne  Inxu  d^ener  otinm), 
TollAt  Befkndos  cmum  tatuultus, 
Alnuqne  re*ocet  Btudia  suictuB, 
Et  tdegat«s  sine  sede  Mubm 
Jam  pens  totiB  fiuibns  AngUgeuum ; 
Immundaaque  volucres 
UngnibuB  immuieiitea 
Figat  Apollinea  pbaretn, 
Flun^Binque  abigat  peatom  procul  ami 


Sen  qua  te  latebra,  fonan  aude  nli 
Callo  tareriB  institom  isBulai, 
Lffitare  felix,  en  iterom  libi 
8peB  nova  Ailget  poase  profondajn 
Fugere  Lethen,  vehiqne  supenia 
In  Jovis  aulam  lemige  pensA ; 

SXBaFHB    III. 

Kam  te  Boiidue  sni 

Optat  peeiili,  numerdqne  jiuto 

Bibi  poUioitum  queiitnr  aoewe, 

Bogatque  Tenias  ille  cnjnB  inolyta 

Sunt  data  virilm  mimiimenta  oont ; 

T^que  adjtis  etiam  aaom 

Voluit  reponi,  qujbus  et  ipse  pnendet 

£temcirum  operum  cnatoa  fldetis ; 

Qoiestor^ue  gazs  nobiliona, 

Qu^  cui  pmfuit  Ion, 


STLVABOH  trBBB. 


Clarue  ErechOieides, 

Opulsuta  dei  per  templa  parantis, 

FulTosque  tripodss,  donAque  Delphioa, 

Ion  Aottet  gemtos  CreusA. 


Ergo  tu  Tisere  Incoa 

Uusarum  ibis  amoenoB, 

Diamque  Phcebi  rursus  ibia  in  domum, 

Oionift  quam  valle  oolit, 

Delo  posthabitA, 

Bifidoque  Famasd  jugo : 

Ibie  honestus, 

Fostquam  egregiam  tu  quoque  sortem 

Nactua  abis,  destri  prece  aoUicitatiis  amioi. 

Illic  l^ris  inter  alta  uomina 

Aulhorum,  Greie  aimiil  et  LatincB 

Antiqua  genda  lumina,  et  Teium  decus. 


Toa  tandem  baud  Tiumi  mei  laboree, 

Quioqnid  hoc  aterile  fudit  ingenium, 

Jam  aero  placidam  eperare  jubeo 

Perfunctam  invidiA  requiem,  sedeaque  beatas, 

Quas  bonus  Hermes 

Et  tuteU  dabit  solera  Roiiai, 

Quo  neque  lingua  procax  vulgi  penelrabit,  atque  longe 

Tiirba  le^ntiim  prava  fai!esset; 

At  ultimi  napolea, 

£t  cordatioT  cetas, 

Judicia  rebus  lequiora  forsitan 

Adbibebit  integro  ainu. 

Turn,  livore  aepulto,  . 

Bi  guid  meremur  sana  poateritas  seiet, 

Roiisio  favente. 
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Ode  tiibas  cooalat  Stropliis,  totidemqne  AntisCnpliu.  miji  demnin 
Epodo  ol»asi«,  qnm,  tamBtai  omnae  neo  Tersniim  numeni,  neo  certiil 
ubiqne  mlis  eiacti  reipondeant,  iU  tuaen  BecaimnB,  coMmodi 
l^flndi  potiufl,  qukm  ad  ftntiqaoB  conciaeDdi  modoB.  ralionem  &pec- 
Unlei.  Alioqniu  hoc  genuB  tectioe  Toiiasse  dici  monoetroptuciun 
deboent.  Hemputim  sant  Karioxiftr,  paitim  riiroXiXufiiva. 
FhalflDcu  qns  Bnnt,  apoadfoom  tertio  loco  bis  admittontr  qood  idem 
in  aeODSdo  loco  CatDllog  od  libitum  feoit. 


Bbllipotbnb  virgo,  septem  regina  trionum, 

Cbristiao,  Arctoi  lucid&  eteUa  pnii  < 
Cemid  qaaa  merui  dura  Bub  casside  rugas, 

Utque  scnex  annis  impiger  ora  tero; 
I&Tia  fatorum  dum  per  Teatigia  nitor, 

Eiequor  et  populi  fortia  jusea  manu. 
Ast  tibi  Bubmittit  frontem  reverentior  umbra; 

Nee  sunt  bi  vultus  regibu9  usque  tnioes. 


CroBiiraU'*  piotare,  &nd  ai 

bf  Mhsn  lo  Uilton  ;  bnt   I  dtoold  nUier  Qani  they  wen  N 

being  moro  within  hia  proTiniie  ■■  LUia  aecretar;. 


Bd  b^  SnnuT  ud  Hvkut,  (Hd  IkOcr- 
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